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FdUm  dtizem  of  the  Senate  and 

Home  of  Representatives:  i 

It  is  witti  pleasure  that  I  again  address  the  assen^iled  repesentaAives  of 
Ae  people.  The  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  is  an  erenl 
aminontly  calculated  to  awaken  interest  and  solidtade  in  the  public  miod. 
The  trasts  confided  to  this  departn^ent  of  the  government  are  tmlj  multi* 
l^ed  and  important.  Upon  it  devolves  the  duty  of  anticipating  the  wants^ 
oirecting  the  energies,  and  promoting  the  wel&re  of  the  country.  In  a 
Slate,  thereferey  embracing  so  numerous  a  population,  such  a  variety  of 
interests,  and  soextonsrve  a  territory,  the  business  of  legislation  must  be 
arduous  and  cctoplicated.  But  coming  as  you  do  directly  from  tlie  mast 
of  your  constitueacy,  in  every  portion  of  the  State,  it  must  be  presumed 
that  you  embrace  within  your  number,  all  the  information  and  knowledge 
which  is  necessaiy  for  a  ckar  and  comprehensive  mideistaBding  of  the 
fespottsibillties  whi^  your  stations  enjoin.  I  must  be  permitted  to  ex* 
pms  the  anticipation  I  confidently  entertain,  that  as  you  understand  those 
responsibilities  you  will  not  hesitate  to  discharge  them  with  promptitude 
a&d  fidelity.  It  cannot  indeed  be  concealed  that  you  have  convened 
under  circumstances  in  themeelves  formidable  and  imposinff.  The  unfoi^ 
tonate  financial  embarrassments  of  the  State  present  obstacles  to  the  pro- 
gress of  legislation  which  it  will  require  your  united  wisdom  and  patri» 
etiffln  to  surmount.  To  relieve  yourselves  as  &r  as  possible  from  the  diffi- 
culties you  will  have  to  encounter  from  this  cause,  will  of  course  be  your 
ftfBt  and  most  important  considerati^m«  In  order,  however,  that  you  may 
fully  comprehend  the  nature  and  extent  of  these  difficulties,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  recur  to  that  period  in  our  history  when  they  comm^iced. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  banking  institutions  of  tbie  oountry  were 
Bmltiplied  a  few  years  since,  and  the  lavish  and  reckless  manner  in  which 
they  issued  their  paper,  increased  the  circulating  medium  and  standaod  of 
value  to  such  an  extent  as  to  give  an  artificial  and  fictitious  value  to  every 
species  of  property,  to  augment  the  profits  in  every  department  of  business 
to  an  unnatural  degree,  and  to  revolutionize  the  regular  and  settled  laws 
which  previously  governed  the  trade  of  the  count^.  Consequenlly  the 
wfldest  and  most  extravagant  spirit  of  speculation  was  engendered 
throughout  the  entire  Union. 

New  and  extraordinary  schemes  were  embarked  in,  and  the  suoeess 
with  which  they  were  frequently  crowned,  only  served  to  encourage  otbea 
Itill  more^visionary  and  chimerical.  Fortunate,  indeed,  would  it  have 
been  if  this  spirit  had  confined  itself  to  the  people  in  their  individuai  cdp*- 
dty.  Such  however  was  not  the  case;  it  soon  infused  itself  into  Legis- 
lative Assemblies,  and  many  of  the  States  were  induced  to  adopt  the  most 
stupenduous  systems  of  irtiprovement-  Influenced  by  the  same  spirit, 
stimulated  by  a  laudable  ambition  of  keeping  pace  with  her  sister  States, 
tmd  encouraged  l^  the  apparent. success  whidi  attended  the  eolerprises 
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they  had  already  commenced,  Illinois  was  in  an  evil  hour  lured  from 
the  principles  of  economy  and  prudence  which  had  hitherto  so  signal  I  j 
marked  her  course*  In  1837,  in  addition  to  the  construction  of  the  Illi* 
nois  and  Michigan  Canal,  which  had  already  been  undertaken,  and  which 
of  itself,  for  an  inexperienced  and  almost  infant  State  was  a  gigantic  en- 
terprise, the  Legislature  adopted  a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments,  the  magnitude  of  which  exceeded  the  wants  in  as  great  a  degree 
as  its  estimated  cost  exceeded  the  resources  of  the  State.  To  realize  the 
foods  necessary  for  th6  prosecution  of  this  immense-system,  as  well  as  the 
Canal,  reliance  was  had  mainly  to  the  credit  of  th^  State,  which  was  made 
available  by  the  creation  and  sale  of  bonds  bearing  six  per  cent*  interest^ 
and  reimbursable  after  a  long  term  of  years*  Such  was  the  delusion  of 
the  times  that  it  was  proposed  to  pay  the  interest  as  it  would  accrue  upon 
these  bonds  by  negotiating  them  in  foreign  markets,  and  realizing  the  dif» 
ference  of  exchange,  by  depositing  the  money  th^s  raised  with  banks 
until  itsliould  be  disbursed,  and  receiving  premiums  upon  it;  and  by  sub* 
scribing  for  bank  stocky  the  dividends  upon  which  it  was  expected  would 
greatly  exceed  the  interest  upon  the  bonds  with  which  the  stock  was  pur- 
chased* 

Thus  it  was  contemplated  by  the  advocates  of  this  policy  to  complete 
these  extensive  improvements  without  any  expense  to  the  State  during 
their  progress.  When  once  in  operation,  it  was  maintained  that  they 
would  yield  a  revenue  not  only  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
upon  the  cost  of  their  construction,  but  would  furnish  a  surplus  which 
might  ultimately  be  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  tlie  prindpaL 

The  people  seeing  no  prospect  of  taxation,  acquiesced  in  the  use  thus 
made  of  their  credit 

This  policy,  therefore  persisted  in  until  towards  the  close  of  1839,. when 
ihe  vast  amounts  of  bonds  which  were  so  lavishly  throwQ  into  the  mar* 
kets,  not  only  by  this  State,  but  many  others,  reduced  their  price  and 
checked  their  further  negotiation* 

Thus  terminated  our  unfortunate  and  short-lived  scheme  of  improve* 
ments,  leaving  the  State  with  less  than  thirty  miles  of  a  single  railroad 
completed,  out  of  the  multitude  that  had  been  projected,  with  an  immense 
debt  overwhelming  her,  and  without  any  penaancnt  means  whatever  pro- 
Tided  to  meet  the  interest  that  was  so  rapidly  accruing  upon  it  By 
using  the  proceeds  realized  from  a  few  unsettled  negotiations,  and  by  sums 
raised  by  the  hypothecation  of  bonds  at  rexluced  prices,  the  Fund  Com* 
missionerwas  enabled  to  pay  the  interest  until  January,  1811*  It  tliea 
became  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  more  permanent  means  for 
that  purpose  for  the  future* 

Such,  however,  was  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State,  that  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  resort  to  the  desperate  expedient  of  authorixing  the 
sale  of  bonds  at  whatever  price  they  would  command,  in  order  to  raise 
foods  to  meet  the  interest  which  would  accrue  in  the  ensuing  two  years* 

This  provision  it  was  supposed  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  enable  the 
State  to  meet  her  obligations,  and  preserve  her  plighted  faith  up  to  the 
present  time*  Experience,  nowever,  has  demonstrated  the  insufficiency  of 
this  policy* 

Our  bonds  had  depreciated  so  greatly  in  the  market,  that  the  Fund 
Commissioner  deemed  a  sale  inexpedient^  and  raised  money  to  meet  the 
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interest  which  became  due  in  July,  1811,  by  hypothecation,  at  a  very  re^ 

doced  rate.    The  still  greater  depreciation  which  subsequently  occurred| 

rendered  the  further  use  of  bonds  totally  unavailing.    It  therefore  be^ 

coQies  my  unplea^nt  duty  to  advise  you  that  no  interest  has  been  paid 

since  the  date  last  mentioned. 

Such  is  a  brief  account  of  the  origin  and  accumulation  of  our  public 

debt 

In  order  that  you  may  as  clearly  as  possible  comprehend  the  financial 

condition  of  the  State  at  the  present  time,  the  following  tabular  statement 

is  submitted. 

Bonds  sold  to  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  on  ac- 
count of  Bank  Stock,        ....        $l,76\000 

Bonds  sold  to  Bank  of  Illinois,  do  -        -        -  900,000 

^2,665,00000 

**  sold  to  Irwin  &  Beers  on  account  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  ...  1,000,000 
<«  to  4*  N.  Biddle,  -  -  -  l,0o0.000 
«*  «  w  Hall  &  Hudson,  -  -  -  100,000 
^  ^  ^  Boorman  &  Johnson,  -  -  100,000 
••««*<  Lieut.  Levy,  -  -  •  4,000 
******  January  &  Dunlap,  -  -  300,000 
*«  "  **  M.  B.  Sherwood,  -  -  50,00*) 
******  John  i)elafield,  -  -  -  283,000 
******  A,  H.  Bangs,  -  -  -  50,000 
«*«***  Eri^  County  Bank,  -  -  100,000 
******  Bank  of  Commerce,  -  -  100,000 
«-****  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  100,000 
******  Nevins  &  Townsend,  by  Dr.  Barret,  180,000 
******  E.  Riggs,  do.  50,000 
******  Bank  of  United  States  do.  100,000 
******  M,  Sherwood,  do.  10!J,000 
**  hypothecated  to  State  Bank  of  IlL,  do.  100^000 
**  sold  to  M.  Kennedy  and  others  by  J.  D.  White- 
side, -  .  .  .  .  -  120,000 
**      left  with  Macalister  &  Stebbins,  by  do.  on  de- 

posiie,  and  by  them  sold,        .        •        -      71,000 

3,908,000  00 

**      sold  to  J.  Wright  &  Co.  of  Lon- 
don, ....    £69,225 
•«f       delivered  to  Thompson  &  For- 

man,  -       ^.        -        -        11,700 

«      pledged  do.  '    do.        41,625 

£122,550  equal  to      544,122  00 
^      sold  to  State  Bank  by  J.  D. 

'Whiteside,  100,000  00 

— T- 

I   7,217,122  00 
Deduct  7  bonds  of  $1 ,000  each,  received  from 

Commercial  Bank  of  Baffalo   .        •        .  7,000  00 

Balance, 7,210,123  00 


Internal  improvement  scrip,  and  scrip  issued 

by  board  of  Auditors  outstanding,  -         886,669  94 

Cash  obtained  bj  Fund  Commissioner  upon 
724  bonds  of  $K000  each,  hypothecated 
to  Macalester  &  Stebbins,  yet  outstand- 
ing, as  per  statement  of  Fund  Commis- 
sioner, with  interest  at  the  rate  of  7  per 
cent  per  annum  on  this  sum,  -        -        173,405  00 

Sold  to  contractors  on  Northern  Cross  Rail- 
road, 94  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  84  of  which 
have  been  hypothecated  to  Fund  Com- 
moner, by  the  contractors  for  the  sum  of 
$42,000,  Illinois  State  Bank  paper,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  $10,000,         -        •        •       10,000  00 

1,069,074  94 

Total  debt  on  account  of  bank  and  internal  p-j^- 

improvement  bonds  and  scrip,  -        -  ,  8,279,196  94 

Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  Stock* 
Bonds  sold  by  my  predecessor,         -        -      1,000,000  00 
Amount  sold  by  Gov.  Reynolds  to  President 

of  the  U,  S.  Bank.  -  -  - 1,000,000  00 

^      sold  by  Gov.    Reynolds    and  Gen. 

Rawlings  to  John  Delafield,  -    300,000  00 

•*      sold  by  Gen.  Thornton  on  canal,        -    100,000  00 

•*      do.  do.  in  London,  - 1,000,000  00 

**  advanced  by  Wright  &l  Co.,  on  con- 
tract with  Judge  Young  and  Gov. 
Reynold?,   jESO.OOO  by  terms    of  ; 

contract,  equal  to  ...      145,18S  00 

^      bonds  paid   to    contractors  in  1841 

and  42 197,000  00 


outstanding  scrip,        -        -        -  341,972  71 

of  certificates  of  indebtedness  issued 

by  commissioners,  -        -        -    254,747  00 


Total  canal  debt. 


3,742,188  00 
596,719  71 


$4,338,907  71 


Bonds  outstandingon  account  of  State  House,  116,000  00 

Amount  due  >School,  College  and  Seminary 

Funds^ 808,085  00 

^  ^    State  Bank  for  warranU  paid,      294,190  00 

1,218,27500 

Amount  due  on  account  of  surplus 

revenue  $477,919  44 

Total  debt  upon  which  interest  accrues,        -        *  ^13,836,3^^9  65 


V«tel  Bank  Stodk,      > 

^     Itftersal  Improvement  debt, 
«     Canal  debt, 

*  State  House,      -  - 

««     School  CoHege  and  Seminary  fands, 

*  Due  State  Baidc  for  warrants, 

ToM  debt  npon  iHiich  raterest  accrues, 


\  interest  upon  which  amounts  to  the  sam  of 
To  meet  these  liabilities  the  State  has  the  following 

resources  at  present  unavailable: 
Lands  r^emaining  unsold  of  Canal  grant 
lAnds  grarited  to  the  state  under  the  proviaions  of  an 
Act  entitled  'iAn  Act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
«f  flie  sales  of  the  public  mnds  and  to  mnt  pre- 
emption  rights,"  approved  September  4th,  1841, 
Lends'purdiased  by  the  state  for  internal  improvement 
purposes.  ..... 

Amounting  to        -  •  .  *• 

Amount  due  Canal  Aind  from  sales  of  lands,  Town 

kfts,  stone,  timber,  &c«  ... 

tm  the  dafe  of  mv  last  message  the  following  named 
purchasers  of  bonds  had  failed  to  pay  for  them 
according  to  contract  io  wit: 

John  Ddafield  in  the  sum  of 
K.  K  Bangs  ^ 

Bank  of  Commerce  at  BufiUo, 
Commercial  Bank  at  Bnfi^o, 
Brie  County  Bank 

Amounting  to  ... 


w 

#9,905^000  00 

'«,« 14,196  M 

4,388,907  71 

ii«,ooe  00 

806,085  00 

sd4,i9ooe 

#18,886,379  «S 
1890,189:77 

3S8,965*i(7  acres. 

310,198:85  acres. 

40,393      acres. 

^,450:42  acres. 

fiM)l,964 


f433,006 
50,000 
9O/)0O 
90,000 
67,500 

1730,500 


f  bare,  bowever,  been  informed  by  the  Fund  Comndssioner  that  a  part 
of  tfie  above  bonds  has  since  been  paid  for,  and  that  the  remainder  has 
Iwen  additionally  secured. 

If,  however,  payment  should  not  be  made,  they  wiR  f^main  I  presume  in 
flie  aame  attitude  as  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  legblature,  and  tiie  opinion  I 
llien  expressed  remains  unchanged:  that  the  State  is  under  no  equitable  or 
moral  wligatioh  to  redeem  tiiem.  The  same  reasoning  would  apply  to  the 
71  bondsoff  1,000  each  lefl  by  the  FundConmnssioner  with  Ma<^ister  and 
Stebbins  on  deposit,  and  by  them  sold,  for  tirhich  no  payment  has  been 
inaie.  Not  having  been  furnished  a  copy  of  the  contract  between  die 
Fund  Commissioner  and  Macalister  and  Stebbins,  by  which  they  advanced 
i|l7l3,405  upon  794  interest  bonds  of  ^1,000  each  hypoAecated  to  them.  I 
am  thareibi^  at  a  loss  to  arrive  at  the  true  condition  of  said  bonds.  I  how* 
ever  infer  that  interest  does  not  accrue  upon  the  bonds,  as  the  statement  in 
the  preceding  table,  furnished  mi  by  the  Secretary  io  the  Fund  Oommis- 


sioner  shews  that  interest  from  the  1st  of  July,  1841,  at  the  rate  of  seven 
per,  cent  per  annum,  accrues  upon  the  money  advanced»to  witon  $172,405* 
li  this  yiew  of  the  case  be  correct,  then  the  interest  upon  this  last  named 
sum  ia  all  that  can  be  chargeable  to  the  jStirte  on  account  pf  saui  €ontrM:L 

The  contnact  made  in  1839  by  the  agents  of  the  State  with.  Messrs* 
Johft  Wright  &  Co.,  of  London,  by  which  1,000  Canal  bonds  of  ^925 
am:h  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  said  Wri^t  &  Co.,  with  authontyto 
sell  for  the  benefit  of  the  Canal,  and  the  contract  made  by  the  Fund 
Commissioners  about  the  same  time  with  the  same  company  by  which 
1,500  internal  improvement  bonds  of  £325  each  were  placed  in  their 
hands«  to  be  sold  for  internal  improvement  purposes,  remains  unadjusted  in 
eonsequence  of  the  insolvency  of  said  Wright  &;Co.y  which  occurred  in  iim 
latter  part  of  the  year  1840  or  earlv  in  1^1. 

In  the  spring  of  1841,  the  Fund  Commissipner  found  it  i[te€es8ary  to 
go  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  unsettled  afiaics,.  growing 
out  of  the  negotiations  made  in  that  country  by  his  predecessofik 

With  a  view  of  saving  expense  to  the  State,  I  empowei^  him,  associa- 
ted with  Samuel  Jaudon  and  James  Morrison  of  liOndon,  to  adjust  and 
settle  the, accounts  of  the  CanaU 

On  his  arrival,  it  was  found  that  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  prior  to  their 
bankruptcy,  had  disposed  of  a  portion  of  the  bonds,  over  and  above  the 
amount  of  mon^.  they  had  advanced. 

The  sum  of  £)l9,776.  5s.  84*  was  proven  oa  account  of  the  Canal,  and 
jp33,913.  9s.  8d.  on  account  of  internal  improvements*  Since  then,  a 
dual  settlement  of  the  estate  of  said  bankrupts  has  been  made,  and  the  as- 
sets will  jrield  to  their  creditors,  as  I  am  informed,  a  dividend  of  .aboat 
seventy-five  cents  to  the  dollar. 

In  May  last,  I  received  a  letter  dated  London,.  March  t^e  Qth,  1843^ 
from  Messrs.  Morrison,  Sons  &  Co.  informing  me,  that  they  ihad  received 
from  the  assignee  of  Wright  &  Co^s.  estate,  through  Amory,  Sewcll,  and 
Moores,  solicitors,  742  Canal  bonds  of  £^25  each,  yrhich  would  be  deliver* 
ed  upon  my  order. 

In  August  last,  I  empowered  the  Fund  Commissioner,  who  then  expect- 
ed to  start  immediately  to  England,  to  receive  the  dividends  as  before  sta- 
ted?  due  from  the  estate  of  Wright  Si  Co.  and  also  to  receive  and  cancel 
the  742  Canal  bonds,  then  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Morrison  &  Sons,  and 
instructed  him  to  apply  the  money  thus  reiceived  to  die  payment  of  inter- 
est due  upon  the  Canal  debt  in  London. 

I  have,  however,  since  understood,  that  the  Fund  Commissicmer  has 
abandoned  his  contemplated  voyage  to  Europe  for  the  present.     ^ 

If  the  dividends  of  the  assets  oi  the  estate  of  Wright  &  Co.  equal  my 
expectation,  the  loss,  incurred  by  the  State,  in  consequence  of  their  bani^ 
ruptcy,  will  be  comparatively  small,  falline  only  sixteen  per  cent,  on  ac* 
count  of  the  Canal,  below  the  price  originally  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
bonds,  and  a  loss  of  fifteen  per  cent  will  be  sustained  on  account  of  th«^ 
internal  improvement  bonds  disposed  pf  and  unaccounted  for,  prior  to 
their  bankruptcy. 

The  residue  of  the  internal  improvement  bonds,  which  were  not  di»> 
ppsed  of  by  said  company,  I  have  no  account  of^  but  presume  they  have 
been  recovered  by  the  scMicitors  of  the  Fund  Coaupissioner^  or  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  assignee  of  said  Company^ 
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HaYoigsddf&ift  inuch,  in  explanatioii  of  iteite  and  accoonts,  that  could 
Bot  otherwise  be  exhibited, -by  recurring  to  the  table,  you  will  perceive  that 
the  whole  amount  of  our  public  debt,  upon,  which  interest  accrues,  ig 
113336,379  65. 

Assufliingt  however,  that  the  dividends  of  the  capital  stock  owned  in  the 
Bankfi^  will  equal  the  interest  upon  the  Bank  debt^  or  that  the  stock  will 
be  withdrawBt  and  deducting  it  froin  the  above  amount,  the  sum  charge- 
able with  interest  will  then  be  $11,171,379  65,  the  interest  upon  which 
at  six  per  cent*  per  annum,  amounts  to  $670,282  77.  For  the  payment 
of  this  sunk  annually,  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  State  are  solemnly  and  ir* 
revocaUy  jpledged. 

It  therefor^  becomes  your  duty,  as  the  guardians  of  the  character  and 
leputation  of  the  State,  to  provide  if  possible  the  means  of  paying  this  sunk 
There  are  but  two  resources  upon  which  you  can  rely  for  this  purpose. 
The  first,  is  the  landed  property  of  the  State,  and  second,  a  resort  to  dir 
tect  taxation. 

The  State  aow  owns  489/150  43-100  acres  of  land,  equal  in  <|ttality  and 
lecation  to  any.  within  her  limits.  This  amount  includes  the  land  impro- 
priated for  town  purposes  on  the  canal  line. 

Although  this  land  must  ultimately  attain  great  value,  it  wiH  be  impo»* 
ttUe  to  render  it  available  at  present.  TUs  opinion  wUl  be  confirmed  by 
a  reference  to  the  attempt  that  was  made  to  pay  the  interest  apon  the 
Canal  debt  by  a  sale  of  land. 

An  act  was  passed  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1840,  author* 
iiing  the  Commissioners  to  sell  so  much  of  the  Canal  lands  and  lots,  as 
would  be  required  to  pay  the  interest'  that  would  accrue  that  year. 

Notwithstanding  money  was  more  plenty  at  that  time,  than  at  present, 
and  the  disposition  to  invest  it  in  land  much  greater,  aUd  notwithstanding 
the  lands  then  offered  were  as  valuable  as  any  owned  -by  the  State,  yet 
anly  a  small  portion  couU  be  sold,  imd  the  poUcy  had  to  ne  abandon^  m 
onavaiKng* 

This  serves  todemon«rtra<e  the  impracticability  of  realiiing  funds  from 
the  landed  resources  of  the  State,  to  pay  the  interest  up<m  her  debt. 

It  now  becomes  necessary  to  consider  the  only  remaining  resort  withhi 
your  reach,  which  is  as  before  8tafeed<-^direct  taxati<Hi. 

To  this  subject,  in  which  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  State,  as- weU 
as  the  interest  of  the  publicrcreditors,  and  the  people,  whon)  yfu  represent, 
are  so  deeply  involved,  your  most  serious  consideration  is  invited. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  message,  a  resort  to  this  measure  at  the.  present 
time,  for  the  payment  of  interest,  was  contemplated,  and  its  practicabiiitjr 
was  not  doubted.  It  was  believed  by  adopting  rigid  economv  in  the  pulK 
lie  expenditurics,  that  not  only  sufficient  revenue,  for  the  ordinary  expen- 
•es  of  the  Government  could  be  derived  from  the  personal  property  and 
lands  then  taxable,  at  the  rate  of  taxes  then  levied,  but  that  a  eontider^ 
able  surplus  might  be  saved«  This  surplus  added  to  the  revenue*  that  it 
was  anticipated  would  be  collected  from  the  vast  quantity  of  lands  annu^ 
aUy  bcQoming  taxable,  would  go  far  towards  the  payment  of  interest  upon 
Ibe  internal  improvement  debt  In  the  mean  time  it  waft  expected  that 
sales  of  Canal  lands  would  be  made  to  meet  the  interest;  that  would  ao? 
orue  upon  the  canal  debt.  But  this  expedient  as  before  stated,  has 
iailed,  and  now  this  debt,  if  provided  for,  must  becooie  like  that  of  the  i»- 


teroal  fanproveifteBt^  a  harden  Ufom  tsaa^mi  it  theiwibre  bteomes  neoe^* 
gaiy  from  this  single  80ur€o,to  raise  annadly^  for  fofposes  of  interest,  $670^ 
8B3  77  instead  of  |330,70e.  Nor  U  this  the  oaty  obBtade,  great  as  it  iB» 
that  must  be  encountered  in  adopting  this  policj. 

Tbe  experience  dt  thisyOiid  the  past  year,  has  shown  Aat  the  i«venue, 
derived  from  the  nainral  increase  of  personal  property,  and  the  vast  quai>* 
titj  of  lands  annaaUy  becoming  taza  hie,  will  little  more  than  compcnsaUl 
for  the  redoctloH  produced  by  the  decrease  in  the  value  of  taxable  propea^ 
tyj  caused  by  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  coaulry. 

By  reference  to  the  assessment  list,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cpmntity  of 
taxable  lands  for  the  present  year,  exceeds  that  of  the  last,  more  than 
tfiOfhfiOO  of  acres,  which  atthe  lowest  valuation  inoreased  the  revoaae 
187,400*  Yet  the  reduction  apen  the  vakre  of  property  previoasly  tam^ 
able,  was  so  ereat  that  tbe  aggiegate  assessment  of  the  present  year  ife 
only  iacreasecT^lA^DOOl 

It  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  that  this  great  reduction  in  the  vakie  of  tas* 
aUe  property,  has  occurred  under  the  operation  of  the  precautionary  pro- 
vMoa  eaacted  by  tbe  last  legislature,  fixing  the  minimam  valuation  ot  tsa^ 
able  land  at  three  dollars  per  acre,  witiKMit  which  it  is  evident  that  reduo^ 
iion  would  bove  been  MifiGh  greater. 

It  it  now  obvious  thsit  in  eonsequence  of  the  almost  total  annihilation  #f 
our  oiroalating  medium,  that  a  stiU  greater  reduction  in  the  value  of  ttuB- 
able  property  must  ensue  for  the  next  year,  and  be  continued  from  year  to 
year  so  long  as  the  cause  which  produced  it  shnll  exist,  while  the  quan- 
tity of^ew  lands  annualfy  becoming  taxable,  will  be  rapidly  diminished^ 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived,  that  tbe  hopes  which  were  wrmerl  v  so  con^ 
denttv  indulgedt  or  paying  the  interest  «pon  our  public  debt  by  tliis  meanai 
have  iieen  doubly  disappomted; 

We  cannot  now  expert  to  realise  a  revenue  from  taxation,  sufficient  1* 
uy  any  considerable  portion  of  it,  wilbout  greatty  increasing  the  rat«^ 
Under^existing  circumstances,  however,  the  present  rate  is  found  to  be  M 
barthensome  and  oppressrvo,  that  I  have  felt  oondte»ned  in  another  part  of 
this  communication  to  recommend  its  reduotian« 

Owing  to  our  acoamulated  misfortunes,  the  tides  of  emigration  and 
wealth  have  ceased  to  flow  into  the  State.  Ati  the  channels  of  trade  aii| 
Completely  obstructed,  and  the  vitality  of  business  sterns  abnost  extinct. 

la  many  places  money  cannot  be  realised  in  sufficient  amounts  to  an* 
swer  as  a  mediom  of  exdhange. 

The  products  of  the  country  oannot  be  disposed  of  for  cash  at  any  price, 
atid  remain  unavailable  on  the  hands  of  the  producers,  or  are  bartered  M 
the  necessary  articles  of  doQiosttc  consumption. 

The  greatest  inoonveaienoe  asnd  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  pro^ 
curing  <9arrent  fimds  for  the  payment  of  taxes.  To  i»csaase  the  rate  at 
the  present  time  would  be  to  inflict  general  embarrassment  and  distress^ 
and  to  impose  upon  the  people  a  burthen  which  they  could  not  possibly  e»> 
dure. 

Therefore,  I  am  forced  to  flie  unpleasant  and  humiliating  convictioa^ 
tfaat  you  cannot  from  this  source  or  any  other  at  your  command,  mak4 
any  permanent  provision  for  the  jpayment  of  interest. 

The  only  possibility  of  reliet  from  the  heavy  embamtsments  under 
which  the  State  is  laboring,  must  .be  by  tbe  r^dactioa  of  the  principal:  tb 
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ttie  attainment  of  tfaw  desirable  object  all  our  energies  and  resourcei 

ihoold  be  directed. 
In  view  of  the  diflicuUies  smrrounding  our  affahv,  and  th^  crisis  at 

which  ^e  have  arrived,  it  will  devolve  upon  this  Genera]  Assembly,  to  do* 

me  the  noieins  and  adopt  such  policy,  ad  "will  most  speedily  atid  successful* 

ly  call  into  requisition  and  irender  available  the  resources  of  the  State. 
Although  cash  cannot  at  present  be  realized  for  the  lands  owned  by  the 

Slate^  it  is  nevertheless  confidently  beiieved  that  fay  the  time  the  out^ 

ttanding  bonds  become  payable,  those  lands  wiU  attain  a  Tulue  at  least 

equal  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  puUic  debt 
But  as  we  are  unable  to  pay  the  accruing  interest,  tt  is  evident  that  its 

aecrnnulation  will  exceed  the  annual  increase  x>f  our  means,  and  when  th^ 

bonds  become  due,  our  ability  to  meet  our  obligations  will  be  no  greater 

ffaan  at  preecnt 
Therefore,  necessity  would  seem  to  point  out  the  propriety,  if  pf^ssible, 

ilf  going  into  liquidation  now^  by  placing  those  lands  by  legislative  enact^ 

'ifient  at  the  option  of  the  holders  of  our  bonds. 

By  this  means  it  is  believed  that  the  interest  of  the  public  oroditorl 
Aemsehres  Would  be  promoted  to  a' very  great  degree,  as  it  would  afibrd 
them  the  opportunity  Of  realizing  lands  upon  eqoitable  termis,^  the  bonds 
they  bokl,  which  otherwise  must  continue  unavailable  upon  (heir  hands,  si 
fane  as  the  interest  accruing  upon  them  remains  unpaid* 

The  adoption  of  this  measure  would  at  least  evince  a  willingness  on  tht 
part  of  the  State  to  do  justice  to  her  credlrors  to  the  utmost  of  her  ability^ 
and  should  they  be  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  nnfigbt  enable  her  to 
reduce  her  debt,  perhaps  to  a  manageabFe  sum.  I^ould  this  poHcy  be 
adopted,  the  Legislature  will  see  the  propriety  of  appilying  the  Oanai  hn  jb 
exclinivoly  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  contracted  on  account  of  the 
Canal. 

-  In  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the  notes  of  the  Stete  Bank  cf 
IHinois,  it  became  my  duty,  m  conjunction  with  the  Auditor  smd  Trea* 
surer,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act,  concerning  the  pay- 
ment of  revenue,  and  for  other  purposes,*^  iq>proved  January  10th,  1936, 
to  publish  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  ooliectors  from  receiving  the 
paper  of  that  institmion,  in  paymenjt  of  neventae,  ftom  and  after  the  13th 
of  September  last  In  order  still  further  to  protect  the  intereilt  ^f  the 
State,  it  became  necessary  to  address  the  CoMoctors  a  subseqcMUt  com- 
munication, admonishing  them  that  the'hotes  of  the  Bank  <ef  Illinois  could 
not  be  received  for  more  than  their  current  value,  and  requesting  them  to 
iuspend  the  further  collection  of  tevenue  until  after  the?  meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  it  is  understood  that  tMs  request  has  been  generally  oonif- 
^iad  with,  and  in  most  of  the  counties  no  collections  have  yet  been  made» 
l%is  course  was  suggested  under  the  impression  that  litUe  or  no  injuiy 
Would  result  to  the  State,  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  and  that  you  woum 
have  it  in  vour  power  to  relieve  the  peopk  from  at  least  a  portion  df 
iimr  burthen.  It  was  believed  by  introducing  proper  reform  and  re- 
trenchment, the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  government  might  be  ro- 
duced  greatly  below  former  estimates. 

With  a  view  to  this  object  a  plan  will  be  submitted  for  your  considera- 
tion by  the  proper  offices  etMbiting  the  various  items  of  eipenditure  upon 
which  mduction^  may  be  made.    8ht»uld  this  plan  inuffopractkable,  the 
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rate  of  taxes  levied  upoa  the  present  assessment  maj  be  reduced  nearly  one 
half.  As  the  revenue  now  due  is  designed  to  meet  the  expenditures  for. 
1843,  the  proposed  reduction  maj  be  applied  with  great  propriety  to  the 
assessment  of  the  present  year. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  both  our  banks  and  the  cona^uent  scarcity  o# 
money,  the  produce  of  the  country  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  price,  and  in 
many  places  cash  cannot  be  realisMxi  for  it  at  all.  It  will  be  difficult  if  not 
impossible  for  the  people  to  procure  current  funds  for  the  payment  of 
taxes.  A  just  regard  for  their  interest  dictates  that  the  least  possiUe 
amount  should  be  exacte4-from  them  for  this  purpose  at  present* 

I  woiild  therefore  earne^y  recommend  that  the  rate  of  taxes  be  re- 
duced  as  low  as  the  most  economical  administratioQ  of  the  governmeat 
wiiljustify. 

The  condition  of  our  Banking  institutions  demands  your  mostserioufli 
attention.  Since  the  unfortunate  alliaace  between  them  and  the  State 
was  consummated,they  have  been  the  constant  objects  of  legislative  favor* 
In  order  to  make  that  alliance  mutually  profitable  to  the  Banks  and  the 
State,  and  beneficial  to  the  people,  the  most  liberal  policy  towards  them 
has  been  uniformly  pursued.  Their  suspension  of  specie  payments  was 
legalized,  and  new  and  extraordinary  privileges  added  to  their  originally 
liberal  charters.  The  State  contributed  her  utmost  aid  to  establish  their 
credit  and  give  currency  to  their  circulation*  The  safe  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  her  revenue  was  confided  to  one,  and  the  notes  of  both 
made  receivable  in  payment  of  all  her  dues. 

.  Upon  institutions  thus  favored  it  was  natural  that  the  people  should 
bestow  the  full  measure  of  their  confidence.  Not  the  slightest  doubt 
either  of  their  solvency  or  fidelity  was  entertained.  The  interests  of  the 
country  were  deemed  perfectly  secure  under  their  control.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  the  facilities  they  afforded  would  be  ample  and  permanent^  and 
that  their  ciicul&tioa  would  constitute  a  safe  and  convenient  currency* 

All  this  confidence  however  was  misplaced,  and  was  enjoyed  by  tb# 
Banks  only  to  be  abused* 

The  most  improvident  qse  was  made  of  their  credit,  discounts  were 
unguardedly  made,  accommodations  imprudently  granted,  and  their  is* 
sues  extended,  not  only  beyond  all  the  bounds  of  moderation  and  pru* 
dence,  but  greatly  beyond  their  ability  to  redeem  them. 

The  inevitable  consequence  of  this  impolitic  and  extravagant  course^ 
was  a  resort  for  the  second  time  td  a  suspension  of  specie  payments.  The 
disregard  of  principle  imd  faithlessness  manifested  by  this  act  should  hav^e 
deprived  them  at  once  of  all  legislatine  support.  But  at  this  time  they 
had  entwined  themselves  almost  indissolubly  around  the  interests  of  the 
jcountry.  Every  department  of  business  and  trade  was  entirely  at  their 
mercy,  the  people  and  State  were  completely  within  their  grasp.  The 
pecuniary  embarrassment  and  distress  that  would  .have  been  occasioned  by 
the  sudden  withdrawal  of  their  paper  from  circulation  was  truly  alarming^ 

Influenced  bv  these  considerations  and  deceived  by  the  deceitful  pros>> 
pects  held  out  by  the  Banks,  that  they  would  in  a  short  time  be  able  to 
recover  from  their  difficulties,  the  legislature  which  assembled  soon  after 
their  suspension  again  rendered  its  aid  and  indulgence.  The  utmost  lib* 
erality  and  lenity  was  extended  to  them  at  that  and  the  succeeding  ses* 
sion.    Every  measure  that  rtovAA  tend  to  idUeve  their  /smbarrassmentB 
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and  sastain  their  sinking  credit  was  freely  adopted.  B7  pnrsoiog  this  pot* 
icj  they  merely  postponed  a  calamity  which  it  was  not  m  their  power  to 
atert. 

TTiat  calamity^  has  since  fallen  upon  the  country  with  a  paralyzing 
fcrce.  The  paper  of  the  Banks  has  depreciated  to  about  one  third  of  its 
nominal  value.  Thus  a  loss  has  been  inflicted  upon  the  country  corrcs* 
ponding  to  this  depreciation,  upon  the  whole  amount  of  their  notes  in  cir> 
culation. 

The  injury  they  hove  in  this  manner  occasioned  has  been  greatly  ag« 
graTated  and  iticreased  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  It 
occurred* 

The  failure  of  a  multitude  of  banks  in  the  neighboring  states,  and  tha 
great  reduction  which  had  been  effected  in  the  circulation  of  others,  pre* 
paratory  to  a  resumption  of  specie  payments,  had  caused  an  exclusive  r%^ 
fiance  for  a  currency  upon  our  own  instiiutions.  The  sudden  deprecia-' 
tion  of  their  paper  has  therefore  almost  entirely  deprived  us  of  acircula* 
ting  medium.  They  still  remain  in  a  state  of  suspension,  and  will,  I  pre* 
some,  in  some  manner  be  made  the  subject  of  legislation. 

Should  you  merely  withdraw  your  support  from  them,  and  leave  them 
in  the  possession  of  their  chartered  privileges,  by  availing  themselves  of 
tile  reouced  value  of  their  paper,  they  will  probably  be  able  at  some  fu* 
tore  period,  to  resume,  specie  payments  and  to  some  extent  regain  their 
credit  Should  this  ever  happen,  there  is  every  reason  to  apprehend  that 
it  would  only  be  to  repeat  their  course  of  imprudence  and  folly,  and  to  eih 
pose  the  country  again  to  its  ruinous  and  withering  eifects.  They  hav# 
already  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  they  were  created  and 
have  proved  themselves  utterly  unworthy  of  trust  or  confidence.  A  just 
regard  for  the  public  interest  requires  that  their  corporate  existence  should 
be  speedily  terminated.  As  the  most  direct  and  effectual  mode  of 
attaining  this  object,  I  would  recommend  a  repeal  of  their  charters* 
The  power  of  a  succeeding  legislature  to  repeal  any  act  of  9  pro* 
ceding  one  affecting  the  public  interest,  results  from  the  very  naturt 
of  our  institutions.  It  is  the  only  effectual  security  of  the  rights  of  individ* 
nab  a^nst  the  invasions  of  corporate  bodies.  The  period  has  arrived 
when  it  has  become  necessary  mat  this  power  should  be  asserted  and 
exercised.  The  careless  and  unguarded  manner  in  which  chartered  priv- 
iWes  have  been  granted,  the  boldness  and  impunity  with  which  thosa 
privileges  have  been  abused,  and  the  injury  which  has  thus  been  inflicted 
upon  thapeople,  forcibly  illustrate  the  absurdity  and  dauvger  of  subscribing 
to  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights.  The  only  effectual  m^e  of  restraining 
the  grasping  and  overreaching  sphrit  of  monopolies,  and  of  confining  them 
within  their  chartered  limits,  is  by  a  prompt  and  wholesome  exercise  of 
the  repealing  power.  Prudence,  of  course,  would  dictate  that  this  pow^ 
er  should  never  be  wantonly  or  unnecessarily  employed,  but  when  tha 
conduct  of  a  corporate  institution  renders  it  necessary,  or  the  public  weW 
fare  derotmds  it — it  should  be  unhesitatingly  exercised.  The  unwarranii' 
able  conduct  of  our  Banks,  and  their  relations  to  the  interest  of  the  peo> 
pie,  reikler  them  in  my  estimation  proper  subjects  for  its  applies  tiom 
Should  you  concur  vrith  me  in  opinion,  and  repeal  their  charters,  it  ^M 
become  your  duty  to  provide  hy  law  for  a  final  settlement  of  their  a^ 


(SounUi  in  mc^  »  manner  as  to  secord  as  far  as  possible  tbe  rights  of  both 
Ibe  stockholders  and  creditors. 

A  communication  was  acidressed  to  me  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  tfap 
Treasury  dated  Nov»  4th,  1842,  stating  ^that  the  accounting  officers  bavt» 
adjusted  the  accounts  of  the  several  States  and  Territories,  under  the  act 
of  Congreas  entitled  ^*An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,"  approved  Sept  4th«^ 
1841,  and  that  the  sum  of  $40,289  35  (including  the  additional  tea 
per  centum)  has  been  found  due  to  the  State  of  Illiuois.  From  this  their 
will  he  deducted  the  amount  due  the  United  States  on  account  of  interest 
due  and  unpaid  on  certnin  stocks  of  the  State,  held  by  the  United  States^ 
and  the  baJkmce  will  be  duly,  paid  on  the  application  of  the  authorized 
agent  of  the  State."  Tbe  3d  section  of  the  act  above  recited  provide^ 
tbat  the  distributive  share  of  money  due  to  any  State  or  Territory  under 
tbe  provisions  of  tbe  law  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons  whom  tha 
legislaturo  thereof  should  authorise  to  receive  the  same,  or  in  case  the 
legislature  was  not  in  session,  to  any  person  or  persons  whom  the  Gover- 
nor should  appoint.  Tbe  period  of  time  which  was  to  elapse  between  the 
receipt  of  the  above  eommunication  and  your  meeting  was  so  short  thai 
tbe  State  cotdd  not  be  injured  by  the  delay,  and  as  I  conceived  the  matter 
of  sufficient  importance  to  require  your  action,  I  thought  proper  to  di^ 
dine  authorizing  an  agent  to  receive  the  money,  and  now  submit  it  eiw 
tirely  for  your  consideration.  I  was  more  strongly  prompted  to  adopt  this 
^oourse  by  a  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  the  legislatures  of  several  of  th* 
States  have  npt  only  refused  to  accept  the  sums  of  money  to  which  their 
States  respectively  became  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  the  same  law« 
but  have  expressed  in  strong  and  decided  terms  their  entire  disapprobatioa 
of  the  distribution  policy.  The  patriotism  and  devotion  to  principle  thai 
these  legislative  bodies  have  evinced,  by  resisting  the  influence  of  this  se» 
ductive  and  dangerous  policy, cannot  in  my  estimation  be  too  highly  coia^ 
mended.  It  would  be  a  source  of  great  gratification  should  you  in  yoor 
wisdom  think  proper  to  imitate  their  example.  The  distribution  of  tb» 
{Proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  landa  to  the  States,  is  manifestly  an  ei^ 
erciae  of  power  on  the  part  of  Congress  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution 
t>i  the  United  States*  The  revenue  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  does  not  differ  in  any  respect  from  the  revenue  collected  from  cu3i> 
toms.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  cost  of  purchasing  and  survey* 
log  the  public  lands  is  paid  out  of  the  revenue  derived  from  cuetoms,  and 
.whatever  deficit  is  occasioned  in  the.  United  States  Treasury  by  the  di»* 
tribution  of  the  former,  mast  he  supplied  by  the  latter. 

The  revenue  derived  from  these  two  sources  being  in  its  character  th« 
same,  Congress  cannot  exercise  any  more  power  over  one  portion  than 
it  could  over  the  other.  If  therefore  it  caa  distribute  the  proceeds  of  th» 
gales  of  tbe  public  lands,  it  followt^  that  it  can  also  distribute  the  revenue 
eollected  from  customs.  It  then  becomes  a  question  whether  or  not  the 
Constitution  of  the  Unite^i  States  clothes  Congress  with  the  power  tn 
collect  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  to  tbe  States*  The  pow- 
ers conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  are  of  two  classes,  firal 
those  which  are  expressly  delegated,  and  second,  those  which  are  essen- 
tial or  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  delegated  powers.  The  distributiom 
of  the  revenue  or  any  portion  of  it  among  the  States,  is  not  enumerated 
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h  is  essential  to  the  e^rcUe  of  noj  del^ated  powjin  .  If  thisTiew  pf  ihm 
tMecl  b«. correct  the  distributioD  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  puW 
lb  IsikU  sLmopg  the  Sta;ef,  is  not  W;»rrai)ted  by  the  CoQstUutioD|  and  if 
tbeFefore  ao  usurpation  oa  the  part  of  Congress. 

This  cwclunpa  is  strengthened  bj  the  consideratioa  that  while  the  peo^ 
pie  conferred  upon  Congress  the  pow^r  to  collect  revenue  for  the  suppoit 
ci  the  General. 60 veroQoe&t,  thej  reserved  to  the  States  all  the  author!^ 
and  power  j»ec^arfy  to  collect  revenue  for  the  support  of  the  State  goy- 
enunents  respectively. 

Having  thus  pointed  out  the  unconstitutions^ity  of  this  measure)  I  shoqld 
letre  it  without  further  coocunenty  wece  it  not  for  the  fact  that  it  is  pre* 
leiftted  tp  you  under  eircumstances  some  what  peculiar.  The  great  finau^ 
c&al  embarrassments  under  which  the  State  is  laboring  furnish  a  pretext^ 
though  oQt  a^justificationy  for^ourapcepting  themonqr  that  has  accrued 
|(»  flus  State  under  the  cprovisions  of  the.  distribution  act.  The  necessities 
^  the  State,  however  great  they  n^y  be,  cannot«  in  the  slightest  deffreot 
jiistiQ|[  yoa  ia  saactioniog^  the  violation  of  the  sacred  priaciples  of  the 
CcmstiiulioB.  The.  importance  and  value  of  those  priaciples  cannot  b0 
animated  by  paltry  considerations  of  money.  They  are  the  land  marka 
which  have  guided  our  course  through  periods  of  prosperitv,  and  must  not 
be  losts^ht  of  in  seasons  of  adversity.  Prudence,  as  well  as  coaaUteocy« 
cequines  that  we  sboui^  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances^  in»st 
upon  a  rigid  adherence  to  them  on  ihe  part  of  .our  rulers.  Your  action 
i^^refore  upon  this  subject,  frhatever  it  may  be,  must  be  regulated,  not.by 
ODDsiderations  of  the  copvenience  or  necessity  of  th#  State,  but  by  solemn 
eiMivictions  of  your  duty  as  legislators  under  the  ConstiUition.    Another 

Etext  for  acc€|>ting  the  portion  of  the  distribution  money,  now  due  th<i 
te^  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  law  making  the  distribution,  is  suspeni 
dad  in  its  operations,  and  no  futthei  distribution  will  probably  take  place« 
This,  however,  is  an  erroneous  view  of  the  subject.  ,  The  ac^ptance  of 
tfnv  portion,  of  thei  m^pey  by  th^  Legislature  of  the  State,  would  be  a 
W  ^f9^  complete  acknowledgment  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  law* 
^f4  ti)us.a  precedent  would  he  established  for  the  regulation  of  all  futvuro 
l^gilation  Uf(Mx  the  subject 

, It.miistnot  be  forgotten  that  the  suspc^asiofk  of  th^  law  is  only  tempQ<* 
^fy^mi  th^tits  operations  will  be  ly^ewed  whenever  the  causes  which 
Ifi^  produced  the  suspension  shall  cease  to  exist,  or  be  removed  by  tbo 
%^r  action  of  Congress^  That  one  or  the  other  of  these  contingencies 
will  soon  h9|)pen  theire*  can .  be  littJhi  doubt.  The  policy  of  distribution  ia 
mgrpssive  m.ijts  naturci,  and  will  not  be  easily  checked*  This  is  mani- 
Wfit  from  the  insidious,  though  rapi4  progrfsss  it  has  made  since  its  deveU 
q[ppaaent  up  to  the  preset  .time. 

It  first  disclosed  Itself  in  ISSfi^  when  the  question  of  disposing  of  the 
sivphis  revenue  was  in  agitation.  The  obstjacle  which  the  constitutipn  of 
(be  United  States  presented  against  ifs  distrijiution  to  the  States,  couki 
apt  at  th^  time.be  oyercome*  This  obstacle  was  however  circumveiUed 
ijf  theprovisioiM  of  the  act  of  Congress. entitlsd  *'An  act  to  regulate  the 
diniositep  ol  thre.publi((^  money,"  under  which  the  surplus  revenue  was  vin- 
tij|iaU^.d^tnyb^ted  to  the  States,  :At  the  sMdial  session  of  1841,  the  CQ»r 
stitutional  barrier  was  effectually  brolcen  down,  and  an  act  passed  by  Con- 
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g^88  to  distribote  to  the  States  tiie  p^oeeecb  of  the  sales  of  the  publBc 
nds.  This  act  \vas  passed  when  there  xtms  no  surplus  in  the  Treasuryt 
when  a  debt  of  many  millions  was  hanging  over  it,  and  when  only  a  fe^nr 
weeks  previous  to  its  passage,  and  during  Sie  same  session  of  Gongress,  it 
had  become  necessary  to  authorize  a  loan  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  At  this  time  some  bfibh  States^ 
it  is  true,  w^re  deeply  involved  in  debt^  but  others  P^ain  were  not  only 
Entirely  free  from  debt,  but  actually  had  surplusses  in  their  Tre&suries. 
Yet  it  was  proposed  to  dbtribiite  the  laiid  revenue  to.  the  Stales,  and  sup- 
ply^ts  place  in  the  National  Treasury  by  a  loan.  The  extravagance  and 
folly  of  this  measure,  can  only  be  accounted  for  bv  the  corrupting  influ- 
ence of  the  distribution  policy.  The  moment  the  States  yield  to  thb 
tempting  influence  their  independence  and  sovereignty  will  be  at  an  end* 
The  privilege  of  expending  the  revenue,  without  any  of  the  restraints 
which  the  responsibility  of  its  collection  imposes,  will  destroy  every  prin- 
ciple of  moderation  and  economy.  The  extravaglmce  which  would  thos 
be  engendered,  would  furnish  Congress  with  a  pretext  for  collecting  bj 
means '  of  oppressive  duties  an  enormous  revende  from  the  people,  or 
for  incumbering  their  labor  and  indostty  perhaps  for  ages  to  come  with  an 
immense  National  debt. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  it  was  known  that  the  pro- 
vision of  selling  bonds  at  par,  for  the  construction  of  thelllinds  and  Michigan 
eanal,  which  had  been  previously  made,  owing  to  their  depreciatioD  in 
the  market,'  had  become  and  was  likely  to  continue  unavailinff. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  the  exhausted  means  and  fallen  credit  oJT 
the  State,  no  further  provision  for  its  prosecuticm  could  be  made.  Since 
;  that  time  the  only  reliance,  for  the  progress  of  the  work,  has  been  the  re- 
mainder of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  1,000,000  of  bonds  negotiated  by 
Gren.  Thornton  in  1840.  ^  After  these  funds  were  exhausted  a  portion  of 
the  contractors  prosecuted  their  contracts  to  completion,  and  proposed  to 
receive  from  the  Canal  Ckiramissioners,  bonds  at  par  for  the  estimates  dne 
them.  Accordingly,  bonds  were  executed  and  paid  to  them  to  the  amourit 
of  $  197,000.  But  the  unprecedented  depreciation  of  Illinois  stocks  about 
this  time  in  the  eastern  market  rendered  a  further  contmuance  of  thai 
expedient  unavailing.  Since  then  the  principal  operations  upon  it  have 
been  carried  on  by  the  contractors,  without  any  aid  from  the  State,  in 
order  to  finish  existing  contracts,  and  unless  means  can  be  derived  from 
some  new  source  the  further  prosccutioti  of  thiswdrkatpresentisimpossibki. 

For  a  statement  of  its  progress  and  present  condition,  I  refer  you  to  the 
report  which  will  be  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

According  to  a  statement  recently  received  from  the  acting  commis* 
tioner,  the  amount  which  has  been  expended  towards  its  construction  ii 
computed  at  about  $4,800,000,  and  the  amount  which  will  be  required 
for  its  completion  is  estimated  at  $3,000,000. 

It  is  to  be  deeply  lamented  that  our  embarrassments  are  soch  tiiat  we 
cannot  at  present  realize  this  sum  for  so  noble  a  purpose.  The  eomple* 
tion  of  this  magnificent  work  has  lone  been  antidpated  as  the  grand 
achievement  which  was  to  distinguish  and  give  character  to  Illinois* 
The  sublimity  of  connecting  the  great  chain  of  Northern  lakes  with  the 
majestic  Mississippi,  could  only  be  equalled  by  its  utility.    The  advanta- 
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ges  of  this  oommunicutioa  in  order  to  he  fiiliy  appreciated  mu^t  be  rieal- 
iied..^ 

lU  GompletioQ  would  give  a  new  and  powerful  impulde  to  every  depart- 
ment of  k^usini^s  And  ituiuhivy  throughout  t:^e  entire  Slate,  and  to  (his 
too  rce,  more  than  to  all  others  combined^  we  mightl»^ok  for  relief  from 
qur  present  difficulties.  The  advantages  it  would  present,  and  the  fiiciH- 
b^  it  would  afford,  would  cause  ttd'-sof  emigration  ai^d  floods  of  vcjiltli 
to  pour  into  lier  bosom.  Capnal  would  be  invested,  manufHctories  enacted, 
md  iinprovcmenis  multiplied.  While  the  reve' ue,  which  would  be  de- 
lved frono  the  rents  of  surplus  water  power  and  lot's,  would  fiirnish  a  per- 
miiaent  and  increasing  fund  which  might  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
interest  upon  the  public  debt 

Although  we  have  no  means  which  we  can  apply  fo  the  prosecntiorj  of 
the  caoi^  at  present,  yet  its  great  importance,  and  the  vast  am'mm  wi.ich 
has  been  already  expended  upon  it»  when  compared  with  the  sum  want- 
ing for  its  compietion,forbidtJie  idea  of  its  abandonment-  I  would,  thr  re- 
fore,  respcctlully  submit  che  propriety  of  meoaoria  izing  Congress  to  grant 
to  the  State  an  additional  quantity  of  land,  which,  together  with  what 
remains  of  the  former  donation,  will  bo  sifBcient  for  the  rcniaining  cost 
of  its  coa.^tiuction. 

With  a  view  to  tliis  object,  our  efficient  and  praiseworthy  Senator,  R. 
M.Young,  has  introduced  a  bill  inte  the  IScnatJe  of  the  United  States, 
appropriating  477^18  acres  nf  la«d  for  that  purpose.  This  quantity  is 
necessary  to  ratise  the  grants  made  to  this  State  to  ah  equality  with  those  \ 
already  deceived  by  the  State  of  Ohio*  Tto  bill  wnsreferred  to  the  ap- 
propriate cpmnaittee,  and  Jwill  probsibly  be  repotted  aftd  "acted  rpon  dur- 
ing the  pre^nt  session  of  Oongraes.  Should  it  be  properly  urged  its  suc- 
ce:i8  is  confidently  anticipated*        > 

The  importance  of  opening  this  comimnieation  w>i  only  to  Illinois,  but 
to  all  the  States  and  Territories  borderin;;  upon  tiie  Lftkes  and  Mississippi, 
as  well  as  the  facilities  it  would  .affi>rd,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails, 
and  in  case  of  war  the  troops  and  munitions  of  war,  mark  it  as  an  enter- 
prize  of  high  national  eliaracter.  .^    •• 

Under  the  proWsions  of  am  act  of  Congress  entitled  "Anf  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  reprosen  tat  ires  atnong  the  several  States  according  to 
the  sixth  census,"  Illinois  will  hefterter- be  entitled  to  ftevcn  members- 
It  therefore  becomes  your  duty  to  provide  ty  law  for  the  eleciioh 
of  that  nuniber  of  represnotntiTee  to  the  twenty-eighth  Congresfs.  It 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  source  of  gratilication  and  pride  to  th6  citi- 
seas  of  lllioois,  that  while  the  ratio  of  repf egentation  has  been  raised 
so  high  as  corisiderably  to  diminish  the  aggregate  number  of  representa- 
tives, and  of  coursie  to  reduce  the  representation  oi  many  of  the  States, 
such  has  been  the '  almost  unexrunpled  increase  of  our  population  since 
th':  last  apportionment  that  our  own  representiition  has  been  more  than 
doubled. 

The  frequent  recurrenoe  of  abuses  of  the  elective  fnanchise  in  this  and 
other  States,  should  admonish  us  of  the  necessity  of  ^ore  Carefully  and 
more  i^ffectually  guarding  that  right,  With  a  view  to  the  i^ccomplishment 
of  ihut  object^  I  i^ould  retpeictfiflty,  bat  earnestly  recommeu'',  that  the 
laws  regulating  clectiDns  be  tovisod '  Mid  so  amended  as  t6  incre^tse  the 
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penalties  to  be  inflicted  for  theic  violation.  And,  also,  at  all  future  elec- 
tions in  this  State  to  prohibit  persons  from  voting  in  an/  precinct  except 
the  one  in  whicbthey  may  actually  reside.  This  provision,  while  it  would 
not  abridge  the  rights  of  any  voter,  would  protect  the  institution  from 
frauds  and  corruption.  And  although  i  t  might  operate  inconveniently  in 
some  instances,  yet  its  necessity,  and  the  importance  of  the  object  to  he 
attained  bv  it,  would  abundantly  justify  its  enactment.  The  preservation 
of  this  right  i^  ils  utmost  purity  is  essential  to  (he  maintenance  of  all 
our  other  republican  institutions^  Through  its  exercise  alone  can  the  ma- 
jority ot  the  people  peaceably  redress*  their  wrongs,  enact  their  laws,  and 
select  thoir  rulers,  and  retain-  the  powers  •f  government*  in  their  own  ' 
hands.  While  its  exercise  secures  us  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges- 
and  immunities  of  freemen,  its  abuse  would  be  equally  fatal  to  our  liber- 
ty. Its  corruption  would  subject  the  virtuous  and  intelligent  majority 
to  the  usurpation  and  tyranny  of  a  vicious  and  ignorant  minority.  Thus, 
this  institution;  instead  of  protecting  and  supporting  the  government, 
would  become  the  mean«  of  its  overthrow.  It  would  therefore  seem  that 
any  provision  which  may  be  necessary  for  its  preservation  should  be 
promptly  and  unhesitatingly  adopted. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  *^An  act  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  pubuc  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights,''  approved 
Sept.  4th^  1^1,   the  quantity  of   210,135  85-100  acres  of  land   was^ 

f  ranted  to  the  State  of  Illinois.    An  act  was  passed  on  the  19th  of  March,. 
842;. authorizing  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Arkansas,  and' 
Missouri,  to  select  the  lands  granted  to  those  States  respectively. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  I  appoint^^d  agents,  and^ 
caused  the  before  mentioned  quantity  of  land  to  be  selected  and  located, 
with  the  Registers  of  the  land  offices,  in  the  different  districts  in  whieh 
the  selections  were  made.  In  selecting  thb  land,  the  agents  were  directed 
to  visit  and  examine  every  separate  tract,  and  to  select  none  but  the  first 
quality.  By  the  accompanying  reports  you  will  perceive  that  they  dis- 
charged the  trust  confided  to  them,  with  great  care  and  fidelity.  The 
land  is  represented  to  be  of  the  finest  quality,  and  advantageously  locatbd, 
and  will,  1  have  no  doubt,  prove  highly  valuable  to  the  State.  Although 
this  laud  was  granted  by  the  law  which  provides  for  the  distribution  of 
the  land  revenue  amon^  the  states,  to  which  measure  I  have  felt  constraii>- 
ed  in  aapther  part  of  this  communicalioa  to  express  my  decided  objections, 
yet  those  objections  are  not  applicable  to  a  grant  of  land.  Conjgress  can- 
not  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States,  yet 
it  might  with  the  utmost  propriety  donate  portions  of  those  lands  to  the 
states  in  which  they  are  situated.  The  proceeds  of  these  lands  applied  to 
the  openioe  of  communications,  and  the  construction  of  improvements, 
which  would  encourage  the  growth  and  advancement  of  tho  new  states, 
would  greatly  enhance  the  vsdue,  and  facilitate  the  sale  of  the  government 
lands  within  their  limits. 

This  enlightened  and  liberal  policy  was  long  since  adopted  and  exten- 
ave  donations  made  to  several  of  the  gtates.  The  present  grant  therefore 
to  Illinois,  and  others  mentioned  in  the  law,  was  merely  regarded  as  an 
act  injustice  which  was  necessary  in  order  to  place  them  upon  an  equality 
with  those  which  had  previously  received  similar  grants. 
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Having  thus  in  an  imperfect  manner  presented  a  few  of  the  most  promi- 
nent subjects  which  demand  your  consideration,  such  other  matters  as 
may  solicit  your  attention  I  must  leave  your  own  wisdom  to  suggest.  I 
ftncerely  regret  that  it  has  been  my  duty  to  exhibit  s»  dark  and  gloomy 
a  view  of  our  present  condition.  It  is  truly  unfortunate,  that  the  errors  of 
past  legislation,  should  have  impeded  the  progress  and  almost  destroyed 
the  prosperity  of  the  State.  But  the  experience  we  have'ha^  and  the  les- 
sons of  economy  it  has  taught,  will  enable  us  in  time  to  repair  the  injuries 
that  have  been  inflicted.  And  I  confidently  hof)e  that  the  energies  of  th^ 
people,  aided  and  encouraged  by  wiser  councils,  will  rapidly  develope  the 
resources  of  the  State  and  soon  place  her  upon  that  eminence  which  she  is 
at  some  future  period  destined  to  attain^  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  feel- 
ing were  I  to  close  this  my  last  official  communication  without  expressing 
die  profoundcst  sense  of  my  gratitude  to  my  fellow  citizens  for  the  kinf 
ness  and  partiality  they  evinced  in  elevating  me  to  the  station  from  which 
I  am  about  to  retire,  and  congratulating  them  upon  their  choice  of  a  sup- 
ceswr  whose  experience,  integrity  and  talents,  so  eminently  qualify  him 
far  discharging  the  responsibilities  he  is  about  to  assume. 

In  conclusion  I  would  invoke  upon  your  labors  the  blessings  of  Kim 
whose  province  it  is  to  rule  the  destiny  of  nations.  May  He  endow  you 
with  understanding  and  wisdom,  that  will  epiiehtcn  and  guid«  your  deliber- 
ations, that  your  acts  may  prove  salutary  to  the  public  good« 

THOMAS  CARLIIi 

SrmiiiGFiBLD,  Dec  7, 1842. 
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FeltauhCitizens  of  the  Senate 

and  Hous*  of  RepresentoHvex : 

Being  about  to  take  npon  myself  the  high  trust  confided  to  nie  by  the 
people,  doty  and  inclination  alifke  prompt  me  to  express  to  yo^a,  this  first 
opportanity  afforded  me,  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  tlieir  pwr* 
tiality;  and  to  assure  you  that  whatever  of  zeal  and  humble  aMli'y  I  may 
possess,  shall  be  faithfuify  and  honestly  devoted  to  their  servi*  <%  ns  tfic 
only  means  in  my  power,  of  requiting  in  some  degree  the  great  honor  of 
the  public  favor.  * 

Indeed,  so  profound  is  my  grafitode  for  the  suflVages  of  my  fe;  !ow*citJ- 
lens,  that  I  regret  only  my  Kmited  means  and  poor  capacity  to  serve 
them  as  well  and  a<)  mnch  asl  could  wish.  The  ^tuation  of  thie  State 
pre^nts  a  field  of  labor,  where  every  thing  is  required  to  be  c  >ne,  and 
bat  little  to  do  with.  Our  young  State,  once  standing  so  proudly  uniongst 
her  sisters  of  the  Union;  growing,  populating  and  flourishing  b  yond  all 
former  precedent,  has,  by  ill  advised  legislarton,  and  by  a  wor^e  <  iecution 
of  laws  bad  in  themsefves,  been  reduced  in  a  short  space  of  time  to  a 
condition  mortifying  to  our  love  of  country.  It  is  not  my  desigri  to  cAst 
censure  upon  the  f6rmer  government  of  the  State,  For  perhnpa,  if  we 
had  been  the  public  servants,  during  that  time  of  disastrous  legislation,  we 
might  have  been  possessed  by  the  sahne  phrenty  ^hich  precipitated  our 
predecessors,  and  in  fact  nearly  the  whole  people  of  this,  and  many  other 
states  of  the  Union,  upon  that  course  of  policy  whidh  now  appears  to  u» 
§o  e^rtmvagant* 

It  may,  nevertiielesft,  be  useful  to  inquire  somewkat  into  the  cauMs, 
which  have  contributed  to  produce  our  present  embarrassments,  n^t  with 
Ae  view  to  censure  any  one,  bat  as  a  guide  to  fiitar^  legislation.  Un«- 
doubted ly  our  present  great  indebtedness  is- mainly  attributable  to  the 
general  desire  of  sodden  and  unwfirpantable  gain.  We  have  not  been 
satisfied  with  the  slow  but  sure  profits  of  industry  and  lawful  commerce* 
Speculation  in  every  branch  o^  bosme^s  was  the  otdtr  of  the  day,  and 
every  possible  means  ivas  hastily  and  greedily  adopted  to  cive  an  artificial 
value  to  property.  In. accomplishing  this  object,  as  to  tlie  manner  and 
means,  we  surrendered  our  judgments  to  the  dictates  of  a^  wild  imagina- 
tion. No  scheme  was  so  extravagant  as  not  to  appear  plausible  to  some. 
The  most  wild  calculations  were  made  of  the  advantages  of  a  system  of 
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ID ternal  improvement;  of  the  resources  of  the  Slate  to  meet  all  expeodi* 
tures;  and  of  our  fiual  ability  to  pay  all  iodebtedncss  without  UixatioD. — 
Mere  possibilities  appeared  to  be  highly  probable,   and  probabilities  wore 
the  livery  of  certainty  itself. 

These  few  leading  causes  of  our  present  difficulties,  are  presented  for 
attentive  and  sober  consideration^  so  that  in  applying  the  remedy  we  may 
avoid  all  former  delusion.     Indeed,  we  must  be  thoroughly  assured,  that 
if  we  are  to  render  any  efficient  service  to  our  common  constituents,  we 
must  lake  the  course  directly  opposite,  in  many  particulars,  to  that  which 
has  been  hitherto  pursued.     We  must  get  back  to  the  dictates  of  common 
sense  and  sober  judgment.    The  days  of  phrenzied  ttnd  ingenious  schem- 
ing are  numbered,  and  our  future  measures,  whatever  they  may  be,  must 
be  characterized  by  simplicity  and  by  common  sense,  otherwise  no  man- 
ner of  success  can  be  expected. 

The  manner  in  which  the  accounts  of  the  State  have  been  kept,  with 
reference  to  the  internal  improvement  system,  renders  it  extremely  difll- 
cult  to  ascertain  our  true  situation*    The  law  heretofore  has  not  required 
an  account  of  the  whole  indebtedness  to  be  kept  in  any  public  office  at 
the  scat  of  Government.    A  part  of  the   information  necessary   to  a 
knowledge  of  our  true  condition,  is  to  be  obtained  only  at  the  canal  office 
at  Lockport,  to  which  it  has  not  been  convenient  for  me  to  have  access, 
and  another  portion  is  attainable  only  from  the  various  public  agents  en- 
gaged in  negotiating  loans.    I  have,  therefore^  but  little  coofideace  that 
the  statement  which  I  make*  will  be  entirely  cx)rrect,  though   perhafs 
enough  so  for  present  practical  purposes. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  State  debt,  excluding  interest  now  due,  may 
be  put  down  at  the  sum  of  fifteen  millions  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
thousand  three  huadred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  seveoty-one  cents; 
which  sum,  from  the  best  inforn>ation  wlach  I  can  obtain,  appears  to  be 
composed  of  the  following  items: 

Bonds  negotiated  on  account  of  the  Canal,        .        .        $3,747,000  00 
Scrip  and  certificates  of  indebtedness  issued  to  contractors 

by  the  Canal  Board,      .        .        .        .        .        .        .     689,408  00 

Bonds  negotiated  on  account  of  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements,        .        • 5,08«%444  4X) 

Scrip  issued  to  contractors  on  account  of  internal  improve- 
ment,      929,305  53 

Bonds  issued  to  and  purchased  by  the  State  Bank  on  ac- 
count of  State  stock,  .    " 1,765,000  00 

Bonds  issued  to  and  purchased  by  the  Bank  of  Illinois  on 

account  of  Stste  stock, 900,000  00 

Bonds  issued  on  account  of  the  State  House  at  Springfield,    121,000  00 
Due  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  when  called  for, 
on  account  of  surplus  revenue  deposited  in  the  State 

Treasury, 477,919  00 

A  portion  of  this  sum,  by  act  of  the  General  Assembly* 
y[QS  added  to  the  school  fund,  and  consequently,  by  our 
present  law,  we  are  indebted  to  the  school  fund  en  that 
4i€coiint  in  the  sum  ef 335,593  00 
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'Doc  the  schod,  college  and  seminary  fands  for  moneys 
borrowed  by  atl^of  the  General  Assembly  to  assist  in 
paying  the  current  expenses  of  the  State,  •  •  .  >  472,493  18 
Dae  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  for  paying  Aaditor's  war- 
rants and  interest  on  the  same,  •  •  •  .  •  2d4,190  00 
To  the  *Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  on  settlement,  •  3(59,998  00 
Upon  the  whole  of  this  anm,  except  so  much  as  is  due  to  the  school* 
college  and  seminary  funds,  and  so  much  ns  is  due  to  the  United  States 
on  account  of  surplus  revenue  deposited,  interest  is  now  due  from  the  first 
day  of  July,  1841.  It  has  hithertobeen  supposed  that  the  profits  of  the 
State  stock  in  the  two  banks  would  >be  amply  sufficient  to  pay  interest, 
not  only  on  the  sum  paid  in  bonds,  amounting  to  two  millions  six  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  but  also  on  the  farther  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars, 
part  of  the  surplus  revenue,  first  added  to  the  school  fund  and  then  con- 
verted into  bank  stock.  But  the  failure  of  those  banks,  and  their  present 
.precarious  situation,  renders  it  almost  certain  that  if  we  continue  our 
connection  with  them  the  amount  of  bonds, paid  in  will  be  nearly  a  total 
Joss,  and  consequently  that  sum  will  form  one  of  the  demands  upon  which 
interest  will  have  to  be  provided  in  future.  Those  banks  have  n'^t  for 
a  long  time  past,  so  far  as  I  am  ibformed,  declared  or  paid  any  dividends 
in  favor  of  the  States  consequently,  the  interest  provided  by  law  to  be 
paid  to  the  several  counties  on  the  sum  of  $335,59^,  part  of  the  surplus 
revenue  added  to  the  school  fund,  has  fonned  a  demand  on  the  State 
treasury  and  has  been  paid  out  of  the  ordinary  revenues  derived  from 
taxes.  I  cannot  believe  that  it  was  the  intention  of  former  legislatures  to 
make  this  a  permanent  demand  upon  the  treasury  to  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion. It  must  undoubtedly  have  been  supposed  by  our  predecessors  that 
the  ppnfits  of  banking  would  be  fully  sufficient  to  meet  the  appropriation* 
1  tWefore  submit  to  the  General  Assembly  whether  the  State  is  any  lon- 
^r  beand  Ao^pay  interest  on  that  sum,  unless  it  can  be  derived  fvom  the 
profits  of  the  investment.  '    ' 

Many  persons  suppose,  and  I  think  frith  great  probability,  that^m  ar- 
rangement can  be  made  with  *the  two  banks,  by  which  the  State  can 
get  back  the  two  millions,  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  doUars  in 
bonds,  which  have  been  issued  to  them. 

As  the  banks  have  not  furnished  the  proper  departments  with  the  infor- 
mation from  time  to  time,  required  by  law^  nor  pablbhed^any  account  df 
Ae  state  of  their  business,  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  judge  whether  the 
assets  of  those  institutions  will  upon  a  final  settlement  be  more  or  less 
than  the  market  value  of  our  bonds.  If  those  assets  should  amount  to 
more  than  the  market  value  of  the  bonds,  so  as  to  make  it  probable,'that 
our  bank  stock  would  sell  fortmore  than  our  bonds,  I  would  recommend  :a 
sale  of  ihc  stock  and  with  the  avails  purchase  bonds  to  a  greater  amount 
But  I  apprehend  that  our  stock  in  those  institutions  could  not  be  readily 
and  advantageously  sold.  The  State  owns  .a  >maJority  of  stock  in 
both  of  the  banks,  and  by  law  is  entitled  to  only  a  mmori^  of  the  direo- 
tors.  The  minority  in  interest  controlH  the  majority.  This  being  ihe 
case,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  probable  that  this  stock  woidd  be  de- 
sirable to  individual  owners.  In  fact,  by  the  fundamental  error  oom- 
jnitted  by  our  predecessors,  in  giving  a  msgocity  of  the  diFocto«^to  the 
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private  stockholders^  the  State  stock  has  been  rendered  of  Kttte  or  no 
value  to  the  State.  I  would  accorJinglj  recommend,  if  we  can  bj  any 
Just  arrangements  with  the  baoJis,  get  back  our  funds  invested,  without 
Joss,  that  such  arrangement  should  be  jnade.  1  feel  further  wairanted  ih 
making  this  recommendation,  by  former  cxp^*rience  of  the  disastrous  at- 
. tempts  at  State  speculation^  in  which  we  always  have  betn  a»d  always  u  ill 
be  the  lo3ers«  States  aiul  nations  cannot  possess  the  facilities  and  shrewd- 
ness in  bargaining,  which  characteiize  the  business  of  sagacious  individu- 
als in  their  own  affair??, and  can  never  attempt  it  without  being  cincumven- 
ted  in  a  thousand  ways,  unforseeu  and  unprovided  fur  by  the  Legislature* 

If  this  arrangement  can  be  made,  the  remaining  mdebtedness  will 
amount  to  $12,186,756 .71,  from  which,  if  we  exclude  the  sum  of  $477,- 
919,  being  the  surplus  revenue  deposited  in  the  treasury,  and  for  which 
we  are  not  as  yet  accxKjnlable,  and  probably  never  will  be,  we  find  the 
sum  ol  $11,008,837  71  of  principal,  upon  which  interest  ought  to  be  paid, 
amounting  annually  to  the  sum  of  $G96,530. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power,  to  announce  to  the  Legislature, 
and  through  them  to  the  world,  that  there  is  no  disposition,  so  far  as  I 
know,  in  any  department  of  the  Government,  or  with  the  people  of  this 
iSlate,  to  avoid  the  payment  of  this  debt.  Although  the  elections  in  Au- 
gust l;vst  wore  conducted  with  much  warmth  on  the  part  of  the  candi- 
dates and  people,  not  more  than  one  or  two  individuals  were  found  wil- 
ling to  offer  thoir  services  upon  the  principles  of  repudiation;  and  those 
individuals  wore  unsuccessful  in  their  cleci ions.  Thus  demonstrating  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  neither  public  nor  individual  honor 
and  honesty  arc  extinct,  but  that  as  strong  an  attachment  to  the  princi- 
ples of  justice,  arkl  as  sound  a  state  of  moral  feeling  exists  here  as  is  to  be 
Ibund  elsewhere. 

Nevertheless,  the  magnitude  of  the  debt  and  the  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  StJite  to  pay  interest,  have  been  attended  by  the  most  injurious  con- 
sequences* Our  people  have  been  rendered  unhappy,  artd  look  with 
alarm  at  the  prosptct  before  them.  Many  of  them,  if  possible,  would  dig- 
pose  of  their  property  at  a  consideraWc  sacrifice,  with  a  view  to  emigra- 
tion; another  considerable  portion  at  tJio  north,  for  this  reason  have  de* 
sired  id  have  their  district  of  cotintiy  aunexed  to  Wisconsin  Tenitory. 
Emigiation  to  the  Slate  has  almost  ceased;  our  fellow-cilSzens  of  othw 
8tat(js,  from  a  want  of  proper  information^  have  considered  ue,  as  little 
better  than  a  band  of  outlaws;  individual  and  State  credit  have  been  de- 
stroyed, and  our  citizens  when  abroad^  are  made,  by  constant  reproaches 
and  insults,  to  ieel  the  degradation  of  our  condition* 

And  j^t  we  have  never  repudiated.  The  last  Legislature  adopted 
measures,  which  they  in  good  faith  thought  amply  sufficient  to  meet  all 
liabilities  until  the  present  time.  They  set  apart  a  fund  to  pay  the  interest 
on  interest  bonds,  and  authoriz-ed  thd  sale  of  those  bonds,  at  any  price,  for 
the  purpt)se  ol  raising  money  to  pay  accruing  interest. 

The  measure  was  not  a  wise  one,  but  it  was  adoptod  in  good  faith;  and 
would  probably  have  succeeded  if  the  unforseen  scarcity  and  derange- 
ment in  monty  matters,  and  the  failure  of  the  banks,  upon  which  we 
partly  relied,  had  not  prcvent'jd  it. 

An  enquiry  of  great  interest  to  the  people  here  presents  itself  to  be 
nudoi  which  fc,  how  is,  the  money  to  be  raised  in:  future  to  pay.  intofcstt 
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Can  it  be  raised  otherwide  than  by  taxation?  And  if  not,  would  justice 
and  sound  policy  and  the  ability  of  the  people,  justify  immediate  )  uy- 
ment. 

Two  full  years'  interest  will  be  due  on  the  whole  amodnt  of  debt,  be- 
fore die  property  betonging  to  the  State  can  be  sold  or  taxes  collectrd, 
ajnountiiig  to  the  sum  ot  $1,393,060.  The  exigencies  of  the  S^tate  will 
requiro  the  further  sum  of  $135,968,  to  be  raised  from  the  taxes,  to  pay 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  making  in  the  whole  the  sum  of 
$l,52:*,82S,  for  the  first  year,  and  the  sum  of  $5^2,498,  annually  there- 
alter. 

•  The  means  of  payment  without  taxation,  consist  in  about  four  hundred 
and  seventy  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres  bf  land,  in  va- 
rloos  parts  of  the  State;  about  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-one 
tewn  lots,  on  the  line  of  the  canal;  the  canal  itself;  the  contemplnted 
water  power  belonging  to  tlie  canal;  two  mill  seats  on  the  Little  War 
bash  riven  lifty-five  miles  of  finished  railroad;  various  commencements  of 
other  railroads;  railroad  iron,  and  the  State  stonk  in  the  banks,  if  no  ar- 
rangement can  be  made  to  recover  the  bonds  held  by  theni. 

It  is  believed  that  the  State  stock  and  the  unfinished  railroads,  wruM 
be  nearly!^  not  quite  unsaleable.  The  water  power  on  the  canal  would 
be  of  no  value  before  the  work  is  completed;  the  towti  lots  also,  mainly 
ilepend  upon  the  completion  of  the  canal  for  a  marketable  quality  ns  t^  ell 
as  value;  Vhe  railroad  iron  is nnsui table  lor  any  other  purnose,and  therefore 
of  little  value  in  market;  and  the  remaining  property  ot  thr  Sta'e,  thocgh 
vaiirahle,  could  not  be  sold  for  cash,  (br  a  year  or  two  to  come,  without 
incurring  roinous  losses.  Any  sale  of  the  canal  or  canal  lands,  or  lots,  be- 
fioiethc  compleUon  of  the  work,  would  be  impossible,  for  any  just  equiva- 
lent The  forced  sale  of  all  this  property  at  this  time,  or  for  some  time  to 
come,  would  scarcely  yield  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  mc^rc  than  one  or  two 
years'  interest;  leaving  the  principal  debt  and  future  interest,  a  contina- 
tng  demand  upon!  the  people. ' 

The  loHowing  consideratibns  have  operated  forcibly  oh  my  mind,  in 
bringingme  relafttantly  to  the  conclusioh  that  payment  in  money  at  pres- 
ent, raised  by  taxniion,  is  hnpossible.- 

Ist.  The  tax^iblc  property  in  the  State,  by  the  assessment  of  IS  If, 
amounted  to  $69,83i,4ll>.  Al)Ottt  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  this 
amount  would  have  to  be  imposed,  whereas,  the  pco[)lc  are  scarcely  5able 
to  pay  the  present  tax  of  thirty  cent?  on  the  hundred  ctollars. 

5W.  This  fax  would  b<^in  addition  to  thexounty  taxes,  amounting  gen- 
<rall^  to  hfiff  of  one  per  cent. 

9d.  The  late  Ccnsu.*  exhibits  the  fact,  that  there  were  in  the  State  in 
1841,  1^,500  male  inhaMtante  oter  the  age  of  fifteen  and  under  the  ai^fe 
of  fifty  years.  We  know  that  our  population  has  increased  but  little  since 
ihat  time;  from  which  it  is  safe  to  infer,  that  there  are  not  more  than  eighty- 
4ve  thousand  able  bodied  men  efficiently  engagi»d  in  the  production  of 
the  material  which  is  to  maintain  thchiselves  and  the  residie  6f  the  popu- 
ktion,  vmd  the  surplus  of  which  is  to  furnish  the  means  from  which  the 
fevemie  is  to  be  raised.' 

.■  4th.  The  amountof  goo4  nnioney  m  the  State,  Woidd  scarcely  exceed, 
and  probably  not  equal  double  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for  a 
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single  year,  and  at  least  enc  half  of  this  is  confined  in  the  bknks,  so  as  to  be 
of  no  manner  of  use  in  oar  business. 

5tb.  Our  people  are  most  generally  engaged  in  agriculture,  and  whilst 
so  employed,  can  never  ekpect  so  great  a  proportion  of  money  in  circu- 
culatioii  as  is  possessed  by  commercial  and  manufacturing  diigtricts*  The 
cost  in  money  of  a£[ricultural  pursuits  is  less,  and  less  is  paid  out  in  carrj- 
ing  them  on,  which  accounts  for  the  greater  ability  of  oommercial  and 
manufacturing  countries  to  raise  money  by  taxation. 

Thus  we  arrive  at  a  conclusion  of  painful  interest,  that  •the  Stsrle  is  not 
in  a  condition  to  fulfil  its  solemn  engagements;  and  however  mortifying  it 
is  to  our  pride,  there  is  still  one  consolation^  which  is,  that  it  has  beeo 
produc(*d  by  a  want  of  ability,  and  not  by  a  want  of  inclination.  The 
main  thing  with  which  the  world  can  justly  reproach  us  is,  that  we  were 
visionary  and  reckless;  that  without  sober  deliberation,  we  jumped  head- 
long into  ambitious  schemes  of  public  aggrandizement,  which  were  not 
justifiable  by  our  resources.  Nor  are  our  original  creditors  free  from  re- 
proach, on  the  same  account. 

They  as  men  of  inteUigenoe^  sufficient  for  the  proper  management  of 
large  capital,  ought  as  well  as  ourselves,  to  have  foreseen  our  future  want 
of  ability,  and  the  consequent  catastrophe  which  our  common  error  has 
produced. 

It  b  barely  possible,  that  a  most  rigorous  system  of  oppressive  taxation 
would  yield  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  interest  foe  a  single  year.  But  such  m 
tax  could  not  be  repeated. 

The  apprehension  of  it  would  spread  consternation  and  alarm  through- 
out the  breadth  of  the  land.  Our  citizens  would  sell  their  property  at 
any  sacrifice  and  leave  us  for  some  happier  home.  The  whole  world 
would  avoid  our  shores^  as  they  would  avoid  certain  destruction.  We 
would  depopulate  the  State  of  its  present  inhabitants,  and  prevent  anjr 
future  accession  by  alarming  strangers  abroad. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  me,  to  be  neither  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  people,  nor  solidly  advantageous  to  our  creditors,  that  we 
•  should  makeaviolent  and  spasmodic  exertion  to  raise  money  by  taxation. 
If  our  creditors  are  ever  to  be  paid,  it  will  not  be  by  the  mere  territory 
composing  the  State,  nor  by  the  abstract  thing  called  the  Slate  sovere^n- 
ty,  but  by  the  peqple,  who  may  be  here,  the  inhabitantfl  of  the  land;  and 
Jiow  are  they  to  be  p.ud  if  we  depopulate  our  country? 

Two  causes  have  operated  to  prevent  an  increase  of  population  for  a 
year  or  two  past;  one  is  the  prevalent  fear  of  exorbitant  taxes,  the  other 
the  reproach  to  which  we  are  subject  abroad.  The  remedy  for  this  it 
obvious.  Let  it  be  known  in  the  nrst  place  that  no  oppressive  and  exter- 
minating taxation  is  to  be  resorted  to,  in  the  second  we  must  convince 
our  creditors  and  the  world  that  the  disgrace  of  repudiation  is  not  ceun- 
tenanccd  amongst  us.  That  we  are  honest,  and  mean  to  pay  as  soon  as 
we  are  able.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly 
to  speak  on  this  subject  in  the  most  decisive  manner,.so  as  to  give  every 
assurance,  that  in  due  tinie,  we  will  tax  ourselves,  -according  to^ur  abili- 
ty, to  pay  our  debts.  The  consequence  will  be.  that  our  creditors,  who 
are  persons  of  power  and  influence,  instead  of  reproaching  us  and  getting 
.up  a  moral  crusade  i^gainst.us,  as  against  a  confederated  band  ofAinprin* 
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ctpled  swindlers,  with  ihe  view  to  coerce  as  to  our  di^ty,  will  be  directif 
interested  in  doing  us  all  the  good  in  their  power,  'l^ey  no  doubt  wiU 
exert  themselves  to  send  us  substantial  inhabitants,  aAd  will  point  out  our 
fertile  soil,  to  all  who  siay  wish  a  new  home  in  the  west* 

If  this  policy  shall  be  adopted,  it  is  believed  that  we  may  safely  rely 
epon  a  vast  and  speedy  increase  of  our  numbers  and  wealth.  The  large 
extent  of  our  territory,  the  variety  of  climate  and  production,  and  tbeun- 
rivaiied  fertility  of  our8oil,must,  witli  the  current  of  emigration  again  di* 
rected  towards  us,  infallibly  and  speedily  raise  «us  from  otir  present  condi- 
tion. In  the  mean  time  we  are  imperatively  required  to  make  every  ejr 
ertioQ  and  sacrifice  consistent  with  self  preservation,  to  keep  the  faith  of 
the  State.  Let  U3  offer  to  our  creditors  all  that  we  have,  at  fair  and  rea* 
sonable  prices,  at  least  the  forty-two  thousand  acres  of  land  entered  un- 
der the  internal  improvement  system,  together  with  two  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  acres  donated  to  the  State  by  S\e  General  Government,  the  raii^ 
roads  finished  and  unfinished,  and  all  the  f>ro|>erty  of  the  State,  pertaio- 
ms  to  the  railroad  system. 

It  is  believed  that  many  of  our  creditors  would  receive  this  property  at 
reasonable  prices,  and  if  so,  a  large  amount  of  *  our  debt  would  be 
immediately  extinguished;  if  not*  the  lands  wilt  be^continually  increas- 
ing in  value,  and  becoming  more  and  more  available  as  a  resource  in  fi»- 
tnre. 

The  canal  lands  and  lots  and  other  property  belonging  to  it«  stand  upon 
a  different  footing.  This  property  was  first  given  to  the  State  in  trust  to 
make  the  canal.  It  was  afterwards  appropriated  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  that  specific  object,  and  solemnly  pledged  to  creditors  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  heretofore  borrowed,  and  which  money  has  been  used  m 
the  construction  of  the  canal  so  far  as  it  has  proceeded*  Those  credit«trs| 
therefore,  have  such  a  separate  and  exclusive  right  to  its  avails,  as  would 
not  without  their  ransent,  justify  thi^owing  it  iqto  an  aggregate  fund  for  a 
general  payment  of  debt  If  they  should  require  it,  we  would  be  bound 
in  duty  and  honor  to  surrender  it  to  them.  It  is  however,  believed  that  n# 
such  requiiiitton  will  be  made.  'I  hey  understand  their  true  interest  too 
well;  they  know  as  well  as  ourselves,  the  importance  and  profitable  char- 
acter of  this  ercat  work«  and  would  prefer  l<»oking  to  its  probable  com- 
5»letion  rather  uian  an  immeiliate  sucrifice  ol  the  means  of  carrying  it  on, 
or  ultimate  payment.  They  must,  and  do  understand,  that  if  this  proper^ 
ty  should  be  sacrificed,  the  State  will  have  no  means  of  payment  for  a 
long  time  to  come;  whereas,  if  the  canal  progresses  to  compJction,  the 
lands  and  lots  and  water  power  will  be  quadrupled  in  value^  i<nd  the  tolls 
alone  would  in  a  short  time  pay  interest  on  all  the  debt  contracted  for  its 
construction. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  it  is  manifestly  for  the  interest  of  the  people, 
as  well  as  our  creditors,  that  the  work  should  progress  to  completion,  if  pos- 
sible before  any  of  4he  canal  lands  or  other  property  shall  be  sold,  and  it 
is  equally  the  interest  of  all,  that  the  work  should  «not  Iw  abandoned,  but 
prosecuted  with  all  thccnergy  and  reasonable  means  in  our  power  as  one 
of  the  surest  and  speediest  measures  tending  to  the  extinguiathmenlof 
our  debt.  - 

The  sum  of  four  milliens  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts, 
has  already  been  expended  on  tUi  work  in  itsconatruciioQ  and  in  the  pajr- 
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menl  -of  intei^t;  'su^ven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  and  forty^wo  cents  of  which  has  been  raised  by  ^  ^le  of 
lands^  lots,  timber  and  stone.  10^580  nci'es  of  land  were  sold  in  Ib3()  for 
$l4,2i)4  87;  also  at  the  sanrietime  l'25  lots  in  Chicago  and  9  lots  in  OUa* 
wa,  were  sojd  for  $4,594.  Since  1836,  40,'295  acres  have  been  solfl*ror 
f  3:)2,'248  40;  and  about  189  lots  in  L.^  Salle,  Ottawa  and  Loclcport,  for 
f  77,793;  stone  and  timber  to  t'le  amount  of  $1).659.  And  sales  wore 
made  in  Ottawa  and  Chicago  in  l3'My  for  which  cash  has  been  received  to 
tiie  amount  of  $511,074  97;  and  there  is  now  due  the  canal  fund  on  ac- 
eount  of  sales, -the  sum  of  $'207,6S2  53. 

In  addition  to  this  balance,  the  property  belonging  to  the  canal  fund  ig 
as  follows: — 230,407  acres  of  land,  370  lots  in  Chicago,  679  in  Lockport, 
914  in  Ottawa^  1528  in  La  Salle,  other  town  propeity  to  be  laid  out  at  Ja» 
liet,  Dupage  and  other  jdaces;  and  the  water  power  on  theentii^e  lim*  of 
the  canai;  the  whole,  valued  by  the  ficting  canal  commissioner,  from 
whom  these  statistics  were  derived,  at  the  sum  of  fSjOStljOOO.  It  is,  hovr- 
ever,  due  to  the  subject  to  state,  thit  this  valuation  is  predicated  u}>on  the 
hypothesis  that  the  canal  is  to  be  completed,  or  in  srre  prospect  thn  *  of. 

This  work  has  progressed  nearly 'five-eighths  toward  completion,  even 
Accordingto  the  plan  hitherto  pur-ued  o/  an  enlarged  canal — ihcdcep  cat 
throuT^  the  summit  level,  mostly  rock,  and  using  the  lake  as  a  fcnrdcr. 
One  of  my  predecessors  in  his  message  of  December,  1834,  recommended 
th^ta  commencement  bhould  be  made  of  asteamlx)atctmal,  and  to  use  the 
'Waters  of  the  lake  as  a  feeder,  thereby  to  Improve  the  nnngaiton  of  the 
Illinois  river,  and  by  Jncreasing  itp <:urrcnt,  probably  **endcr  its  shores  more 
iMjalthy.  The  example  of  New  York  wa5  relied  on,  to  show  that  wc,  l»ke 
her,  if  we  comr^eQced  and  finished  a  canal  of  a  smaller  size,  in  the  first 
instance,  would  soon  be  compelled  to  enlarcje  it;  it  does  not,  however, ap- 
jpenr  to  have  occurred  to  the  statesmen  of  that  day,  that  the  smaller  canal 
wa?  nnwt  sill  table  to  dar  resources,  and  that  if  New  Yoik  bad  prbceeded 
to  make  her  enlarged  work  in  the  first  instjmce,  in  the  infancy  ^vf  her 
«ieans,  vory  probably  her  effort  would  have  been  as  abortive,  as  many  per- 
son-; fear  ours  has  been.  One  thing  is  pretty  ceriirn,  which  is,  that  enough 
has  already- been  expended  to  have  finished  a  canal  of  moderate  siz(\  and 
-sufficient  for  all  the  wants  of  the  people  for  many  years  to  come,  Hut 
such:  magnificent  ideas  had  seized  upon  our  imaginations,  that  moderation 
in  any  thing' was  out  of  the  question.  The  project  of  a  Meathbdat  canal, 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  and  rendering  its  shores 
more  healthy;  is  alluded  to  only  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  inflated 
and  boitibastic  Bi»(ions  prevailing  at  the  time,  which  by'bewilderiULi  and 
depraving  the  public  intellect,  finally  led  to  the  extravagances  subsequent?- 
ly  committed,  in  the  way  of  railroads  and  other  internal  improVenu^iits. 
Of  all  the'internal  improvements  authorized  by  former  legii^lation,  thl' ca- 
nal Was  perhaps  the  only  one  which  ouirhrat  the  time,  toiiave  l)cen  un- 
dertaken. The  Congress  of  the  United  St'ites  had  made  a  nnost  mnnlfi* 
cent  grant  of  lands,  which  we  held  in  trusi  for  this  express  purpose. — 
Therefore,  in  prosecuting  this  enterprfze  we  had  means  independent  of 
taxes;  so  that^or  predecessors  could  not  have  been  charged  with  cxtniv- 
agance  of  design,  if  their  efforts  had  been  confined  to  this  one  work. 

it  \b  confidently  believed,  that  the  residue  of  the  work  on  this  gtr^at 
entei^^rize  dan  be  completed  0t>  a  plan  of  a  small  high  level  canal,  amply 
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safiicient  for  the  purposes  of  trade  for  year?  to  come,  and  at  a  cost  of  one 
hn\(  less  than  the  estimates  for  the  plan  heretofore  pursued. 

The  cost  oi  completing  it  accoriing  to  the  original  plan,  i«i  estimated  at 
about  ^S^OOU/iOU;  whereas, if  one  of  a  more  nnodei:ate. size  upon. the  high 
level  plan,  using  the  Desplaines  and  Calimic  rivets  as  feeders,  should  be 
adapted,  the  highest  estimate  would  not  exceed  $l,5il0,0(i0. 

It  i<  fi'cely  conceded  that  the  more  magnificent  plan  hitherto  pursued^ 
is  entirely  the  most  captivating,  pjid  would  be  altogether  preferred,  if  eur 
resources  wore  adequate  thereto,  but  it  is  the  present^  or  early  use  of 
the  cannl,  which  is  most  desired  by  the  people.  Provicii^nce  bouniifullj 
crowns  their  labor  with  the  greatest  abundance,  but  the  greater  portion 
of  t^ieni  are  restricted  to  a  single  and  inadequate  market.  This  eommu* 
niration  would  open  another  and  a  better  market  for  three-fourths  of  the? 
people  ot  this  State,  and  a  large  portion  of  those  of  Misf^ouri  and  lowfi; 
and  by  withdrawing  them  from  the  southern  mart,  the  residue  of  the  pro- 
duce, which  is  obliged  to  go  there,  would  put  a  formidable  rival  out  of  its: 
waj.  This  is  a  eonsideration  which  ought  to  weigh  heavily  with  that  por* 
tion  of  the  State  which,  from  ^eotrraphical  position,  seems* least  interested 
in  the  work.  Theeajiy  completion  of  the  canal  is  akogieatly  to  be  de» 
sired,  as  the  only  present  means  of  paying  interest  on  the  debt  alrcridy  in* 
ciirrcd. 

1,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly^  that  the 
further  measures  lo  be  sidopted  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  should  be  ; 
upon  tlie  plan  of  a  moderate  sized  high  level  oanaL  I  am  Ailly  sensible  of 
the  great  responsibility  assumed  by  me,  in  making  this  recommend?) tion;  . 
nothing  but  a  full  conviction  W  our  inability  to  proceed  with  the  enlarged 
work  would  justify  a  change  of  plan  after  it  has  progressed  so  far  nd  it  has. 
But,  in  view  of  oar  present  and  prospective  went  of  credit  and  resources, 
it  does  seem  that  the  enlarged  work  is  not  to  be  acliieved  by  any  means 
DOW  in  our  power;  and,  indeed, it  does  seem  that  we  are  to  choose  between 
reduction  and  no  canal  of  any  description. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  to  hit  upon  the  most  appropriate  means 
of  f  jrther  progress.  Much  diversity  of  opinion  exists  on  this  subject;  I 
forbear,  at  this  time,  all  comment  uoon  the'V&rious  plans  proposed^  but  as- 
sure the  General  Assembly  that  it  will  aflford  me  sincere  pleasure  to  co-op*/ 
erate  with  the  two  houses  in  any  reasonable  course  of  proceeding,  which 
shaU  be  thought  to  be  inost  advisable.  I  reserve  for  a  special  mcBsage, 
some  further  suggestions  upon  this  subject,  in  which  it  .will  be  in  my  power 
to  communicate  more  information  than  I  now  possess. 

As  it  has  already  been  stated,  the  school  fund  amounts  to  $808,104  39^ 
of  this,  9)33'^,59*2  21  is  derived  from  the  surplus  revenue;  $415,575^  52 
from  the  three  per  cent,  school  fund,  and  $5u^917  6(>,  from  sale  of  semi* 
nary  lands.  It  appears  also,  that  there  is  nowdae  to  the  State  on  account 
of  the  three  per  cent,  fund,  the  further  sum  pf  ji37,*20G  39;  and  $4l,90U- 
35  appears  to  be  coming  to  the  State  as  our  distributive. share  of  the  pr>r 
ceeds  of  the  tales  of  the  public  lands.  This  latter  sum,  if  received,  the 
General  Assembly  can  rightfully  appropriate  as  the  wants  of  the  State 
may  require,  but  the  former  is  sacred  to  the  purpose  of  edncation.  <  It  hns 
been  our  fosmer  practice,  on  account  of  a  deficiency  of  revenue  and  too 
much  tear  of  levying  adequate  taxes,  to.  borrow  this  fond  as  it  occurred,* 
to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  goYenunent;  aad  pr«iuse  an  iateieatioC  4ix 
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per  cent.  t»  be  distributed  amongst  the  several  counties.  Good:  faith  to^ 
ourselves,  to  the  United  States  from  which  it  is  derived,  and  to  the  rising 
generation,  created  the  most  sacred  obligation  that  tiiiis  interest  should 
have  been  punctually  paid  in  good  money*  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been 
paid,  for  nearly  a  year  past,  in  depreciated  paper,  and  there  is  no  provis- 
ion by  existing  laws,  for  paying  it  otherwise  in  future.  It  does  seem  then^ 
that  if  wc  find  ourselves  unable  to  make  paynent  in  cash  or  its  just  equiv- 
alent, it  is  little  better  than  robbery  to  continue  the  system  of  .borrowing, 
and  a  guilt  but  little  less  is  contracted,  if  wc  refuse  to  make  provision  for 
paying  interest  in  good  funds,  on  the  sum  already  borrowed.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  no  system  of  revenue  and  expenditure  has  ever  existed  in  ihi& 
State;  the  appropriations  have  generally  exceeded  the  revenue,  and  hence 
the  necessity  of  borrowing  the  school  tiund  as  a  means  of  paying  current 
expenses.^  At  this  moment  our  domestic  debt  amounts  to  about  $313,080- 
19v  and  there  is  of  present  means,  about  $12,117  28,  in  the  paper  of  the 
two  banks,  in  the  treasury  to  pay  it.  Appropriations  have  been  constant- 
ly voted  without  reference  or  enquiry  as  to*  the  competency  of  the  reve- 
nue to  pa^  them;  and  thus  we  have  been  getting.deeper  and  deeper  in 
debt,  as  it  bur  purpose  was  to  subsist  by  expe«iicnts,  and  throw  the  bur- 
dens of  present  government  upon  future  generations.  It  does  seem  to  me^ 
that  the  main  cause,  to  which  this  want  of  system  is  to  be  attributed,  is 
that  our  predecessors  have  not  sufficiently  confided  in  the  reports  of  com- 
petent financial  committees,  who,  from  their  position  and  the  inquiries  ne- 
cessarily to  be  made  by  them,  could  survey  the  whole  ground  of  revenue 
and  expenditure.  A  reformation  in  this  particular  is  absolutely  essentieJi 
to-  any  advancement  in  correcting  existing  evils. 

The  State  taxes  for  the  year  1841  amounted  to  $210,445,  of  which,  the 
sum  of  $169,000  has  been  collected,  the  residue  is  to  be  accounted  for,  ei- 
ther as  having  been  expended  in  cx>ilecting  or  allowed  as  credits  (or  delin- 
quencies of  tax  payers.  The  press  amount  of  revenue  for  1842,  will 
probably  amount  to  $240,000,  of  which,  according  to  former  precedent, 
$210,000  may  be  collected.  The  expenditures  of  the  State  in  1841, 
amounted  to  $236,442,  and  in  1842,  $135,494. 

The  present  system  of  revenue  is  the  most  expensive  and  complicated 
which  could  well  have  been  devised;  more  officers  are  employed  in  collect- 
ing, than  in  any  other  State,  and  the  compensation  allowed  them  is  unne- 
cessarily high.  No  less  than  two  officers,  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  at 
the  seat  of  Qovernment,  and  s'x  others,  consisting  of  an  assessor  and  col- 
lector, clerks  of  the  circuit,  and  the  county  commissioners'  court,  and  sher- 
ifif  and  printer  for  each  county,  are  employed  at  an  expense  estimated  as 
equal  to  twelve  and  one  half  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  assessment.  The 
cost  of  printing  the  deliiqucnt  list  alone,  amounts  to  $5,530  80.  By 
abolishing  the  ceremony  of  carrying  the  delinquent  list  into  the  circuit;, 
court  ior  judgment,  the  agency  of  one  of  the  clerks,  and  the  cost  of  sev- 
eral transcripts,  could  be  dispensed  with;  and  by  requiring  the  whole  du-* 
ty  of  collection  to  be  perfoimed  by  either  the  sheriff  or  collector,  the 
amount  of  compensation  could  be  reduced. 

The  amount  of  expenditures  also,  in  every  department  of  government 
b  unnecessarily  high,  and  appropriations  have  constantly  been  made, 
which  could  have  been  dispensed  with.  The  amount  .of  salaries,  if  paid 
is  good  money,  ought  to  be  reduced. .  Many  offiicas  on  tlio  canal  and  rail- 
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road  ought  to  be  abolished.  A  greater  amount  of  public  printing  and 
binding,  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  has  been  ordered;  i\\id  a  higher 
price  has  been  paid  for  the  same  than  will  te  Justified  by  the  present  worth 
and  scarcity  of  money.  Special  appropriations  have  been  made,  for  the 
last  two  years,  which  need  not  occur  asain  in  the  next,  for  the  State 
House,  for  furniture,  for  a  library,  for  publishing  reports,  for  rcnts,for  por- 
traits of  Washington  and  Lafayette,  for  witnl'sses,  contested  elections, 
clerk  hire,  paper,  taking  the  census,  presidiential  election,  and'  to  various 
individuals,  amounting  to  about  $51,000.  These  various  reformations 
oa^t  ta  reduce  the  expenditures  for  the  next  two  years,  about  $80,000. 

The  use  of  the  State  Bank  for  fiscal  purposes,  by  creating  a  necessity 
for  paying  interest  on  Auditor*8  warrants,  has  cost  the  State  since  1837, 
about  $50,000,  and  we  are  now  paying,  that  institution,  for  acting  as  the 
treasury  of  the  State,  and  for  the  privilege  of  using  its  depreciated  paper, 
a  sum,  varying  between  five  and*  ten  thousand  dollars  annually.  Allow 
me  respectfully  to  suggest  that  the  desperate  condition  of  the  State,  and 
the  universal  voice  of  our  constituents,  imperatively  demand  a  reformation 
in  all  these  particulars,  and  the  practice  of  the  strictest  economy. 

The  state  of  the  banks  and  of  the  currency,  will  claim  a  large  portion 
of  your  attention.  These  institutions  have  been  allowed  from  time  to 
time  to  suspend  specie  payments  for  most  of  the  time  since  the  summer  of 
1837.  They  have  both  become  insolvent  since  the  last  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  although  no  specie  was  demanded  of  them.  All  confidence 
in  tfaem  has  ceased;  their  notes  have  been  greatly  depreciated,  and  al- 
though  the  banks  of  the  west  and  south-west  have  generally  resumed,  no 
day  lias  yet  been  appointed  for  a  resumption  in  this  State.  We  have  suf- 
fered all  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  paper  circulation;  the  first  of  which 
is  a  great  and  sudden  scarcity  of  money.  The  specie,  which  ought  to  be 
ID  circulation,  is  locked  up  in  the  banks;  a  large  amount  of  the  deprecia- 
ted paper  has  been  purchased  up  and  held  on  speculation,  and  the  residue, 
has  just  been  sufficient  to  keep  money  of  a  better  character  from  coming 
amount  us.  Consequently  we  have  been  left  without  money;  property 
has  fallen  unusually  low  in  price,  and  the  products  of  the  farmer  have  been 
almost  unsaleable.  The  question  now  is,  whether  bank  suspension,  with  all 
its  attendant  evils,  shall  be  further  tolerated  and  permanently  engrafted  on. 
our  institutions  as  an  article  of  settled  policy.  It  is  continually  asked  in  ' 
tbe  community,  what  will  be  done  by  the  General  Assembly  to  make  our 
currency  better?  The  answer  is  obvious;  compel  the  Banks  to  resume 
specie  payments.  If  they  cannot  resume,  no  measure  short  of  legislating 
money  into  their  vaults,  will  enhance  the  value  of  their  paper. 

I,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly  to  order  a  resumption 
of  specie  payments  at  an  early  day,  and  if  the  banks  cannot  comply,  to 
provide  for  winding  them  up  with  the  least  possible  delay  and  withdraw- 
ine  their  notes  from  circulation. 

I  am  not  prepared  with  information  to  state  whether  they  can  or  can- 
lot  maintain  a  resumption.  I  will,  however,  venture  the  opinion,  that 
neither  of  them  will  be  in  a  condition  to  resume,  unless  their  specie  on 
band  should  be  nearly  equal  to  their  immediate  liabilities.  If  they  had 
been  mere  neighborhood  banks,  with  a  circulation  confined  to  one  or  two 
coanties,  they  might,  by  honesty  and  correct  dealing,  soon  regain  the  pub- 
lic confidence,  but  these  have  been  great  and  imposing  institutrons,  wiU^  a 
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circulation  of  $4,500,000,  scattered  over  the  whole  west  and  south.  And 
it  seems  to  me  difficult  to  regain  a  confidence  which  has  been  lost  in  so 
great  a  district  of  country.  It  would  be  proper,  at  all  evepts,  for  the 
General  Assembly  to  make  the  most  thorough  and  impartial  examination 
into  the  state  of  their  business,  and  upon  a  full  knowledge  of  all  facts, 

Crovide  such  a  remedy  as  will  relieve  the  country  fi-om  the  curse  and 
light  of  broken  banks,  and  their  depreciated  paper. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  certain  charters  granted  to  the  people 
of  Nauvoo.  These  charters  are  objectionable  on  many  accounts,  but  par- 
ticularly on  account  of  the  powers  granted.  The  people  of  the  Slate 
have  become  aroused  on  the  subject,  and  anxiously  desire  that  those  char- 
ters should  be  modified  so  as  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  Nauvoo  no  greater 
privileges  than  those  enjoyed  by  others  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

There  are  many  other  subjects  of  great  interest,  such  as  the  encourage- 
ment of  education  and  agriculture,  a  general  revision  of  the  laws,  and  the 
establishment  of  an  efTeclive  militia  system,  which  might  be  alluded  to; 
but  to  do  justice  to  them,  would  make  this  communication  too  voluminous 
for  the  occasion.  I  have  confined  myself  to  a  few  great  subjects  of  pres- 
sing  and  immediate  interest,  such  as  the  public  debt,  the  canal,  the  bnnks, 
the  revenues,  and  to  such  reformation  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  restore 
the  public  credit  and  happiness. 

If  a  sound  currency  can  be  restored,  if  the  arrangement  can  be  made 
with  the  banlts  for  a  return  of  our  bonds,  if  upon  any  plan  the  canal  can 
be  finished,  so  as,  by  the  tolls  and  property  belonging  thereto,  the  people 
can.  be  relieved  of  the  debt  incurred  for  its  construction^  and  if  we  can  so 
dispose  of  thf  residue  of  State  property  as  to  liquidate  a  reasonable 
amount  of  the  remaining  debt,  we  will  have  accomplished  that  which  is  of 
the  most  vital  interest  at  present. 

In  conclusion,!  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  thorough  disposition  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  all  measures  calculated  to  advance  the  public  w  Ifare. 

THOMAS  FORD. 

Spruiofield,  December  8, 1842. 
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REPORT 

OF   THE 

AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS 

Of  the  State  o/IUincist  to  the  General  Assembly  f  December  5, 1842. 


DECEMBER  5,  184:^ 
Laid  on  the  toUe,  and  500  oopiM  ordered  to  be  printed. 


AuDiTOft'9  OmoB,  Illihois, 

Springfield,  December  5,  (842. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Sfeaksr 

of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  ninth  section  of  an  act  entitled  ^An  act,  to 
consolidate  the  acts  relative  to  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  and  election  . 
of  Attorney  General,''  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  General  Assem- 
hlj,  the  following  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  grei^  respect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SHIELDS, 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
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A  skUement  shetoing  the  c&ndition  of  the  School,  College^  and  Seminary 
Fundi  on  the  firgt  day  o/Decemherj  1842.     ^ 

Amount  of  school  fund  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1842,    -  -  -  -  $346,336  «1    , 

Amount  of  surplus  revenue  which  was  added 
to  the  school  fiind,  4th  March,  1837,      -    335,592  32  $681,918  53 

Amount  of  college  fund  on  the  1st  day  of 

January,  1842,  ...  89^249  20 

Amount  of  seminary  fund  on  the  1st  day  of 

January,  1842,  -  -  .    56,817  66 

Amount  received  into  the  Treasury  since  the 

1st  day  of  January,  1842,  -  -         100  00 

56,917  66 

Total  amount  of  school,  college  and  seminary 


fund, 1808,085  39 
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Attakment  shewing  the  amaiint  of  toarrants  drawn  upon  the  State  Bank 
fromthe  1st  d^  of  December,  1840,  to  the  Isl  day  of  December,  1843,/or 
the  current  expenses  of  the  State j  and  charged  to  the  following  accounts, 
viz:  • 


To  whatcharfed. 


Amount. 


Special  appropriatioDfl,         .  .  . 

iDterest  on  school,  college  and  seminaTT  funds 

Wolf  scalps, 

Incidental  expenses 

State  Hoose  special  appropriation. 

Interest  fund,         ^  - 

Judiciary,     ... 

Coanty  Assessors,  ^  -  r 

Fnblic  Printing,     *  - 

CSrcoit  Attcomejs,     - 

Distribution  of  laws  and  journals, 

Tbe  Militia, 

Contingent  Fund,    - 

Bountj  on  silk. 

Redemption  money. 

Taxes  refunded,       -^ 

Appropriations  to  witnesses, 

do  for  library, 

do  to  counties, 

Penitentiary  Inspectors, 
PubBc  Binding, 
General  Assembly, 
The  GoFomor, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
Secretary  of  State, 
Treasurer, 
Attorney  General, 


Deduct  from  the  above  sum,  amount  expended  for  spedal 

disbursement. 
Leaves  this  sum  disbuned  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 

the  Government, 


$35,489  48 

85,098  75 

ia037  00 

5,170  91 

36,8S5  28 

43,350  00 

26,695  19 

11,158  17 

9,865  38 

5,146  94 

1,S95  13 

1,670  00 

4,851  94 

530  35 

162  96 

1,037  93 

295  87 

4,810  00 

1,148  42 

228  00 

5,530  80 

67,036  00 

3,000  00 

4,600  00 

3,600  00 

3,200  00 

1«333  92 


374,401  19 
106,896  21 


1267,504  96 
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9  PBT 

A.  itatement  of  the  onMint  tkawn  from  tkt  Trtotuty  on  account  of  the 
Contingent  Fund,  from  December  1st,  1840,  to  December  1st,  1842. 


Due. 


1840. 
Dee.       1. 


«         2 


1841. 
Felx     20. 


«       26 


Mareh  15. 


M  (4 


«        16 


April       5. 


«        23 


To  whom  paid,  and  for  what. 


To  waiTAnts  to  D.  Ghapmati,  in  foil,  for  fitting 
np  Speaker's  seat,  making  and  hanging  cur- 
tains, and  in  the  Senate  chamber, 

T^o  warrants  to  Wm*  H6dge,  in  full,  for  pub- 
lishing Governor^  proclamation,  convening 
the  Legislature,  special  session,  1840, 

To  warrants  to  Jas.  L.  Boyd,  in  full,  for  pub- 
lishing the  Governor^  proclamation,  con- 
"Tening  the  LegislaturCt  special  session,  184P, 

To  warrants  to  S.  Francis  &  Co.,  in  full,  for 

'  publishing  the  Governor's  proclamatfon,  con- 
vening the  Legislature,  sesdon^  1839  and 
*40,  and  special  session  1840,  and  reward  for 
the  apprehension  of  Hume,  a  fugitive  from 
justice,      -        -        -        - 

To  warrants  to  John  McDonald,  in  A|II,  for 
publishing  in  the  ^^Ulinois  Sentinel,''  the  Gov- 

'  emor's  proclamatfon,  convening  the  Legisla- 
turc)  special  session,  1840,  -        .        . 

To  warrants  to  T.  A.  S.  Doniphan,  in  full,  for 
publbhing  in  ^the  Mississippi  Free  Trader" 
the  Governor's  reward  offered  for  the  appre- 
hcnsion  of  Jas.  Graham^  a  fugitive  from  jus- 
tice, -.---.. 

To  warrants  to  Bolton  &  Patterson,  !n  foil, 
for  publishing  the  Governoi^  reward  for  the 
apprehension  of  E»  Bavis  and  J*  Graham,  fu- 
gitives from  justice,  ^  -        . 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  Stewart,  in'  full,  for  pub- 
lishing the  Govemor^s  proclamation,  conven- 
ing the  Legislature,  special  session,  1840;  and 
reward  for  the  ^pprelteasion  of  Bavis  andtSra- 
ham,  fogitites  from  justice,  ... 

To  warranto  to  Thomas  Henderson,  in  foil, 
for  his  services  and  expenses  in  goihg  to  the 
Executive  of  Pennsjh'ania  to  demand  Jas. 
P*  Graham,  accused  of  the  murdorof'Wm. 
A.  Law,  -        -        .        .        J        . 

To  warrants  to  J.  0.  ^Ihache,  in  full,  for 
publishing  in  •*the  Alton  Telegraph**  the 
Governors  proclamation,  convening  the  Le- 
gislature, special  session,  1840, 


Amoanu 


f  161  00 
5  00 
525 


27  00 


5  00 


30  00 


20  00 


13  00 


142  75 


3  00 


iwi 


la 

Contingent  Fund^-^onAuwA. 


Date. 

1841. 

May      21. 

*•        26 
June        5 

Aug.      2. 
"        5 


SepU       A 
20 


Oct       21 


M  14 


Dec.     29. 


To  whom  pmld,  and  for  what. 


To  warrants  to  John  Carlin,  in  full,  for  his  ser- 
vices and  expenses  in  conv€(jr:ng  State  Bond^ 
from  Quincy  to  Springfield, 

To  warrants  to  John  .OarliOf  in  full,  for  his  ser- 
vices and  expenses  in  coi^vejing  State  Bonds 
from  Springneld  to  New  York,  ^ 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morsei  in  full,  for 
his  services  and  expenses  as  a  sp^ial  ines^ 
senger  to  the  Governoi^      -        -        -    *.   - 

To  warrants  to  Isaac  Greathouse,  in  full,  S^v 
his  services  in  conveying  Moses  May,  a  con- 
idct,  froip  the  penitentiary  to  Pike  county, 
on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  ... 

To  warrants  to  John  ftL  Krum,  in  full,  for  his 
services  in  examiniBg  into  the  situation  of  S. 
T.  Sawyer's  property,  searching' records  and 
attending  to  sale  of  printing  office,     .  - 

To  warrants  to  Samuel  B.  Chandler,  in  full, 
for  his  services  and  expenses  in  going  to  St. 
Loub,  and  for  amount  advanced  by  him  to 
the  jailer  in  removing  Zalman .  Holmes  fi^m 
St  Clair  county,  Missouri,  to  St.  Clair  coaoi 
ty,  Illinois, 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.Bassett,  for  advertising 
proclamation  for  apprehension  of  P.  B. 
Hume,       ^       -,.*..        - 

To  warrants  to  John  Carlin,  in  full,  for  his 
services  aad  expenses  in  going  to  the  Execu- 

.  tive  of  Mi3souri,  to  demand  John  Rose,  who 
was  committed  to  jail  in  Pike  county,  Mis* 
souri,  on  a  charge  of  horse  stealing  ia  Pike 
county,  Illinois,         -        -       .       - 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  Ward,  in  full^  for  hjs 
account  of  boarding,  receiving  and  dischai;g- 
•ing  Z.  Holmes  at  the  jail  of  Su  Clair  county, 
on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  »        - 

To.  warrants  toS.  B.  Chandler,  in  full,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  in  conveying  Charles 
Benton  from  the  jail  in  St  Loub,  to  the  jail 
in  St.  Clair  count;^,  Illinois,        ... 

To  warrants  to  Virgil  Hickox,  in  full,  for 
amount  advanced  by  him  towards  comple- 
ting Supreme  Court,  xoom,  - .      *- 
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Contingent  Fwmt— CMttiaaed. 


1«] 


Date. 


1S42. 
Jan.      SO. 

Feb.      IL 


March    4 


•*     .  7 

.    **  16 

^  24 

«  25 

f  "  29 

April  L 


To  whoB  paid,  and  for  what^ 


To  watranta  to  IL  ;B.  Houghtm,  in  feU^  fbr 
publishing  the  GkHreriKir's  pEoclaination, 

To  ii?arranls  to  IX  Rockwell^  in  AiU,  for  a  re- 
cord made  out  upon  tl^e  order  of  the  Attor* 
ney  Geoeral,  in  the  caae  of  the  Treasurer,  vt • 
Thomas  Mather,  to  be  taken  lo  Sopresie 
Court,       -        *        -        -        -       -        - 

To  warrants  to  Jno.  Steel,  in'  fullt.for  his  ser- 
vices as  agent  for  the  State,  in  appraising 
and  estimatiDf  work  done,  and  matenab  filr- 
ni^h^doQ  the  Alton  and  Mt.  Oarmel  Rail- 
road, in  xsooformity  to  an  act  entitled  '^An 
act,  to  authc^rlxe  the  Mu  Carmei  and  Alton 
Railroad  Company  tp  construct  the  Southem 
Cross  RailixMM,"  Approved,  Febraary  37th, 
1841, ^ 

To  warrants  to  William  Walters,  in  full,  fbr 
his  account  fbr  publishing  canal  report,  Ar 
Secretary's  office,        -        •        .        .      • 

To  wairants  to  John  Carlin,  in  fall,  for  his 
s^rvLo6s  and  expeases  in  conveying  CfaarlcB 
Howard,  a  furtive  from  justice,  froia  St 
Louis,  Mo.,  to  Jackson  county,  Illinois, 

Towanxuitsto  John  Wentwortb^  in  full,  for 
publishing  the  Governor's  prodamaticHi,  for 
the  appr^noon  <^JPatheree,  a  fugitive  from 

Justice,       ..-.*.- 

To  McDonald  &  Roberts,  in  fUll,  for  pablish- 
lag  tlie  Goveroor's  proclamation  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  Fatheree,  a  fugitive  from  jqs- 
tice,     •'-r        -        -•r*.. 

To  warrants  to  J<ritn  Cailin,  in  full,  for  his 
services  and  expenses  q$  ra^ssengeri  to  the 
Governor  of  If  issdurit    .    -       - 

lb  warrants  to  S»  J.  lankiewiee, In  fuU,  ibr  Us 
services  and  travelling  appeases  as  special 
messenger  from  the  iUiditor^s  office  to  the 
Governor  of  lUioois^       .      ' 


48  «0 
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Qmiingent  Fund — Contiwiecl. 


Date. 


To  whom  i^aid,  and  for  what. 


Amoaat. 


1843. 
May       6. 


(( 

u 

*  ■«« 

t( 

a 

«• 

4C 

tf 

ii 

« 

«< 

<i 

M 

«( 

Jane 

21. 

24 


July  8. 

**  22 

u  9 

4(  (C 


To  warrants  to  Wm.  L.  B*  Ewihg,  in  part 
for  an  appropriation  made  him  by  the 
Grovcmor  ror  his  services  and  expenses  in  se- 
lecting lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^*An  act  to 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pubKc  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  rights," 
approved.  Sept  4di,  1841,  and  in  conformi- 
tv  to  the  "Act  to  authorize  the  Governors  of 
Illinois,  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  to  cause  (o 
be  selected  the  lands  therein  mentionedy''  ap- 
proved March  I9th,  1842, 

To  warrants  to  Wiliiam  Carlin,  in  part  of  the 
appropriation  as  above,       -        -        .        - 

To  warrants  to  Samuel  Whiteside^  do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  C.  Greenup,      do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  Isaac  S.  Berry,  do.     do. 

To  warrants  to  John  B.  Young,         do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  Jacob  Judy,  do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  Samuel  W.  Rogers,   do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  William  H.  Carlin,    do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Pitman,  in  full,  for  his 
services  and  expei^ses  as  a  special  messenger 
to  the  Executive  of  Missouri,  to  demand  a 
fugitive  from  iustice,  -        -        ^ 

To  warrants  to  Michael  McNamara,  in  full,  for 
cutting  wood,  (60  cords)  piling  same  in  the 
basement  of  State  House,  making  and  keep- 
ing up  fire  in  the  offices  of  Auditor,  Treas- 
surcr  and  Secretary  *  of  State,  and  taking 
care  of  furniture,  and  of  other  property  about 
the  State  House,  from  ISth  October,  1841, 
to  !3th  May,  1842,  -        - 

To  warrants  to  E.  Abbott,  in  lull,  for  publish- 
ing the  Governor'*  proclamation  in  the  Illi- 
nois Statesman,  for  the  apprehension  ni  Jno. 
Williams  of  Clark  connty,  .        -        . 

To^arrants  to  Wm.  G.  jGreeniip,  in  part  for 
his  services  and  expenses  in  selecting  lands 
granted  to  the  State  by  act  of  Congress, 

To  warrants  to  Isaac  S.  Berry,  in  part,  for 
same  as  above,  -        -        -        - 

To  warrants  to  John  B.  Young,         do.    do. 


$100  OU 

100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 


192  00 


140  60 


200 


100  00 

100  00 
100  00 
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m 


Dftt^a 


Ta  wbo^n  paid,,  and  ibr  whaw 


Amomat. 


1843. 
July       .9 

44  «< 

«       36 

«(  44 

«        37 


OcU      31. 


14         a 


M  44 

44  a 

•^  33 

Not.  1. 


To  warrants  to  Isaac  S.  Berry,  ipk  full,  do.    do. 

To  warrants  to  John  B.  Young,         do.    do* 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  H*  Carlin,         do.    do» 

To  warrants  to  Samuel  W.  Rogers,  do.    do, 

To  warrants  to  James  Shields,  in  full,  for 
amount  paid  by  him  to  engraver  for  State . 
bonds,  engraved  with  impressions  and  cou- 
pons, and  lor  his  own  expenses  in  going  to 
Cincinnati  and  back,  .... 

To  warrants  to  John  H.  Pettit,  in  fuUt  for  pub* 
lishing  the  Governor's  proclamation,  offering 
a  reward  for  the  apprenensioD  of  South  and 
Rockwell,  and  for  printing  twelve  quires 
circulars, 

To  warrants  to  Daniel  D*  Waite,  in  full  for 
publishing  tho  notice  of  the  Governor,  Audi- 
tor and  Treasurer,  prohibiting  the  receipt 
of  the  State  Bank  paperi     •       -        .        . 

To  warrants  to  E.  F.  Fletcher,  in  full,  for  pub- 
lishing the  notice  as  above,  ... 

To  warrants  to  George  M.  Shipper,  for  pub- 
lishing the  notice  of  the  Governor,  Auditor 
and  Treasurer,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of 
State  Bank  paper  for  taxes  of  1843,    - 

To  warrants  to  P.  B.  Stone,  in  full,  for  pub- 
lishing the  notice  as  above,  ... 

To  warrants  1o  Brown  &  Somcrs,  in  full,  for 
publishing  the  notice  as  above, 

To  warrants  to  John  Wentworth,  in  full,  for 
publishing  the  notice  as  above,    ... 

To  warrants  to  William  E.  Jones,  in  full,  for 
publishing  two  proclamations  of  the  Execu- 
tive officers,  prohibitiBg  State  Bank  paper,   - 

To  warrants  to  Z.  Eastman,  in  full,  for  pub- 
lishing the  notice  of  the  Governor,  Auditor 
and  Ireasurer,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of 
State  Bank  paper  for  taxes  of  1843,     - 

To  warrantf  to  S.  Penn,  in  full,  for  publish, 
ing  the  Governor's  proclamation,  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  Wm.  Fatheree,  a  fugitive  from 
justice, 


$  330  0» 
360  00 
310  00 
300  00 


467  00 

33  75 

300 
3  00 

300 
300 
300 
300 

900 
1  50 
9  00 


C«l 
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ConUngMi  FiiTuf— Coatimtod* 


IHlM» 


To  wfaom  paici,  and  forwbat. 


AlBOttllt* 


1842. 

Nov.       5* 


11 


*•        25 


"       29 


To  warrants  to  Stephens'  &  Knodle,  in  full,  for 
publishing  the  notice  in  the  Rock  River  Re- 

ejrter,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  the  Sftite 
ank  paper,  for  the  State  revenue  foi  the 
year  1843, 

To  warranto  to  S.  Francis  &.  Co.,  in  fall,  for 
publishing  the  Governor's  proclamation,  for 
the  apprehension  of  J.  Smith  and  Rockwell^ 
and  for  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  receipt 
of  the  State  Bank  paper  for  the  State  reve- 
nue of  1842,      -        -        -  •     - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  D.  Latshaw,  for  publish- 
ing the  Executive  proclamation  in  **the  Wa- 
bash Republican,"  j>robibiting  the  receipt  of 
State  Bank  paper  for  State  revenue,    - 

To  warrants  to  A,  N.  Ford,  in  fall,  for  pub* 
lishing  the  Executive  proclamation  in  **the 
Illinois  Gazette,"  prohibiting  the  receipt  of 
State  Bank  paper  for  revenue  of  1842,         ^ 


$1  75 


13  00 


10  00 


3O0 
$4,851  94 


A  eomparatm  ^ajlemaU  cf  the.  Bcvmw  of  1841  and  of  the  year  1842. 


Adami, 

Alexander, 

Bond, 

Boooe, 

Brown, 

Borean, 

GalboDD, 

Carroll, 

Ooss, 

Cluistian, 

Cktb, 

Ghampaign, 

Clinton, 

Coles, 

Cook, 

Oawifbrd, 

DeKalb, 

DeWitt, 

DuPage, 

Bdgar, 

Edwards, 

Fayette,  i 

Fnaidln, 

BUt«gi, 

GallaUo, 

Greene, 

Gnndy, 

Hamilton, 

Hancock, 

Hardin, 

Henrr,   . 

Henderson, 

Iroquois,' 

Jackson, 

Jasper, 

Jeffersoo, 

Jersey, 

JoI^TxeM, 

Johnson, 

Kane, 

Kno:^ 


CoantiM; 


f  10,032  07 
1^7  81 
1,385  81 

204  51 
1,943  52 
2,859  99 
1,285  14 

198  75 
1,778  94 

1.146  25 
639  31 

2,885  41 

720  00 
1,903  75 
2,988  24 
5,6H4  48 
1,551  19 

217  22 
1,176  05 

739  11 
3,675  21 
1,136  75 

227  16 
1,143  38 

527  49 

5.250  49 
3,518  51 

4.251  10 
957  37 
464  23 

5,111  77 

291  16 

1,845  88 

2,094  24 

589  04 

1,465  01 

195  68 

1,126  90 

2,560  58 

1.147  72 
845  25 
578  36 

4,242,65 


1842. 


110^256  20 

1,565  84 
277  m 
3,883  94 
3,253  48 
1,241  00 
183  09 
1,652  79 
1,781  37 

2,115  57 
929  24 
1,235  09 
3,161  17 
6,975  72 
1,146  84 
252  02 
1,556  61 

3,365  88 
1,194  45 


6,450  75 
2,780  96 
4,069  64 
1,140  60 

493  78 
•«,568rr 

300  30 
1,651  64 
2,117  39 

872  94 
1,350  35 

26S00 
l,3i3  34 
2,714  79 
2,587  87 

80154 

701  91 
4,626  76 


[48]  16' 

Congta^rative  riatemeni  of  Revenue — Continued. 


CountiM. 

18il. 

1842. 

Kendall,      .... 

|668  35 

|734  75 

Lake,            -            -            - 

317  6G 

330  80 

La  Salle 

7,288  85 

5,487  13 

Lawrence,   -            .            -            - 

2,168  98 

1,736  08 

Livingston,  -           -            -            - 
Lee,             .           .           -           • 

117  41 

^4  26 

282  40 

Logan,         .... 

1,267  29 

1,716  17 

Macon,         -            -        .    - 

1,123  00 

Macoupin,    -            .            -            - 

4,441  87 

5,653  20 

McLean,      -           .           . 

2,794  36 

3,087  04 

McDonoogh,            .           -            - 

5,039  31 

4,294  96 

McHonrj, 

394  83 

510  35 

Madison, 

9,394  65 

Marion,        .            -            -            - 
Marshall,      -            - 

760  80 

996  37 

1,9»5  42 

1,890  84 

Menard,        .... 

2,276  03 

1,807  06 

Mercer,        .            -            -            - 

.1,995  52 

1,979  36 

Montgomery, 

1,088  53 

1,684  66 

Monroe,       .           -           -           - 

1,783  17 

Morgan,       -            .            -            - 

10,133  72 

Mason,         .           -           -            - 

286  52 

647  45 

Ogle,            .... 

504  73 

469  47 

Peoria,          -            .            -            - 

4,801  44 

5^432  26 

Perry,          .            .            .            - 

1,028  10 

1,009  54 

Pike,            .... 

5,920  31 

'     7,334  2t 

Pope,            - 

674  16 

693  56 

Piatt,           .... 

•    193  74 

447  37 

Putnam,        ,             .             -              - 

1,207  34 

1,370  97 

Randolph,     -             .            -             - 

2,811  78 

2.264  45 

Rock  Island,              -            -             - 

1,377  98 

1,665  52 

Sangamon,   •            -             •             -. 

10,855  69 

11,299  24 

Scott,            •    '       - 

1,941  81 

2,134  00 

Schuyler,      -            •            - 

3,312  27 

3,339  63 

Shelby,        .... 

1,618  23 

Stark,           .            ,.            .             . 

1,382  46 

1,668  12 

St.  Clair,     .             -            -            . 

6,845  82 

Stephenson,             ... 

466  78 

Tazewell,    .... 

4,383  39 

4,500  25 

Union,         ... 

1,372  09 

1,426  10 

Vermilion,  • 

4,700  32 

4,337  52 

Wabash,      .... 

1,732  53 

1,736  66 

Warren,      ♦             ... 

4,319  67 

4,017  66 

Washington,             ... 

1,199  48 

1,266  61 

Wayne,      .... 

902  43 

970  66 

17  [4G(i 

Oamfor^oe  0§mait  of  JZewnwe— Continoed. 


ConndM. 

IML 

vm. 

WUte,       ^           -          -          . 

Wldteside,  .... 

Will, 

WiUianHon, 

'Winnebaco,             -        .   -           - 

Woodford,    -           -         .  - 

Richland,     .... 

#1360  93 
335  34 
3,398  39 
83S88 
543  45 
886  30 

•  1360  33 
313  74 
3307  31 
597  50 
610  57 
1,166  79 
445  09 

Total  assessment,      -  • 

$  910,445  08 

185389  18 
(*)  34,610  83 

Total,              ... 

1330300  00 

The  amomit  of  asfesiment  in  fourteen  codnties  for  184S|  has  not  ^ 
been  ascertained  ut  tfiii  office—probable  amount  inierted  with  an  estensk 
(^iB|M,61»a* 
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19  151] 

Iq  1837  the  State  received  ^477,919  14  of  surplus  reveoue  from  the 
General  GoTernment.  Oae  Uiw  directed  that  part  of  this  ^um  sboold  be 
applied  to  pajr  off  the  debt  due  the  school  fund,  which  was  (it  that  time 
$3^,592  32;  another  law  directed  it  to  be  added  to  the  school  fund,  and 
a  third  directed  It  to  be  pmd  to  the  JHtuks  ^po^  the  stock  taken  by  the 
State  in  those  institutions.  In  the  midst  of  these  conflicting  directions, 
tlie  Fund  Commissioner  pfiid  ^335,600  to  the  bpmks  on  account  of  stock, 
and  the  Auditor  added  $3353^2  32,  not  in  money,  but  in  credit  to  the 
school  fund;  upon  this  credit  the  State  is  still  paying  interest.  The  whole 
amount  actually  borrowed  of  the  school,  college  and  seminary  funds  at  dif- 
ferent times  is  $472,493  07.  Upon  this,  I  conceive  the  State  bound,  un- 
der, all  circumst^ces,  to  pay  interest  faithfully;  but  it  will  be  for  the  Leg* 
isliiture  to  determine,  whether  the  people  shall  be  called  upon  for  taxes  to 
pay  interest  on  surplus  revenue  as  school  fundi  which  has  b^ea  invested  ia 
Bank  stock. 


[52J 
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The  follofwing  statement  ^  shown  the  probable  amount  of  funds  necessary  io 
fhfray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Oovemment^for  the  years  commencing 
1st  December^  1842,  and  ending  1st  December^  1844. 


For  what  particular  branch  of  eiEpendimre. 


Amounu 


$10,000  00 

3,000  00 

300  00 

900  00 
5,000  00 
5,000  00 

66,729  00 

12,000  00 

200  00 

1,000  00 

50,000  00 
5,000  00 
2,500  00 
1,300  00 

27,000  00 
4,000  00 
3,000  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 
1,400  00 
5,600  00 


1,500  00 
$199,839  00 


Conveying  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary  -        -        - 

Advertising  delinquent  lands         -        -        -        .        - 
Abstracts  of  Jatids  entered  in  the  State  of  Illinois  - 
Sheriffs'  and  clerks'  fees,  on  lands  sold  to  the  State  for 

taxes ••. 

Incidental  e^rpcnses *        - 

Contingent  fond  ---*.--- 
Interest  on  school,  college  and  seminary  fands 

County  assessors 

Redemption  money 

Penitentiary  Inspectors 

General  Assembly 

Public  Printing    -------- 

Public  Binding    --- 

Distribution  of  laws  and  journals        .        .        -        - 

The  Judiciary ... 

The  Governor     -        -        -        -- 

The  Auditor -        •        . 

The  Secretary  of  State 

The  Treasurer 

The  Attorney  General         - 

The  Circuit  Attorneys        -        -        -        - 
Taxes  on  lands  sold  to  State,  on  which  county  tax  has 
been  paid  into  State  Treasury,  and  to  be  paid  over  to 
respective  counties  ------- 

Total 


21  (63) 

These  reductions  if  will  be  seen,  are  not  only  practicable  but  required 
kj  theinability  of  the  people  an4  the  wretched  condition  of  the  curren- 
cy.  The  salaries  of  officers  caarot  be  considered  exorbitant  now,  but 
owiog^i  the  depreciation  of  State  £aak  paper,  tiiey  have*  been  compel- 
led to  ac^cept  less  for  some  time  past,  tnd  the  foregoing  amounts  will  all^ 
ford  them  soodething  like  rerauneration  for  their  services.  With  an  abun- 
4aiittreiisury  it  might  be  politic  perhaps  to  encotHrage  •  by  bounties  the 
growth  of  ailk,  the  killing  of  wolves  &€•,  but  in  the  present  embarrassed 
cooditioQ  of  the  finances,  such  expenses  can  be  dispensed  with  without  af* 
fecting  the  general  prosperity.  From  the  bo^t  infonnttion  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  on  the  subject,  the  piblic  printing  and  binding  will  admit 
of  lame  reduction.  The  laws  of  the  session  Jike  the  journals,  mi^tbe  bound 
in  boards.  Indeed  some  of  the  old  wealthy  staies^are  more  economical  than 
we  are  in  this  respect,  as  it  is  only  their  reviseii  laws  wliieh  are  bound  in 
boards.  Some  reduction  might  also  be  effected  in  the-  expense  of  collecting 
the  revenue.  Printers  inst^td,of  being  paid  as  now  by  the  lot  or.  tract, 
might  be  paid  by  the  thousand  ems.  This  WDuld  reduce  the  expense  of 
advertisioff  doUnque^t  J^ds  about  one  half.  The  pay  «f  dsscBSors,  col- 
lectors and  clerks  may  oiau  admit  of  some  i^dckctiona  It  is  not  absolately 
fieceisary.  for  collectors  to  traverse  their  respective  counties  to  collect 
taxes.  A  public  notice  at  :^e  couiity  seat  of  each  county  or  hi  ezieh  jus- 
tice's district  of  the  time  and  place  of  paynoent,  would  most'l^ely  be  suf- 
£cient  The  collection  of  taxes  in  the  several  counties  through  the  joint 
agency  of  sheriffs  and  collectors,  produces  ur^voidahle  o«nipKoation  in 
the  accoaats  of  these  officera.  All  this  could  be  presented  by  giving  the 
entire  collection  of  the  revenue  to  one  class  of  officers.  <  it  would  com 
stitute  an  immense  saving  of  time,  tiouble  and  expense,*  it  delinquent 
lands  could  be  sold  without  the  intervention  of  a  court:  the  rendition  of 
judgment  against  delinquent  lands  is  in  its  practical  opotatioti  a  mere  cero* 
moay,  affording  little  or  no  protection  to  the  rights  of  the  citizens,' and 
if  only  introduced  to  obviate  the  diffioulty  that  might  ariso^fnora  O'fanci* 
fill  constructian  of  the  constitution,  might  be  safely  abolished*  The  ex* 
traordinary  ios9  which  the  State  sustaiAs  by  the  annual  sale  of  delin^ent 
town  lots,  the  n^ost,  of  ttnem  entirely  valueless  for  any  piirpose  except  to 
swell  expenses,  calls  (or  immediate  legisltitive  correction. '  The  aasount  of 
tax  levied  in  this  State  for  cotmty  purposes  appears .¥ctay  exorbitant.  In 
1S40  it  amounted  in  all  to  $303»860^  whild  the  State  UOl  onlf  amounted 
to  $116,466.  In  1841  it  amounted  to  $'i60fii%  while  tbe  BitA&  tax  fdf 
the  same  year  amounted  to  f'ilO^St  thus  sbowing'thatmor^  isanhualiy 
h^yied  to  maintain  these  local  admiiustratiocis  than  the  administiution  of 
the  Sta^e  Goverimienti  It  iwill  be  for  tlie  Lbgishitiiie  to  determine 
whether  a  further  liinitatioa  Upon  the  county  t^ommtssion^^cMrts  in  this 
o^ter  is  not  called  for. 

The  proclamation  prohibiting  the  reception  of  State  Bank  papier  took 
eflfect  from  the  12th  day  oi  ^plemben  hat  Prerviont to  that  day  a  part  of 
the  revenup  of  1843  had  been  coHeoted  ami  paid  into  the  treasury,  amoonti 
ing  in  all  to  $11,179  67.  This  leav^  of  the  revemic  ost^  1842  wtitcb  hns 
not  yet  reached  the  treasury  $182,800.  By  a  reduction  of  the  taxes,  those 
who  have  already  paid,  and  those  who  have  yet  to  pay,  the  taxes  of  the 
current  year,  could  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  equality.    A  reduction  of 
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one  half  would  make  the  revenue  of  1842,  not  yot  collected,  after  deduct- 

lag  for  lo83  <S(c.t                   *                   -                   -  $91,400  00 

il<?veuue  in  tho,trco8urj  in  State  Bank  paper,  worth  about  6,6UJ  00 
Revenue  of  1839/40  and  '41  not  yet  collected,  which  after 

:    deducting  for  iosi^  will  be  worth  about                   -  1S,000  00 

-Three  per  cent,  fund  due  on  tlie  30th  June  last           -  37,906  39 
Receivable  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  s^lcs 

of  the  publie  lands  to  July,  1842            -                  -  41,609  35 


191,015  74 
Reduced  revenue  of  1843      -  •  -  -  115,000  00 


Total      .  -  *  .        «a)6,015  74 

Thus  it  will  been  seen  that  by  judicious  retrenchment  there  will  be 
ample  resources  to  meet  the  e;xpendi lures  of  the  next  two  years.  The 
revenue  if  reduced  to  fifteen  or  twenty  cents  on  e^ch  hundred  dollars  can 
nenclyall  be  paid  by  tax  payers  for  the  ensuing  two  years  it  Auditor^s 
warrunta* 

The  warrants  now  outstanding  and  unredeomed  iamonut  to    $38,898  Sp 
Tha  amount  necessary  to  be  issued  to  defray  the  expenses  - 

of  the  Legidature  will  be  about  -  -    '  *  50,000  OO 

To  j»ay  the  interest  oathe  school  fund,  and  the  salaries  of 
officers,  &a  until  next  April,  about        •  -  50,000  00 

The  whole  warrants  in  circulation  next  April  will  be  about  $128,898  25 
The  finances  of  the  State  can  be  placed  upon  a  permanent  footing  by 
reducing  the  revenue  and  requiring  it  to  be  collected  in  current  funds  and 
Auditoi^s  warrants.  The  first  oflTect  of  this  policy  wilt  be  to  enhance  the 
value  of  wnrrdnts,  and  render  them  a  temporary  resource  to  meet  de- 
mands upon  the  treasury,  and  its  next  effect  will  be  to  furnish  tax  pay* 
ers  with  a  convenient  medium,  for  the  payment  of  revenue,  which  no  in- 
genuity can  divert  to  any  other  purpose. 
'  Inmy  humble  opinion  every  attempt  ;o  carry  on  the  government  with 
the  notes  of  insolvent  institutions  must  end  in  certain  failure. 

It  will  not  possess  even  the  merit  of  present  convenience,  ^hile  it  is 
likely  to  subject  the  people  to  the  risk  oi  aspecial  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  on  .additional  load  of  taxc6. 

It  may  be  instmctivis  to  advert  to  the  condition  of  the  State  towards 
the  close  of  the  last  sessioii  of  the  I«egislature,  when  the  State  Bank  refused 
to  redeem  Auditor's  warrants.  The  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
liftor  having  been  in  sesaon  about  three  months  were  unpaid  and  without 
means.  The  judged  and  other  officers  were  in  a  similar  condition  and 
the  credit  of  the  State  at  the  same  time  had  sank  so  low,  that  the  public 
documents  could  not  be  obtained  from  the  post  office,  until  the  officers 
themselved  biecnme  personally  Fesponsible  for  the  postage.  In  this  ex- 
tremity the  State  Bank  was  able  )o  dictate  its  own  terms  to  the  Legisla- 
tufc  and  extort  from  that  body  whatever  concessions  it  chose  to  demand. 
Ta  prevent  the  mcurrence  of  such  a  mortifying  state  of  things,  I  united 
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with  the  Govenior  and  Treasurer  in  their  efforts  to  preserve  the  revenue 
of  1842  for  the  use  of  the  State.  In  this  I  rejoice  to  say  we  have  been 
successful,  and  it  is  now  subject  to  your  control  instead  of  being  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Bank.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submittted. 

JAMES  SHIELDS, 
^  Auditor  of  Pvblic  Accounts. 


REPORT 

or  TBI 

TREASURER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 

TO  THE 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


li^vi^ou )  SENATE.  (  13th  Aum- 

l-dton.  )  {  1st  Session. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

TREASURER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 

TO  THE 

■    GENERAL   ASSEMBLY. 


DECEMBER  9, 1842. 
Laid  on  table,  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed . 


Tbeasursr^s  Ofvice,  Illinois, 
^    Springfeldy  December  9th,  )lS42. 

To  the  Honorabkf  the^  Prbsident,  of  ihf  Senate:  ,  ■  n 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  statute  requiring  a  report  from  the  Treas- 
urer, I  have  th6  tiODor  to  submit  to  the  General  Assembly,  Hie  following 
statement  showing  the  amount  received  into  the  treasiny,  monthly,  from 
the  30th  day  of  November,  1840,  to  the  30th  day  of  November,  1842, 
inclusive;  also  the  amount  deposited  in  Bank  to  the  credit  of  theState^&c* 
I  have  th,o  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  CARPENTER,  Treasurer. 


The  Trtcaunr  in  account  with  the  Slate  of  Blinoit,  Jrom  the 


Db. 


TO  BECBIPT8  INTO  THE  TEEA8DBT  FRO] 


Date. 

■  CoHeetors. 

Sberifis. 

Clerks. 

Non-residest 
Taxea. 

Redemptioa 
Mooey. 

1840. 

1 

December. 

$2,287  49 

$14  13 

$23  21 

1841. 

January, 

2^83  92 

158  49 

$367  09 

23  25 

February, 

2,087  37 

23  68 

March, 

13,224  86 

253  88 

19  13 

$8  92 

Aprlly 
May, 

1,021  70 

69  76 

175  76 

56  04 

14,740  23 

1,186  90 

20  94 

June, 

26,826  27 

611  58 

61  31 

July, 

10,852  22 

1,929  45 

14  10 

2  78 

August. 
Sej^mbor, 

1,957  43 

640  86 

65  07 

15  66 

5,559  30 

451  10 

14  17 

October, 

4,618  77 

687  92 

25  77 

November, 

14894  74 

636  47 

60  80 

11  92 

|86,954  30 

$6,640  54 

$267  09 

$027  19 

$95  3S 

1841. 

December, 

3,186  26 

292  48 

33  24 

1842. 

January, 

500  00 

127  95 

7  85 

February 

643  96 

8  92 

10  46 

March, 

24,659  00 

77  00 

157  59 

April, 
May, 

23,742  95 

1.250  38 

22  86 

53  52 

22,339  50 

1,753  91 

32  59 

June, 

48,255  02 

2,596  59 

75  37 

892 

July, 

22,063  23 

2,511  91 

93  13 

August, 

8,969  55 

1,457  31 

803  14 

11  24 

September, 

12,777  54 

34  68 

837  36 

105  58 

21  62 

October, 

4,756  18 

509  67 

42  32 

5  28 

November, 

4,786  10 

992  26 

$263,633  50 

$18,253  70 

$1,104  45  $2^011  32 

$195  90 

>  [813 

20ih  dmf  of  Naotmher^  1340,  to  the  20th  day  of  Nowmbv^  1842. 


THE  VAKI0U9    SOURCES  OF  BSyENVX* 


State  Bank. 

SemlDary  lands. 

InwraaoeMai- 
pania*. 

Connty  Coin> 

Anregate. 

•• 

$2,424  83 

#7,730  62 

$100  00 

'  10,763  37 

2,111  !05 

13,506  79 

100  00 

100  00 

S50  00 

1,523  26 

15,948  07 

27,499  16 

12,798  55 

3g0-29  02 

6,024  57 

5,332  >46 

100  00 

2,103  93 

#7,730  63 

$300  00 

f 100  00 
100  00 

$360  00 

$103,065  106 
3,611  98 

7,730  62 

« 

350  00 

8,366  42 

1,013  ^ 

24,947  11 

25,016  19 

24,126  tX) 

100  00 

2,008  00 
992  00 

53,044  DO 
25,660  97 
11,241  24 

100  00 

13,876  78 
5,313  45 
5,778  26 

$  15,461  24 

1400  00 

#300  00      $3,700  00 

305,060  10 

Amount  remaining  in  the  hands  ojf  the  late  Treasurer, 

on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1840, 

33  91 

Excess  of  interest  on  Auditor's  warrants  paid  hj  Bank 

more  than  allowed  by  Treasurer,  during  abore  time. 

824  <0 

Total, 

$305  318  61 
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Ixxofon)  SENATE.  f  13th  Amxm. 

Lgoi«>  y  1 (1»T  Siagioy, 

REPORT 


SELECT  COMMITTEE, 

Appointei  to  eaoandne^  ike  cr0denHul$9  and  report  thereon^  oftkenem^ehet* 
ed  members  of  the  SeauUe^ 


DECEMBER,  13,  1842. 
Read,  and  300  oopiei  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Slocitiib,  from  the  select  committee,  appointed  for  the  porpbse  of - 
examining  the  credentials  <^  newly  elected  members  of  the  Senate,  made 
the  following 

RERmT! 

Your  committee  haying  carefully  examined  the  subject  submitted  to 
them^  and  derated  all  the  attention  to  it  which  its  importance  and  the 
great  delicacy  of  the  sabject  requires,  wHh  proper  deference,  submit  the 
result  of  their  labors  to  the  Senate. 

Year  committee  know  of  no  good  reason  why  the  following  named 
gentlemen  should  not  be  regard^  as  the  Senators  elect  firom  the  districts 
set  opposite  their  names  respectively,  to  wit: — N.  W.  Nunnally  from  Ed- 
gar county*  Seth  Catlin  from)  St  Clear,  L.  B«  Wynne  from  Menard,  LfO- 
ran  and  Mason,  Wm.  McMurtiy  from  Knox  and  Mercer,  John  Buford 
from  Rock  Island,  Henry,  Whiteside  and  Lee,  Jacob  Vandeventer  from 
Sdiuyler  and  Brown,  Benj.  Johnson  from  Bond,  Montgomery  and  Chria- 
tian,  Jacob  Daris  firom  Hancock,  ^m.  Fithian  from  Vermilion  and  Chain- 
paigD,  Nathaniel  Parker  from  Coles  and  Clark,  Ira  Minard  from  Kane» 
Bom,  McUenry  and  De  Kalb,  W.  W.  Thompson  from  Peoria,  Stark  and 
Boreao,  George  Leviston  from  Gallatin,  John  Dougherty  from  Union  and 
Alexander,  J.  Cndn  from  Washinffton  and  Clinton,  Greorge  Smith  ftem 
Madison,  Michael  Ryan  from  La  Stdle,  R.  A.  D.  Willbanks  from  Jefferson, 
Marion  and  Haddlion,  R«  F.  Bamett  from  Macon,  McLean,  LiyiMston^ 
Dewitt  and  Piatt,  ^ooner  Rngries  from  Ogle  and  Winnebago,  €•  Wi. 
Waters  from'Pope,  Johnson  andHardin. 

YooT  oomsrittee  will  next  proceed  to  state  their  views  in  reference  to 
the  rights  e£  each  remaining  gentleman  whose  credentials  have  been  laid 
before  them. 

1st  Mr.  Heoben  Harrison  cfaums  to  be  a  senator  frUm  the  county  iof 
Sangamon,  elBcted  at  the  reffalar  electioit  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  Am^^ 
gust  last,  for  fodr  years.    The  county  of  Sangamon  waserecku  intota 
lenatorial  district  many  yeass  ago,  and  at  cadi  subseqaent  apportion- 
ment of  representatiires  and.  senators  she  continued  a  separate  seiatorip  • 
tl  district,  aemelimtalMmngane  and  at  other,  times  hairing,  two  senatofll^ 
la  the  law  oreating  m&yr  ooukties  ont  of  the  district  orcowittry  composiiisr 
a  part  of  Sangamnn  eonntyf thnaa  new^oopiifiqi  wore  authoffifledtOjimMif 


with  Sangamon  in  the  election,  of  s.epator — llie  district  thus  constituted, 
elected  at  the  regular  election  in  Augost,  1840,  a  senator,  to  serve  four 
years,  whose  term  of  office  has  not  expired.  By  the  act,  entitled  "an  act, 
to  apportion  the  representatives  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State,"  ap- 
proved  26th  FebriUirj?^  1841,  the  coiihtieA  of  Mimarid,  Logian  and  Mason, 
were  created  a  senatorial  district,  two  of  them  taken  from  Sangamon  dis- 
tricti  aj!^d  on^e  from  Another  district,  abd  haVing  nd  senator  witttm  ibeh^ 
limits,  they  had  an  indisputable  right  to  elect  aiBonator,  which  they  accor- 
dingly did.  The  county  of  Sangamon  wiis  made,  or  continued,  a  senato- 
rial district  entitled  to  one  senator  only,  and  having  a  senator  of  her  own, 
choosing  a  resident  wjthin  her  limits,  whose  si^natqriajl  term  had  not  ex- 
pired, your  committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opmion  that  she  had  no 
right  to  elect  another,  your  committee  therefore  respectfully  declare  their 
opinion  to  be,  that  the  sjud  Reubw  Harrison  has  i^o  right  whatever  to 
occupy  a  pls^ce  here  as  senator  from  the  county  of  Sangamon.  Jr^  com- 
ing to  this  conclusion  your  committee  believe  they  are  enforcing  as  well 
the  letter  as  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and  doing  no  injustice  to  the  county  of 
Sangamon,  which,  without  the  s^tvicea  of*  Mr.  Harrison  lias  her  fair  pro- 
portion of  representation  on  this  floor.  Should  the  law  receive  a  dificrent 
construction,  instead  of  equa^izinff  the  reprcBentation  throughout  the '.state 
according  to  its  most  obvious  designs,  it  would  m^ke  the  representation 
manifestly  unequal,  and  vrould  gtre  to  the  county  of  Sangamon  twibe  the; 
influence  which  that  of  any  other  counties  of  equal  populaition  enjoys 

Your  committee  next  directed  their  attention  >to  the iclaim  of  Jamesfiil- 
ham,  who  claims  his  seat  las  senator  elect  from  the  cbontiBbiof/Sccrtt  and.: 
Cass.        *   '  ■.      ;  '         -vi    ■   '  ..    '^  •:• 

The  county  of  Cass  formerly  voted  with  Morgan  county  iirtheelectioii' 
of  one  senator*    The  county  of  Scott  fbnm^riy  voted  wi\h  Jtfor^  for  one 
other  senator.)'  The  termfor which  the  late  senator  df  Oass  atid  Mbrgaii; 
waB  elected,  eispinsd  on  tho^flrst  Monday  of  Aiigtiet  Jasti  I'Theiterm  fou- 
whieh  the' senator  in  Scott  and  Morgan  was  electedv  iftiU  ex^iide  on  tlie 
first  Monday  in  August,  1844.    By  the  act,  approved  ttiel'86th  Fd^cuaffy 
1841,  above  referred  tOy  the  county  of  Morgan  wasidade.a.^Bpsbiatib  seiiar 
torial  district,  and  the  counties  of  Cass  and  Scottuilated  logethervconati* 
tated  another  senatorial  district    In  this  latter  ^district^  comrpdsed  bf  jScotV. 
and  Gass^the  senator  formerly  elected  by  Scott  and  Mofga±  iresided.  ai'' 
the  passage  'of  the  apportiomnest  law  ;  so  that  the  new  ^iatri^t  bad  a  sena-. 
toi^  m  ^W'hose  ejection  one  of  the  counties  partictpated,  bnti^^ho  oouU  not  i 
have  been  voted  for  by  the  other  -county  at  the'tiinttif  hifdectinil.     UnV 
del*  tb€)ls0  drtumstauces,  the  two'coilnties^togedittflr,  ^oceededitOithe  .d«ic- 
tiontof '-<i  senator,  and  as  your<ommitte^are  ^uhrised,  elected  &»  tkb^uaual;'* 
form,  Mr.  Gilham,  who  now  claims  his  seat.  f^*  i' .    <  >.l 

W^ieelnetw  called  oi!l  to  ascertain' whether  there  %ira&aifntcta€y'in. this 
district  at  theidmeof  thestacte  ekctioci  so  as  to  aiktboris^)t^  .pcopli^  \£h 
pvoceeid  to-  the  election  of  a  senator.     If 'SUCh  vaoaney  didf exisl,  Mr.i  GiK 
hamiis  lawfully  entitled  now  to  fill  it;  if  >  do  sich  Tacaaoeyrdid'^i^t  tbe  tinM^;- 
eidst,  Uie  election  was  had  withoatlaw^isfoonioqueDtiy^tiid,^andiMr.  (xiln 
baiti>  acquired'  no  rights  under  it.    The  detoiainaticb  otf  ^  itbbi  queafioa  linij . 
vol^^others'of  grave  impbrt    Aware^  ef.the'>invpiMrt|moB  of.  tkel  qiies« 
tHM^emltaw^ed'  in  this  enqiiiiy^yoar  'coqmlitti;eiinM»  examiiiieid  the:  0uth 
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ject  TvitK  great  care,  andTeel  constrained  to  submit  the  following  as  their 
aVfftiments.andcoDcfpsiotis.   "  ' 

.  It  has  be<5ti  i^ntertdtd  by  some',  that  the  apportionment  law',  abolished 
the  district  of  Scott  and  Morgan,  and  thereby  turned  out  of  office  the 
senator  formerly  elected  in  that  district,  leaning  a  vaca'ncy  in  the  district 
of  Scott  and  Ca's$:         '        .•-  ..  .... 

Yoar  committee  cannot  sfabscribe  (6  thi§  doctrine;  they  do  not  believe 
such  to  have  been  the  intention  of  the  laV. 

The  constitution  provides,  in  the  secoml  article  and  'fourth  sectiom,  that 
the  senators  at  their  first  sfession  herein  ^rotlded  foir,  shaU  be  divided  by 
lot,  from  thbfr  respective  qbiinties;  or  distrfct^J  as  hear  as  c^h  'be,  into  two 
classes;  the  sea^  of  the  senators  of  the  ^rst  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expfnition  of  the  second  yoar,  and  those  of  the  second  class  at  the  expira- 
tion 6f  the  fourth 'year,'sri  that  one  half  thereof,  as  near  as  possible,  may 
bfe  bienniaHy  chosen  forever  thereafter. 

Shoutd  \te  construe  the  apportionment  law  as  contended  for,  we  should 
destroy  the  salutary' operations  of  this  provisiort  of  thef  coUstKulion  whieb 
requires  that'dnc  half  the  senators,  as  niear  as  possible,  may  be  biennially 
diosen,  so  that  contrary  to  the  constitution,  a  much  larger  portion  of  the 
senators  was  choseri  in  1842  than  can  be  chosen  in  1844.  By  another  ar- 
ticle of  the  cohstitutitm,  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  is 
Inquired  to  be  ma'Je  in  1820,  and  every  fifth  year  thereafter;  and  by  the 
e^hth  section  of 'the  schedule,  thedisftribution  of  representation  is  rnade^  and 
is  to  operate  until  the  first  derisus  is  taken,  as  dirbcted  by  the  constitution: 
Ihas,  leaving  it Tully  irrthe  pbwerof  the  first  Legislature  to  change  the 
boundaries  of  districts,  though  one  half  the  senatots  were  to  continue  in 
office  for  four  years,  ^nd  the  bUier^  for  two,  Thte  requisitions,  to  take  the 
census  onceih  five  years,' and  the  fifth  section  of  the  second  article,  which 
limits  the  numbet  of  representatives  and  senators,  and  defines  the  propor- 
tiofis  of  each,  not  only  corrfers  unon  the  General  AsSemblynhe  power  of 
changing  the'hotodaries  of  tfstric'.ts,  but  makes  it  imperative  upon  them 
to  exercise  it. 

*'Iii  the  exerdse  bf'tbat  power  the  LegislatUrte  have  often  changed  the 
boundaries  of  districts,  but  in  no  instance  have  they  legislated  senators  out 
of  office,  who  had  been  previotisly  elected  by  the  people;  had  ^dh  been 
the  intention  of  the'law,  we  apprehend  the  senator  from  Scott,  as  well  at 
many  other  sendtors  then  upon  thfe  floor,'  would  have  been  compelled  to 
▼acale  their ''seats*  as  soon  as  the  law  wa^  apptoved,  for  let  it  be  remei»- 
hereD  thelt  We  law  fix^s  r\6  future  tirrie  at  ^hidi  it  shall  go  into  operation, 
ft  was  conseqnentlycjieratlve  in8thnter,atia  theallc^ianct  Which  the  sena; 
tor  from  Scott  and  Atorgan  owed  to  his  cbnStittrents  fri  Morgan,  was  then 
thfown-oflT;     "      ••'J'  '■'<»•'    -   '  •    ■      .    -  V.     M  ,  ;    .  * 

h^ha»  beeh  c6ntfehd4dby*"o1herSi  th^t  though  the  Legislature  inay  have 
changed  thfe^  boundaries  ofdWricts,  yet;  that  i^  any  portion  or  county  in 
tfce  district  thus  re-di*^attii4^d  or  change,  \^  left* wtthouta  iienatoi?  of  her 
own  ehoo^ioj^,  the  fifetriei  tnay  frocfeed  to  elect  6he,  althdi^  the  did  sen- 
Alor  still  keeps  his  pldbe^  b6  that  the  district  sh^l  have  twostnMorsihstead 
of  one*  '  '     *        '    '  ,      '  ' 

•  We  ha^o^iWnly  nl^eighed  the  rtf^toients  In  Support  of  this  prof^bsitioto 
hot  i6  lii6t  be^e:^  ^beth  sustteiaeti  either  iby  j^eason  6r  pr^cedebt- ' 
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The  first  section  of  the  apportionment  law  provides  that  each  twelve 
thousand  white  inhabitants  shall  be  entitled  lo  one  senator^  and  then  pro* 
ceeds  to  divide  the  State  into  districts,  so  that  each  shall  contain,  as  near 
as  practicable,  twelve  thousand  white  inhabitanis*  and  declares  that  each 
district  shall  have  one  senator* 

We  believe  the  Legislature  meant  what  thej  said,  and  that  if  the  dis- 
trict had  one  senator,  she  should  not,  before  his  term  exnlred^  elect  anoth- 
er; when  they  say  one  they  could  not  have  meant  two.  If  they  meant  one 
additional  senator  why  did  they  not  say  so. 

But  it  is  said,  by  this  course  we  disfranchise  Cass  county:  had  this  06* 
jection  been  urged  at  the  passage  of  ,the  apportionment  law«  had  Cass 
county,  through  her  representatives,  or  otherwise,  then  shown  an  unwil- 
lingness to  be  wedded  to,  or  become  incorporated  with  Scott,  the  objec- 
tion would  have  deserved  some  consideration;  ]but  we  .think  it  is  now  too 
late  to  urge  it;  the  two  have  become  uni^d  together — they  adopt  the  cir- 
<tiimstances  of  each — so  far  as  we  are  informed,  both  were  willing  to  the 
union  at  the  time  it  was  consummated,  and  no  one  then  supposed  that  Sqott 
would  retain  her  senator  ai^d  also  participate  with  Cass  in  t)ie  election  of 
another. 

Your  opminittee  are,  therefore,  fully  impressed  with  the  belief,  that  the 
law  only  changes  the  boundaries  of  the  senatorial  district,  and  although  it 
may  for  a  time  delay  one  county  in  the  exorcise  of  the  eleclrve  franchise 
it  does  not  deprive  her  of  her  rights  in  an  unconstitutional  manner,  or  in 
any  manner  within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  remedy.  If  her  rights  are 
violated,  it  is  the  law,and  not  the  Senate,  that  violates  them.  Let  the  law, 
therefore,  be  amended,  if  need  be,  but  let  us  be  governed  by  it, so  long  as 
it  is  the  layv.  It  is  in  this  way  alone  that,  justice  cai^  be  done  to  the  rcsir 
due  of  the  l^tate*     Our  views  are  fully  sustained  by  precedent. 

By  an  ^t,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  apportion  the  ropresentation  of  the  sev« 
eral  counties  in  this  state,''  approved  7th  February,  1831,  the  counties  o{ 
Monroe  and  Clinton  were  made  a  sen^^torial  district,  in  1834,  Benjamin 
Bond  Esq.  was  elected  senator  thereof,  and  took  his  seat  as  such.  By  the 
act,  entitled  '^An  act  to  apportion  the  representation  of  the  several  coun- 
ties in  this  state,"  approved  14th  Janqary,  1836,  the  counties  of  Clinton  aad 
Marion,  were  made  a  sens^torial  district,  Mr.  Bond  having  before  that  tini# 
been  elected  by  Clinton  and  Monroe,  became  by  operation  of  law  the 
»»nator  from  Clinton  and  Marion,  and  at  the  next  se^ion  of  theGeperal 
Assembly,  took  his  seat  as  such.  [See  Senate  Journal  1836"'7,  page  1, 
^here  it.  appears  that  Benjaniin  Bond  took, his  seat  as  senator  from  Clin- 
ton and  Marion.]  Mr.  Bond  continued  to  be  the  only  senator  from  Clinteo 
and  Marion  until  1838,  when  his .  term  expired.  The  above  precedent 
seems,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  be  conclusive  of  thequegtiony 
nor  can  they  find  a  shade  of  difference  between  the  precedent  stated  ^nd 
the  case  before  them.  The  law  of  1841  9eems  to  have  been  copied  from 
that  of  1836,  and  in  our  opinion  it  should  receive  the  same  construction^ 
The  Legislature,  by  copying  one  from  the  oiher^  surely  did  not  mean  th/E^  | 
tiie  latter  should  receive,  a  cons  traction  different  from  that  which  had  beeny  ' 
without  objection,  given  to  the  former.  We  conclude  this  branch  of  ovx  j 
enqi^ries  by  saying,  if  the  law  disfranchises  aqy  qpunjties,  let  it>  ))e.  jamjend- 
ed  rather  thfui  violated^    \i  injustice  ha^  bpen  doqip  \xg  the  ^fiport^n*'  | 
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ment  law,  to  any  of  the  coantfes— if  the  Legislature,  by  the  consent  df 
their  own  represebtatiycs,  or  otherwise,  has  attached  them  to^  districts 
against  their  interests  of  wtehes,  the  Senate  cannot,  without  the  concur- 
reace  of  other  departments  of  the  Legislature,  remedy  the  evil* 

Youi^  committee  next  directed  their  attention  to  the  claim  of  Mri  Matt^ 
sbn,to  repi^esentin  the  Senate,  tW  counties  of  Will;  Dupage  and  Iroquois. 
The  facts  are  these:  the  apportionment  lawbf  1836,  makes  the  county 
of  Cook  a  senatorial  district.  Subsequently  thec6unti68of  Willy  Dupage, 
Lake  and  McHenry,  were  organized  from  parts  of  Cook.  This  district  in 
1610,  elected  one  senator,  resident  in  the  county  of  Will,  as  well  at  the 
time  of  hw  election  as  at  the  passage  of  the  apportionrii^ent  law  therea/te^ 
passed.  By  that  act,  the  counties  of  Will,  Dupage  ind'  Iroquois  were 
made  one  district  for  the  electiot:  of  a  senator,  the  counties  of  Cook  and 
Lake  another,  and  the  couticy  of  McHenry  attached  to  other  counties, 
constituted  another.  And  though  the  senfrtoir  elected  in  these  counties 
still  occnpies  his  place,  each  one  of  the  districts  has  elected  another. 
The  views  offered  by  ijs  on  the  claim  of  M r.  GHham  are  equally  npplica- 
We  to  the  case  now  beforeos.  These  districts  have  among  them  one  sen- 
ator more  than  they  are  entitled  to  under  the  latfe  apportionment  law.  By 
flome  it  has  been  cortter\ded  that  you  cannot  attach  the  county  of  Iroquois 
to  other  counties  who  have  a  senaitor  previously  elected,  but  we  think  if  * 
you  cannot  reduce  districts  or, attach  parts  of  old  districts  tofi;elher  until 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  senator  was  elected,  oy  a  parity 
ttf  reasoning  you  cannot  divide  districts  till  the  same  time.  If  this  be  cor- 
Tect,  then  ^e  original  Gook  district  should  have  none  but  her  for.Tier  sen- 
ator: but  your  domiinittee  oabnot  Auction  such  doctrine;  it  would  defeat 
the  object  of  the  constitution  in  requiring  the  representatives  and^cnatoi^s 
to  be  apportioned.  Having  premised  thus  much, it  becomes  important  for 
your  committee- to  ascertain  what  (district  the  old  senator  fromAVill&c. 
does  represent;  for  he  certainly  does  not  represent  the  whole  district  that 
elected  him,  else  that  district  should  have  no  other  senator.  Not  having 
been  able  to  ascertain  from  him  personally  what  'distri<it  hri  claims  to  rep- 
resent, yoiir  committee  feel  compelled,  iii  order  to  settle  the  rigWtsoi  oth- 
ers, to  give  him  a  location  aritl  detei^mine  What  district  he  does  indeed 
represent,  so  that  no  district  ^hall,  contrary  to  the  meanitig  of  the  law, 
have  tv70  senators.  '  • 

The  sixth  section  of  the  second  article  defines  Ihequalificatidn,  residctce 
&C.  of  senators;  one  object  seems  *to  b^  to  ha^  the  senator  as  much  as 
iKWsible  identified  virith  his  constituents.  The  senator  must  at  the  time  of 
his  election  and  fbr  one  year  nett  preceding  it,  have'HVed  in  the  county 
or  district  for  which  he  is  el^ciied,  unless  his  district  be  a  n^w  one,  in 
which  case  he  must  have  lived  in  the  couiity  or  district  out  of  which  it  was 
made.  Wfe  regard  ihii  provision  as  abrtigating  a  principle  in  the  British 
form  of  government,  (fi^m  whSchrmany  of  our  institi^tions  were  borrowed,') 
'Which  sanctions  the  (election  to  office,  of  men  who  do  not  live  among  their 
tonstitnents  and  #ho  mAy  not  be  famillur  with  their  wants.  As  the  con- 
^ution  is  BO  specific  as  to  the  residence  of  senators  befbie  election, 
having  in  view  a  mc^t  salutary  reform  in  represerttative  government,  its 
fair  interpretation  would  require  that  their  residence  be  confinued. 
The^prcsenlative,'  in  oi^der  to  reflect  the  sentiments  of  his  constituents, 


to  obey  iheir  instructions,  to  guard  tJieirinterQstaand  .  to-  p^qvide  ,for^  their 
general  welfare  and  happiness,  naust  live  atQong  ^em^  a»d  th^t  rooment 
he  ceaseiff.to  live  in  his  district,  his  functions  do  and  ot'right  ought  to  c^ase* 

These  bei;ig  oi^r  views*  su-tained  as  we  think  thoy,  afo  by  ^be  Qonstltiil- 
tion,  supported  by  correct  principles  of  represontatjrve  goveff^npeat,/ we 
.can  arrive  at  no  other  cpnciusion  than  that  the  scuatar  m^8t  bc.^4;iator  <>f 
the  district  in  which  he  Uyes,Enust  be  Sjcnator  of. the.  people  ,^  ho  have  in 
their  b^nds  the  rod  of  c(M'i;eetion  to  be.  applied  at  /jat|ure>(^§<;tioiia,  ^r  b^ 
no  senator  at  all. .  /  .   .  ..        i     '  '    ' 

.  We  have  ther^^foro  reluctantly  arrived  at  the  copclusioa,  th^t  at  the 
•^me  Mr,  Matteson  was  elected,  there  was  no  vacancy  in  Jiis  district  ^u^ 
consequently  the  election  is  void,  If  quit  views  as  aboye  hft  cqrrect,.  th^a 
Ihere  was  a  vacancy  ia  the.  district  cotjopo^ed,  of  tb^  comntjijQS.  of  Go(^ 
^and  Lake,  and  Sf-imuel  If  ofird  legally  elected  to  fill  it.,  Prcy^s  to  the  l^^t 
apportionment  ]£(w  the  counties  of  Greene  and  Qalhoun  p)QctpdtO|[i<^  sen- 
ator; the  counties  o/  Greene  and  Jersey  elected  qne  other  senator;. the 
county  ^f  Macoupin  elected  another  senator;  the;  tioie  ,fo?v^hicb  the  sett- 
ator  foroncrly  .representing  Qrjeene  and  Calhoun  Avj^^ctedj  expired  at 
the  last  August  election,  the  timq  for  which  the  senator  represen-tipg  Mfv 
coupin  was  elected  will  expire  at  the  election  in  August,  1814;  the  seur 
n  ator  formerly  representing  .Greene  ;uxd  Jersey  wa^  elected  to  servquntU 
the  August  electiop,^1844,biut  unfortunately,  de^th  cut  shortliis  useAilneis;B 
Jong  before  the.last  Augustelcctipq.    ,  .  .,     ,    .  T 

By  the  last  apportionment  ]a\F,  the  courxti^s;  of  jQrccpe  and  Cf^ll}©^^ 
were  made  a  senatorial  district  or  contii\o^,as  ^ch,'|br  ti)e  twob^  .coo- 
stltuted  one  district  f9r  ten  yp^f^  or  more,  the  counties .  ojf  J^apoppin  an^ 
Jersey  constituted  another  district.  ,        , 

By  proclamation  issued  fi'om  the  Executive  Dep^^rtrnent,  the^  people  ,<>f 
Gree^ne  and  Jersey  were  directed  .toehold  ;^  election  to  fJl  tbe  vacancy  po- 
casioned  by  the  death  of  the  late  senator  , electa  in  1840  by  tb^se.comi,- 
tics,.  and  accordingly  at  the, time  of  the  regular  election  a  senatxw  was 
elected  by  the  counties  of  Grqene  and  Jersey  to  fill  \h^  vacancy,  and  anoth- 
er senator  was  elected  in  Gr€;^ne  and  C(ilhoi:^n.  .       .  '•. 

,  Your  committee  have.already  ?is  they  believe  demonstrated  that  but 
one  senator  should  come  from  the  same  district.  Hence,  as  they  both 
came  from  the  county  of  Greene;  one  elected  by  the  district  iis  con§titu- 
-ted  by  the  law  of  1836,  and  the  oth^  elected  by  the  district  2^9  iconstitu- 
ted  by  the  law  of  1841,  ^ut  one  is  jcntitled  to  bis  seat,  it^  thQrefoj^e,^  be- 
comes important  to  determine  which,  law  shall  prevail,  ibr  surely,  it  c^a- 
not  be  shown  that  one  senator  shall  be  elected  undier  one  apportionment 
,law,  and  one  other  under  another,  so  as  to  bring  intq. the  Senate  a  greater 
jaumbcr  of  senators  than  either  law  authorises.     -   .  :  . 

The  apportionment  law  of  1::36  by  its  own  ".ci'ws  is^rajade  to  ^erate  till 
a  new  apportionm^pt  shall  be  made.  ^  The  apportionment  Uw  of,  1841, 
fixes  no  time  at  which  it,  shall  go  into  operation,  hence  it  was  in  operation 
insiantery  so  that  upon  the  p.^ssage  of  the  law,  the  district  composed  of 
Greene  and  Jersey  ceased,  and  .the  senator  from  Macoupin  by  operation  %f 
law,  became  the  senator  for  Jersey  also,  andthe  senator  for  Greene  and 
Jersey  became  the  senator  for  Calhoun.  The  old  ai>d  new  law  caiupyot 
both  be  in  force  and  executed  .at  the  same  tinie-  (  The;  l^w  oi  l^i^re- 
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quires  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners  court  of  Jersey  to  meet  the 
clerk  of  Macoupin  at  the  county  seat  of  the  latter  county,  to  compare 
their  retui:ns  for  the  election  of  senator  at  all  future  elections,  hence  it 
was  against  law  for  the  votes  of  Jersey  county  to  be  sent  to  Greene,  there 
to  be  compared  or  counted  with  the  votes  of  Greene.  The  law  makes  no 
distinction  between  general  elections  and  elections  to  fill  vacancies,  nor 
can  we  see  any  good  reason  why  any  distinction  should  have  been  made. 

The  connection  for  the  election  of  senator,  heretofore  existing  between 
the  counties  of  Greene  and  Jersey  was  destroyed  by  the  passage  of  the 
apportionment  law.  If  it  be  true  that  the  new  apportionment  law  went 
into  effect  at  its  passage,  then  it  must  have  gone  into  full  effect.  It  con- 
tains no  reservations  or  provisions,  showing  that  parts  of  it  shall  take  ef- 
fect at  one  time  ajid  parts  at  another  time,  and  we  think  none  will  con- 
tend that  the  whole  operation  of  the  law,  was  designed  to  be  delayed  till 
all  the  senators  previously  elected  had  filled  their  whole  term-»-such  con- 
struction would  destroy  the  whole  organization  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  yet  there  is  no  middle  ground — either  the  law  went  into  effect  on  its  pas- 
sage, or  it  is  yet  inoperative.  We  find  by  examining  the  abstracts  in  the 
Secretary's  ofiSce  that  Mr.  Carvarly  received  in  the  county  of  Greene,  for 
senator  for  Greened  and  Jersey,  more  votes  than  Mr.  English  received  in  the 
counties  of  Greene  and  Calhoun  for  senator  for  those  counties.  They  seem 
to  have  canvassed  for  different  oflices,  under  a  mistaken  apprehension  of 
the  law;  the  one  being  elected  by  authority  of  the  Governor's  proclamation 
to  till  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  death,  and  the  other  elected  without  pro- 
clamation to  serve  for  four  years.  Whether  Greene  and  Calhoun  were  en- 
titled to  elect  a  senator  for  four  years,  or  only  to  elect  one  for  two  years  to 
fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  deceased  senator,  has  been  a  question  of 
great  doubt  with  your  committee,  they,  therefore,  submit  that  question  to 
the  Senate  without  expressing  any  opinion  upon  it. 

If  it  should  be  determined  that  they  were  only  entitled  to  elect  a  sena- 
tor to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  two  years,  then  it  will  appear  that  neither 
of  them  was  elected  according  to  law.  The  one  having  been  elected  by 
counties  having  no  right  to  vote  together  for  senator;  the  other  having 
been  elected  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  without  proclamation  from  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

But  feeling  unwilling  to  deprive  any  district  of  her  senators  elected  in 
good  fedth,  and  being  unable  to  agree  among  themselves,  which  one  of  the 
two  has  the  stronger  claims  to  his  seat,  your  committee  submit  their  re- 
spective claims  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  very  intricate  duty  confided  to  them,  your  com- 
mittee have  not  been  unmindful  of  its  delicate  nature,  but  inspired  by  a 
full  sense  of  the  importance  of  correct  action  in  the  premises,  have  been 
determined  to  arrive  if  possible  at  correct  results,  and  it  is  not  without 
difiidence  and  regret  that  they  have  arrived  at  the  conclusions  herein  be- 
fore expressed  but  they  believe  it  more  important  to  the  country  that  her 
constitution  and  laws  be  observed,  that  equality  of  representation  be  main- 
tained, than  that  any  particular  individual,  however  worthy  or  capable, 
should  for  a  short  time  enjoy  the  honors  of  place. 

In  conclusion  your  committee  recommend  the  following: 

Resolved^  That  Reuben  Harrison,  James  Gilham  and  Joel  A.  Matte- 
son,  are  not  legally  members  of  the  Senate  of  the  present  General  As-  ^ 
flcmbly  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


^.  ) 
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PirtiB  CoJitoi8sioNBR'«  Omcii,  Illinois, 
l^ngfield,  December'  2$,  1842. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Spe^lkjib 

of  the  Senate:  . 

Sir:  I  have  the  hopor  to  report,  that  on  the  8th  of  May,  1841,  I  suc- 
ceededin  redeeming  and  taking  up  ^  part  of  three  bi^ndred  bofids  which 
had  been  hypothecated  by  my  predecessor,  under  an  act  of  the  General 
ABsembly,  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  Messra.  Kevins,  To wnsend 
&Co«,  and  Elisha  Riggs,  ESsq.,  upon  wbich  ihe  guni  ot  nraety-lour  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  ten  dollarg  had  b^en  obtained  to  pay  interest  upon 
the  internal  improvement  debt,  due  Januiiry,  1841,  and  obtained  time 
for  taking  up  the  balance  of  said,  bonds.  The  aniount  has  since  been 
paid  with  interest  and  charge  and  the  bonds  have  all  been  delivered 
tome. 

On  the  38th  of  July,  1841,  was  closed  the  account  against;  the  Com* 
mercial  Bank  of  Bufialo,  with  B.  C  Carry  1,  who  appeared  in  Lehalf  of 
said  bank.  The  indebtedness  was  settled  with  my  predecessor  ;ai[id  my- 
self, mostly  in  the  liabilitif^  of  the  State*     , 

In  January  last,  assisted  by  the  Hon.  £•  D.  Baker,  the  cause  was. com- 
promised, which  was  pending  in  chancery  at  Albany,  State  of  New  York^ 
against  F.  Pratt  and  A*  H.  Bangs,  who  had  been  made  liable  for  the  pur>- 
cbase  of  fifty  internal  improvement  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  e^cb; 
by  virtue  of  which  compromise  I  have  takeq  up  sixty  bonds.    , 

On  my  arrival  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  March,  184l,  Ifpund  that 
the  legal  business  of  the  State  of  Illinois  had  been  confided  by  R.  F.  Bar- 
ret, Esq.,  late  Fund  Commissioner,  to  the  care  and  dire^ction  of  Samuel 
B.  Ruggles,  Esq.,  attorney,  and  counsellor  ait  law  at  that  place;  to  whose 
ciure  I  resolved  to  continup  th^  sa^ne,  not  knowing  at  that  time  any  just 
capse  why  it  should  be  removed  from  his  office.  There  was  at, the  time 
in  said  office  two  young  gentlemen,,  viz:  J.  Howe, and  H.  J.  Ruggles,  who 
seemed  to  be  under  the  cor^trol  of  the  said  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  and  I  was 
made  to  believe  by  said  Howe  that  he  was  a  partner  of  Samuel  B.  Rug* 
gles,  and  had  not  then,  nor  have  I  now,  a  doubt  of  that  being  the  fact; 
After  Dr.  Barret  had  left  New  York  for  Illinois,  Mr.  Howe  called  upon 
me,  requesting  a  draft  on  Messrs.  Nevins^  Townaenc|  &  Co.  for  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  stating  that  Mr.  Ruggles  and  himself  had  not 
received  any  thing  for  conducting  the  Delafieid  case  and  other  legal  sec- 
vices  rendered  Illinois;  I  hesitated  to  comply  with  bis  request,  for  the 


reason  that. as  Dr.  Barret  had,  before  leaving  the  city  of  New  Ybrlc,' in- 
formed me  that  there  was  ttu^a  ^or- fcnar  tjhoMsand  dolhirs  in  the  possession 
of  Messrs.  Nevins,  Townsend  &:  Co.,"  belonging  to  the  State,  and  subject 
to  my  disposal;  and  a  short  time  after  I  called  upon  them  for  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  and  was  infotni^dttiat  the  State  had  no  money  there, 
and  was  denied  the  ^cqnqn)odation.  This  pircuojstancp.I rebted  to  said 
Howe  as  a  reas(ori Vhy^I  dia  not  x^ish'to^draAv  ort  tberfk,  as  the  State  of 
Illinois  had  no  money  in  their  hands.  He,  however,  insisted  for  the  draft, 
stating  that  he  could  get  the  1006 dotttirs  upon  it.  The  draft  was  accord- 
ingly given,  and  the .  money  jyaidy"  Afterwards  I  c^alLed  iwon  Messrs. 
Nevins,  Townsend  i&  Co.  for  their  account  with  the  Furtd  Commissioner 
of  Illinois,  which  they  accordingly  furnished  me.  In  the  account  I  dis- 
covered, that  \^lprA  ^ad.j^efn  p^d  Jby  jtb<mi  to  Samuel  B.  Ruggles  the  sum 
of  f  160Q  for  ljegvf\^crvicvp3,^>^aud  jpoad  the  same  known  to  Mr.  Howe, 
who  seenried  mueb  surprised  and  inquired  of  Mr.  S.  B,,Ri^ggles  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter,  who  stated  to  me  that  Mr.  flo^^e  (fid  riot  knbw  that 
the  money  , had  been  paid.     Messrs.  Nevins,  To^nsfend  &  Co.  afterwards 

f>*aid  them  $500, ^(in  addition  to' kmoiirtit  of  the  draft,) ^iithoiSt'any  adthor- 
tV'frbm  me,  afnd^clmi-ged'ithe  feirti^  to  feCeouMbf  the  PoiWl'G^hnihtiteskHfler 

t)?  iiiihois:  -  ^■:\' '-  ■   /'•^■•":.'  -■'/:  •.''".;''^  '  '  ''^yio'^  •-    *•  ; 

More'thati  tweWe  motilh^  since  I  becaitifef  ^rtV^KiW  ^  Sisscitiifled^tth  fHe 
"course  pursued,  •and. tnahher  bf*he  ^counsel  Waving  charge  of  thebbsi^ 
ttcss  of  ourBtat^  iri'the  €\\f  6f  'Ntew' York,  a^d  detei^rtiiwAd ;t6''l»eri1ov& 
the  pmei  ptdcckbly,*lf  jiosSble-.'  Before  that  event  bcburrcdl  Wtjs  pre" 
^entted  with  the  ^c6t!>ttipanjing'b?lV'(nii^Vked'  Ai)  cind  ^eirknbwi^g  ih^ 
amount 'of*  services  render^  j  'al96  the*'  intSttiher  iri  whibh  thfey  had  b^en 
performed,  I  declined  paying^  the  bill,  but  proposed  to  submit  the  ch'at  te 
legal  gentlemen  of  slAhdirig  a§  ai'bltiii'gj  and  give  security,  IF  req^lrfedi  to 
abide  their  decision  or  awjird  inthepi^emifees,  and  dematided  tfle-pajieVs 
iapperfaihing  tothcfStafte  drilliriots,' as  there* was  theWur^eiit  bds5ties^  to 
be  attended  to.  This  wiis  ngrecd  to  upon  cortdition  that  I  Would  pay 
dowfi  two  liuiulred  dolhir?,  whtch  was  performt^d  by  mc.  I  wns  theh  in- 
formed thnt  the  pnpers  were  fdE-Jccd  up  in  a  Safe  in  brink,  th^t-  they 
would  be  forthcoming  in  an  hour.  Ilrwrng  a  bu^inesa  ftppointhient' on 
hand  at  the  time,!  notifipd  Mn  Hown  that  the  Hon.  E.  D,  Brikei^'V^ald 
€-*U  fpr  thesa^d  papers,  who  did  accbrdmgly  m?\ke  the  callj  b  Lit -they  re- 
fused to  dclivci'  thum  to  htm,  as  he  infurmei  me.  I  apper^ied  to  "S.^  'B. 
Ruggles  for  justice,  who  denied  the  partnership  of  the  firm,  and  smid  that 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  lirmois,'{this  wns  to  me  unac* 
countiiblc,)  and  would  be  glad  that  hia  brother,  11-  J.  Riigglcs,  -and  Jl 
Howe  Would  give  up  the  paper?,  Afttr  much  aUercntinn  ii[i^^rt  the 'i^trb- 
ject,  some  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  Delafield,  and  Pratt  ^^BangS  ca^ 
Ses  wete  given  up,  keepingm^ny  valirtiblc  pjiper^  back^  which  ^odld  6hiy 
bcintt^nded  for  the  purpose  of  retardin^^  the  lusincss  of  Iflinois,'  as  thejr 
had  by  unfair  means  got  double  or  morr,  the  value  of  their  ^ervice^J^  nev^ 
having  collected  (to  my  knowledge)  one  dollnr  for  ibc  State';-^^d  the 
counseisso  often  sub-dividtd,  Tvasinostgeoerally  volunteered,  a  nd'a'cotirse 
pointed  out  that  Ifd  to  something  for  themseWes.or  Messrs.  WcVitls, 
To%vnsned  &  Co:  Finally  the  Chancellor  was  appealed  to  for  Hie  purpose 
of  coereing  the  delivery  of  the  rr^iaining  papers,  who,  with  the  cohse^ril 
of  my  attorneys,  Me.^sra.  J,  N.' Reynolds  &  O*  11-  Piatt,  submitted  the 
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cause  to  tbrc^'g^nttemcA  of;  the  bar  iu  thf  ,|city  of  New,  ^prk^  as  I  have 
beea  informed.  ,Th^  matter  is  still  undecided  and;  the  psipers  held  over  at 
«the  last  advices.  .  ,    •  -.  ,  .; 

A  stiong  .desire  was  naanife^tc^d/  by  tjie  last  LegisUituf e  to  have  tbe  In- 
teresjt  paid  Mppn.  our  pfiiblic  de,bt,  It  was  inade  by  law  thi^  dulj  of  the 
.GoveitK)rio  i^sue  a  certain  cla^sof  St^te  bonds,  and  al.^o  miidc  tJic  duty 
of  the  Fpnd.iCornmbsioneriU)  !seli  thepfi.in  the  market  at  what  ihcy  would 
bring,  to  pay  the  icterest  due  and  to  tiecpnae  due.  And  elI though  I  thought 
.the  policy  iQ,be  at  le^^  s^dou^ful  ^xppd lent,  yet  considering  theobtiga- 
tions  of  the  law  tO{my  int^res^aipidrb^ioj^  soucited  t>y  Messrs.  jVlacajU- 
ter^z^  Stebbif^^,  jtogether  \yith,fnaji^,pi:wnu^eni  men  of  our  own  State,  1 
was  induced  to. hazard:  again  th,e  jewerifn^^t  o(  k^pothcmlioih  to  obtain 
money  to  pa^  ti^e  interest  pf  July 9 181419  ike.  Hoping  tWreby  to  raiEe 
the  credit  of  the  State^and  haye  it,i|aroy  power  tpaell  at  more  advanc^^ 
prices  aft.er  Imving  paid  this  intei^est*  ,  .'.         ...  j^ 

In  June,  l^iU  r,made  au  agrpen^eni' wj^h  t^e;  firm  of  Macalistcr  & 
Stebbin^  to  hypottiecate  witi^  thep^.interestibon^s  pf  $1000  each^  ^t  the 
rate  of  $400  pef  bond,  or  fpfty  q^ts  to  thp  daUar^  in  Quch  funds  as  wpqid 
.pay  the  interestipa  th^  State  idebts,  and  alao,  to  j>3i,y  ^dvapces  that  bad 
been  previously  made  for  the  State  i,^  the  city  of. Tendon.  •  At  that  timie 
.1  auppo^d  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  wou)d  be^at  l^ast  .three 
hundred  and  tweqty^one  thou^smd  dolls^r?,  and  delivered  to  the  fiijm  804 
interest  bond^  of  1000  each,  jvith  the  express. |.upderstanding  that  they, 
the. said  Macalister  &  Stebbins,  x^ere  makin'gnic  the  loan,  and  that  the 
bond3  wiould  not  be  placed  beyond  their  control,  nor  parted  with  by  them 
unless  sbld  at  75  per  cent,  of  their  par  value;  and  in  that  event  they 
were  to  sell  p^ugh  anlj/  to  ^ein^buree  advancjesi^p^l  they  wpuld  no^ke 
for  the  State  undermy  direction.    ,/        ,       .       i 

The  bonds  ^bpve  Alluded  to  Wjere  execut<s(l|by  the  Governor  and  Had 
just  been  fcceiv^jl  byoie  in  the  city  of  Ne^w^.  Xork,  and  at  the  time  of 
delivery  t<^,  Mf^fcaiis!jcr  (S^  Stebbins,  itj.was  for  the  purpose  of  havi^^g 
them  numbcrdied^jinsposilion  renderiipfl;  it  im,nracticable  for  nxe  to  per- 
form that  l»()or  myself,  u  receipt  was  given  witn  the  express'understand- 
ing  that  when  I  regaineid  niy  health  it,^hpuld  bp,Q«oc^lled,and  a  contract 
was  then  to  be  drawn  up  by  me,  in  which  I  wasloliave  six  months,  wUh 
the  privilege  of  twelve^  for  the.  re-payment  of  tjie  money  advanced  be- 
fore the  bonds  should  bp  expose^d  to  sale  at  auction  Upon  notice;  but  ip 
their  getting  possession  of  the  boaqs  ^vory  o^igation  seemed  to  be  dis- 
^recarded.     .....      ''"i'       ;  .'  ,,.-,      ....  '.,       .,    .    '      *  '    - 

I  also  placed ;in  their.  pp^sessJop  thirty  .intqinal  improvement  bonds, 
upon  which  thpjrwtjre  i^ot.to.have  a,  lien  unlcs?  it  became  necesvsaryio 
have  more  money  than  the  $321,000  stipulated  for-  Subsequently  1  gavp 
to  thorn. an  order  upon  Messrs.  .IS'evins,  Tpwnsend  &Co.  for  forty  one  jjj^- 
ternal  improvement  bonds  of  $10010  eacp,  wljich  had  been  placed  with 
them  no  deposite  by  R.  F.  Barret^  Esq.  ;  These  last  n^cwtioncd  bonda  had 
beendeit^nded  by  meof  Me^r^.^eyinsiTown^end  *kCo,,  but  they  refused 
to  surrender  them.,  Mr.  Stebbibs  informed  pve  that  if  I  woul<i  give  hirn 
an  order  tie  could  obtain,  them  for  nie.  jf  a^ccordingly  gave  the  order — 
whether  he  received  thie  bonds  froin  them  is  dnimown  to  me;  but  it  is  cejp- 
tain  Messrs.  Nevips  &  Townsend  o^ot  my  orijlcr  from  hinp. 

Befprp  the  80^intei:)Cst,.l9>Tids  liad.been  parted  with  by  |t^essrs.. Mac^I- 
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is^er  &  Stebbtns,  public  notice  through  the  mediam  of  the  press  had  been 
given  that  they  held  them  on  hypothecation.  Tnat  being  the  case,  do 
person  had  the  right  to  take  them  on  hypothecation,  or  obtain  at  a  lower 
rate  than  $7S0  per  bond.  But  they  were  taken  on  hypothecation  by 
many  individuals  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  a  stipulation 
from  Messrs.  Mucallster  &  Stebbins,  that  the  holders  might  sell  at  a  cer* 
tain  period.  Before  that  time  arrived,  a  bill  for  an  injunction  was  drawn 
up  and  provided  by  the  counsel  of  the  said  Macalister  &  Stebbins,  and 
at  their  instance,  I  was  then  earnestly  solicited  by  them  to  have  an  in- 
junction served  on  them,  and  all  other  holders  of  the  bonds,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  sales  under  the  contracts  made  by  them  with  those  in 
possession  of  the  bonds.  The  bill  was  copied  and  altered  at  the  office  of 
S.  B.  Ruggles,  an^d  amendments  suggested  by  the  Hon.  E.  D.  Baker,  ^ho 
was  then  giving  me  counsel,  and  an  injunction  obtained. 

The  parties  were  convened  and  a  compromise  proposed  by  me,  but 
none  satisfactory  could  be  effected,  I  then  dismissed  the  injunction,  and 
notified  the  public  n6t  to  sell  or  buy  those  bonds,  as  the  State  of  Illinois 
might  not  considel*  hersetf  boupd  for  the  amount  on  their  face,  but  only 
for  the  amoUntof  money  obtaiiied  upon  then(j  withseSrcn  per  c6nt.  inter- 
est; and  will  here  state  that  aihount  exclusive  of  interest,  viz: 
Paid  into  V.  S.  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York  -  -        |162,Oob 

Paid  into  the  Phoenix  Bank  in  the  city  of  New  York    -  0,030 

Transmitted  to  England  j£l9,200  -  -  -  93,130 

^61,150 

From  this  sum  I  have  deducted  the  thirty  internal  improvement  bonds 
left  on  deposite,  and  the  forty-one, for  which  an  order  had  been  giveoon 
Messrs.  Nevins,  TowDsend  &'Qo.^  at  their  par  value,  being  such  a  class 
of  bonds  as  the  law  did  not  warrant  being  parted  with  for  less,  whiqh 
leaves  a  balance  6f  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  upon  the  804  interest  bonds;  eighty  of  v^hich  have  been  taken 
up  by  mCt 

Another  item,  of  £5000,  was  transmitted  by  bill  to  England  in  June, 
1841, and  protested  there  for  non  payment,  and  returned  to  Messrs.  Macal- 
ister and  Stebbins,  who  cotlected  the  money  and  converted  it  to  their  own 
use.     This  amount  is  not  brought  irtto  the  above  account. 

I  have  used  much  exertion  to  raise  the  means  to  take  up  the  interest 
bonds  before  the  meeting  of  the  present  (Jeneral  Assembly,  but  have  been 
unsuccessful*  Had  the  State  Bank  of  IIli^ois  made  me  the  advances  due, 
and  settlements  and  paynlents  been  made  by  R.  F.  Barret,  late  Fund 
Commissioner,  and  James  W.  Barret,  agent  for  redeiving  iron  at  New 
Orleans,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  should  have  been  able  to  have  taken 
up  the  major  part  of  them  some  time  since. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  it  was  made  my  duty  to  have 
that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross'railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Springfield 
completed,  and  one  hundred  canal  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each, 
were  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  A  multiplicity  of  duties  called  me 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  Before  leaving  in  March,  1841, 1  aj»point- 
ed  Col.  E.  D.  Taylor  and  Hon.  John  Henry,  agents  to  contract  for  and 
superintend  to  completion,  the  above  mentioned  ruihx>ad;  who  entered 
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into  contract  with  Jobn  Duffy  &  Go.  on  the  24th  of  the  8a|fne  Biontb,  to 
perfdrin  the  work  for  eighty-Dine  of  the  above  mentioned  bonds.  Subse- 
quently  an  aliemtion  waa  made  by  the  parties,  from  tresseJ  work  to  that 
of  embankiDfeot  ^nd  stone  culvert  across  the  Briejc  f^ork  of  the  Mauvis- 
terre  Creek,  and  six  additional  bopds  awarded  by  the  €;ngineer,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  extra  expense;  five  of  which,  only,  were  pctid  by  ime, 
(ninety-foor  in  the  whole)  having  funiiished  them  six  thousand  doUars 
cash,  to  pay  engineers,  rodmen,  aa^mcn,  ^nd  many  other  contingent  expen- 
ses, which  sums  amounted  to  the  appropriation!  ^100,OOQ.  The  one  bond 
held  back  under  the  engineers'  estimatc^wili  be  paid  upon  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Assembly.  The  ps^yment  w^ppld,  I  believe,  be  nothing  more 
than  justice  to  the  contri^ctoi:s« 

Tt^  road  havipg  been  received;  from  the  expense  of  keeping  it  in  op« 
eration,  owing  to  the  breaking  of  locomotives  and  other  fixtures,  and  hav- 
ing to  send  either  to  Cincinnati  or  St.  Louis,  for  the  principal  repairs,  I 
was  induced  to  lease  the  same  to  the  highest  bidder.  Accordingly,  on  the 
13th  of  May,  1^2,  Messrs.  Watson  &  Morse  became  the.  lessees,  agree* 
ing  to  pay  the  sum  of  $10,300  per  annum.  After  mucli  perseverance, 
disasters  from  breakage  of  machinery,  and  loss  to  themselves,  they  surren* 
dered  the  road  to  me  with  its  appurtenances. 

On  the  I3th  day  of  July,  1842»  I  leased  the  said  road  by  private  con-' 
tract  to  Messrs.  T4nsley  &>  Co.,  for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  par 
funds,  and  four  thousand  dollars  in  State  liabilities,  per  annum,  for  the  term 
of  four  years. 

On  the  iSth  oPMay,  1842, 1  leased  the  d^pot,  or  warehouse,  af^  Meredo- 
sia,  to  Messrs.  Basse tt  &  Taylor,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  at  the  rate  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  for  the  first  year,  and  twelve*  hundred  for  the  second, 
payable  in  equal  quarterly  instalments.  The  house  is  abandoned  by  thenu 
They  state  that  the  business  of  the  house  will  not  justify  them  in  keeping 
it.  They  have  made  one  quarterly  payment,  and  tender  another;  and 
ask  for  themselves  and  their  security  to  be  released  from  any  further 
liability. 

^  Under  the  provisions  of  ftn  **Act  to  remove  obstructions  to  the' naviga- 
tion of  the  Little  Wabash  river»  and  for  otherpurposes,"  tipproved  27th 
February,  184l,  I  appointed  John  Phipp?,  Esq.,  of  White  County,  in 
March  following,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  by  his  re- 
pprt  of  29th  of  November  last,  am  informed  that  Reuben  Emerson  of  the 
county  of  White,  became  the  lessee,  for  the  termof  two  years,  of  the  mills 
and  water  power  at  Carmi,  in  said  county,  on  the  5th  day  of  May,  1841, 
at  $1Q0  per  annum.  Also,  that  John  Wood  did^  on  the  same  dn^*'  lease 
the  mills  and  water  power  at  New  Haven,  for  the  same  term  and  amount. 
No  payments  have  been  made  on  said  leases.  *' 

Nothing  has  been  obtained  by  me  from  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  atBoA 
fato,  the  Erie  county  bank,  nor  the  Poughkeepsie  Locomotive  Engine Com- 
pjiny.  In  the  two.  latter  cases^I  flatter  myself  that  an  amount  may  be. 
obtained  in  the  liabilities  of  the  State  sufficient  to  liquidate  thdse  debts, 
amounting  to  about  $168,000.  The  former  case  is  of  an  exceedingly  doubt- 
ful character,  and  the  strong  probability  is,  tliat  nothing  will  be  obtained. 

I  have  no  report  from  the  agent  appointed  to  receive  the  iron  at  New 
Orleans,  from  which  I  can  msike  a  statement  of  the  amount  on  hand,  nor 


the  ^uhntity  aft  diflferent  points  in  the  State,  nor  In  whose  possession  the 
satnie  femairts.  *  '  . 

The  DelJtfibId  tratj^saclion,  our  affairs  in  London  with  theassigneespf  • 
John  Wright  &  Co.,  mr  account  (Current,  the  amounit  of  bonds  taken' 
up  by  me,  together  with  several  other  subjects,  will  fortn  the  substance  of 
a  subsequent  report.  ' 

I  will  closre  this  communication  by  asking  an  investigation  of  all  my  oflS- ' 
cial  acts.     If  they  shall  be  approved  commensurate  ta  the  fidc^lity  with 
which'theyhftvebeen  performed,  Ishall  be  happy.  '  ' 

*  I  have  the  honor  to  be  ...;... 

itour  obedient  sefvaWt,^     *  ' 

JOHN  D.  WHITESIDE* 
*  Fund  Corrimissiofver. 


A  general stati^fhent  of  account  between  the  Slate  of  Illinois  dnJ  Samuel  B. 
Ruggles  ^aha  also^  between  said  State  ana  Buggies  ^  Howe. 


Dr.      the  state  op  Illinois,,  in  account  current  with  ^.  b.  ruggles. 


1840. 

Aug.;  4 


,  «  31 
Oct,  16 
Nov.  3 
Dec  31 


4< 


<( 
(( 


1840,. 

JMbfrSl 

Nov-  14 
Pec.    3 


Pash  paid  expensps  to,Boston  (H.  J»  Rujgglpp^)    ,/ 
"     ^«    co^l?  to  Van  Winkle  j n  U.  S.  Couij-t, 

Cpstts  of  cplt.  in  same  case,      ,  ,; 

Cash  paid  for  pointing,  ' ,! 

\  .'^     "    Clerk>  bill,  (U.  S.  Court,)  '  ,  , 

*>      f*  ^  for  printing,  .       , 

•*      "  .  ibr  printirig  and  copying,    .   , 
"      "     Ruggles  &  Howe, 

General  counsel  fee  fof  extr^  services  in  m^itters 
,  of  thQ  State,    '  ,  ; 

B^lai^ce.carried  to  account  of  Haggles  &  Howe, 


Total, 


<?»•  .     . 


1^  cash  r^ceiyed  of  J^r.  B^/et,  ,.  / 

do  dQ        ■    ;dQ         j.   ,,;         t 

J        do ,  dp  .  do         ;     *      ', 


'.  .-^    I- 


.  $50  00 

69  43 

60  00 

•  22  87 

16  20 

29  60 

70  00" 

150  00 

1000  00 

132  00 

$1,600  00 

$400  00 

200  00 

1000  00 

|i,,eqo  00, 
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Dk.      the  state  of  ILLINOISjTN  ACJCOrokr  Cill^ttfewf  WITH  RDGGIiES  &  HOWE. 
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«4 
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June  10 
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41 

July 

26 

44 
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29 

Aug.  18 

Sept.  27 
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29 

Dec.  3, 
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44 

44 
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44 
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44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 

44 
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Gash  paid  ^iperries  t(/SykctiseiJ(&ihg$^  o^e).    i 
'Counsel  fee  before  cb^ficetfor^fn'  Delaft^ld'case, 
on  motion  for  leave  to  proceed^and  also,  inves- 
tigating tfie^  Bangs*- tSi*-'    '  •    ))L'i/' 
Cash  paW'postage,  "  •  "'*  o 

Drawing  &  engrossing  dgrd^mefitWiih  Delafield, 

do  do  do  Tillson, 

Counsel  fee  on     do  do  do 

Cash  paid  expenses  to  Albany  (with  Mr.  White- 
side,) i 
Cash  paid  Masters^  costs  in  Delafield  cfise, 
Caeh  paid  expousCs'to  Syracuse,  (Bartgis'  cuse) 
Cash  paid  postage  lo  Syracuse  and  Albany, 
Cash  paid  pusiage  from  Albany,     ''          '      , 
C:ash  paid  poitage  from  Byracuie,  ^'*'**'^  '''*'-T  •    ' 
Crisji  pnid  copy,  Dclafiold's  assi^mmtlit, 
Cash  paid  expenses  to  Alb:jny^(Dalnticl(J  case:,) 
Postage  to  bank  commissionen?, 
Counsel  fee  in  relation  to  city  bank  Buffalo,  "* 
I  Cash  paid  for  printing  (court  of  errors,) 
Costs  in  suit  in  chancery  vs.  Delafield,  say 
Counsel  fee  in  chancery, 
Costs  in  case  in  court  of  errors,  say 
Counsel  fee  in         do, 
Costs  in  suit  in  chancery  vs.  Bangs,  say 
Counsel  fee  in  chancery, 
Costs  in  suit  in  chancery  vs.  Macalister,  say 
Counsel  fee  in  do» 
Counsel  fee  in  relation   to  draft  with  Nevins, 

Townsend  &  Co. 
Liability  on  bond  in  Macalister  case, 
Liability  for  costs  in  the  different  cases, 
Cash  paid  counsel  fee  to  Kent, 
Cash  paid  counsel  fee  to  Hall, 
Liability  for  further  counsel  fee  to  Hall, 
Cash  advanced  to  receiver  of  Bank  of  Commerce, 
Buffalo,  $:>01  50 

Less  half,  which  belongs  to  Indiana,         100  75 
Counsel  fee  in  same  matter  and  in  relation  to  the 
Pratt  eiitate, 

Total, 


|47.'25 


B50  00 

;  i  .:    50 

30  00 

20  00 

100  00 

i  ..6>3 

50  oa 

24  39 

1  00 

•    .-37 

:■  •    >77 

4  00 

9  60 

19 

100  00 

144  87 

325  00 

250  00 

150  00 

500  00 

150  00 

250  00 

100  00 

300  00 

50  00 

500  00 

400  00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

100  75 

250  00 

$4,865  12 
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StatemetU — Continued. 


1840. 
Dec  31 

1841. 
June? 
Dec.  15 


1843. 
Jan.  1 


1840. 
July  17 

Aug.  11 
Nov.  14 


Cr. 

Balance  brought  dowa  from  ac  of  S.  B«  Roggles, 
Cash  received  of  S.  B.  Ruggles, 

Cash  received  of  Nevins,  Townsend  4&  Co. 
do  do  do  do 

Balance  curled  down. 


Balance  brought  down, 

We  are  informed  that  the  following  sums  have 

also  been  paid  on  behalf  of  the  State  for  le* 

gal  services  rendered  the  State,  as  follows: 

Cash  paid  counsel  fee  to  Kent,  on  motion  before 

chancellor,  for  inqiiir^  in  Delafield  case, 
Cash  paid  D.  Webster  m  same  case, 
Cash  paid  D.  Webster  as  counsel  fee  on  argu- 
ment of  same  case^ 


[§132  00 
150  00 

1,000  00 

500  00 

8,083  12 

#4,865  12 
$3,083  12 


350  00 
350  00 

1,000  00 

$1^00  00 


Ilmtow  )  SENATE>  (  13th  Assek. 

^-BQIS.    (  (  Ist  SEgSION> 

REPORT 

or  THS 

COMMITTEE  ON  CANAL  AND  CANAL  LANDS, 

To  vJum\fixi8  referred  that  partof  the  Ex-Oovemor^s  and  Oovemor^s  message 
which  relates  to  the  canaL 


JANUARY  5, 1843. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table  and  1000  copiei  ordered  to  be  printed . 


Mr,  Rtan,  from  the  committee  on  Canal  and  Canal  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  Ex  Governor's  and  Governor's  message  which 
relates  to  the  can  1,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

An  examination  of  the  history  and  nature  of  this  majestic  work,  shows 
that  it  was  first  projected  by  the  General  Government,  and  for  more  than 
twenty  years  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  during 
which  time  it  has  been  the  subject  of  repeated  legislative  action.'  From 
the  nature  of  the  work,  its  connecting  such  great  interests,  the  high 
source  from  which  it  emanated,  and  the  long  time  its  construction  has  been 
contemplated  by  the  State,  it  would  seem  as  if  we  might  have  long  since 
expected  its  completion;  but  your  committee  regret  to  say  that  they  find 
it  yet  remains  unfinished,  and  it  is  now  left  for  the  Legislature  to  decide 
whether  it  shall  longer  continue  in  its  present  condition;  whether  the  peo- 
ple shall  still  be  deprived  of  its  advantages,  and  the  amount  already  invest- 
ed in  its  construction,  remain  a  total  loss  to  the  State,  or  whether  by 
prompt,  energetic  and  eflicient  measures,  they  will  hasten  its  completion, 
and  thereby  secure  a  sure  and  profitable  market  for  the  abundant  pro- 
ducts of  our  fertile  soiI,relieve  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  our  in- 
dastrious  citizens,  enhance  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  State,  render 
available  the  large  amount  already  invested,  open  a  channel  for  the  influx 
of  wealth  and  emigration,  and  by  the  large  amounts  realized  from  the 
lalesof  canal  property  and  the  tolls  from  the  canal,  enable  the  State  to  lessen 
the  public  debt,  to  pay  the  interest  upon  her  liabilities,  redeem  her  plight- 
ed faith,  preserve  her  honor,  and  ultimately  reniove  the  burdens  that  are 
now  paralyzing  the  energies,  stifling  the  efforts,  and  blighting  the  happi- 
ness of  her  citizens. 

The  subject  of  connecting  Lake  Michigan  with  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Illinois,  seems  to  have  attracted  public  attention  from  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  west;  but  the  first  decisive  action  upon  the  subject  took 
place  in  1823,  when  Congress  authorized  the  State  to  construct  a  canal 
P 
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over  the  public  lands.  The  l^egislature  of  Illinois,  at  the  session  of  1822 
and  '23,  appointed  a  board  of  canal  comnnissioners,  who  examined  the 
route  and  estimated  the  cost  of  the  work  at  $716,110  71.  Bui  the  State 
mace  no  further  effort  towards  carrying  on  the  work.  In  1827,  Congress 
granted  to  the  State  every  alternate  section  of  land  lying  along  the  con- 
templated line  within  five  miles,  amounting  in  all  to  480,000  acres.  In 
1829,  the  JLegislature  organized  a  new  board  of  canal  commisflioners,  "with 
power  to  re-examine  the  route,  dispose  of  the  lands,  and  commence  the 
work;  and  in  1831,  an  act  amendatory  of  that  of  1829,  was  passed,  ma- 
king further  provisions  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work.  By  their  report 
to  the  Legislature  of  1S33,  the  commissioners  estimated  the  cost  of  the 
canal  at  $4,043,86  50,  and  that  of  a  railroad  at  $1,052,488  19. 

At  the  session  of  1834-6,  the  Legislature  passed  another  act,  authori- 
zing the  Governor  to  make  a  loan  of  |;500,0U0  to  cairy  on  the  canal. — 
Again,  in  1836,  another  act  was  passed,  and  a  new  board  of  commis- 
sioners created  ,com  posed  of  Gen.  Thornton,Col.  Archer,  and  Col.  Hubbard, 
and  Wm.  Gooding  was  appointed  chief  engineer;  and  for  the  first  time,* 
work  was  actually  commenced  upon  the  canal.  During  this  season  there 
was  §99,910  63  expended  upon  the  canal,  In  1837,  anew  board  of  com- 
missioners was  formed,  consisting  of  Gen.  Thornton,  Gen.  Fry,  and  Col. 
McClernar.d.  During  this  and  the  following  year  there  was  $l,ti45,343- 
03  expended  upon  the  canal.  In  1839,  the  old  commissioners  were  re 
elected,  and  during  this  and  the  following  year  there  was  $2,596,846  18 
expended  upon  the  canal.  The  whole  amount  expended  up  to  this  time, 
including  interest,  was  «4,218,327.  In  1841,  Mr.  Morris,  Gen.  Fry,  and 
Mr.  Cloud  were  elected  como^issioners,  and  during  this  and  the  following 
year  there  was  $i8(J0,264  46  expended  upon  the  canal.  The  whole 
amount  expended,  up  to  the  present  time,  for  construction,  is  $4,430,112- 
87.  For  contingencies,  $312,351  43.  Total,  $4,742,364  30.  There 
has  been  sold  of  the  canal  lands,  from  the  commencement  of  the  first  sur- 
vey to  the  present  time,  250,000  acres,  and  there  is  still  due  from  these 
sales,  that  will  probably  be  collected,  about  §300,000.  On  the  first  of 
July,  1843,  there  will  be,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  $489,378  due 
for  unpaid  interest  upon  the  canal  debt.  The  whole  amount  due  for 
canal  debt  and  interest,  up  to  July  Ist,  1843,  will  be  $5,231,742  30. 

The  amount  now  due  the  State  for  canal  property  will  absorb  about 
$300,000  of  the  scrip  now  in  circulation,  and  consequently  lessen  the 
canal  debt  by  that  amount. 

There  is  230,000  acres  of  canal  lands  yet  unsold,  also  a  large  amount  of 
town  property  in  Chicago,  Lockport,  Juliet,  Ottawa  and  La  Salle,  stone 
quarries,  coal  beds,  and  extensive  water  power;  all  of  which  is  very  valu- 
able. 

The  able  and  interesting  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  Wm.  Gooding, 
to  which  we  would  invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  Senate,  shows 
that  It  will  still  require  $2,800,000  to  complete  the  canal  upon,  the  pres- 
ent plan.  Mr.  Gooding  has*  also,  after  a  close  and  careful  examination, 
submitted  comparative  estimates  of  various  plans  for  finishing  the  canal; 
in  these  estimates  it  is:  shown  that  .by  a  change  of  plan  the. canal  cai^  be 
cfMistructed  for  $1,600,000.  It  is  shown  by  these  estimates  and  ex;ami- 
D^tions,  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  for  all  nece^ary, purposes,  ctn 
be  obtained  from  other  siources  th^a  L^e  Mijcbignp,  apd  the  .high  st^- 
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ing  of  Mr.  Gooding  as  an  engineer,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  the  correct- 
ness of  his  statements.  The  advantages  of  the  present  plan  have  been 
supposed  to  be  that  the  supply  of  water  was  drawn  from  the  lake,  that  in 
no  event  could  there  be  a  want  of  a  full  supply,  that  it  would  afford  a 
quantity  of  water,  not  only  for  navigation,  but  also  to  supply  extensive 
manufactories  which  might  be  established  on  State  property  at  Lockport 
and  Juliet,  and  themby  greatly  enhance  the  value  of  said  property. 

The  advantages  of  the  new  plan  will  be,  that  the  canal  can  sooner  be 
put  in  operation,  and  that  a  saving  of  $1,200,000  will  be  made  in  the  cost 
of  construction  J  and  that  as  good  a  canal  will  be  made  as  on  the  present 
plan.  It  cannot  be  denied  but  that  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of 
the  State  renders  it  important  for  us  to  economize  in  every  possible  way, 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  permanent  interests  of  the  State. — 
If,  however,  the  State  should  make  an  arrangement  with  her  creditors  for 
the  completion  of  the  canal,  it  might  be  proper  to  leave  it  optional  with 
the  parly  who  would  have  to  advance  the  necessary  funds — if  they  should 
be  willing  tb  advance  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  canal  upon  the 
present  plan,  the  State  could  have  no  objections:  if  they  would  only  ad- 
vance enough  to  finish  it  upon  tlic  proposed  plan,  then  the  State  could 
have  no  hesitation  as  to  what  course  to  adopt. 

The  great  and  important  question  that  presents  itself  at  this  time  is, 
from  what  Soiree  can  the  State  obtain  the  necessary  means  to  complete 
the  canal?  The  ability  of  the  State  to  borrow  more  money  upon  a  pledge 
of  her  faith  has  ceased;  her  creJit  is  gone,  her  present  resources  are 
small,  and  all  admit  her  inability,  unaided,  to  progress  with  even  her  most 
important  enterprise.  To  whom  shall  we  apply  for  relief?  From  whom 
shall  we  obtain  the  required  aid? 

After  careful  investigation  and  close  examination  of  the  various  plans 
and  suggestions  for  carrying  on  the  canal,  the  committee  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  is  but  one  plan  which,  at  the  present  lime,  appears 
practical,  and  v/orthy  of  consideration:  they  have  come  to  this  conclusion; 
from  an  examination  of  different  letters  and  f^ans  from  the  most  distin- 
guished citizens  and  capitalists  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  also  some 
from  London.  The  views  given  in  the  letters  and  plans  referred  to  are 
judicious, sound  and  practical,  and  if  carried  into  effect,  would  undoubted- 
ly ensure  the  speedy  completion  of  the  canal  and  the  ultimate  payment  of 
the  whole  debt  of  the  State.  There  is  no  interest  so  immediately  identi- 
fied with  that  of  the  State  as  the  interest  of  the  bond  holders'.  Whatever 
tends  to  raise  the  price  of  bonds,  benefits  ihem  alike  with  the  Sta'c,  and 
whatever  plan  ensures  the  completion  of  the  canal,  confers  alike  benefits 
to  the  State  and  her  creditors;  for  when  once  completed,  the  canal  not 
only  opens  new  markets  to  the  citizens  of  Illinois,  and  increased  prices  for 
their  produce,  but  also  gives  greater  security  to  the  bond  holders  for  the 
ftill  payment  of  their  interest  and  principle.  So  it  will  he  readily  seen, 
that  if  a  mutual  arrangement,  satisfactory  to  the  State  and  her  creditors, 
can  be  entered  into  to  ensure  the  speedy  completion  of  the  canal,  it  is  the 
policy  of  both  so  to  do.  The  time  for  theorizing  upon  abstract  principles, 
for  indulging  in  dreams  of  future  greatness,  or  splendid  schemes  of  gran- 
deur, has  passed.  We  can  no  longer  dwell  upon  what  a  sovereign  state 
should  be  able  to  do,  bat  we  must  contemplate  things  as  they  are,  we 
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must  look  at  sober  realities,  and  make  the  most  judicious  use  of  the  little 
that  remains  of  our  imaginary  wealth,  and  apply  those  means  yet  within 
our  power  in  repairing  ihe  ruined  fortunes  of  the  State.  If  we  attempt- 
ed to  rear  a  structure  of  too  gigantic  proportions  one  which  fell  of  its  own 
cumbrous  weight,  it  does  not  become  us  to  spend  our  time  in  vain  regrets, 
and  grieve  in  idleness  over  our  disappointments,  but  let  us  gather  what 
yet  remains  uninjured  from  the  ruins,  and  erect  a  fabric  more  proportion- 
ate to  our  means*  The  proposition  for  carrying  on  the  canal  made  by  ma- 
ny of  the  creditors  of  the  State  is  as  follows: 

First,  the  Stale  to  convey  all  the  canal  lands,  town  lots,  water  power, 
coal  beds,  stone  quarries,  and  all  the  canal  property,  together  with  all  the 
tolls  that  may  be  derived  from  transportation  upon  the  canal,  to  trustees, 
who  shall  hold  the  aforesaid  property  in  trust  lor  the  canal  bond  holders. 
The  aforesaid  trustees  to  be  appointed  as  follows:  two  on  the  part  of  the 
creditors,  and  one  on  the  part  of  the  State.  The  canal  bond  holders  are 
to  subscribe  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  the  canal,  to  be  disbursed  by  the 
trustees  in  the  construction  of  the  cinal*  The  trustees  to  have  all  the 
powers  given  to  the  canal  commissioners.  After  the  canal  shall  be  com- 
pleted, the  trustees  are  to  proceed  to  sell  the  canal  property  from  time  to 
time  as  the  demand  may  require.  All  receipts  of  mo.ieys  are  to  be  paid, 
first,  to  reimburse  the  subscribers  for  the  new  advance,  and  second,  to 
pay  the  bonds  they  now  hold  against  the  State.  Those  bond  holders  sub- 
scribing, to  have  a  preference  over  all  others,  and  those  refusing  to  sub- 
set ibe,  to  be  paid  last.  After  the  creditors,  who  may  advance  the  required 
means,  are  paid  the  amount  of  subscription  and  the  bonds  they  now  hold, 
the  duties  of  the  board  of  trustees  shall  cease,  and  the  State  again  to  have 
the  entire  control  of  the  canal  and  its  property.  If  the  canal  bond 
holders  should  refuse  or  nogbct  to  subscribe  the  necessary  sum  to  com- 

{►lete  the  canal,  then  the  internal  improvement  bond  holders  are  to  be  al- 
owed  to  come  in  and  subscribe,  and  have  the  same  privileges  of  the  sub- 
scribing canal  bond  holders,  as  far  as  they  can  be  given  consistent  with 
the  faith  of  the  State.  Appraisers  are  to  be  appointed  to  assess  the  dam- 
age's of  the  present  contractors,  and  obtain  a  relinquishment  of  their  con- 
tracts. The  contractors  should  have  the  privilege  of  either  retaining 
their  contracts,  if  they  can  make  a  mutual  arrangement  with  the  board 
of  trustees,  or  subscribing  to  the  amount  the  State  owes  them,  and  pay- 
ing their  share  in  work,  <ind  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  given  to  the  other 
bond  holders.  The  holders  ofsciip  and  State  Indebtedness  to  be  allowed  to 
exchange  the  same  for  St<tte  bonds,  bearing  interest.  The  Governor,  or  his 
autiiorisred  agent,  to  open  a  negotiation  with  the  bond  holders,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  about  the  proposed  arrangements,  and  in  the  event  o(  the 
bond  holders  refusing  to  enter  into  an  agreement  on  the  proposed  plan, 
then  the  Governor  to  have  the  right  to  accept  any  alteration  in  the  fore- 
going plan  or  proposal  that  the  creditors  may  see  proper  to  make,  that 
may  be  consistent  with  the  true  interest  of  the  State. 

In  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  plan,  your  committee 
have  only  been  influenced  by  a  desire  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  canal. 
In  all  the  attention  they  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject, tliey  have 
been  unable  to  discover  any  other  plan  that  would  be  likely  to  insure  the  spee- 
dy completion  of  the  canal.    They  have  not  thought  proper  to  dwell  upon 
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any  of  the  other  various  plans  that  have  been  suggested  or  presented  be- 
fore them  for  their  consideration,  simply  for  the  reason  that  none  of  them 
come  from  the  parties  who  would  be  required  to  make  the  necessary  ad- 
yaoces  to  complete  the  canal*  It  would  be  a  matter  of  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, even  if  any  of  them  should  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the 
State,  whether  they  would  be  accepted  by  the  capitalists.  The  proposi- 
tions upon  which  the  foregoing  plan  is  based,  come  from  a  source  enti- 
tled to  the  highest  credit,  and  propose  all  that  the  State  can  reasonably 
desire,  and  have,  therefore,  been  more  attentively  considered  by  your  com- 
mittee. 

If  the  proposal  from  the  creditors  be  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  but  that  the  canal  will  be  completed 
early  in  the  season  of  1845;  and  your  committee  deem  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  the  canal  should  be  completed  at  as  early  a  period  as  pos* 
sible.  Each  year  the  State  is  losing  the  interest  upon  the  amount  alrea- 
dj  invested,  and  the  amount  she  might  derive  from  tolls,  and  her  farmers 
are  suffering  great  losses  upon  their  produce  for  the  want  of  access  to  mar- 
ket, and  the  canal  is  constantly  going  to  decay  in  consequence  of  its  un- 
finished condition. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  briefly  advert  to  the  importance  of  the  cf^iial, 
and  point  out  some  of  the  advantages  that  may  reasonably  be  expected  to 
be  derived  from  it,  and  the  probable  results  that  will  follow  its  comple- 
tion. It  would  perhaps  be  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  refer  to  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  were  it  not  that  many  have  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  attempting  to  co.nplete  the  canal,  and  others  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  business  betweenthe  commercial  cities,  the  manufacturing  towns 
of  the  east,  and  the  agricultural  valley  of  the  west,  would  never  pass 
through  this  chacnel,  but  that  it  would  continue  to  descend  the  Missis- 
sippi and  find  its  way  to  market  by  the  Atlantic.  But  we  believe  a  little 
etamination  of  the  subject  will  readily  determine  this  question;  as  well  as 
that  of  the  general  importance  of  the  canal.  The  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  will  be  one  hundred  miles  in  length;  there  will  be  fifteen  locks  upon 
it,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  in  length,  and  eighteen  feet  in  width;  it  will 
have  six  feet  water,  sixty  feet  surface,  and  thirty-six  feet  bottom,  and  will 
be  navigable  for  boats  of  one  hundred  tons  burthen;  it  will  connect  Lake 
Michigan  with  the  Illinois  river,  and  thus  open  a  direct  communication 
between  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Atlantic  states  and  the  Ca- 
nadian provinces. 

The  marketable  commodities  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Kentucky^  Tennessee,  and  the  lower  Mississippi,  descend  the 
Mississippi  river  and  its  tributaries  to  New-Orleans,  and  in  consequence 
of  such  large  quantities  of  produce  being  concentrated  at  one  point,  the 
price  is  always  very  low.  The  completion  of  the  canal  will  give  the  citi- 
zens of  this  valley  achoice  of  market  and  ensure  to  the  farmers  a  better 
price  for  their  produce.  The  difficulty  in  navigating  the  Mississippi,  the 
injurrious  effects,  upon  produce,  of  the  damp  and  humid  atmosphere  of  the 
south,  the  great  destruction  of  property  that  occurs  annually  upon  the 
Mississippi,  all  combine  to  render  it  important  for  the  citizens  of  Illinois 
to  have  a  more  safe,  cheap  and  expeditious  communicarion  to  a  sure  and 
steady  market.    We  believe  there' are  many  causes*  that  will  tend  to  ren- 
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dcr  the  communication  by  the  canal  and  lakes  annually  more  favorable  la 
our  citizens. 

The  cost  of  freight  upon  the  lakes  will  be  constantly  lessening  as  the 
competition  increases.  It  has  been  but  a  short  time  since  the  business  up- 
on the  upper  lakes  first  commenced,  and  the  cost  of  freight  has  conse- 
quently been  much  more  than  it  will  be  after  regular,  lines  have  been  es- 
tablished between  the  Mississippi  and  New  York.  In  1832  there  was  but 
one  steamboat  arrival  at  Chicago.  In  1841  there  were  seventy  arrivals 
at  that  place,  and  the  receipts  from  freight  and  passage  amounted  to^fSOl,- 
803  39.  The  whole  number  of  sail  vessels  upon  the  lakes  is  550,  and 
their  earnings  for  1841  amounted  to  $750,000.  The  earnings  of  all  the 
boats  and  vessels  upon  the  lakes  in  1841  amounted  to  ,$1,517,127  27. 

The  foregoing  may  serve  to  show  how  rapid  the  increase  in  the  trade 
by  the  lakes  has  been  in  the  last  ten  years:  and  we  may  suppose  that  the 
continued  increase  of  business  will  increase  the  regular  lines  and  tend 
greatly  to  lessen  the  cost  of  freight 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  canal  enlargement  will  make  that  canal 
navigable  for  boats  of  100  tons  burthen;  the  boats  that  now  navigate  it 
carry  only  40  tons,  and  consequently  the  cost  of  freight  between  Bufiala 
and  New  York  will  be  lessened  more  than  one  half.  It  would  be  a  safe 
calculation,  therefore,  to  suppose  that  when  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  ca- 
nal is  completed,  and  regular  lines  established  between  St.  Louis  and  New 
York,  by  the  way  of  the  lakes,  that  freight  will  be  carried  for  one  half 
what  it  now  costs.  Thus  we  see  that  the  completion  of  the  canal  will 
not  only  give  us  a  choice  of  markets,  but  will  greatly  increase  the  facili- 
ties and  lessen  the  cost  of  getting  to  a  sure  and  steady  market.  But 
there  is  still  another  important  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the  completion 
of  the  canal,  namely:  the  access  to  the  Canadian  market.  The  Colonial 
government  have  already  completed  a  part  of  the  improvement  of  the  SL 
Lawrence,  and  are  progressing  rapidly  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Wel- 
land  canal,  which  will  be  navigable  for  sea  vessels  of  300  tons  burthen, 
when  completed.  The  whole  chain  of  communication  will  be  completed 
in  1845.  These  improvements  will  not  only  increase  the  facilities,  but  will 
lessen,  at  least,  one  half  the  costs  of  transportation.  Vessels  bringing 
emigrants  from  Europe  can  pass  up  the  St.  Lawrence  and  through  the 
lakes  direct  to  Chicago,  and  can  carry  back  direct  to  Europe,  produce, 
without  a  single  transhipment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  Illinois  can 
hold  out  greater  inducements  to  emigrants,  coming  from  Europe,  than  any 
other  part  of  the  west;  and  there  is  as  little  doubt  but  that  tlie  policy  of 
the  British  government  is  to  encourage  the  trade,  and  diiect  the  agricultu- 
ral products  of  the  Mississippi  valley  to  England,  through  the  Canadian 
provinces.  The  increasing  demand  for  our  produce,  created  by  this  new 
market,  will  tend  to  improve  the  prices,  and  secure  larger  profits  to  our 
farmers;  and  this  market  will  be  still  more  favorable,  when  the  English 
government  reduces  the  duties  upon  our  bread  stuffs,  as  they  undoubtedly 
will  do,  from  time  to  time,  as  low  as  practical  with  the  landed  interest  at 
home. 

But  these  are  not  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  completion 
of  the  canal.  Judging  from  the  influence  of  similar  works  in  other  stales, 
we  may  safely  calculate  upon  the  canal  enhancing  the  taxable  property 
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of  the  State,  at  least  100  per  cent,  in  a  few  years  after  its  completion, 
and  thus  greatly  lessen  the  burthens  of  taxation. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  size  of  the  canal  boats,  and  the  gentle  cur- 
rent and  broad  and  deep  channel  of  the  Illinois  river,  freight  will  be  car- 
ried without  transhipment  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Chicago.  The 
canal  boats  will  carry  as  much  freight  as  any  of  the  steamboats,  and  one 
steamboat  can  tow  four  canal  boats.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  the  comple- 
tion of  the  canal  will  afford  the  same  advantages  to  the  citizens,  upon  any 
part  of  the  Illinois  river,  that  it  will  to  those  immediately  upon  its  bor- 
ders. We  may  form  some  idea  of  what  influence  the  completion  of  the 
canal  will  have  in  raising  the  price  of  property  from  Alton  to  Chicago,  by 
a  reference  to  the  history  of  the  Eric  canal. 

The  Erie  canal  was  completed  in  1825.  The  amount  of  taxable  prop- 
erty, real  and  personal,  was  as  follows: 

Official  valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  State  of  New- 
York. 

In  1815,  the  real  estate  was  $239,667,218;  the  personal  property  was 
$41,587,905— total  |28 1,255,123. 

In  182.'>,  the  real  estate  was  $199,553,471;  the  personal  property  was 
163,^93,875— total,  $263,427,346. 

In  1S35,  the  real  estate  wap  $403,517,585;  the  personal  property  was 
1125,058,794— total,  $528,576,379. 

Decrease  in  the  valuation  of  the  real  estate  and  personal  property  of  the 
State  in  the  ten  years  next  preceding  the  completion  of  the  canal,  was 
$1''',827,777.  Increase  in  the  ten  years  next  subsequent  to  the  comple- 
tion of  the  canal,  $265,149,033.  This  statement  shows,  that  although  the 
property  was  actually  depreciating  previous  to  the  completion  of  the  ca- 
nal, yet  it  rose  in  value  mere  than  100  per  cent,  in  ten  years  after  the 
completion  of  the  canal;  and  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why  our  canal 
should  not  have  as  great  an  influence  in  improving  the  value  of  property 
in  this  State,  as  the  Erie  canal  had  in  New- York.  Its  influence  will  be 
immediately  felt  upon  all  that  section  of  country,  bordering  upon  the  ca- 
nal and  river,  for  forty  miles  back,  on  each  side  and  extending  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Illinois  to  the  lake,  embracing  a  section  of  country,  inclu- 
ding thirty  counties,  containing  15,000,000  of  acres,  and  a  population,  at 
the  present  time,  of  200,000,  and  capable  of  supporting,  if  densely  popu- 
lated, 5,000,000  inhabitants. 

The  bounties  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal,  contained  in  1841,  714,- 
049  inhabitants,  and  those  counties  alone  sent  that  year,  through  the  Erie 
canal,  $23,218,370  of  commodities,  to  market.  The  counties  that  would 
contribute  directly  to  the  business  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  con- 
tain, as  before  stated,  200,000  inhabitants,  and  if  they  should  contribute 
in  proportion  to  their  population,  at  the  same  rate  of  the  counties  along  the 
Erie  canal,  they  would  furnish  $6,633,677  of  property  to  be  sent  to  mar- 
ket through  the  canal,  immediately  on  its  completion,  and  if  the  rate  6f 
tolls  should  equal  six  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  the  property  transported, 
this  business  alone  would  yield  $398,020  62,  and  if  the  return  trade 
should  equal  the  exports,  or  if  these  counties  should  buy  as  much  as  they 
sell,  they  would  furnish  a  business  that  would  yield  a  toll  of  $796,041  24, 
independent  of  the  business  furnished  by  other  States. 
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The  value  of  the  whole  property  carried  upon  the  Erie  canal  in  1841» 
was,  192,202,921. 

Of  this  amount,  the  descending  value  was,  ^27,2^25,322 

Of  which  sum  came  from  other  states,  14,409  518 

The  merchandize  ascending  was,  50,134,320 

Of  which  sum  went  to  other  states,  15,000,000 

It  thus  appears  that  the  counties  through  which  the  canal  passes  fur> 
nished  a^business  of  $62,000,000,  which  yielded,  even  at  the  present  re- 
duced rates  of  tolls,  a  revenue  of  $1,5U0,000.  If,  therefore,  the  same 
amount  of  business  should  be  done  upon  our  canal,  in  proportion  to  the 
population  that  contributes,  there  would  be  a  business  of  $17,714,285; 
and  if  there  should  be  but  four  pe^  cent,  toll,  which  would  be  low,  an  an- 
nual revenue  of  $708,571  40  would  be  received;  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
the  interest  upon  the  whole  State  debt.  Although  the  canal  counties  of 
New  York  arc  old  and  wealthy  counties,  still  there  can  be  no  good  rea- 
son why  the  population  in  this  State  should  not  furnish  as  much  business, 
if  indeed  it  does  not  much  more,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  as  the  popu- 
lation of  New  York.  The  same  amount  of  labor  here  will  certainly  pro- 
duce more  from  our  rich  and  fertile  soil,  than  in  any  of  the  older  slates. 
The  foregoing  calculations  are  made  with  reference  only  to  the  present 
population  of  our  State,  that  would  be  likely  to  contribute  business  for  the 
canal.  But  we  cannot  suppose  that  the  present  number  of  inhabitants 
will  remain  the  same.  There  will  unquestionably  be  a  very  great  and  a 
very  rapid  incre^e,  and  with  that  increase, a  proportional  increase  in  the 
amount  of  business.  Perhaps  the  surest  way  to  judge  of  the  probable 
rate  of  increase  in  our  population,  will  be  to  refer  to  the  past  history  of 
the  State. 
In  1810,  Illinois  contained  ...  12,282  inhabitants. 
**   lb20,     *««*...        55,211  ^ 

^  1830,     w  u  .  .  .       157,575  ** 

**   1840,     ****-.-      47t),273  " 

This  shows  how  very  rapid  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the  State 
has  been,  and  if  the  same  rate  should  continue,  we  shall  have  more  than 
1,000,000  of  inhabitants  in  ten  years. 

Again,  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  divert  a  part  of  the  trade  from 
the  Mississippi  river  after  the  completion  of  the  canal.  It  is  estimated 
that  $85,000,000  of  ac;riculturdl  products  annually  descend  the  Mississip- 
pi, and  that  $IO,000,0(H)  are  annually  paid  for  transportation.  We  can 
readily  perceive  that  it  will  require  but  a  small  part  of  this  immense  trade 
to  add  greatly  to  the  revenues  of  the  canal. 

The  large  supplies  of  hemp  and  tobacco  from  Kentucky  and  Missouri, 
and  the  groceries  from  the  lower  Mississippi,  destined  for  the  market  in 
western  New  York,  and  the  country  bordering  upon  the  lakes,  will  pass  ., 
through  this  channel  instead  of  the  long  and  circuitous  route  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Atlantic,  Hudson  river,  and  Erie  canal. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  will  opea  the  immense  pine  region  border* 
ing  upon  the  lakes,  which  will  furnish  lumber  to  supply  the  southern 
market.  Judging  from  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of  lead  are  now 
waggoned  across  the  country  from  Galena  to  the  lake,  a  distance  of  170 
miles,  we  may  reasonably  suppose  ihatthis  profitable  and  growing  trade 
will  also  pass  through  this  channel  when  it  is  opened.    A  great  trade  in 
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salt  aod  coal,  and  the  coarse  commodities,  will  undoubtedly  be  carried  on. 
The  growing  importance  of  St.  Louis,  and  its  increasing  trade  With  the 
east,  will  supply  a  large  amount  of  business.  But  your  committee  have 
neither  time  nor  space  to  enumerate  all  the  sources  of  wealth  and  branch- 
es of  trade  that  will  contribute  to  increase  the  trade  of  this  canal.  We 
have  only  enumerated  some  of  the  most  important  facts  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  importance  of  completing  the 
canal  as  speedily  as  possible. 

So  great  are  the  changes,  and  so  rapid  is  the  march  of  improvements, 
that  we  can  fix  upon  no  standard  of  comparison.  But  yesterday  the 
mighty  West  slumbered  in  unbroken  solituae,  unknown  to  civilized  man, 
to-day  we  behold  it  covered  with  rich  and  beautiful  farms,  and  inhabited 
by  more  than  three  millionsof  active,  intelligent,  and  enterprising  citizens. 
But  forty  years  since,  the  whole  country  embracing  Ohio, Indiana,  Illinois, 
Missouri,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  contained  but  51,0  6  inhabit* 
ants.  In  1810,  it  contained  267,562.  In  1820,  it  contained  850,840.  In 
1830,  it  contained  1,608,048.  In  1840,  it  contained  3,331,861.  If  we 
judge  of  the  future  from  the  past,  we  shall  see,  that  in  a  few  years,  this 
section  will  contain  more  wealth  and  population  than  all  other  parts  of 
the  Union. 

The  State  of  Illinois  contains  33,941,602  acres  of  land,  and  could  sup- 
port, without  difficulty,  10,000,000  oi  inhabitants.  England,  with  a  less 
number  of  acres,  produced  food,  in  1835,  that  was  valued  at  $604,000,000, 
And  France,  the  same  year,  produced  $980,000,000  oi  food.  So  great 
are  the  facilities  for  cultivation,  that  we  can  produce  more  in  proportion 
to  our  labor,  than  any  part  of  the  world.  Our  rich  and  fertile  soil,  salu- 
brious climate,  and  natural  inherent  wealth,  give  us  advantages  that,  if 
properly  used,  will  soon  make  Illinois  one  of  the  wealthiest  States  in  the 
Union.  Ohio,  with  a  much  less  fertile  soil  than  Illinois,  exported  in 
1840,  $19,670,686,  and  her  exports  are  estimated  for  the  present  year  at 
$24,695,911.  Illinois  is  properly  an  agricultural  State — from  her  pro- 
ductive prairies  the  eastern  cities,  the  manufacturing  towns,  and  the  older 
States  will  draw  supplies  of  grain  for  their  increasing  population.  The 
soil  in  the  old  States  is  becoming  lera  productive,  and  their  population  is 
rapidly  increasing;  the  growing  trade  between  the  old  States  and  the 
new,  the  increasing  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  shows 
that  consumption  keeps  pace  with  production,  and  that  as  our  production 
increases  there  will  be  an  increasing  demand  for  it« 

Production  in  Great  Britain  has  been  carried  to  its  fullest  extent,  it 
cannot  be  increased,  neither  can  the  rapid  increase  in  their  population 
be  checked;  consequently  they  must  look  abroad  for  food  to  supply  the 
increasing  wants  of  their  inhabitants,  as  has  been  shown  in  the  history 
of  the  past  year  or  two.  This  will  also  be  the  case  with  the  older  States 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  more  particularly  from  the. fact  that  it  re- 
quires increased  labor  and  expense  to  maintain  the  foriper  productive- 
ness of  the  soil  in  those  States.  But  we  have  such  an  extent  and  abun- 
dance of  wild  land  that  if  any  part  should  become  unproductive  we  have 
ooly  to  extend  our  improvements  and  we  have  all  the  richness  of  a  new 
and  fertile  soil  to  furnish  supplies  of  grain  to  meet  the  growing  demand. 

To  show  how  rapidly  the  trade  with  the  old  States  and  with  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies  is  increasing,  let  us  refer  to  the  statistics  of  trade. 
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In  1841,  Massachusetts  alone  consumed  and  manufactured  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  of  other  States  to  the  amount  of  f  42,0 10,000.  Her 
population  was  only  737,000.  From  this  statement  we  can  judge  how 
gi'eat  the  consumption  must  be  in  the  more  populous  States,  atid  how- 
rapid  will  be  the  increasing  demand  for  food  in  those  States  where  the 
inhabitants  are  engaged  in  other  than  agricultural  pursuits* 
The  total  exports  to  the  British  colonies  has  been  as  follows: 

In  1829. $2,725,067 

In  1834, 5,009,809 

In  1840,  -  .  -  .  -  8,803,550 

This  shows  an  increase  in  the  trade  with  the  colonies  of  more  than 
$6,01)0,000  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  sales  of  produce  to  the  colonies 
exceeded  the  purchases  in  1840,  $5,775,846.  This  vast  and  profitable 
trade  to  the  western  states  has  all  grown  up  since  1830.  In  1840  we  ex- 
ported to  Great  Britain  605,778  barrels  of  flour,  and  to  her  tolonies 
432,352.  The  whole  exports  to  Great  Britain  in  1840  amounted  to  $61- 
570,142,  and  during  the  same  year  we  only  purchased  $39,130,922  of 
Great  Britain  and  hkjr  colonies.  Thus  leaving  a  balance  in  our  favor  of 
$32,439,220.  These  facts  are  sufficient  to  show  that  wc  have  no  good 
grounds  to  fear  that  we  will  not  find  a  ready  sale  for  all  our  surplus  pro- 
duce at  fair  prices. 

The  committee  have  thought  proper  to  refer  to  these  facts,  because 
many  have  expressed  their  doubts  as  to  tl>e  propriety  of  attempting  to 
complete  the  canal,that  it  would  not  pay  if  cohstructed,  that  it  would  not 
benefit  our  farmers,  that  produce  would  not  again  command  good  prices 
in  consequence  of  their  being  such  a  large  amount  of  it  raised  in  the  west; 
but  they  believe  that  this  hasty  glance  at  the  prt^bable  results  that  will 
follow  the  completion  of  the  canal  is  sufficient  to  show  how  important  it 
is  for  the  State  to  effect  that  object  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  will  say  that  they  have  no  doubt  but  that 
itis  within  the  power  of  the  State  to  secure  the  speedy  completion  of  tfie 
canal.  And  the  committee  also  believe,  that  when  completed,  it  will  ena* 
ble  the  State  to  extricate  herself  from  her  present  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments* Let  Illinois  be  true  to  herself,  carefully  guard  her  honor,  be  pini- 
dent  and  economical,  show  a  rigid  adherence  to  principles  of  justice,  and 
prove  to  the  world  by  all  her  acts  that  though  poor,  yet  she  is  honest, 
and  she  will  soon  rise  above  her  present  difficulties,  and  ere  long  will  hold 
that  proud  position  in  the  Union  which  she  is  destined  to  occupy. 

It  is  believed  that  the  completion  of  the  canal  will  give  a  great  addi- 
tional value  to  all  the  canal  lands  and  canal  property.  The  lands  along 
the  line  of  the  Erie  canal  are  worth  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per 
acre,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  our  lands  wiH  produce  enough  more 
per  acre  to  pay  tliec6stof  transportation  from  Illinois  to  New  York,  so 
that  an  acre  of  canal  land,  after  the  canal  is  in  operation,  will  really  be 
as  valuable  as  Hn  acre  of  land  in  New  York.  It  is  believed  that  these 
lands  will  readily  sell  for  an  average  of  $25  per  acre,  which  would  yiola 
$5,750,000,  a  sum  sufficient  to  liquidate  tho  whole  canal  debt.  This  esti-  ^ 
mate  includes  all  the  town  property,  coal  beds,  water  power,  stone  quar- 
ries and  al'  the  canal  property.  If  the  above  estimate  is  correct,  the  ca- 
nal property  will  be  sufficient  to  liquidate  the  whole  canal  debt,  and  leave 
the  whole  amount  derived  from  tolls  to  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  in* 
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teresl  upon  the  remainder  of  the  State  debt,  and  thus  lead  to  the  restora" 
tion  of  the  State  credit,  and  relieve  the  embarrassments  of  the  people. 

The  completion  of  the  canal  will  secure  to  our  farmers  a  rich  reward 
for  their  honest  labors,  good  prices  and  a  ready  sale  for  their  produce,  re- 
vive business,  restore  prosperity,  and  give  a  new  impulse  to  trade  and 
commerce.  Emigration  will  pour  into  the  State,  our  vacant  lands  will  be 
sought  after,  our  wild  prairies  will  be  transformed  into  rich  and  beautiful 
farms.  Capita  will  flow  into  the  country,  industry  will  be  encouraged, 
enterprise  will  be  stimulated,  and  the  citizens  of  Illinois  will  soon  become 
prosperous  and  happy. 


Ii*"oi}  SENATR  ( 13th  ABsra. 

'Laaa.i  {  let  Smbiow. 

MESSAGE 

VROM 

THE  GOVERNOR, 

CONTAINIlfO 

A  correspondence  between  the  Governor,  Auditor,  and  Fund  Commissionm' 
and  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois, 

RELATIVE  TO  A 

DISSOLUTION  OF  BANK  AND  STATE. 


DECEMBER  34,  1843. 
fiaftdy  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


ExBcimyB  Dbpabtmbnt, 
Springfieldj  December  22, 1842. 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  requesting 
the  Governor,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Auditor  and  Fund  Commissioner, 
to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  tl:e  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing upon  what  terms  an  amicable  dissolution  between  the  State  and  the 
banks  can  be  effected,  &c.,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  havine  associa- 
ted with  myself  the  Auditor  and  Fund  Commissioner,  we  proceeded  to  make 
the  inquiries  indicated  in  the  resolution.  The  result  will  appear  in  the  cop- 
ies of  the  correspondence  herewith  submitted.  Bad  health  on  my  part  has 
hitherto  prevented  me  from  obtaining  other  useful  information  which 
might  have  been  obtained;  and  the  necessity  of  avoiding  further  delay 
in  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly,  makes  it  proper  that  the  infor- 
Hiation  already  obtained  should  be  immediately  communicated. 
I  huve  ttie  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  FORD, 
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Springfield,  December  19,  LS42» 
To  the  President  and  Directors 

of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois: 
The  Governor,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  and  Fund  Commissioner 
have  been  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  lo  enter 
into  a  negotiation  with  the  banks,  or  their  authorized  agents^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  upon  what  terms  an  amicable  dissolution  between 
the  State  and  the  banks  can  be  effected,  and  to  obtain  such  other  infor- 
mation as  may  be  useful  in  relation  to  the  subject. 

The  undersigned  have  already  held  two  verbal  conferences  with  the 
President  and  Cashier  of  the  State  Bank  on  this  subject;  and  have  now 
to  request  that  the  State  Bank  will  signify  the  terms  upon  which  it  will  be 
willing  to  dissolve  with  the  State,  and  at  the  same  time  communicate  in- 
formation upon  all  subjects  of  inquiry  mentioned  by  us  in  those  confer- 
cnces* 

THOMAS  FORD, 
JAMES  SHIELDS, 
J.  D.  WHITESIDE. 


State  Bank  op  Illinois, 
Springfield^  December  21,  1842. 
Gentlemen:  We  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  to 
us  of  the  19th  inst.,  in  which  you  advise  us  that  you  have  been  directed 
by  the  General  Assembly  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  with  the  banks,  in 
order  to  ascertain  on  what  terms  an  amicable  dissolution  between  the 
State  and  the  banks  can  be  effected,  and  to  obtain  such  other  information 
on  the  subject  as  may  be  useful,  and  requesting  us  to  signify  the  terms  on 
which  we  arc  willing  to  dissolve  the  cor^nexion  of  the  bank  with  the  State. 
As  ii  necessary  preliminary  in  entering  into  the  consideration  of  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  importance  to  the  bank,  we  submit  the  following  succinct 
statement  of  the  nature  of  the  connexion  of  the  State  with  the  State 
Bank,  as  exhibited  by  the  books  of  the  latter. 

The  State  is  the  owner  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of 
^3,100,000,  of  which  8100,000  was  subscribed  for  under  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  charter,  and  $2,000,0i)0  were  subscribed  for  under  the  act  to 
increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain  banks,  of  4th  March,  1837. 

Against  this  mdebteduess  of  the  bank  to  the  State  as  a  stockholder,  the 
bank  as  per  its  statement  of  1st  inst.,  is  a  creditor  of  the  State  as  follows: 
As  the  owner  of  State  bonds  to  the  amount  of  .     $1,686,000  00 

As  the  o^ner  of  State  scrip  to  the  amount  of  •  17,534  50 

For  amount  due  the  bank  for  money  advanced  at  vari- 
ous times,  chiefly  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of 
the  State'  .  .  .  .  .  .         292,373  17 

For  amount  advunced  at  different  times  to  aid  the 
Fund  Commissioner  in  paying  interest  on  State 
bonds 156,496  4& 


Making  exclusive  of  interest,  an  aggregate  of  .    $2,152,404  09 


3  [95J 

And  cMceding  the  amount  of  tbe  stock  of  the  bank  owned  by  the 
State,  in  the  sum  of  $5'J/iU4  09. 

In  the  proposed  dissolution,  It  is  understood  to  be  contemplated  on 
behalf  of  the  State,  to  give  up  the  stock  of  the  bank  held  by  it,  in 
exchange  for  the  State  bonds  and  scrip,  and  in  discharge  of  tbe  claims  of 
the  bank  on  the  State. 

We  have  heretofore  expressed  our  willingness  to  make  this  exchange, 
if  it  can  be  done  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  committed  to  our 
charge;  and  with  a  full  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
a  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  General  Assembly,  have  deliberated 
Hiaturely  on  it,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  we  will  be  jus- 
tified in  surrendering  the  State  securities  and  claims  of  the  bank,  in 
even  exchange,  dollar  for  dollar,  for  the  stock  of  the  bank  owned  by  the 
State,  and  thereby  dissolving  tbe  connexion  with  the  State,  if  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  will  allow  us  the  use  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  for  the 
purposes  of  liquidation,  for  the  lime  necessary  to  prevent  the  losses  inci- 
dent on  a  forced  and  rapid  collection  of  the  debt  due  the  bank  and  sale 
of  its  real  estate;  with  the  further  privilege  that  if  the  bank  resume  spe- 
cie payment  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  continue  to  redeem  its  notes 
with  specie,  the  charter  shall  be  retained. 

We  are  willing  to  agree  that  should  the  bank  under  this  arrangement 
make  an  an  effort  at  resumption,  it  shall  be  the  final  one,  and  with  this 
view  are  willing  to  have  a  provision  inserted  in  the  proposed  law  to  the 
effect,  that  if  the  bank  after  resuming  ever  fails  to  pay  specie  on  de- 
mand, its  charter  shall  cease,  except  so  much  of  it  as  may  be  necessary 
for  liquidation. 

With  regard  to  the  time  which  it  is  proposed  to  allow  the  bank  to  pre- 
pare for  resumption,  we  would  remark  that  we  prefer  as  much  time  as 
can  properly  be  given  us;  a  further  reduction  of  the  circulation  from  the 
collection  of  debts  and  sales  of  real  estate,  being  very  desirable. 

By  reference  to  the  preceding  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  State 
IS  indebted  to  the  bank  ^about  ^300,000,  for  money  advanced  to  pay  the 
current  expenses  of  the  State.  If  this  amount  could  now  be  repaid  in  the 
paper  of  the  bank,  a  much  earlier  period  might  be  fixed  for  a  resumption 
than  we  can  venture  to  name,  if  this  claim  on  the  State  is  surrendered  as 
proposed.  By  this  surrender  the  bank  is  deprived  of  this  much  of  its 
available  means,  and  it  appears  to  us  to  be  only  just,  in  fixing  on  a  day  for 
resumption,  that  we  should  be  allowed  at  least  sufficient  time  to  realize 
this  sum  from  the  other  resources  of  the  bank.  In  view  of  this,  and 
other  considerations  connected  with  this  subject,  we  do  not  feel  justified 
in  naming  a  day  of  resumption  earlier  than  the  first  day  of  August  next 

We  proposed,  under  your  invitation  to  communicate  information  on  all 
the  subjects  connected  with  your  enquiries,  to  have  offered  our  views  on 
some  other  matters  connected  with  the  bank,  but  having  been  advised 
that  you  desire  to  make  an  early  report  to  the  General  Assembly,  we  will 
close  with  the  suggestion  that  as  it  has  been  considered  necessary,  in  order 
that  this  institution  be  a  constitutional  "State  Bank,"  that  the  State  should 
be  a  stockholder  to  an  extent  to  constitute  a  "substantial  interest,"  it  will 
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be  desirable  that  from  $50,000  to  $100,000  of  the  stock  of  the  bank 
owned  by  the  State,  shall  continue  to  be  owned  bj  it. 
By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  Directors, 

THOMAS  MATHER.  Prerideni. 
To  His  Excellency,  Thomas  Ford,  James  Shields,  Esq.  and  J.  D.  White- 
side, Esq. 
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Mr.  RALflToiiffroni  the  committee  on  Finance,  made  tbe  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  Finance^  to  whom  was  referred  a  reaohition 
declaring  ^'tiiat  it  was  expedient  and  proper  for  tbe  State  of  Ulinoia 
to  receive  her  share  of  the  distribution  fimd;  and  that  when  it  is  re- 
csbed  it  shall  not  be  in  a^  wise  expended  for  tbe  ordinary  purposes  of 
Siftte  govemment,  bat  that  it  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  tbe  State 
debt,  or  towards  the  completion  of  the  canal,  or  for  tbe  purposes  of  edoca- 
ci^ion,as  the  Legidatuiemay  hereafter  provide^"  having  had  tho  same 
QAder  cptisideration^  have  directed  me  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Ever  imndfal  of  the  importance  (d*  the  subject  committed  to  them^  your 
oottimittee  have  devoted  to  its  considemtion  such  attention  (compatible 
with  their  other  duties,)  as  its^merits  seem  to  require*  And,  now,  with 
deferettce  to  the  sagacity:  and  wisdom  of  the  Senate,  they  submit  their  n^a- 
tored  views,  hoping  that  whatever  action  may  be  Jiad  in  the  premises, 
will  tend  to  promote  the  tcue  honor  of  the  Silate,  and  protect  the  real  in- 
terest of  tbe  people* 

Tito  resolution,  though  vague  in  itself,  was  evidently  designed  to  refer 
to  tbe  distribution  amoi^  tbe  several  States,  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  salesi  of 
tbe  public  lands,  anthorized  by  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^Aa  act  to  appn>* 
pnaCe  tfie  prooeeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  ujoA  to  grant  preemption 
rights,''approved  Sept.  4th,  1841^  Yoor  committee  have,  therefore,  exam- 
ined with  some  care  the  said  act,  its  spirit,  its  reason,  and  the  propriety 
of  the  policy  it  was  designed  to  establish.  The  first. section  provides  that 
there  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  States  of  0^,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Alabama, 
Ifittissippi,  Louisiana,  Aikansaa,  and  Michigan, .^er  and  above  what  each 
Ode  of  them  was  entitled  to  by  ^e  terms, of  the  compact  entered  into  on 
their  admissioQ  into  the  Union,  the  sum  of  ten  per  centum  uppn  the  nett 
[itoceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pubiio  lands,  which  shall  be  made  within  each  of 
tbe  said  States,  respectively.  Under  the  provisions  of  tins  section  of  the  act 
the  State  of  IHinois  i^  now  entitled  to  receive,  at  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  tbe  iumi  of  |29,635  02.  The  question  bei«  arises,  shall 
Illincis  receive  this  sum  of  money?  And  if  it  shall  be  determined  to  re- 
ctite  it^for  wliat  purpose  shall  it  be  appropriated?  ^ 
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In  order  to  a  solution  of  the  first  enquiry,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain  the 
reason  of  the  appropriation  by  Congress.  By  the  several  compacts  under 
which  the  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union,  (Illinois  amone  oth- 
ers,) it  is  provided  that  five  per  centum  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  therein,  shall  be  resenred  for  the  use  of  the  States  within 
which  the  same  is  situated. 

It  is  provided  in  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  Territory 
north*west  of  the  Ohio  river,  that  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  Iand»  the 
property  of  the  United  States;  and  in  no  case  shall  non-resident  proprie- 
tors be  taxed  higher  than  residents. 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  ttiat  while  we  have  heretofore  been  allowed 
only  five  per  centum  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  limits  of  the  State,  we  have  been  denied  one  of  the  greatest 
nghts  of  sovereignty — that  of  taxing  all  the  public  domain  within  our 
limits.  Was  our  State,  unrestricted  by  this  ordinance,  antthorieed  to  levy  a 
reasonable  tax  upon  all  property  within  its  limits,  whether  belonging  to 
individuals  or  to  the  Federal  Government^  she  would  in  fact,  as  she  is  in 
theory,  be  placed  on  equality  with  the  older  States  of  the  Union;  but  by 
the  poHcy  of  the  General  Government,  the  new  States  have  ever  been 
crippled  in  their  growth.  More  than  half  the  soil  within  our  limits  is  not 
subject  to  taxation,  whilst  the  few  whose  property  is  subject  to  taxation  have 
had  to  support  the  State  Govcmn>ent.  We  apprehend  the  land  within 
our  limits,  belonging  to  the  General  Government,  if  subject  to  taxation  at 
its  fair  and  reasonable  value,  would  bring  into  the  State  TreasuryannuaJly 
a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,-^— it  is  tliere- 
forc,  manifest  that  the  original  grant  by  the  Greneral  Government  to ,  the 
new  States  of  five  per  centum  fund  and  the  several  donations  of  laad,  &c. 
were  not  acts  of  charity,  of  benevolence,  of  generosity  to  the  new  Sitatei» 
as  by  some  they  have  been  called,  but  they  were  acts  of  sheer  justice;  nor 
can  we  regard  the  first  section  of  the  act  above  Y)uoted,  as  an  act  ef  muni- 
ficcnt  generosity  to  the  new  States,  but  of  justice  long  and  stoenuously 
"withheld  from  them.  We  contend  that  the  grant  to  the  new  States  of  ten 
per  centum  (additional  to  the  five  per  centum  named  in  the  comfiact)  and 
the  grants  of  land  for  varioas  purposes  are  properly  given  and  may 
be  property  received  as  a  partial,  and  not  a  full  equivalent  for  the  res- 
trictions which  Congress  imposed  upon  our  sovereignty  whilst  jt^t  vre  were 
in  our  infancy— that  to  receive  concessions  thus  made  and  appropriate 
them  to  objects  of  general  utility  to  the  whole  State,  compromises  no  prin- 
ciples of  Government 

If  this  money  shall  be  received,  it  will  become  proper  te  determine  the 
purpose  to  which  it  should  be  applied.  Three  plans  are  sogeested  in  the  re- 
solution. 1st.  To  apply  the  same  to  the  payment  of  the  d^ts  of  the  State* 
In  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  great  difficnity  would  arise  in  the  execiH 
tion  of  this  plan.  The  State  is  so  iar|eiy  indebted  that  the  payment  of  so 
small  an  anieant,  pro  roto,  would  he  of  but  little  use  either  to  the  State  or  to 
her  creditors.  Sdly.  The  application  of  so  small  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
completion  of  the  canal  would  be  of  little  avail;  we,  therefore,  cannot  re* 
commend  the  appropriation  of  this  sum  of  money  to  that  object,  however 
anxious  we  may  be  te  see  that  work  completed. 

The  three  per  cent,  fond  heretofore  received  on  the  sales  of  pnblic  lands 
has  been  paid  intp  the  State  Treasury  and  used  for  State  purposes,  whilst 
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the  St^^  fram  other  sources^  has  greatly  enlai^d  the  fimd  and  agreed  to 
paj  six  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  to  be  distributed  among  the  several 
counties^  under  the  law  for  purposes  of  education.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  oa  account  of  the  embarrassed  condition  of  the  State  and  the  deprecia- 
tion of  thcf  paper  in  which  the  revenues  have  been  collected,  manv  of  the 
counties  have  not  received,  since  last  January,  any  portion  of  the  distribu- 
tive share  due  to  them*  The  systiemof  common  schools  and  education  pre- 
vailing throughout  the  State  has  become  greatly  deranged  ^  teachers  have 
gone  without  their  pay,  children  without  education,  and  as  yet  no  plan  hiis 
been  suggested  to  remedy  the  evils;  the  committee,  therefore,  most  earn- 
estly recommend,  that  said  fund  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  pay  the 
interest  due  and  to  become  due  od  the  school  fund.  Should  this  plan  pre- 
vail, temporary  relief  would  be  afibrded  to  a  meritorious  class  of  citizens 
eng^edin  the  educf^^on  of  youth,  without  diverting  any  of  the  ordinary 
resources  of  the  government  from  their  appropriate  objects.  Its  benefits 
would  be  fell  in  another  respect:  the  price  of  tuition,  as  of  every  thing  else, 
must  depend  upon  the  quality  of  the  currency  in  which  the  {>ayment  is 
made;  should  this  pa;^ment  be  made  in  sound  currency,  we  might  expect 
a  corresponding  reduction  in  the  price  of  tuition,  whilst  new  life  and  vigor 
would  be  infused  into  this  branch  of  public  service* 

By  another  section  of  this  act  of  Congress,  the  State  of  Illinois  is 
entitled  to  the  further  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-four 
33:100  dollars,  as  her  share  of  the  dbtribution  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  after  deducting  the  five  per  cent  under  the  compact 
with  the  new  States,  and  the  ten  per  cent,  granted  to  the  several  States 
within  which  the  lands  are  sold. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  the  Governor  or  LegJ3lature  ma^  either  appoint 
an  agent  to  receive  the  money.  The  late  Governor  during  his  adminis- 
tration declined  to  act  in  the  case,  and  in  his  communication  at  the  close 
of  his  gubernatorial  term,  called  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
subject,  emphaticiUly  opposing  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  in  fact  recom- 
mending a  rejection  of  the  offbred  bounty.  Tne  present  Governor  has 
not.  so  &r  as  your  committee  are  informed,  acted  on  the  subject,  hence  it 
becomes  important  for  the  Legislature  to  adopt  some  definite  action  in 
the  premises. 

The  actof  Congress  proposes  to  divert  from  its  ordinarfr  channel  an  aver- 
age of  above  three  millions  of  dollars,  which  heretofore,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  land  system,  has  flowed  into  the  national  treasury  and  appro- 
priated to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government.  At  the  time  of  its  pas- 
Mige  the  national  treasury  was  embarrassed  beyond  precedent  in  modem 
tin^s,  and  what  is  remarmble,  the  same  Congress  in  a  few  days  after  the 
passage  of  thb  act,  authorized  the  loan  of  many  millions  of  dollars  on  the 
nuth  and  credit  of  the  United  States,  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
government,  and  actually  caused  agents  to  be  sent  through  the  country  to 
procure  money  to  canr  on  the  government. 

The  States  in  their  mdividual  capacity  have  no  claim  upon  this  branch 
of  revenue;  some  of  the  public  lands  were  ceded  by  the  older  States  of  the 
confederacy  to  the  United  States  for  the  JK>int  benefit  of  all,  (not  for  the 
separate  benefit  of  any.)  The  expenses  incidental  to  the  extinguishment  of 
the  Indian  titles,  the  surveys  and  sales  of  the  lands  have  always  been  paid 
out  of  the  naJianal  treasury;  and  there;  are:  a^^tually  demands  to  a  larger 
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amount  growing  out  of  Indian  treaties  for  the  ce.«8ion  of  lands  anhudlj 
chargeable  to  the  General  Government,  and  yet  Government  proposed  to 
distribute  the' proceeds  of  the  sales  of  these  same  lands,  and  to  leave  the 
expenses  incident  to  Indian  treaties,  Indian  annuities,  &c.  &c.,  to  be'  de- 
frayed by  borrowing  money,  or  money  obtained  by  a  tax  indireotly  levierf 
upon  the  people,  in  the  shape  of  heavy  dbtieson  the  necessities  of  life. 

By  far  the  greater  part  of  the  national  domain  was  never  owned  or 
claimed  by  any  of  the  States.  The  country  now  constituting  the  States 
of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  the  territories  of  Florida  and  Iowa,  and 
that  vast  tract  of  country  extending  Westward  from  Missouri  and  Iowa, 
to  the  Pacific  ocean,  was  purchased  by  the  United  States  government  from 
foreign  nations,  and  paid  for  with  money  drawn  frbm  the  national  treasu- 
ry. The  eminent  domain  was  in  part  obtained  by  cession  from  several 
States,  but  mostly  purchased  from  foreign  nations,  and  yet  it  could  not 
be  appropriated,  sold,  or  used  until  it  had  been  purchased  from  the  ab- 
original inhabitants  of  the  countrv.  The  cost  of  these  several  purchases, 
(not  to^amo  the  Indian  wars  resulting  from  the  settlement  ot  the  coun- 
try) and  the  costs  of  surveys,  sales  &c.,  exceed  by  many  millions  the  whole 
revenue  hitherto  derived  from  the  sale  of  lands.  We,  therefore,  conclude 
that  Congress  has  no  more  right  to  distribute  money  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  public  land  than  money  raised  in  any  other  manner. 

The  object  of  Congress  in  passing  such  laws  was  not  one  of  benevo- 
lence, to  aid  the  States  out  of  iheir  present  embarrassments;  for  the  amount 
to  each  indebted  State  is  too  insignficant  to  pay  a  ty  the  df  the  interest 
they  arc  bound  annually  to  pay;  nor  was  the  object  one  of  justice  to  the 
old  States,  for  we  have  shown  that  they  never  were  interested,  except  as 
members  of  the  confederacy  in  the  chief  part  of  the  domain,  nor  was  the 
object  to  dispose  of  an  excess  of  reVenue  on  hand,  for  it  will  be  rememr- 
bercd  that  the  treasury  was  then  in  a  bankrupt  condition  and  Congress 
was  convened  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  replenishing  it. 

The  object  of  the  law  was  two  fold:  first,  to  create  the  necessity  of  ad- 
ditional taxes  on  the  people,  so  that  incidentally  manufactories  might  re- 
ceive extraordinary  protection.  Secondly,  to  subvert  the' independence'' 
of  the  States,  and  by  bribery,  to  make  them  dependent  on  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment,  in  whom,  according  to  the  opinion  of  some  politicians,  aU  power 
should  concentrate*  Shoula  the  law  be  continued,  instead  of  being  bene- 
ficial to  the  people,  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  their  best  interest^  it  has 
already  contributed  to  create  the  necessity  of  an  additional  tariff  of  duties, 
the  deleterious  effects  of  which  are  deeply  felt  in  ih^.  country;  ii  increas- ' 
es  the  price  of  all  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  many  of 
which  are  indispensable  to  the  great  body  of  our  citizens,  whilst  by  redu* 
cing  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  it  lessens  the  price  of  our  agricultural 
products. 

The  system  of  collecting  revenue  from  the  people  by  an  indirect  tax, 
only  to  distribute  among  the  States,  is  not  authorized  by  theConstitutibti; 
is  expensive  to  the  Go\  ernment,  requiring  additional  officere  with  their 
5a/aries  and  perquisites  &c.,  whilst  the  government  is  always  liable  to  loss 
by  their  dishonesty  and  defalcations.  i       .  . 

I'he  system  is  unjust  to  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Taxation  should 
3e  in  proportion|t6  protection,  so  that  the  rich  man,  whose  immense  wealth 
J  protected  hftiie  laWs,  should  pay  for  that  protection,  and  the  poor  man, 


who  b^s.  bn^  little  t9;bQ  proCf  ot^  bj  ^w,  sbcinld  do^  be  required  to  pV/^ 
Arenter  t^xthan  a  iair  ad  valprudn  upon  his  little  propertj,  but  if  th^piiMi 
should  be  pejNDai^nUy  adopted.pf  raising^  money  by  the  indirect  tqisatfpn 
of  ^  General  Coveratnentf  for  di^tributiqn  amoi^  the  $tate3»  the  poor, 
who  must  frpm  necessity,  often  consume  asgiMph  as  their  more  wealtji^y 
neighbora^  will  be,  compelled  to  pay  t^e  sfune  tax*  Secondly,  the  tend^- 
.  cy  of  the  distriba^on  principle 'Will  be  to  ipake  the  States,  originaUr  sove- 
reign aqd  iijkdepend^iiy  dependent  on  the  General  Gpvernment  To.^- 
strujr.  tba,t  admirable  equilibrium  of  power  which  the  founders  qf  our  t^iro 
fold  sy^stem  of  government  designed  to  have  perpetuated^  to  lead  to  the 
con^oiidaiioq  otall  pfxwerin  the  Fede^ral  Government  ^nd  i^aveourKi^t^t^s 
^  tb^  FedefalkU  pri;^aa.Hy  w^^bed  to  make  tb^m,  mere  corporations,  <^- 
'pendent  on  the  General  Government;  it  was  proposed  in  the  convention 
to  have  the  salaries  of  the  liigbest  ofiicers  of  the  several  Statest  paid  by  the 
General  fipvorarqentf  the  more  effectually  to  make  them  dependent.  The 
propositio9>  was  never  iavored  by  the  people.  It  is  now  proposed  to  do 
indirec^jr  that  w^icK  could  never  have  been  done  directly;  to  go  even 
further*  icr  .'majce,  the  States  depeuden'.  by  furnishing  revenue  for  them  to 
spend  at  pW^upe.  - 

In  a  government  whose  revenues  are  supplied  directly  by  the  people^ 
economy  in  public  expenditures,  and  fidelity  in  public  officers,  are  seldom 
wanting;  the  people  watch  with  vigilance  their  functionaries,  and  punish 
with  rigor  every  dereliction  of  duty. 

But  when  their  revenues  are  obtained  by  indirect  taxation,  by  loans  or 
by  voluntary  donations,  the  people,  not  called  on  to  support  with  their 
means,  the  extravagance  of  their  officers^  are  regardless  of  their  intrigues, 
profligacy  and  dishonesty.  The  deposites  made  with  the  States  in  1836, 
contributed  largely  to  produce  the  extravagance  in  the  several  States 
which  immediately  followed.  The  funds  were  then  obtained  by  means 
scarcely  felt  by  the  people;  hence  their  representatives  were  easily  seduced 
into  schemes  of  speculation,  whose  magnificence  was  only  eclipsed  by  the 
folly  of  their  authors.  The  gilded  bait  is  again  proffered  us,  shall  we 
take  it?  we  say  no— we  touch  not  the  bribe! 

BeUeving  that  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  is  alike  destructive  ot  public  morals,  of  state  sovereign- 
ty, and  of  the  sacred  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
we  do,  without  hesitation,  reject  the  share  offered  us.  We  cannot  sanc- 
tion any  system  which  will  recognize  in  the  older  States  a  right  to  a  distri- 
butive share  of  the  lands  within  our  own.  We  claim  to  be  eaual  to  our 
older  sisters  in  the  confederacy.  But  the  moment  we  acknowledge  their 
individual  right  to  a  Ehare  of  the  lands,  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  there- 
of, within  our  limits,  we  acknowledge  their  superiority  and  our  dependen- 
cy. We  recommend  to  our  State  to  oppose,  with  unyieldine  firmness,  ev- 
e  ry  effort  that  may  be  made  to  invade  her  rights,  whether  the  effort  shall 
b  e  made  by  an  armed  force,  or  by  the  more  insidious  and  yet  more  dan- , 
g  erous  mode  of  bribery  and  corruption.  As  a  State  we  are  poor,  very 
p  oor,  and  in  debt,  but  we  are  too  honest,  too  consistent^  to  accept  a  dis- 
p  ribotive  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  land  in  other  new  States^ 
a  nd  at  the  same  time  we  deny  the  light  of  other  States  to  any  share  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  lands  within  our  own.     We  thirxk  the  true  poll 
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cy  to  be  pursued  hj  this  State  is  to  rej^t  the  distributiTe  principle,  and 
contend  at  all  times  for  a  speedy  cession  to  the  States,  of  the  lands  with- 
in their  limits;  nothing  short  of  this  should  content  the  new  States. 

Your  committee  would,  in  conclusion,  recommend  that  the  sum  of  twen* 
ty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  and  two  cents,  beine  the 
amount  granted  to  this  State  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  public  land/  lyine  within  this  State,  be  receivea  and  appropri- 
ated, in  conjunction  with  the  five  per  cent,  fund,  to  purposes  of  education. 
And  that  the  sum  of  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents,  being  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  General  Go- 
vernment as  the  distributive  share  of  this  State,  according  to  the  ratio  of 
representation  with  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  be  promptly  rejected* 
In  pursuance  of  the  views  thus  entertained  by  your  committee,  the^f 

beg  leave  to  present  the  accompanying  bill.  ' 

J.  A.  MATTBSON, 
JAMES  A.  JAMES, 
J.  H.  RALSTON. 
A.  W.  OAVARLY. 
IRA  MlNARD, 


hjuyios  }  SENATE.  (  13th  Abbw. 

*-»°»'    S  )  Ist  Session. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM  THE 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 


in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate f  calling  for  the  receipts  and 
disbursments  of  the  Treasurt/,  since  183S. 


FSBRUART  tO,  1943. 
Laid  on  the  table, and  1000  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Auditor's  OvnoB,  IluhoUi 

Springfield^  February  8, 1843. 
^othe  Hon.  the  Spbaku 

of  the  Senate, 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the 
7tb  of  February  instant,  viz: 

^'Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  Senate,  at  as  earljr  a  day  as  convenient,  information  to  the  follow- 
uig  effect:  ' 

^Ist.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  in  each  jear,  since  the  year 
1835,  designatiuff  the  amount  received  by  way  of  taxes  on  property,  the 
amount  received  for  bank  bonuses  and  dividends,  and  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  all  other  sources,  not  including  money  borrowed,  or  money 
received  from  the  General  Government 

^  ^2d.  The  amount  of  money  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  in  each  year, 
since  the  year  1835,  designating  the  payments  made  to  counties  for 
school  purposes,  and  the  payments  on  account  of  public  buildings,  and 
the  amount  of  payments  for  all  other  purposes^'' 

1  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  accbmpanyihg  statement 
I  remain  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SHIELDS,  Auditor. 
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Ituwom)                                 SENATE.  513th  Afls^ 

J^oiftJ  hg,  Sbmiw. 

■■!  I       III         ill 

UEPORT 


PUBLIC    printer; 

Stating  ike amonmt  of  printing  iont^  the  vaiue  of  saidwork^  andtheamount 
of  money  receioea  therefor^  ^  since  thecommencementqf  tkelatt  General 
Auembly. 


DECEMBER  14,  1849. 
Read  «nd  referred  to  theoommiitee  «)D  Pitblio  Acootiiits  and  Espenditorti. 


QmcB  OF  PuBuc  PBurnm, 

Springfieldj  Decmb^S^  184SL 
TotheBon^theSfEAmaa, 

of  the  Senate, 
Sin:  In  compliance  with  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  passed  Febraarjr 
S3,  1841,  ^^supplemental  u>  an  act  defining  the  datiei  of  the  Public  Prin- 
ter^ and  fixing  the  time  and  nmnner  of  performing  the  same,*'  which  re- 
quires the  Public  Printer,  within  the  first  week  of  each  session  "to  report 
to  the  Legislature  the  amount  of  work  done  by  him,  the  nature  of  said 
work,  the  amount  of  monej  received  therefor,  and  the  amount  and  qual- 
ity of  paper  used  by  him  as  Public  Printer,  sinde  the  commencement  of 
tile  preceding  session  of  the  Generni  Assembly,"  I  haye  the  honor  to  trans- 
■ik  the  ibllowiaf 

REPORT: 

The  amount  of  printing  executed  for  and  by  order  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  at  their  specialsession  of  1840,'  and  their  regular  session  of 
ld40-'41,  and  the  nature  of  said  work,  are  as  follows: 

Amount  .of  work,  printed  during  both  seysionp  ibr  the  M^^  of  the  Senate, 
consisting  of  bills,  messages,;  reports,  dK.c.  the  price  being  fixed  by  law  at 
seventy-five  cents  per  thousand  ems,  and  seventy-five  cents  per  token  for 
press  work,  (whole  amount,)     .       -   •.        -  -  -       $687  66 

Amount  of  work  printed  ^^ii'i^g  ^^^k  sessions  for  tbcf  use  of  . . 
the  House  of  Representatives,  consisting  of  mesgagesi  re- 
ports, bills,  &c.  ..  .  .         -  ...  -        .837  68 
For  printing   the  volume  of  reports  made  to  both  Houses^c 
during  the  special  session  of  lo40,  and  the  regular  session 
of  18l9L-'41,making  936  pages,  2,000  copies.     .  .       3,643  05 
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Jew  printing  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  of  the  same  sessions, 

making  476  pages,  2,000  copies,   -  -  -  -      $993  GO 

For  printing  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

of  the  same  sessions,  2,000  c#pie«,  analing  602  pages,  1,248  13 

For  printing  the  volume  of  laws  and  joint  resolutions,  passed 
at  the  same  sessions,  including  the  reports  of  the  Auditor 
and  Treasurer,  required  by  tfae'censtilution  to  be  printed 
with  the  volume  of  laws,  the  whole  making  396  pages, 
5,000  copies,         .  -  -  -  -  -      1,391   15 

For  folding,  stitpttbg,  Ac.  rejIortB,  bills,  mesia^fcs,  \&i.  for 

temporary  use  during  both  sessions,  •  -  -         240  50 

.-      .  .  ^     J7,94gi  76 

''*'*'      'I 

The  above  items  form  the  amount  of  work  usually  execu-* 
ted  at  each  session.     To  these  are  to  be  added 
For  printing  school  law  in  pamphlet  form,  distributed  with  the 
laws  at  the  last  session,  ^'    ,        -    .        -  -  -      $126  18 

The  whole  a^no^nt  of ^pnnfipg  executed  and  a€|vertiseme];vti  published 
for  and  by  order  of  the  officers  nf  State,  by  authority  of  the  first  section 
of  the  act  defining  the  duties  of  Public  Printer,  of  January  li^l,  1835,  since 
the  conunencement  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  up  to  the  first 
of  July,  1842,  is  as.ifollows: 

For  bitinks  printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and  for  all  proclamations,  reports,  imd  a^ti^Si 
advertised  by  order  of  the  Governorand  Secretary  of  State,     f  366  16 

For  blanks  printed  for  the  use  of.  the  Auditor'^  office,  and  for  . 
statements  tidverUseid  by  direction  of  the  Auditor^         .  -      ,  6D1  ?0 

For  blimks  printed  ibr  the  use  of  the  Treasurer,      -  -  41  13 

The  amoqnt  of  pc^er  used  by  me  as  l?ublic  Printer  since  the  com- 

Jiei^cement  of  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature  of  1840,  aiMl  inclu- 
i^g  Uie  succeeding  session  of  lS4(j-Ml,  is  as  follows: 

Of  Journal  p(g>erf 
For  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  special  session  1840,  and  regtkr  Btsakm 

1840^'41 ,  72  reams  and  9  quires* 
For  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  same  sessions,  90  ream^ 
and  11  quires.*  j 

For  the  volome  of  Reports  of  both  tlouses,  same  «esftions,  141  reams  and' 

6«  *  .  ' 

quires* 

-For  the  current  work  of  the  Senate, same  sessions,  19  reams  and  8  quires.! 

For  the  current  work  of  the  Hduse  of  Representalh«s,  same  sessions^! 

21  r^iams; 

OfLaapaper^ 
For  the  volume  Of  LttWi,  &c.  bf  1840-'^,  IM  reams  *ind  I  quire. 
For  the  School  Law  in  pamphlet  form,  12  reams  and  4  quires. 

The  whole  amount  of  foolscap  paper  used  for  bills,  &e.  during  the 
same  sessions,  was  nine  reams. 
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'  'Recapitulation. 
Whole  amount  of  Journal  paper  used,         -  344  reams,  16  quirqs* 

Whole  amount  of  Law  paper  tteeid,  -  163    **        5    « 

Amount  of  foolscap  used,      -,         -  -  9*** 

Leaving  on  ntj  hands,  for  the  use  of  the  work  of  the  present  session, 
398  reams  and  ^  quires  of  journal  paper,  13  reams  and  15  quires  of  kw 
paper,  and  23  reams  of  foolscap. 

The  afaiore  statements  are  klr taken  from  the  books  in  mj  6ffice,  and 
Erom  bills  and  certificates  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  and  Secreta- 
ry of  State.  In  settling  the  accounts  of  the  Public  Printer,  the  officers  of 
State  called  to  their  assistance  two  practical  printers,  Messrs.  Parns worth 
and  Roberts^  who  made  out  the  bills  \x\  conformitj  to  la>r,  and  eslittiated 
the  paper  used  bj  the  Public  Printer  during  both  sessions. 

The  thirteenth  Section  of  the  act  of  February  33,  1841,  to  which  re- ' 
fercnce  Has  been  previously  made,  provides  that  **the  joiirnabof  all  future 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  printed  upon  type  of  the  size 
called  brevier,  or  upon  smaller  type."  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  repealing  this  provision.  Th6  jourtiais  of  all  preceding 
sessions  of  the  General  Assembly  have  been  printed  on  type  ot'  the  m2e 
called  **small  pic;i.'*  To  change  this  type  for  another  would  involve  a 
very  large  expenditure  of  money,  and  wonld  render  useless  and  valueless 
the  very  large  fount  of  small  pica  heretofore  used  in  printing  the  journals. 
The  use  of  brevier  in  printing  the  journals  of  legislative  bodies  is  very 
QDuaual.  Its  size  is  so  small  as  to  render  it  very  difficult  for  the  aged  to 
read  it,  and  still  more  so  to  carry  the  eye  from  the  end  of  one  line  to  the 
beginning  of  the  next  one,  where  the  lines  are  long  as  in  works  of  the  size 
of  oar  journals.  In  printing  the  regular  journals  of  Congress,  ^small  pica" 
tjpe  has  been  always  used;  so  also  is  the  same  type  used  in  printing  the 
joomals  of  the  Legislatures  of  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  In  fact, 
it  is  believed  that  no  State  uses  type  as  small  as  brevier  in  printing  the 
joamals  of  its  Legislature.  No  doubt  the  intention  of  the  law  was  to  ef- 
fect a  saving  in  the  amount  of  paper  used,  by  condensing  the  journals 
within  a  less  number  of  pages  than  formerly.  Such  would  undoubted- 
ly be  its  effect,  to  the  number  oi  probably  one  hundred  pages  in  each 
joornal;  but  while  in  this  respect  a  saving  would  take  place,  the  cost  of 
eomposition  would  be  considerably  increased  in  both  journals  by  using 
brevier  type. 

The  same  object,  of  saving  the  paper  of  the  State,  could  be  much 
better  accomplished,  it  is  believed,  by  reducing  the  number  of  journals 
heretofore  printed.  Since  the  year  1838,  two  thousand  copies  of  each 
joarnai,  and  tiie  same  number  of  the  volume  of  documents,  have  been  prin- 
ted and  distributed  to  each  county.  If  this  number  were  reduced  to  one 
thousand  copies  of  each  work,  it  would  save  the  heavy  amount  heretofore 
cipended  in  printing,  folding,  and  stitching,  and  in  furnishing  paper  fdr 
three  thousand  volumes.  The  amount  saved  in  printing  would  be  about 
eight  bundled  dollars,  in  stitching  and  folding  about  twelve  hundred  dol* 
^9,  and  in  paper  about  fourteen  hundred  dollars*  In  all,  about  three 
ftoosand  four  hundred  dollars  would  be  saved  to  the  State  in  this  manner, 
sot  including  the  amount  that  would  be  saved  in  distributing  the  laws 
^  journals  to  the  several  counties,  by  thus  diminishine  the  number  to 
be  dutributed.    This  heavy  sum,  thus  saved,  would  go  far  towards  pay- 
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SENATE. 

\19raJkmw. 

ElEPOUT 

THE  EXECUTiVE  OFFICERS  OF  ILUNOISr 


rom 


BiAfect  ofihejfrchibitim  ^ State  Bank  and  Bank oflltinmM pofer^inp^f^ 
'ment  6/  the  ptAtic  revenue. 


DBC^MBBR  9,  1849. 
Rand,  I«U  -wi'the  dMe,  and  4000  oopiM  •idwed  to  be  prioud. 


ExBcunYB  Ornciy  Ilunoisi 

SpringfiMy  Deemher  8, 1842. 
IV  the  Ben.  ike  Oenerdl  Assembly: 

We  would  rcspectfuUj  represent  to  jonr  honorable  body,  that  on  tbe 
i5th  daj  of  August  last,  we  issued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  the  leoep^ 
tion  of  State  Bank  paper  in  payment  of  school,  college,  and  seminary 
debts  and  interest,  and  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue*  This  procla- 
mation was  issued  in  conformity  with  the  proyisionsofan  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  conceminzthe  payment  of  re  venue,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approvoA 
January  16, 1836.  This  act,  while  it  made  the  bills  of  the  State  Bank 
and  branches  receivable  for  all  public  dues,  expressly  eBjoiaed  tbe  Geeir- 
emor,  Auditor,  and  Treasurer,  whenever  they  should  apprehend  any. dan- 
ger of  loss  to  the  State,  to  prohibit  their  reception  for  such  purposa.  Jin 
n6tf  entitled  ^  An  act  concerning  the  public  revenue,''  appcoved  February 
96, 1839,  remoddled  the  revenue  system,  and  in  addition  to  <the  bills  i#f 
the  State  Bank,  made  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Sbsmieetaiwa, 
Also,  receivable  for  revenue*  This  latter' act  repealed  all  ppmous  ilantfs 
coming  in  conflict  with  its  provisions;  but  the  law  of  1836  not  comiBg.ia 
conflict,  but  being  in  harmony  with  its  provisions,  continued  onrepeaktl 
and  still  in  force;  besides,  if  a  particular  duty  is  enjoined 'upon  an  offioery 
'  be  can  only  be  released  from  the  performance  of  that  duty  by 


provision  of  law.  By  virtue,  therefore,  of  the  law  of  1836,  we  were  not 
only  invested  with  power,  but  required,  in  case  of  apparent  loss,  to  pro- 
hibit the  reception  of  State  Bank  paper  for  public  dues,  and  this  duty  we 
performed  to  the  best  of  our  a^ili^s*  All  the  beneficial  effects  of  this 
proclamation  bein^  likely  to  be  defeated  by  the  reception  of  the  bills  of 
the  Bank  of  Illinois  in  payment  of  revenue,  we  issued  another  proclama- 
tion on  the  12th  day  of  September  last,  warnmg  collectors  against  receiv- 
ing depreciated  paper  in  payment'of  taxes  for  any  more  than  its  current 
value. 

The  nineteenth  section  of  the  revenue  law  of  1839,  directs  that  ^^the 
collectors^  the  several  coun ties  8hall  receive  in  payment  for  taxes  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  or  branches,  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Illinois,  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  Auditor's  warrants*'^ 

By  this  section  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  were  made  receivable  in 
pa}  ment  for  taxes.  As  the  law  of  1836  had  no  reference  to  these  tills,  we 
did  not  think  ourselves  authorized  to  prohibit  their  reception.  But  in  the 
)»»yment  of  taxes,  which  is  a  debt  due  the  State,  as  in  the  payment  of 
any  other  debu,  although  the  notes  of  a  particular  institution  may  be 
made  receivable,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  to  be  received  for  more 
than  their  real  value.  If  the  law,  for  instance,  had  made  any  other  com- 
modity receivable  in  payment  for  taxes,  it  would  hardly  be  contended 
that  such  commodity  should  be  received  for  more  than  its  specie  value; 
and  we  can  see  no  sanctity  in  bank  paper,  to  exempt  it  from  the  operation 
of  a  principle  which  is  appHcable  in  ail  other  cases.  The  crisis,  to 
which  the  prostration  of  the  bank  reduced  the  State,  made  it  extremely 
difiicult  to  decide  upon  a  course  of  policy  that  would  preserve  the  reve- 
enue  of  1842,  and  render  it  available  for  public  purposes,  and  yet  lighten 
if  possible,  the  burdens  of  a  community  almost  destitute  of  a  currency. 

The  foregoing  were  the  measures  adopted  for  this  purpose,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  at  such  a  period  of  trial,  the  people  would  prudently  suspend 
the  payment  of  revenue,  until  the  Legislature  should  have  an  opportuni* 
ty  of  providing  some  remedy  for  the  dilliculties  which  threatened  to  over- 
whehn  the  State. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1842  the  State  Bank  suffered  its  notes  to  depre- 
date more  than  one-half  upon  their  nominal  value.  This  having  occurred 
in  the  midstof  of  a  fiscal  year,  when  the  revenue  of  1841  was  partly  col- 
lected, it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  reception  of  the  residue  of  the  tax 
of  that  year  in  the  same  currency.  Hence,  this  paper  became  the  only 
medium  of  payment  to  public  creditors.  Judges,  and  other  officers  of 
government,  were  obliged  to  take  it  at  par  for  their  salaries,  and  even 
the  interest  on  the  school  fund  could  only  be  paid  in  this  worthless  cur- 
rency. A  fraud  was  thus  unscrupulously  committed,  not  upon  the  officers 
only,  but  upob  all  who  performed  services  for  the  State,  in  the  collection 
of  revenue  or  otherwise,  and  even  upon  the  very  helplessness  of  infancy, 
by  depriving  the  children  of  our  citizens  of  the  means  of  obtaining  a  com- 
mon education.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the  State  sustained  immense  loss, 
IB  excbaaging  Auditor's  warrants,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  for  depreciated  cotes,  which  it  was  often  necessary  to 
4iqioac  of  afterwards,  at  a  discount  of  sixtjr  per  cent,  to  defrav  th^  inci- 
dental expenses  of  government.  The  constitution  expressly  prohibited  the 
Legislature  from  r^uciog  the  salaries  of  the  judges.    The  object  of  this 
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lurot^biton  wa8  to  preserve  the  iodependence  of  the  Judiciary.  The 
peokt  however,  found  qo  difficulty  in  reducuig  their  salaries  more  than 
one-half,  and  this  too,  when  its  own  officers  were  receiving  liberal  salariet 
in  gold  and  silver.  The  Legislature  bad  directed  that  ail  the  taxes,  when 
colfected,  should  be  paid  over  to  the  State  Bank,  and  the  State  relied  upoiik 
its  ability  and  good  faith  to  defray  the  expenses  of  government.  Thia 
plan  of  making  a  banking  corporation  both  the  treasury  and  paynnaster. 
q{  the  State,  was  borrowed  from  the  federal  government,  whose  revenue 
bad  been  almost  always  controlled  by  banks,  previous  to  (he  introduction 
of  the  independent  treasury.  Heretoforei  the  collection  of  revenue  rarely 
commenced  betore  the  end  of  the  current  year,  but  it  became  roanifest 
that  tax  payers  would,  this  season,  hasten  the  payment  of  the  revenue  of* 
1842,  in  order  to  pay  in  depreciated  paper,  before  the  Legislature  could 
make  any  change  in  the  system.    The  effect  of  this  would  have  been,  U> 

C^  e  the  whole  revenue  of  the  present  year  in  the  vaults  of  the  Stote 
k,  beyond  the  reach  both  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people.  A  State 
that  could  give  away  a  year's  revenue,  when  totally  destitute  of  credit  or 
means  tocarrv  on  the  governments  would  subject  itself  to  the  imputation 
of  insanity.  Besides  it  was  not  difficult  to  foresee  that  questions  of  im* 
mense  magnitude  would  claim  the  attention  of  the  present  Legislature. 

The  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  public  debt,  as  it  is  (»dculated  ta 
have  a  permanent  bearing  on  the  character  and  destiny  or  oiir  State,  will 
call  for  the  highest  exertion  of  public  wisdom.  It  may  be  considered  ex» 
pedientfo  withdraw  the  State  stock  from  the  banks,  to  appropriate  the 
whole  of  the  lands  and  pubUc  property  owned  by  ^  State  to  the  reden^^ 
tion  of  State  bonds,  and  to  establish  a  sinking  fund,  to  be  applied  some 
way,  to  the  ultimate  extinguishment  of  the  debt 

Another  question  of  deep  interest  to  the  State,  is  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  Canal.  That  magnificent  work  should  be  prosecnted  to. 
completion  if  possible.  But  how.  can  any  of  these  great  objects  be  ac* 
complished  without  revenue  t  And  how  is  revenue  ever  to  be  obtained  if 
collected  in  depreciated  paper,  and  paid  over  to  the  State  Bank?  It  can* 
not  be  said  with  propriety,  that  as  the  State  is  indebted  to  the  bank,  it  is 
bound  to  collect  the  revenue  for  and  pay  it  over  to  that  institution.  At- 
the  largest  stockholder,  the  State,  even  according  to  bank  practice,  is' 
entitled  to  a  much  larger  standing  accommodation,  than  the  whole  amount 
of  the  debt  claimed  to  be  due  from  it.  This  is  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  State  is  indebted  to  the  bank;  but  the  more  Ukely  supposition  is,  that» 
upon  a  full  and  final  settlement,  when  all  dividends  and  arrears  are  fairly 
acGOonted  for,  the  bank  will  fall  considerably  in  debt  to  the  State.  Un* 
der  such  circumstances,  to  collect  a  year's  revenue,  and  pay  itover  to  tbo 
bank,  at  a  time  when  the  State  was  in  absolute  want  of  means  to  carry, 
on  the  government,  would  be  an  act  of  crowning  folly,  unworthy  of  any 
people  fit  for  self  government.  The  consec^uence  of  this  Dolicy  would  have 
been  to  comi  pethe  present  Legislature,  as  it  is  responsible  for  the  preser* 
▼ation  of  ttie  government,  to  levy  a  new  tax  to  save  it  from  instantaneous 
dissolution.  To  prevent  any  such  necessity,  and  the  distress  that  would 
ensue  from  it,  we  issued  the  proclamations  before  alluded  to;  the  incidental 
effect  of  which  was,  as  expected,  to  suspend  the  collection  of  the  greatest 
Dart  of  the  revenue  of  1842,  and  its  consequent  payment  to  the  State 
Uanlu    It  ii  now  subject  to  the  control  c^  your  honorable  body*    Ym 
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can  either  continue  iu  collection  in  depreciated  pap^r,  tit  pMr,  cfr  itt 
specie  value,  or  require  paj^Mient  to  be  made  in  some  other  luedium.  'It 
will  te  perceired  by  reference  to  the  proper  estimates,  -that  the  taxes  ^ 
l&4lif  and  the  succeeding  year,  will  admit  of  a  reduction  of  about  wie^ 
kalf  on  (he  present  rate.  When  thus  reduced  they  can  be  *^6a8ily  colledt* 
ed  in  curient  funds  and  Auditor^s  warrajits.  This  will  create  a  '  demand 
for  warrants,  which  will  enhance  their  value  and  render  them  an  available 
resource  to^cerry  on  the  governmenti  until  a  sound  currency  obtains  ^ 
general  circulation.  (The  warrants  already  outstanding'  ^d  unredeem^ 
are  estimated  «t  $^,89^  36.  The  amount  necessary  to  defray  the  4ex- 
penses  of  the  Legislature  will  be  about  $50fiQ{).  The  amount  to  be  issued 
next  January  to  dischai^e  the  interest  on  the  -school  fund  will  be 
$96,365  00,  making  m  ail  $107,263  26,  an  amount  more  than  sufficient 
te  pay  the  reduced  revenue  of  1842.  This,  instead  of  increasing  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  will  facilitate  their  means  of  paying  taxes,  and  furnish 
tbem  a  temporary,  and  easily  procurable  medium  for  that  purpose* 
There  is  no  dagger  of  warrants  depreciating  in  value,  so  long  as  the  an- 
-uual  issue  iaUs  short  of  the  annual  revenue.  This  is  not  an  untried  scheEiid 
of  policy.  It  is  similar  in  most  respects  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  late 
Democratic  administration,  to  save  the  fedei^l  government  from  sinking 
with  the  bankrupt  banking  institutions  of  the  country.  The  present  is  a 
propitious  time  to  carry  those  principles  into  practical  operation,  "whicih 
are  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people;  to  establish  an  eco- 
nomical administration  ofgovernmenl — «n  independent  treasury^-^and  to 
introduce  a  metallic  currency.  A  specie  circulation,  without  which  *the 
people  can  never  hope  for  permanent  prosperity,  can  be  easily  obtained 
by  compelling  the  banks  to  go  into  immediate  liquidation.  According  to 
their  own  reports,  they  haVe  at  this  time  nearly  a  million  of  dollars  in 
ipe<iie  'tying  idle  in  their  vaults.  Let  this  be  paid  out  pro  tiita  upon  their 
notes^and  put  into  general  circulation,  and  its  beneficial  effects  will  'soon 
be  felt  in  the  increased  price  of  our  domestic  products.  There  is  no  dan- 
ger of  fhis  specie  being  transmitted  to  eastern  cities,  in  discharge  of  mer- 
oantile  balances.  Exchange  is  now  in  'favor  of  St.  'Louis;  and  capital 
ttmt  has  been  for  some  time  >past  accumulating  in  the  east,  is  finding 
its  way  westward,  in  quest  of  the  rich  productions  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  From  the  unrivalled  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Illinois,  all  that  its 
<»tiiens  require,  is  their  pix>portionatc  share  of  the  preciens  metals,  t>  ^n- 
t^r  into  successful  competition,  in  Weign  markets,  whh  the  most  favored 
States  of  the  Union.  It  is  folly  to  hope  for  better  times  while  the  chati- 
nets  of  trade  are  chokedup  with  depreeiated  paper.  8o  long  as  the  banks 
are  continued  in  existence,  so  long  will  tbe^prosperity  of  our  people  be  re- 
tarded. They  have  almost  suckeii  the  Kfe-blood  out  of  the  ^8l»te  already. 
Instead  of  bringing  in  foreign  capital,  and  disseminating  it  amongst  the 
people,  they  have  been  effective  engines  in  the  bands  of  foreign  specula- 
tors, to  drain  the  State  of  all  ii«  substantial  wealth.  Since  the  esiatlish- 
anentof  these  institutions,  there  has  been  ten  millions  of  money  borrowed 
ttid  expended  amongst  the  ^ititens  of  Illi<noi8;'wi^alt(Yhas^&lso  been  obtain- 
id  from  emigration,  and  the  exporViVtiion^f^omcstic  prod  ueis^  end  ly^  «lt 
tfkiskaa disappeared  as  if  by  endhHfttvnebt,  nnd  ^the  State  >ki  164^  Bn^fa 
itself  steetoed  in  poverty,  ^nd  dependmg  foraeUfrency  upon  >depre^att^ 
j^ipir.    TtM  ttine  has  arrived  to  rettiove  these  "agenlv^of  our  impove#i^ 
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nifmlt  and  watfust  thie  m^asuneOv  we  httreiakeDitofiiciUtatt  tko-^acconW 
plishm^iU  o/  thi?  object,  will  mecii  with,  your  af^probatioD  and  appi^vaU. 
The  iuK)oi»pimyiDg  dooaneotsi  wiUexplain  the  naiore of  the  rocMiures 
Ml  nUcli  we»  reiorted. 

THO$.  CARTJN,  C^vrnior^ 
3A8.  SHIELDS,  Audiion 
]MU,CAEBENTER,  Treatmer. 


EaLfmsrmi  Dar  a»tiibiiT|  I|xsBoie» 
JhigUBt  15, 1843L 
We,  the  ondersignedi,  officers  of  the'StaAe,  being  of  opinion  that  there 
will  be  danger  of  loss  bft  receiving  the  ImIIs>o(  the  State  BaVik  of  Illinois  and 
lanncbes  in  payment  of  the  reinenoe  of  the  State  and  of  the.  different 
OMinties  in  the  State  for  the  year:  IS42,  andv  in  payment  of  college,  school^ 
%nd  seminary  debts  and  interest,  do  hereby  prohibit  the  receptaoa  of  said 
bflls  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  after  the  12Ui  day  of  September  next,  untii 
gthenviiso  provided:  by  law.. 

Given. under  ourhandBihe  day  and  year  abore.  written* 

THOMAS.  GARLlNt  Otmriwri 
JAMBS  SHIELDS,  Auttbtn^ 
MILTON.  GAHPENTER,  Trmurer: 


EuGunvs  DxPAaniiarr,  Iuumoib, 
Stftember  1*2, 1812. 
In  1636  alaw  was  passed  by  our  Legislature,  making  the  notes  of  tho 
Stete  Bank  of  Illinois  receivaUe  in  poyment  of  rovenue  and  of  debts  duoi 
tfia  school  fund,  with  a  proviso  that  in.  case  of  danger  of  loss  to  the  State^ 
the  Governor,  Auditor,  and  Treasurer,  should  prohibit  their  reception  for^ 
«ioh  purposes.  This  provision  originated  in.  the  well  grounded  fears  ofi 
tiie  I^gislaturo  in  relation  to  that  institution;  and>made  it  obligatory  upoiL 
those  officers  to  interfere  and  prohibit  the  reception  of  its  paper  when- 
eyier  its  depreciation  should  be  likely  to  ucoasion  a  loss  to  the  State« 
The  Le^laiure  of  1889  re-constructed  the  revenue  system  of  the  State, 
asHl  made  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown,  also,  receivable 
lor  revenue,  leaving  the  flower  of  excluding  State  Bank  paper  untouched' 
out  unimpaired.  Whea  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  of  the  State. 
Bftoktooh  place  last  spring,  about  balf  the  revenue  for  the  year  1841  had) 
bean  paid  in  !•  colleotprs,  and  it  would  have  operated  unequally  upon  th# 
Qssidne  of  the- tax.  p&yen,  to  have  prohibited  its  reception  lor  the  balancoi 
#1  thtflax  of  that  year.  The  revenue  of  1841  was  therefore  pfid  into, 
tae  treasury  in  State  Bank  p-iper.  A  very  difierent  rtate  of  things,  how^ 
eMr  ejiistain  relation  to.  die  rev«Mie  of  1842».  No  part  of  that  revenue! 
has  yet  beea  paid  by  the  peopb;  and  every^  principle  of  policy^  nay»  ofi 
impeneas  necessify^  requires-  that:  bo  part  of  itiaboiild  be  paid  into  dw 
treasury,  or  rathcc,  into  the  bank,.which>n  the  treasury,  until,  the  aotiott^ 
ei  Hie  L49gidatnrA  upon  the  subjeet. 
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Wc  invoke  the  attention  of  every  citizen  of  this  Stato^  who  is  not  im 
terested  in  perpetuating  public  embarrassment,  to  the  following  facts: 

Under  the  operation  of  the  laws  now  in  existence,  the  whole  revenue  of 
1842,  when  collected  from  the  people,  must  be  paid  oVer  to  the  8tat^* 
Bank.  This  it  is  true  would  go  in  liquidation  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
State  to  that  institutibn ;  but  the  object  of  revenue  is  not  to  discharge  our 
debt  to  the  bank — and  besides,  it  is  verj  difficult  to  say,  whether  upon  a 
full  and  final  settlement,  the  State  is  indebted  to  the  bank  or  the  bank 
to  the  State.  Be  this  as  it  may — the  whole  revenue  of  1842,  so  soon  as 
collected,  must  be  paid  into  that  institution.  If  no  check  were  interpos- 
ed.to  the  payment  of  this  revenue,  as  it  is  payable  in  depreciated  paper, 
every  dollar  of  this  ye>ar's  tax  would  be  collected,  paid  into,  and  absorbed 
by  the  State  Bank  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.  The 
e&ct  of  this  would  be  to  deprive  the  State  not  only  of  its  present  meaiu^ 
but  even  to  anticipate  its  future  means  before  the  Legislature  could  haw 
an  opportunity  of  devising  any  plan  of  general  relief.  That  body  must* 
assemble  tn  December-*-and  whatever  may  be  the  duration  of  its  session^ 
questions  of  vital  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  the  pros** 
pects  of  the  State,  depend  upon  its  deliberations.  In  the  face  of  all  this^r 
fiill  any  man  who  has  any  regard  for  the  public  interest,  or  who  is  uot 
fearfully  blind  to  the  future,  insist  upon  the  whole  revenue  of  the  current 
year  beins  paid  into  the  bank  before  that  body  can  assemble.  If  such  a 
man  caa  be  found,  wc  entreat  him  to  reflect  upon  the  consequences  of  his 
policy,  and  the  situation  in  which  it  places  the  General  Assembly  of  Illi« 
nois — without  any  revenue  in  the  treasury — without  credit  to  borrow  mo- 
ney on  any  terms,  and  what  is  worse,  with  the  whole  revenue  of  1843 
anticipated  and  paid  over  to  the  bank.  The  revenue  of  1843  cannot  be- 
come available  or  reach  the  treasury  before  the  spring  of  1844,  and  in 
the  mean  time,  the  State  will  be  required  to  idefray  the  expenses  of  the 
Legislature— ^to  csiry  en  the  Government — to  pay  the  officers-x-the' 
judges  and  prosecuting  attortieys,  and  to  meet  all  indispensable  inddentat 
expenses  without  any  means  in  possession  or  in  prespect  to  accomplish  these 
objects.  This  is  a  true  picture  of  the  condition  to  which  this  State  is  about 
to  be  reduced  by  the  policy  of  those  who  contend  for  the  payment  of  this 
yearns  revenue  in  depreciated  paper.  But  this  is  not  the  only  evil  con« 
sequence  that  would  flow  from  this  suicidal  policy.  The  Legislature- 
would  be  compelled  by  stern  necessity,  to  let  the  government  go  down  for 
want  of  means,  or  fall  once  more  at  the  feet  of  the  bank,  and  supplicate- 
their  succor  and  protection.  Far  from  being  able  to  effect  a  dissolution > 
between  the  State  and  these  institutions,  the  banks  could  extort  whatever 
concessions  they  might  choose  to  demand  from  the  Legislature,  and  there 
would  be  no  other  altemativo  than  a  dissolution  of  govemnent,  or  a  sub-* 
mission  to  their  dictation.  In  addition  to  these  degrading  consequences,* 
another  result  of  such  policy  would  be  to  fasten  »  depreciated  currency" 
upon  thb  State  for  several  years  to  come.  So  long  as  it  is  receivable  at 
par  for  taxes,  there  will  be  some  portien  of  it  sought  for  this  object,  and  * 
this  will  cause  it  to  be  retained  in  circulation;  wli.'^reas,  when  once  exchi- 
ded  from  the  public  treasury,  it  will  soon  pass  out  of  existence.  There  it. 
bat  one  way  to  extricate  ourselves  from  Our  difficulties,  and  carry  on  the* 
government,  without  depending  upon,  the  banks;  that  is,  to  suspend  the-* 
collection  of  the  revenue  for  the  year  1842  until  the  meeting  of  the  Leg- 
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islatiire«  This  measare,  so  far  as  it  suspends  the  collection  o(  the  revenue 
fora  short  time,  cannot  surelj  be  considered  oppressive, and  from  all  the  cal» 
eolations  we  have  been  able  to  make,  it  will  be  \n  the  power  of  the  next  Le^ 
gislature  to  reduce  the  taxes  for  the  jear  1843  about  one-half  on  the  present 
assessment  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  wretched  consequences 
of  paying  now  in  depreciated  paper  can  be  avoided  without  imposing  ad- 
ditional burdens  upon  the  people.  The  reduction  of  some  salaries,  the 
curtailaient  of  expenses,  together  with  the  large  amount  of  additional 
lands  which  have  become  taxable  this  year,  will  justify  a  large  reduction 
of  taxes,  and  yet  leaves  ample  means  to  carry  on  the  government  on  a 
system  of  strict  economy;  and  until  we  get  through  the  present  crisis  it 
will  hardly  be  in  our  power  to  collect  revenue  to  pay  any  portion  of  our 
public  debt  By  acting  upon  this  policy,  the  revenue  of  lo42  will  consti- 
tute a  fund  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legislature,  and  carry  on  ihe 
government  until  the  revenue  of  1843  reaches  the  treasury.  This  wiU 
place  the  Legislature  upon  an  independent  footing,  and  enable  it  to  obtain 
a  control  over  the  banks;  whereas,  heretofore  the  banks  have  had  the  con- 
trol of  the  Legislature.  In  determining  upon  an  energetic  course  of  pol- 
icy to  save  the  State  from  degradation,  we  rely  for  support  upon  the  virtue 
and  intelligence  of  the  people.  We  will  never  believe  that  the  citizens 
of  Illinois,  for  the  paltry  consideration  of  paying  a  year's  revenue  in  de- 
I^iated  paper,  are  prepared  to  sacrifice  great  public  interests,  and  jeop- 
ardize the  stability  of  their  government.  We  learn  that  some  of  the  col- 
lectors are  determined  to  persist  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown.  This  would  defeat  the  salutary 
object  we  had  in  view  in  issuing  the  proclamation;  but  most  happily  we 
are  invested  with  lawful  authority  to  prevent  it.  The  revenue  law  of 
1839,  which  directs  that  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank  and  of  the  Bank  of 
Illinois  at  Shawneetown  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  public  revenue, 
never  intended  that  their  notes  should  be  received  in  such  case  for  more 
than  their  current  value.  This  is  the  only  safe  and  rational  construction 
that  the  law  is  susceptible  of;  and  upon  it  we  are  determined  to  act  We 
therefore  notify  all  collectors  of  the  public  revenue  throughout  the  State, 
that  in  collecting  the  revenue  for  1842  in  depreciated  paper,  they  will  re- 
ceive such  paper  at  its  specie  value  only,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law; 
and  we  take  occasion  to  notify  them  still  further,  that  each  and  every  col* 
lector,  in  accounting  to  the  State  for  the  revenue  collected  by  him  in  de- 
preciated notes  for  1842,  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  payment  of  the 
revenue  in  such  notes  according  to  their  specie  value. 

THO.  CARLIN,  Chvemor. 

JA&  SHIELDS,  Audita. 

M.  CARPENTER,  TVeoMmr. 
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Iluxob  )                             SENATE.  (  13th  Assn. 

Lbqis.    )  {  Ibt  SM8ioy, 


COMMUNICATION 

PBOMTHB 

iSEORETARY  OP  STATE  AND  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
Om  the  iubjed  qftke  revision  of  the  Iaw$» 


DECEMBER  8,  1849. 
Bead  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Springfield^  December  8, 184& 
To  the  Hon.  the  Spukee 

of  the  Senate: 

&&:  The  undersigned,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  request* 
hkg  to  be  informed  whether  thej  made  a  revision  of  the  laws  agreeablj 
to  the  law  of  the  last  session,  and  if  not,  the  causes  of  the  same,  would 
state  that  hare  not  prepared  a  digest  of  the  laws  of  this  State  as  required 
hj  a  resolution  of  the  last  Legislature,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  whoUj 
impossible,  without  neglecting  the  other  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  law^ 
to  prepare  such  a  digest  as  they  believe  was  contemplated  by  the  Legis- 
kture.  The  Secretary  of  State,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  imposed 
upon  that  officer,  was  made  a  member  by  the  last  Legislature  of  no  l^s 
than  three  distinct  boards,  to  settle  claims,  to  wit:  A  member  of  a  board 
of  auditors  to  examine  and  adjust  claims  on  account  of  public  buildings; 
a  member  of  a  board  of  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  contractors  on 
vublic  works,  and  also  a  member  of  a  board  to  investigate  the  acts  und 
doings  of  the  State  House  commissioners.  He  was  also  required,  in  con* 
junction  with  the  Treasurer,  to  superintend  the  expenditure  of  f  7,000  in 
the  further  completion  of  the  State  House. 

The  Attorney  General  has  necessarily  been  engaged  in  the  perfor* 
mance  of  his  duties  upon  the  circuit  more  than  six  months  in  the  year 
nnce  his  appointment;  and  has  also  had  an  unusual  amount  of  business  to 
attend  to  at  the  seat  of  Government,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  in  the 
Bnwecution  of  the  debtors  to  the  State,  against  whom  judgments  have 
been  obtained  within  the  last  two  yeiirs  amounting  to  more  than  f  25,000u 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  your  oledient  servants, 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL,  Secretary  of  State. 
J.  LAMBORN,  Attorney  GeneraL 


/  -:      , 


iLUHon}  SENATE,  O^th  Assn. 

S  (1st  Session. 


COMMUNICATION 


FROM    THB 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 


H  compliance  with  a  resohuion  of  the  Senate^  in  relation  to  ahgtrocti  of 
landi  entered  attheseveral  land  offices  m  this  Stale. 


DECEMBER  10,  1843. 
Reftdf  and  laid  on  the  uble. 


Auditor's  Officb,  Illinois^ 
Springfidi,  December  10,  1843. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Spraxbr 

of  the  SenatCt 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of,  the  Senate,  requesting  tho 
Auditor  to  report  to  the  Senate  up  to  what  period  of  time  he  has  receiyed 
abstracts  of  the  lands  entered  at  the  several  land  offices  in  this  State,  and 
whether  or  not  he  has  furnished  a  complete  List  of  all  lands  entered,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  several  clerks  of  the  county  commissioners'  courts,  as  now 
required  by  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  infokma- 
tion,  viz: 

Abtracts  of  lands  entered  at  the  several  land  offices  in  this  State  have 
been  received  at  this  office  up  to  1S40,  and  lists  of  all  lands  having  be- 
come taxable,  during  my  time  in  the  office  have  been  furnished  to  the 
•everal  clerks  of  the  county  commissioners's  courts;  and  it  appears  from 
the  books  that  the  same  was  done  by  my  predecessors. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
JAMES  SHIELDS,  Auditor. 


]uiwm\  SENATE,  (  laraAttWi* 

luan.   I  ^ [  1«T  Sbmion* 


'^  u  iin  ..I  JiurM 


itBPORT 


or  THB 


OOMMrtTBE  ON  CANAL  AND  CANAL  LANDS, 

(htke  aibfect  tf  iAtntXAiaKzine  Cbngress  'for  m  odliiHonal  gratit  dfioMs 
to  tomplete  the  Illinois  and  ^Michigan  CanaL 


DCCCMBGR  14,  1842. 


Mr.  Rtan,  Trom  the  committee  on  Canal  and  Canal* Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  from  the  House,  together  with  the  proposed 
amendments  offered  in  the  Senate,  upon  the  subject  of  memorializing 
Conmss  in  relation  to  an  additional  grant  of  lands,  to  aid  in  the  com- 
pletion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  have  had  the  same  nnder 
consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to 

REPORT: 

That  in  consequence  of  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  canal, 
the  total  suspension  of  the  woik,  and  the  utter  inability  of  the  State  to 
afford  anj  aid,  they  deem  it  right  and  proper  to  ask  of  Congress  further 
aid  m  carrying  on  and  completing  this  great  and  noble  improvement. 
Your  committee  would  renpectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  so  framing 
t^  memorial  as  to  place  the  requisition  upon  the  ground  of  this  canal  be- 
ing  a  national  work,  and  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  donation  from 
the  General  Government  that  the  State  was  induced  to  commence  this  gi- 
gantic undertakinfir,  under  the  belief  that  the  appropriation  of  land  was 
nfficient  to  complete  it  That  the  donation  was  based  upon  the  estimates 
of  the  United  States  engineers,  and  that  time  and  further  developments 
have  shown  that  their  estimates  covered  but  a  small  part  of  the  real  cost 
of  this  canal.  That  they  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  have 
the  donation  cover  the  cost  of  the  work,  and  that  now,  the  State  having 
become  involved  and  unable  to  progress  with  it,  Congress  are  in  honor 
bound  to  render  further  aid. 

The  committee  have  considered  the  amendment  accompanying  (.the 
resolution,  which  proposes  that  the  grant  should  be  made  from  lands  lying 
in  the  mineral  region,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  amend- 
laent  ooght  to  be  rejected.  It  is  not  the  province  of  the  Legislature,  in 
asking  for  an  additional  grant  of  land,  to  say  from  what  part  of  the  State 


it  should  be  made.  The  Legislature  cannot  with  propriety  ask  aiA  for  the 
canal  to  the  prejudice  of  other  parts  of  the  State,  and  it  appears  to  jour 
committee  that  minerals,  salines,  &c.,  belong  more  particularly  to  \hu  re* 
spective  sections  in  i^hich  they  m%f  be  found,  and  it  would  therefore 
be  more  prudent  to  leave  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  say  from  what 
section  oi  the  State,  and  in  what  manner,  the  appropriation  should  be 
made. 

The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  amendment 
which  proposes  to  ask  for  every  alternate  section  lying  along  the  Central 
Byroad  to  aid  ia  the  construction  of  that  worlu  The  olijject  sought 
to  be  obtained  by  this  amendment  is  undoubtedly  an  important  one,  and 
the  committee  can  see  no  improoriety  in  asking  Congress  to  aid  in  the 
ponstruction  of  the  Central  Railroad.  But  the  Ulinpis  and  Michi- 
gan  canal  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  national  work;  it  was  first  conw 
menced  in  consequence  of  a  grant  from  the  General  Goveinment;  it  has 
been  kept  separate  from  all  other  works,  and  it  should  still  be  left  to  rely 
upon  its  own  merits  for  support,  as  also  the  other  pubUc  works.  We  fear 
that  in  attempting  to  accomplish  so  much  we  may  defeat  the  object  in 
view;  we  would  therefore  recommend  that  in  all  memorials  for  further  aid 
in  completing  our  important  puUic  works,  they  should  be  kept  separate  and 
distinct;  and  in  conclusion,  the  committee  would  recommend  that  the  Sen- 
ate concur  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  it  came  from  the  House. 


IiuHon  1 
Lbgis. 

SENATE. 
REPORT 

i  18tSbbsion> 

OV  THX 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDiaARY, 


To  whcm  was  rrferred  the  preamble  and  resohUmu  in   reiaH&n  to  ih§ 
Nccuveo  city  charter ^  SfC. 


DECEMBER  19,  184ff. 
Read,  aiKl  laid  on  the  tabla* 


Mf.  Pbarsw,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  Nauvoo  city  charter, 
also,  an  act  entitled  ^Anact  (o  incorporate  the  Nauvoo  Agricultural 
and  Mannfacturing  Association,  in  the  county  of  Hancock,"  haye  bad 
the  same  under  consideration  and  would  respectfully 

REPORT: 

« 

That  owing  to  the  anxio^  concern  manifested  by  some  portions  of  the 
State  in  relation  to  the  matters  referred  to  them,  the  committee  have  felt 
the  importance  of  calm  reflection  and  inquiry.  Such  a  course  they  hart 
found  rendered  necessary  by  the  gross  perversion  of  truth,  the  bold  exa^ 
geration  and  unscrupulous  misrepresentation  of  facts,  recently  resorted 
to  by  the  designing  to  mislead  the  inconsiderate  and  inflame  the  zealots; 
and  although  the  committee  find  the  excitement  thus  improperlr  generar 
ted  has  somewhat  subsided,  yet  if  it  be  true,  ^'that  the  people  of  this 
Btate  have  become  highly  exasperated  at  the  unusual  and  impolitic  powers 
granted  by  the  last  Legislature  in  incorporating  die  city  of  Nauvoo,''  ae 
recited  in  this  preamble,  thev  cannot  attribute  such  a  foct  to  any  other 
cause  than  the  improper  influences  above  alluded  to;  for  upon  an  ex> 
amination  of  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Nauvoo,  it  will  readily  ap- 
i>ear  that  the  powers  and  privileges  sought  to  be  granted  by  that  act, 
however  impolitic  they  may  be,  are  so  strikingly  similar  to  the  powers 
and  privileges  embraced  in  the  charters  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  Quincy, 
and  Springfield,  that  the  committee  can  find  no  just  cause  for  the  h^hly 


exasperated  feeling  against  the  last  Legislature  for  granting  tfiis  actrrf  in- 
corporation; but  on  the  contrary,  the  committee  are  of  an  opinion  that  the 
public  mind  has  been  grossly  abused  by  falsely  colored  and  highly  ex* 
aggerated  representations  of,  powets  inUie  NauToo  charter,  while  the 
extraordinary  privileges  sought  to  be  granted  br  other  charters  above  re- 
ferred to»  have  been  entirely  passed  oVer  or  shghtly  examined.    In  sup- 
port of  this  opinion  the  committee  would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  some  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  Nauvoo  charter,  as  well 
as  similar  provisions  in  the  charters  of  Chicago,  Quincy,  and  Springfield. 
Upon  such  an  examination  the  Senate  will  find  that  by  the  thirteentii  sec- 
tion of  the  Nauvoo  charter  *^tke  city  council  ^all  have*  exclusive  power 
within  the  city,  by  ordinance,  to  license,  regulate,  and  restrain  the  keep- 
ing of  ferries,  regulate  the  police  of  the  city,  to  impose  fines,  &c;  Provi^ 
dtd^  thatnuch  oMtinaAces  .are  not  repngaantto  the  Constitution  of  tba 
United  States,  or  of  this  State,  «iid  in  fine,  to  exercise  such  other  legisla^ 
tive  powers  as  are  conferred  on  the  city  council  of  Springfield,  by  an 
act  entitled  **An  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Springfield,*'  approved  Feb- 
ruary 3, 1810.     Not  only  does  the  language  of  this  section  show  that 
the  person  who  drew  the  Nauvoo  charter  had  in  view  the  charter  of  the 
city  of  Springfield,  but  by  ^a  more  minute  examination,  a  further  concor- 
dance of  provisions  will  appear  in  the  two  charters;  nor  is  the  power  to 
enact  ordinances  conferred    upon  the  charters  of  Nauvoo  and  Spring- 
field alone,  for  similar  provisions  are  embraced  in  the  charters  of  Quincy 
and  Chicago,    it  will  also  appear  that  while  the  Nauvoo  charter  confers 
the  power  to  enact  ordinances,  imposing  taxes,  preventing  nuisances,  es- 
tablishing stinMhrds  4f  weights  and  measures,  regulating  the  weight,  quaK 
ily,  and  price  of  bread,  sold  tn  the  city,  dec,  a  nmilar  provision  is  em- 
bodied in  the  ehartcr  of  Springfield.     It  is  true  the  eommittee  find  other 
provisions  in  the  Nauvoo  charter  objectsooable,  which  they  will  not  now 
point  out,  but  they  also  fhid  in^ail  the  other  charters  eome  features  equallj 
objectionable,  and  in  conflict  with  the  constitution.    In  conclusion,  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  they  would  remark  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  the  power  to  grant  writs  of  habeas  corpus  ought  to  be 
denied  to  this  or  mnj  other  city  council,  and  should  be. repealed.    The 
jQommiltee  can  see  nothing* objectionable  in  an  act  entitled  ^^An  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Nauvoo  Agricultural  and  Manufacturing  Association^'  that 
the  people  of  Illinois  should,  in  the  language  of  the  preamble,  ^^ become 
highly  exasperated,'*  inasmuch  as  they  find  by  the  second  section,  that  the 
aole  objects  and  purposes  of  said  association  shall  be  for  the  ^promotion 
of  agriculture  and  husbandry  in  all  its  branches,  and  for  the  manufacture 
t>f  flour,  lumber,  and  such  other  useful  articles  as  are  necessary  for  the  or- 
dmary  purposes  of  life."    The  other  provisions  of  the  charter  are  harm- 
4ess,  as  appears  to.tiie  committee.    Why  then  any  class. of  men  in  Illinois 
should  have  become  highly  exa^erated  with  the  last  Legislature  fur  pas- 
sing  an  act  which  had  for  its  object  the  eaoouragement  of  agriculture,  the 
eoramiltee  are  ista  )ess4o  determine,  they  cannot,  even  after  this  state 
.ment,.  believe  our,citizeft8  ace  in  this  fxame  of  mind  as  pointed  out  by  this 
preamble,  but-  they  trust  ia  die  general  inteliigenoe  of  the  country,  and  ans 
.coiistiUnedto.belisvethat;afew  designing  men  have  sought  to  influence 
the  public  by  false  coloriag  of  this  as  well. as  the  city  oharter  of  Nau^ 
voo;  seeking  by  this  misrepresentation  to  traduce  the  last  Legislature 
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and  the  people  call^  Mormon^,  when  in  the  opippioo  of  .^he  cQnomittce, 
ttis  3ociety  of  jpeople  should  be  left  free  like  eypry  other  denpmination  of 
christians  ip  the  United  States;  that  in  their  applica^tion  to  the  liegisla- 
ture  for  charters  no  more  or  less  should  be  gvauted  tbero  than  any  other 
portion  of  our  feilow  citizens* 

The  committee  find  it  further  s^tated  in  this  preamble  "that  the  Mor- 
mons have  openly  set  at  defiance  the  laws  pf  the  State,  by  refusing  to 
surrender  Joseph  Snaith,  the  Mormon  prophet,  upon  requisition  of  the 
Governor.  Jf  spch  is  the  fact^  the  committee  have  not  been  informed  of 
it  through  any  source  entitled  to  their  confidence;  should  it  then  turnout 
as  stated  they  do  not  perceive  whj  the  last  Legislature  are  censurable  for 
the  condirct'of  any  individual  or  the  denomination  of  any  sect  of  men^ 
Vfho  may,  with  a  mistaken  view  of  their  rignts,  have  exercised  powers 
Dot  contemplated  in  their  city  charter.  As  most  of  the  acts  of  incorpo- 
ration are  capable  of  being  abused  T>y  the  corporators,  the  committee 
believe  that  the  Isfst  Legislature,  as  well  as  precedingt>nes,  committed  an 
^rersight  in  wise  logislationt  by  granting  not  only  this  Nauvoo,  but  the 
Springfield,! Chicago,  -Quincy,  and  other  charters;  seekinf  to  give  them 
more  unmukities  ;han  the  Constitution  w»uld  seem  to  contemplate,  and 
belifiving  as  the  eommittee  do,  that  no  Jemshitive  powers  can  bo  given  -to 
any  corporation  whatever,  to  attempt  to  do  so  would  in  the  opinion  ^  tbe 
eoramittee  exceed  tbe  true  powers  conferred  on  the  Legiskvlure  by  tbe 
Constitution*  It  is  a  power  which  cannot  be  delegated  ;'it  is  to4>e-used  as 
eontempiated  by  the  representatrre  alone,  and  not  by  another.  Sooh  then 
being  the  censtniction  of  the  Constitution,  much  miechief  may  flow,  and 
no  doubt  has  flown,  lo  the  public  from  the  imprudent  legielatkHi  on  this 
snfcgect;  it  is  hoped  then  that  no  more  soch  acts  of  incorporation,  as 
above  naifted,  will  be  passed,  but  that  the  features  so  objeelAonaUe  in  thcoi 
all  will  he  so  modified  or  repealed  that  no  false  lights  may  be  bolden 
out  to  the  citizon  of  powers  or  pvivilegsis  which  the  Gonstitotion  cannot 
give  hin. 

Tbe  committee  further  learn  from  this  preamble  Ant  the  aaid  Smith 
has  openly  traduced  and  viUified  koth  the  GroveroocS'Of  Illinois  and  Mis* 
soori  for  their  efibrts  to  arrest  him,  and  this> improper  act  of  libel  was  done 
^thnnmh  the  Wasp  and  Times  and  Seasons^  Kiotmon  newspaper^"  afid 
it  is  declared  in  this  same  preamble,  that  such  conduct  in  villifying  the 
Governors  ^4s  highly  reprebensble  add  a  reproach  upon  our  free  instltu- 
tions."  Ttie  cownlttee^fawre  not  been  pot  in  possession  of  the  articles  r^ 
ferred  to,  a|id  therefore  cannot  determine  the  character  of  them,  they 
must  conclude  witli  tiie  SeoaUMr  moving  this  preamble^  that  if  ij^tse  news* 
papers  have  libelled  and  traduced  these  high  dignitaries,  (slander  being  hi 
itself  and  at  all  times  indeieaslble,)  that  it  is  feprebeusiUe  and  puoifiiia- 
ble.  We  are  happy  to  kaoiw  that  the  laws  oi  ear  country  are  open 
and  ready  to  redress  the  wrongs  committed  by  the  newspaper  calum- 
niator as  well  as  the  private  slanderer.  The  committee  cannot  see 
any  way  tb'  legislate  upon  a  subject  of  this  nature  and  they  feel  nnwil- 
Kng  to  abridge  the  rights  of  editors  or  trammel  the  firee  and  priceless 
liberty  of  the  press,  being  in  their  opinion  one  or  the  main  pillars  of  a  fred 
government,  any  attempt  by  the  llegisUtore,  therefore,  or  any  party;  to 
take  away  this  right,  as  would  seemed  lo  he  asked  by  the  movers  thil 
preamble,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  tyrranical  and  par* 
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tial  in  its  operation.  The  committee  regret  therefore  the  introduction  of 
this  preamble  and  resolution  into  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  more  espe- 
ciallVi  a^rthe  Senator  seems  to  single  out  this  denomination  of  men,  when 
the  Uonstitution  desires  to  shield  all  sects  and  classes,  and  declares  ^^that 
all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  Almighty  God 
according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences;  that  no  human  author* 
ity  can  in  any  case  whatever  control  or  interfere  with  the  right  of  con- 
science, and  no  preference  shall  ever  be  given  by  law  to  any  establish- 
ed modes  of  worship."  The  committee  being  thus  impressed  with 
this  subject,  pray  to  be  discharged,  and  propose  lor  adoption  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  city  charters  of  Nauvoo,  Chicago,  Quincy,  Spring- 
field, and  all  other  city  charters  in  this  State,  require  amendment  so  as  to 
place  them  all  upon  an  equal  footing. 

Mr*  Johnson^s  Freamble  and  Resolutiom* 
Wkercatt  the  people  of  the  State  of  lilittois  have  become  highly  exas* 
perated  at  the  unusual  and  impolitic  powers  granted  by  the  last  Legisla- 
ture in  incorporating  the  city  of  Naiivoo,  also  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  to 
tncorporaie  the  Nauvoo  Agricultural  and  Manulacturing  Association  in 
the  county  Hancock,"  Under  and  by  ^virtue  of  which  the  Mormons  have 
openly  set  at  defiance  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Illinois  by  refusing  to  sur- 
render Joseph  Smith,  the  Mormon  prophet,  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
Governor  of  this  State,  by  arresting  said  Smith  from  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  this  State  authorized  to  take  him  by  legal  process,  and  discJiarg- 
ing  him  by  a  pretended  trial,  before  the  municipal  court  of  the  city  of 
Nauvoo,  constituted  by  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  said  city;  Jlnd 
whereas^  said  Smith  has  openly  traduced  and  villifie(|  both  the  Governor  of 
Missouri  and  ex<^overnec  Cariin  of  Illinois,  for  their  efforts  to  arrest  and 
bring  him  to  trial  upon  a,  charjge  of  a  heinous  and  aggravated  nature^ 
setting  at  defiance  their  authority  and  proclaiming  through  both  the 
^' Wasp"  and  ^^Times  and  Seasqns,''  two  Mormon  newspapers,  printed  in 
said  city,  that  said  Smith  never  shouki  be  given  up  in  obedience  to  the 
mandates  of  the  law;  And  whereas^  such  conduct  is  not  only  highly 
reprehensible  but  a  reproach  upon  the  free  institutions' of  the  State; 
therefore, 

Resohed,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  in  obedi- 
«ice  to  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  State,  to  repeal  both  the  charters, 
the  one  incorporating  the  city  of  iSauvoo,  and  the  other  incorporating  the 
Nanvoo  Agricultural  and  Manufacturing  Association,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock. 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  as  soon  os  practicable  repealing  both  of  the  above  named  charters. 

Mr.  Baker*s  Amendment. 

Resohedf  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  exam- 
ine whether,  in  their  opinion,,  any  of  tiie  municipal  charters  of  towns  and 
cities  in  this  State  require  altexatiouor  amendment,  and  it  they  shall  be* 
Ueye  any  such  alteration  or  amendment  necessary,  to  introduce  a  biU 
accordingly. 


lufiron  1 
Lieis.     i 

SENATE. 
MESSAGE 

:13th  Asno^ 
Marr  Htaaom. 

/ 

FROM 


THE  GOVERNOR, 

hforming  the  Senate  of  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  John  Peanon. . 


DECEMBER  20,  1849. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


EXBCDTIVB  DePARTMIRT) 

December  30,  IS4SL 
Tothe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

The  Hon.  John  Pearson  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  to  tafc» 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1843;  a  writ  of  election  will  issnein^ 
mediately  to  fill  the  vacancy,  but  the  law  as  it  now  stands  requires  a 
•longer  previous  notice  of  the  election,  and  allows  a  longer  time  for  tli» 
returns  thereof  to  be  made  than  is  necessary  for  a  special  election  during 
the  session. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

THOMAS  FORQ. 


iiiou>  SENATE.  03tb  Amm 

SIS.  (  \  In  Sbbsioh. 


">     II i.fv 


COMMUNICATIOJSI 


FROM 


THE   TREASURER, 

In  regard  to  /undt  not  deposited  in  theState  Bai^kof  VUnoU. 


DECEMBER  33,  1849. 
Read  aod  laid  oo  the  table. 


Trbasurt  OmcB,  Iixmois, 

Springfield^  DecemberfU^  1843. 
7b  the  HoTu  John  Moore, 

President  of  the  Senate^ 

Sir:  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Senate,  that  in  my  general  reporU 
tobmitted  on  the  9th  inst,  a  balance  of  $1^2,117  27  was  reported  at 
*^remaining  in  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer,  in  State  Bank  andShawneetowD 
paper.'* 

Lest  misunderstandings  may  arise  from  this  fact,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to 
the  General  Assembly,  that  pn  the  12th  day  of  September  last,  the  day  on 
which  the  proclamation  forbidding  the  reception  of  the  notes  of  those  two 
banks  in  payment  of  revenue,  &c.  for  1842  took  effect,  I  ceased  to  do- 
posite  in  the  State  Bank  as  formerly.  This  step  was  the  result  of  a  com- 
liction  that  a  separation  of  the  affairs  of  the  State  from  those  of  tli# 
bulks  would  take  place  immediately  on  the  convening  of  the  Legislature, 
and  that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  that  body  for  me  to  retain  in  the 
treasury  the  funds  received  after  the  12th  of  September,  subject  to  its 
disposal 

The  amount  above  reported,  together  with  a  considerable  sum  received 
since  that  report  was  submitted,  being  moneys  received  for  taxes  of  former 
vears,  and  collected  by  revenue  officers  before  the  12th  of  September, 
but  not  paid  into  the  treasury  until  after  that  date,  now  remains  in 
my  hands  ready  to  be  applied  as  the  Legislature  shall  direct 

To  this  subject  I  respectfully  solicit  the  early  attention  of  the  Legisfai* 
tare:  under  present  circumstances,  with  no  vault,  safe,  or  other  proper 
depository  for  the  public  money,  the  custody  of  any  amount,  however 
small,  is  a  source  of  inconvenience  and  hazard;  add  to  this  the  con- 
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itderation»  the  doubt  still  restiDe  upon  the  miDd  of  the  Treasurer  as  to 
the  course  which  shall  be  deemed  by  the  Legislature  most  expedient  to 
be  pursued,  the  propriety  of  early  action  on  the  subject,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  treasurj^ 
together  with  the  makmg  of  permanent  providon  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
ttw  public  funds  will  be  readily  seen. 

Respectfully  yours,  6cc 

M.  CARPENTER,  Treaturer. 


Iixraois>  SEffATE.  03th  AssEit. 

L»ois.    5  —      —.  (  IsT  Session. 


.  COMMUNICATIOjN 
HON.  THEOPHILUS    W.  SMITH, 


ConicUninghu  letter  of  resignation  of  the  office  of  Associate  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Cow^. 


DECI0MBGR29,  1842. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Chicago,  December  !»  1842. 
To  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois^ 

Gbntlbmbn:  In  consequence  of  the  severe  apd  greatly  protracted  illness 
under  which  I  have  suffered  since  the  iOth  of  January  last,  and  con- 
sidering my  present  comparatively  feeble  physical  condition,  which  pre- 
cludes my  personal  attendence  at  the  seat  of  government  at  this  time,  I 
have  come  to  the  determination  of  resigning  the  office  of  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  but  more  especially 
am  I  induced  so  to  do,  although  I  have  every  reasonable  prospect  of  being 
eventually  restored  to  a  moderate  condition  of  good  health,  because  I  am 
conscious  that  the  continued  responsible  and  arduous  duties  required  of 
me  in  the  circuit  and  in  the  Supreme  Court,  would  in  all  probability  pro- 
duce a  recurrence  of  the  disease  with  which  I  have  been  so  long  afflicted, 
which  all  my  physicians  agree  had  its  origin  in  the  continued  severe 
mental  labour  which  was  required  of  me,  in  the  prompt  and  efficient  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  station  which,  by  the  confidence  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  through  your  body,  I  have  held  for  a  period  of  more  than  seven- 
teen years. 

The  recent  efforts  made  by  me  in  holding  the  circuit  courts  of  Cook, 
Lake, and  Du  Dage,  abundantly  confirm  the  accuMcy  of  my  apprehensions, 
as  all  who  witnessed  my  condition  during  those  terms,  which  have  so  re- 
cently terminated,  could  testify. 

It  is  true  I  have  lately  received  and  continue  to  receive,  since  my  deter- 
mination to  retire  has  been  avowed,  from  all  quarters  of  the  circuit,  and 
especially  from  the  members  of  the  bar,  the  most  pressing  solicitations  to 
continue  in  the  station,  with  the  expectation  that  my  returning  health 
woujd  enable  me  to  perform  my  duties  satisfactorily,  but  from  the  detri- 
ment I  am  conscious  the  public  interest  has  already  suffered  by  reason 
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of  my  inability  to  hold  the  courts  or  my  circuit,  at  the  spring  and  summer 
terms  of  thisyear»  embracing  a  period  of  nearly  eight  months,  1  should 
be  exceedingly  unwillmg  to  again  subject  the  public  to  the  possibility  of  a 
similar  inconvenience,  and  expose  myself  to  a  recurrence  of  a  disease  so 
readily  induced  by  continued  mental  application,  and  to  which  it  appears 
I  am  subject.  Besides  I  could  not  consent  to  be  the  recipient  of  a  salary 
of  an  office  the  duties  of  which  I  did  not  fkithfully  and  promptly  discharge. 

You  will  consequently  consider  this  as  my  resignation  ef  the  office  of 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  IlJinpis,  to  take 
effect  and  be  aksoluM  fcoM  and  afler  the  t^enty-aixthday  of' tfie  present 
month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizeo* 

THEOPHILUS  W.  SMITHS     1 


Imjhois  )                             SENATE.  (  l^ra  Assbm- 

j"*^"-    S  IsT  Session. 


MESSAGE 


PROM 


THE  GOVERNOR, 


DransmiUing  the  severiih  Annual  Report  of  the  Commiitioners  of  the  lUinoii 

and  Michigan  CanaL 


DEC  EMBER  31,  1849. 
Laid  on  th«  table,  and  500  copflea  ordered  to  be  printed* 


ExBcurrTc  Drpartmbut, 

Springfield^  December  30, 1843. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Spbaksr 

of  the  Senate: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the  seventh 
mnnaal  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal^ 
and  the  accompanying  documents* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  FORD. 

[NoTB. — ^For  this  report,  and  the  documents  accompanying  it,  see  the 
▼olume  of  Reports  for  the  House  of  Uepresentatives.] 


^o"!      ^~                          SENATE.  P  JiarHAasBii. 

Litan.    S  I    (IsT  SbssiohV 


REPORT 

/ 

or  TBM 


COMMITTEE  ONTHE  JUDICIARY, 

To  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  revision  qf  the  laws* 


JANUARY  2,  1843. 
Readt  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Ibu  RAUPTOKt  firom  the  committee  on  the  Judicitty,  to  whom  was  ri- 
fured  a  resolution  haying  for  its  object  the  election  fay  the  General  As- 
sifldbly  of  three  persems  to  reyise  the  laws,  haying  had  the  same  under 
coDsideration,  reported  it  back  to  the  Senate,  and  recommended  that  thv 
farther  consideration  thereof  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  impracticable  to  cause  fhe 
laws  of  the  State  io  be  skilfully  revised  during  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Assembly.  They  are  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  to  the  pub- 
lic of  a  systematic  and  correct  reyision  of  all  our  laws  of  a  general  na- 
ture, and  regret  that  time  will  not  admit  of  the  performance  of  a  duty  so 
complex  and  yet  so  important  to  the  public,  in  so'  short  a  time.  It  is  now 
about  ten  years  since  our  laws  were  last  reyised  by  authority  ot  law,  and 
the  reyision  then  made  is  very  imperfect.  Most  of  our  laws  seem  to  haye 
been  carelessly  penned,  and  not  unfrequently  the  same  act  of  the  Legisla* 
tore  refer  to  subjects  dissimilar  in  their  nature,  hence  their  reyision  will 
require  j^eat  labor.  Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  a  mere  re- 
Tirion  of  the  laws,  as  they  now  exist,  would  not  be  a  satisfactory  accom- 
plbhment  of  the  objects  and  wishes  of  the  public  on  this  subject. 

The  practice  of  codifying  the  statute  laws  so  as  to  reduce  the  same  to 
asimple,  well  digested  system,  has  been  pursued  with  great  success  in 
many  of  the  States,  and  some  of  your  committee  would  most  earnestly  re- 
commend that  plan  as  the  one  in  their  opinion  best  calculated  to  advance 
the  public  interest.  Should  this  plan  be  adopted,  it  will  be  the  work  of 
time,  of  labor,  and  of  intense  application,  and  should  be  performed  by  a 

Cnon  or  persons  well  skilled  in  the  laws.  The  only  objection  that  has 
en  seriously  urged  against  the  plan  grows  out  of  the  present  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  State;  your  committee  are  however  of  opinion 
that  no  subject  of  legislation  could  be  presented  which  so  immediately 
affects  the  whole  people  of  the  State. 
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Our  laws  should  be  so  formed  and  published  that  the  whole  peopleof  die 
State  maV)  with  the  least  possible  incoDveDience  to  the  citizens,  understand 
them.  It  is  useless  to  enact  laws  unless  the  laws  be  so  penned  that  the 
public  may  understand  them,  that  the  peonle  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
pay  penalties  and  perform  duties  under  the  law  without  having  the  means 
of  knowing  what  duty  is  enjoined,  what  acts  restrained  or  prohibited. 

A  good  system  of  laws  is  no  more  important  to  a  free  and  intelligent 
people  than  that  the  system  should  4m  read,  understood,  and  appreciated  bj 
the  people,  by  whom,  through  their  representatives,  the  same  may  from 
time  to  time  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed.  We  are  therefore  of  opin- 
ion that  a  snail  aprmtil  of  man«f  could:  not  bd  aM>r*prfated  to  an  object 
of  greater  utility  or  advantage  to  the  whole  people  of  the  State  than  tlie 
one  above  suggested. 

Our  object  is  to  make  it  the  pleasure,  as  it  now  ia  the  int  ^rest  and  di^y, 
of  every  citizen  to  understand  those  rules  by  which  his  rights  are  secured^ 
his  wronffs  redressed,  and  his  civil  liberty  perpetuated;  and  we  are  of 
opinion  that  this  desirable  object  may  to  a  great  degree  be  attained,  witb 
a  trifling  expenditure.  Youc  committee  uierefore  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved^  That  the  committer  oa  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  tlian  one  person  well 
skilled  in  the  laws,  to  prepare  a  code  of  laws  to  be  adopted  in  this  State^ 
tiM  Um  w^peof  sbait  be  the  sleuite  lawt  ia  force  to  uie  StatUt  ibe  com- 
mon law  of  Eoglandu  and  suck  modifications  and  impttorements  tnwAm 
Ibdreoui  in  other  SlAtea  o£  thia  Unioii,  as mafr  be  adafilBd  la  Mr  conditiMr 
Mid  eigeumsleafrea. 


iLUlfOIs) 


SENATE. 

ISthAmbm. 

1st  SbSSION/i 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON    ELECTIONS, 

On  the  case  of  Mr.  Fithianf  Senator  from  Vermilion  county. 


JANUARY  4,  1843. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Pakrish,  from  the  committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Vermilion  county,  with 
various  accompanying  documents,  have  had  the  same  under  their 
serious  consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

Your  committee  believe  that  when  there  is  any  contest  arising  between 
any  two  candidates  for  the  same  office,  that  the  parties  should  have  a 
right  to  be  heard  before  the  Senate;  but  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  now 
before  the  committee,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners  to  contest  the  right  of  the  seat  of  the  Senator 
irom  Vermilion,  but  the  prayer  asks  the  Senate  to  go  back  behind  the 
ballet  box  and  inquire  into  tne  acts  and  doings  of  individuals  in  their  elec- 
tioDeering  canvass,  which  your  committee  are  unanimously  of  the 
opinion  they  have  no  right  to  do.  Your  committee  would,  therefore, 
report  the  same  back  to  the  Senate  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petition. 


Ii«Hoi8>                             SENATE.  \  13ra  Aflttk^ 

Laois.   \  }  IsT  Smmow. 

REPORT 

ON   THE 

COMMITTEE  ON   K  ET  RE  NC  H  M  EN  T, 


To  whom  voas  rrferred  a  retoltUion  direcHng  tJUm  to  en^Jtirt  as  to  the 
Anistant  Sergeant'Oi^rms. 


JANUARV  6,  I84a 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Baker,  from  the  committee  on  Retrenchment,  made  the  following 

REPORT; 

The  committee  on  Retrtnehment,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  di- 
recting them  to  enquire  as  to  the  Assistant  8ergeant-at-Arms,  &e«  report 
the  following  as  the  facts: 

First,  the  name  of  John  Kavanaugh  has  been  presented  to  the  Auditor 
in  the  ioUowing  diainer.  The  Auditor  madt  oni  .the  list  of  Ihe  Senate 
oncers  before  the  appropriation  bill  passed,  and  by  mistake  put  the  name 
of  Kavanaugh  then^n;  the  list  was  giv^n  to  the  SergosDt-at-Arms  who 
procured  Kavanaugh's  signature  to  the  receipt  for  a  warrant  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  received  the  same*  After  the  law  passed,  the  Auditor 
perceived  the  mistake  and  called  on  Kavanaugh  for  the  same;  according 
to  his  statement  Kavanaugh  gave  up  the  wajrant,  stating;  that  thaSergeani- 
at-Arms  had  given  him  twenty  dollars,  andafter  tha  introduction  of  the 
resolution  of  enquiry  by  the  Senate,  gave  him  the  remainder.  It  is  due  to 
Kavanaugh  to  say  that  be  denies  mskking-aay  such  statement  and  denies 
that  any  such  fact  existed*  Nye  also  states  to  the  committee  that  be  re- 
ceived the  warrant  and  kept  the  same,  butstated  at  the  time  to  Kavanaugh 
that  he  could  have  warrants  whenever  he  wanted  them.  The  committee^ 
farther  report  that  Mr.  Nye  has  engaged  Mr.  Kavanaugh  at  a  ^lary  of 
twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  he  states  the  contract  to  have  been  that 
Kavanaugh  was  to  have  more  if  the  Senate  would  allow  it,  they  further 
state  that  the  Senate,  by  resolutioUf  refused  to  employ  an  Assistant  Ser- 
geant-at- Arms.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  subndtted. 


Whbrbas,  it  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
State  for  a  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  in  the  face  of  a  resolution 
but  lately  passed  by  the  Senate,  deq)aring  against  having  such  officer,  to 
usurp  the  authority  to  appoint  an  ^assi^tant;  And  tvhereas^  the  said  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms,  Iram  Nye,  did  appoint  one  John  Kavanaugh  his  assistant 
contrary  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and  reported  the  name  of  the  said 
Kavanaugh  to  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  as  an  officer  of  the  Senate, 
and  drew  for  himself  one  hundred  dollars,  and  for  the  said  Kavanaugh  one 
hundred  dollars;  ^nd  whereas^  the  said  Sergeant-at-Arms  promised  to  pay 
said  Kavanaugh  twenty  dollars  per  month,  if  he  had  to  pay  him  out  of  Jiis 
own  funds,  andthirty  dollars  permonth  if  the  State  agreed  to  pay  him; 
And  whereas^  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  after  drawing  the  one  hundred  dollars 
for  the  said  Kavanaugh*  paid  said  Kavanaugh  twenty  dollars  only  of  the 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  reserved  the  eighty  doHars  in  his  own  hands  for 
himself;  and  after  a  resotatlenof  enquiry  was  introduced;  said  Iram  Nye 
did  seek  said  Kavanaugh  and  hand  over  to  him  the  remaining  eighty; 
And  whereas^  such  a  course  of  conduct,  to  say  the  least,  is  very  culpable,  if 
not  derogatory  to  the  high  trust  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Senate; 
therefore, 

Resolved  hy  the  Senate^  That  the  said  Iram  Nye  will  no  longer  be  re- 
cognized as  an  officer  of  this   body. 

The  above  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  with  instructions  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  that  said 
committee  embody  the  evidence  so  taken  and  report  the  same  to  die 
Senate* 


TESTIMONY 

EEPORTED  BT 

THE  SELECT    COMMITTEE, 

h^  ^C(ue  cf  Iram  Nye^  SergearU-^d-Armf. 

AuIMTOR'S   OfFICB,  ICLIlfOIS, 

Springjldd^  January  18,  I84S» 
Joihe Htnu'BuAiron  Pabbi0H, 

Chairman  of  select  tcmmiitee: 

Snt:  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  following  statement,  iti  relation 
to  the  case  of  Iram  Nye,  which  I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  read 
the  Senate* 

Before  the  appropriation  bill  had  passed  the  House,  1  got  a  clerk  to 
procure  the  names  of  all  the  members,  clerks,  officers,  &c.,  and  make  a 
list  of  tbem,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  issue  warrants  the  moment  the  bill 
rtiould  pass,  as  I  understood  the  members  wijhed  to  receive  their  warrants 
in  small  amounts  for  the  purpose  of  convenience.  1  made  columns  for 
each  man  to  designate  the  kind  of  warrants  be  would  wish  to  obtain^ 
whether  tens,  twenty s,  or  whatever  else  he  might  choose;  in  this  I  thought 
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i  <#as  eodeavbHug  to  ^cconmiodette  the  persons  d^ttfng  warrants.  My 
ckrkfni  the  naxm  of  Johfa  KaVAnaogh  on  thh  R^,  T^gar(}lag  hitn  as  An 
Aisbtkni  Door-keeper  in  tlic  Sfetaate/  Hiis  list  IhandeS  to  IJfr.  Nye,  the 
Stfrg^nt-at*'Ann9,  anld  requested  'hithi  to  get  the  slgn^tdr^/of  ihe  mem- 
bers and  officers;  and  to  ^etlh^mstkf'o'tb  de8l|;nat6  the  denomination  6t 
warrants  they  wanted.  'He  dldso  and  brought  mebtitk  the  Kst;  Kara- 
naogh^s  name  was  signed  and  the  kind  of  wait^ats  he  wanted  designated; 
uten  thti  list  came  iack  I  made  out  warrants  for  thiem  all,  Karnaugh  in- 
cluded. i*he  bill  tb^ng^  parsed  had  not  reap^ed  nie,  bat  members  were 
CQoUng  in  evciry  moment  tor  their  warrants.  Mr.  Nye  came  in  and  got 
his  own  warrants,  and  al$o'one  hundred  dollafs  ior  Kilranuvgh;  which  he 
carried  up  to  him.  I  sdon  after  got'  the  bflt»  and  aho  leamecf  at  the  sanie 
time  that  Kav^naugh*  was  not  recognized  as  ah  assistant  by  the  Senate, 
and  was  only  employed  by  Mr.  Nve,  at  hfs  own*  expense.  Upon  learn- 
ing this  1  sent  for  Kavanaugli,  and  he  gave  me  up  tb^  money.  I  under- 
stood him  to  sav  at  the  tim^.that  he  bad  the  hundred  doHars  now«  as  Mr» 
Nye  bad  just  giyen  him  eighty  more,  and  that  he  had  ^i^isn  him  twenty 
dollars  betbre.  This ,  however,  from  what  I  have  heard  in  debate,  he  denies 
having  meant.  Perhaps  I  may  have  misunderstood  him;  but  I  think  I  jdSd 
not.  1  regret  to  be  required  to  occupy  so  much  time  about  a  matter  of 
such  trifling  import;  it  merely  amounts  to  ihi$:  I  had  all  the  door-keep- 
en  and  assistants  put  on  the  list  without  any  suggestion  from  Mr.  Nye, 
believing  they  were  included  in  the  Senate  appropriation  bHI;  I  after- 
wards found  Uie  Senate  had  reAised  to  en^ploy  an  Assistant  Doo^keep6rt 
and  that  the  one  employed  was  to  be  paid  bv  the  Sergeanl^at-Arms,  and 
tl^n  I  got  back  the  money.  The  resolution  offered  hi  th6  Senate  made  ttte 
get  the  Council  of  Revision  together  to  approve  of  the  bHI  sooner  than 
might  otherwise  bt  done,  as  the  Governor  was  side. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b6,  sir, 

very  respectftklly,  your  obefdledt  servant. 
JAMES  SHIELDS,  jJttdi/ir. 

The  foregoing  statement  lubsctibed  and  sworn  to  before  the  coilimittM. 

Mr.  Shields,  in  answer  to  our  fnqtHry  ^how  Kavanaurii'is  nam^  cauiB  to 
be  signed  tonie  list  as  receiver,  answered,  that  he  did  not 'know  who 
signed  Kavanaugh's  name  to-tbe  receijpt. 


ProcutKngs  hefwt  the  sOeet  tmmiittfe^  Btt  the  ewtmitmiim^^f  ihk  charges 
agttinst  Itam  Nge,  the'Sefgemi-at^rms  of  41m  4knulu 

JAt:  Shields  swom-^Presentdd  a  written  s«at«menti  wMoh  ia  borawtth 
tobmitted. 

Mr.  Oarpentor  swomn-^Si^s  thai  Mr.  Nya  ca^M  pn.Wm  and  got  him 
locouAtenngB  the  warrants  for  himself;  subsequ^n^y  Mr.  Ny^  called, on 
him  with  01^  hundred  dollars  in  warrants  to  cov^rakn;  w^rnmisjor. » 
Baa  by  the  name  of  Kavanaugb;  witufta  asked  Mr.  Nye  w|)o  tjiis  Kav- 
aawh  vw«  Mn  Nye  jeplied  that  he  w^lh#  ,M«ta^t  S^^gefMU-at^^i^s 


of  the  ftenate^orlus  asaistaot^  this  is  \h»  idei^  cony^^d  to  witness*  miiMt 
The  amount  of  warrants  so  countersigned  for  Kayanaujgb  was  $100. 

Mr.  Kaya^augb  sworn — Says  timt  Mr.  Nye  brought  the  list  to  Mr. 
Kavanaughy  aind  requested  him  to  put  his  name  to  it*  and  he^  could  get  bii 
warrants;  witness  ^aidhe  did  not  then  want  his  warrants,  aslie  would  pre- 
fer to  have  th^m  all  tog/ether,  IVIr.  Nye  replied  that  he  had  ))e^ter  get  them 
then  as  they  would  be  drawing  interest;  after  w(iicE  Mr.  Nye  told  witness 
if  be  wanted  warranty  be  had  a  plex^ty  ,and  he  oould  get  them  at  any  time* 
After  the  resolution  of  enquiry  had  been  introduced  into  the  Senate,  Mr. 
Nye  gave  witness  the  ^100  in  warrants  and  desired  him  to  take  them  to 
Mr.  IShields^  witness  did  so  and  Mr.  Shields  told  him  to  keep  them,  this 
was  on  Saturday  night,  q^  Monday  rport^ing  Mr.  (Jye  told  witness  that 
Mr.  ShieJd^  wiilicd  to  see  hUn,  witness  went  to  Mr.  Shields  and  gave  him 
IflOO  in  warrants.  Witness  says,  that  Mi:.  Nye  agreed  to  give  him  $20 
per  month,  but  would  get  for  biro  all  the  Senate  would  allow.  ,  Witness 
did  not  know  that  he  h;id  drawn  any  iponey,  until  Nye  gave  uj)  to  hioi  the 
$*100  dollars  in  warrants  to  give  to  Mr.  Sluelds^  '  ^ 

Mr.  S-  Jp  laukiewiez  being  sworn — Says  that  Mr.  Nye  broucht  the 
receipt  of  Kavanaogh  to  witness  in  the  Auditof^s  oi5ce,twho  was  clerk  in 
said  ofHce,  and  requested  witness  to  make  out  the  warrants  for  Kav;anaugh 
m  $25  or  $20  vvarraius,  witness  did  so  and  delivered  them  to  iVfr.  Nye, 
who  took  them  away  with  him.  The  warrants  have  since  been'rfturned 
into  the  officq  and  cancelled^  and  are  now  on  file  in  the  Auditor's  ofSce. 
Witness  says  that  the  names  of  .all  the  members  and  officer^  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  w.erc  x>n  the  list  when  it  came  into  the  office.  Witness 
says  that  Mn  Nye  did  not  req^uest  him  to  put  Eavatnaugh's  name  to  the 
list,  nor  did  witliess  put  it  there.  ,  ' 

Mr.  Grain  being  sworn— -Says  that  after  &ome  talk  of  the  suoject  had 
occurred  relative  to  Mr.,  Ny^  and  Kavaoaugb,  in  reference  to  the  money 
drawa  .by  .Kayapaugti^  be  was  in  the  ^nate  Chamber  after  an  adjourn- 
ment, vvdtness  asked*  K^vanapgh  how  his  name  came  on  the  pay  roll,  wit- 
ness does  not  recollect  whether  Kavanaugh  told  him  that  he  or  Nye  sign- 
ed his  narpe  to  the  pay  rplL  The  name  of  Kavanaugh  had  been  signed 
to  it  before  this  time,  he  heard  Kavanaugh  say  at  that  time  or  the  next 
day,tbat  Nyo  had  paidhim9!3(>,in  warraat^ 

.  ,Mr.  Nuniictlly^^elpg  swom — ^Saysthaibe  had  heard  Kavanaugh  say 
that  he  had  received  $20  in  warrants  of  Nyo,  and  that  be  could  ^et  any 
amount  he  wanted  of  Nye  when  he  should  call  for  it  Witness  understood 
Kavanaugh  as  meaning  any  suuLUQt  exceeding  the  $100  in  warrants, 
then  the  subject  of  conversation.  This  conversation  occurred  after  the  en- 
quiry had  been  made  in  the  Senate  touching  this  subject. 

Mr.  Fffe4ericiQ  Doyle  being  sw.om — bays  that  the  Auditor  requested 
him  to  maketaut  a^listofi  alt  tl^  iDembef?  and  o^qers  pf  bp^i  branches  of. 
the  Gteneiial  A8SiaiaUy«  and  belif^g  Kavanaugh  to  be  an  officer  of  the 
Senate,  b^  ent49ed.  his  name  pn.  thf  4>ay  roll  without  the  ^olicitatipn  of 
either  Nye  or  Kavanaugh. 

We,  the  tindersigned,  beg  leaVe  te'^iKte'id  your  Mtnnridte^^  that  subse- 
quent to  the  adoption  of  a  re^olirtioft  hy  the  i^snatcf,  detkring  that  tbdy 
would  not  elect  during  th^  present  session  of  tiie  General  AssemMy,  an 
Assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Sehate,  we  advised  ^  Sergoaatiat- 
Arms,  Mr.  Nye,  to  employ  some  sruitable  person  to  assist  bin  in  tbe  lbs- 
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charge  oT  the  duti^  of  said  office,  as  we  believed  he  jooulA  not  dischar^ 
sacfa  duties  without  such  assistance,  and  al«o  that  we  believed  the  Senate 
would  vote  an  appropriation  to  pai^  such  assistant  a  reasonable  compensi- 
sation  for  his  services. 

'  '      ■  J.  C.  DAVIS. 

J,H.RALStO«f. 
M.  RYAN. 
'  IRA  MINARD. 

J.  VANDEVENTER. 

I  either  advised  Mn  Ny^  to  empioy  KaVjafieugh*  os  aoqqiesced  in  itf 
i|jf|er  leamiag  bis  services  could  be  obtained  at  $90  per  a^ooth* 

,A*  W.  OAVAKLY. 

Pfc  was  my  understanding  that  the  Sergeant^a^Arms  was  to  empl<y;f  an 
aasistant  if  fbond  necessiLry. 

R.  B.  SLOCUMB. 

J.  Pearsori,^ former  Senator,  believed, when  he  vofed  for  him  as 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  diatthe  Senate  woald  require  an  assistant  and  paj 
him  accordingly.       ' 

-Mr.  Nye^s  Siatementf 

-The  following  U  d  statement  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  warrants 
drawn  by  ine  for  John  Kavanaugh,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion, to- wit: 

The  list. containing  the  names  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  the  Le- 
gislature, togettier  with  their  respective  officers,  was  handed  to  me  by  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  requesting  me  to  get  the  persons  therein  nam- 
ed to  designate  the  denomination  of  warrants  they  then  wanted,  and  to  ob- 
tain their  signatures  to  the  list.  I  accordingly  did  so,  and  found  the  name 
of  Kavanaurii  on  said  list  handed  me. 

The  only  impression  I  had  on  the  subject  was  that  the  Senate  had  con- 
cluded to  allow  him  $100  for  his  services;  said  impression  was  obtained  upon 
d^  following  reasons:  Ist,  I  had  the  advice  of  several  honorable  sena- 
tors to  employ  a  man  at  a  reasonable  compensation  to  assist  me  in  mv  du- 
ties, and  they  stated  that  they  had  no  doubt  but  the  Legislature  would  be 
willing  to  make  such  reasonable  compensation;  they  further  stated  that 
I  could  not  perform  all  the  duties  of  my  office  without  assistance.  1  saw 
Mr.  Kavanaugh  and  made  such  an  agreement  with  him  as  he  states  in  his 
testimony  in  this  case.  I  then  informed  several  honorable  Senators  of 
such  agreement,  and  they  approved  of  my  course.  3d,  when  the  bill  was 
before  the  Senate  I  asked  Col.  Davidson  if  that  included  me,  and  I 
thought  his  reply  was,  that  it  embraced  the  door-keepers  of  both  Houses, 
smd  their  assistants.  I  have  since  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject,  and 
he  informs  me  that  his  repiv  was,  that  it  embraced  the  door-keepers  of  both 
Houses;  in  that  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  correct,  but  from  the  conversation 
had  with  him,  or  from  hearing  th^  bill  read,  and  his  (Kavanaugh's)  name 
being  on  the  roll,  that  it  was  intended  by  the  Legislature  that  he  should 
draw  the  $100.  I  never  requested  any  nerson  to  put  his  name  on  the 
list;  in  drawing  the  warrants  for  him  I  had  no  other  thought  but  that  he 
was  to  get  all  of  the  hundred  dollars.    I  intended  when  he  signed  the  list 
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to  give  hioi  to.  understand  that  he  wa$  to  get  the  w|ioIe  azoou^tiaad  that 
1  WOUI4  draw  them  for  him.  When  I  '4rew  them  and  had  them  counter- 
signed, I  met  Mr.  Kavanaugh  between  the  head  of  U^  stairs  and  the 
door  of  the  Senate  Chamber.  I  recollect  I  had  turned  towards  the  com* 
mitteev<KHQ,^when  the  following  conversation  took  place:  1  had  the  warrants 
in  my  hand,  I  said  to  Kavanaugh,  **1  have  some  warrants  for  you,''  and 
he  replied  <to  ^m  effeot,  ^^that  he  did  not  want  them  at  this  time;*'  these 
may  no^be  the  precise  words,  but  to  the  same  import  I  then  observed, 
**very  well,'*  whenever  you  want  them  call  for  them,  and  went  into  the  com- 
HRltee  iroom  ^nd  p^i  th^  away,  ^d  there  they  lay  Until  the  iresohnion  was 
introduced  in  the  Senate,  and  after  the  Seaarte  adjontn^  I  weht-to  |C^k^" 
naugh  and  told  him  that  there  was  about  to  be  some  trouble  about  the  war- 
rants, ^t  some  f  uppoied  that  he  bad  ao  agbt  to  4raw  tfaem^  and  iixat  he 
Jhad  better  take  them  and  dve  them  to  Mr.  Sldeldifhe  then  g^  \ktm  ottm 
at  the  ccmmittee'  ropm  and  retired.  I  never  did  at  any  time  give  him  any 
amount  of  warrants  until  this  time  just  referred  to  above,  when  I  give 
him  the  whole  amount*  I  never  entertained  any  other  idea  but  that  he 
was  entitled  to  the  amount  and  that  he  would  call  for  them,  when  I  de- 
signed to  hand  them  to  him  as  his  own» 

IRAM  NYE. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  the  committee,  this  21st  day  of  January, 

BRAXTON  VASKim. 


Iluhod)                              senate.  as™  Ambm. 

L»o»>    (  (UtSsssion. 


REPORT 
COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE, 

In  r$gard  to  an  error  in  the  rtports  of  the  last  sesHonofthe  Senate* 


JANUARY  10,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  JambS)  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  a  res- 
olution instructing  them  to  examine  the  printed  reports  of  the  last 
session  of  the  Senate,  and  report  whether  the  same  was  correctly 
printed,  having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  devoted  some  attention  to  the  subject,  and  the  leading 
error  found  in  the  report  bj  our  committee^  is  on  page  331;  it  there  ap- 
pears in  the  printed  reports  that  Mr.  Stapp,  from  the  committee  on 
rublic  Accounts  and  Expenditures,  made  a  detailed  report  in  relation  to 
the  State  House  and  the  conduct  of  the  State  House  Commissioners. 

Your  committee  have  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  said  report  so  pur- 
porting to  have  been  submitted  by  Mr.  Stapp,  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Ralston,  and  not  by  Mr.  Stapp.  Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Stapp  did  not,  at  the 
time  said  report  was  submitted,  entirely  concur  in  all  the  arguments,  views 
and  recommendations  in  the  said  report  contained,  it  is  alike  unjust  to  him 
and  to  Mr.  Ralston  to  let  the  error  pass  without  correction. 

Your  committee  have  not  seen  tlie  original  report,  nor  can  they  ascer- 
tain who  committed  the  error  aforesaid,  but  they  suppose  it  was  an  accir^ 
dental  error  committed  either  by  the  former  Secretary  of  ^e  Senate  or 
bjr  the  Public  Printer. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  report,  if  the  Senate  shaU  con- 
cur  in  it,  will  be  sufficient  to  correct  to  some  extent  the  error  aforesaid. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


lunon)                              SENATE  (laniAssni. 

Leqw.    )  I  IsT  Sbssiok. 


COMMUNICATION 


ntOM  THB 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE  BANK, 


Ai  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  tke  Senate^  inquiring  whethtr  said  bank  had 
parted  with  any  of  its  specie* 


JANUARY  14,  1843. 
Bemd  and  laid  on  table. 


Statb  Bamk  of  Ilunois, 
SpringfieU^  January  14, 1843. 
Tothe  Honorable  the  Spbakbr 

of  the  Senate^ 
^OLi  In  reply  to  tbe  following  resolution  of  the  Senate,  viz: 
^Resolved^  That  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  be  requested  to  inform  th« 
Senate  whether  or  not  said  bank  advanced  or  furnished  to  the  Mineral 
Pomt  Bank,  or  to  any  one  for  her  use,  any  specie;  and  if  any,  how  much 
aiid  at  what  time;  also,  that  the  State  Bank  make  known  to  the  Senati 
the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  at  the  branch  at  Gralena  on  the  7th  day  of 
February  last,  and  the  amount  on  hand  on  the  Ist  December,  1843/' 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  has  never  ad  vane* 
ed  or  furnished  any  specie  to  the  Mineral  Point  Bank,  or  to  any  one  for  her 
use,  and  that  the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  at  the  Galena  branch  on  the 
7th  day  of  February  last  was  $21,539  58,  and  on  the^  first  day  of  De- 
cember last  the  amount  was  1 18,731  99. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MATHER,  President. 
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Illinois  i  SENATK  (ISth  Assbm. 

LbBM.      J  "  (  IST  S»8S10W> 


COMMUNICATION 


FEOM    THE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE  BANK, 


hcbedienee  to  a  resoltOion  as  to  State  bondSf  and  tubscripHotu  for  StaU 

stocks  in  said  hank. 


JANUARY  16,  1849. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


State  Bank  of  Ilunon, 
Springfieldt  January  14,  1843. 
To  the  Honorable  the  SraXnR 

of  the  Senate, 
S»:  In  reply  to  the  following  resolation  of  the  Senate,  riz: 
^^Resohedf  liiat  the  president  of  the  State  Bank  forthwith  inform  the 
Senate  whether  the  State  bonds  held  by  the  bank  are  all  the  evidence  in 
possession  of  the  bank  of  the  liability  of  the  State  as  a  stockholder; 
Ind  whether  the  Fund  Commissioners  have  not  subscribed  for  the  two 
millions  of  the  stock  in  said  bank  accordine  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifth 
lectbn  of  the  act  approved  4th  March,  1^7,  and  whether  the  Governor, 
has  not  subscribei)  for  A100,000  of  stock  in  said  bank  according  to  the  act 
approved  2d  March,  1837,  and  if  so,  that  he  transmit  copies  of  said  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Senate  forthwith." 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  bank  is  not  in  possession  of  any  evi- 
dence of  the  liability  of  the  State  as  a  stockholder;  all  of  the  subscrip* 
tioQson  behalf  of  the  State  having  been  paid  to  the  bank* 

That  the  Fund  Commissioners  nave  heretofore  subscribed  for  two  mil- 
fions  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  4th  March, 
1837,  and  that  the  Governor  has  also  subscribed  for  $100,000  of  stock  in 
accordance  with  the  act  of  2d  March,  1837.  That  said  subscriptions 
were  made  by  the  payment  to  the  bank  of  the  amount  subscribea  for; 
the  subscribers  satisfying  themselves  at  the  time  that  the  respective 
amounts  were  duly  entered  to  the  credit  of  the  State  on  the  proper  books 
of  the  bank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MATHER,  President. 
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Ilurois)  senate.  OSth  Aasbm. 


COMMUNICATION      '         .          a 
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PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE    BANK, 

lnobediei%cetoare3olfiium  of  the  Senate  in  regard  io  tvbser^Hmu  ofsioek. 


JANUARY  19.  1849. 
Bead  and  laid  on  the  tabla. 


StATB  BaMX  OV  luJHOIBt 

Janmrjf  19, 1843. 
To  At  Banorable  the  ^hukbe 

of  the  SenaU^ 
Snt:  In  compliance  with  the  followhiff  reaolationof  the  Senate,  Tii: 
^Reaohedi  Toat  the  president  of  the  State  Bank  be  requested  to  fhrnisb 
to  the  Senate,  forthwith,  copies  of  the  subscription  for  the  bank  stock, 
made  mi  behsdf  of  the  State  by  the  Governor  and  Fund  Commissioners; 
also  copies  of  the  entries  made  to  her  credit,  for  payment  of  the  same.'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  it  is  not  customary  with  those  who  sub* 
scribe  for  stock  in  a  bank  to  make  themselves  a  written  subscription  in  the 
books  of  the  banks,  but  their  names  and  the  number  of  shares  subscribed 
bxt  are  entered  bv  a  clerk,  and  when  required,  a  stock  certificate  is  issued. 
The  following  IS  a  copy  of  the  entries  made  on  the  books  of  the  bank, 
at  the  time  of  the  subscriptions  on  behalf  of  the  State. 
Mardk  7.  1837.  «K7redit,  capital  stock  owned  by  the  State,  for 
the  amount  paid  to  Uie  Vandalia  branch  by  Gov.  Duncan, 
on  behalf  or  the  Sate,  on  the  6thinst.,  for  subscription  for 
I     the  reserved  stock,  ....  |100,000." 

Jidjf  25, 1837.  ««Credit,  capital  stock  owned  by  the  State, 
I  paid  Fund  Commissioners  for  9,356  shares  of  ciq[>ital  stock 
\     subscribed  for  on  account  of  the  State  thb  day,      •  ^335,600.** 

December  4, 1837.  ««Credit,  capital  stock  owped  bv  the  State 
,  for  3,000  shares  of  stock  subscribed  for  on  bepalf  of  flie 
I  StGtte  by  the  Fund  Commissioners,  as  provided  in  the  act 
I    to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain  banks,  .  |900/)00." 


JftnuOfif  3j  l8lB8.  ^Credit,  capital  stock  owned  by  fhe  State       ' 
for  this  amount  paid  bj  Fund  CommiBsioners  to  complete 
the  payments  on  the  30,000  shares  of  stock  subscribea  for 
by  them  on  behalf  of  the  State,        •  •  .         |l,564,40a*' 

The  bauk  has  not  imw^  a^Qti9i:|itesift>9/tl|^  ebcpre  subscriptions,  because 
it  has  never  been  requested  to  do  so  by  any  officer  of  the  State,  but  is  now 
and  always  has  been  ready  to  issue  them. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  ver^jf^igifd^ffisJljt 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MATHER,  Presideni. 
.i  ;'   '  ■.    :     -A    •<[':'.    ''    '     i  f  .ii*  ■:    "... 


luno^)                            SENATE.  (  I3thA«bi. 

Lnn.  J  I  Iw  S«88iow. 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


COMMITTEE  ON    FINANCE, 


T$  whom  woi  referred  a  bill  far  an  act  entitled  M»  act  in  relation  to  the 

revenue  of  1842." 


JANUARY  25,  1843. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Ralstoh,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  from  the  House  for  *^An  act  in  relation  to  the  revenue  of  1843," 
having  had  the  same  under  consideration,  have  directed  me  to  report  an 
amendment  thereto;  in  which  thej  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting 
the  substitute  here  submitted. 

The  committee  further  report,  that  from  the  best  data  accessible  to 
them  they  believe  the  expenses  of  the  State  government  of  the  present 
year,  including  warrants  now  outstanding  and  excluding  interest  on  the 
school  fund,  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  $103,000. 

The  revenue  for  1842,  when  reduced  to  fifteen  cents  on  the  hundred 
ddlars,  are  estimated  by  the  Auditor  at  $96,000. 

The  uncollected  revenue  for  the  years  1839-'40  and  '41,  are  also  esti- 
mated at  $36,000,  which  with  the  re  venue  for  1842  will  amoupt  to  the 
som  of  $139,000. 


I ) 


lutRon)                             SENATE.  \  13th  Amw 

LtoM.  \  "  '(  It  Sbbmok. 


REPORT 

Of^Mn^TED  APPOINTBJ>  BY  THE  GOVERNOR. 

'  Tb  tmesHgaiithe  offtArstflhe  State  Bank. 


JANUABK  97,  1843, 
R«ad  and  laid  on  ^e  table. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  Gavemor  of  the  Stiite  of  Iltinois,  nnder 
(he  annexed  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  JwegbietUre  of  the  State 
of  UKnois,  make  the  following  *  '   -  . 

REPORT: 

The  preatnbie  itself  il  property  divMUe  into  four  distidct  propostticmtf, 
16  follows: 

Ist.  Wbethef  the  bank,  in  mating  up  the  abcoimt  between  herself  and 
4e  State,  lias  ebatg^  to  the  partnership  profit  and  ldB»  recount  losses 
which  ooctlrred  oit  grew  out  of  contracts  previous  Do  (be  partoei^bip^  b«^ 
tween  the  Stat^  arid  the  bank.    '  ' 

Sd.  W-bether  iM  bank'  has  been  in  the*  habit  of  charging  interest  apon 
{Moments  made  upon  Auditor's  warrants  fron^  the  day;ef  sueh  payments, 
tad  not  allowing  int^erest  upon  deposites  made  by  the  TreasurerUDtil  the 
end  of  each  qtlarter*   - 

8d.  Whether  rtiie  bank  has  credited  the  Slate  with-  the  bonus  of  one 
hdf  of  one  pe^  tetkt.  opon  the  bank  wtotk  owved  by  the  Stmie,  aeoord- 
lag t6  thejorovision^  of  the  act, atpproved Pebruapvti?/ IMl^  eoncening 
the  State  Bank  of  UHnds. ':    . 

4th.  Whether  the  bank  has  charged  interest  dpon  Ike  Slate  bonds  held 
bjr  the  bank,  and  not  Credited  any  dividends  which  would  htv«  justly  be- 
lomed  t^'  the  State  ait  her  prbportionr  of  suob  interest.* 

While  the  reMteeibn  ftls6  eetitemphvtes  a  ftfth  pl'Opoiftlon/^to^wili: 
'    Th^t  the  coimhitt^e ^^  ^M^rlain  the  true  st4cement4>f  sveb'aecovpli, 
and  the  balance  daeitodr  Troth  the  bank  upon  «i  fair  and  •quitaUe.aattie- 
iactit  '      '     •■  ■  •  t  ..  .11  ...  .'   •  J..:  ',\    ,   . 

In  answer  to  the  fiM  pr6pc«itionvtlieoemmitilee  wtmld  state  thi^  tbejr 
have  ciHticaIf|^  examined' the  profit  abd loss acoeiintioftkebatik^ andeaiiai 
inateriaT  item 'thereof,  tracing  the  stime  to»  itsorigiii)  and  that  from  suoh 
etikmination  they  are  sati^d  thsCt  no  matetial  lotsea^  which  occurred' or 

Gew  out  of  contracts  made  j^rerious  to  the  partaenUp  i^rith  the  Statt, 
ve  b^en'  eh&rged  to  the  partnership  profit  &»d  Iobb  acoomt,  except  in 
Uie  case  of  J.  A;  Clarke's  note  of  $i^p  wUeb  gvew  ool  of  a  ooslniet 


made  prior  to  the  existenoe  of  the  partnership,  and  was  charged  to  the  * 
profit  and  loss  account  on  the  25th  of  Noyember,  1S42.  It  may  be  pro- 
per  however  to  state  here/lhat  Hither  itbd  foregoing  item  nor  any  por- 
tion of  the  profit  and  loss  account  as  kept  by  the  bank,  have  been  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  bank  in  makmg  up  her  accounts  between  the 
bank  and  the  State.  In  very  feiK  instances  has  she  abandoned  any  of  her 
debts  or  claims  on  account  of  their  doubtful  character,  but  has  continued 
them  in  the  suspended  debt  or  real  estate  account 

In  rakttion  to  Ihofifecoid  ^rotifsitioiii  ,tl|e;qo|niin|Ma  i^^  eip^  ^ad  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  herewith  annex  a  statement  marked  ^A," 
of  the  advances  made  by  the  bank  on  special  appropriations,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  defr|iyijK;.th<^cun*euat expenses  of  thj^  Stiettef  together  with  the 
amount  of  interest  charged  by  the  bank  at  each  quarterly  settlement  with 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  from  the  time  the  bank  was  made  the 
depository  of  the  public  money,- in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  ^An 
act  to  provide  for  the  safe  keeping  and  security  of  the  public  money,*'  ap- 
proved March  4,  1837,  up  to' the  1st  day  of  Jatiuary,  A.  D.  1843.  To 
this  they  have  also  added  a  Uke  statement  of  all  the  deposites  made  by  the 
State  in  the  bank .  for  the  same  period  of  time,  by  which  it  will  appeu^ 
that  the  S^te  w^  Indebted  tp  the  bi^nk  on  this  account  on  the  1st  4ay 
of  January,  A.'B*  1843,  including  interest  upon  advack^es  made  by  the 
bank,  and  excluding  the  bonus  of  $7t687  50  on  the  $t,53t,S00  of  capi- 
tal stock  owned  by  individuals  and  due  Januan^  i,  1843;  and  also  the  bo- 
Msof  onehhaLT  ot  lone  pex  o%nU  on  ^e  ^,100,000. of  c^taUtock  mib* 
scribed  by  the  State  under  the  acts  of  the  2d  and  4th  ot  March,  A*  Jfu 
1837,  and  to  be  paid  by  tb^  hank  under  the  provisioAs  of  the  t^  of  ^  the 
37lb  February » A*  I).  I84U  amounting  to  the  sjam  of.  ^10,500  per  aiHii^iQi 
4M[id.|0AkM^  the  swKi  •ot  ^31*000  ilu^ithe^tajte,  according  to  the  provisioos 
of  the  lust  named  act;  and  also  the  sum  of  ,$7,687  50  on  the  $l^^7;5O0 
'Of  Gapitalflpok.^wned  by  in4i victuals  oaibe  1st,  January ^  A.  I).  1^4^, 
.«QcordiAg  tO' the  provisions,  of  said  act  and  the  original  cWter  of  the 
baoki  and  Aot  Included  ia  the  above  account  tbe  sum  of  |^5^ 
974  01.  This  estimate  also  excludes  the  sum  of  $?,3|D3  85,  whic|i,  it 
will  farther apfi^ar  by  the  iMrfd^account  is  the^  int^^^t  upon  deposites  ijpade 
by  the  State  from  the  tiitte  of  aucb  deposites  ^p  ;k>  th^  date  of  eacH  qoar* 
terly  eettkoient  iidth  the  AuiUtor  of  JPublic  Accoufits.  ThUintereAt  W 
not  been  allowed  or  credited  by  the  bank,  and  itJs  l^ut  fair  tostfite  thattbe 
bankcontendftikattbe' State  for  a  long  period  of  timep^t  hat  been  in* 
4ebted  to  her  in>a  large  amount  of  interaat  ras  well  aa  principal,  .aad  ibut 
she  would  have  had  the  legal  right|'ffheaever,.d^cing  the.period  of  such  jli^ 
debtedocsa,  adeposidehas  been  made  by  the  Sti^^oafif»\y  the  mon^y  so 
depo8ited»fifat,.to  theiOxiliagiMshmeat.of  the,  tnlerest  mooey  due  froBrthe 
State,  and  ta^haiKe.Qfediled'lihe  jre«idaa  ^p9A  the.prJAcipalf  aod  ^lat  in 
case  she  had  done  so  the  result  would  have  been  much  more  favorable  xo 
ike  bank  Hum  Is  praduoed  \^.tkA9fmijmr  t&)Wbi9hihe.aQcoua^.bavef^eeii 
kept.  If  the  battk  hadlbis  iigbl»  aad  had  ^  ado^ptad  tUs  .method  /af 
keaping  her  icoQuntoi  it  ia  easy  to  perceive  thatJ^cr  Qoociusioat  would  j^ 
jeorroc^  and  thaeSaot,  it  appears,  lo  your  committee,  would  have  beien 
equivalent  to^be  baak. charging  interest  u^oo  the  interest  due. to  her 
from  the  Stete^  by  ioareasing  to  a  very  considerabla  sam  their  amount  of 
priadpal  a8ai»tvi]iaSlata>.as  the«ccaants  ha^ra  haan  kap.ti  the  hackhfas 


8  [161] 

in  no  instance  charged  interest  upon  interest;  on  the  contrary,  the  interest 
which  has  accrued  during  each  •quarter  has  been  added  to  the  amount  due 
on  a  former  settlement,  and  a  new  interest  certificate  given  by  the  AucU- 
tor  for  the  whole  interest  doe,  which  certificate  has  not  drawn  interest* 

The  statutes  of  the  State  being  silent  upon  the  subject  of  those  d»- 
posites  made  by  the  State  in  the  bank,  the  committee  haye  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  submit  the  facts  only,  and  leave  the  Legislature  to  deter- 
■me  the  question  of  right  between  the  parties* 

If  this  inter^t  is  credited  to  the  State,  then  the  balance  due  the  bank, 
with  the  exceptions  before  stated,  would  be  $39*i»!670  it).  If  from  this  sum 
is  deducted  f28,687  30  the  amount  of  bonus  due  the  State  January  1, 
1843,  and  not  credited  by  the  bank^  it  will  leave  a  balance  due  the  bank, 
on  account  of  advances  made  bbiefly  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the 
State  and  for  special  appropriations,  of  A263,9S2  66. 

The  act  of  the  27th  February,  A.  0.  1841,  provides  that, a  bonus  of 
^e-half  of  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon  all  bank  stock  owned  by  the 
State  or  thereafter  to  be  owned,  shall  be  paid  by  the  bank  to  the  Tund 
Commissioner*  The  fact  of  this  bonus  being  payable  to  the  Fund  Com- 
missioner is  assigned  by  the  bank  as  a  reason  why  in  their  statement  to 
tile  Legislature  of  December  21,  1842,  of  the  condition  of  the  accounts  - 
between  the  State  and  the  bank,  the  bonus  of  $10,500  then  due  the  State 
by  terms  of  the  last  recited  act  was  not  credited  to  the  State;  and  the 
bank  now  expresses  a  wtUingness  that  this  amount,  as  well  as  the  addition-* 
al  sum  of  f  10,500  due- the  1st  January,  1843,  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  ber  account  against  the  State  or  Fund  Commissioner.  In  pur- 
mance  of  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  4th  March,  1837, 
the  Treasurer  on  the  16th  March,  A.  D.  1837,  commenced  depositing  the 
State  funds  in  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  and  up  to  the  1st  January,  1843, 
deposited  the  amount  which  appears  by  reference  to  account  current  **A.'* 
These  deposites  include  the  Following  dividends  on  the  $100,000  of  State 
itock,  to-wit: 

1837,  June  5th  .  .  .  .  .       f2,500  OD 
"        Dec.  5th            .            .            .            .  .  5,000  00 

1838,  June  13th         .  '.  .       •     .  .  5,000  00 
♦*        Dec  4th            .            .            .            .            .  4,000  00 

1839,  June  1st  .  .  .  .  •  4,000  00 
«        Dec.  leth          .            .            .            ;            .  3,500  00 

1840,  June  18th 3,000  00 


Amounting  to            .  .  $27,000  00 

And  also  the  followii^  sums  in  bonuses  passed  by  the  bank  to  the  cro- 
dit  of  the  State. 

1835,  Dec.  24th^       on           .            (420,000  .  $2,100  00 

1836,  «      "            "            .           1,395,550  .  6,967  75 

1837,  '•30           ^            .           1,4154)00  .  7,075  00 

1838,  **     31           ^'            t           4,544,655  .  7 J23  97 

1840,  Jan.    2           ^            .           1,544,655  .  7,723  27 

1841,  **       5            **             .            1»546,125  •  7,730  68 
1832,       «       6           **             •            1,546,125  •  7,730  62 

*                 Amounting  to  the  sum  of        *  •  $47,050  83 


fl62j  4 

From  these  statements  it  will  be  seeju  thai  the  ha^k  bml  ^ot^in  her 
timate  of  tBe  aonountdue  fiom  the  State  to  tJbe  bankvcnedtted  the  State 
\?itb  the  bonus  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  per  a^MUHHtn  the  bank  stock 
owned  by  the  State,  according  to  the  provisions  of  Une  act  of  tius  27ch 
of  February,  A.  D*,  1841^  which  answers.tb^  third  propositiOB  contem- 
plated by  the  proamble  under  which  tbeconoHiitiee' were  «|»poinAed* 

The  fourth  proposition  |s,^*whethcr  the  bankhasicbttt|ged intereat:upo» 
the  State  bonds  held  by  the  bank  and  not  credited  my-  dlmdeods  whkJs 
would  have  justly  belonged  to  the  State  as  her  pi;oporiioii  of  such  in- 
terest." 

The  amount  charged  by  the  bank  to  the  Fund  ComnnsBiQiiers  is  $156^ 
496  42,  and  is  composed  of  the  following  hems: 

1^40,    July.  1st,    Gash  to  Dr*  Barrett^  Fund  Com'n  $50fiOa  00 

I84I9    Jan.  1st,    lotenest  for  six  naonths  on  1765  bonds 

held  by  the  bank  .  •         fiS,950  00 

*<        July  Ist^    Interest  for  six  niontbs  on  same      •         S'iJ^dO  00 

M        March  Isti  cash  paid  J.  P«  Whiteside  •  «  500  00 

Balance  due  on  old  account    •  1)6  43 


^156,496  4A 


The  last  dividend  declared  by  the  bank  was  on  the  16th  of  June^  A.  TX 
IS40,  consequently  the  sum  of  $105,900  of  interest  has  been  charged 
since  any  dividend  has  been  declared  by  the  bank.*. 

The  6th  section  of  the  act  of  the  37tii  of  March,  A.  D.  1841»  pi^vides 
^Uhat  the  bank  shall  enter  into  bond  with  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts, 
that  during  their  suspension,  of  spooie  payments  they  shall  notdedare  any 
dividends  to  private  stockhoklers,  but  that  the  same  shall  be  retained  in 
such  bank  for  the  use  of  the  said  private  stockholders,  and  that  they  shaU 
declare  the  jufitand  proper  dividei^ds  to  the  State  on  her  »4ack  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  same,  and  the  portion  thereof  due  upon  the  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  subscribed  for  under  the  act  of  March  2d»  1837,  ^all 
be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  when  the  same  becomes  due, 
and  the  amount  thereof  due  on  account  of  the  bank  and  internal  improve- 
ment stocks  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Fund  Commissioner,.«B  the  same 
shall  become  due." 

It  remains  to  be  determined  whether,  under  the  provisions  of  tlie  acts 
above  mentioned,  the  bank  should  have  declared  a  dividend  in  favor  of 
the  State. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  ^'aju^t  and  proper  dividend"  should 
have  been  so  declared  upon  the  profits  of  the  bank  (according  to  the  usa- 
ges and  customs  of  tile  bank)  made  since  her  last  dividend  was  declared* 
without  reference  to  any  losses  which  may,  by  possibility,  be  sustained  by 
the  failure  of  the  bank  hereafter  to  collectany  of  her  outstanding  claims; 
and  tfiatit  was  the  de^gn  and  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  the  passage 
of  (he  act  of  the  2Tth  February,  1841,  that  at  least  a  sufficient  dividend 
shoukl  be  declared  in  favor  of  the  State  to  liquidate  the  interest  which 
vK>oId  accrue  upon  the  bonds  held  by  the  bank,  provided  there  were  suf- 
fident  profits  made  during  that  time  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  that 
flitch  dividend  should  be  credited  to  the  State  lor  ti^s  purposes  aforesaid. 


It  appears  from  tb^  books  of  tbo  bank  th^tr  wc«  the 
declared  tbe  baUncA  9f  profita  amoai^ts  X^  tbe 
moior 

To  which  should  be.  added  th6£)Uowiag^#oina.oriiw 
iarest,  which  are  justly  chaiQgaaUe  ^  tha  State, 
and  which  of  course  should  be  placed  to  the  cred- 
it of  tbe  profit  and  loss  account. 

Interest  on  $50,000,  two  years  and  a  halff-at^  per 
cent,  paid  Dr.  Barret,  Foiid  Cooimissioer. 

Interest  on  $500,  twenty-twamooths^aflFanced  to 
J.  D.  Whiteside,  Foad  €om'r.,  at  6  p^r  cent« 

Sigbteen  months  interest  on.  1586  bank  aqd  inter- 
nal  improvement  bonds  •  • 

Eighteen  months  iAterestoa  fifty  boQcb  purchased 
of  Fond  Commissioner  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  27th  February,  1841. 

Twelve  months  interest  on  fifty  bonds  on  same  acct* 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  coupons  held  by  tbe  bank 
and  paid  by  them  on  bonds  sold  by  the  bank,  and 
inteuest  guaranteed,        •  «  .  • 
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la^t  dividend  was 

$279,204  43 


7^00  00 

55  00 

142,740  00 


4,500  00 
3,000  00 


10,500  00 
.1447^9  43 


Making  thetotaKaoi^Qut^  the  profit,  since  the  last  dividend  was  de* 
dared  by  tbe  bank,  ta  be  $447,589  43,  as  stated  above. 

Tbe  total  debt  of  the  State  to  the  bank,  on  aocount  of  interest  on  bonds 
Sid  advances  to  tbe  FundCommissioner,  and  interestt  is  as  follows: 

As  chavged  ta  the  Fmid  CommissioDer  oa  the  books 
of  the  bank,      .  .  ,  ^  .  $156,496  42 

And  the  itcns  of  interestt  as  abova  .  •  168,295  00 

$3H791  4ii 

The  total  nivnber  oi  shares  of  bank  stock  is  36,375, 
of  wbieb.  tbe  Stute  owns  21,Q00  shares,  and  the 
State's  proportioi^  of  dividend,  if  declared  oni 
$447,589  43,  being  the  profit  of  tbe  bank  since  . 
tbe  last  dividei^  would  be       •  •  # 

Which  being  deducted  from  the  debt  of  tba  State 

to  tfie  bank,  aft'  above,  of  $324,791  42,  would  < 

leave  a  balance^due  the  bank  on  this  account,  of  $66,491  42 

The  foregoing  estimate,  it  will  be  seen,  contemplatoe^iat  vn^er  tbepro* 
visions  of  the  act  of  the  27th  February,  1841,  the  bank  ought  to  have  de- 
clared a  dividend  in  favor  of  the  State  upon  the  profits  of  the  bank  since 
her  last  dividend,  without  reference  to  any  future  contingencies,  and  inas- 
much as  the  resolution  directs,  the  committee  ^to  ascertain  the  true  state- 
ment  of  the  accounts  and  the  balance  due  to  or  from  the  bank,  upon  a  fair 
and  equitable  settlement,"  they  submit  the  following  re-capitulation  as  the 
result  of  the  investigation. 


258^00  00 
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.    Balance  due  the  bank  on  account  of  advances  for 

special  appropriations  and  to  defray  the  current 

expenses  of  the  State,  if  interest  is  allowed  on 
^     deposites,  (see  account  current  A.)         .  •  $299,670  16 

Balance  duo  the  bank  on  account  of  advancements 

to  Fund  CJominissionersi  and  interest  on  bonds,  66,491  42 


$359,161  5S 


From  which  deduct hbnus  on  $2,100,000 

State  stock,  for  two  years  •        $21,000  00 

Bonus  on  15,375  shares  of  individual 

stock  for  two  years-  .        .  7,68T  50 

Making,  in  all  88,687  50 


Which,  being  deducted  from  $859,161  58,  leaves  a 

balance  of         •  •  •  .  •  $330,474  08 

Which,  according  to  the  foregoing  estimate,  is  due 

on  open  account  from  the  State  to  the  bank. 
To  this  amount  add  the  State  bonds  owned  by  the 

bank     .  .  .  .  •  .  1^686,000  00 

'    State  scrip  •   .         .  .  .  .  17,534  50 

Making  the  total  indebtedness  of  the  State  to  the  

bank     ......  $2,034>008  5S 

The  committee  as  required  by  a  resohition  of  the  Senate  have  ascer- 
tained the  amount  of  specie  now  on*  hafid  in  the  bank  at  Springfield  to 
be  $452,250  51,  and  that  the  amount  in  the  branches  as  appears  from  the 
books  of  the  bank  and  information  derived  from  the  officers^  was  on  tile 
first  day  of  January,  A.  D.,  1843,  $34,749  49,  making  in  the  whole  the 
sum  of  $487,000.  The  aniount  in  bank  at  Springfield  as  ascertained  by 
the  committee  is  $1,255  less  than  is  shown  to  be  on  l^nd  by  the  booksof  the 
bank  •  This  difference  may  have  arisen  either  from  mistake  or  from  the 
diflerent  methods  employed  by  the  bank  and  the  committee  in  ascertaining 
the  amount.  While  the  committee  were  progressing  with  their  duties 
under  this  resolution  the  Aeriff  of  Sangamon  county,  by  virtue  of  an  ex- 
ecution in  favor  of  Condell,  Jones  6d  Oo.  vs.  the  President,  Directoi^  and 
Company  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  levied  upon  and  removed  from 
the  bank  $6,423  00  of  the  above  named  specie,  which  reduoed  the  amount 
on  hand  in  that  sum.     All  Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

V.  HICKOX, 
N.H.  PURPLE, 
H.  G.  COTTON. 
January^  27,  1843. 
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Joint  B^aiiUSE^oN  upon  t/shioh  tlie  foregoing  rapopt  wa»>made. 

Whereas^  it  apffean  by  the;  report  of  the  State  Bank  of  Dlinoid  that 
tUs  State  is  indeotend  to  the  bank  in  the  ^m  of  $293,000;  And  whereat^ 
it  does  not  appear  upon  what  calculations  and  principles  this  balance  was 
found  to  be  one  tfa^  bank;  And  whereas^  it  is  believed  tiiat  in  making  up 
the  profit  and  loss  account  of  the  bank,  losses  which  have  occurred  upon 
jcontracts  made  or  growing  out  of  contracts  made  previous  to  the  exis« 
tence  of  the  partnership  between  the  bank  and  the  State,  have  been  charg- 
ed to  the  partnership  profit  and  loss  account;  And  xeherecu^  it  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  the  practice  of  the  bank  to  charges  interest  upon  pay- 
ments madeupon  Auditot^swarrantsft-omtheday  of  suchpaymdnt«andnot 
allowing  interest  upon  the  deposites  made  by  the  Treasurer  until  the  end 
of  each  quarter;  And  wheieas^  it  does  not  appear  whether  the  bank  has 
credited  the  State  the  amount  of  the  bonus  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent* 
per  annum  upon  the  bank  stock  owned  by  the  State,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  ^proved  February  27, 1841,  concerning  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois;  And  whereas^  it  is  believed  that  the  bank  has  charged  the 
State  the  interest  upon  the  State  bonds  held  by  the  bank,  and  not  credi- 
ted any  dividend  which  would  have  justly  belonged  to  the  State  as  her 
portion  of  such  interest;  And  whereas^  it  is  highly  important  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  State  that  a  fair  and  equitable  settlement  should  be  had  with 
the  bank  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  possible;  therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate^  the  House  of  Representatives  concurring  herein^ 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Grovernor  immediateb^  to  a{^>oint  a  oodo- 
petent  committee  to  investigate  the  accounts  of  the  oank,  and  ascertaiti 
the  true  statement  of  accounts,  and  the  balance  due  to  or  from  the  bank 
upon  a  fair  andeauitable  settlement,  taking  into  view  the  various  subjects 
embraced  in  the  ioregoing  preamble,  and  that  such  committee  ^all  report 
to  the  Legislature  the  result  of  their  investigation  at  the  eailiest  possible 
period,  and  that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers and  to  swear  witnesses. 

SAMUEL  HACKELTON, 
Speaker  of  the  Ihuse  of  Representatit>e$* 

JOHN  MOORE, 

/    Speaker  of  iht  Senakm 


iLtniois  ' 
Lbgis. 

SENATE. 
MESSAGE! 

'  ISthAb^biI. 
1st  2;$£9sion. 

F&OM 


THE  GpyeRNOft. 


Transmitting  Gen.  Jackson^ s  letter  in  relation  to  the  fine  imposed  upon  him 

by  Tiidge  Hall. 


FEBRUARY  7,  1843. 
ftead  and  laid  on  the  table. 


ExEcurrvE  Department, 

Spnngjkld^  February  6,  1843. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

In  pui^uance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  subject  of 
the  fine  imposed  on  General  Jackson  by  Judge  Hall  at  New  Orleans,! 
transmitted  copies  of  the  pame  to  the  Senators  and  each  of  the  Represen- 
tatives in  Congress  from  thisState;  and  also  a  copy  to  General  Jackson. 
In  reply  to  which  he  desires  me  to  convey  to  the  General  Assembly  his 
wannest  acknowledgments.  I  do  not  know  how  I  can  better  comply 
with  his  request  than  by  laying  before  you  a  copy  of  his  letter,  which  la 
herewith  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c«, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


HE&nrrAOE,  January  24, 1843. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  ac- 
companied by  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  which  declare  the  fine  imposed  by  Judge  Hall  upon  me  for  an 
alleged  contempt  to  be  *^not  only  an  imputation  upon  my  character,  but 
a  reflection  upon  the  justice  aiid  gratitude  of  the  nation.''  The  resolu- 
tions of  the  Assembly  also  instruct  the  Senators,  and  request  the  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  refunding  said  fine  and  costs,  with  interest  thereon. 

For  these  resolutions,  so  highly  applauding  my  conduct,  be  pleased  to 
convey  to  the  Legislature  my  warmest  acknowledgments.  They  con- 
stitute another  proof  of  the  fact  that  my  fellow  citizens  Estimate  correctly 
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the  motives  which  actuated  me  throughout  the  whole  course  of  my  con- 
duct at  New  Orleans,  and  they  are  the  more  gratifying  to  my  feelings 
from  the  fact  that  were  entirely  q^nsolicited* 

In  your  letter,  you  gire  evidence  of  having  correctly  appreciated  my 
feelings  on  this  subject,  and  for  your  many  highly  complimentary  expres- 
nons,  and  for  your  good  wishes  for  my  happiness,  please  to  accept  mj 
sincere  thanks. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Hon.  Thomas  Ford,  Oovertwr  of  lUinois, 


IlUKOlS  1 1 

Lbcos.  \\ 

SENATE. 
REPORT 

03th  Assbh 
\  1st  Sessiok 

OF  TBM  ,4 

THE   TREA&URER, 


Rihahe  io  the  internal  improvement  pr&pertt/y  in  reply  to  a  rtsoluitonofthe 
Senate  of  January  13,  1843. 


FEBRUARY  7,  1^3. 
Raad  and  reftiMd  to  eonnittM  of  iHiole  Senate . 


Treasurer's  Office^  Ilioiois, 

Springfield^  Fdruary  6,  184S. 
To  the  Honorable 

the  Prerideni of  theSenate, 

Sir:  The  Treasurer  of  State  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate: 

^Resolved^  That  the  Treasurer  of  State  be  requested  to  report  to  tht 
Senate  whether  or  not  he  has  appointed  one  or  more  agents  to  take 
charge  of  and  dispose  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  property  of  the  State, 
OD  any  or  all  of  the  raihroad  lines  in  the  State;  and  if  so,  the  name  or 
names  of  such  agent  or  agents,  with  their  salary  or  salaries;  together  with 
the  amount  of  property  sold  by  such  agent  or  agents,  the  cost  to  the  State 
of  said  property  so  sold,  for  what  price  sold,  to  whom  sold,  whether  sold 
at  public  or  private  sale,  whether  disposed  of  by  an  agent  in  person  or 
bj  a  sub-agent,  and  if  by  a  sub-agent,  the  name  of  such  sub-agent,  and 
by  what  authority  such  sub-agent  was  appointed;  the  kinds  of  pay  receiir- 
ed  for  such  properhr,  and  from  whom  received,  and  whether  any  sucb 
agent  or  agents,  sub-agent  or  sub-agents,  are  now  under  pay  of  the  States 
as  also,  the  full  amount  of  salary  already  paid  to  agents  or  sub-iLgentsf 

Previous  to  the  reception  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  Treasurer 
bad  prepared  a  voluminous  report  to  both  Houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, upon  the  subject  of  the  past  and  present  condition  of  the  internal  im- 
trovement  property,  which  was  (by  implication)  placed  under  his  char^ 
y  the  law  of  December  14, 1840,  together  with  a  detailed  account  of  his 
doings  under  that  law.  A  copy  of  wat  report  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  of  January,  ultimo,  and  it  will  be  discovered,  by  referenca 
thereto,  that  it  contains  full  and  complete  information  upon  nearly  every  sub- 
ject embraced  in  the  foregoing  resolution.  For  such  information  as  is  con- 
taped  in  that  report,  tlie  Senate  is  respectfully  referred  thereto;  such  ad- 
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ditional  explanations  as  are  necessary  to  a  full  reply  to  the  resolation  oT 
the  Senate,  the  Treasurer  will  proceed  to  give* 

First,  as  to  the  loss  to  the  State  of  the  property  sold.  Most  of  the  ma- 
terials sold  consisted  of  loose  property  eoattered  over  the  State.  It  is  im- 
possible in  many  cases  to  ascertain  upon  what  works,  or  upon  whose  con- 
tracts, or  at  what  time,  they  were  purchased.  The  Treasurer  has  never 
seen  the  original  bills  (if  any  are  left)  furnished  at  the  times  these  materials 
were  purchased;  but  as  the  two  volumes  of  internal  improvement  reports, 
published  by  the  board  of  public  works,  in  1838-^*40,  contain  ample  infor- 
mation as  to  thecost.of  iill  the  matorials  purchased  on  account  of  the 
internal  improvemeflt  system,  the  cost  of  the  mateiflals-  in  question  may 
probably  be  found  in  those  voluminous  documents.  To  those  report^  the 
Treasurer  would  respectfully  refer  the  Senate,  as  containing  more  certain 
iD£[>rmatioii  ^ou  a11  the  poiotf  ^f  enquiry  than  »nj  .ijrhiph  Aie  fmtA 
furnish. 

Second,  as  to  sub-agents.  John  M.  Kelly  and  Robert  Smith,  Esq^rs. 
were  the  agents  selected  by  the  Treasurer.  No  sub-agents  have  been  ap* 
pointed  with  the  knowledge  or  by  the  an^ority  of  the  Treasurer.  The 
two  agents  named  (with  tiieir  securities  in  their  bonds «!!' file  in  this  depart- 
ment) alone,  were  held  responsible  4wr  the  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties.  Copies  of  their  official  reports  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Trea- 
surer, before  referred  to,  marked  (B.)  and  (G.)  are  referred  to  for  an  ac- 
count of  ikair  doinga. 

It  will  also  be  seen  hf  rebretitce  to  the  same  report  and  exhibits  that 
those  agents  have  not  for  the  past  six  months  been  in  (be  pay  of.th^ 
State;  and  also  that  the  rate  of  their  coB^iensatiosi  vemainsta  he  fixed  by 
the  Legislature. 

The  Treasurer  would  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  te  the  im- 
portaoce^  no  early  ^ttspositten  of  the  subject  embraced  in  this  ^aod  his 
tormer  conMBouication. 

Respedrfblly  sabantted^ 

M.  CARPENTRR, 

Treasurer  cf^Skde^ 


iLUHon)                             SENATEL  «3thAmw 

Lboib.   5  '  flw  Seotiok. 


M£SSA<SE 


raoM 


THE  GOVERNOR, 


Endosing  a  letUr  frmn  e^-Govemor  Carlin^  am  the  sul^ect  of  negotuUion 
in  ir4g4$rd  to  StaU  hnds* 


FEBRUARY  7,  1843. 
Read  and  raferred  to  tha  eommitt^e  on  Internal  Improtvmetits. 


fanuary  6^  1^43. 
Tb  ike  Senate  and  Himse  <f  Represenlathest 

1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  a  letter  from  Gtov- 
emor  Cariin,  containing  information  of  great  importance  concemme  hid 
negotiation  of  State  bonds;  and  in  accordance  with  the  suggettion  there- 
m  contained,  I  respectfullj    recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  make  smm 

troTision  bj  law  tor^tting  up,  talcing  an  account  of,  and  destroying  ail 
onds  which  cam  be  procured,  or  whidn  may  in  any  wise  be  returned  to 
the  8ute. 

I  baTe  the  honor,  &e. 

THOMAS  FOR». 
P.  S*  The  bonds  alhided  to  by  Governor  €«rlin,  as  being  in  ttie  posse*- 
sbn  of  General  Fry,  have  been  by  bim  delivered  to  me,  and  are  now  tai 
my  ponessioii. 

^mifor,  FMmorjr  1^  I8<8. 
7b  £K9  JBxeetlenc^j 

Thomas  Ford,  O&tfer^ier  tf  BKnoiK 

Sra:  The  fdlowing statement  in  relation  to  the  State  bonds  was  design^ 
ed  to  have  been  commtmiceted  m  my  last  message  to  the  Geneml  As8eafr> 
Uy,  but  finding  it  would  extend  the  length  of  that  document  beyond  my 
^hes,  and  knowing  that  nothing  coaM  be  lo9t  by  delay,  i  oonchi^kd  to 
iBak«  it  m  a  separate  comm  union tioni  which  however  I  could  not  do  cov- 
i^tly  in  absence  of  the  bonds,  and  was  therefore  compelled  to  postpone 
ft  nntil  my  return  iirom  8pi4agfietd. 

The  act  of  February  23, 1839,  entitled  •'An  act  to  provide  for  a  loan 
for  canal  purposes,^'  authority  the  Governor  to  sell  S4Jb00,000  of  bmds, 
bearing  six  per  cent*  toterest,  payaUe  annually.    Sterling  bonds  to  fbat 
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amount  were  accordingly  executed  and  placed  in  the  handf  of  agents  ti> 
be  sold,  $1,000,000  of  which  was  sold  by  Governor  Reynolds  to  Thomas 
Dunlap,  president  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  April,  1839,  and  $1,000,- 
000,  in  the  following  October,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs*  Wright 
&  Co.,  of  London,  by  Judge  Young,  to  be  sold  by  said  Wright  &  Co., 
conditioned,  however,  that  an  equal  amount  of  sterling  bonds,  the  interest 
upon  which  should  be  made  payable  semi-annually,  should  be  delivered  to 
said  Wright  &  Co.;  and  $100,000  was  sold  to  contractors  on  the  canal  in  . 

1839,  by  General  Thornton;  also  $1/K)0,000  of  said  bonds  was  sold  in 

1840,  to  Messrs.  Magniac,  Smiths  Co.,  of  London,  by  General  Thorn  ton, 
conditioned  that  the  said  bonds  should  be  substituted  by  the  delivery  of  an 
equal  amount  of  sterling  bonds  bearing  semi-annual  interest.  An  act 
entitled  <^An  act  to  amend  the  several  laws  in  relation  to  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal,"  approved  February  1, 1840,  amended  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 23, 1839,  so  as  to  authorize  the  sale  of  canal  bonds,  the  interest 
upon  which  to  be  made  payable  semi-annually;  accordingly,  $2,000,000 
of  sterling  bonds  were  executed,  $1,000,000  of  which  were  delivered  to 
Messrs.  Magniac^  Smith  &  Co.  of  London,  in  lieu  of  those  previously 
placed  in  their  hands  by  General  Thornton.  The  old  bonds  beinc  can- 
celled on  the  delivery  of  the  new.  In  1841  I  employed  General  White- 
side, Fund  Commissioner,  to  receive  the  said  $1,000,000  of  cancelled 
bonds,  and  instructed  him  to  convey  them  to  Illinois,  which  he  advised  me 
had  been  done,  and  they  are  now  in  the  Fund  Commissioner's  office  at 
Springfield.  The  remaining  $1,000^000  of  bonds  last  executed  were  de* 
signed  to  substitute  those  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.,  and 
were  delivered  to  Judge  Young  for  that  purpose,  but  before  shipping  thena 
for  London,  he  ascertained  that  Wright  &  Co.  had  failed  and  became 
bankrupt,  and  the  new  bonds  were  wi^held.  These  bonds  having  been 
made  payable  at  the  house  of  Wright  &  Co.,  and  as  they  were  rapidly 
depreciating  in  v^e  and  could  not  be  disposed  of  at  par,  I  instructed 
Judge  Young  to  cancel  and  return  them  to  me,  which  he  did,  and  they 
are  now  in  my  possession*  Of  the  first  $4,000,000  of  sterling  bonds  ex- 
ecuted and  delivered  to  agents  to  be  sold  for  canal  purposes,  $900,000  re* 
mained  in  their  hands  undisposed  of  at  tho  time  ot  the  general  deprecia- 
tion of  Illinois  stacks.  I  therefore  instructed  them  to  oancel  and  return 
them  to  me,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  they  are  likewise  in  my  po^r 
session.  In  August,  1841, 1  ordered  $500,000  of  canal  bonds  to  be  engra- 
ven, to  be  paid  to  contractors  for  estimates  due  them  for  work  done  on 
the  canal.  In  December  following  $298,000  of  those  bonds  were  execu- 
ted and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  canal  commissioners  for  that  purposTf 
$197,000  of  which  were  paid  to  contractor^)  but  their  depreciation  in 
the  market  increased  so  rapidly  that  they  declined  receiving  more  of  them 
ai  par.  I  therefore  instructed  the  acting  commissioner  to  cancel  and  re- 
turn the  residue  (i.  e. )  $101,000  to  me.  On  his  arrival  at  Springfield  at 
the  meeting  of  the  present  sesskin  of  the  Legislature,  he  informed  um 
that  no  opportunity  had  offered  by  which  he  cwld  send  them  to  mc  witl> 
out  incurring  expense,  and  he  had  therefore  cancelled  and  brought  them 
to  Springfield)  and  I  presume  they  are  still  in  his  possession,  subject  to 
your  order. 

In  addition  to  the  forgoing  cancelled  bonds,  I  have  in  my  possession 
seven  of  $1,000  each#    Those  bonds  were  issued  in  conformity  to  an  act 
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eatitleJ  ^^An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  of  money/'  approved  March  1,  1839; 
thej  had  been  sold  on  account  of  the  State  House,  but  afterwards  recovered 
hj  Governor  Reynolds  from  the  purchasers.  I  have  been  informed  by  the 
fiind  Goromissioner,  General  Whiteside,  that  he  bad  also  recovered  five 
bonds  of  $1,000  each  from  the  same  company;  thus  reducing  the  debt  on 
account  of  the  State  House  to  the  sum  of  $n6,000,  as  per  statement  in 
my  last  message,  the  original  amount  being  $128,000.  It  is  proper  here 
to  remark  that  the  $500,000  of  bonds,  or  five  hundred  bonds  of  SI9OOO 
eaeh,  engraven  in  1841,  were  dollar  bonds  payable  in  the  Uniteu 
States.  1  his  policy  was  adopted  notwithstanding  sterling  bonds  were  on 
handy  with  a  view  to  save  exchange  incident  to  the  payment  of  interest, 
and  ultimately  the  redemption  of  the  bonds  in  Europe.  As  before  stated 
$398,000,  or  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  of  those  Donds  were  executed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  contractors  on  the  canal,  and  the  residue  of  the  five 
hundred  bonds,  to  wit,  two  hundred  and  two,  have  not  been  executed, 
but  remain  blank*  and  are  now  in  my  hands.  1  also  have  a  large  amount 
of  blank  sterling  bonds  in  my  possession,  which  were  never  counted  by 
me.  These  bonds  were  engraven  by  Messrs.  Rewden,  Wright  &  Hatch 
of  New  York,  without  any  authority  from  me  whatever  to  do  so,  and  were 
sent  to  me  at  the  same  time  with  the  five  hundred  bonds  I  had  ordered  to 
be  eneraven  as  before  stated*  The  engravers  accompanied'  these  bonds 
with  their  bill  of  charges  for  engraving,  &c.  That  part  of  the  account ' 
which  related  to  the  engraving  which  I^ad  authorized  to  be  done,  was  or- 
dered to  be  paid  out  of  the  canal  fund,  but  that  part  relating  to  the  ster- 
ling bonds,  amounting  to  some  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  I  refused  to 
pay.  A  letter  from  the  engravers,  subsequently  addressed  to  me  upon  the 
subject,  states  that  Col.  Wm.  B.  Ogden  of  Chicago,  had  ordered  the  en- 
graving of  the  sterling  bonds,  alleging  that  they  would  be  wanting  for 
canal  purposes.  It  will  be  remarked  that  none  of  the  bonds  in  my  pos- 
session have  been  numbered  or  sold,  except  seven,  which  were  sold  and  re- 
covered by  Governor  Reynolds  as  before  stated. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  lay  this  communication  before  the  Legislature, 
in  order  that  they  may  determine  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  the 
bonds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARUN* 


Iiumn)  SEN-ATE.  aSrHAsBBMi 

i^ois.    S  (Is*  Smsiob. 


REDOUT 

OF  the' 

AVpiTOa  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 

In  regard  to  saline  lands  belonging  to  the  State. 


FEBRUARY  8,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table* 


Auditor's  Officb,  IixucoiSi 

Springfield,  February  8, 1843. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Spxaker 

<f  the  Senate, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  on  the  7fh 
day  of  February  inst,  viz: 

^^Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  Senate  the  whole  nuoiber  of  acres  of  saline  lands  originally  belong*, 
iog  to  the  State;  in  what  coontr  each  tract  of  said  saline  lands  was  situated; 
what  number  of  acres  had  been  donated  to  persons  or  counties,  and  to 
what  person  or  county;  what  number  of  acres  has  been  sold  for  cash, 
and  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  money  thus  realized;  who 
have  been  commissioners  of  saline  lands,  under  what  law  appointed,  and 
whether  any  of  said  commissioners  are  in  arrears  with  the  State  on  ac- 
count of  saline  lands,  and  if  so,  which  of  said  commissioners,  and  in  what 
amount.  Also,  whether  any  lessees  of  said  saline  lands  are  in  arrears  to 
the  State,  if  so,  who  are  so  in  arrears,  in  what  amount,  and  for  what 
length  of  time  they  have  been  in  arrears.'* 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  all  the  information  I  possess  in  rela- 
tion to  the  saline  lands  in  this  State  as  compiled  from  the  books  in  my 
office,  is  already  published  in  the  public  documents.  See  Senate  docu- 
ment December  1,  1840,  entitled  ^^Keport  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  requiring  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  Gallatin  and  other  salines." 

Also,  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Senate  for  further  particulars 
touching  their  resolution,  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Salines  and 
SaKne  Lands.    See  Senate  document  January  13,  1841. 

I  would  in  conclusion^state  that  since  theabove  reports  were  made  there 
has  not  been  any  thing  done  nor  paid  by  either  agents,  commissioners,  or 
lessees,  and  that  there  is  but  one  additional  lessee,  viz:  J.  Crenshaw,  from 
whom  there  is  due  the  State  from  December  2, 1840,  to  December,  184S, 
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tKe  sum  of  $400;  it  being  for  two  yean  of  leaieof  Grallatin  saliDes.  The 
Hon.  Win.  J.  Gatewood,  deceased,  was  appointed  commissieDer  for  the 
saline  lands  in  Gallatin  counts,  by  virtue  of  an  act,  approved  Febraa^ 
*Uf  I84I9  see  page  296  of  the  laws  of  I84I,  but  his  death  has  prevented 
any  returns  from  being  made  to  this  office. 

By  virtue  of  the  law  already  alluded  to,  the  Governor  has  power  to 
appoint  a  successor. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 

By  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SmELDS,  Auditor. 


IJMnoiat                                 senate:  (  IStr  A«Hi. 

lf»±_J  ■  '         }  In  Snnoib 


REPORT 

OP 

THE   TREASURER, 

On  the  subject  of  the  ten  per  cenL  revenue* 


FEBRUARY  11,  1843.^ 
Read  and  ]aid  on  the  table. 


Trbasurkr's  OmoBf  Illuiois, 

Springfield,  February  11,  1843^ 
To  the  Hon.  the  Presidbht 

of  the  Senate, 
Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknoTvledge  the  receipt  thii   morning  of  Hl- 
resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copj: 

^Resohed,  That  the  Treasurer  of  State  be  requested  to  report  to  tho 
Senate  at  an  early  daj  whether  or  not  the  ten  per  cent  of  reyenue^  cal* 
led  the  interest  fund,  raised  under  ^^An  act  to  provide  for  the  paymeDl  of^ 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,'*  approved  February  27,  1841,  or  aigr 
part  thereof,  has  been  paid  to  the  Fund  Gommismoner,  or  to  any  other. 
person;  and  if  to  any  one,  in  what  kind  of  funds  the  same  was  paid,  and 
and  at  what  time  it  was  so  paid." 

In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  there  has  been  collected  of  thefiuid 
tlladed  to,  up  to  February  1, 1843,  the  sum  of  $G6,203  46. 

There  have  been  warrants  drawn  upon  the  bank  (the  former  fiscal  agetl 

of  the  State,)  in  favor  of  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  on  m^ 

count  of  said  fund,  lor  the  following  amounts,  at  the  following  times: 

1842.  June  3,  the  sum  of        .  •  .  .        $24,000  Op 

•*      July  9,        **  .  .  .  •  11,500  00 

**        **  14,        •*  .  .  6,500  00 

^      Augustus,''  .  .  350  Oa 


Total,  •  ,  .  .       f  12.350  00 

Th«  bank  being,  at  the  time  said  warrants  were  drawn,  tho  place  of 
ttieir  payment,  the  Treasurer  ban  no  means  of  knowing  officially,  whether 
thcj  have  ever  been  presented,  or,  if  presented,  in  what  funds  ttiey  wove 
paid.    Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  CARPENTER,  Trtasurm. 
M 


U  (  ^ 
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COMMUNICATION 

FROM 

THE  GOVERNOR  AND  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

In  relation  to  the  burning  of  Staie  bonds^  4^. 


FEBtOVRY  Jl,  1843. 
Read  and  Inid  on  the  table. 


ExacirrnrB  Officb,  Illinois, 

Springfield^  Februarif  10,  1843. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Spkakbr 

of  the  SenalCf 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  passed  this  day,  re* 
questing  the  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Fund  Commissioner,  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  whether  the  whole  amount  of  bonds  and  other 
eflJences  of  indebtedness,  required  by  law  to  be  burned  in  the  presence 
of  the  General  Assembly,  were  actually  so  burned  and  destroyed,  &c.,  we 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  State  bonds  to  the  amount  of  one  million,  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  six  thousand  dollars  received  from  the  State  Bank,  and 
also,  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  seven  thousand,  five  hundred 
and  one  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents,  in  Auditor's  certificates,  surrendered  by 
the  bank,  that  being  the  whole  amount  required  by  law  to  be  burned  by 
thcGpvernor,  were  actually  burned  and  destroyed  in  front  of  the  State 
House  on  the  9th  inst.  The  numbers  and  descriptions  of  said  bonds  and 
other  indebtedness  have  been  registered  in  the  Secretary'ii  office,  and  are 
now  open  to  Ihe  inspection  of  any  member  of  the  Senate.  We  have 
learned  that  the  Fund  Commissioner,  soon  after  the  burning  of  bonds 
above  alluded  to,  also  burned  a  large  quantity  of  bonds,  and  as  we  do  not 
know  the  number,  amount  or  descriptiom  of  the  bonds  burned  by  him, 
we  refer  to  him  for  information  on  that  subject 

THOMAS  FORD. 
LYMAN  TRUMBULU 
N.  B.  I  have  heard  that  one  coupon  of  930,  of  the  description  order- 
ed to  be  burned,  has  been  found  unconsumed. 

THOMAS  FORa 


y  M.      ■         nf  ■ 


luamt  SENATE.  i  13niA«aif, 
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REPORT 
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COMMITTEE  ON   THE  PENITENTIARY, 


In r^^nl  I0  cwmpUnti  whickhad  been  made  innUUi^m  to  ike  fnatmgemmii 

efike  JPenUetUiary* 


FEBRUARY  21,  1843. 
Read,  and  Yaid  on  tb«  (able. 


Uk.  Smith,  from  the  committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  to  whieh  wa* 
referred  a  certain  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois* 
together  with  the  proceedings  of  a  (ynhlic  meetiiij;  held  in  the  city  of 
Alton  in  relation  to  the  penitentiary,  sabmit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  hare  had  the  matter  referred  to  them  under  considera- 
tion, and  have  besto^iv^d  upon  the  sohject  that  attention  and  examination 
which  its  importance  seemed  to  demand.  The  concloiBioHS  of  your  commit- 
tee are,  that  the  complaints  which  have  been  made  in  regard  to  the  man- 
i|ement  of  the  affairs  of  the  prison,  and  the  manner  of  working  the  con- 
victs therein  confined,  are  not  without  foundation;  but  that  under  existing 
circumstances  your  committee  will  be*  able  to  devise  a  plan  which  will  d6 
away  with  all  objections,  may  well  be  doubted;  or  that  Ihe  Legislature  can 
enact  any  law  that  wiH  be  calculated  to  meet  Orrery  eancrgencyin  the  coo- 
docting  of  sncfa  an  institution,  is  not  to  be  expected^  but  at  the  tame  time 
your  commitCee  are  fully  persuaded  that  changes  may  be  effected,  which 
will  remove  many  of' the  olijectioBd  whk^b  are  made  against  the  present 
mode  of  working  the  convicts  and  conducting  the  affairs  of  said  penited- 
tiary,  and  which  seeme  to  be  indispensably  necessary. 

In  regard  to  the  deficiency  of  cells^  your  conmiittee  would  remark  that 
fW>m  the  report  of  the  inspectors  made  to  the  present  General  Assembiyt 
it  appears  tnat  there  are  not  cells  fbr  one^half  -of  the  convicts  confined  in 
the  prison  at  the  present  time,  that  two  are  put  together  into  eaeh  oeHf 
and  which  were  constructed  for  the  aeeontmodattotf  of  one  only,  the  re- 
tnaind^r,  consisting  of  twenty  orntore,  are  confined  in  a  mass  in  the  cel- 
litf  of  the  prison.'  The  committee  are  not  able  to  divine  any  way  t« 
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remedy  this  serious  and  formidable  difficuliy,  butbyau  appropriation  that 
will  enable  the  inspectors  to  erect  and  prepare  the  requisite  number  of 
cells,  for  securing  the  convicts  that  may  be  sentenced  to  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary.  It  certainly  ^aiinfeed  lid  argument  from  the  committee 
to  convince  the  Senate  that  such  an  appropriation  is  imperiously  deman- 
ded. That  to  expect  to  be  able  to  keep  so  large  a  number  of  convicts  at 
will  most  probably  be  sent  there  befpre  another  session  of  the  Legislature 
shall  take  place,  without  a  more  safe  place  for  their  confinement  than  the 
cellar  of  the  prison  or  warden^s  house,  is  \  erfectly  fallacious,  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  depraved  and  ferocious  character  of  tb^se  coiivipts,  with 
such  vieSdHs  Habits  as  they  have  acqu'rred,  reiidy  at  any^m6bien\  td  do  any 
act  by  which  they  can  reuain  that  liberty  which  they  once  enjoyed,  and 
which  has  been  forfeited  by  the  commission  of  heinous  crimes.  Your 
tommUtee  cantoot  bort  c^me  to'ttve  eoncluvioh  that  thfa  i^egirfaturc  will 
not  be  justified  in  permitting  BU^h  as(^o  bf' things  to  continue.  An  ap- 
propriation  must  be  made  to  erect  more  cells,  or  the  mode  of  punishing 
Ofifenders  must  be  changed.  Under  the  present  laws  providing  for  the 
punishment  of  criminals  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  almost 
vtll  oflTences,  there  will  be  in  ^  short  period  such  numbers  sent  there  as  to 
endanger  the  lives  of  the  officers  ^md  guards,  and  render  their  safety 
hopeless.  Your  committee  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that 
an  appropriation  of  $5,C00  be  immediately  n)ade  for  the  erection  of  ad- 
<)iiional  cells  and  the  exlensiOD^  c(  the  penitentiary. 

Thcofojects  of  the  penitentiary  system  are  understood  to  be  two*fold: 
the  reform  of  the  oflender  and  the  safety  of  society ;,  but  under  such  a  state 
of  things  as  appears  to  oj^ist  in  our  penitential y,  neither  can  be  reasonably 
expected.  A  very  large  portion  of  the  convicts  sent  to  our  penitentiary 
arc  in  a  short  time  let  loose  agpin  upon  society.  By  the  report  of  the 
inspectors,  we  find  that  during  the  two  last  years,  nhiety-nine  convicts 
were  discharged  from  their  oonfinement,  ha:ving  served  out  the  time  for 
which  they  were  aenteneed,  or  having  received  a  pardon  by  the  olemency 
of  the  executive«  It  tmist  therefore  be  apparent  to  every  one,  that  ua^ 
less  there,  is  a  reform  wrought  in  ibe  convict  there  can  be  no  protectioa 
t^  society,  for  we  may  be  assured  that  the  penitentiary  will  be  to  the  con^ 
vict,  either  a  school  of  reform  or  one  of  vice  and  imiquity,  and  if  of  tb# 
latter,  the  discharged  convict  eatero  again  into  society  a  much  more  dan- 
gerous man  than  when  sentMieed  to  the  penitentiary;  having  been  school- 
ed in  vice  and  iniquity  by  the  free  intercourse  ho  has  had  with  other 
crimiMls  while  in  confinement;  and  such  results  can  only  be  prevented 
by  having  separate  cells  for  each  convict,  and  all  conversajfcion  between 
theta,  except  in  relation  to  their  labor,  be  strictly  forbidden,  andf  if  poss^ 
ble,  wholly  prevented* 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Legisla- 
ture la  mak<  such  laws  as  will  remedy  one  evil  whiqb  has  been  tolerated, 
,#r  sttfiered  to  be  practised  to s^me  extent,  and  which. has  been  complaia- 
-ed  ef,  aad  very  justly  too,  by  those  residing  in  the  viciaity  of  the  prison, 
Chat  18,  the  practice  of  taking  out  the  convicts  from  the  prison,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  any  and  every  situation,  where  the  greatest  profits  could  be  re- 
alized by  the  l<}S8ce;  such  a  practice  is  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee 
Jn  yiolaiion  of  law  and  the  sentence  of  the  courts;  which  directs  ^Hhat 
the  convicts  be  imprisoned,  restrained,  and  employed  in  and  within  the 
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precincts  of  the  penitentiary,''  any  further  violations  shoold  be 'punished 
by  heavy  penalties  being  inflicted  on  the  violator. 

The  complaint  that  the  convict  labor  conflicts  with  the  free  labor  of  the 
mechanics  in  the  country  round  and  about  the  penitentiary,  is  one  that  is 
entitled  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  and  if  the  evil  could 
be  remedied  by  any  legislative  act  without  doing  injustice  to  the  present 
lessee,  your  committee  feel  assured  that  the  evil  complained  of  would  be 
speedily  removed;  but  your  committee  having  received  such  legal  advice 
as  was  within  their  reach,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  leasing  of 
the  penitentiary  in  June  last,  was  authorized  by  the  law,  and  cannot  be  set 
aside  or  annulled,  unless  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  lease  have  been  vio* 
lated  by  the  lessee  or  on  proof  being  made,  that  fraud  was  practised  at 
the  letting  thereof* 

The  practice  which  has  heretofore  prevailed  in  most  penitentiaries,  of 
using  the  lash  in  the  infliction  of  punishment  of  convicts,  is  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee  seldom  if  ever  necessary,  other  modes  of  punishment 
have  been  found,  on  trial  being  made,  to  be  more  effective,  in  many  of  the 
prisons  in  the  United  States. 

The  following  remarks  of  A.  McDuffie,  keeper  of  the  Sing  Sing  peni- 
tentiary, in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  worthy  of  consideration.  He  saysi 

^I  am  fully  aware  that  most  of  the  convicts  are  of  the  most  abandoned 
character,  and  that  some  of  them  require  very  severe  restrictions  to  keep 
them  insubordination;  biit  there  is  a  chord  even  in  the  most  cornipt 
heart,  that  vibrates  to  kindness  and  a  sense  of  justice;  which  knows  when 
it  has  been  rightly  dealt  with.  By  the  mode  of  punishment  which  is  re* 
sorted  to  in  the  infliction  of  chastisement  upon  convicts,  they  are  aroused 
to  hatred  and  flendish  revenge.  I  And  that  by  mild  treatment  and  Mtioo- 
al  punishment,  the  convicts  behave  in  a  more  discreet  and  uniform  man* 
ner,  ani  accomplish  more  work.'' 

The  keeper  of  the  Maine  penitentiary  says:  ^'That  a  gentle  reprimand 
for  misbehaviour,  has  proved  to  be  far  more  salutary  than  severe  punish^ 
meats.'*  And  the  foregoing  statements  are  fully  substantiated  by  the  re* 
port  of  many  others,  who  have  had  the  charge  and  custody  of  penitential 
ries  and  of  convicted  felons.  Your  committtee  would  therefore  recom- 
mend that  whipping  be  entirely  prohibited  by  law,  and  that  more  ration* 
al  punishment  be  substituted  in  lieu  thereof. 
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Mr   DouoHBRTY,  from  the  joint  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Oliarles  Macali^ter  of  New* York , 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  and  enquired  into  the  facts  referred 
to  their  consideration,  with  the  means  within  their  reach,  with  a  view 
solely  to  arrive  at  truth,  and  do  strict  justice  to  the  parties  concerned. 
During  the  investigation  of  this  matter,  loth  the  Fund  Commisf^ioner  and 
Mr.  Macalister  have  been  before  the  committee,  and  both  have  beea 
•Worn.  They  have  also  produced  letters,  affidavits,  and^olher  exhibits, 
before  the  committee,  much  of  which  testimony,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
csi^e,  was  received,  and  that  weight  only  given  which  their  judgment  di- 
rected should  be  given  to  it.  In  the  memorial  referred  to  them,  the  me- 
morialist states,  that  *'C.  M^calistrr  and  H.  G.  Stebbins,  in  the  year, 
1841,  while  doing  business  under  the  firm  of  Macalister  dt  Stebbins,  on 
the  17th  day  of  June  of  that  year,  entered  into  a  contract  with  John  D. 
Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner  of  Illinois,  by  which  they  agreed  to  pro- 
care  and  advance  a  certain  sum  of  money  which  was  required  to  pay  the 
semi  annual  interest  due  by  said  State,  on  Ist  July  of  sanM^  year.  That 
the  amc  unt  necessary  for  that  purpose,  ^28(^,443  33,  was  procured  upoti 
certain  amount  of  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  interest  duly 
paid." 

The  Fund  Commissioner  rn  his  report  to  the  Legislature,  informed  os 
that  in  June,  1841,  he  made  an  agreement  with  the  firm  of  Macaiister  & 
Stebbins  to  hypothecate  with  them  interest  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  at  the 
rate  of  $400  per  bond,  or  forty  cents  to  the  dollar,  in  such  tunds  as 
WQuld  pay  the  interest  on  the  State  debts,  and  also  advances  which  had 
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been  previously  made  for  the  Slta'e  in  the  city  of  London.     He  also  states 
that  he  received  from  them  $'^6l,lM. 

In  these  two  statements  the  commit  toe  Ind  this  marked  diflcrenre, 
the  memorialists  making  the  amount  of  money  to  be  advanced  by  them 
solely  depend  upon  the  amount  of  interest  to  become  due  on  the  first  of 
July,  1841,  and  the  Fund  Commissioners  stating  the  contract  to  be  a  cer- 
tain per  cent,  to  wit:  forty  cents  on  the  dollar^or  $^00  on  che  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  reason  ofthisdiflference  in  the  statements  will  readily  appear 
by  a  statement  of  the  (acts  connected  with  this  unfortunate  transaction. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  amount  advanced  by  the  firm  to  the  State  did  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  $iHl,l51.  It  is  also  admitted  that  the  amount  of  bonds 
hypothecated  was  $804,000.  At  the  advance  contended  for  by  the  Fund 
Commis!<ioner,  the  State  would  have  received  tlie  sumof  $84t,i00,  leav- 
ing a  balance  due  the  State  of  Illinois,  yet  unpaid  by  the  memorialists  of 
the  sum  of  $60,450,  which,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  we  would  have 
a  right  to  demand  and  have  of  theai;  the  committee,  therefore,  directed 
their  attention  to  this  •liscrepan'^y,  and  fifid  that  exhibit  marked  (A.)  and 
herewith  submitted,  is  the  contract  re^erix^d  to  in  the  petition  of  the  me* 
morialist,  as  being  entered  into  with  John  I).  Whiteside,  Fund  Com- 
missioner &C.,  by  reference  to  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  contra^^t 
entered  into  with  &c.  is  a  receipt  executed  alone  bv  Macalister  &  Steb- 
bins,  and  fivm  its  face  is  just  whi»t  the  Fund  ConiailiiiDQ^r  atated  in  Ims 
report  that  it  was,  a  receipt  to  be  cancelled  when  l\a  recovered  his  health. 
But  assuming  that  it  is  the  contract  between  the  parties  in  fulK  and  we 
find  that  it  sustains  the  Fund  0(un-nt?4siouer  in  his  stntem  nt  of  the  con- 
tract,  in  this,  that  the  firm  w.is  to  advance  to  him  four  hundred  dollars  on 
the  one  thousand  dollars.  The  words  of  this  instrument  are  *^  we  agree 
iip  procure  and  advance  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  thous- 
and dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  due  on  tfie  bonds,  &c^'' 
Itere  is  the  sum  Axed  and  determined,  and  is  less  six  hundred  dollars  only 
than  the  per  cent  agreed  upon  as  sta'.cd  hy  the  Fund  Commissioner. 
And  again:  ou  the  2*2d  June,  I84|,  the  firm  of  Macalister  &  Stebbius 
procured  on  depoiite  thirty  other  bonds  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  and 
in  their  receipt  of  that  date,  herewiUi  submitted  and  marked  (B  ,)  they 
a^^ree  that  in  case  they  have  to  .uivnuce  more  money  than  the  sum  men- 
lioned  in  their  receipt  of  the  17ih  instant,  (being  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty -one  thou*<and  dollars,  ia  order  to  settle  the  interest  on 
the  State  debt,  due  by  s^iid  ^tate  in  July,  proxinio,  and  the  balance  due 
Messrs.  Magniao,  Smith  &  Co.  of  London,  ^^we  hereby  agree  to  advance 
on  said  bonds  in  the  same  ratio,  to  wit:  at  tlie  rate  of  forty  dollars  on  the 
hundred*''  Here  theo  we  have  an  acknowledgment  that  they  are  to  ad- 
vance the  State  four  hu.id  red  dollars  on  each  thousand  dollars  of  the 
ci;{ht  huadred  ,and  foar  boud^  hypithecated  on  the  17th  June,  1S41, 
which  would  mukc  the  sumof  $*V2I,(>00.  A  sum  which  they  do  m»t  pre- 
tend that  they  everadvancsd  to  the  State,  and  if  they  were  required  to 
advance  more  than  that  sum,  ihey  would  advance  the  sum  of  twelve  thous- 
aivi  dollars  on  the  thirty  bon  is  therein  referred  to:  making  in  all  the  sum 
of  j|''U.i,600,  which  by  the  terms  of  their  contract,  as  admitted  by  their 
reoiiipc  of  the  2id  June,  they  were  li'ihle  to  advance  on  the  ani<Nint  of 
bonds  then  received,  which  exceeds  the  hi«ih'»<t  amount  they  pretend  to 
have  advanced   to  the  State,  to-wit,    ^*i61,130,  the  sum  of  ^71,450; 
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which  sum  the/  should  advance  to  the  State  on  that  contract  before  ihej 
can  justly  claim  of  her  one  cent.  So  far  as  this  branch  of  the  enquiry  is 
Concerned,  the  committee  find  ample  facts  to  st^taia  the  Fund  Commis- 
liuner  in  his  report  to  the  legislature  of  the  6th  February,  1843^  that  he 
hypothecated  the  bunds  viz:  eight  hundred  and  four  of  a  thousand  doi.. 
larscach,  and  was  to  receive  from  Macalister  &  Stebbins  three  hundred 
and  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  to  pav  interest  on  the  8tate  debts  and  adr 
vaoccs  which  had  been  made  for  the  State  in  London, and  that  ^he  instru- 
neDtxeferred  to  as  being  a  contract  dated  17th.  June^  184U  was  intea* 
ded  at  the  time  as  a  receipt,  with  an  understanding  that  the  contract 
was  to  be  written  out  when  he  recovered  his  healilu 

The  comtoittee  herewith  submit  exhibit  marked  (H.)  which  is  a  copy  of 
the  receipt  given  by  Macalister  and  Stebbins  to  Gen*  Whiteside,  while  he 
was  sick,  and  for  the  purpose  of  numbering  the  bonds,  as  will  appear  from 
ilsfuce.  Asa  reason  why  he  hypptbecated  bond^s,  be  has  furnished  the 
committee  with  exhibit  nuirked  (K)  and  herewith  submitted,  which  is  aa 
extract  fr^i  the  lettfer  of  the  Governor  to  him,  by  which  he  was  induced 
to  take  the  course  he  did,  contrary  to  his  own  convictions^  and  the  conn 
mittee  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  throughout,  (he  conduct  of  Gen^ 
Whiteside,  as  aaoiticer  of  this  State,  is  markt^d  by  his  ardent  devotion 
\f^  the  interests  of  Illinois,  and  although  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  law  conferred  >  no  power  on  him  to  hypothecate  bonds,  yet 
plitced  where  he  was,  with  the  anxiety  felt  by  him,  and  the  solicitations  of 
the  Governor  of  this  State,  a^  n*anifested  in  exhibit  marked  (I.,)  and  the 
importunity  of  ourdelegatioa  in  Congre-js,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  any 
citizen  of  Illinois,  taking  the  interest  in  the  character  of  the  State  he  docs, 
ivouU  have  acted  as  he  did  under  the  circumstances. 

The  memorialists  complain  that  the  advances  so  made  by  them  to  the 
State  wer/e  to  have  been  .reimbursed  within  six  ra<mths  from  the  time  of 
fhe  advance,  and  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
thousand  three  hundred  aod  thifty-three  dollars  thirty-three  cents, amount 
of  a  certain  protested  draft,  which  they  received  and  credited  to  the  State, 
theiradvancei  were  not  paid  within  the  six  months  stipulated; and  that  the 
uiability  of  the  Fund  Cotnniist^ioner  to  comply  with  his  engagement  ren- 
dered the  memorialists  unable  to  meet  theirs,  that  is  the  payment  of  the 
balance  due  the  State  to  be  advanced  by  them  on  the  bonds,  being  the 
•arnof  sixty; thousand  four  hundred,  and  fifty  dollars  due  the  State;  and 
tiu  complaint  is  what  the  State  is  to  receive. for  their  failure  to  pay  the 
Statethit  sum,  an  aocus.ition  against  the  Fund  Commissioner  that  he 
iailed  to  comply  with  his  contract.  By  reference  to  the  contract,  as  it  is 
thus  denominated  by  the  memorialists,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Fund  Com- 
miisioner  was  either  to  refund  the  money  received*  or  permit  the  bonds 
to  be  sold  for  what  they  should  bring  in  market  having  this  ^tero'itive  It 
^a:s  just  an  much  a  compliance  with  his  contract  to  permit  the  latter  as  it 
Would  have  been  to  do  the  former;  and  having  delivered  the  bonds  t0 
thein,the  only  condition  precedent  on  his  part  to  be  pe^foi^ned,  to  entitle 
him  to  the  receipt  of  the  three  hundrcl  and  twenty  one  thou^^^nd  dollars 
of  Maralis(er  &  Stebbins,  he  could  not  fail  so  as  to  put  the  State  in  default 
to  the  memorialists,  there  being  nothing  more  for  him  to  do,  to  entitle  him 
to  that  »9mount  of  money;  the  failure  i^f  therefore,  all  upon  the  part  of 
tlie  memorialists. 
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Again:  assuming  exhil'it  mark**d  (A.)  as  the  contract  relied  on  by  the 
memorialists,  it  will  be  Seen  that  among  other  provisions  not  conflicting 
with  it,  is  the  following:  "And  the  said  bonds  (8(14)  are  (o  be  held  by 
us,  under  direction  of  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Con^missioncr,  as  afore* 
said,  for  sale  at  not  less  than  seventy-fivo  per  cent.,  or  seven  hundred  ani 
fifty  dollars  for  each  bond  of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  at  such  higher  rate 
as  in  the  exercise  of  our  judgment  and  discretion,  and  under  the  direo 
tion  of  said  John  I).  Whiteside,  may  be  deemed  expedient  lor  the  inter* 
est  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  And  again,  in  the  receipt  it  is  stated  by  Ma- 
calister  &  Stebbins,  for  they  alone  have  executed  it,  "that  at  the  rate  of 
seventy-five  percent,  or  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  each  bond,  a^ 
aforesaid,  we  are  distinctly  authorized  and  empowered  at  any  time  prior 
to  the  maturity  of  said  loan,  to  sell  of  said  bonds  a  sufficient  number  to 
reimburse  ourselves,*'  &c.  It  is  not  denied  by  the  memorialists  that  they, 
without  the  direction  or  consent  of  John  D,  Whiteside,  did  dispose  of  all 
those  bonds  before  the  time  of  the  maturity  of  the  loan  or  advance,  but 
they  call  that  disposition  hypothecation,  and  say  that  the  firm  could  get 
them  back  by  going  to  those  who  hold  them,  and  buy  them  up.  That  might 
be  so;  but  for  the  State,  there  is  but  this  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  that  i^ 
this,  di<l  they  or  not  hold  the  boads  for  sale  at  sevcnty-five  per  cent.,  as 
the  lowest  price,  under  the  direction  of  the  Fund  Commissioners? — and  if 
not,  then  if  we  regard  the  transaction  as  a  sale  of  the  bonds  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Fun'^  Commissioner,  then  th6 
whole  amount  of  seventy-five  percent,  on  the  eight  hundred  and  four 
bonds,  being  the  sum  of  $603,(MiO,  less  their  advances  $261,450,  leaving 
a  balance  due  the  State  of  $341,550,  upon  the  hypothecation  of  the  17th 
June,  of  eight  hundred  and  four  bonds,  and  the  sum  of  $22,500  on  the 
hypothecation  of  the  22d  June,  of  thirty  bonds,  making  in  all  the  sum  of 
$3(14,050  due  the  State  of  Illinois  from  the  house  of  Macalister  and  Steb- 
bins. But  8up|>o8c  they  had  consulted  the  Fund  Commissioner  when  they 
hypothecated  the  bonds,  or  in  the  words  of  their  statement  of  the  con- 
tract, held  them  "under  the  direction  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,'*'  then 
at  the  expiration  of  the  six  months  stipulated,  by  giving  ten  days  notice, 
sell  so  matiy  bonds  as  would  reimburse  their  advances  &c.,  at  the  Mer- 
chant's Exchange  for  the  highest  price;  but  instead  of  this,  they  now  hoM 
in  thcirhands  and  under  their  contract,  in  market  some  where  in  this 
wide  world,  bonds  of  the  State  nearly  double  the  amount  of  the  claim 
thpy  prefer  against  the  State;  but  the  whole  of  the  eight  hundred  and  font 
bond*  were  by  them  hypothecated,  and  most  ol  them  sold,  and  if  we  are  to 
account  to  that  firm  for  their  advances,  otherwise  than  on  the  face  of  the 
bonds  themselves,  then  the  amount  they  received  upon  their  hypotheca- 
tions would  come  inttvihe  account  in  favor  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  The 
Stale  wouM  thus,  at  least,  have  a  balanced  laccuunt,  for  bonds  were  theit 
selling  in  market  for  forty-eight  cents  on  the  dollar,  and  it  is  not  remotely 
probable  that  they  would  hypothecate  them  at  less  than  thirty-five  cent! 
on  the  dollar,  which  would  give  us  the  sum  of  $273,400,  which,  so  far  as 
Macalister  &  Stebbins  are  concerned,  would  entitle  the  State  to  a  credit 
equal  at  least  to  all  of  their  advances.  This  <?taiement  leaves  out  of  view 
$7l,0tK)  bonds  which  they  procured  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  and 
have  unwarrnntahly,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  disposed  of  lor  their  own  benefit 
without  the  shadow  of  right  to  do  so.     From  the  Fund  Commissior.cf 
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thirty,  OQ  the  22d  June,  18 11*  which  were  to  be  held  on  account  of  the 
Faud  CoinmisiioQer,  aad  upoo  this  conditipo,  that  if  they* had  to  advance 
more  money  than  three  hundred  and  twenty -one  thousand  dollars,  tliey  then 
were  to  advance  forty  per  cent«  on  them,  and  hold  them  as  the  oilier 
^ht  hundred  and  toury  but  to  the  bonds  they- had  no  claim  or  right  what- 
ever, as  they  did  not  make  any  such  addiJ^ional  advances.    The   balance 
•f  the  seventy -one  thousand  dollars,  consists  of  forty -one  thousand  dollars 
in  bonds  left  by  Dr.  Barret,   former   Fund  Commissioner,  with  Nevins^ 
TowQseud  &  Co.  of  New  York,  on  depositCt  as   he  stated,  which    being 
defnaoded  by  John  D*    Whijieside,  as  successor  of  Dr.  Barret,  Nevinsy 
Townsend<&;  Co.  refused  to  deliver,  whereupon  iStebbins  proposed  to  get 
the  forty-one  bonds  and  deliver  them  to  the  Fund  Commissioner,  provi- 
ded he  woiiid  give  him  an  order  to  them  for  the  bonds,  which  was  accor- 
dingly done  for  that  purpo^  alone,  and  Macalister  &,  &tebbins  appropria- 
ted the  same  to  their  ov\rn  use,  as  additional  security  for  their  advances 
made  without  the  consent  of  the  Fund  Commissioner.     In  character  with 
this  transaction  is  one  with  Michael  Kennedyt  also  referred  to  this  com- 
QUttee,  arising  upon  a  petition  to  the  Legislaturet  stating  in  substance 
that  he  had  loaned  to  the  Fund  Commissioner  whUe  in  New  York,  the 
Mm  of  ^d,2l5  44,  which  sum  they  have  also  laid  their  hands  on,  and 
Q^led  it  by  these  comprehensive  terms, '^hypothecated  as  an  additional  se- 
curity,^' which  the  committee  are  led  to  believe  are  to  be  used  as  conveying 
the  idea  that  the  thing  so  situated  passes  from  the  rightful  owner  to  the 
fiu^ncier,  in  fee  simple  without  any  eouival^nt;  and  with  the  hope  of 
learning  all  the  facts  in  this  latter  item  of  the  account,  which  in  Macalister 
&Stebbins'  accountis  not  re;2,arded  as  a  credit  to  any  body,  the  committee 
called  for  persons  and  papers,  and  swore  the  parties,  Kennedy  and  White- 
lide.    Kennedy  swore  in  substance,  that  a  person  came  to  his  room  and 
requested  him  to  go  down  to  Stebbins^  room,  that  Whiteside  wished  to 
tee  him,  that  when  he  arrived  at  Stebbins'  room  he  was  met  by  White- 
lide,  who  asked  bim  if  he  had  any  State  bonds,  and  if  so,  what  amount. 
He  pulled  out.  the  bonds^and  scrip, iianded  it  to   Whiteside,  and  White- 
li^e  to  ^tebbins,  who  counted  the  scrip  and  bonds,  and  told  Kennedy  it 
«11  amounted  to  the  ^um  claio^d  by  him,  and  that  he,  Ktebbins^got  up  im* 
mediately  and- went  out  with  the  bonds  and  scrip,  and  remained  some  time, 
when  ne  returned  to  the  house  oroi&ce  of  xVIr.  Stebbins,  and  some  talk  was 
bad  beiwMii  Whiteside  andStebbins,  that^Mr.  Kennedy  believed  he  ought 
pot  to  hear^  and  he  left  the  rootqa*     That  he  called  on  Whiteside  in  a  lew 
day&,  and  demanded  a  receipt  of  hrm,  when  Whiteside  told  him  to  go  to 
Stebbins  and  gel  a  receipts    He  did  so  accordingly  and  holds  their  receipt 
tor  the  same.     Illinois  does  aat  hold  a  receipt  for  those  bonds,  nor  had  the 
Fund  Couuniasiouer  power  to  involve  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  purpose 
of  accommodating  persons.     Macalister  &  Stebbins  had  made  no  advance 
to  Kennedy  on  winch  they  could  pretend  that  they  had  lost  money,  and 
therefore  could*  not  with  the  aame  grace  declare  it  a  forfeiture  and  appro- 
priate it  as  such.    Kennedy  admits  that  Whiteside  never  made  a  contract 
with  him  for  these  bonds  and  scrip,  and  Whiteside  on  oath  says,  that  he 
never  consented  to  it,  that  he  had  in  his  hearing  refused  to  make  the  ad- 
vance, and  he  siill  wants  the  State  of  Illinois  to  pay  him,  and  take  Macal* 
ister  dD  Stebbins,  to  whom  we  might  look  in  vain.    Should  the  Legisla- 
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ture  stand  idly  b^  and  permit  outragea  and  TioIatioDs  of  the  rights  of  tho 
people  such  as  this,  qutetl v  to  be  eniicted,  and  aid  by  th(*ir  silence  the  ao* 
lors,  ihey  would  deserve  the  execration  of  the  people  of  Htinois. 

A  statement  of  the  account  of  Macalrster  and 'Stebbins^is' herewith  buIh 
mittcd,  (marked  D.)  It  will  be  seen  that  the  result  as  contemplated  hf 
them  is,  that  thej  have  pa!d  for  us  coupons  of  1st  July,  4841^  lo  the 
amount  ot  about  ^200,000,  for  which  they  have  received  and  converted 
in  bonds,  to  them  hypothecated  ...  <*$913,2t5  44 

Protested  draft  -  -  -  -  -  22^3  39 

Making  in  all  the  sum  of        -  -  -  .  $937,518  77 

From  which  sum  deduct  their  advances         -  -  ^96,443  33 


Leaving  the  sum  of  .  -  *  .  $651,105  44 

a  clear  loss  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  - 

With  these  facts  it  will  be  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  -^hat  course 
to  pursue,  and  the  committee  Only  add  in  conclusion,  that  with  regard  to 
the  ei^ht  hundred  and  four  bonds  hypothecated  with  Macalister  &  Steb* 
bins,  uiat  the  act  of  hypothecation  was  illegal  and  void,  and  the  posses** 
sion  of  the  bonds  by  present  holders  must  be  eaually  as  bad  as  theirs,  inas^ 
much  as  notice  was  given  before  any  public  sale  was  made  Ijy  Macalister 
&  Stebbins,  of  the  fact  that  Illinois  would  not  consider  hei^self  ^und  for 
the  payment  of  these  bonds.  The  act  of  the  Legislature,  under  and  by  vir- 
tuc  of  which  these  bonds  were  executed,  provides  (see  section  5.)  ^sa id 
bonds  shall  be  sold  by  the  Fund  Commissioner  for  the  best  price  they  will 
command,  and  the  proceeds  by  him  faithfully  applied  to  the  foregoing  ob- 
jects "  This  was  a  public  act,  and  those  who  hold  the  bonds  were  well 
aware  of  the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  they  m«ist  take  the  consequences, 
but  inasmuch  as  the  State  has  received  the  money,  it  would  be  no 
more  than  justice  that  whenever  these  bonds  shall  be  filed  and  can« 
celled  in  the  Secretary's  office,  that  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  issue  Audi* 
tor's  warrants  to  the  amount  of  the  money  actually  received,  in  sums  not 
less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  interest  thereon,  payable  semi-annual- 
ly until  paid,/>ro  rata^  to  the  persons  who  shall  depos«te  the  same»  and  have 
them  cancelled.  But  to  admit  that  we  arc  indebted  for  these  bonds  on  tba 
face  of  them  would  be  to  invite  frauds  upon  the  State.  They  therefore 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved^  That  the  State  of  Illinois  denies  the  right  of  the  Fond  Com^ 
missionerof  the  State  of  Illinois  to  hypothecate  bonds  under  ^nd  by  vir-* 
tue  of  existing  laws  of  this  State. 

Resolved^  That  the  State  of  Illinois  will  issue  Auditor^s  warrants,  pro 
rata^  to  the  persons  who  will  deposite  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
interest  bonds  of  this  State,  dated  1st  day  of  May«  1841,  and  numbering 
from  two  hundred  and  one  to  one  thousand  and  four,  so  soon  as  the  whole 
n'imber  shall  be  so  deposited,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  offerenper 
cent,,  for  the  amount  advanced  to  the  State  on  them,  that  sum  f>ein^ 
two  hundred  and  sixty-one  tliousand  dollars. 
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Mtmorial  of  Mofialifler  4*  Stebfntu  for  rditf* 

To  At  Ebnorable4he  Senate  and 

Hoiut  ^  Repraseniativts  (^  the  SUiU*  of  Illinois: 
The  memorial  of  C.  Macalister  and  H.  G.  ^tetibiDs  rpspectfullj  show- 
eth  that  in  the  year  1841  they  were  doing  business  in  New  Yorky  under 
the  firm  of  Alacaiisler  &  Stebbius.  and  that  on  the  \*7\\i  day  of  June  of 
that  year,  th«*y  entered  into  a  contract  with  John  IX  \1^'biteside9  Ksq^ 
FuMid  CommiMioner  of  Illini^Sf  by  which  they  agreed  to  procure  and  ad- 
Yiuice  a  certain  fum  of  m^^ey^  uhich  was  irquiredto  pay  the  scmi-on- 
Bual  interest  due  by  said  State  on  Ist  July,  of  same  year,  that  the  Hmcunt 
Beceasary  for  that  purpoee,  $j2i>(^443  33,  ^as  procured  upon  a  certain 
amount  of  bonds  ot  the  State  ^i  Ihinois,  and  the  interest  duly  paid. 

The  memorialists  further,  represent  that  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  $356,443  33,  wm  to  have  been  repaid  oo  the  1  r  th  of  De- 
cember^ 1841,  but  was  not  then  paid,  and  the  only  payment  that  w.is  made 
on  account  of  the  same,  was  one  on  the  \Hh  October,  1841,  of  $24«882  50, 
being  the  amount  of  a  proteited  bill  for  £5^)00  (terling,  which  had  been 
sent  them  for  collection,  thcU  the  inability  of  the  Fund  Commissioner  to 
eomply  with  his  engagement,  rendered  your  memorialists  unable  to  mce| 
theirs,  that  in  order  to  comply  with  their  contract  with  the  State,  they  ad- 
vanced nearly  one  hundred  thouiand  (iollars  of  their  own  funds,  which 
amount  they  are  now  laying  out  of,  and  are  still  involved  in  heavy  pecu- 
niary liaUlitiea  for  account  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Your  memorialists  have  fHirposely  refrained  from  setting  forth  all  the 
details  of  this  case^  preftumiog  the  subject  will  be  referred  to  a  committee, 
to  whom  they  will  be  happy  to  communicate  them,  and  your  petitioners 
reapcctlolly  and  earnestly  ask  of  your  honorable  bodies,.such  relief  as  the 
equity  and  justice  of  the  case  may  require,  by  making  provision  for  the 
re^payment  of  their  advancefs  upon  the  delivery  by  them  of  the  amount 
of  securities  pledged  by  the  Fund  Commissioner.   , 

C ,  M  ACALKSTER,  for  self  and 
H.  G-  STEBBINS, 


(A.) 

Agreement  between  Macalister  Sp  Stebbins  and  John  D.  WAiteside^  Fund 

Commissioner. 

Nbw  York,  June  17,  1841. 
Heceivcdof  John !)•  Whiteside,  Esq.,  Fund  Commissioner  of  Illinois, 
eight  hundred  and  four  Illinois  State  bonds  of  f  ICMM)  each,  dated  May  1, 
1641,  and  numbered  from  two  hundred  and  one  to  one  thousand  and  four, 
inclusive,  the  principal  payable  after  the  year  1865,  and  the  interest  haif 
yearly  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  both  of  which  are  nmde 
payable  at  the  agency  of  said  State  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  upon 
which  bonds,  at  cbliateral,  we  agree  to  procure  and  advance  the  sum  of 
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1^321,000.  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  due  on  the  bonds  issued 
by  the  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1841,  to  be  appropri- 
ated and  paid  as  may  be  directed  by  the  said  J*  O.  xVhiteside,  Fund  Comi 
inissioner,  as  aforesaid,  and  *the  said  bonds  are  to  be  heid  by  us  under  the 
direction  of  John  D*  Whiteside,  Fund  Uommissioaer,  as  storesaid,  for 
sale  at  not  \esi  than  seventy-five  per  cent.,  or  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  tor  each  bond  of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  at  such  higher  rate  as  in 
the  exercise  of  our  judgment  and  discretion,  and  under  the  direction  of 
said  J.  U.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  may  be  deemed 
expedient  for  the  interest  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  it  being  uodcrBtood  thai 
under  no  circumstances  is  the  advances  hereby  guaranteed  to  be  made  for 
a  longer  period  than  six  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time^  uofest 
sooner  reimbursed,  we  are  hereby  authorized  by  the  said  John  D.  White* 
side.  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  to  sell  or  cause  to  be  sold  at  public 
auction,  at  the  Merchant's  Exchange  in  the  city  of  New  York,  (ten  days 
previous  notice  of  said  sale,  being  given  in  at  least  one  of  the  daily  news* 
papers  in  the  city  of  New  York,  aforesaid,)  so  many  of  the  said  bonds  as 
may  be  necessary  to  reimburse  the  advances  made  thereon,  together  with 
.costs  and  charges  ^thereon  accruing*  It  is  further  expressly  understood, 
that  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  per  cent*,  or  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
for  each  bond  as  aforesaid,  we  are  distinctly  authorized  and  empowered 
at  any  time  prior  to  the  maturity  of  said  loan,  to  sell  of  said  bonds  a  suf* 
ficient  number  to  reimburse  our  advances  under  the  agreiement,  together 
with  such  sums  of  interest  as  may  have  been  paid  by  us  thereon,  a^  well 
as  such  fair  and  'equitable  considemtion  for  our  services  as  may  be  mutual- 
ly satisfactory,  or  as  shall  be  determined  by  custom  and  experience  in  simr 
ilar  transactions.  And  we  further  agree,  when  our  charges  and  advances* 
as  aforesaid,  are  fully  reimbursed  to  us,  to  return  to,  or  hold  subject  to  tho 
order  of  the  said  John  D*  Whiteside,  Fimd  Oommissioner,  as  aforesaid, 
any  surplus  of  bonds  which  may  renjain  in  our  hands  under  the  agreement* 
It  is  also  understood,  that  the  rate  of  interest  which  we  are  to  pay  or  ren* 
der  an  account  of  to  the  Commissioner,  is  not  to  exceed  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

(Signed)  MACALISTER  &  STEBBINS. 


Witness,  John  Tilson,  jr. 


(B.) 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Macalister  and  Stebbins  to  John  D.  Whitesidef  Fund 

Commissioner* 

Nbw  York,  Nowmber  11,  1842. 
.     Sir:  On  the  I7th  June,  1811,  we  advanced  ibc  State  of  Illinois,  $286,- 
443  33,  upm  terms  set  forth  in  a  contract  of  that  dale* 

On  the  9th  October,  we  received  the  j^roceeda  of  a  JC5.0001  bill  which 
was  protested  in  London  and  credited  the  Stale,  $'34,882  50. 

The    securites   held  for    the    advances,  wlere    in    addition   to    the 
804  bonds  of  $1,0()0,  each  referred   to  in   contract: 
30      **  1,000,  of  1870/ 

12      *•  1,000, 

26,215  44  scrip. 
41,000         *• 
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The  four  latt  items  recehred  snbseqiieatljr  to   the  execution  of  the  ' 
contract. 

In  FebrMry  last^  you  were  furnished  with  an  Account  up  to  the  first  of 
that  mouth  showing  a  balance  in  our  favor  of  $230,119  GO.  This  bal- 
aocewas  doe  after  crediting  sales-  which  had  been  made  of  ^31/)00 
bonds  by  parties  holdiog  them  under  circumstances  with  which  you 
are  well  acquainted.  In  order  to  hrlngour  accounts  to  an  amicable  un- 
derstaading,  and  in  the  way  for  future  adjustment,  we  make  you  the  fol* 
lowing  proposition,  viz: 

To  extend  the  contract  of  June  n?  1841,  for  twelve  months  from  the 
date,  the  State  of  Illinois  agreeing  to  pay  us  the.  balance  of  account, 
which  may  be  due  us  upon  settlement  of  our  account,  and  we  agreeing  to 
return  her  an  equal  amount  of  her  own  hpnds  and  scrip  to.  that  hypothe*.  • 
cated  for  the  cecurity  of  the  contract,  or  we  will  adjust  the  amount  as 
pers^tement  of  February  1,  giving  her  the  ^dvcmtage  of  the  sale  of 
three  hundred  ai>d  thirty-one  bonds,  which  were  at  a  considerable  ad- 
vacce  over  the  present  prices,  and  to  extend,  the  balance  for  twelve 
iponths  upon  the  terms  set  forth  in  the  previous  proposition.  This  propo- 
sition  we  consider  so  liberal,  that  webannot  but  tbiuK  you  will  readily  em- 
brace it  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  us  to  recur  to  the  disastrous  effects 
that  the  failure  of  the  State  to  meet  its  contract  with  us,  has  had  upon 
our  affairs,  in  compeinng  us  to  suspend  payment,  which  occasioned  sacri* 
fices  of  our  pr3perty  to  a  calamitous  extent.  . 
We  are  respectfully  yours, 

C.  MACALISTEB,  for  self,  a^i 
H.  G.  StEBBINS: 
To  John  D.  WlmrrEslDS,  Esq.  Fund  Commissioner. 


Copy  of  a  receipt  for  thirtji  borjds, 

'  ,New  York,  4une  22,  1841, 
Received  from  John  D>.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner  of  Illinois,  thirty 
Illinois  six  percent,  bonds  pay  able  in  1 870,  and  numbered  three  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  to  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
inclusive,  interest  semi-annually  on  the  first  Mondays  in  January  and 
July,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  heTd  by  iis  for  account  of  said  John  D« 
Whiteside,  as  Fund  Commissioner  aforesaid,  but  in  law  it  becomes  neqes- 
lary  to  pay  more  money  for  account  of  the  said  State  6f  ^linois,  tliail  the' 
amount  named  in  our  reoeipt  to  him  of  the  17th  inst.,  in  order  to  settle 
the  interest  on  the  State  debt  due  by  said  Rtate  in  July  proximo,  and  the 
balance  due  Messrs.  Magniac  Smith  6l  Co.  of  London,  we  hereby  a^ee 
to  advance  on  said  bonds  in  same  ratio,  to  wit:  At  the  rate  of  forty /Hol- 
lars on  the '  hundred,  and  in  such  case  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  as 
Fund  Commissioner,  is  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  substituting  other  Uli- 
Bots  State  bonds,  payable  in  1885^  of  the  same  description  as  those  depoe* 
ited  with  us  on  the  17th  inst,  and  which  when  def>osite(i  may  be  subject 
N  '  .1 
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€ount,«and  the  balance  to  the  principal,  and  that  the  tax  shall  hereafter 
be  annually  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  said  account,  and  that  upon 
the  receipt  oi  any  money  or  of  new  bonds,  which  the  Legislature  may  au- 
thorize the  Governor  to  issue,  predicated  upon  the  receipt  of  said 
lax,  we  shall  be  required  to  deliver  such  proportionate  amount  of  said 
securities,  as  the  payment  or  issues  of  new  bonds  will  entitle  the  State 
lo  receive. 

Or,  we  will  credit  the  (State  all  the' bonds  which  have  been  sold,  viz:  five 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  and  producing  $89,$7 7  24,  and  leaving  $171,* 
683  59  of  principal  due,  and  deliver  within  four  months  from  this  date, 
three  hundred  and  eleven  bonds,  and  $07,215  44  scrip,  now  in  the 
bands  of  J.  Holford,  Esq.,  receiving  in  payment  the  amount  collected  from 
the  tax  of  February  27,  1841,  and  new  obligations  for  the  balance,  at 
•ne,  two,  and  three  years,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  receipts  of  aforesaid  tax. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  MACALISTER,  for  self,  and 
H.  G.  STEBB1W8. 
To  Messrs.  Dougherty,  Smith,  Murphy,  Weatherford,  and  Davis,  joint 
committee. 


(F.) 

Blank  copy  of  Bond* 
f 

United  States  of  America. 
|1,000.  State  of  minoU.  |,1000. 

No.- Interest  six  per  cent  No. 

For  which  the  faith  of  the  State,  and  a  tax  of  ten  cents  on  each  one  hun« 
dred  dollars  worth  of  property,  b  pledged. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents^  that  Uiere  is  due  from  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, to  or  bearer,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly, 
on  the  first  Mondays  of  January  and  July,  at  the  Agency  of  the  State  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  presentation  and  surrender  of  the  annexed 
warrant. 

The  principal  is  reimbursable  at  said  Agency,  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  after  the  year  1865,  for  the  performance  of  which  the 
faith  of  the  State,  and  a  tax  of  ten  cents  oh  each  one  hundred  dollars 
worth  of  all  the  property  of  the  State,  is  irrevocably  pledged,  agreeably 
to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of 
internal  improvements,  approved  February  27,  1837,  and  other  acts  on 
the-same  siri)ject,  approved  February  1, 1840,  and  February,  27, 1841. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  hat 
[b*  8.}    hereunto  signed  these  presents,  and  caused  the  great  seal  of 
State  to  be  affixed,  at  Springfield,  the  seat  of  Goveroment  of 
said  State,  the  1st  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1841. 

THOMAS  CARLIN, 
Govetnor  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 


I 
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(G.) 
Macalister  4*  Siebbins^  Statement. 


n 


The  State  of  Illinois,  ^ 

Iq  account  with  Macalistbr  Ac  Stbbbucb* 
Juno  17, 1841,  To  cash  deposited  in  United  States  Bank,  »' 

by  order  of  John  D*  Whiteside,  >  • 

Fund  Commissioner,    ..  •     |^16Si,000  QO 

«*  '*  deposited  in  Pbooenix  Bank,      •  6,030  08 

"  ^  paid  Tappan  &  Redmond,  per  their 

"  bills  for  £5,000  on  Molynear  i' 

Witherby  &  Co,   at  9*    pre*  * 

mium,  •  •  *         24,333  33 

*•  paid  Holfred,  Brancker  &  Co.  for 

three  bilb  on  Messrs.  Holfred  &  i 

Co,.  London,  £19,200,  at  lOi 

premium,         •  .  •         94,080  00 


u 


Oct  9,  1841,  By  cash  received  per  Tappan  &  Redmond's 

bill  for  £5,000,  returned  protested,  $24,333  33 

Charges  and  interest  on  the  tame,         549  17 


;,443  33 


24,882  50 
$261,560  83 


Balance  of  account  due  Macalister  &  Stebbins,  with  interest  at  sevetf* 

percent,  until  paid  $261,560  83,  and  with  such  fair  and  equitable   con-* 

■deration  for  our  services  as  may  be  mutually  satisfactory,  or  as  shall  be 

determined  by  custom  and  experience  in  similar  transactions. 

The  securities  hypothecated  with  us  are  as  follows:  ' 

1804  bonds  of  1865  $1,000  each,        .  .  •      $804,000  00> 

30        **      1870         »*        44  .       .     ,  .  30,000  00- 

J  12        *•        •*  44        u  ...  12,000  00* 

(26,215.44  scrip, 26,215  44' 

41,000  *'     received  of  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.        41,000  00 


Total  amount  of  secmities,  •  •  .      $913,215  44 ' 

Of  which  M.  Kennedy  claims,  •  •  .  38,215  44 ' 

$875,000  00: 


We  have  always  regarded  the  securities  now  claimed  by  M.  Kennedy^ 
as  having  been  received  as  the^  property  of  the  State.  I  have  deduc* 
ted  them  here  that  the  committee  may  see  the  amount  about  which  there 
is  no  dispute.  The  items  in  the  account  are  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
charges  in  the  account  current  rendered  the  Fund  Commissioner  on  the 
15th  February,  1842,  to  Governor  Carlin  on  the  12th  March,  and  again 
tO  the  Fund  Commissioner  on  the  11th  November. 


fl98j        *  14 

^'  (H.) 

Copy  of  a  receipt  from  Macalister  4*  Slebbins  to  John  D.   Whiteside^  Fund 

CommiBsioner* 

New- York,  June  16,  184U 
Received  of  John  D*  Whiteside,  Esq.,  Fund  Commissioner  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  eight  hundred  and  four  bonds  of  said  State,  each  of  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  amounting  in  all  to  eight  hundred  and  four  thous« 
tod  dollars^ payable  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
five,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  payable  half 
yearly  within  the  city  of  New- York,  for  the  purpose  of  loaning  upon 
•aid  bonds  as  collateral,  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  interest  of  said 
State  due  in  July,  1841. 

(Signed)  MACALISTER  &  STEBBINS. 

Said  bonds  to  be  numbered  from  two  hundred  and  one  upwards,  and  the 
July  coupons  to  be  cut  off  and  returned  you* 


(I.) 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gaoernor  Carlin  to  J.  £K  Whiteside^  Ftmd  Com- 

missioneTf  dated 

QuiNCY,  Mai/  22,  1841. 

,  ^You  informed  me  in  your  letter  of  the  16th  of  April  last,  that  our 
State  bonds  were  then  selling  in  New  York,  at  forty  eight  to  fifty  cents, 
iMid  you  say  that  the  like  sales  of  the  one  thousand  bonds  sent  to  roe  for  ex- 
ecution, would  be  too  disastrous  to  be  tolerated  by  Illinois.  In  this  opiD<- 
ion  I  fully  aecord  with  you,  but  it  would  not  be  my  province  to  say  to  y6u 
how  great  a  sacrifice  would  be  advisable  to  make,  rather  than  fail  in  ma« 
king  the  July  interest.  A  solution  of  that  question  would  naturally  bring 
op  the  enquiry,  whether  a  recognition  of  the  sale  of  her  bonds  at  forty- 
eight  cents  by  the.  State,  would  not  prove  more  destructive  to  her  interest 
and  ultimate  credit,  than  to  suffer  a  total  failure  of  the  payment  of  interest 
ia  July  and  January  next.  ^ 

I  In  view  of  our  vast-debt,  such  policy  does  appear  to  mymind  to  be  loo 
suicidal  to  be  for  one  moment  thought  of.  Cannot  something  else  be 
d^net  Will  not  those  companies  and  banks  which  are  largely  interested 
iamantaiaing  the  credit  of  Illinois  stocks,  lend  us  aid  in  the  pref>ent 
emergency,  by  advancing  money  on  the  hypothecation  of  bonds  at  half 
p|ice,or  at  any  price.  I  feel  assured  that  if  we  could  get  through  the  two 
next  payments  of  our  interest,  that  the  next  Legislature  would  resort  to  di- 
rect taxation  for  that  purpose,  as  they  must  be  convinced  that  no  other  ' 
policy  can  be  adopted  with  any  hope  of  success." 


luwon )                              SENATE.  51^  Awim. 
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MESS^.G.E 
THE   GOVEItlSfOll, 

Enclosing  the  resignalion  of  the  AudUot  0/  Pubtic  Accounts. 


FEBRUARY  7,  184d« 
Head  aod  laid  on  the  tablc!* 


Executive  Department* 
SpHngJidd,  Febmofy  27, 1843. 
To  the  HonorcAle  the  Senate: 

I  have  the  honor'to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  enclosed  resignation  of 
James  Shields,  Esq.  of  the  office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

THOMAS  FORD. 


SpRiNOFiBLDy  February  1843. 
lo  His  Excellency^  Thomas  Ford,  Oovemor  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  resignation  as  Auditior  of  Public' 
Accounts,  to  take  effect  so  soon  as  the  present  General  Assembly  may  find 
it  convenient  to  appoint  another.  I  have  purposely  postponed  this  mat** 
ter  until  now,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  which  might  otherwise  result  to* 
the  public  from  the  appointment  of  an  individual  unacquainted,  perhaps^ 
with  the  duties  of  the  office  at  a  time  when  owing  to  the  session  of  tne 
Legislature,  these  duties  are  necessarily  intricate  and  laborious.  This  la-' 
bor  I  have  cheerfully  performed,  and  I  think  I  can  venture  to  say  fiirther,> 
that,  since  my  first  appointment  to  the  trust  which  I  am  now  about  to  re* 
sign,  I  have  bent  the  energies  of  my  mind  to  the  advancement  of  such 
measures  as  I  considered  essential  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  my: 
adopted  State.  It  is  true  that,  in  prosecuting  these  measures,!  have  found 
it  necessary  on  more  than  one  occasion  to  pursue  a  course  of  policy,  in  re- 
lation to  the  revenue  and  the  banks,  which  created  at  the  time  amongut: 
timid  minds  some  temporary  excitement,  but  such  a  course  was  absolute* 
ly  necessary  to  prevent  a  vicious  currency  from  being  fastened  upon  the 
people  for  years,  and  broken  and  insolvent  banks  from  dragging  down  the 
otate  to  their  own  wretched  level. 
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The  present  Legislature  has  finished  this  work  of  regeneration.  These 
banks  are  now  prostrated  and  this  currency  will  in  a  few  weeks  be  driven 
out  of  existence. 

Permit  me,  sir,  through  yOu,  to  tender  to  Ihe  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  their  repeated  manifestations  of  kind- 
ness and  confidence,  and  to  assure  them,  one  and  all,  that  it  shall  be  the 
great  effort  of  my  life   to  merit  the  continuation  of  that  confidence. 

Whatever  may  be  my  future  fate,  I  shall  always  cherish  the  grateful 
recollection  of  having  received  the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  my  politi* 
cal  friends  in  the  present  Legislature. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  communication  without  observing,  that  the  only 
abatement  upon  my  pleasure  in  returning  to  my  early  friends,  is  the  re* 
flection  that  in  doing  this,  I  shall  be  deprived  of  the  power  of  participa- 
ting throughout  in  those  noble  efforts,  which  you  are  making  with  distin- 
euished  success,  to  extinguish  the  public  debt  and  regenerate  your  State. 
My  present  prayer,  however,  is  that  in  prosecuting  this  great  work  you 
may  meet  with  the  same  enlightened  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  next 
Legislature,  that  you  hinre  already  met  with  from  the  present  one,  and 
that  you  may  live  to  see  your  State  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  what  nature 
intended  it  should  be,  ooe  of  the  first  in  this  glorious  Union,  in  wealth, 
prosperity  and  reputation. 

I  have  the  honof  to  be,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
JAS.  SHIELDS* 


\ 


luaou)                             SENATE.  CISthAssxh. 

3  |1ot  SgsMOii, 


REPORT 


OF  THB 

COMMITTEE  ON  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS, 

To  which  was  rrferred  several  petitions^  remanstrancesj  andprotestSp  relating 
to  inyMtovements  on  Rock  river* 


FfiBRUART  98, 1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  tat^. 


Mm.  Lbyiston,  from  the  committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  made  tb# 

REPORT; 

The  committee  on  Internal  Improveipents,  to  which  was  referred  the 
following  petitions,  remonstrances,  and  protests,  viz: 

A  petition  of  J.  H.  Sullivan,  and  Albert  Mojer  to  dam  sloughs  of 
Rock  river. 

A  petition  of  many  citizens  of  Mercer  county,  praying  that  Sullivan 
and  Moyer  be  permitted  to  dam  sloughs  upon  Rock  river  for  the  purpose 
of  building  mills. 

A  petition  of  the  citizens  of  Rock  Island  county,  praying  that  J.  H* 
Sollivan,  and  A.  Moyer,  be  allowed  to  dam  certain  sloughs  on  Rock  river, 
south  of  YandruflPs  Island. 

A  petition  of  William  Dickson,  praying  a  charter  to  dam  sloughs  on 
Rock  riven 

William  Dickson^s  petition  with  others,  to  dam  sloughs  on  Rock  river 
for  mill  privileges. 

A  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Rock  Island  county,  praying  the  pas* 
sage  of  a  law  to  authorize  William  Dickson  to  erect  a  dam  across  Rock 
river  slough. 

A  remonstrance  of  the  citizens  of  Rock  Island  countv,  against  grant- 
Ing  a  charter  to  Sullivan  and  Moyer  to  dam  sloughs  on  Kock  river* 

A  remonstrance  of  sundry  citizens  of  Rock  Island  county,  against  grant* 
ing  William  Dickson  the  right  to  dam  Rock  river  slouehs. 

A  petition  of  three  hundred  and  fifteen  citizens  of  Knox  county,  pray- 
ing that  certain  persons  might  be  permitted  to  dam  sloughs  on  Rock  river* 

J.  H.  Sullivan's  and  A.  Meyer's  remonstrance — 

Have  according  to  order  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  re* 
tpectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

Tour  committee  has  ascertained  that  at  the  point  where  the  dams  ask* 
ed  in  the  petitions  to  be  authorized  to  be  erected,  are  water  powers  of  the 
most  valuable  kind,  and  that  the  citizens  of  Rock  Island  county,  and 
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the  whole  iieighboring  ceuDtry  are  most  deeply  interested  in  baling  4t  is- 
proved,  and  jour  committee  have  been  induced  to  give  this  matter  a  due 
and  serious  consideration,  from  a  fact  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens  of  the  neighboring  cooptry,  l^ave  ^ipa^dfested  a  warm  feeling  and  a 
great  desire^  that  chartered  rights  should  be  given  to  some  person  who 
will  be  enabled  to  improve  this  point;  but  your  committee  learn  from  the 

'  several  petitions,  remonstrances^  prot^ts,  and  by  other  means,  that  there 
are  several  interests  belonging  to  different  individuals  at  the  same  point. 
Exclusive  privileges  extended  to  one,  may  to  some  extent  abridge  and 
compromit  the  rights  of  others.  Your  committee  wpuld  be  apposed  to  in- 
terfering  and  extending  to  one  man  or  any  number  of  men,  rights  to  the 
damage  or  exclusion  of   others,  unless  the  public  good  required  it,  and 

,  that  could  be  effected  in  no  other  way,  ^d  in  that  c^e  tbe,  vio^tedinjgbts 
of  ail  would  imperiously  dematid  a  full  and  competent  renumeration. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  best  information  which  they 
were  able  to  obtain,  that  the  plan  of  improvement  proposed  by  John  H. 
Sullivan  and  Albert  Moyer^  would  jiffioiHl  more  advantages  to  the  public, 
and  less  infringe  the  rights  of  individuals  than  the  one  proposed  by  Wil* 
Ham  Dickson,  but  owing  to  the  claims  set  up  in  the  petitions  of  Dickson 
aijid  his  numerous  friends,  and  the  remonstrances,  representing  the  gmeat 
wrong  which  would  result  from  the  granting  of  the  former;  your  comoiit' 
tee  cannot  determine  to  recomm^d  the  vesting  of  privileges  as  asked  for 
by  either  class  of  the  petitions;  therefore,  your  committee  would  respect- 
fujly  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sevt^al 
petitions,  remonstrances,  and  protects  above  mentii^aed. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  ONTHE  JUDICIARY, 


On  a  bill  for  **An  act  to  legalize  the  sale  of  land  for  tones  in  the  county 

of  ScoU.'' 


FEBRUARY  28,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Ralston,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  the  Jadiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  for  an 
act  to  legalize  the  sale  of  land  for  iiaxes  in  the  county  of  Scott,  having 
had  the  8€tme  under  consideration  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  to 
the  Senate  without  amendment;  the  committee  recommend  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

The  preamble  to  the  bill  recites  that  a  sale  of  land  ^as  had  in  the 
county  of  Scott  for  taxes,  and  that  doubts  exist  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
sale,  and  then  proceeds  to  enact  that  the  sale  shall  be  good  and  valid  in 
law. 

Your  committee  did  not  consider  it  their  duty  to  investigate  the  law 
and  the  facts,  £o  as  to  determine  upon  the  legality  of  the  sale  of  land  re- 
ferred to  in  the  bill,  but  they  determined  that  if  the  sale  was  void  it  was 
not  within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Legislature  to  remedv  the  evil. 
If  the  sale  was  void  at  the  time  it  was  consummated,  the  purchasers  ac« 
quired  no  rights  by  it,  and  the  original  owners  remained  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  their  title  undisturbed  by  the  purchasers  at  the  tax  sale,  and 
no  act  of  the  Legislature  can  divest  the  title. 

Your  committee  have  seen  much  injury  and  mischief  result  from  legis- 
lation on  objects  of  a  local  and  private  nature,  and  they  cannot  too 
strongly  condemn  all  such  systems,  fn  this  case  the  owners  of  land 
avoided  to  pay  taxes,  and  suflered  them  to  be  sold  according  to  their  own 
convictions  of  law.  So  the  purchasers  presumed  by  law  to  understand 
the  rights  they  were  acquiring  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  are  not  deceiv- 
ed or  defrauded  by  any,  and  can  have  no  reasonable  claim  on  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  extraordinary  aid  sought  for  by  this  bill. 

The  Legislature,  were  they  competent  to  do  so,  could  not  do  an  act  of 
greater  injustice  to  the  occupants  of  the  soil,  than  to  confirm  illegal  sales 
of  lands  for  taxes,  whereby  the  occupant*;  of  land  might  be  deprived  of 
the  homes  of  their  choice  for  a  mere  nojninal  consideration* 
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REPORT 


OF 


THE  PUBLIC  PRINTER, 


Qiving  tie  cost  of  printing  the  Jive  hundred  copies  of  the  seventh  Annual 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal^  ordered ' 
to  beprintedfor  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


JANUARY  21,   J843, 
Read)  and  Jaid  on  the  table . 


Springfield,  Ilunois,  JaiMmry  21,  1843« 
Sir:  Id  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  requesting  me  to 
report  to  the  Senate  within  three  days  the  cost  of  printing  the  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  aevetfith  annual  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate,  and  also  of  the 
ODo  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  hj  the  House,  specifying  the 
chaige  for  composition;  and  whether  or  not  ho  charges  again  lor  the  com^ 
position  of  said  report  when  he  prints  the  same  in   the  volume  of  docu- 
ments ordered  for  distribution  and  for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  whether 
be  charges  for  the  composition  of  any  of  the  reports  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  again  charges  for  composition  in  the  volume 
of  reports,  also  whether  be  charges  for  spaces  or  space  lines  in  the  bills  prin- 
ted for  the  use  of  the  General  Assembly;  and  also  that  be  report  the  rea-  ' 
80DB  for  not  complying  with  the  requisitions  of  the  I3th  section  of  the  **  Act 
Mipplemental  to  <an  act  defining  the  dcties  of  publio  printer,'  and  fixing 
the  time  and  manner  of  performing  the  same*  approved   February  33. 
1841,"  I  have  tiie  honor  to  report  that  the  bill  for  printing  the  canal  report 
for  the  S^iate  will  be  very  nearly  as  follows: 
For  printing  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,  making  116  pages, 
5U0  copies.    For  composition,    •  .  •  .         ^10  38 

For  press  work,  30  tokens,  .  ,  •  .  23  50 
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For  printing  same  Report  for  the  House  of  Representati  ves, 

l^XQ  copies*    For  composition,  •  .  •         f  310  38 

For  press  work,  60  tokens,  •  r  «  45  00 

|385  33 
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In  reply  to  the  iuterrogatory ,  whether  or  not  the  -composition  of  said 
report  will  be  charged  in  the  bill  for  printipg  (he  volume  of  reports,   and 
also  whether  the  composition  Is  charged  in  thie  volume  of  reports  for  such 
documents  as  are  printed  for  the  use  of  the  General  Assembly,  I   would 
respectfully  state  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the'  officers  of  State  to 
select  two  disinterested  printers  to  make  out  all  the   bills   of  the  Public 
Printer,  and  certify  to  the  same,  for  all  the  work  executed  by  the  Public 
Printer  for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  that  these  printers  so  selected   have 
allowed  for  composition  on  the  various  reports  included' ia  the   volume. 
The  reasons  for  this  allowance  are  very  obvious*     With  an  ordinary 
amount  of  type,  the  Public  Printer  cannot  use  the  forms  of  each  report 
on  separate  and  distinct  works,  because  to  do  so  they  must.be  kept  stan? 
ding  sometimes  for  several  weeks  together.      I  have   therefore,  for  the 
purpose  of  expediting  the  work  of  the  State,  procured  a.  very  large.auMHinl 
of  material,  which  frequently  enables  me  to  use  the  same  form  in  tbe 
volume  of  reports  that  has  b^en  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use   of  the 
members  during  the  session;  and  also  enables  the  State  to  have  its  work 
executed  at  a  much  earlier  period  after  the  close  of  the  session,  than  if  the 
office  had  no  more  material  than  is  actually  necessary  to  do  the  work  of 
the  State  as  it  progresses.      The  interest  on   the  money  expended   for 
these  materials  amooots  to  a  very  large  sum,  and  during  the  recess  of  the 
Legislature  they  are  lying  on  my  hands  perfectly  idle  and    useless    In 
mpst  cases  the  forms  constituting  the  reports  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Assembly  cannot  he  used  in  the  volume  of  reports,  in  consequience  ' 
of  the  number  of  pages  of  which  they  are  composed  difftring  from  the 
ordinary  forms  of  sixteen  pages,  which  make  up  the  volume  of  reports. 
For  example,  suppose  a  single  report  makes  ten  printed  pages^it  has  to  be 
printed  in  a^rm  of  sixteen   pages,  in  printing  it   for  the  use  of  the 
General  Assembly^  leaving  six  blank  pages  at  the  end  thereof*    If  I  wore 
to  proceed  and  print  each  report  in  the  volume  of  reports*  it  would  nece9- 
sarily  leave  six  blaak  pages  together  in  the  body  of  the  volume,  which  ii 
contrary  to  usage,  as  well  as  improvident  in  an  unnecessary  oonsumption 
of  paper*     SA^ch  reports  are  very  frequently  distributedf  after  thd  number 
ordered  for  the  immediate  use  of  the  General  Assembly  b  printed  off,  and 
are  afterwards  reset,  in  printing  the  volume  of  reports  after  the  dose  of 
the  session* 

In  reply  to  the  interrogatory  whether  I  charge  tor  spaces  or  space  lines 
in  the  bills  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Greneral  AssonobJy,  I  would  res* 
pectfully  state  that  if  such  charge  is  allowed  by  the  persons  appointed 
by  the  officers  of  State  tomake  out.  the  bills  for  printing,  it  will  probably 
be  paid  to.  the  Public  Printer.  It  has  always  been  customary  to  allow 
for  spaces  or  space  lines,  the  same  as  ordinary  Unas*  It  is,  in  fact,  a 
usage  of  the  business,  practised  I  believe  without  deviation  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States* 

The  reasons  which  induced  me  to  deviate  from  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  I3th  section  of  the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  defining  the  duties  of 
Public  Printer,  approved  February  23,,  1841»  were  as  ibllowi':  That 
section  of  the  act  requires  that  the  space^lines  shall  bd.  ottittad  from  ^11*' 
bills  printed  in  future  for  the  use  of  either  House*  These  blank  lines  it 
had  bq^  customary  to  insert  between  each  line  of  readmg  matter,  in 
order  toleave  room  to  write  amendments  in  any  part  of  the  bill.    At  the 
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opening  of  the  present  session,  these  blank  hnes  were  oniitted  in  printing 
the  bills  for  both  houses.  It  was  found  to  be  so  very  inconvenient  to  mem- 
bers, as  to  render  the  printed  bill  almost  useless.  Much  complaint  was 
made;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  sent  a  written  request  to  me  to  insert 
the  space  lines  in  all  bills  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House.  A  short 
time  afterwards,  a  bill  passed  the  House  almost  unanimously  containing  a 
provision  repealing  the  13th  section  above  mentioned.  From  these  con- 
siderations, I  was  induced  to  give  directions  in  the  office  to  insert  the  space 
lines  between  all  the  bills  printed  in  future  for  the  use  of  either  House. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WALTERS, 

Public  Printer. 


.  f^ 


htwoisl                              SENATE.  (13th  Assbit. 

Lays.    \  —  "  (  1st  Session. 

REPORT 


OF.  TUB 

COMMIT FKE  ON  SAUNES  AND  SALINE  LANDS, 
Ifi  regard  to  the  lease  of  John  Crenshaw. 


FEBRUARY,   1843. 
Raad  and  laid  an  the  table. 


Mr.  Slocuho,  from  the  committee  on  Salines  and  Saline  Land^,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  resoliition  instructing  them  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  aulhofizing  the  Stable  Treasurer  to  receive  the  amount  due 
from  John  Crenshaw,  lessee  of  the  Oallatin  saline,  in  the  Jiptes  of  the 
Sfate  Bank  of  Illinois  or  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  or  reduce  the^avoe  one-half 
and  require  it  to  be  paid  in  specie  or  Auditor's  warrants,  with  instruc- 
tions, aLo,  to  enquire  into  the  fact  whether  the  said  Crenshaw  has  complied 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law  under  which  he  acted  as  ^esseic  of  the  JState, 
and  whether  he  has  or  not  forfeited  his  lease;  and  ako  the  Treasurer's  re- 
port on  the  same  subject. 

All  of  which  thcj  have  directed  me  to  report  back  to  &e  Senate,  and 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereoll 


Trbasvrer's  OmcB,  Illhiois, 

Springfield,  February  6,  1843, 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  Senate^ 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  following  resolution  of  the  Senate  pas; 
sed  on  the  2nd  day  of  February,  instant, 

^*Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  State,  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
Senate,  as  soon  as  possible,  whether  or  not  John  Crenshaw,  as  lessee  of  sa- 
line lands  in  Gallatin  county,  filed  with  him  assaid  lessee^on  the  10th  day 

'  December,  ISlO,  as  requited  to  do  by  the  second  section  of  "An  act 
to  provide  for  the  manufacture  of  sajt  at  the  Gallatin  saline,"  approved 
December  9, 1840.  As  also  whether  or  not  the  said  Crenshaw  paid  into 
the  treasury  on  the  2nd  day  of  December,  1841,  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars,  and  in  the  year  184*2,  the  further  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  as 
required  to  do  by  the  act  and  section  of  the  act  above  referred  to;  and  if 
he  has  not  so  paid  whether  or  not  said  bond,  if  filed,  is  not  violated  and 
the  lease  forfjBited," 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  s^nswerto  the  first  br^ch  of  the  resolution, 
that  Joho  Crenshaw  did  give  bond)  which  bond  was  filed  in  the  Auditor's 
0 
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cffice  on-  the  0th  daj  of  December,  1840;  the  bond  is  conditioned  m  re- 
quired by  the  act  referred  to  in  the  resolution,  and  approved  by  John 
I).  Whiteside,  then  Treasurer  of  State. 

1  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution,  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  the 
money  in  the  treasury,  as  required  by  the  said  act,  I  have  to  say  thnt  the 
said  Crenshaw  has  not  paid  either  of  said  instalments  or  nny  part^f  eUhet 
of  them.  I  will  further  say,  that  Mr.  Crenshaw  called  at  my  office  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  stated  to 
me  that  he  was  prepared  to  pay  both  instalments  if  the  notes  of  the  JState 
Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Illinois  would  be  received  in  Uie  payment  of  said 
sdebt,  which  I  declined  receiving. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 
M.  CARPENTER,  Treasmrr. 


Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  Ss^lines  and  Saline  L^md?,  be  instruoi- 
ed  to  enquirelnto  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  hill  authorizing  the  State 
Treasurer  to'  receive  from  John  Crenshaw,  the  lessee  of  the  Gallatin 
salines,  the  amount  due  by  him  for  rent,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Illinois,  or  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawnectown,  or  to  reduce  the  same 
one-half,  and  require  it  to  be  paid  in  gold,  silver,  or  Auditor's  warrants, 
and  to  require  the  payment  to  be  forthwith  made,  with  instructions  to  en- 
quire into  the  fact  whether  the  said  Crenshaw  has  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  under  which  he  acted  as  lessee  of  the  State,  and  whether 
he  hfi^  or  not  forfeited  his  lease. 


ItLiwisl  "  SENATE,  (  13th  AssFir. 

REPORT 


OF  TH« 

PBESIDE]^T  AND  DIRECTORS  OP  THE  ILLINOIS  ASYLUM, 

for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 


MARCH  6,  164S. 
Hea^  and  laid  od  the  tafaftt. 


IVt/ic  Shaker  of  the  Seiwie  ^  the  State  of  UlitMis. 

The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Illinois  Asylum,  for  tht  Education 
«f  the  Deaf  and  DumU,  in  Goaapliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  aot 
cunstltuting  the  board  piesent  to- you  their  biemiaaL 

REPORT, 

Oo  the  20tb  of  iune,  1839,  a  majority  of  ti^e  direcflors  named  in  the 
act,  met  in  Jacksonville,  organized,  and  agreed  to  undertake  the  execu** 
tion  of  the  Irust  reposed  in  them  by  the  Lerislature;  by-laws  were  adopt- 
ed for  the  government  of  the  boards  and  denning  the  duties  of  its  officers; 
Joseph  Duncan  vas  elected  president  of  the  board,  Samuel  D.  Lock* 
wood,  vice  president,  Atway  Wilkinson,  treasurer,  and  George  M* 
Chaittbeis,  secretary* 

For  the  purpose  of  obtaintDg  information,  deemed  esKntial  to  a  pro- 
per discharge  of  duty  by  the  board,  committees  were  appointed  with 
iBstructions  to  collect  and  report  to  the  board  infohnation  upon  the  fol- 
k)wiog  subjects: 

First,  in  regard  to  the  site  for  the  Asylum;  •  second,  to  prepare  a  plan 
of  the  buildings,  including  all  tlie  kiteriorarrangements,  and  ascertain 
their  probable  coat;  third,  to  ascertain  the  amiua]  expense  of  such  an 
institution,  the  number  of  teachers  wul.  professors  required,  and  the  usual 
course  of  instruction. 

It  was  not  believed  to  be  consistent  either  with  sound  policy  or  the  be- 
aevoLcnt  design  of  the  L^iaiature,  to 'proceed  hastily  or  unadvisedly  in 
the  execution  of  tlie  trust  confided  to  the  txmrd,  it  was  determined,  there" 
iore,  to  obtain  all  the  mibrmation  necessary  to  economical  and  cfl&cient 
sction,  before  doing  any  thing  requiring  the  expenditure  of  money.  A» 
most  of  the  information  desired  could  only  be  obtained  from  gentlemen^ 
aow  or  heretofore  connected  with  similar  institutions,  letters  of  inquiry 
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were  addressed  to  gentlemen  thus*  situated  in  Kentucky,  Connecticut, 
Ohio,  and  New  York,  to  all  of  whom  the  boara  acknowledges  its  obliga- 
tions for  pronr.pt  replies  and  satisfactory  information.  Owing  to  the  num- 
ber and  dispersed  situation  Of  Cba  members  of  the  boai-d,  »nd  the  conse- 
quent difficulty  of  obtaming  the  frequent  attendance,  of  a  quorum,  a  presi- 
dential committee  was  appointed,  with  instructions  to  meet  and  consult, 
and  devise  plans  of  operation  to  be  recommended  to  the  board  ibr  adop- 
tion. The  committee  was  aL<o  vested  with  power  to  call  meetings  of  the 
board  whenever  they  should  deem  it  necessary. 

No  special  action  was  had,  either  by  the  board  or  the  presidential  com- 
mittee, during  the  icmaiuder  of  the  year  I839,  During  the  years  I i40 
and  1841  frequent  meetings  of  the  presidential  committee  were  held  for 
purposes  of  consultation. 

In  February,  1811,  the  presidential  committee  agreed  to  rccommerii 
the  erection  of  a  brick  building,  sufficiently  large  lor  present  use,  the  cn>t 
of  which  not  to  exceed  six  thousand  dollars;  but  this  not  being  agreeii  to 
by  the  board,  ihe  question  as  to  the  character  and  cost  of  the  building  was 
still  left  open  for  future  consideration^  In  February,  1^4*2,  the  citizens  of 
Jacksonville  and  its  vicinity  agreed  to  pay  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  tothq  treasurer  of  the  board,  to  be  applied  to  the 
purchase  of  a  lot  of  land,  to  be  selected  by  the  donors,  on  which  to  place 
the  Asylum,  and  improvements  thereon;  the  board  accepted  the  donation 
thus  olTeredfHnd  the  lot  of  land  being  selected,  it  was  purchased  and  paid 
'for,^ut  of  the  donation,  at  $728;  the  lot  of  land  selected  and  purchased  is 
situated  about  one  mile  west  of  the  court  house  in  Jacksonville,  and  cos- 
tains  about  seven  acres.  The  location  is  in  every  respect  such  as  the 
board  approves;  and  it  is  believed,  that  one  more  eligible  or  desirable  could 
not  have  been  obtained.  Upon  the  acceptance  of  this  donation,  the  board 
determined  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  erection  of  the  buildmgs  for 
the  Asylum. 

There  was  «ome  diversity  of  opinion  among  the  members  of  the  board 
in  r6g:u*d  to  ihe  size  and  character  of  the  Imtlding?  first  to  be  erected ;  some 
inclining  to  the  opinion  that  a 'small  buildings  sufficient  for  pr^ent  pur- 
poses, so  constructed  as-  to  form  part  of  a  large  building  hereafter  lo  be 
erected,  was  preferable;  whilst  othei-s  were  of  opinion,  th&t  eciMiomy  as 
well  as  conveoience  would  be  better  consulted  by  the  erection  of  such  a 
building  as  would  answer  all  the  purposes  for  many  years  to  oomc.  This 
diversity  of  opinion,  however,  was  reconciled  by  the  adoption  of  what  was 
supposed  to  be  a  medium  sizo»  In  April,  184*2,  the  board  agreed  to  erect 
a  brick  building,  with  stone  foundation,  eighty-^x  feet  long,  filly  feet  wide, 
three  stories  and  aa  attic  high,  divided  into  thirty-two  rooms,  so  arMng- 
ed  that  most  of  them  may  besub^dirided  by  sliding  or  folding  doors;  the 
cost  of  :be  wholoyit  was  supposed,  would  not  exceed  twelve  thousand  doN 
lars. 

Upon  the  decisioD  of-the  question  as  to  tiie  «i2C  and  character  of  the 
buikliagy  public  notice  was  given  that  proposals  would  be  received  for  the 
erection  and  enclosiaf  the  Sams;  sad  J.  P.  Langford,  of  Spriagtield,  being 
the  lowest  bidder,  tfa«  contract  was  awanoled  to  him.  He  agreed  to  fur- 
nish the  molerials,  put  up  and  enclose  the  building,  for  seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eitfhty-eight  dollars  of  the  notes  of-  the  State  Bank  of 
lllinaisi  subject  to  sudi  increase  or  reduction  as  aright  beeome  proper,  by 
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68800  of  altefntioQs  in  tbe  plan  of  the  bi^UiiBg  or  the  character  of  the 
.rork., 

Ib  Maj-,.1S4'J,  Mr.  Langford  entered  into  a  written^  contradt,  giving  se- 
^urity  for  ihq  pcr(ormance  of  hi$  undertodcingt  and  iraoKHJiauly. com- 
luiDGcd  work*  The  funds  oC  the  b'»ard  consisted  ^f  note$  of  Uie  »State 
Baakof  lilinois,  and  payuients  were  sUpulaled  to  be  made  in  those  m>tes 
at  par.  It  was  the  opinion  (»f  th^  l^oard,  9I  the  tinje  the  contract  vfixs 
made,  that  notwith^>t:iiiuiiig  the  dep/ecuiuon  af  the  bank  iiloie;?^  iheexccu- 
tioDofa  larger  amount  Qt  work  could  npt  have  been  procured  at  any 
lime  subsequent  to  the  organization  of  the  board,  for  the  ^Kic  sum  in  par 
funds.  Tbo  deprecintioi  in  tlie  value  of  the  bank  notes  bad  not  been  equnl 
tf.  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  la'oor  and  materials;  and^  this  opinion, 
formed  from  a  compari30  1  of  prices,  diuin^  the  years  183*^  183*J,  18 10 
^nd  1841,  with  the  prices  of  the  contnictor.  is  still  entertained.  Mr.  Lang- 
ford  is  bound  to  finish  his  job  by  ilie  16th  May,  1S43;  he  expi^cieti  to  have 
completed  it  durin*^  the  present  winter,  but  the  unusually  Ciirly  setting  in 
of  winter  arrested  his  progress  before  the  walls  of  the  building  were  fin- 
ished. If  the  spring  shall  provefavorable  to  the  execution  of  such  wopk, 
be  will,  by  the  use  of  his  usual  energy,  be  able  to  fulfil  his  engngemont. 
The  walls  of  the  building  are  so  covered  and  secured  against  the  weather, 
that  it  itf  believed  thoy  will  suffer  little  if  any  damage.  Upon  making 
the  contract  wiih  Mr.  Langford,  th^  board  employed  Mr.  Crane,  a  prac- 
tical arciutect  and  mechanic,  to  superintend  the  execution  of  the  work, 
so  as  to  secure  faithful  work,  and  the  use  of  good  maion.tjs;  for  which 
tbey  agreed  to  allow  him  $200  in  State  Bank  notes. 
■  Ithns  been  the  anxious  desire  of  the  board  to  secure  economy  and  fideli- 
ty in  the  use  of  the  means  placed  under  its  charge  by  the  liberality  of  the 
Legislature;  no  member  or  officer  of  the  board  means,  ex |  cots,  or  desires, 
any  compensation,  they  are  all  wiHing  to  execute  the  tiust  reposed  in 
them  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  the  Stale  in  its  efforts  to  impart  the 
blessings  of  a  christian  education  to  that  class  of  her  citizens  who  can 
coly  be  educated  by  means  of  ^cfa  institiitiont;  tkos  fiur  they  are  satined 
that  no  money  has  been  expended  unnecessarily,  and  that  a  fair  equiva- 
lent has  been  received  for  every  cent  paid  out« 

Iti9  confidefntiy  believed  -that  the  style  and  workmanship  of  the  build- 
ing in  the  course  of  execution,  as  well  as  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes 
designed,  will  compare  advantageously  with  any  work  of  the  kind  in  the 
western  country.  Whilst  other  States  have  expended  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands in  founding  and  putting  in  operation  such  institutions,  the  board 
confKtentfy  eipect,  that  with  the  use  of  a  few  thousands  only  in  Illinois, 
ample  provision  wiUbemade  for  the  education  of  all  that  class  of  her  citi- 
zens for  whose  benefit  such  institutipns  are  required. 

Ic  is  the  determination  of  the  board  to  keep  the  expenditures  within  the 
limits  of  its  resources.  Time  has  been  when  appeals  to  the  public  in  be- 
half  of  such  institutions  met  with  ready  and  liberal  responses.^  But  the 
pressure  which  now  prevails  throughout  the  country  forbids  the  idea  of 
making  any  such  appeals  at  present.  With'the  present  means  of  the  bo<ard, 
it  is  expected  that  the  building  will  be  finished  durine  the  next  year;  but 
if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature  to  hasten  the  time  when  the  l^ne^- 
fits  of  the  institntion  may  be  offered  to  those  for  whom  they  are  designed, 
an  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  'the  next  two  years  bf  two  thousand 
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dollars  would  place  it  in  tlie  power  of  the  board  to  complete  the  building 
within  the  ^eur  1843* 

Although  the  boar  J  are  satisfied  that  the  liberality  of  the  liegislature, 
in  respect  to  this  institution,  will  bft  fully  san'ni«»ned  by  an  intelligent  con- 
stituency, and  that  whenever  the  institution  shall  be  open  to  the  recep- 
tion of  students,  mean^»  will  not  be  wanting  to  pay  necessary  expenses, 
yet  it^is  their  determination  to  ascertain  the  least  possible  sum  required 
to  found  and  sustain  such  an  institution  in  Illinoi»w  The  board  herewith 
present  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  money  received  for  the  use  of  the 
inslitntion  and  of  its  disbursement. 

JOSEPH  DUNCAN,  Prmdmt. 


Th$  President  and  Directors  of  the  lUinoiH  Asylum^  far  the  eJucaiion  of  ik: 

Deaf  and' Dumb. 
1841.  Dr. 

To  amount  received,  includin*^  interest,  of  the  appropriation 

for  the  years  1839  and  '40        -  -      ^      -  -     $3,92«  00 

To  amo  unt  of  same  for  the  year  i8J  I  *         -  -  -        3,000  00 

To  amount  subscribed  by  citszens  of  Jac!<sonville,  as  per  re- 
port     .  -  -  -  -  -  -  97»  50 


By  payment  for  land  out  of  sulwcription 

By  payment  to  cimtractor  for  materials  oat  of  Bame  fund 

By  payment  to  architect     -  -  .  - 

By  payment  to  contractor  for  matcriab  and  labcnr    • 

By  postage  account  .  •  .  • 

Payment  for  blank  books    -  -  .  .     ! 

Expenses  of  agent  to  Springfield  on  business  for  the  board 

By  cash  on  hand      -  -  •      .      • 

By  balance  due  from  subscribers     ... 


^.995  50 

Cr. 

-       $7:28  00 

•           50  OU 

.125  00 

.       5,874  00 

U  00 

I  00 

1           10  00 

300 

afki  50 

t6,995  '50 


C.  WILKINSON,  Tnanrer. 


1lwim>is7  senate.  <  X^uAmmm. 

Lkois.    S  <  1stSe88Iow> 


COMMUNICATION 

FROM 


'      THE  GOVERNOR, 

On  Hie.  subject  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Fund  Commissioner. 


MARCH  6,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  tabk. 


[Note. — No  report  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  on  this  subject 
was  sent  to  the  Public  Printer,  and  hence  is  necessarily  omitted.] 

Mr,  MATTBSONrYou  inform  me  that  you  are  one  of  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Fund  Commis* 
sioner,  and  enquire  of  me  to  inform  you  what  duties  remain  to  be  per- 
formed by  that  officer  requiring  a  continuance  of  the  office. 

In  answer  to  your  enquiry,  I  have  the  honor  ^to  state:  First,  that  the 
negotiation  of  bonds  to  Wright  &  Co*  of  London,  and  their  bankruptcy, 
has  placed  a  distributive  share  of  their  estate  to  the  credit  of  this  State, 
making  it  indispensably  necessary  to  have  some  kind  of  an  agency  to  re- 
ceive &e  money  and  settle  the  account* 

Second,  I  am  informed  that  several  fiuits  hare  been  instituted  and  are 
now  pencBn^  in  this  State,  as  well  as  in  New  York,  which  will  require  the 
attention  or  some  person  to  prepare  ihem  for  trial,  and  procure  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses. 

Third,  I*  am  informed  that  a  number  of  contracts  have  been  made  to 
tbe  Fund  Commissioner  and  his  successors  in  office,  which  if  the  office 
should  be  abolished  and  no  person  declared  to  be  the  successor,  it  might 
be  doubtful  whether  the  contracts  themselves  will  not  be  abolished*  Of 
this  description  is  the  deed  of  trust  from  John  Tilson,  jr.  for  the  Quincy 
House  in  the  city  of  Quincy,  and  also  the  lease  of  the  Northern  Cross 
Railroad. 

It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  a  bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Represen* 
tatives,  and  is  now  in  the  Senate,  abolishing  the  office  of  Fund  Com  mis* 
loner  and  devolving  the  duties  of  the  office  upon  the  Governor,  to  be  ez- 
serdted  by  himself  or  some  of  the  executive  officers.  Even  in  this  way 
I  apprehend  that  the  expenses  of  performing  the  duties  of  Fund  Commit- 
si<mer  would  be  nearlv  as  great  as  if  no  change  were  to  be  made;  some 
of  «|  w^iM  be  eoitipeiMfd  t*  ge  ctsi  nod  rtoMun  there  ht  a  ooosiderable 
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length  of  time  to  settle  our  affairs;  which  daty  cannot  be  performed  in 
Illinois,  and  perhaps  a  journey  to  England  might  be  necessary,  so  that  the 
project  of  abolishing  the  office,  as  a  question  of  expediency,  resolves  itself 
into  this:  is  it  best  for  the  Legislature  to  elect  the  agent  or  shaU, the  Gov- 
ernor appoint  him  ? 

I  would  suggest  that  if  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  shall  become  a 
law,  that  it  should  distinctly  provide  .that  the  Governor  shall  in  all  re- 
spects be  considered  as  the  successor  in  office  to  the  Fund  Commissioner. 
1  am  willing  to  perform  the  duties  of  Fund  Commissioner  if  the  legisla- 
ture shall  mink  it  best. 

THOMAS  FORD. 
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Office  of  Secretary  op  State, 

Springfieldy  December  6, 1842. 

To  the  Hon,  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Represeniotives: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
adopted  this  morning,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  the 
House  with  the  votes  of  each  county  in  the  State,  and  the  aggregate  for 
and  against  a  Convention,  taken  at  the  last  August  election,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  House  the  annexed  abstract,  exhibiting 
the  vote  in  each  county,  and  the  aggregate  votes  cast  upon  that  subject,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  returned  to  this  office. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  Representatives  at  the  last  election 
so  far  as  returned  to  this  office,  was  78,079.  From  the  counties  of  Clin- 
ton, De  Kalb,  Effingham,  Fayette,  Monroe,  Richland,  Sangamon  and^ 
Woodford,  no  returns  were  made  of  the  aggregate  number  of  votes  cast 
for  Representatives. 

The  aggregate  number  of  votes  cast  in  favor  of  a  Convention  at  said 
election,  is  38,030.  being  1039  votes  less  than  a  majority  of  all  those  vot- 
ing for  Representatives,  and  consequently  less  than  the  number  requisite 
for  calling  a  Convention.  The  aggregate  number  of  votes  cast  against  a 
Convention  is  23,958. 

With  much  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL, 
Secretary  of  State. 
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• 

1            i' 

INSPECTORS  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY. 


BCCfiMBER  15,  1842. 
Head,  laid  od  the  table,  and  ordered  lo  be  primed. 


Tb  ike  €knerai  Askmbfy  of  the  Stak  of  ItUnoit: 

The  fast  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  penitc&tiaiy  was  made  on  tfie 
36th  of  November,  1840;  at  that  thne  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  pen* 

itentiary  was        -            -            -            -            -            -  .89 

Since  then  there  have  been  secured           .            .            •  .         ISO 

Discharged  on  expiration  of  their  sentence           -            -  >           79 

Pardoned  by  the  Governor           -            -            -           •  ftC 

Escaped                -            J           -            *            .            .  5 

Died                     ..----  4 

P&rdoned  by  the  President           -           -           -           -  1 

Leaving  now  in  the  penitentiary                -            -           •^  .           l5l 
•  The  receipts  and  expenditures  have  been  as  follows: 

Pinorn  George  Smith,  one  6f  the  fortiier  inspectors            -  ^,347  00 

Auditors'  warrant  drawn  in  Sept.,  1841    -            -            -  :tti8  00 

Balance  reported  on  hand             -            -           -            •  243  90 


Fmd  for  guarf  hire  from  Nov.  26th  1840,  to  Oct. 

5th,  1841,  at  #1,25  per  day       *  .  f  1,738  00 

Paid  to  discharged  convicts  who  were  destitute  54  25 

Paid  for  clothes  lost  previous  to  the  lease  38  75 

Paid  for  repairing  guard  room,  made  necessary 

from  injuries  by  explosion  of  powder  magazine  5  00 

Pkid  for  re-building  a  large  breach  in  the  wall, 
'  274  perch,  at  91,62*  per  perch  -  445  ^ 

Pkid  for  shingles  and  weather-boarding  to  re- 
build work-shops,  broken  down  by  the  wall  132  00 
Paid  for  nails,  glass,  lime,  timber  &c,  foi"  the  same 

purpose  as  above  -  -  -  87  47 

Add  for  boilding  an  abutHnettt  to  sopplortthe  wall  19  50 

Paid  State  Register  for  advertising  lease,  (four  in- 
sertions) .  -  .  .  2  00 
Paid  Alton  Telegraph  for  same,  (twelve  insertions)  6  00 
Ptkid  attofnies  fees  for  drawing  lease  copies  &c.            10  00 
Paid  Robert  Smith,  agent  of  State,  for  railroad 
'lumber  for  workshops        -           •           •               13  00 


12,818  90 


LeHviDg  a  balance  op  haucl  in  JSliawneetpwa  papeft  of 


$3^1 33 

m  18 


t34]  d 

Oa  ttie  teyth  of  June  laat  the  lease  of  the  penitentiary  expired  asd  the 
inspectors  judged  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the  State  to  re*lease  for  anoth- 
er term  of  three  years,  which  they  did,  to  Nathaniel  Buckroaster  aud  Isaac 
Greathouse  for  a  bonus  of  $6,115  OU,  one-third  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of 
each  year.  Since  then  Isaac  Greathouse  has  transferred  his  interest  in  the 
lease  to  Nathaniel  Buckniaster,  who  is  now  sole  lessee* 

The  discipline  and  Bianagement  of  the  convicts  by  the  former  and  pres- 
ent lessees  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  inspectors,  and  as  successful  as  it 
well  could  be  under  the  many  disadvantages  with  which  they  have  had  to 
contend,  arising  in  part  from  the  want  of  cells,  wurk-shops,  and  a  suitable 
room  for  the  sick. 

The  inspectors  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  add  much  to  what  they  said 
in  their  last  report,  with  reference  to  the  additions  and  improvenneots  re- 
quired in  the  penitentiary;  we  then  pointed  ou(  such  us  seemed  mo;it  ur* 
gently  called  for,  and  we  cannot  too  strongly  call  the  attention  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  them  now,  and  more  especially  to  the  building  of  cells, 
and  making  some  arrangement  for  the  preservation  of  the  State  arms.  It 
will  be  perceived  that  there  are  now  almost  thre^  convicts  to  a  ceU| 
which  are  barely  large  enough  for  the  accommodation  of  oqe.  They  art 
now  put  two  in  a  cell  and  the  balance  confined  in  a  moss,  in  the.  cellar  of 
the  prison,  a  state  of  things  that  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  continue. 
.  Appended  will  be  found  several  bilb  in  favor  of  the  former  lessees  to 
which  we  would  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly; 

No.  1.  Is  for  making  an  enclosure  within  the  great  gate  of  the  piison, 
and  aroand  the  warden's  house,  as  safe  guards  againsta  sudden  rush  of  the 
convicts,  and  was  immediately  valuable^  to  the  lessees,  and  is  valuable  as 
a  permanent  improvement 

No.  2.  Needs  no  explanation — about  the  services  rendered,  we  know 
little  or  nothing. 

No.  3.  Is  for  materials  fumbhed,  and  work  done  on  the  work*shops,  de- 
stroyed by  the  falling  of  the  wall.  As  this  shop  belongs  to  the  Stntc^  and 
as  its  destruction  was  productive  of  considerable  lo^  as  well  of  tinrie,  ai 
of  tools  and  material,  we  think  the  lessees  entitled  to  a  fair  compensatiooi 
which  we  would  respectfully  recommend  to  be  allowed. 

No.  4.  Is  a  bill  for  guard  hire,  which  the  lessees  claim  should  be  paid 
them  by  the  State.  It  will  be  found  on  reference  to  our  previous  reports, 
that  the  item  of  guard  hire  was  first  allowed  to  prevent  an  abandonment 
of  the  lease.  In  our  report  of  1839,  we  communicated  the,  rule  we  bad 
adopted  and  our  reasons  for  adopting  it:  and  during  tiie  following  session 
the  General  Assembly  authorized  us  to  furnish  guards  at  a  rate  not  exceed* 
ing  91,35  per  day^  while  we  should  consider  it  expedient.'  About  the  same 
time  the  lease  was  assigned  by  Samuel  A.  Buckmaster,  the  lessee,  t» 
Greathouse  &  Dorsey,  who. claim  the  rule  adopted  by  the  board  of  in* 
spectors  and  t)ie  subsequent  action  of  the  General  Assemblpr  as  a  contract 
that  should  be  carried  out  to  the  end  of  the  term.  We  contmued  to  pay  ac* 
cording  to  our  rule,  up  to  Oct.  5th,  1841,  when,  for  severalreasons,  we 
discontinued.  Whether  they  are  entitled  to  any  thing  more^  we  leave  for 
the  General  Assembly  to  deteimiiie,  which  will  doubtless  do  them  justice 
in  the  premises.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  MONTGOMERY,) 
B*  K-  HART,  y  InweOors.  ] 

Alloi^December.5ai,1842:  '     PETER  MERRILL,      ) 


[25] 


No.  1. 
iMpectcrs  cf  the  Illinois  PmUtenHartfj 

To  Doreej  6c  Giemlhoiue. 
For  framing  230  feet  of  postf,  at  12ft  c      - 
•«        do      SSSfeetof  f^balSic. 
*^    digging  15  post  holes,  and  salting  posts 

•  9  braces  to  gate  post  ... 
**    making  2  eates  and  hinges,  all  of  iron 

*  €7  Hw.  of  iron,  at  6  <%    - 
^    R.  Humphrey's  bill  of  timber,  as  per  receipts 
^    Spiking  on  ^4  bars  iron,  at  2i  c* 

Railing  around  Family  Mouse* 
For  framing  310  feet  of  posts,  at  10  c, 
*^       do      178  feet  of  railinfir,  at  6ft  c.      - 
*'    digging  14  post  holes  and  setting,  posts 
^    44  ^t  of  gate  timber,  6lc 
^    making  small  gate  with  iron  hinges 
**       do     lock  on  the  above  gate  • 

^    spiking  on  162  bars  iron,  at  2  c 


No.  2. 
Slaie  of  Illinois  J 

To  Doffsey  6c  Greathouse; 
1/W  receiving  and  forwarding  arms  belonging  to  the 
U.  S.,  labour,  and  making  boxes  for  same,  drayage, 
&c,  from  March  2d,  1840,  to  June  10th,  184yj. 

No.  3. 
Inspectors  of  the  Illinois  Penitentiary j 

To  Dorsey  &  Greathouse, 
For  170  days  carpenters'  work,  building  new'coop- 
er  shop,  at  $1,00  per  day 
18  days  mason  work,  at  91,00  per  day 


fS6  40 

ao  16 

6  55 

■  , 

1  00 

25  00 

282 

36  75 

7  10 

•124  78 

21  00 

10  68 

5  18 

, 

352 

5  00 

400 

, 

4  05 

(53  43 

20 
4 
10 
13 
13 


quariying  stone  for  do,  at  75  c. 
digging  foundation,  at  50  c     - 
work  attending  masons,  at  50  c, 
do   whip*8awmff  timber  for  work-shop 
with  team  and  driver,  hauling  timber, 
stone,  plank,  lime  and  sand,  at  $2,00 


For  3,305  feet  oak  boards,  furnished  by  Dorsey  6c 

Greathouse,  at  $2^ 
^    838  feet  cotton  wood,  at'$l,50 
^    328  feet  oak  boards,  seasoned,  at  $2,50 


$178  21 


$125  00 


U70  00 

18  06 

15  00 

2  00 

5  00 

600 

MOO 

1242  00 

67  90 

12  57 

5  70 

«mt  17 

[26]  4 

For  cash  paid  James  Tibbett  for  guardiDg  wall  where 

it  fell  dowiw  30  days,  at  $Ui&      -            -  $37  50 

^      do   paid  George  Slater  for  do^  16  days,  at  $19*25  90  00 

^     do   pai4  James  McClaine  for  do,  16  do,  at  $  l,tS5  20  00 

.«'      do  paid  Wm.  Hundley  for  do,  20  do,  at  $1,25  25  00 


$102  50 
$430  67 


No.  4. 

Inspeclors  of  the  Illinois  PeniUrUiatyf 

To  Dorsey  &  Greathouse. 
For  6  extra  guards,  from  Oct.  4th,  to  Nov,  Ist,  1841, 

both  days  inclusive,  28  days  each,  in  all   168 

days,  at  $1,25  per  day  -  -  -  .         $210  00 

"    6  cx^ra  guards  from  Nov.  2d  to  Dec.  6th,  1841, 

both  days  inclusive,  35  days  each,  in  all  210 

days,  at  $1,25  per  day  .  .  .  .  262  50 

♦*    6  extra  guards  from  Dec.  7th,  to  Jan.  3d,  1842,  . 

both  days  inclusive,  28  days  each,  in  all  168 

days,  at  $1,25  -  -  -  .  .  210  00 

*«     6  extra  guards  from  Jan.  4th,  to  Feb.  7th,  1842, 

both  days  inclusive,  35  days  each,  in   ail  210 

days,  at  $1,25  -  -  -  -  -  262  50 

^    6cxtraguard»from  Feb.  8th,toMr'ch  7th,  1842, 

both  days  inclusive,  28  davs  each,  in  all  168 

days,at|l,25  -       '     .  .  -  -  310  Ot> 

^^    6  extra  guards  from  Mbrch  8th,  to  April  4th, 

1812,  both  days  incUtsive,  38  days  each,  in  all 

210  days,  at  $1,25       -  -  -  -  -  210  00 

*<     6  extra  guards  from  April  5th,  to  May  2d,  1842, 

both  day.o  inclusive,  each  28  days,  m  all  210 

days,  at  $1,25  -  .  *  -  -  210  00 

"    6  extra  guards  from  May  3d,  to  June  9th,  1842, 

both  days  inclusive,  each  38  days,  in  all  228 

4ays,at$l,25 3S5  QQ 

$1,860  00 


luuRois)                                    H.  R.  513th  ASSBM. 

Latam.  $  ^    .  (Iw  Sbwiow. 

tETTERS 

t 

FSOH  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE  BANK, 

Mm  ansmer  to  resoltUi^ns  6f  Ae  House  of  Rqgresenimtioes^  calling  for  inform 
motion  in  relaHon  to  the  State  bonds  held  by  the  Bank. 


DECBMBBR  16,  1843. 
Read^  iaid  on  tbt  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


State  Bank  of  Iilinots, 
Springfield^  December  14,  1842.' 
To  the  Honorable^ 

the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  obedience  to  the  following  resolution  of  your  honorable  body,  vis: 

^Resolved,  by  the  House  qf  d^.,  That  the  President^  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  State  Bank  ot  Illinois  be  requested  to  furnish,  at  their 
earliest  convenience,  to  this  Hoiise  the  number  of  State  bonds,  and  their 
amount,  which  may  belong  to,  or  be  under  the  control  of  the  State  Bank, 
and  also,  what  portion  of  tne  bonds  of  the  State  given  to  the  Bank  in  Ueo 
of  the  Bank  stock  remaining  unsold,  and  also,  on  what  t^rms  the  Batik 
would  be  willing  to  exchange  the  bonds  of  tlie  State  owned  by  the  Bank,: 
for  the  Bank  stock  owned  by  the  State  in  said  Bank*'' 

The  Directors  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  make  the  ibUowing  com- 
munication* 

The  State  Bank  is  the  owner  of  State  bonds  as  follows: 
Bank  and  internal  improvement  bonds  .  •  «        1S|B8> 

Interest  bonds  50;  internal,  improvement  bonds  50        «  .  liOO 

Total  number  of  bonds  of  $1,000  each  .  .  •        1686 

The  Baak  holds  as  collateral  security  for  a  loan  to  the  late  Fund  Com- 
missioner, 0Q6  hundred  internal  improvement  bonds. 

Of  the  bonds  issued  to  constitute  the  stock  of'  the  State  in  the  Bank, 
179  have  been  disposed  of,  leaving  1586  on  hand  as  above. 

The  inqoiry  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the  Bank  will  make  the  proposed 
exchange  of  bonds  for  stock,  being  one  of  much  interest  to  the  Bank,  has 
been  onder  consideration  ever  since  its  receipt,  and  would  now  be  replied 
to,  but  the  I^islatiiro having  appointed  the  Grovemor,  Auditor  and  Fund 
ComnMssiooer  to  coafoir  with  us  on  the  subject,  we  conclude  that  it  is  not 
desired,  or  eaqiectedof  us  to  anticipate  the  action  of  those  gentiemen  by 
giving  a  definite  answer  to  the  enquiry. 

In  behalf  of  the  Eioard  of  Directors.  '  ' 

THOMAS  MATHER^  President. 


[88]  .  » 

Statb  Bank  op  Illinois, 
Springfieldy  December  14,  1842. 
To  the  Honorable^ 

the  House  of  Represeniaiives: 

In  obedience  to  the  following  resolution  of  your  honorable  bodj^  tjz: 

^Resohqdy  That  the  President  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  be  request 
ed  to  inform  this  House  whether  the  State  bonds,  amounting  to  1^1,686^ 
OQQ,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Bank,  be  the  bonds  originallj  sub* 
scribed  by  the  State  as  the  stock  in  the  said  institution,  or  wfatether  said 
bonds  have  been  sold,  or  any  portion  of  them,  and  again  purchased  by 
the  Bank;  and  also,  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  thb  House  with  the 
numbers,  dates  and  times  payable,  and  other  distinctive  marks  of  each 
and  every  paM:el  of  these  bonus;  and  that  such  information  be  communi* 
cated  to  this  House  at  the  earliest  period  practicable.^' 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  in  1837  the  Fund  Commissioners  disposed 
of  1765  Stal^  bonds,  to  obtain  the  means  of  constituting  a  portion  of  th^e 
capital  of  this  Bank,  which  the  State  was  authorized  by  a  previous  law 
to  subscribe  for. 

These  1765  bonds  are  all  of  this  specific  kind,  which  have  ever  been  id- 
sued  by  the  State;  those  issued  to  constitute  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
lllinms,  being  slightly  different  from  them. 

They  are  entitled  *^Illinois  Bank  and  Internal  Improvement  stock;** 
are  humbered  from  No.  I  to  No.  1765,  inclusive — are  dated  the  31st  Jay 
of  July,  1837,  signed  by  the  Governor,  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  and  re- 
deemable after  the  year  1860  at  the  pleasure  of  the  State,  and  contain  in 
ttddition  to  the  usual  pledge  of  the  faith  of  the  rotate,  the  folkwing: 

^*For  the  pefonnancc  of  all  of  which,  the  faith  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
is  irrevocably  pledged,  as  also,  a  like  amount  of  the  stock  in  the  State 
Bank  of  Iilinois,agreeably  to  ^^Aaact,  supplementary  to  an  act  to  increase 
the  capital  stock  m  certain  banks**  &c.,  approved  March  4th,  1837. 

The  Bank  purchased  these  bonds,  and  is  now,  and  always  has  beeo 
since  the  purchase,  the  owner  of  all  of  them,  except  170  which  have  been 
dtodscd  of. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  those  now  owned  by  the  Banks: 

00  bonds  numbered  from  11  to    lOQ  inclusive 
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In  all  1586  bonds.  .  ' 

The  remaining  one  .hundred  bonds  reported  on  the  statement  of  the 
Bank,  are  those  Which  have  been  purchased  at  par  from  the  Fund  Cooh 
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missioner,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  in  compliance  with  a 
provision  of  the  3d  section  of  the  *^Act  concerning  the  State  Bank  of  Illi* 
nois,''  approved  27th  February,  1841.   . 

Fifty  of  them  are  interest  bonds,  and  the  remdning  fifty  are  internal 
improvement  bonds,  which  wer6  received  of  the  Fund  Commissioner  in 
lied  of  the  interest  bonds  which  the  Bank  was  required  by  the  laws  re* 
ferred  to,  to  purchase.    Which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  MATHER,  Pmideni. 


[32]  H 

Prison  labor,  your  honorable  bodies  well  know,  can  always  be  afforded 
cheaper  than  the  labor  of  yoor  petitioners,  who  have  to  provide  not  onlj 
for  their  families,  but  for  the  expenses  of  the  State;  and  for  this  recsoD 
your  petitioners  cannot  suocessfullr  compete  with  it. 

But  it  certainly  cannot  be  the  design  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  ruin 
your  honest,  laboring  constituents,  for  the  sake  of  supjiorting  your 
convicts  and  criminals;  and,  therefore,  your  petitioners  would  humbly 
way  your  honorable  bodies,  to  take  such  measures  as  would  speedily  re- 
lieve them  from  the  truly  oppressive,  unjust  smd  insuflferable  effect  of  the 
present  system  of  our  State  penitentiary. 

Alton,  December  12, 1842. 
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STATE   DEBT    OF   ILLINOIS, 

SuimUied  k>  the  Homte  qf  R^freseniatives  by  Mr.  Murphy  of  Lake. 


DECEMBER  9,  J849. 
Liid  OB  the  tablei  and  300  copies  ordered  to  be  primed. 


Wberbas,  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  common  with  many  of  her  sister 
States  in  this  Union,  is  now  laboring  under  financial  embarrassment,  the 
necessary  result  of  the  ynwise  and  injudicious  policy  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
latures and  people  of  former  periods:  and  whereas,  under  this  policy  pub- 
lic worim  were  commenced  and  prosecuted,  and  vast  and  extravagant 
schemes  of  internal  improvements  adopted  utterly  disproportioned  to  our 
resources  and  means:  and  whereas,  these  means  had  their  ori^n  in^tbe 
delusions  incident  to  one  of  those  ueriodical  excitements  which,  m  Europe 
as  well  as  in  this  country,  have  led  States  and  individuals  into  inordinate 
speculations  uniformly  terminating  in  bankruptcy^  and  ruin:  and  whereas, 
under  the  influence  of  this  delusion,  former  ledslatures  have  contracted 
debts  in  times  of  sreat  apparent  prosperity,  whi<£  we  are  now,  in  a  period 
of  depression  and  financial  adversity,  utterly  unable  to  liquidate:  and 
whereas,  doubts  axe  said  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  our  public  creditors  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  people  of  this  State  respecUng  the  legal  and  moral 
obligations  ef  fulfilling  these  contracts  andpajring  these  debts:  and  where- 
as, it  is  essential  to  the  well  being  of  nations,  as  it  is  of  individuals,  to 
maintmn  an  unblemished  reputation  and  sustain  their  dignity  and  honor, 
and  that  every  individual  in  the  nation  is  interested  in  sustamin^  and  pre- 
lervingthat  honor,  not  only  firom  disgrace,  but  even  firom  suspicion:  and 
whereas,  this  legislature  has  been  retentl v  elected  by  the  people — ^is  im- 
Imed  with  their  opinions  and  feelings,  and  is  fully  cognizant  of  tneir  inten- 
tioni  respecting  this  subject,  they  deem  it  due  to  themselves,  to  tfie 
people  they  represent,  to  me  public  creditors,  and  to  their  hitherto  unsul* 
fied  &me  m  the  eyes  of  the  world,  to  promulgate  the  following  resolutions 
embodying  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

RuolvM  by  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Senate  ccncurrinfr  Aeretn, 
That  we  fully  recosniie  the  legal  and  moral  obligation  of  discharging  with 
mctuaUty  every  debt  contracted  by  anpr  authorixed  agent  or  agents  of 
this  Spate  for  a  good  and  valuable  consideration,  and  that  the  revenues 
ind  reiources  of  the  State  shall  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose  as  soon 
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as  thej  can  be  made  available  without  impoTeruhing  and  oppressing  the 
peonle.  '  •  * 

Resolved^  That  our  failure  hitherto  to  meet  our  obligations  has  not  aris- 
en from  anj  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  or  any  respectable 
portion  of  the  people  to  refUdiate^rto/eviide  these  obligations,  and  that 
we  utterly  detest  and  abhor  the  repudiation  of  just  debts  hj  States  or  in- 
dividuals as  immoral,  dishonorable  and  destructive  of  public  and  private  i 
dharaoter.         .    f        :   i 

Resolved^  That  such  failure  is  wholly  attributable  to  causes,  involving 
the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  as  well  as  this  country,  over  which  we 
had  btit  Univled' control,  tiiataedttced  by  an  inflsldd  currency  and  the  con- 
sequent apparent  prosperity,  we  contracted  these  debts  vainly  hoping 
that  a  corresponding  state  of  prosperity  would  enable  us  to  develope  our 
rich  resources  and  make  them-avetlable  to  meet  our  obligations — that  a 
rapid  and  almost  unprecedented  contraction  and  depreciation  of  the  curren- 
cy  caused  a  corresponding  tlepreciation  in  the  vahie  of  property,  crip- 
pled our  resources,  dried  up  the  sources  of  revenue  and  produced  universal 
embarrassment  and  pressure,  which  can  only  be  removed  by  the  slow  op- 
erations of  active  and  patient  industry. 

Resolved^  That  the  in^ation  of  the  currency  had  its  origin  and  aliment 
in  the  overaction  of  the  •♦credit  system,"  both  in  England  and  this  country 
— ^that  each  nation  contributed  to  swell  the  tide  of  excitement  anfi  specu- 
lation which  a  few  years  ago  rolled  over  both  nations^  and  to  which  each 
in  its  turn  became  a  victim — that  its  consequences  were  manifested  in 
England  by  embarrassment,  and  distress  and  multiude^of  failnros  and 
bankruptcies  in  1839,  and  that  the  manifestations  of  such  cffiects  from  tiie 
operation  of  similar  causes  in  so  rich  and  powerful  a^ country,  should  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  inability  of  a  people,  circtrtnstmced  as  we  are, 
to  meet  our  obligations  without  a  suspicion  of  base  or  dishonorable  nxh 
tives. 

Resdvtd,  That  we  do  not  regard  a  failure  on  the  part  of  indiViduah  or 
nations  to  puy  their'debts  as  base  or  dishonorable,  when  such  feilurepro- 
ceeds  from  inability  and  inevitable  circumstances — that  history  fumKbcs 
examples  of  other  nations,  now  high  on  the  roll  of  fame,*  where  circum- 
stances not  more  imperious  than  ours,  such  as  the  South  sea  speculation  in 
EogUndj  and  the  Mississippi  bubble  in  France,  compelled  a  sacrifice  of 
public  and  private  obligations  without  impairing  the  character  and  honor 
of  those  nations. 

R^sohed^  That  the  actual  debt  of  Illinois  for  which  no  mean^  are  ap- 
propriated, is  insignificant  when  ciimpared  with  our  great  natural  resou^ 
ces — that  our  population  in  a  few  years  according  to  the  rates  of  augmen- 
tation will  amount  to  one  million  of  people,  and  that  our  wealth  and  re- 
sources will  be  increased  in  a  greater  ratio— that  the  surplus  prodtiction^ 
of  our  rich  soil,  even  with  our  present  population,  would  be  amply  isuffi* 
cient  to  enable  us  to  mfeet  all  our  liabilities  could^they  be  converted  into 
money  at  reasonable  prices,  and  that  we  must  only  await  with  patience, 
that  period,  which  cannot  be  remote,  When  a  sufficient  artiount  of  a  sound 
currency  wDl  be  in  circulation  to  secure  to  our  agricultural  popriatJon  a 
fair  price  for  their  productions,  and  enable  them  to  pay  all  necessary  taxes 
to  me^t  the  wants  of  tiie  goVemmenf  at  home  tmd  discharge  ^th  integritj 
all  our  obligations  to  our  creditors  abroad. 


^""0"J  H.    R.  (   13th  AUEM. 

Jb^2I!lJ  I  Ist  Sbssiow. 
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ExEcunvs  Office,  Illinois, 
Springfield^  December  8,  1842. 

To  the  Hon.  the  General  Assembly: 

We  would  respectfully  represent  to  your  honorable  body,  that  on  the 
IS&k  day  of  August  last,  we  issued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  ttie  leccp- 
tkMi  of  State  Bank  paper  io  payment  of  schobl,  college,  and  seminary 
debts  and  interest,  and  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue.  This  procla- 
inaii<Mi  wag  issued  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  an  act,  entitl^  ^An 
act  concerning  the  payment  of  revenue,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  approved 
January  16, 1836.  This  act,  while  it  made  the  bills  of  the  State  Bank 
and  branches  receivable  for  all  public  dues,  expressly  enioined  the  Gover- 
nor, Auditor  and  Treasurer,  whenever  they  should  apprehend  any  danger 
of  loss  to  the  State,  to  prohibit  their  reception  for  such  {Purpose.  An  act, 
entitled**  An  act  concerning  the  public  revenue,  approved  February  26, 
1839,''  remodelled  the  revenue  system,  and  in  addition  to  the  bills  of  the 
State  Bank,  made  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown,  also 
receivable  for  revenue.  This  latter  act  repealed  all  previous  laws  coming 
in  oori^t  with  its  provisions;  but  the  law  of  1836  not  coming  in  conflict, 
but  being  in  harmony  with  its  provisions,  continued  unrepealed  and  still  in 
£>cce;  besides,  if  a  particular  auty  is  enjomed  upon  an  officer,  he  can  only 
be  released  from  we  performance  of  that  duty  by  express  provision  of 
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law.  Bj  virtue,  therefore,  of  the  law  of  1836,  we  were  not  onlj  invested 
with  power,  but  required,  in  case  of  apparent  loss,  to  prohibit  the  recep- 
tion of  SState  Bank  paper  for  public  dues,  and  this  duty  we  performed  to 
the  best  of  our  abilities.  All  the  beneficial  effects  of  this  proclamation 
being  likely  to  be  defeated  by  the  reception  of  the  bills  of  the  Bankof  Ilfi- 
nots  in  paynnent  of  revenue,  we  issued  another  proclamation  on  the  13th 
day  of  September  last,  warning  collectors  against  receiving  depreciated 
paper  in  payment  of  taxes  for  any  more  than  its  current  value. 

The  19th  section  of  the  revenue  law  of  1839,  directs  that  '^the  coUeo 
*<tors  of  the  several  coiHities  shall  receive  in  payment  for  taxes  the  bills  or 
^otes  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  or  branches,  notes  of  the  Bank  ofllli- 
'^nois,  gold  and  silver  coin,  and  Auditor's  warrants." 

By  tnis  section  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  were  made  receivaUe  in 
payment  for  taxes.  As  the  law  of  1836  had  no  reference  to  these  bills, 
we  did  not  think  ourselves  authorized  to  prohibit  their  reception.  But  in 
the  payment  of  taxes,  which  is  a  debt  due  the  State,  as  in  the  payment  of 
any  other  debt,  although  the  notes  of  a  particular  institution  may  be  made 
receivable,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  to  be  received  for  more  than 
their  real  value.  If  the  law,  for  instance,  had  made  any  other  commodi- 
ty receivable  in  payment  for  taxes,  it  ^ould  hardly  be  contended  that 
such  commodity,  should  be  received  for  more  than  its  specie  value;  and 
we  can  see  no  sanctity  in  bank  paper,  to  exempt  it  from  the  operation  of 
a  principle,  which  is  applicable  in  all  other  cases.  The  crisis,  to  which  the 
prostration  of  the  Bank  reduced  the  State,  made  it  extremely  diflUcult  to 
decide  upon  a  course  of  policy  that  would  preserve  the  revenue  of  1842, 
and  render  it  available  for  public  purposes,  and  yet  lighten  if  possible, 
the  burdens  of  a  community  almost  destitute  of  a  currency. 

The  foregoing  were  the  measures  adopted  for  this  purpose,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  at  such  a  period  of  trial,  the  people  would  prudently  suspend 
the  payment  of  revenue,  until  the  Legislature  should  have  an  opportani- 
ty  of  providing  some  remedy  for  the  difiiculties  which  threatened  to  orer- 
whelm  the  State. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1842  the  State  Bank  suffered  its  notes  to  depie* 
ciate  more  than  one  half  upon  their  nominal  value.  This  having  occurred 
in  the  midst  of  a  fiscal  year,  when  the  revenue  of  1841  was  partly  col- 
lected, it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  reception  of  the  residue  of  the 
tax  of  that  year  in  the  same  currency.  Hence,  this  paper  became  the 
only  medium  of  payment  to  public  creditors.  Judges,  and  other  oflSoers 
of  government,  were  obliged  to  take  it  at  par  for  their  salaries,  and  even 
the  interest  on  the  school  innd  could  bnly  be  paid  in  this  worthless  curren- 
cy. A  fraud  was  thus  unscrupulously  committed,  not  upon  the  officers 
only,  but  upon  all  who  peiformed  services  for  the  State,  in  the  collection 
of  revenue  or  otherwise,  and  even  upon  the  very  helplessness  of  infancy, 
by  depriving  the  children  of  our  citizens  of  the  means  of  obtaining  a  com- 
mon education.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the  State  sustained  immense  loss, 
in  exchanging  Auditor's  warrants,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  for  depreciated  notes,  which  it  was  often  necessary  to 
dispose  of  afterwards,  at  a  discount  of  sixty  per  cent,  to  defray  the  inci- 
dental expenses  of  government  The  'constitution  expresslv  prohibited 
the  Legislature  from  reducing  the  salaries  of  the  Ji^dges.    The  object  of 
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this  prohibition  was  to  preserve  the  independence  of  the  Judiciary.  The 
Bank,  however,  found  no  difficulty  in  reducing  their  salaries  more  than  one 
hal^  and  this  too,  when  its  own  officers  were  receiving  liberal  sitlaries  in 
gold  and  silver.  The  Legislature  had  directed,  that  all  the  taxes  when 
coUectedf  should  be  paid  over  to  the  State  Bank,  and  the  State  relied  upon 
its  ability  and  good  faith  to  defray  the  expenses  of  government.  This 
plan  of  making  a  banking  corporation,  both  the  treasury  and  pay-master 
of  ihe  State,  was  borrowed  from  the  federal  government,  whose  revenue 
bad  been  almost  always  controlled  by  banks,  previous  to  the  introduction 
of  tiie  independent  treasury.  Heretofore,  the  collection  of  revenue  rarely 
Goounenced  before  the  end  of  the  current  year,  but  it  became  manifest, 
that  tax  payers,  would  this  season,  hasten  the  payment  oi  the  revenue  of 
1843,  in  order  to  pay  in  depreciated  paper,  before  the  Legislature  could 
make  any  change  m  the  system.  The  effect  of  this  would  have  been,  to 
place  the  whole  revenue  of  the  present  year  in  the  vaults  of  the  State 
Baak,  beyond  the  reach,  both  of  the  Legislature  and  the  people.  A  State 
that  could  ^ve  away  a  yearns  revenue,  when  totally  destitute  of  credit  or 
means  to  carr^  on  the  government*  would  subject  itself  to  the  imputation 
of  insanity,  besides  it  was  not  difficult  to  foresee,  that  questions  of  im- 
mense magnitude  would  claim  the  attention  of  the  present  Legislature. 

The  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  public  debt,  as  it  is  calculated  t# 
have  a  permanent  bearing  on  the  character  and  destiny  of  our  State,  will 
call  for  the  highest  exertion  of  public  wisdom.  It  may  be  considered  ex- 
pedient to  withdraw  the  State  stock  from  the  banks,  to  appropriate  the 
whole  of  the  lands  and  public  property  owned  by  the  State  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  State  bonds,  and  to  establish  a  sinking  fund,  to  be  applied  soma 
way,  to  the  ultimate  extinguishment  of  the  debt 

Another  question  of  deep  interest  to  the  State,  is  the  disposition  to  be 
made  of  the  Canal.  That  magnificent  work  should  be  prosecuted  to  com- 
pletion if  possible.  But  how  can  any  of  these  great  objects  be  accom- 
f^lished  without  revenue?  And  how  is  revenue  ever  to  be  obtained  if  col- 
ected  in  depreciated  paper,  and  paid  over  to  the  State  Bank!  It  cannot 
be  said  with  propriety,  that  ns  the  State  is  indebted  to  the  Bank,  it  is  bound 
to  collect  the  revenue  for,  and  pay  it  over  to  that  institution.  As  the  lar- 
gest stockholder,  the  State,  even  according  to  bank  practice,  is  entitled  to 
a  much  lai^r  standing  accommodation,  than  the  whole  amount  of  the 
debt  claimed  to  be  due  from  it.  This  is  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
State  is  indebted  to  the  Bank;  but  the  more  likely  supposition  is,  that, 
upon  a  full  and  final  settlement,  when  all  dividends  and  arrears  are  fairly 
accounted  for,  the  Bank  will  fall  considerably  In  debt  to  the  State.  Un- 
der such  circumstances,  to  collect  a  yearns  revenue,  and  pay  it  ov6r  to  the 
Bank,  at  a  time  when  the  State  was  in  absolute  want  of  means  to  carry 
OD  the  government,  woufld  be  an  act  of  crowning  folhfr,  unworthy  of  any 
people  fit  for  self  government.  The  consequences  of  this  }K)licy  would 
nave  been  to  compel  the  present  Legislature,  as  it  is  responsible  for  the 
preservation  of  the  government,  to  levy  a  new  tax  to  save  it  from  instan- 
taneous dissolution.  To  prevent  any  such  necessity,  and  the  distress  that 
would  ensue  from  it,  we  issued  the  proclamations  before  alluded  to;  the 
inddeBtal  effect  of  which  was,  as  expected,  to  suspend  the  collection  of 
the  greatest  part  of  the  revenue  of  1842,  and  its  consequent  payment  to 
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the  State  Bank.  It  is  now  subject  to  the  control  of  yourhonorahle  body. 
You  can  either  continue  its  collection  in  depreciated  paper,  at  par,  or  at 
specie  value,  or  require  payment  to  be  made  in  some  other  medium.  It 
will  be  perceived  by  reference  to  the  proper  estimates,  that  the  taxes  ef 
1843,  and  the  succeeding  year,  will  admit  of  a  reduction  of  about  one 
half  on  the  present  rate.  W  hen  thus  reduced  they  can  be  earfly  collect- 
ed  in  current  funds  and  Auditor's  warrants.  This  will  create  a  demand 
for  warrants,  which  will  enhance  their  value  and  render  them  an  avail- 
able resource  to  carry  on  the  government,  until  a  sound  currency  obtains  a 
general  circulation.  The  warrants  already  outstanding,  and  unredeemed 
are  estimated  at  §"28,898  26.  The  amount  necessary  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Legislature  will  be  about  $50,000«  Tne  amount  to  be  is- 
sued next  January  to  discharge  the  interest  on  the  school  fund  will  be 
$28,365  00,  making  in  all  $107,263  26,  an  amount  more  than  sufficient 
to  pay  the  reduced  revenue  of  1842.  This,  instead  of  increasing  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  will  facilitate  their  means  of  paying  taxes,  and  furnish 
them  a  temporary,  and  easily  procurable  medium  for  that  purpose.  Th^re 
is  no  danger  of  warrants  depreciating  in  value,  so  long  as  the  annual  issue 
falls  short  of  the  annual  revenue.  This  is  not  an  untried  scheme  of  poli- 
cy.  It  is  similar  in  most  respects  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  late  Demo- 
cratic administration,  to  save  the  federal  government  from  sinking  with 
the  bankrupt  banking  institutions  of  the  country.  The  present  is  a  pro- 
pitious time  to  carry  those  principles  into  practical  operation,  which  are 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people:  to  establish  an  econom- 
ical administration  of  government — an  independent  treasury — and  to  in- 
troduce a  metallic  currency.  A  specie  circulation,  without  which  the 
people  can  never  hope  for  permanent  prosperity,  can  be  easily  obtained, 
by  compelling  the  banks  to  go  into  immediate  liquidation.  According  to 
their  own  reports,  they  have  at  this  time  nearly  a  million  of  dol- 
lars in  specie,  lying  idle  in  their  vaults.  Let  this  be  paid  out  pro  rata 
upon  their  notes,  and  put  into  general  circulation,  and  its  beneficial  effects 
will  soOn  be  felt  in  the  increased  price  of  our  domestic  products.  There 
is  no  danger  of  this  specie  being  transmitted  to  eastern  cities,  in  discharge 
of  mercantile  balances.  Exchange  is  now  in  favor  of  St.  Louis;  and  capi- 
tal that  has  been  for  some  time  past  accumulating  in  the  east,  is  find- 
ing its  way  westward,  in  quest  of  the  rich  productions  of  the  Mississippi 
valley.  From  the  unrivalled  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Illinois,  all  that  its  citi- 
zens require,  is  their  proportionate  share  of  the  precious  metals,  to  enter 
into  successful  competition  in  foreign  markets,  with  the  most  favored 
states  of  the  Union.  It  is  folly  to  hope  for  better  timeSf  while  the  chan- 
nels of  trade  are  choked  up  with  depreciated  paper.  So  long  as  the 
banks  are  continued  in  exbtence,  so  long  will  the  prosperity  of  our  peo- 
ple be  retarded.  They  have  almost  sucked  the  life-blood  out  of  the  State 
already.  Instead  of  bringing  in  foreign  capital,  and  disseminating  it 
amongst  the  people,  they  have  been  effective  engines  in  the  hands  of  for- 
eign speculators,  to  drain  the  State  of  all  its  substantial  wealth.  Since  the 
establishment  of  these  institutions,  there  has  been  ten  millions  of  money 
borrowed  and  expended  amongst  the  citizens  of  Illinois;  wealth  has  also 
been  obtained  from  emigration,  and  the  exportation  of  domestic  products,. 
and  yet  all  this  has  disappeared  as  if  by  enchantment,  and  the  State  i§ 
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1842  finds  itself  steeped  in  povertj,  and  depending  for  a  currency  upon 
depreciated  paper.  The  time  has  arrived  to  reinove  these  agents  of  our 
-impoverishment,  and  we  trust  the  measures  wc  have  taken  to  facilitate 
the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  will  meet  with  jour  approbation  and 
approval. 

The  accompanjinff  documents  will  explain  the  nature  of  the  measures 
to  which  we  resorted. 

THOS.  CARLIN,  Governor. 

JAS.  SHIELDS,  Auditor. 

M.  CARPENTER,  Treasurer. 
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ilSnt  Astral* 


BANK  OF  ILLINOIS, 

C<nUaining  a  staiemeni  of  its  amdiHmj  liabilUies^  and  resourceif  on  the 

12thNavembetyl842. 


DECEMBER  13,  1849. 
Beadf  laid  on  the  taUe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Bakk  or  IiJiiifois, 

8ha»neetownj20thNov.fl64!L 
To  the  JEhfu  SnAXEA 

of  the  House  of  Rtpreseniatives: 

Sn:  In  compliance  with  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain  banks,  &c."  I  have  the  honor 
heiewifli  to  furnish  jou  with  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the  condi* 
tion  of  tins  Bank  and  branchest  on  the  12th  inst,  being  the  latest  report 
firom  the  Bank. 

On  examination  of  this  statement  you  will  perceive  that  our  immediate 
liabilities  consist  of  the  following  items^  iiz% 

Circulation  .  -  -         ,  -  -  |757^8  00 


United  States  Treasmer 
Unclaimed  dividends 
Individual  deposites 
Due  to  other  Danks 


40  oa 

1,908  OO 
88,634  69 
11,684  15 


And  immediate  means  as  foUows,  tis 
Specie           ....       307,04047 
Notes  of  other  banks             •           •          3,605  00 
Due  from  other  banks            •           •        44,853  48 

1860,114  84 

354,498  85 
$505,615  89 

To  meet  'which  we  have  remote  means  as  follows,  viz: 
fiyis  disconnted    -           •           •         :  • 
ffills  of  exchange             •           •     ,      • 
Siupended  debt               .... 
Illinois  bonds  and  scrip      .... 
Bank  and  insarance  stock            ... 
Real  estate           ..... 

1,170,619  87 

901,843  76 

133369  59 

370318  34 

11,300  00 

96,661  34 

11367,013  80 

In  Fel)ruary,  1843,  our  immediate  liabilities  were    -        $1,497,969  55 
They  are  now  -   ,        •'  ':      -  -  860,114  84 

Showing  a  reduction  the  last  nine  ptootbs  of  •  $637,854  71 


At  the  same  time  oifriciy^^l^Qii  wM  ^  -  ,     )$l, 310,492  00 

It  is  now      *  .       .   .  -  -  .  767,848  00 


Being  a  decrease  the  last  nio^  jnonths  of;  -  -  ,        $553,644  00 

Owing  to  the  state  of  suspension  in  which  this  Bank  has  been  for  some 
time,  the  holders  of  its  notes,  to  the  amouoi  of  about  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  have  availed  themselTes .  of  the^.provisioa  iJO.  the  8th  section 
of  our  charter,  and  have  presented  them  for  specie,  under  the  supposition* 
tfiat  they  can  demand  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  until  paid.  Almost  the 
whole  amount:  of  thi^  p^p^is  now  held  by  brokers  and  oankers  residing 
^ut  of  the  iStat%  and  ^  greatmany^  no  doubt,  have  purchased  it  at  a  heavy 
discount  for  the  purpose  of  exacting  this  enormous  interest.*  Now,  as . 
the  State  is  the  holder  of  three-fo.urws  of,  the  capita^  .stock  in  this  Bank, 
she  will,  as  a  matter  of  course,  have  to  pay.thi^e-fourths  of  the  iivterest 
accruing  on  th6  paper  presented  for  payment. 

Under  the  present  deranged  state  ^fa^l  kinds  of  business,' and  the  great ' 
depreciation  ot  the  Value  o?  property,  together  with.'th^  valuation  law,  it* 
has  been  impossible  to  coerce  the  collection  of  debts  doe  thli  Barik  with' 
out  great  sa4:rifices,  as  well  to  the  Bank  as  the  citizens  of  the  State,  aiUt 
accordingly  fe#  or  no  suits  have  been  brought.,  Yfet,  notwithitandftig 
these  obstacles,  we  have  reduced  our  immediate  lia^bHitie^  in  tht  last  nine' 
mpntbs  $637,'854  71,  and  our' circulation  $552,644,  as  pe^  statcmttit  be> 
foi^  .m^eotipned.  This  fact  evinces  a  desire,  on  the  part  of  thos^  indebted 
to  the  institution,  to  satisfjr  their  debts  without  compulsion  of  law^  which 
is  wprthy  of  all  commendation;  and  further  shows,  that  if  'the  Bd^k  caix 
extend  to  them  a  little  longer  indulgence,  they  can  discharge  their  liabiK* 
tics  wit^ut  sacrificing  all  their  proper^.  And  if  the  State  had  been 
able  to  pay  the  money  loaned  to  her  by  this  Bank,  say,  three  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars^  instead  of  giving  bonds  ^erefor,  according  to 
an  act  of  the  last  Legislature,  this  Bank  could  hav6  successfully  resumed 
with  the  Banks  of  Kentuckjr  and  Indiana.  As  it  is,  the  question  of  re- 
sumption is  one  now  dependmg  upon  the  ability  of  its  debtors  of  aH  da^ 
ses  to  meet  fheir  liabilities.  And  while  I  am  instructed  to  assure  the 
Legislature  of  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Board  to  resume  at  an  early  day,  it 
is,  at  the  same  time,  more  than  probable  that  another  crop  must  tie  raised 
and  sent  to  market  before  that  time  will  arrive, 

Allx>£,wbicU  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SIDDALL,  CisMer- 
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Iluhou)                                   H  R.  (ISra  Amtoi. 

Lbqm*  {  •  ^Iw  Sesmoh, 

KEPORT 

OF  THB 

STATE  BANK  OF  ILLINOIS, 

Containing  a  siaiement  of  its  condition^  UaMiHes  and  resourtxs^  on  the  ht 

December^  1843. 


I)£C£MBl»ll3,1842. 
RMd,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Statb  Bank  <»  Illinois^ 
Decemier  10ihyl842. 
To  the  Honorabk 

the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois: 
In  compliance  with  one  of  the  proyinons  of  the  12th  section  of  the 
^^Act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain  banks,"  the  directors  of  the 
State  Bank  of  Illinois  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  General  Assembly, 
the  accompanying  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Bank  and  its  branch- 
es, on  the  1st  day  of  the  present  month. 

THOMAS  MATHER,  President. 
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From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  assetts  oi  the  Banki  exclusive 
cf  ike  State  indAtedness^  are  as  follows,  viz: 
Total  am'nt  of  debt  due  by  individuals 

and  corporations        •        •        •  $1,775,892  38 

Real  estate        •  ...  1,144,666  35^ 

Cash,  as  above  «  ...  515,137  22 


And  that  the  liabilites  of  the  Bank,  ex- 
chuive  of  the  capital  stocky  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Notes  in  circulation        .        .        .         |1,454,279  00 

Amount  due  depositors   .        •        •  75,918  40. 

^        ^<    canal  commissioners  , 

other  banks  &c.,  as  above,  •        •  20,783  03 

Bonds  of  the  Bank,  created  to  con- 
stitute the  real  estate  fund,  pay- 
able in  185G         .  .    .        .        .,  200,000  00 


$3,435,695  95 


$1,750,980  42 


i*^OIBl                                             H.  R  «  13IH  Amm. 

J^^Lf  1  iw  Sm»ioit. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OFTHB 


COMMISSIONERS 


OF  TBK 


I]^J(a|IQJ(S^A:NI>  MICHIGAN  CANAL, 


TO  XHB 


^        QJJlljElt At  ASSEMBLY. 


DECEMBER  23»  1849. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  1,000  ordered  to  be  printed. 


SPRINGFIELD: 
WiujAK  Waltsei,  PabUc^Prfnter. 

1843. 


Springfidd,  December  "il,  1842. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  lUpresentatives: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Represen* 
tatives  the  seventh  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  Canal^  and  the  accompanying  documents. 

I  bavQ  the  hoBcur  to  be  &c., 
'    ^  THOMAS  FORD. 


REPORT 

OP  THX 

CANAL  COMMISSIONERS. 


Canal  OvncSy  Lockfort, 
December  15, 1842. 
To  HU  BkcceUtncy^  Thomas  FV>itD, 

Governor  of  the  State  oflllinoii: 
Sir:  Iq  obediei^ce  to  law,  the  Board  of  CSommissioncrs  of  the  Jllinois 
and  Michigan  Canal  beg  leave  respectfully  to  subnet  their 

S&oenlh  onHval  Report: 

In  entering  upon  this  duty  we  promise  to  be  as  brief  as  the  nature  of 
the  subject  will  admit.  The  voluminous  character  of  the  reports  of  Hhe 
Treasurer,  Secretary  ^d  engineers,  and  the  late  period  at  which  these 
reports  iivere  received,  and  a  desire  to  place  them  before  the  LegiskUure 
at  as  early  a  day  of  the  session  as  possible,  actuate  us  to  pursue  this 
course. 

To  arrive  at  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  the  new  board, 
and  a  just  view  of  their  proceedings,  reference  must  be  had  to  the  condi- 
tion 01  the  work  at  the  time  they  took  charge  of  it  in  March,  A.  D.  1841. 
There  was  then  in  circulation  ^409,448  70  of  six  per  cent  scrip  issued 
on  the  first  of  March,  1840,  arid  a  large  balance  due  to  contractors  upon 
woilc  previously  done,  the  exact  amount  of  which  we  have  no  means  at 
present  of  ascertaining.  T^e  secretanr  was  called  upon  some  time  ago 
to  pi^pare  a  statement  exhibiting  this  fact,  but  has  failed  to  do  so,  and  it 
is  now  impossible  to  get  at  the  precise  sum*  Mr.  Gooding,  the  chief  en- 
gineer, has,  however,  made  an  approximate  estimate,  based  upon  the  best 
da&  he  can  obtain^  and  supposes  it  will  not  vary  much  from  $234^259, 
b^sideWhe  retained  per  centage.  l*o  meet  these  demands  there  was 
nothing  in  the  treasury  etcept  a  few  thousand  dollars  of  State  Bank  paper, 
belonging  to  the  contihgent  fund,  which  was  soon  absoibed  in  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries  and  other  incidental  expenses.  The  scrip  had  been  issu- 
ed under  the  expectation  itwould.be  redeemed  at  an  early  period ,  and' 
contractors  who  had  balances  due  them  were  solicitous  for  payment.  The 
Legislature  at  its  then  recent  session, liad  adjourned  without  making  any 
provision  to  m<set  these  demands,  or  for  the  further  prosecution  oT  the 
work,  and  ^  might  be  expected,  general  distrust  and  embarrassmeal 
ensued  throughout  the  entire  line  of  the  canal.  The  secretary  and  engi- 
neers in  their  accompany'ng  reports  labor  to  produce  the  impression  that 
a  general  swipension  of  the  work  did  not  take  place  until  after  the  organic 
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AccordiDglji  early  in  the  summer  a  partj  of  engineera  was  s^t  to 
locate  the  line  and  revise  the  estimates  preparatory  to  the  letting  which 
took  place  on  the  20th  of  September;  ' 

In  revising  these  estimates,  no' attention  was  paid  to  former  ones,  as  the 
accompanying  Icftter  from  the  commissioners  to  Witf.  Goodine,  chief  en- 
gineer, marked  **  A*' and  his  reply  marked  *»B,''^il!  clearly  show.  But 
this  fact  wiD  appear  in  a  stili  more  striking  point  of  view  by  comparing 
tiie  former  with  the  subsequent  estimates.  The  fii-st  estimate  was  made 
in  1836,  and  amounted  to  $505,307  98. 

The  aggregate  amount  pf  the  estimates  made  in  1841  was  $449,310  05, 
and  the  work  was  awarded  at  $63,134  01  I^ss  than  this  estimate  which 
subtracted  from  it,  and  the  remainder  deducted  from  $505,307  98  will 
show  a  difference  in  favor  of^  the  last  letting  of  $119,131  94  compared 
with  the  estimates  of  1830. 

It  wiH  be  remembered  by  those  conversant  with  the  history  of  th^  ca- 
nal, that  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the 
last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  giving  this  work  to  ah  ^'association 
of  contractors''  at  the  original  estimate,  to  which,  however,  there  was  sub- 
sequently and  before  the  passage  of  the  bill  through  the  House  a  proviso 
attached,  requiring  the  commissioners  m  the  first  place  to  offer  it  at  pub- 
lic letting,  and  if  no  responsible  person  or  persons  would  take  it  at  less 
than  this  estiinate,  and  receive  in  payment  canal  bonds  at  par,  then  said 
work  should  be  l^t  to  contractors  associated  under  the  provisions  of  tbe 
act.  This  proviso,  drawing  an  invidious  disiinction  between  different 
contractors,  compelhog  those  not  associated  under  the  act  to  take  the  work 
at  less  than  the  estimate,  and  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to  do  so,  giving  it  to 
the  associatioh  at  the  estimate^  would  have  been  but  a  weak  and  ineffectoal 
barrier  between  incorporated  power  and  individual  enterprise.  Indeed, 
little  or  no  ddubt  can  be  entertained  that  the  whole  canal  would  soon 
have  fallen  into  the  liands  of  the  company  at  its  original  estimates  under 
the  operation  pf  this  bill,  if  it  had  passed  into  a  law,  and  thus  the  State 
have  been  compelled  to  pay  a  very  large  amount  more  for  the  work  than 
it  can  be  done  for.  Allusion  is  made  to  this  act  not  for  the  purpose  of 
casting  censure  upon  any  individual,  but  to  show  the  loss  the  State  would 
have  Sustained  by  disposing  of  the  work  on  the  canal  according  to  its  pro- 
visions. It  may  also  be  observed  that  having  required  cash  estimates  of 
the  work  to  be  offered  for  contract,  and  a  determination  not  to  award  it 
at  prices  beyond  those  estimates,  induced  the  commissioners  to  believe 
that  if  nothing  was  gained  by  the  letting,  nothing  certainly  could  be  lost 
to  the  State.  The  expense  of  the  survey  and  location  of  the  line  would 
necessarily  be  incurred,  if  not  then,  at  some  future  period,  and  the  work 
executed  would  be  so  much  done  at  fair  prices.  We  could  not  doubt  but 
TPisdom  and  sound  policy  required  we  should  endeavor  to  bring  some  poi:- 
tion  of  the  line  into  use  aiB  soon  as  possible,  and  consequently  that  part 
which  would  give  the  greatest  lecgtn  for  the  least  money.  The  course 
before  pursued,  was  to  confine  operations  to  tbe  heaviest  work,  leaving 
the  lighter  portions  undisturbed,  until  ther^  would  be  time  just  sulBoieat 
allowed  for  its  completion  at  the  time  of  the  completion  of  the  heavier 
work,  that  the  canal  mieht  all  be  put  into  operation  at  the  same  moment. 
This  idea,  magnificent  in  its  conception,  but  fatal  in  its  consequences, 
operated  in  the  construction  of  our  internal  improvement  system,  has  pre- 


7  :[^] 

n^d  in  few  otfier  Statess  and  i^  uiiBuHe4:  to  t)B^  prf^sant  age  of  common 
jeosc  and  souDd  ecpnomy;  ; 

The  cbiej  eD^ineor,  hqwev^er,  arrives  at  tbe  ponchisifOn  in  bis  report, 
tbatif  tbe  canu  w^i^Qfopleted  from  Juliet  toits  western  termination  it 
could  not  be  supplied  with  water  during  the  whole  navigable  part  of  the 
jear»  and  if  it  could  it  would  be  of  Uttb  use  and  afford  but  a  trifling  rer- 
cnue.  Upon  all  these  points  the  commiesionera  differ  with  him,  except 
■  the  first,  and  as  to  this,  they  are  willing  to  concede  that  in  Tery  dry  aea- 
.  sons,  probably  the  Des  Plaines  and  Du  Page  *riyers  would  not  attbrd  a 
sufficient  vpluma  for  navigation  during  the  whole  timei  but  .admit  they 
would  do  it  for  only  half  this  time,  bm  this  it  is  presumed  will  not  be  dis- 
puted, and  within  this  period  large  quantities  of  wheat  and  produce  of 
almost  every  description  would  pass  in  boats  to  Juliet  and  be  carried  by 
waggons  from  thence  to  Chicago,  which  would  return  with  lumber,  sah, 
castings  and  inerchandize  of  various  kinds  that,  would  be  shipped  at  this 
pt int  ^r  Peru  on  the  Illinois  river,  and  thus  prove  advantageous,  not  oolly 
to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  State,  but  a  considerable  xeYeone* 
irould  be  derived  from  the  (^oration. 

.  There  was  still  another  consideration  connected  with  this  subject  that, 
^de  fromat^y  other  reason,  would  have  sictuated  us  to  pursue  the  course 
^jredid  hat  concentrating  all  the  force  pos^ble  upon  the  line  from  Juliet 
49wn^  By  reference  to  a  former  part  of  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
jfoquired  on  the  first  of  Marchf  1841^  accordii^  to  Mr.  Goodingfs  report 
cOl  1840  and  tbe  returns  of  estimates  in  the  office,  $2,776,394  IS  to  com- 
.plete  the  summit  division,  ^he  origin^  estimate  for  which  was  ^4,853^ 
7^  00,  while  its  length  was  only  29.$!  miles.  This  division  is  commonly 
k^own  as  the  ^deep  .cut,''  in  relation  to  which  there  was  a  Yety  animated 
^d  exciting  cont^versy  in  the  Liogislature  of  1836-7.  The  fact,  that 
SQ  small  a  portion  of  the  line  upon  which  there  were  no  structures  of  any 
;  coi^sequence,  was^estimated  to  cost  more  than  all  the  balances  of  the 
WOp^M'  justly  excited  public  attention,  and  led  to  the  enquiry  whether  it 
could  not  be  constructed  upon  a  laised  level  of  eight  or  ten  feet  and  a  supply 
of  water  drawn,  from  the  neighboring  streams.  The  history  of  the  ooa- 
troyersy  growing- out  of  this  question  has  been  so  fully  detailed  by  the 
c^ef  engineer  m  his  report,  that  the  comnussionersi  find  few  deficiencies 
to  Supply. 

Two.  reports  were  made,  one  in  favor  of  and  the  other  against  the 
^deep  cut,"  the  former  by  Mr.  Thomas  of  the  Senate,  and  the  latter  by 
Mr.  Cloud  of  the  House.  .  All  the  ipformatioa  that  could  be  elicited  upon 
the  subject  at  ^he  time  was  obtained,  and  the  Legislature  finally  deter- 
mined the  work  should  be  still  prosecujted  on  tbe  ^^deep  cut'^  pton,  without, 
it  ifi  believed,  ^  thorough  and  scrutinizing  investigatiim  intone proeiicabik 
it7  of,  adopting  the  ^shallow  cut  ;^' mainly  for  the  reason  that  no  doubt 
fteemed  to  be  tbenenteiftained  ^utthat  the  magnificient  donation  of  lands 
by  Congress  would  yield  an  amount  fully  adequate  to  finish  the  work  upon 
the  most  expensive  scale.  '     ^ 

The  various  engineers  who  had  gauged  the  Calumet,  Des  Plaines  and 
Fox  .rivers,  estimated  the  quantity  of  cubic  feet  of  water  they  would 
furnish  per  jninute  differently,  apd  it  dc^s  not  appear  that  it  was  serious* 
ly  contemplated  jat  that  period  that  any,  other  streem  j^ojaid  be  iatroduoed 
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asafeeS^n  Tbe  kilTddActlbii  df  ti^  ¥V)k  At  ^m«  el^  poftrt  ab6Ve 
Lockport  was  decided  to  be  impracticable,  and  M  doiibt  iftms  and  still  fau 
To  piaee^howerm*,  ibift  ^Mtiob  beyond  controtehij^il'^es  d^ermined  to 
•  emphj  4he  servit^  of  smnd  di^bAgaished  ebgihee^  o)^'  ancfher  State, 
ijiprho  stood  iRM^otili^cted  with  *ihe  Himit&^tsy.  Accordingly,  tbe  eomd^ 
skmers  in  piii««faiice  <^  law  l^tited  Jud^  Wiigtit  of  New  York  to  male 
tbe  requisite  exaftninatiotiis,  who  ebmplied  with  that  iBvitation^  and  in  the 
CMrly  part  <if  October,  ld3T,anitred  at  Chicago,  and  soon  after  entered 
ilpoa  the  duty  assigned  Idni,  and  the  i:esiilt  of  his  investigation  comihti- 
nicated  to  the  Legislature  in  December,  1888,  seem^  to  hate  left  the  qti^s- 
^n  in  as  moch  doubt  as  it  Was  before^  Ite  adopted  as  the  baris  of  bis 
epinion  <^e  measurements  that  had  been  previouHly  made  by  other  en- 
gineerSt  and  concluded  the  waters  of  the  Cahiitiet,  as  iltey  rose  in  tbe 
State  of  Indiana,  notwitfastanditig  they  sWept  through  a  portion  of  Illinois, 
wheiB  it  was  proposed  tt>  drain  them  out,  and'  discharged  themselves  infb 
lih»  lake  within  its  limits,  were  not  the  legitimate  waters  of  the  State,  He 
tixpfesses  lio  opinion  as  to  the  quantity  ^  water  the  Bes  Flaines  would 
furnish  except  upon  the  data  prepared  by  othelhs,  and  none  at  adl  upon  the 
quantitr  ttie  Cidumet  would  supply  for  the  canal;  noi^  does  it  appear  from 
any  mfoitddtion  within  ourHBach  that  h^  directed  bis  attention  to  aby 
other  streEinM,  but  arrived  at  tie  conclusion  as  it  wa^  not  pmcficaUe  xo 
introduce  tbe  Fox  fiver  as  a  feeder  above  Lockport,  and  the  Des  Haines 
accof ding  tb  the  measurements  of  the  United  St^es  engineers  would 
-only  furnish  54«800  cubic  feet  per  hour,  and  the  Calumet  was  ^ot  the  *^h^ 
^timate  waters  of  the  State,''  that^  therefore,  a  ^ply  of  Water  for  "(bib 
camdf  must  neeessarihr  be  dfiawn  from  tb^  lake. 

After  this  report  of  Judge  Wright  Was  suMnitted  wittr  tbat  of  the  tdm- 
miisionets  accompanying  ft  to  the  L^gislattifd,  tbe  questioh  appeared  to 
be  put  entirely  at  rest.  But  the  new  board  en  enteniig'tlpon  tbe  ddtfes 
of  their  office  paid  some  attention  to  thi^  sorbjed.  and  in  vrew  of  the  ekir- 
barrassed  condition  of  the'  Stkte,  tb6  expeii^i¥^  dmracter  t)f  the  WtMt, 
the  amount  required  to  complete  it,  find  the  ^tUed  bislief  that  a  suppler  of 
water  couM  be  obtain^  upon  a  raised  level,  led  them  to  the  conciusioiiy 
as'they  hod  no  power  to  dmnge  thtf  plan  of  the  canal;  it  beitlg  fixed  ind 
delermiaed  by  laiw,  that  it  wa^  the  best  poKcy  to  do  notlnng  u]f»oik 
this  division  until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Legislature,  and  in  the  medto 
tiih^  more  fally  te^  the  feasibility  of  adopting  the  ^shallow  cut,''  and  ihis 
opinira  they  freely  and  frankly  expressed.  Yet,  as  the  principal  part  of 
h  was  under  contract,  in  making  payments  to  contractors  tliey  could  noi 
refuse  to  place  those  who  had  balances  due  them  or  the  few  who  contibo*- 
dd  tb  operate  for  a  short  time,  Upon  to  eqtrti  footihg  with  others.  A  latge 
amount  of  woric,  howaver,  done  tkpoil  this  portion  of  the  line  was  elTfected 
by  an  arra^ngement  between  ^me  of  the  cbntnictors  Who  held  portions  t^ 
it,  with  the  Governor  in  August,  1841^  with  which  the  commissioners  had 
nothing  to  do. 

The  result  of  the  chief  engineer's  investigations  pertMning  to  thi^  tokt^ 
ier,  will  be  foand  embraced  in  b^  reporti  It  will  be  seen  he  propo^ 
three  plans  for  ttit  completion  of  the  canal  upon  a  raised  level  of  ei^t 
feet,  neither  ot  wiiich,  however,  he  spedfically  recomniends,  but  his  opih^^ 
Jm  can  be  veiy  emity  drawn  froiA  his  ^eport<    The  cost  of  the  first  be 
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«si!Mftte8,  ^fcliiMve  of f^cders^  if|iI^7Tr,538S$,t|i6  afcWd,  ^1,8TS,187  96 
luid  the  third  ^1,992,150  08.  To  matte  tip  the^e  amounts  it  is  assuined 
fSbtd  it  #ill  require  $390,000  to  settle  with  the  old  dbntt^ctors  mi  mdote 
Ihem  io  relinquish  tfac^r  jobs.  Deduct  this  sum  fVom  flie  ahioutit  required' 
'to  compkfte  the  irorfeon  th^  first  platr,  ibrithas  i«>t  Woperiy  tnj  thing 
io  df>  with  the  cooistroction  Account,  and  ft  wflFshtr^  thttfjl,547,536  28 
^viH  be  required  to  finish  the  entire  can^l,  being  ^l,438^8OT  90  less  thdn 
titb"  amount  required  td  cbmpfete  ftie  sdinmlt  division  ^iie,  on  the  first  of 
-  Marcfi,  1841.  $459^459  48,  tfie  amdtitit  n&W  estithated  to  finish  this-  di- 
Vision,  according  to  the  present  plan,  deducted  from  fJ, 7^6,394  18,  will 
ihow  a  difibr<ence  in  its  fkvor  of  f^2,316,^41  70,  wiien  compared  with  the 
worit  to  be  done  ujpon  it  on  the  first  of  March,  IS41.  The  Bimc  procefss 
of  reasoning  and  the  same  general  Petolf$  will  hold  good  in  reference  to 
tite  other  two  plaiw  except' they  arfe  Estimated  to  c6sta  Kitlfe  more. 

It  should  not  be  (orgotton  either  that  in  adopting  either  of  these  plans 
ttc  wAter  power  upon  and  the  navigation  if  tbe  feeders  created  by  their 
calistruetion,  istronfipnted  to  be  Woith  as  mfuch  as  th^.co^t; 

!ii  file  estimate  of  Mr.  Gooding  it  will  hb  ob^rved.fr^  hatd  iikcladed  flie 
^6tM  of  constructing  a  feeder  from  the  Kankafi^e^  atid  h^i  expressed  the 
Opinion  it  will  be  necif/sfery  tb  introduce  the  Watferdo^  thkt  riVet  to  insttfc 
a  sisifficitot  supply  in  diy  seasons.  The  data  upoA  irhfch  he  arrives  at 
Ihid  conclusion  is  based  upon  th^  cnlctdatioh  that  ft  wBI  require  9,934 
cttbtcfeetdf  water  to  supply  the  canal  firom  fe^ction  TUdi  I  tb  Marseilles, 
©om  whfch  point  it  is  to  be  fecji  frbm  ¥6x  iivet,  and  that  the  Calumet, 
Ues  Plaint  aid  D*  Pag^  f iters  ^ill  only  sunjjly,  allowing  for  all  Ibsses, 
'6j309cubic  feet  per  iftinute,  showing  a  deficiency  df  3,624  cubic  feet 
jier  ttUndte.  N.  I>.  Elwodd,  one  of  the  resident  engineers  tipon  the  line, 
"Alid  one  who^h^  bestowed  a  ^d  deaf  of  attehtion  upon  this  subject*  has 
ftrffiii^ed  the  t^fesiddnt  of  the  board  witfh  a  utatefmett"!:  Which  we  IMiiks 
^Wfll  stand  the  testdf  the  most  rigid  Scrutiny,  itt  ^hich  heaves  it  as  Ms 
opidii^  that  these  three  la^t  mentioned  streams,  Calumet,  Des  Flainesand 
Du  Ps^e,  wHliurrtish  arolume  of  water  in  the  bveragfe  fequal  from  12,OrtO 
«  16,(K)0ctibic  feet  p<ir  minute  in  their  ordinary  stages,  from  30,000  to 
40^)00  in  their  fatghest,  attd  9,000  in  tb^  lowest,  add  he  does  ndi  hesiU^lfb 
to  express  the  belief  thej  would  be  sufficient  to  feed  the  sunuint  divisitih 
and  afifoi'd  besides  a  considerable  ^rpliiii  fer  manufacturing  purpdses. 
Whether  Mr.  Elwood'^ii'  Mr.  Goodmg  w  right,  the  eommi^oners  will  ndt 
undertake  to  fletermitle,  but  from  the  nngnitude  of  the  question  involved 
it  win  require  further  ihvesti|tttion.  It  may,  hoT*rever,  he  remarked  here 
fiteit  if  ihe  Calumet,  Des  Phbnes  and  Du  Pa^,  should  prove  inadequ;^ 
to  itfpply  the  eainal  with  the  water  after  a  fair  t^t,  the  Kankakee  could 
ttftenitrards  beintrodtlced  dtno  greater  cdst  than  at  first; 

Anoflteirteriousi  not  tA  iay  InKtiperable  dbjection  to  'fhfe  *Hleep  cut**  to, 
that  experience  has  proven  qtricksand  is  encountered  frttm  ten  to  eighteeti 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  *arth  at  diflerent  places,  which  would  be  diffi- 
onh  tod  expensive,  fterhap^ impossible  to  overcame,  afid  from  the  depths  of 
tito  banks  they  would  necessarilv  give  wb^  to  a  greater  %i  lesd  extent,  anjA 
^asb  into  gullies  by  the  action  of  the  surfkce  Water,  and  form  bars  in  th6 
tenal  fldfl^ient  in  many  imltintes  tb  obstruct  the  navigation  unled^ 
removed. '     ■  *     ' 
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From  all  thes^  facts  at  least  one  inq^ortsmt  concIusioD  can  bje  arrived  at, 
and  that  is  that  it. would  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  abandon  the  ^^deqf^ 
and  adopt  thjs  '^shallow  cut^^  and  the  commissioners  do  not  hesitate  to  re- 
commend su<ph  a  course  in  the  strongest  terms.  The  immense  difiereiiee 
in  the  cost  of  the  two  plans  and  the  time  that  would  be  saved  in  iinishiog 
the  work,  to  say  nothing  about  the  ^  impossibility  of  provi^ding  funds  to 
complete  it  as  originally  undertaken,  should  alone  be  sufficient  to  produc^e 
this  result.  As  to  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  adopt  the  first,  second 
oi;  third  plan  detailed  by  Mr.  Gooding  ia  his  report,  we  respect!  ully  sug- 
gest, it  would  be  proper  for  the  Legislature  to  leave  the  Comn^issioners  to 
exercise  their  best  discretion  in  the  premises  after  a  more  thorough  aad 
searching  investieation  into  the  matter. 

The  probable  Toss  to  the  State  bjr  adopting  the  ^^deep  cut''  in  the  first 
instance 'upon  the  work,  already  done,  Mr.  Gooding ,  estimates  at  about 
11,225,000. 

The  only  obstacle  presented  to  adopting  the  '' shallow  cut"  is  the  con- 
tracts already  existing  upon  the  summit  division*  All,  but  thirteen  sec- 
tions of  this  division  are  considered  in  this  condition,  ^nd  the  chief  engi- 
neer estimates  it  will  require  |^30,000^  settle  with  the  contractors,  incta- 
sive  of  the  per  centage  retained.  This  sum  the  commissioners  believe  to 
be  greatly  too  large,  and  they  have  no  doubt  but  the  difficulty  presented 
can  be  easily  removed  for  ^  much  less  amount.  The  best  ^i^nner,  boif- 
ever,  to  effect  it  is  a  matter  of  some  doubt.  The  history  of  the  public  ira- 
\  provements  of  the  State  furnish  mournful  evidence  of  the  fact  that  when 
'  individuals  claimed  damages  they  were  almost  certain  to  obtain  as  mucah 
as  their  consciences,  would  allow  them  to  ask.  Persons  wlio  had  extrava- 
gant notions  of  the  value  of  property  were  generally  selected  as  witnesses, 
and  the  damages  allowed  were  m  accordance  with  their  opinions.  This 
would  probably  be  the  case  in  the  present  instance  unless  the  Legidatme 
should  throw  around  the  settlement  of  these  contracts  safeguards  to  pre- 
vent similar  abuses.  The  commissioners  by  no  means  desire  to  oppress 
the  contractors,  nor  do  they  hesitate  \o  express  the  belief  that  they  would 
be  entitled  to  compensation  if  their  contracts  are  taken  from  themi  but 
fliey  would  preyent,  if  in  their  power,, any  thing  beyond  a  fair  and  juat 
equivalent. 

Upon  the  remainder  of  the  line  no  obstruction  of  this  kind  will  be  en- 
countered. As  their  exists  no  necessity  of  a  change  of  plan  the  old  coo- 
tractors  can  proceed  with  their  jobs.  And  as  to  the  work  let  by  the  new 
board  it  will  all  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Legislature,  or  our  success- 
sors  in  office  after  the  4th  of  March  next  It  was  thought  necessary  <ni 
letting  it  to  requhre  its  completion  within  a  specified  time^  and  to  provide 
that  no  damage  should  be  paid  ii  the  work  should  c€;ase  for  any  reason^ 
That  time  has  expired,  but  with  u  view  of  having  fA  much  done  aa  possi- 
ble the  commissiopers  agreed  to  extend  it  to  the  period  designated. 
M  Although  the  word ''con tract"  is  used  in  relation  to  the  work  let  by 
^em,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  there  was  in  fact  no  contracts  execu- 
ted, with  very  few  exceptions,  and  these  have  since  been  declared  aban* 
doued  or  subject  to  be  at  any  moment*  If  it  should  hereafter  be  thought 
advisable  to  ofier  the  work  again  for  letting,  4inder  i^he  supposition  ii^can 
be  fiuished  for  less  money,  there  €u:e  no  difficulties  in  the  way  to  >  pi^evW 
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sajc^  a  proceediog.    We  determioed  that  we  would  enetiinber  Uie  ->  oai^d 

wiib  no  contracts  or  prppositions  to  extend  beyond  the  tenns  of  oar 
office,  bat  leave  that  portion  of  it  subject  to  our  control  as  free  as  when 

'  we  took  charge  of  it. 

R3rerence  is  made  to  the  report  of  the  resident  engineer  for  xhe 
amount  of  work  done  since  March,  1840.  Although  not  as  much  has 
been  accomplished  as  was  atone  time  expected,  owing  to  the  constantly 
declining  value  of  State  securities,  and  other  almo3t  insunnountable  ob* 

•  stacles  which  met  us  at  every  step  from.the  conunencement  of  our  official 
duties,  still  something  has  been  effected  under  as  gloomy  a^d,  discouraging 
circumstances  as  were  ever  encountered  ifi  the  construction  of  a  public 
work/ 

At  pages  eleven  and  twelve  of  the  chief  engineer's  report  he  alludes  to 
ifti  investigation  he  was  directed  to  make  astow^^iat  would  bp  the  differ- 
ence in  the  cost  of  completing  the  summit  division  by  cutting  it  two  leet 
less  in  depth  than  was  required  by  the  original  plan,  and  niauDg.it  twen- 
ty feet  in  width  and  the  result  of  his  palci^^Aton  is»  that  it  would  reduce 
the  expense  $818,691  31,  leaving  it  twenty-four  feet  in  widtiu  It  will 
l>e  observed,  he  expresses  the  opinion  it  would  notbe  practicable  to  make 

.  the  suggested  change;  and  as  little  doubt,  now  exist?  as  to  the  adoptioa  of 
the  ^^shallow  cut,^^  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question.  It  cpight,  how- 
ever, have  become  one  of  gome  importaQce  under  other  circuntistaQces, 
The  lake  was  to  furnish  six  feet  of  water  according  to  the  original  desjgj^t 
and  a  canal  supplied  with  four  feet  of  water  with  ^ess  breadth  would  cer- 
tainly be  pTreferable  to  no  canal.  And  if  th|&  lake  bad  failed  to'  supply  this 
quantity,  and  it  should  become  necessary  to  Igl  the  Calumet  in,  it  could 
have  been  done  at  a  comparatively  trifling  expense,  and  an  abundance  of 

[  water  obtained. 

,  As  has  already  been  stated,  aheavy  debt  pre83iug  ibr  immediate  pay- 
ment was  hanging  over  the  tanal  at  the  time  we  entered  upon  the .  dis« 
cliarge  of  our  duty.  Many  of  liie  contractors  who  hf4  balances  due 
them  in  the  office  were  purchasers  of  )and  and  lotSt  and  as  there  were  np 
funds  to  pav  them,  they  desired  that  these  balanceis  should  be;received  in 
payment  of  their  obligations,  while  others  whol^eld  the  scrip  were  daily 

•  making  application  that  it  should  be  also  received  in  thesanie  way.  The 
question  presented  ,was  one  of  a  peculiar  and  delicate  nature.  The  State 
owed  ap  individual  upon  one  account,  and  the  individual  th^  State  m>on 
another.  ,  Yet  there  was  no  law  expressly  providipg  for  ai^  oSset.  Ui^ 
der  these  circumstances,  fully  considering  the  nature  of  the  responsibility, 
the  comnussioners  unanimously  determined  ,4^7  would  be  justifiable  m 
making  it!  Accordingly^  thqy  established  a  rule  that  they  would  receive 
ii)  payment  for  all  dues  to  the  canal  fund,  scrip  and  orders  drawn  upon 
them,  quarterly,:  all  ,sum9  over  ^50»  f^om  those  who  had  claims  upon  that 

.fund,  not  only  asaaact  of  justice  to  the  individuals,  but  as  a  master  of 
policy,  whether  the  obligation  to  be  discharged  was  due  or  not.  To  effect 
this  it,  was  deemed  advisable  to  give  an  acceptance  of  the  order,  file  the 
same  in  the  offi<^,  and  receive  the  accepta^^e  in  payment. 

The  same  reasoa  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  this  course  operated  to 
induce  us  to  give  the  same  kind  of  acceptances  upon  orders  draivn  for 
irvrk  afterwiards  done^  both  upou  the  old  and  neM%  contracts*    They  were 
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howe^^,  fotifiid  tor  be  hrco'Avfenietrt^ii  the  tran^ctfdn  of  business,  and  what 
is  <itoidminated"candnndribtednes8'*  was  issued  for  the  joint  purpose  of 
redeeAiiAg  ttiese  acc6ptances,  and  paying  ftiture  estimates.  This  evidence 
of  indebtedness  was  printed  on  the  back  of  engraved  checks  procured  fiy 
Gfen.  Thornton  ftriinother  purpose,  and  ran  thus:  "Due  from  the  comnais- 
tBioritJi^  6f  ttoe  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal  to  A.B.  for  work  done  upon 

^d  cahal  '■  ■—  dollars,  which  will  be  paid  when  funds   arc 

-  providfetf  ibf  that  purpose.'*  It  tHH  be  seen  this  indebtedness  draws  no  ih- 
terest,  and  that  no  sfledfite  time  is  fixed  for  its  payftient.  With  a  view, 
hdftrever,  to  ettable  Cdntractors  to  progress  with  their  work,  ind  create 
Hdems^d  for  il^ih  addition  to  that  which  would  grow  out  of  the  debts  al- 
ready due  to  the  canal  fund,  it  was  agreed  to  holcL  sales  of  lands  atd  lots, 
'  tinder  existihg  fa#s  authorising  them',  and  receive  it  in  payment.  Accor- 
dingly^ two  salfeswe*^  fceld-^the  first  in  1841,  and  the  other  in  1S42. 
l^e  aggregate  6f  these  Isalei  \k  shown  by  the  Treasurer's  report  to  be 
f986,T58  04.  ; 

•Irhe  iSeeretat^'s  report^b&Wa^  titet  $227,770  09  of  acceptances  were  is- 
sued, $168,197  57  of  ithith  have  since  been  redeemed,  and  that  $399^- 
910  00  of  cand  indebtediieis  was  also  issued.  $106,781  87  of  which  fads 
Abo  b^tt  taken  np,  feaVing  fS98,T50  56  t)f  bbth  species  of  indebtedness 
still  outstanding. 

• '  It  will  also  be  seen  from  the  Treasurer's  report  that  the  amount  of  bills  re- 
y^eivable  no^  dri  hand  is  $590,982  50.  Thisinchidcg  the  unpaid  balances  diie 
unbri  Iniscellanedtrs  acic<)uht^  for  trespasses  on  canal  lattds,  timber,  &c.,  the 
sales  of  1841-^3,  and  all  previous  sales,  indusive  of  the  sales  of  canal  lots  in 
Ohien^o  and  Ottawa  in  1880.  Howmuch  remainsunnaid  upon  those  lots  is 
*iot  shown,  ndr  can  it  prdperly  be  hicludtjd  id  the  'jmiount  due  the  canal 
fund,  as  the  relief  law  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  as  cdn* 
iftnied  by  the  supreme  court,  measurably  wirped  that  debt  out  of  existence. 
Itis  Relieved,  however,lf  this  famouiit  is  deducted  firom  the  $520,282  50, 
^hbdgh  will  remain  i6  redeem  ne^ly  tw6-thirds  of  thfe  indebtedness  and 
licceptancfes  yet  fn  cirboUtion.  Thfere  being  M  other  means  for  its  ab- 
sorption, the  large  amniont  it  became  necessary  tb  pa^y  out  upon  work  pre- 
Viously  dohef  a  portion  df  Which  -trks  not  estimated  until  in  the  spring  and 
^mmer  of  1841,  and  tKfe  scrip  biitstanding,  cau^d  its  Value  to  decKce,  and 
Consequently  gradually  lessened  the  amount  of  work  performed,  until  it  is 
HoiV  alnibst  ientirely  suspended.  If  the  canal  had  leen  free  from  embar- 
itissments,  Kttlc  or  no  doubt  can  be  fen tertiained  that  much  more  would 
hhre  been  accomplished. 

Should  it  be  detertnined  to  m^fc^  the  canal  propertjr  hereafter  avaihtble 
in  the'  constructidn  of  the  work,  the  necessity  will  eiist  bf  reducing  thb 
tlttte  of  payment  to  6n*f,  two  and  three  years.  We  are  cleariy  satisfi^ 
teial  lotig  credits  operate  injuriously  to  theinterfests  of  the  State  and  pur* 
tjTidser,  and  ought  not  W  b^  allowed.  It  may  also  be  questioned  whether 
the  State  derives  any  advantage  from  the  restriction^  imlposed  by  law  up- 
en  the  lands  lying  within  half  k  mile  of  the  canal;  they  are  certainly 
no  more  valuaole  for  dgricuftural  purposes  than  those  more  remote  firom 
the  line,  and  it  is  presumed  ^  many  town  sites  hdve  been  selected  as  the 
State  "Will  derive  profit  fhom. 

Efforts  were  made  dofing  the  pretoit  year  t6  lease  Water  powei^^at  OtAu 
wa,  that  mills  might  be  erected  against  the  Fox  river  feeder  could  be  fin- 
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i^jedand  re^Aj  to  supply  them,  little  r^m^nUlkg  to  be  done  oj^ou  it$  bot, 
tlS^e  eflbrts  proved  fruitless,  owing,  it  is  bclieted,  tp  the  oppressive  char-", 
acfei*'  of  the  uxW  regulating  the  dispositton  of  this  power,  approved  JPeb.  \ 
3*2,  1839.    This  law  provides  that  leases,  shall  cpnitjain;  a  re8ei;vatioa  of  tba  t 
riSht  wholly  to"  resume  the  water  conveyed,  and  the  privifeges  thereby  . 
granted;  &nd  to  control  and  limit  the  use  of  such  water  and  privnejgeS) 
wfaeo^Ver,  in  the  opinion'of  the  board^  oi;  Legislature,  the  .necessary  sup-  ' 
fitt  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  or  the  safety  of  t^p  panal,  or  the  , 
woirks  connected,  ftifere with,  shall  render  such  resun^ptioDi  contfoj  or  Umt- 
ation  necessary}  and  a  provision  that  when  such  Resumption  is  made,  or 
cbiitvol  or  limitatlion  imposed,  no  con^pensatlon  or  damage  3haU  be  allow- 
e<f  for  any  improvements  or  erections  m^de  i.n  consequence  of  such  leas^, 
aohl  a  further  reservation  shall  be  made  of  the  right  of  the  State,  'without 
any  compensatipn  to  the  purchaser,  wholly  to  abapdon  or  destroy  the  work 
by  the  conis'trucaon  of  which  the  water  privileges  shall  have  been  created^  . 
whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature,  Ihe  occupation  and  use  of 
such  works  sfialT  cease  to  be  advantageous  to  the  State*    We,  thereforci^re- 
sjfectftilly  suggest,  whetherit  would  not  be  proper  to  revise  the  law,  so  as  to 
remove  these  objections.     Unless  it  is  done,  few  individuals  will  be  found 
hardy  enough  to  lease  the  power. 

The  payment  of  attorneys'  fees  and  costs  upon  unsuccessful  suits,  com* 
menced  by  the  land  agents  has  been  a  serious  tax  upon  the  c^inal  fund,  and  * 
the  present  board  at  once  determined  that  tne  State  was  not  liable  in  such 
cases,  and  that  it  V^  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attoriieys  to  attend  to 
air  busincsg  in  their  respective  circuits  in  which  the  State  w;as  iiptqrested* 
Some  dpubts,  however^. bavii^  arisen  in  reference  to  thesejquestion^'tiie 
commissioners  have  made  an  agreed  case  with  the  sherin  of  La.  pa]te  ' 
cdnnty,  which  Will  be  submitted  for  decision  at  the  present  term  of  tbesii- . 
preme  court,  testing  the  lia.bility  of  the  State,  to  pay  costs,  and  if  it  should 
06  determined  she  is  liable,  some  further  provision  of  law  may  become  ne- 
cessary in  the  premises,  as  well  as  a^  act  to  extei^d  the  duty  91  prosecuting 
attorneys,  requiring  tb^m  to  attend  to  all  causes  arising  out  of  the  canal  or 
any  of  its  property. 

It  will  be;  remembered  Gen*  Thornton  ne^tiated  a  loan  in  184CLof 
$1,000,000  *00  on  beljatlf  the  canal  contractors,  with  Magniac,  Smith  &Co.^ 
of  London,  and  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature^  gav.^  a  detailed,  ac-  , 
count  of  the  transaction,  and  showing  the  State  had  reanzed  $1,075,000  00 
from  the  bonds;    On  an  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  the  caaal,  we  (dis- 
covered a  deiSciency,  as  appeared  from  th^  books  of  the  tre^urer*  of  eigh-. 
ty  0|dd  thousand  dollars,  and  q^used  the  fact  to  be  communicftted  to  .hnn, 
and'iD  December  Tast^ he  visited  Lockpprt  and  mad^e  such  exhibit^  of  his 
accouuts  that  tve  were  then  satisfied  there  waq  nothing  wroi^,     |9e  had. 
beeh  authbrlzed,  by^  4  power  of  attorney  from  the  Croverpof,  To  purchase 
wsiip  with  a  |>oiiii()n,of  the  proceed^f  the  bonds,  which  he,  had  done  ^  and  ' 
aimer  from  T?eyiris,  Townsend  <&  Co.  of  Jjfew  York,  acKnowled^ed  the 
reiielpt  of  a,bodt  $47,0t)0  OQ  otit  of  the  amount  for  interest  ady^ncedby 
them  on  danal  bonds,^or  rather  loaned  tp.  Gen*  Thornton  to  pay  it*'  B^t 
thfe  letter  not1[)eing  such  a  voijcher  as  th^e  commissioners  could  receive^,, 
the  w^iole  matter  was  left  open  for  future  settlemeot  af^^er  Gen'].  Thofif' 
ton  ^hbt^fd'^'toceed  tp' 5ffew  York,  and  obtain  tne.  proper  evidence  of  tte 
paj^enf  Of^  thp  |[^9^^y,VhJiQl\.hp  promi8|S}4  to  ^(j,'  9pd  re^i>  to  Lockpoiij^ 


[62]  14 

This,  however,  he  did  not  4oy  and  the  whole  matter  rests  as  it  was.  The 
high  character  General  Thornton  sustains,  forbids  the  idea  that  he  is  a  de- 
faulter, but  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  commuoicate  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  fund  commissioner  will  doubtless  furnish  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  interest  psdd  upon  bonds  negotiated  for  canal  purposes,  as  a  law 
of  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly  made  it  his  dutj  to  pay  it.  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked,  that  no  bonds'have  been  disposed  of  for  this 
use  since  the  report  of  the  commissioners  in  December,  1840,  except  the 
$197,000  00  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  board. 

The  branches  of  the  State  Bank,  in  a  few  instances  which  have  come 
to  our  knowledge,  have  /e-issued  the  checks  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
secretary,  aqd  for  the  redemption  of  which  money  was  left  on  deposite  by 
the  commissioners.  Whether  this  was  done  with  the  kuowledge  or  sane- 
ti6n  of  the  mother  bank  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  The  act  is  cer. 
tainly  reprehensible  in  the  highest  degree,  and  a  repetition  of  it  will  be 
prevented  if  possible.  Perhaps  the  interposition  of  some  lerislative  pro- 
visioh  would  be  the  most  effectual  check  to  such  unwarrantable  conduct. 

This  report  is  principally  confined  to  some  of  the  great  and  leading  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  canal,  but  if  there  is  any  information  desired,  not 
embraced  in  it,  or  those  of  the  different  officers  accompanying  it,  it  will  glad* 
ly  be  furnished. 

In  conclusion,  we  refrain  from  presenting  any  plan  for  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  work.  This  question  is  one  of  so  much  magnitude  it  b  desi- 
rable all  the  friends  of  the  canal  should  agree  upon  a  biff  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature,  haying  this  object  in  view,  and  we  earnestly  nope  this 
will  be  the  case.  It  cannot  well  be  otherwise  than  that  differences  of  opin- 
ion will  exist,  but  let  these  differences  be  harmonized  and  concessions  made, 
if  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  an  enterprise  upon  the  success  of  which  depend 
the'  present  hopes  and  future  prosperity  of  the  State,  and  her  ultiniate  re- 
demption from  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  are  now  weighing 
her  down.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  N.  MORRIS,  President. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  president  of  the  Board  was  submitted  to 
me  this  morning  for  my  inspection  and  approval.  1  regret,  extremely, 
that  1  am  under  the  necessity  of  differing  with  him  generally,  in  his  argu- 
ments and  conclusions,  as  set  forth  in  his  report.  I  regret  this  difference 
of  opinion,  the  more  sincerely,  from  the  fact  of  the  great  importance  of 
unity  of  action  with  the  friends  of  the  canal,  and  more,  particularly  with 
those  to  whom  its  supervision  is  entrusted.  It  is  only,  therefore,  from  la- 
boring under  deep  conviction  that  a  portion  of  the  policy  as  pursued  on 
the  canal,  and  advocated  in  the  report,  has  been  wrong,  and  is  such  that  I 
cannot  subscribe  to.  The  great  anxic^  manifested  by  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  to  obtain  the  commissioners*  report  with  the  accompany* 
ing  documents,  precludes  me,  at  this  late  day,  from  entering  into  a  detail 
of  my  views  on  the  subjects  of  difference,  or  from  making  such  a  report 
as  I  should  desire;  but  will  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give  any  information 
within  0y  knowledge,  that  may  be  required. 

1  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  have  carefully  examine^'  the  repprts  of  the 
sevieral  officers  herewith  submitted,  and  find  them  to  be  a  full  and  satis- 
factory exposition  of  their  respective  departmetits;  should  they  not  fiir- 
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nish  1^1  U^e  mfonnatioa  desired,  I  shclN  at  all  times  be  ready  to  give  sach 
fiirtter  information  on  the  subjects  as  maj  be  in  mj  power. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JACOB  FRY, 
Aeiing  C&mmissiorner  of4he  HHnoii  tmd  MiMg^dn  OanaL  • 


,    .        N^  by  the  "President  of  the  Board. 

The 'president  of  the  board  equally  regrets  that  any  difference  of  opin- 
ion should  exist  between  him  and-ihe  acting  commissioner,  but  duty  to 
himself,  and  to  what  he  conceives  to  be  the  best  interest  of  the  State  for- 
bids Jhkil  to  withiiold  his .  2Liecommendation  of  completing  the  canal  upon 
theitused  level  plan  or  ^'sba^ow  cut"    : 

IN.  MORRIS,  Preside. 


The  und^rigned,  (ale  treasurer  of  the  board  of  canal  eomooissioners, 
regrets  liidt  any  diflbrence  of;ofinion  should  have  existed  in  the  board  at 
ady  time,  in  l^gard  t6  theproper  policy  to  be  pursued  in  the  construction 
of  tbe  canal,  but  unfortunately  differences  have,  and  s^lexist.  Having  ^ 
^beM  teqUireA  br  law  to  act  as  umpire  in  the  board,  upon  all-  questions 
oU'wMcti^tbey  differed,  it  is  kicumfoent  on  me  to  assume  the  respond- 
bility  attaching  to  the  course  I  have  taken  in  deciding  questioBS  upon. ' 
wliidif  the  board  have  difibred&    The  president  paving  made  oat  a  report, 
reetmiiaiiikling  and  ^usteitdng  a  policy  thattheactiilg  commissioiier  does  . 
not  feel  viiUfi^  to  subscribe  to,  I  deem  it  proper  to  sajt  that  the  Hght  work 
between  Dresden  and  Marseilles,  was  let  to  contract  in  September,  with 
my  approval.    The  change  of  pLon  recommended  bv  the  president,  from 
the  dee^i6\ht  ikaHeioD  HUj  requires  no  further  expression  from  me,  than  a 
reference  to  a  report  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Lecislatnre  in  1836^ 
and  to  add  that  my  mind  has  undergone  no  change  siooe  that  time.    While 
differences  of  opinion  have  existed  in  the  board,  were  I  to  close  without 
adding  assurances  of  my  undiminished  respect  and  entire  confidence  in 
the  purity  of  intention  of  the  board,  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  feelings. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

NEWTON  CLOUD,  toe  Treasurer. 


Wm.  Gooding, 

Sir:  We  desire,  jpn  todnfqrvi  us,  if  you  were  not  directed bj  the  board 
of  cQm9iia6]p9ei«  tiin«Ji^  ii^  ciish  e$luiKi>^  of  .tbd  work  WiAy  put  under 
contract,  between  Dresden  and  Marseilles*  aad  if b#tb<^  jpu  diet  A^t^lMPf 
taking  into  account  the  present  pricejof  provisions,  labor,  &c. 

Respectfully, 

1.  N.MORRIS, 


Lmkpost,  iifoMmier  19^  184L 
Gentleu^ic:  You  de^i^e  iqc  to  inform  you  if  I  was  not  directed  by  fbe 
board  of  comtnissionefs  to  make  a  cash  estimate  of  the  work  lately  put 
under  contract  between  Dresden  and  Marseilles,  and  whether  I  did  not 
do  so  taking  into  aocouid;  the .  pnesotct  ;prka  of  bibor^  ^rovi^ions^  ^eti 

In  reply  I  wovld  observe  that  the  dire«tM»a  igivea  jio  iMi  relal^n  to  tfap 
work  hating  been  yetbolf  I  do  not  recolleci  pve«is(^  m\m,  th^y  w^:^»  bpt , 
I  certainly  josdertlood  th»t,<;a^  esiimakfi  ^eI^  dofirndt  and  ipftde  tim/t 
aocordingly.  I  should  not  in  iatt  feel  myaelTaulfaods^d  tae^tjmit^  witfi. 
reference  to  any  other  funds  than  cosh^  Unless  po^ti^^t  ^Kre<^  t(^  iiMQ 
bylhe  boaiird* 

.fhe  estimateson  the  line nhw&  referred  to  wemtmadet  foor  iCMh^.toikSi^. 
inlo^accooftl  thepreseuA  price  of  l^bor^  proyisioiif^  ^*y  Md  I  A^lj(#)bMi» 
that  my  prkest  generally,  wiwe  as  low  as  the  .woflk  can  be,  exMited  frft 
in  cash,  and.afionl  afau'profit  to  oatttvaotcsrb 

RMDWlfuI}/, 

wail  GOODUiGi 

Messts.  I.  N*  JfymMsBf^  .     ^ 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal: 

Gentlemen:  At  the  close  of  this  year,  there  is  due  from  me  a  report 
of  the  business  transactions  of  my  department  of  the  canal  office,  during 
the  two  last  years,  to  enable  you  better  to  present  them  to  the  Lcgisla* 
ture  at  their  approaching  session,  This  I  will  endeavor  to  do  in  as  con- 
cise and  plain  a  manner  as  possible;  and  I  believe  boUi  these  objects  will 
be  the  best  subserved  by  presenting  them  in  the  form  of  tabular  statements, 
with  observations  upon  each  sufficient  to  make  them  intelligible. 

The  first  in  this  series,  paper  No.  1,  shows  the  transactions  with  the 
Chicago  branch  of  the  State  Bank,  so  far  as  deposits  and  drafts  thereon 
are  concerned. 

The  bank  account  of  December  1st,  A.  D.  1840,  shows  a  balance 
against  the  board  of  $171,920  47.  And  the  account  of  January,  1843, 
fihovfs  an  exact  balance.  All  the  funds  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  board 
having  been  drawn  out,  and  every  check  issued  upon  it  presented,  ex- 
cept one  for  $170  56,  which  by  direction  of  the  board  was  long  since 
received  into  the  contingent  fund. 

Of  the  ninety-day  checks  issued  in  1839,  there  stands  charged  upon 
the  books  of  the  office  to  circulation  account  $722.  Of  this  sum, 
$399  has,  by  direction  of  the  board  been,  received  into  the  contingent 
fund,  so  that  $323  only,  is  really  in  circulation.  To  meet  these, 
$123,  belonging  to  the  contingent,  fund  is  left  in  bank,  $200  less  than 
the  amount  of  checks;  presuming  that  at  least  that  sum  will  finally  be  lost 
or  destroyed. 

Of  the  checks  issued  March  1st,  1810,  under  the  authority  of  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  and  which  have  here- 
tofore been  reported  to  the  Legislature,  the  sum  of  $66,676  19,  has  been 
redeemed  by  receipts  into  the  Treasurer's  office  for  lands,  town  lots,  &c., 
leaving  a  balance  in  circulation  of  $342,772  51.  The  whole  sum  of 
$409,448  70,  the  amount  of  the  whole  issue,  still  stand*;  charged  to  circu- 
lation, as  the  amount  redeemed  has  not  as  yet  been  returned  to  my  office. 

At  the  payment  of  contractors  in  the  spring  of  1841,  which  was  made 
by  the  former  board,  small  checks  upon  the  principal  bank,  of  the  de- 
nominations of  one,  two  and  a  half,  and  five  dollars  were  issued,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  which  added  to  the  seventeen 
thousand  dollars  of  similar  checks  issued  in  the  fall  of  1840,  and  reported 
at  the  close  of  that  year,  made  the  sum  of  forty-six  thousand  dollars.  At 
the  same  payment  the  sum  of  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars  was  left  jn 
the  Chicago  branch  Bank,  for  the  redemption  of  these  checks,  and  infor- 
mation given  the  principal  bank,  that  such,  checks  had  been  issued  and 
deposit  made,  and  that  the  amount  would  be  transferred  to  the  principal 
bank  if  desired.  Such  transfer  was  made  and  reported  to  the  board  by 
the  branch  bank,  August  25lh,  1841.    This  provides  for  the  redemption 
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of  the  whole  forty-six  thousand  dollars.    The  first  issue  having  been  pro* 
vided  for,  by  leaving  the  amount  for  that  purpose  in  the  principal  bank, 
when  the  balance  of  the  funds  were  transferred. 

Of  these  small  checks  twentj-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  dollars  have  been  redeemed  at  the  Chicago  Bank,   counted  and  re- 
ceived by  the  board,  leaving  a  balance  of  seventeen  thousand,  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  dollars  still  in  circulation,  except  what  may  have 
been  redeemed  at  the  principal  bank. 

No.  2  shows  the  amounts  expended  and   the  accounts  to  which  to 
they  were  charged  during  the  two  last  years,  to  wit:  seven  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand,  one  hundred  and   ninety -cigM  dollars  and  fifty-five 
cents  for  construction,  and  fifty-nine  thousand  and  sixty  five  dollars  and 
ninety-one  cents  for  contingencies;  and  some  of  the  oflicers  and  agents 
have  not  drawn  up  their  full  pay  to  this  date.     The  contingent  expenses 
have  been  charged  under  the  following  heads: 

Land  agency         ......    $7,099  87 

•    Incidentals  .  .  .  .  .  .    I9,l*i  20 

Right  of  way        ......    15,106  60 

Real  estate  .  .  .  .  .  .         330  35 

Postage  account  &c.        .  •  .  .  .  110  25 

Engineering  ......    17^296*  64 

$59,065  91 
To  the  head  of  contingencies  some  accounts  are  carried  which  would 
not  seem  proptrly  to  belong  thereto,  as  the  term  is  generally  understood, 
meaning  the  cost  of  superintendence.  In  the  sum  of  $59,065  91,  the 
amount  of  contingencies  is  included  $15,106  60 — charged  to  therightof 
way,  embracing  the  amounts  paid  for  damages  to  private  property  by  the 
construction  of  the  canal,  the  sum  of  $7,099  87  charged  to  land  agency, 
being  sums  paid  agents'  salaries,  and  costs  and  fees  in  prosecuting  actions 
of  trespass  upon  canal  lands,  and  also  the  sum  of  $330  35  charged  io 
real  estate,  both  of  which  two  last  items  have  more  relation  to  providing 
funds  for  the  canal,  than  expending  the  same  in  its  construction. 

Against  the  amount  charged  to  land  agency,  should  be  oflset  whatever 
the  agents  have  paid  in  for  collections  for  damages  to  canal  lands,  and  for 
sales  for  down  timber,  coal  &c.  This  amount  1  cannot  give,  as  these  pay- 
ments have  been  made  to  the  Treasurer.  Deducting  these  three  items,  it 
would  leave  the  contingent  expenses  for  the  two  years,  $36,529  09. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1840  it  was  found  that  some  of  the  contrac- 
tors had  received  out  of  the  Thornton  loan  all  they  were  entitled  to  by 
their  subscriptions  and  under  their  instructions;  and  a  few  of  them  thad 
estimates  for  work,  which  could  not  then  be  paid,  and  It  was  forseen  that 
even  among  those  who  had  balances  due  them  out  of  this  loan,  all  would 
be  absorbed  by  their  work  as  early  as  the  1st  of  February,  1841.  Direc- 
tions were,  therefore,  made  to  make  measurements  and  estimates  at  that 
time  and  notice  given  that  payments  would  be  made  only  on  work  pre- 
vious ihereto.  A  great  part  of  the  work,  however,  continued  to  progress, 
in  expectation  that  some  provision  would  be  mad-  by  the  Legislature,  to 
enable  tliem  still  to  go  on,  and  even  after  the  rising  of  the  Legislature 
without  making  any  such  provision,  many  continued  to  work  until  the 
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organization  of  the  new  board,  with  a  faint  hope  that  some  plan  woulu 
be  devised  to  save  them  from  the  heavj  losses  they  must  sastain,  were 
they  compelled  to  stop. 

By  this  means  upon^  the  the  discontinuance  of  the  work,  which  very 
generally  took  place  immediately  afler  the  meeting  of  the  new  board,  a 
large  amount  of  work  done  remained  unpaid. 

To  enable  the  contractors  to  avail  themselves  of  these  estimates  and 
others  upon  work  still  going  on,  the  board  agreed  to-  receive  orders  drawn 
upon  them  by  contractors,  accept  and  file  the  same  in  the  office,  and 
when  requested,  to  give  out  written  acceptances  thereof. 

After  the  spring  payment  was  made,  through  the  whole  of  ihc  year  * 
1841,  most  of  the  business  of  the  office  with  contractors  was  done  by 
means  of  these  accepted  orders,  and  about  the  close  of  that  year,  they 
amounted  to  the  sum  of,  say,  about  $227,770. 

Kesort  was  then  had  to  another  species  of  acknowledgment,  of  indebt- 
edness, to  take  the  place  of  these  acceptances.  They  were  certificates  in 
a  convenient  form  for  business,  printed  on  engraved  paper,  treated  on  the 
books  of  the  office  like  checks,  of  the  denominations  of  $1^  ^2  50,$5,$|(10, 
^20,  $30,  $100,  and  for  distinction's  sake,  called  ^Canal  Indebtedness.^' 
With  these,  payments  to  contractors  have  been  made  and  the  accep- 
t£U^ccs  of  orders  before  mentioned,  redeemed.  In  this  way  and  that  of 
receiving  them  into  the  treasurer's  office  for  lands  &c.,  the  sum  of  $168^- 
197,57  of  the  said  acceptances  have  been  redeemed,  and  their  amount  re- 
duced to  about  the  sum  of  $59,572  43. 

Up  to  this  time  there  has  been  issued  of  this  "Canal  Indebtedness,"  the 
sum  of  $399,910,00, and  of  the  following  description: 

8,000  $1  00  equal  to  $8,000  00 
2,400  2  50  «*  **  6,000  00 
2,400  5  00  **  "  12,000  00 
1,1.8  10  00  "  **  11,980  00 
599  2000  "  **  11,980  00 
•'599  50  00  "  **  29,950  00 
3,200     100  00      <*    «    320,000  00 


$399,910  00 
Remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  25,5l)&  66 

And  the  balance  charged  to  circulation,  to  wit:  9374,346  34 

This  last  sum  has  been  reduced  by  receipts  into  the«  Treasurer's  office 
for  lands  &c.,  by  $106,731  87,  but  this  is  not  credited  to  circulation,  as 
tbe  Treasurer  has  not  returned  it  to  my  office  for  that  purpose. 

During  the  summer  of  1841  an  arrarcement  was  made  with  the  Gover- 
nor, to  supply  the  board  with  State  bondi  wherewith  to  pay  certain  kinds 
of  work. 

To  enable  contractors  to  purchase  goods  at  the  east  earlier  than  the 
bonds  could  be  got  ready,  they  were  anticipated  by  certificates  stating 
that  the  contractors  were  entitled  to  receive  one  or  nnore  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  one  or  more  thousand  dollars  State  bonds  would  be  delivered  upon 
^e  return  of  such  certificate,  ^provided  the  Governor  shall  deliver  such 
bonds  to  this  offi^^  for  that  purpose." 
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With  these  certificates  a  paymeni  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1841,  and 
others  issued  upon  the  delivery  of  contractors  accepted  orders,  but 
upon  receiving  the  bonds  with  the  instructions  of  the  Governor,  upon 
what  work  and  in  what  amounts  they  were  to  be  paid  out,  it  was  found 
they  could  not  all  be  redeemed  under  the  instructions.  The  payment  to 
contractors  was  reduced  to  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  the  certifi- 
cates for  which  were  afterwards  redeemed  with  State  bonds.  Most  of 
the  irredeemable  certificates  have  been  returned;  some  by  taking  up 
their  receipt  given  for  the  amount,  and  leaving  their  estimates  as  they 
were  to  be  paid  in  canal  indebtedness,  or  remain  unpaid  in  the  office, 
and  to  those  who  did  not  return  them,  notice  was  given  that  tliey  could 
not  be  redeemed.  Those  which  were  issued  upon  acceptances,  were 
taken  up  by  the  delivery  of  the  acceptances,  except  in  a  few  cases  where 
the  bonds  could  be  delivered  under  the  Governors  instructions. 

These  State  bonds  were  sqpplied  by  the  Governor  to  the  amount  of 
,two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  dollars,  with  the  instructions 
above  mentioned*  These  instructions  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and 
bonds  paid  out  to  the  atnountof  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand 
dollar^,  and  the  balance,  to  wit:  one  hundred  <ind  one  thousand  dollars, 
ready  to  be  surrendered  to  the  proper  authority.  These  bonds  were 
dated  "July  Ist,  1841,"'  and  consequently  the  first  coupon  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  semi-annual  interest,  fell  due  January  1st,  1842|« 

Forty  of  these  bonds  came  to  this  oflSic>e  with  all  of  the  coupons  attaclied^ 
and  thirty-eight  of  these  were  paid  out  in  that  condition;  the  others  came 
with  the  first  coupon  cut  off,  and  the  first  coupon  of  the  remaining  two, 
were  also  cut  off  before  they  were  paid  out. 

No.  3  shows  the  number  of  bonds  paid  each  contractor.  Four  of 
the  bonds  mentioned  in  this  list  are  still  in  the  office,  but  pledged  under 
the  instructions  of  the  Governor,  for  the  redemption  of  the  same  amount 
of  the  certificates  above  mentioned. 

No.  4  is  a  list  of  officers  and  agents  who  have  been  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  board  during  tl^e  last  two  years^  their  employment,  com- 
pensation, date  of  entering  and  leaving  their  service  &c. 
.,     As  to  Mr.  Talcott's  leaving  the  service,  I  refer  you  to  the  following 
letter: 


LocKFosT,  July  7th,  1842. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal: 
6bntlsme29:  I  deem  it  proper  to  advise  you  that  I  have  recently  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  deputy  marshal  for  the  State  of  Illinois.  As 
the  duties  of  this  office  will  not  for  a  time  occupy  my  whole  attention, 
and  as  there  are  several  unsettled  accounts  upon  the  canal,  with  the  de- 
tails of  which  I  may  be  more  familiar  than  others,  and  which  can  soon  be 
brought  to  a  close,  I  propose  to  devote  as  much  of  my  time  to  the  sutject 
as  may  be  necessary  to  the  proper  adjustment  of  my  business  as  resident 
engineer.  Whenever  this  shall  be  effected,  I  shall  beg  leave  respectfully 
td  resign. 

Very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

K  B.  TALGOTT,  JRw'^  Mnginacr. 
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No.  5  is  a  list  of  contnacts  for  work,  all  of  which  from  the  beginning 
of  the  list  to  lock  No.  13,  were  for  new  work,  and  fronn  that  to  the  end 
are  jobs  of  old  work  cither  abandoned  or  relinquished,  and  relet  to  other 
contra'  tors.  There  are  other  jobs  on  which  work  has  been  done,  and 
Sonne  of  it  paid  for,  but  as  these  awards  were  not  made  in  the  ordinary  way, 
by  order  of  the  board,  they  are  not  included  in  the  list  of  lettings. 

An  account  of  sales  of  lands  and  town  lots  will  be  reported  by  the  Trea- 
surer. 

At  the  last  report  to  the  Legislature  a  statement  was  made  of  the 
articles  purchased  for  the  use  of  contractors,  the  accounts  of  which  had 
been  closed,  except  that  of  '"canal  stores,"  and  as  the  aggregate  account 
then  stood,  there  was  a  small  balance  against  the  board.  Since  that  time 
the  remainder  of  canal  stores  has  been  disposed  of,  except  a  very  few 
unsaleable  articles  of  quite  little  value;  and  now,  taking  the  whole  transac- 
tion together,  there  is  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  board  of  $471  55. 

No.  6  is  a  series  of  the  quarterly  accounts  of  the  Secretary, 

The  very  large  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursments,  over  and  above 
what  would  seem  necessary  for  the  legitimate  business  of  the  contingent 
fund,  has  been  occasioned,  first,  in  the  latter  part  of  1841,  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  board,  to  make  the  contractors'  accepted  orders  <ivailable  to 
the  holder,  iu  payments  of  lands,  lots,  &c.,  &c.  To  effect  this  object,  the 
Secretary  paid  the  holder  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the  amount  was 
then  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  with  the  understanding  that  all  sums  so  paid 
him  should  be  returned  again  into  the  contingent  fund. 

But  a  far  greater  increa3e  in  the  amount  of  business  transacted  through 
the  contingent  fund  in  the  year  1843,  has  been  caused  by  another  opera- 
tion. 

When  the  board  commenced  issuing  **Canal  Indebtedness,*'  for  tliC 
double  purpose  of  paying  estimates  upon  work  in  progress,  and  for  the 
redemption  of  acceptances,  when  a  contractor  receipted  for  his  estimates, 
there  was  deducted  therefrom  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover  his  accept- 
ed orders.  This  was  retained  for  the  Secretaij,  and  chai-ged  to  his 
account,  as  disbursing  office  of  the  contingent  umd.  As  these  orders 
were  received  and  registered  in  the  Secretary's  offipe,  and  acceptances 
given  out  by  him,  consequently  their  redemption  and  keeping  all  the 
accounts  connected  therewith,  necessarily  devolved  upon  this  depart- 
ment, and  has  in  fact  constituted  a  large  item  of  the  business  of  this  office 
the  last  year. 

From  the  commencement  of  operations  upon  the  canal  in  the  spring  of 
the  year  1836  down  to  the  present  time,  there  has  been  paid  out  from  this 
office,  the  sum  of  $4,742,364  30. 

In  the  year  1836  .  .  .  |99,910  63 

«*   ^     1837  .  .  .  335,731  70 

«*     **    1838  .  .  .  909,611  33 

w     •*    1839  .  .  .        1,V56,313  12 

'*     •*     1840  .  .  .        1,340,.533  06 

**     ^    1841  .  .  .  231,870  17 

**     **    1842  .  .  .  568,394  2J 

$4,742,364  30 
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Of  this  amount,  there  has  been  paid  to  con- 
tractors for  their  work,  and  charged  to 
construction  account  •  •        $4,430,112  67 

And  for  all  other  purposes,  and  charged  to 

contingencies  •  •  .  312,251  43 

$4,742,364  30 

To  these  two  grand  divisions  all  accounts  are  quarterly  transferred. — 
Among  those  accounts  transferred  to  contingencies  are  many  large 
items,  which  seem  to  have  much  more  to  do  with  superintending,  enhanc- 
ing the  value  of,  and  dispdsing  of  canal  lands,  than  with  the  construction 
or  superin tendance  of  the  canal.  The  following  is  a  list  of  such  ac- 
counts, and  the  amounts  charged  to  each  respectively* 
Office  lot        -  -  -  -  -       $544  67 


Canal  towns 
Canal  office 
Saganaskee  road 
Land  agency 
Lockport  office 
Lockport  houses 
Real  estate 
Ware  house 
Painting  account 
Right  oT  way 


.       2,218  50 

1,500  00    (partoO 

.     40,732  25 

.      16,618  08 

-       4,602  56 

6.611  63 

.       7,207  03 

.       4,209  37 

657  17 

.   $17,763  23 

-$102,06449 


The.  aggregate  of  these  amounts  deducted    \  •  *•' 
from  the   above  amount  of  contingencies, 
as  properly  leaves  chargeable  to  superintendance,         $210,186  94 

No.  7  is  a  list  of  all  contracts  or  jobs  which  have  been  .commenced 
and  not  yet  completed  and  paid  for.  Some  of  the  amounts  contained 
therein  «is  undrawn  estimates  or  retained  money  are  in  part,  or  altogeth- 
er,paid  by  the  acceptance  of  orders  drawn  upon  these  funds. 

Claims  for  damages  to  private  property,  occasioned  by  the  construction 
of  the  canal,  havo  been  allowed  by  the  legal  tribunals,  to  the  amount  of 
$41,928  00,  and  the  sum  of  $14,879  10  has  been  paid  upon  such  claims. 

Whilst  the  canal  was  regularly  progressing,  the  amount  of  work  done 
each  year,  as  appeared  from  the  engineers'  reports,  was  nearly  the  same  as 
the  amount  paid  for,  as  appeared  from  my  reports,  differing  only  in  the 
amount  of  the  retained  money,  (varying  from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent)  and 
a  very  few  undrawn  estimates.  But  for  the  last  two  years  there  is  no  such 
similarity  between  the  two  reports.  The  great  part  of  the  large  amount 
receipted  for  and  charged  to  the  section  accounts  in  1842,  and  conse- 
quently appearing  as  having  been  paid  during  that  year,  was  done,  some 
of  it,  in  the  last  quarter  of  1840,  and  the  greater  part  in  the  first  quarter 
of  1841.  The  most  of  the  estimates  which  still  remain  in  the  oflace  un- 
drawn are  for  work  done  during  the  same  quarters;  so  that  whoever  de- 
sires  to  know  bow  much  has  been  done  of  any  particular  period,  during 
the  two  or  three  last  years,  must  seek  the  information  from  the  engineers* 
office  only;  but  if  the  enquiry  is  made  for  payments,  that  office  cannot  be 
relied  upon  for  the  information.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted* 

JOEL  MANNING,  Secretary. 
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Ahstradt  of  bank  reports,  during  the  two  years,  ending  December  1,  1842. 


December  1st,  1S40,  balance  standing'asainst 
the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal, 

Report^  March  1, 1841. 
Deposited  during  the  quarter. 
Checks  upon  the  bank, 


Report,  May  21,  1841. 
Deposited  in  Bank,     • 
Amount  of  checks, 


Report,  At^tst  25, 1841. 
Transferred  to  the  principal  bank. 
Amount  of  checks. 


Report,  January,  1842. 
Amount  of  checks  on  Bank,    * 


1225,000  00 
1G,444  67 


Balance, 

131,950  87 
129.310  31 


Balance, 

29,000  00 
2,247  86 


$171,920  47 


208,555  33 


36,634  86 


2,640  56 


3y,275  42 


31,247  86 
8,027  56 
8.027  50 


No.  2. 
Amount  paid  out  during  the  tun  years. 


To  contractors  for  work  done,  during  the 
second  quarter,  1841, 
do  fourth        ««  •• 


do 
do 
do 
do 


first  « 

second  ** 

third  ♦« 

fourth  « 


1842, 
« 

u 


Upon  the  summit  divboion. 
Upon  the  middle  division, 
Upon  the  western  division. 


$182,853  21 
32,000  00 


149,502  30 

269,240  57 

87,817  91 

19,784  56 


Total, 
261,537  38 
194,212  76 
285,448  41 


^14,853  21 


526,345  34 


741,188  55 
741,198  55 
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No.  2. — Continued. 


For  contingen 
do 
do 
do 

i  purposes  1st  quarter  of  1841, 
do     2d      do          do 
do      3d      do          do 
do     4th     do          do 

do     Ist  quarter  on842, 
do    2d      do          do 
do    3d      do          do 
do    4th     do          do 

$9S1  36 
7,870  01 
2,084  58 
6,081  01 

$17  016  96 
42,048  95 

do 
do 
do 
do 

10,639  97 

12/153  14 

10,188  67 

8,767  17 

Total, 

$59,065  91 

No.  3. 

The  number  of  State  bonds  paid  each  contractor^  to-wit: 


To  H.  Blanchard  &  Co. 
A.  P.  McDonald, 
Obed  Smith,    - 
Crawford  &  Harvey,    - 
D.  Sanger  &  Sons, 
W.  B.  6l  E.  Newton, 
Steel  &  Amer, 
James  E.  Bishop, 
J.  F.  &  D.  L.  Roberts, 
Osbonrne  &  Strail, 
Edward  McSweeney,  - 
Matthew  Neary, 
Green  &  Stadden, 
Osboume  &  Stewart, 
James  Brooks, 
William  Byrne, 
Cooper  &  Twitchell,    - 
Byrne  &  Cahill, 
John  Bracken, 
Mcintosh  &L  Co. 
Jeremiah  Crotty, 
George  Barnett, 
Preston  &  Lamb, 
Wilson,  Brodie  &  Co. 


.    36 

bonds. 

-      1 

a 

.      3 

4S 

.    21 

a 

.      8 

4S 

.      4 

M 

-      4 

u 

-      6 

M 

.    14 

(4 

.      4 

i( 

-      8 

a 

.      1 

a 

.      4 

it 

.      6 

u 

.    10 

4( 

.      3 

*i 

.      1 

4« 

.      2 

(4 

-      2 

(f 

.      2 

44 

.    19 

M 

-    30 

41 

.      5 

44 

.      3 

4fr 

Total,        197 
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No.  5. 

List  of  Contracts. 


Road  bridge  of  F.  R,  Feeder, 
Waste  weir,  on  section         175 
do  do  do         191 

Slides  on  sections  19*2  and  193 
Sections   No.   109,  112,  126,  151, 
152,  and  Nettle  Creek  Culverts, 
Section  No.  110,111, 131,  &  132, 
*•     113,    121,  and    122, 
ic  "     117,     - 

*<  «     118,     - 

"     119,  and  120, 

«     123, 136,  and  137,   - 

124,  . 

125,  .         -        . 
127      .         -        . 

**    128,'  and  129. 

**    130,133,  134,  &  138, 


4( 

4<  a 

C(  4( 

CI 

•*  *«     135,  and  142, 

14 
44 


**     139,     . 

«     146,     .  .        . 

"     141,     - 

^    143, 144, 145,  &  146, 

«     147,149,   and    154,i 

calverts  on  sections  1 12, 149,V 

and   151,  locks  9  and  10.      ) 

Section  No.  148,  and  150,  - 

"  •*      152,     . 

Oulvertson  sections  119,  and  121, 
**  **     134,  136,  and  141, 

«4  ^     U%        - 

•*  <«     145,  and  148,  - 

Aux  Sable  aqueduct  and  lock  8, 
Sections  No.  114,  115,  and  116, 
Lock  No.  13, 
Little  Vermilion  aqueduct. 
Slides  upon  sections  192,  and  193, 
Culvert  No.  8, 
Sections  No.  47  and  48, 
*<  **    25  and -^6, 

«         "    45, 
*«  **    37  and  38, 

**         "    35, 
Lock        "     15,       - 
I^cks      «*        6  and  7, 
Section    "     36, 

44  C4      »22 


Hidden  &  Costelo, 
Hanley  &  He^Jy, 


same 


Edward  McSweeney, 

John  Lafferty,  Thomas  McKowan, 

and  J.  G.  Patterson, 
W.  McDonald  &  Co., 
M.  Benjamin, 
T.  H.  Abbott, 
M ott  &  Owen, 
Jacob  Francis, 
Thos.  Gallaher  &  Co., 
James  Malloy, 
Davlin  &  Whitcomb, 
James  Croneen, 
Beale  &  Twitchell, 
H.  L.  Gallaher  &  Co., 
Roddick  &  Sullivan,  ; 

P.  Kinney  &  Co., 
P.  &  J.  Kelly, 
Hennesey  &  Branner, 
J.  Crotty, 

M.  Kennedy  &  Co., 

Armour  &  Lamb, 

D.  &  T.  Kelly, 

Campbell  &  McGirr, 

Lafferty  &  Larkin, 

R.  Johnson, 

M.  Killalea, 

James  Kinsly, 

B.  Van  Alstine, 

EJ.  McSweeney, 

Byrne  &  Cahill, 

Edward  McSweeney, 

Hanley  &  Healy, 

Coburn,  Herrick  &  Avery, 

Williams,  Armour  &  Lamb, 

Balantine  &  Douglass, 

G;iy  &  Allen, 

Cosgrove  &  Lalor, 

Sanger  &  Beale, 

Robert  Milne, 

Curry,  Gay  &  Gooding, 

Daniel  Lynch. 
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No.  6. 
Dft*  J.  Manning,  in  account  with  the  Contingent  Fund. 


184U. 
Dec.  1. 
«*     15. 
•c     u 

•*    26- 
184L 
JaD.  9. 


1841 
March  1. 


1841. 
March  !• 


u 

u 

u 

u 
u 


•4 


18 

a 
<( 
<c 
u 

(4 
«i 

a 
u 

4( 


31. 


1841. 
Jane  1. 


To  balance  from  lastquarter, 
G.  O.  &  Strail,        do 
Jacob  Fry,  D.  O. 

Canal  stores, 

same 


Credit. 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  during  the  quarter,  from  the  Ist 
day  of  December,  1840,  to  the  1st  day 
of  March,  1841,  inclusive.  See  list  of 
vouchers  and  accompanying  vouchers 
numbered  from  1  to  31,  inclusive. 

By  balance  on  hand. 


To  balance  last  quarter, 
W.  F.  Thornton,  D.  O. 
E.  B.Talcott,  D.  A.     - 
S.  Grange  r&  Co., 
W.  L.  Percer, 
John  Lonergan»    - 
W.  Brodie  &  Co,, 
H.  &  Brown, 
B.  &  Lamb, 
A.  &  Lamb, 
D.  &  Clark, 
Treasurer, 


By  Treasurer,  .... 

Credit 

By  anoount  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  during  the  quarter  from  March 
Ist  to  June  1st,  1841,  inclusive.  See 
Ibt  and  the  vouchers,  and  the  vouch- 
ers themselves  numbered  from  1  to  43 
inclusive, 

By  balance  on  hand,  ... 


187  00 
1,^25  00 

$5,37840 
1,313  00 

4  37 
18  94 

93  31 

3,000  00 

50  00 

370  00 

93  75 

1,135  00 

37  50 

1,350  00 

131  35 

150  00 

6  44 

* 

0,713  77 

3,535  19 
3,188  58 

6,713  77 

3,188  58 
10,000  00 

5^17  33 
6,901  46 

13,188  58 
13,118  79 

35,307  37 

19,379  76 
5,937  61 

35,307  37 

m 
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1841. 

June  1. 

"    30. 

Sept.  1. 

To  balance  on  hand  from  last  quar. 

treasurer,          .            -            - 

same              ... 

Credit. 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  during  the  quarter  past,  ^om 
the  1st  day  of  June  to  the  ist  day 
of  September,  1841.  See  list  of 
vouchers  and  accompanying  vouch- 
ers, numbered  from  1  to  70,  inclu- 
sive,         .... 

By  balance  on  band, 

To  balance  from  last  quarter, 

treasurer,           ... 
same              ... 
same 

Credit. 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  during  the  quarter  from  ^pt 
1st  to  Dec.  1st,  1841.  See  list  of 
vouchers,  and  vouchers  themselves, 
numbered  I  to      indusive, 

By  balance  on  hand, 

To  balance  from  last  quarter, 

treasurer,          ... 
same             ... 

J.  &  S.  R.  Clifford, 

treasurer, 

same              -            -       ,     - 
same              ... 

Steel  &  Amer,  - 

sundries,            ... 

treasurer,          ... 
same              ... 

$1,575  96 
2,453  35 

|5,927  61 
4,029  31 

5*702  m 

16,N50  94 

3,367  09 

1841. 

Sept  1. 

9,956  92 

7,397  79 
2,559  13 

1R11 

9,956  92 

■  o*±i.« 

Sept.  1. 
«    28. 
Dec.  1. 

u        tt 

2,559  13 
25,930  63 

1841. 
Dec.  I. 

3,741  59 
41,165  31 

28.*79  76 

27,104  80 
1,374  96 

1841. 

2'<.479  76 

Dec.  1. 

1842. 

Jan.  4. 

1,374  96 

44,906  90 
24 

8,000  00 
21,832  75 

11.928  53 

♦♦    27. 
Peb.1. 

!*♦    10. 

M       M 

-    22. 

March  1. 
«    « 

4,000  00 
4,000  00 

2,000  00 

978  30 

1,000  00 

8,950  23 

• 

89,043  38 
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1842. 
March  1. 


April  1. 
«    II. 

(4       <& 


it 

U 

ii 

a 
i( 

44 
•(      44 

44       44 


M 
14 

4« 

44 
tt 

c; 


44 
44 
44 
«4 
44 
44 
44 
U 
«4 
44 


(4 

44 
44 

44 

44 
<4 
44 
44 
U 
(• 
(i 

"  •«, 
44  (C 
(4       «4 

44  44 
((  44 
it       44 


May  10 

<4  14 

«*  44 

•«  44 

W  14 


Credit. 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  during  the  quarter  fro.T)  Dec. 
1  to  March  1,1842.  See  list  of 
vouchers,  and  vouchers  themselves 
numbered  from  1  to  25,  inclusive,   - 

By  balance  on  hand. 


To  balance  from  last  quarter, 
H.  &  Brown,     - 
Williams  &  Hardy, 
Roberts  &  Roberts, 
xM.  Benjamin,    - 
H.  Norton, 

W.  McDonald  &  Co.,  - 
J.  Maloy, 
L.  Link,  adm'r., 
O.  &  Stewart,  - 
D.&T.  Kelley, 
W.  L.  Perce,    - 
J,  Croneen, 
E.  McSweeney, 

B.  &  Cahill,  . 
N.  &  Newton,  - 
J.  Ryan, 

S.  &  Cozens,     - 
R.  &  O.  Sullivan, 
Boyd,  Zell  &  Co., 
D.  &  Clark, 
Steel  &  Amer,  - 
Gay  &  Allen, 
H.  &L  Brown,    - 
Wra.  Byrne, 

C.  &  Twiichell, 
J.  E.  Bishop, 

^  C.  &  Byrne,     - 

D.  Lynch, 
D.D.Kelly,      - 
B.  Rood  &  Co., 

B.  Wilder  &  Co., 
T.  O.  Sullivan, 
L.  Wh^tcomb, 
Obed  Smith,      - 
H.  &  Hcaly,     . 
W.&  Hardy,   , 


$48,611  20 

40,432  18 

89,043  38 

40,432  IS 

1500  00 

50  00 

17,000  00 

993  50 

355  50 

631  91 

262  63 

, 

53  00 

168  00 

680  20 

8,029  36 

18G  15 

2,603  61 

1,312  27 

3,935  27 

2,319  81 

7,871  00 

471  64 

1,948  42 

3,861  6!) 

4,373  00 

400  00 

5,434  00 

2,847  00 

12,094  00 

3,901  68 

1,865  54 

3,050  15 

2,953  38 

3.017  00 

92,179  89 

230  00 

932  05 

1,141  25 

18,625  61 

506  34 

'  2,196  60 

1*8] 
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1842- 

May  10. 

To   I.Hardy, 

$6,687  00 

44       44 

W.  &  Lamb,    -            -            - 

20  60 

a     <4 

Geo.  Barnett,    -            .            - 

95  91 

44       4< 

J.  Lonergan,     -            -            - 
G.  L.  &  Dunovan, 

4.302  00 

•4       4« 

1,360  00 

44      tt 

W.  E.  Armstrong, 

1,833  02 

41        i4 

A.  Harkness,     -            .            - 

1,939  39 

41       44 

B.  &  Twitchell, 

811  68 

41       <4 

O.  (fcStrail,      - 

5,019  00 

44       it 

E.  Avery,  axlm'r., 

18,467  00 

14       «4 

D.  Sanger  &  Sons, 

1,733  61 

41        U 

Treasurer,         -            .            - 

2.535  65 

14      ic 

Steel  &  Amer,  -            -            - 

3,4U8  16 

4c       44 

J.  Garwood  &  Co., 

427  68 

il       44 

Irwin  &  Co.,  (36)  - 

373  99 

4C       44 

same         (39  &  40)  - 

3,166  35 

14       44 

Armour  &  Ljimb, 

4,848  02 

44       44 

P.  &  Lamb,      -            -            - 

187  50 

a    44 

James  Brooks, 

10,728  67 

$111,064  88 

1842, 
JuDcL 

Credit. 

224,176  95 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  during  the  quarter  from 

March  1   to  June  1,  1842.    See 

list  of  vouchers,  and  vouchers  them- 

selves marked  from  1  to  14,  from 

1  to  55,  from  15  to  20,  from  1  to  34, 

and  from  21  to  48,  al]  inclusive,     - 

By  balance  on  hand. 

76,655  26 
147,491  69 

1843. 

June  1; 

To  balance  from  last  quarter, 

147,491  69 

Aug.  12. 

O.  &  Strail,      - 

^ 

3,759  05 

U^  a 

Math.  Neary,    - 

627  05 

44      U 

J.  Hardy, 

2,711  00 

41      C4 

W.  Brodie  &  Co., 

337  00 

41       44 

Ogden  &  Dole,  - 

184  05 

14       14 

O.  &  Stewart,  - 

3,030  50 

44       14 

S.  Granger  &  Co., 

84  17 

44        M 

Thomas  Beale, 

327  65 

<4       44 

N.  &  Beale,      - 

500  00 

41       44 

S.  &  Cozens,    - 

i>94  50 

44       44 

J.  V.  Singer,     - 

1,122  33 
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1842. 

- 

Aug.  12. 

To  Wm.  Byrne,      - 

$75  00 

^   « 

*'    J.  E.  Bishop,     . 

1,000  00 

a     «< 

«    Lot  Whitcomb,  - 

924  48 

Credit. 

$14,976  33 

1842. 

162,468  02 

Sept.  1. 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  during  the  quarter  from 
June  I  to  Sept  1,  1842.     See  list 

of  vouchers,  and  vouchers  them- 

selves, from  No.  1,  to  No.  106,  in- 

clusive,     -            -            -            - 
By  balance,             .            -            . 

42,307  88 

120,160  14 

1842. 

Sept  1. 

To  balance  from  last  qucrter. 

^    14. 

''     A.  &  Pestana,  -            - 

3,515  06 

"    15. 

**    S.  D.  &  Norton, 

8,005  69 

Nov.  15. 

"     M.  Mahr,          ... 

750  00 

<4       M 

"     J.  Lonergan,    -            -            - 

668  50 

«4       C< 

«'    Wm.  Byrne,     - 

71  00 

« 

Oct.  31. 

"     Incidentals,        ... 

100  00 

Not.  24. 

•*    H.  &  Brown,    - 

36  00 

a     (« 

**    Incidentals,        .            .            - 

16  25 

Credit. 

13,162  50 

1842. 

133,322  64 

Decl. 

By  amount  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  during  the  quarter  from 
Sept.  1  to  Dec.  1,  184-J.     See  list 

of  vouchers,   and  vouchers  them- 

selves  marked  from  1  to  57,  inclu- 

sive,         -            .            -            - 
By  balance,            -            .            . 

21,858  61 

$111,464  03 

.m 

32 

No.  7. 

A  list  of  jobs  which  heme  been  commenced  and  remain  unfinished, 

December  1,  1842. 

Section. 

1 

Elsiimatea 

Paid. 

Unpaid. 

Retained. 

Number 

$16,176  42 

$16,176  42 

u 

2 

29,908  56 

28,413  54 

$1,495  02 

<( 

3 

25,181  2-2 

24,262  40 

918  82 

i< 

4 

28,004  75 

26,705  54 

1,299  71 

<( 

5 

8,612  00 

7,751  51 

860  49 

« 

6 

40,290  67 

38,481  67 

1,609  00 

i< 

7 

14.630  75 

13,1(57  11 

1,463  64 

4« 

8 

32,199  27 

29,530  39 

2,169  78 

M 

9 

8,896  00 

8,000  67 

889  33 

W 

10 

8,381  00 

7,696  41 

336  30 

i( 

11 

21,00J  19 

18,126  15 

1,173  00 

1,449  61 

Ci 

\1 

4,51)7  50 

4,057  53 

449  97 

M 

13 

7,302  50 

6,672  24 

630  26 

<i 

11 

27,530  59 

27,153  76 

376  83 

« 

15    , 

42,802  89 

42,672  38 

130  51 

(I 

16 

43,251  25 

41,590  02 

1,661  23 

t( 

17 

11,637  51) 

10.765  08 

87182 

(( 

18 

6,039  25 

6,(139  25 

«( 

19 

6,908  00 

6,968  21 

(1 

20 

6,519  25 

6,518  88 

IC 

21 

8,2-28  35 

7,210  91 

113  00 

320  74 

« 

22 

16.080  58 

14,967  15 

1,113  00 

<(    . 

23 

17,009  12 

16,495  35 

513  79 

W 

24 

5,961  25 

5,961  25 

«< 

25 

14,274  55 

14,111  55 

163  20 

ii 

26 

10,476  91 

10,476  94 

1 

27 

5,349  58 

5,349  58 

« 

28 

3,854  75 

3,854  75 

(« 

29 

11,996  80 

11,096  12 

900  68 

•( 

30 

1,862  20 

1,582  88 

279  82 

<( 

31 

2,73 .  00 

2,735  00 

<( 

32 

1,180  00 

1,179  75 

«( 

33 

20,965  08 

19,376  90 

1,535  90 

U 

34 

1,861  73 

1,582  04 

279  69 

(i 

35 

7,501  60 

6,760  25 

74135 

<i 

36 

13,265  70 

12,372  00 

893  70 

>< 

37 

23,276  75 

21,498  52 

1,778  23 

i< 

38 

23,130  42 

21,387  88 

1,742  54 

« 

39 

21,697  05 

20,165  95 

1,528  10 

« 

40 

18,0S0  73 

16,725  74 

1,354  99 

M 

41 

2,141  84 

1,820  56 

5  38 

t( 

45 

49,640  34 

45,604  96 

887  00 

3,148  38 

M 

46 

59,813  39 

54,616  53 

5,166  8( 

33 
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8ecdon,etc. 

Estimate. 

Pnid. 

Unpaid. 

Cetoined. 

Number 

47 

148,014  08 

$44,376  90 

$3,637  18 

(( 

48 

76,572  39 

67,254  34 

$4,673  80 

4,644  25 

44 

49 

58,462  34 

50,016  37 

4,117  01 

4,32S  97 

44 

51 

108,403  92 

104,954  45 

3,449  47 

44 

52 

47,070  10 

44,014  96 

3,056  11 

»< 

53 

82,740  59 

74,341  98 

6,449  90 

Final  est'mt 

44 

54 

87,200  20 

81,328  73 

556  UO 

5,315  47 

«4 

55 

28,342  36 

26.247  81 

1,8!»4  5r> 

M 

56 

70,U09  85 

66,919  78 

2,437  00 

2,5.53  07 

4« 

57 

82,946  50 

76,182  47 

1,920  UO 

4  844  or. 

44 

59 

38,849  43 

21,909  46 

14,349  PO 

2,590  97 

U 

60 

Final  esti 

mate. 

6.9S3  82 

U 

61 

do      ' 

do 

431  26 

44 

02 

36,S63  76 

33,860  05 

2,524  96 

«t 

63 

45,183  78 

42,i>28  92 

* 

2,269  86 

a 

64 

63,518  59 

62,<i94  84 

1,233  97 

44 

67 

23,657  58 

22.833  87 

823  71 

44 

68 

42,051  91 

40,i33  61 

1,918  29 

u 

76 

30,437  55 

29,606  06 

■    831.09 

if 

75 

Final  esti 

mate, 

5,950  22 

44 

84 

do 

do 

U 

86 

•      do 

do 

630  28 

<4 

92 

do 

do 

595  81 

u 

93 

do 

do 

2,793  15 

u 

94 

1,729  91 

1,662  82 

'         f 

56  71 

44 

106 

Final  esti 

mate, 

8,313  22 

U 

107 

do 

do 

10,810  41 

' 

44 

112 

56  20 

50  00 

5  30 

U 

113 

1,732  72 

1,523  00 

309  73 

44 

114 

168  84 

153  00 

16  84 

44 

115 

1,294  45 

1,140  00 

15  OO 

139  45 

U 

117 

26  28 

24  00 

3  28 

u 

118 

2,772  92 

2,379  00 

186  00 

S07  92 

44 

119 

4,062  96 

2,610  00 

^,065  00 

407  06 

«4 

120 

420  72 

379  00 

41  73 

44 

121 

388  11 

397  00 

91  11 

«4 

122 

803  36 

667  00 

55  00 

80  36 

44 

123 

100  38 

90  00 

10  88 

U 

124 

1,866  18 

1.678  00 

188  18 

4* 

1-25 

842  60 

758  00 

84  60 

44 

126 

438  68 

438  68 

i4 

127 

2,404  78 

2,165  00 

239  78 

a 

128 

1,035  36 

931  00 

106  36 

44 

< 

129 

1,455  90 

1,311  00 

• 

144  90 

m 
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SeotioD.  elo. 

Estimate. 

Paid. 

Unpaid. 

Betained. 

N  umber     13U 

$2,618  58 

$2,197  00 

1160  00 

$361  58 

«<             131 

1,935  75 

1,732  00 

203  75 

«             135 

4,050  08 

3,647  00 

403  OS 

"             137 

466  38 

253  00 

161  00 

47  38 

M             138 

280 ';2 

253  00 

27  72 

«              145 

3,375  27 

2,245  00 

792  00 

338  27 

•<             146 

5,056  10 

3,42i>  00 

1,125  00 

506  10 

■      «             148 

1,928  45 

1,368  00 

400  00 

160  45 

u             149 

5,978  20 

5,381  00 

597  20 

««             152 

1,179  36 

1,061  00 

118  36 

"            153 

1,374  65 

1,238  00 

136  65 

«             156 

13,556  88 

13,147  27 

•<             162 

Final  esti 

mate. 

508  01 

«             i67 

do 

do 

29  37 

«             195 

21,881  57 

21,651  02 

230  55 

«             196 

19,899  00 

19,899  00 

t             197 

40,125  24 

36,761  37 

3,363  87 

"  195,  6& 7 

144,468  62 

122,014  00 

15,231  00 

74223  62 

Slides  on    ) 
No8.  191  &  2$ 

3,321  24 

3,000  00 

321  24 

No.  5  protect) 
wall,       S 

2,453  55 

2,085  52 

378  03 

Waste  wier  on) 
Sec.  191      5 

1,198  05 

1,078  00 

120  05 

No.  12  protect.) 
wall        ( 

1,471  30 

1,359  00 

113  30 

F.R.  Feeder,) 
Sec.  2        \ 

13,628  10 

12,947  00 

6S1  10 

No.  3,  protect.) 
wall 

5,217  29 

4,434  69 

782  60 

Culvert  No.  2 

14,675  54 

13,910  00 

714  54 

Lock  No.  4 

17,049  75 

15,041  65 

1,107  10 

Big  Run  Em. 
Lock  No.  13 

1,894  71 

1,866  00 

28  71 

13,9.33  22 

13,616  10 

317  12 

Lock  No.  15 

29,866  13 

24,702  49 

3,688  00 

1,475  64 

Fox  K.  Aque-) 
duct        ; 
Lock  No.  11 

88,019  19 

79,218  48 

4,400  00 

4,400  71 

27,494  53 

25,944  72 

1,549  81 

Lock  No.  12 

Final  esti 

mat«t, 

1,305  40 

Lock  No.  7 

4,615  84 

4,18^;  50 

428  34 

River  section 

07,157  72 

51,668  75 

10,452  00 

5,036  97 

A   »  9      f¥i\ 

Lock  1,  U.S.  cut 

4,420  70 

3,979  00 

441  70 

Lock  No.  3 

4,950  71 

4,450  Ol> 

496  71 

35 
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Seodon,  etc. 

Esdmatas. 

Paid. 

Unpaid. 

Keiaioed. 

Lock  No.  14 
Lock  No.  6 
Dam  No.  I 
L.  V.  Aqueduct 
Lock  timbers 

$31,034  89 

20,244  43 

2,412  00 

7,005  69 
Final  esti 

ri9.476  69 

19,398  20 

120  70 

6,626  00 

mate. 

$2,000  00 
403  20 

$558  20 

840  23 
381  30 
379  69 

TREASURER'S    REPORT, 


Trxasurbr's  Officey  Illinois  &  MicmoAN  Canal. 
Lockpofi,  November  30, 1942. 
To  the  Board  of  Comtnissioners 

of  the  Illinois  4*  Michigan  Canal. 
Gsntlbxen:  The  following  will  show  the  transactions  of  this  office  for 
the  last  two  years  from  the  7th  of  December,  1840,  to  this  day,  inclusive,  viz: 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  Treasarers's  re- 
port of  the  7th  of  December,  1840, 
that  the  bills  receivable  then  on  hand 
amounted  to  -  -  - 

Since  that  time  the  notes  received  for 
canal  lands  sold,  amount  to 

For  canal  lots  .  .  . 

For  wood  timber  &c«  from  canal  lands 


During  the  two  years,  of  the  notes 
which  were  given  for  canal  lots  in 
Chicago  and  Ottawa  in  1836,  there 
have  been  cancelled  on  the  settle- 
ment of  those  lots,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  last  relief  law, 
amounting  to  -  -  - 

Of  other  notes  given  for  lots  and  lands 
paid  and  cancelled. 

Amount  of  bilb  receivable  now  on 
hand  -  -  -  - 

The  Treasurer's  report  of  the  7th  No- 
vember, 1840,  also  shows  that  there 
remained  on  hand  of  6  per  cent,  ca- 
nal scrip,  including  the  interest  allow- 
ed and  endorsed  thereon     • 

Since  that  time  there  has  been  received 
into  this  office  for  balances  due  on 
settlement  of  canal  lots  in  Chicago 
and  Ottawa,  sold  in  1836,  as  provided 
by  the  last  relief  law 


$144,709  76 

38,727  00 

2,693  41 


611,682  64 
138,740  18 


24,680  82 


^,274  34 


$1,094,575  15 


176,130  17, 
1,370,705  32 


750,433  83 


$520^i  50 


[86] 
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For  advance  payments  for  canal  lands 

sold  .... 

For  advance  payments  for  canal  lots 

sold  .... 

For  interest  on  notes  given  for  lands  and 

lots  .... 

For  wood  and  timber  &c.  and  damages 

for  trespass  on  canal  lands   - 
For  notes  given  for  canal  lots  and  lands 

There  has  also  been  received  from  the 
secretary  to  the  Canal  Board  for  the 

!>urpo8e  of  paymelits  to  contractors 
or  work  &c.  on  the  canal,  and  for 

use  of  the  contingent  fund,  the  fol- 
lowing amounts: 
Commissioners'    checks 

on  the  Chicago  branch  $177,479  68 
To  which  was  added  on 

account  of  loss  on  State 

bonds  sold  by  General 

Thornton,  as  agreed 

to  by  contractors,  to 

make  those  bonds  at 

par  to  the  State,  31,719  5M) 


193  State  bonds  of  $1000 
each 

Certificates  of  indebted- 
ness (called  canal  in- 
debtedness) 


Of  the  above  sum  there 
has  been  paid  out,  to 
contractors  for  work 
&c  on  the  canal,  in 
commissioners'  checks 

Loss  on  bonds  added,  as 
agreed  by  contractors 

^^Canal  indebtedness^' 

184  State  bonds 

Contingent  fund  of  com- 
missioners' checks 

^-oss  on  bonds  as  to  con- 
*— tors 


155,085  88 

37,767  35 
374,345  34 

184,000  00 


22,393  80 
3,951  85 


$99,783  28 

13,531  00 

9,334  53 

3,318  16 
16,940  80 


209,198  88 
193,000  00 

399,910  00 


$234,863  ei 


802,108  88 
$1,036,971  86 


741,198  57 


&atema$t—Con15imei, 
39 


187] 


Canal  scrip  and  indebt- 
edness 


|57^5  97 


Balance  on  band 

The  above  balance  consists  of  (25,564- 
66,  of  canal  indebtedness  which  has  been 
received  of  the  secretary  for  the  purpose 
of  payment  to  the  contractors  for  work 
on  the  canal,  $70,565  14,  of  6  per  cent, 
canal  scrip,  indtf  ding  what  was  on  hand 
at  the  commencennent  of  1841,  with  the 
interest  which  had  accrued  and  was  en- 
dorsed on  the  bplsatthe  time  they  were  re- 
ceived, in  payment  for  lands,  ]ots,uotes&c. 

Of  canal  indebtedness  which  has  been 
received  in  pavment  for  lands,  lots,  notes, 
mterest  &c.,  the  sum  of  $106,731  b7. 

Connected  herewith  lire  three  tabular 
statements. 

No.  1  will  show  that  daring  the  two 
years,  32,142  37-100  acres  of  cantU 
lands  have  been  sold,  amounting  to 

It  also  shows  the  names  of  purchasers, 
the  section,  parts  of  section,  township  and 
range,  where  the  lands  lie,  the  amount 
paid  in  advance  and  of  notes  given. 

No.  2  will  show  that  in  the  town  of 
Lockport  13  canal  lots  have  been 
sold,  amounting  to  -  - 

Ottawa,  55  do  do  do 

La  Salle,  44         do  do  do 

Showing  the  aggregate  sales  of  canal 
lots,  amounting  to  •  - 


$92,911  62 


834,110  19 
$202,861  67 


$4,550  00 
16,165  00 
21,550  00 


$42,265  00 


$244,493  04 


[88]  40 

*  No.  3  will  show  that  of  canal  lots  sold  in  Chicago  and  Ottawa,  in 
1836, 102  whole  lots,  5  three  quarter-lots,  13  half  lots,  and  3  quarter  lots 
inEChicago,  have  been  settled  for  and  taken,  and  for  which  final  certifi- 
cates have  been  issued  under  the  provisions  of  the  last  relief  law;  and 
that  103  whole  lots,  5  quarter  lots,  13  half  lots,  and  3  three-quarter  loti 
in  Chicago,  have  been  relinquished  to  the  State. 

In  Ottawa,  16  whole  lots  and  2  three-quarter  lots  have  been  taken,  and 
2  whole  lots  and  2  quarter  lots  have  been  relinquished  to  the  State. 

This  statement  also  shows  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  final  cer- 
tificates have  been  issued,  the  No.  of  lot  and  block,  and  the  amount  at 
which  the  lots  have  been  taken,  together  with  those  which  have  been  re- 
linquished to  the  State.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NEWTON  CLOUD,  Treasurer. 

*  Tbitdooametit  (No.  3)  will  be  found  in  a  separate  report  cf  the  board. 


LIST   OF  CANAL  LANDS 


sou>  ni 


1841  &.  1843. 
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65  [US] 

REPORT  OP  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal: 
Gentlemen  :  lo  the  regular  discharge  of  my  duties,  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following 

REPORT: 

My  annual  report  for  1840,  with  that  of  the  resident  engineer,  which 
accompanied  it,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  upon  the  canal 
up  to  the  1st  of  November  of  that  year.  In  order  to  show  the  exact  con- 
dition of  the  work,  up  to  the  latest  period  practicable,  the  accounts  are 
now  brought  up  to  the  Ist  of  December.  The  accompanying  report  of 
Mr.Talcott,  the  resident  engineer,  describes  so  fully  the  extent  of  opera- 
tions during  the  last  two  years,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  canalt 
that  further  remarks  upon  this  subject  seem  almost  unnecessary. 

It  will  be  seen  by  his  report,  that  the  whole  amount  of  work  done,  or 
estimates  returned,  since  the  1st  of  November,  1840,  is  $800,069  27. 

The  quarterly  accounts,  with  the  explanations  given,  will  show  the  com- 
parative progress  at  different  periods,  since  my  last  annual  report  in  1840. 

The  wnole  amount  of  work  performed  upon  the  canal,  from  the  conv- 
laencement  of  operations,  up  to  the  present  time,  is  as  follows  : 

In  1836  -  -  -  -         139,260  58 

350,649  90 
911,902  40 

-  1,479,907  58 

-  1,117,702  30 
644,875  94 
155,193  33  > 

#  Total,       -  -  -     $4,699,492  03 

It  appears  from  this  statement,  that  in  the  years  1S36-7  and  1841-39 
the  work  done  amounted  in  the  a^egate  to  but  $1,189,979  75,  the  bal- 
ance of  it,  or  $3,509,512  28,  having  been  performed  in  tha  three  years, 
1838, 1839  and  1840. 

The  difficulties  of  commencing  a  work  of  this  magnitude,  in  a  country 
where  but  few  settiements  had  as  yet  been  made,  and  where  labor,  pro- 
visions &c«,  were  not  only  extravagantly  bieh,  but  could  only  be  pro- 
cared  to  a  limited  extent,  can  be  appreciated  only  by  those  who  have  a 
personal  knowledge  of  the  circumstances. 

These  difficulties  had  scarcely  begun  to  disappear  when  the  financial 
embarrassments  of  the  State  commenced,  and  from  that  time  or  soon  af- 
ter, the  operations  have  continued  to  diminish,  until  they  have  at  last 
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«  1837 
**  1838 
**  1839 
«  1840 
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•*  1842 


flU]  ^ 

nearly  ceased.  Could  ample  funds  have  been  provided  for  the  canal,  it 
would  probably  have  now  been  completed.  But  as  it  is,  there  still  rcmaina 
unfinished  work  to  the  ainoupt  of  $2,958,169  29. 

•  In  eath  annual  report  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the 
board,  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  canal  has  been  given. 
As  more  work  was  from  time  to  time  placed  under  contract,  or  the  char- 
acter of  any  portion  of  it  more  fully  developed,  the  estimates  were  chang- 
ed or  modified  so  as  to  approach  as  near  the  true  cost  as  the  circumstan- 
ces would  permit  The  estimates  for  the  present  report,  have  been  re- 
vised under  my  instructions  to  suit  the  present  times,  and  notwithstanding 
the  large  proportion  of  the  work  which  is  under  contract,  and  which  has 
consequently  been  carried  in  at  contract  prices,  the  total  cost  of  the  whole 
canal,  in  the  present  estimate,  is  very  considerably  reduced.  This,  how- 
ever, is  not  wholly  effected  by  a  reduction  of  prices,  but  in  part  by  the 
omission  of  several  heavy  items  which  were  not  considered  indispensable 
to#the  successful  navigation  of  the  canaL 

The  cost  of  the  canal  may  now  be  represented  as  follows,  to  i«fit: 
The  amount  of  work  which  has  been  completed,  and  that 

which  is  now  under  contract,  ...    $6,751,006  21 

The  amount  of  work  not  under  contract,  -  -  906,655  11 

For  superintendence  and  contingencies,  -  -         350,000  00 

Total  cost  of  the  canal,              -            -            -            -  $8,007,66132 
The  total  amount  of  work  done  is           -            -            -  4,699,492  03 
Cost  of  superintendence  and  contingencies  properly  char- 
geable to  construction,  account  up  to  this  time,  about  210,000  09 

Total  expenses  incurred,  -  .  .  .     <g4,909,492  03 

Total  amount  remaining  to  be  done,     -  .  -      3,098,169  29 

Of  the  amount  to  be  done  $2,958,169  29  is  for  unfinished  work,  and 
the  balance  ($140,000)  for  superintendence  and  contingencies. 

The  estimated  cost  of  superintendence  and  contingencies,  as  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  my  report  of  1840,  is  incresised  $23,827  74.  In  the 
estimate  then  made,  it  was  contemplated  that  the  work  would  be  com- 
pleted in  three  years,  and  1  state  that  "should  funds  not  be  provided,  and 
it  should  consequently  take  a  longer  time  to  finish  it,  the  cost  will  bs  in- 
creased, not  only  by  the  dilapidation  of  the  work  already  completed,  but 
by  the  zidditionstl  expense  of  superintendence." 

It  is  now  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  canal  will  be  completed  with- 
in one  year  from  this  time,  and  this  item  has,  thf^refore,  been;  increased; 
though  if  a  system  of  rigid  economy  be  pursued  in  every  department,  the 
amount  formerly  estin^ated  may  be  sufficient,  even  should  the  time  of 
completion  be  deferred  a  year  or  two  longer  than  was  then  anticipated. 

It  is  certainly  now  to  be  regretted  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  un- 
finished work  is  under  contract,  for  the  times  have  so  changed,  that  all^ 
or  nearly  all,  of  the  heavy  jobs  could  be  lei  at  greatly  reduced  prices.    By 

efcrence  to  my  former  reports,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  great  part  of  the 
work  which  is  now  under  contract,  was  let  during  the  first  two  or  three 
years  after  the  commencement  of  operations,  whcu/i  it  will  be  recollected, 

hat  labor,  provisions  &c.,  were  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  higher  than  at 


present.  But  it  will  ledso  be  seen  that  a  large  amDiint  of  work  had  been 
executed  upon  most  of  these  contracts  before  Hmes  had  much  changed. 
The  contractors  had  generally  made  their  out-fits  when  prices  were  at  the 
iughest,  and  the  cost  of  these,  and  the  work  executed  in  the  earliest  sta- 
ges, was  such,  in  many  instances,  as  to  render  it  problematical  whether 
they  could  finish  their  work  at  their  contract  prices.  And  in  fact,  many 
of  the  highest  priced  contracts  were  voluntarily  abandoned  by  the  con- 
iraotors,  on  aoeount  of  the  alleged  insufficiency  of  the  prices  paid. 

As  matters  now  stand,  the  contractors  have  unfortunately,  many  of 
them,  heavy  investments  in  out-fits  upon  their  jobs,  which  ai^e  now  per- 
fectly useless,  and  the  State  is  unfortunately  bound  by  contract  to  pay 
them  much  more  than  the  present  value  of  the  work. 

The  present  condiCion  of  the  heavy  sections  upon  the  summit  division  is 
«ucbthat  a  large  expense  will  be  required  to  start  the  work  again^  it  be- 
ing fiUed  with  ^ater,  and  much  of  the  machinery  unfit  for  use.  But  such 
1%  now  the  state  of  the  country,  that  with  funds,  this  work  could  all  be  set 
io  motion  again,  and  coaipleted  without  delay. 

Upon  many  of  the  sections  of  deep  earth  cutting  upon  this  division, 
^hic^are  under  contract,  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  workhas.bcen 
done;  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  in- 
lerest  of  the  State,  by  a  compromise  with  contractors,  to  annul  these  con*- 
tracts,  and  again  obtain  control  of  the  work.  Should  money  in  any  man^ 
tier  bo  obtained  for  canal  expenditures,  there  is  little  room  to  doubt  that  a 
settlement  could  be  made  with  most  of  the  contractors  vpon  the  summit 
division,  which  would  give  the  State  possession  of  the  Work^  and  at  the 
same  time,  relieve  contractors  of  their  embarrassments,  without  costing 
any  thing  like  as  much  as  would  be  saved  by  a  re-letting.  It  is  believed 
fUso,  if  t£s  State  had  entire  control  of  the  whole  summit  division,  a  sys- 
tem  of  operations  might  be  adopted  that  would  greatly  facilitate  the  pro- 
gress and  reduce  the  cost. 

The  condition  of  the  work  upon  the  middle  and  western  divisions  is 
such  that  no  great  advantages  could  probably  be  gained  by  a  annprD* 
mise  with  contractors,  though  much  of  it  could  now  unquestionably  be  let 
^t  reduced  prices.  The  estimated  amount  of  all  the  work  which  remaixis 
to  be  done  upon  these  two  divisions,  is  $678,092  80,  of  which 
f  317^126  66  is  not  under  contract. 

In  the  revision  of  the  estimates  of  the  work  not  under  contract,  though 
refecence  has  been  had  to  the  existing  statu  of  things,  yet,  should  there  be 
no  eommencement,  to  any  extent,  upon  the  public  works  of  neighboring 
states,  and  the  prices  of  produce  should  remain  so  extremely  io^  as  at 
present,  there  is  no  doubt  that  contracts  could  be  made  at  less  than  the 

J  rices  estimated.  I  have  not,  however,  under  all  the  oirowmatanoes, 
qemed  it  prudent  to  make  a  further  reduction  iu  prices  at  present.  jBM 
should  money  be  obtained  so  thai  prompt  payment  in  co^-could  be  maAa 
for  the  balahee  of  un.let  work,  it  would  be  contracted  for  and  executed^at 
QBmrecedently  low  rates. 

ft  has  been  suggested  by  many  of  the  friends  of  the  oanali,  .whether  a 
considerable  reduc^ioa  could  not  be  made  in  the  oo^  ofithe  middle  and 
western  divisions,  by  building  structures  of  a  cheaper  and  moieftempoittrx 


[116]  "      68 

character,  for  which  those  of  a  more  expensive  and  durable  kind  wonld 
be  substituted,  when  the  State  should  have  means  at  her  disposal  to  make 
the  additional  expenditure.  But  1  have  no  hesitation  in  earnestly  recom- 
mending that  no  such  policy  be  adopted.  It  could  not  but  be  injurious  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  canal,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  would  not  be 
recommended  by  any  of  its  friends  who  knew  precisely  the  present  condi* 
tion  of  the  work. 

By  the  statements  in  the  resident  engineer's  report,  it  appears  that  the 
whole  estimated  cost  of  the  structures  upon  these  two  divisions  (which 
embrace  all  the  principal  structures  upon  the  canal)  is  $977,747  37,  of 
which,  work  to  the  amount  of  $576,785  23  has  already  been  executed. 
In  fact,  eleven  out  of  the  sixteen  locks  on  the  main  line  of  canal,  (includ- 
ing one  guard  lock)  are  either  completed  or  have  but  a  comparatively 
supall  amount  of  work  to  be  done  upon  them,  and  the  materials  for  com- 
pleting them  are  mostly  prepared.  The  other  five  locks  have  been  com- 
menced, and  some  materials  delivered  for  all  of  them,  except  lock  No.  8, 
at  the  Aux  Sable  river,  where  only  a  trifling  amount  of  pit  excavation 
has  been  done.  I'hc  masonry  of  the  Fox  river  aqueduct  is  nearly  com- 
pleted, a  large  portipn  of  the  culverts  finished,  or  in  quite  an  advanced 
state,  and  in  fact,  so  small  an  amornt  of  masonry  to  be  yet  commenced, 
that  It  would  be  bad  policy,  indeed,  to  destroy  the  uniformity  of  the  work 
for  the  very  small  saving  which  could  be  effected  by  substituting  an  in- 
ierior  charaotejr  of  masonry  for  that  which  has  heen  designed,  nor  do  I 
think  that,  under  any  circumstances,  should  the  character  of  any  of  the 
work  have  been  made  inferior  to  what  it  now  is.  It  would  have  been 
false  economy,  for  a  compai;atively  trifling  saving  in  expense,  to  make 
weak  and  perishable  structures. 

Much  of^the  work,  under  the  head  of  structures,  which  remains  to  be 
let,  consists  of  bridges,  superstructures  of  aqueducts,  lock  gates  &c.,  which 
will  be  composed  mostly  of  wood.  No  structures  of  wom  have  yet  been 
built,  except  some  culverts,  which  will  generally  be  submerged  in  water, 
and  consequently  not  exposed  to  decay.  No  other  structures,  except 
those  whicn  aie  indispensable,  should  be  constructed  of  perishable  mate- 
rials, until  there  is  certainly  that  the  completion  of  the  canal  will  bring 
them  into  immediate  use. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  anxious  enquiry  whether  ti  part  of  the  canal 
(the  middle  and  western  divbions)  could  not  be  finished  and  rendered  of 
considerable  value  to  the  State  previous  to  the  completion  of  the  remain* 
der  of  the  work,  or  the  summit  division;  and  for  that  portion  of  it  above 
Marseilles,  a  supply  of  water  drawn  from  the  Du  Page  and  Des  Plaines 
fivers. 

In  the  succeeding  part  of  my  report  facts  have  been  stated  which  wilt 
Mly  settle  this  question.  But  admitting  the  adequacy  of  the  supply,  I 
am  satisfied  now,  as  I  ever  have  been,  £at  the  State  cannot  derive  any 
revenue  from  the  canaU  until  the  navigation  is  opened  through  the  whole 
line  from  La  Salle  to  Chicago;  though  the  completion  and  navigation  of 
a  part  of  it  might  be  of  some  local  benefit. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  cost  of  completing  certain  por- 
ions  of  the  canal  for  navigation. 
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To  complete  the  canal  from  La  Salle  to  Ottawa,  14.39  miles,  f  167,932  06 
**  «  •*  '*  "  Marseilles,  21.96  mile's,  197,762  88 
**        *•        **        "    ^    "  Juliet,  62.85  "  647,395  Y7 

""'***        ••  Lockport,  66.52     «  678,092  80 

**        **        Sec.  63  (Loner^au's)  69.55  **  716,947  18 

•****«        Sec.  49  (Athens)  74.87       "  942,839  13 

"        «*        •«        Sec.  44  (Sa^  76.74  "  1,205,91177 

******  Chicago,  100.98     **  2,958,169  29 

The  above  amounts  do  not  include  superintendence  and  contingencies* 

The  canal  from  La  Salle  to  Ottowa  or  Marseilles  would  receive  a  sup- 
ply of  water  from  Fox  river;  but  upon  the  present  plan,  the  ohly  sources 
c^  supply  above  the  latter  place  would  be  the  Du  Page  and  Des  Plcdnes 
rivers,  and  Lake  Michigan.  The  waters  of  the  lake  cannot  of  course  be 
introduced  until  the  whole  summit  division  or  deep  cut  is  coibpleted.  For 
tfiis  part  of  the  canal,  the  president  of  your  board  bias  directed  me  to  make 
an  estimate  for  a  canal,  20  feet  in  width,  and  two  feet  in  depth  less  than 
the  present  plan,  of  **the  same  size  as  the  New  York  and  Erie  canal.**  The 
cost  of  such  a  canal  for  the  summit  division,  according  to  my  estimate, 
would  be  $1,461,365  18,  or  $818,691  31  less  than  the  present  plan,  as- 
suming the  same  data  for  the  estimates  of  each.  It  is,  however,  estimat- 
ed 24  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  (four  feet  less  than  the  Erie  canal,)  in  order 
to  preserve  the  slopes  of  two  to  one  already  commenced. 

A  canal  of  this  through  the  deep  cut  would  limit  the  capacity  of  boats 
navigating  the  whole  line,  to  the  size  of  those  used  upon  the  small  canals 
of  New  York  and  Ohio.  The  whole  canal  would  in  effect  be  reduced  to 
flie  same  size.  But  an  insuperable  objection  to  this  plan  is^  that  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  the  lake,  with  the  declivity  now  given  to  the  canal,  there 
could  not  be  water  enough,  at  all  times,  drawn  through  it,  to  supply  (to- 
gether with  the  Des  Plaines  and  Du  Page  rivers)  the  levels  below. 

The  fluctuations  of  the  lake,  its  present  low  stage,  and  the  obstruc- 
tions from  washing  and  sliding  in  of  the  banks  in  the  deep  earth  cutting, 
are  considered  in  another  part  of  my  report,  and  your  board  is  respect- 
folly  referred  to  the  facts  there  stated,  as  having  a  direct  bearing  upon  this 
question. 

Whatever  other  changes  may  be  made  in  the  plan  of  the  canal,  I  am 
tiioroughly  convinced  that  its  dimensions  should,  in  no  part,  be  reduced; 
for  1  conceive  that  its  value  to  the  State  depends  greatly  upon  its  large 
capacity.  By  reducing  its  size  to  that  of  an  ordinary  canal  of  forty  feet 
wide  and  four  feet  deep,  the  cost  of  transportation  will  be  so  greatly  increas- 
ed that  it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  a  luree  portion  of  the  ousiness  which 
would  otherwise  be  done  upon  it  would  be  driven  into  other  channels. 

To  illustrate  this,  we  will  suppose,  that  at  St.  Louis  and  certain  other 
points  upon  the  Mississippi  river,  50,000,000  feet  of  pine  lumber  is  annu- 
ally purchased,  which  now  comes  down  the  Ohio  or  upper  Mississippi, 
and  cannot  be  furnished  for  less  than  $25  per  thousand.  The  same  lum- 
ber can  be  furnished  from  the  Lake  country,  calculating  the  transporta- 
tion through  the  canal  at  $2  per  thousand,  for,  say  $24  w,  and  afford  an 
equal  profit.  But  increase  the  cost  of  transportation  to  $3  per  thoTusand, 
and  tlie  canal  would  lose  the  entire  trade. 

The  greatest  loss,  however,  would  result  from  the  diminished  amount  of 
transportation  from  the  valley  of  the  Missississippi  to  the  lakes.    All 
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fi>oight'M«illiznqucstionably  seek  that  route  to  mariket  which  will  afford 
the  best  chances  of  profit.  At  some  point,  whether  it  be  at  Sfc-  Louis, 
New  Orleans,  or  any  intermediate  distance,  the  chances  of  profit  (which 
involve  the  cost  of  transportation,  insurance,  transhipments  &c.)  will  be 
equal.  It  is  obvious  then,  that  a  slight  incnease  of  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion upon  our  canal,  would  turn  the  scale  against  us  at  that  point;  or  in 
othet  words,  bring  that  point  nearer  to  us,  and  force  tL  larger  trade  to  de- 
scend the  Mississippi,  or  seek  6ther  channels  to  the  lakes. 

it  is  true,  that  with  a  smaller  and  cheaper  canal,  a  less  amount  of  reve- 
nue from  tolls  might  pay  as  large  an  interest  upon  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion, but  such  a  canal  could  not  secure  the  great  object  which  will  be  ao- 
complished  by  this.  By  making  the  canal  of  the  size  now  contemplated, 
(and  ultimately  even  larger)  and  charging  a  low  rate  of  tolls,  a  vastly 
greater  share  of  the  immense  amount  of  freight,  which  must  be  exported 
from. the  Mississippi  valley,  will  pass  through  it  than  could  be  secured  to 
a  canal  of  smaller  dimensipps.  It  would  also  secure  the  transportation  of. 
an  ahnost  incalculable  amoant  of  lumber,  stone  and  coal,  which  would  be- 
lost  to  a  smaller  canal. 

Other  reasons  could  be  given  why  the  si^e  of  no  part  of  the  canal  should 
be  contracted,  bu^  they  are  deemed  unnecessary. 

From  the  time  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  was  first  projected,  tlieii» . 
seems  to  have  been  a  difference  of  opinion  amongst  its  friends  in  relatioa 
to  the  proper  si^e  of  the  work  and  plan  of  its  construction.  As  this  difiier- 
ence  of  opinion  still  prevails,  in  order,  in  some  jnneasure,  to  account  for  it^ 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  allude  to  the  difierent  surveys  which  hnve  been 
made,  and  the  difierent  opinions,  entertained  and  expressed  by  those  who 
made  or  directed  them,in  relation  to  this  great  work. 

The  first  survey  was  madfi  in  the  autumn  oc  18:^4  by  Col's.  Post  and 
Paul,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Sloo,  Brown,  West  aqd  §mith»ca.- 
nal  commissionerst ,  An  exapiinatioa  of  the  reports  of  tbes^  gentlemen  ' 
will  show  that  notwitlistanding  their  ability,  their  survey  and  ^mates 
did  not  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  the  constiuc- 
tion  of  the  canal.     In  fact,  fropi  the  short  time  in  which  tlic  survey  was 
made,  the  little  that  was  known  of  the  country  previous  to  the  commence-. 
racnt  of  their  examinations,  and  the  very  imperfect  knowledge  which  the' 
he.st  informed  in  thi;s  country,  at  that  time,  had  in  relation  to  public  works  • 
of  this  character,  rendered  it.  almost  impossible   that  they  should  have  . 
formed  very  correct  opinions  of  the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking;.     But 
low  as  were  their  estipiates,.  it  is  obvious  that  they  were  higher  than  the 
public  expected.     For  the  commissioners,   after  giving  the.  estimates  of 
the  engineers,  remark,  that  *^these  estimates,  it  is  true,  exceed  considera-, 
biy  the  general  expectation, ^d  the  commissioners  are  too  well  aware, of 
the  fiuai^cial  embarrassmeats  tof  the  State,  at  present,  to  indulge  a  well 
founded  hope  that  immef!iate  measures  can  be  adopted  for  executing  a 
work  of  samf  ch  importance." 

The  estimates  of  the  five  dlifcrent  routes  marked  out^  were  as  foUowfi, 
to  wit: 

First  route  is  estimated  at  ...     $716,11071 

Second  route  '^        ^  .  ...       639,642  78 

Third  route  «4        ii  •  .  .       (568,389  68 
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Fourth  route  estimated  at  -  -  -     $682,6 IC  20 

Fifth  route  4»        «  ...       689,746  96 

On  the  fourth  route  the  supply  of  water  was  to  be  drawn  in  part  from 
Lake  Michigan,  and  on  the  fifth,  entirely  from'  this  source,  though  upon 
both  plans  or  routes  the  deep  cut  of  our  present  plan  must  have  been  en- 
countered. 

The  canal,  as  estimated  abow,  would  have  been  two  feet  in  depth,  pnd 
twenty  feet  in  width  lessgthan  our  present  canal. 

The  gauges  of  the  different  streams  from  which  a  supply  of  water  would 
have  been  drawn,  are  given  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Des  Plaines  river,  at  Cache  Island,        1 17,000  cubic  feet  per  hour, 
DuPi^e,        «  «*  114,000     "  « 

Aux  Sable,      «  "  60,000     "  « 

♦Fox  river,     «  "  450,000     "  ^ 

The  engineers  remark  in  relation  to  these  gauges,  that  the  "results  are 
predicated  upon  the  present  stage  of  water,"  and  that  the  quantities  may 
some  times  be  lower. 

From  the  foregoing  extracts,  it  is  plain  that  no  difficulty  was  anticipa- 
ted in  relation  to  a  cheap  supply  of  water  for  the  canal.  If  the  streams 
on  the  route  would  not  afford  sufficient  water,  it  would  cost  no  more  to 
procure  a  never  failing  supply  from  Lake  Michigan  than  from  these  sources. 

The  next  engineer  employed  by  the  State,  to  niake  a  survey  of  this 
canal  route,  was  Mr.  Bucklin,  who  seems  to  have  made  his  examinations 
with  considerable  care*  For  our  present  object,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
allude  to  such  parts  of  bis  report,  made  January  Ist,  1833,  as  will  show 
his  opinions  in  relation  to  the  practicability  of  supplying  a  high  level,  or 
shallow  cut,  canal  with  water,  and  the  cost  of  constructing  one  upon  the 
different  plans  proposed. 

He  states  that  "the  discharge  of  the  Calamic  river  in  the  fall  of  1830,  a 
season  of  extreme  drought,  amounted  to  320/)00  cubit  feet  per  hour,  which 
may  safely  be  relied  upon  as  its  minimum  discharge." 

The  Des  Plaines  was  also  reduced  the  same  fall,  so  that  its  discharge 
was,  at  one  period,  but  60,000  cubic  feet  per  hour.  To  supply  the  fifty- 
six  miles  of  canal  from  Chicago  to  the  Du  Page,  he  estimated  that  the 
minimum  quantity  of  water  discharged  by  these  streams,  and  an  addition- 
al quantity  of  42,400  cubic  feet  per  hour,  would  be  necessary.  To  sup- 
ply the  deficiency,  he  proposed  constructing  a  reservoir  in  the  Saganas- 
kee  swamp. 

He  says  that  "by  an  imperfect  and  hasty  measurement  of  the  Du  Page, 
in  the  fall  of  1830,  its  minimum  discharge  was  estimated  at  415,000  cubic 
feet  per  hour;  the  succeeding  summer  and  fall  being  remarkably  wet^ 
did  not  afford  an  opportunity  of  ajscertaining  its  discharge  at  a  low  stage; 
but  it  is  obvious  to  the  observer  of  both  streams,  that  its  discharge  must  at 
all  times  be  greater  than  that  of  the  Calamic;  we  ^ay  rely  upon  its  ca- 
pacity to  furnish  the  same  quantity  of  water,  that  is  320,01)0  cubic  feet 
per  hour." 

Such  were  Mr  Bucklin's  opinions  in  relation  to  the  supply  which  could 
be  drawn  from  the  sources  named.  The  canal  estimated  by  him  was 
forty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep. 

*Thi8  stream  discbarges  vastly  more  than  this  quantity  at  usual  low  stages. 
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The  cost  of  constnicUng  a  canal  upon  the  high  level  or  shallow  cut 

Elan,  embraciDg  the  necessary  ibeders  and  the  reservoir,  was  estimated  by 
im  at  $1,601,965  83. 

The  cost  of  the  canal  upon  the  plan  of  supplying  **with  water  from 
Lake  Michigan  by  cutting  through  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  lake  and 
the  head  waters  of  the  Illinois  river,'*  was  $4,043,086  50.  The  data 
from  which  these  results  were  drawn  were  obtained  in  1830  and  1831. 

The  surveys  of  the  canal  route  by  the  United  States  engineers  in 
1830  and  1831,  seem  to  have  been  made  more  to  ascertain  the  practica* 
bility  of  the  work,  and  the  general  character  of  the  route,  than  with  a 
view  to  obtain  data  for  a  particular  estimate  of  cost.  In  fact,  I  believe, 
tliatno  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  work  was  submitted  until  the  summer 
of  1S34,  at  least  1  have  never  seen  one  of  an  eaiiier  date.  Gen.  Gratiot 
submitted  his  estimate  in  June,  1834,  of  the  cost  of  constructing  a  steam 
boat  canal  from  Chicaeo  to  the  mouth  of  the  little  Vermilion  river.  The 
dimensions  were  as  follows,  to-wit: 

For  the  first  twenty-seven  miles  from  the  lake,  or  to  the  running  out  of 
the  lake  level,  the  canal,  except  two  miles,  is  one  hundred  feet  wide  and 
ten  feet  deep.  The  remaining  two  miles  to  be  distributed  in  short  sec* 
tions,  at  convenient  distances, '<to  be  two  hundred  feet  wide,  to  accom- 
date  boats  while  detained  in  exchanging  cargoes  without  interruption  to 
the  navigation."  **The  remaining  distance  of  sixty-five  miles  to  be  net 
less  than  one  hundred  feet  at  the  surface  and  six  feet  deep.'*  The  total 
cost  of  this  canal  was  estimated  at  $4,299,439  81. 

The  quantity  of  water  discharged  by  the  streams,  gauged  during  the 
progress  of  this  survey  by  the  United  States  engineers,  was  as  follows^ 
to-wit: 

Calamic  river,  ...        286.95  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Des  Plaines,  (Oct  21, 1829,)  -  26.80 


(Aug.  8, 1832,)             .          15.14 
(July  18,  


Du  Page,     (July  18,  1831,)  -  63*24  "  «* 

**  (July  23, 1830,)  very  dry,        27.75  **  ^ 

No  new  facts  were  obtained  after  the  surveys  which  have  been  men- 
tioned, until  the  passage  of  the  existing  law  autborizmg  the  construe- 
tion  of  the  canal.  The  size  and  plan  of  the  canal,  so  far  as  prescribed 
by  law,  were  as  follows: 

^^The  said  canal  shall  not  be  less  than  forty-five  feet  wide  at  the  sun* 
face,  thirty  feet  at  the  base,  and  of  suflScient  depth  to  insure  a  navigation 
of  at  least  four  feet;  to  be  suitable  for  ordinary  canal  boat  navigation;  to 
be  supplied  with  water  from  Lake  Michigan  and  such  other  sources  as  the 
canal  commissioners  may  think  proper,  and  to  be  constructed  in  the  man- 
ner best  calculated  to  promote  the  permanent  interest  of  the  country,  ftc" 

^The  said  canal  shall  commence  at  or  near  the  town  of  Chicago  on 
canal  lands,  and  shall  terminate  near  the  mouth  of  the  little  Vermilion 
river,  in  La  Salle  county,  and  on  land  owned  by  the  State." 

**At  the  time  this  law  was  passed  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Bucklin,  were,  I 
believe,  supposed  to  be  much  too  high.  It  was  thought  that  he  had  great- 
ly over  estimated  the  cost  of  excavating  rock,  as  Gen.  Gratiot  had  fixed  the 
price  for  this  kind  of  excavation  at  fifty  cents  per  cubic  yard,  for 
the  deep  cutting  upon  the  summit  or  the  first  division  from  Chicago; 
whereas  Mr.  Bucklin  had  estimated  it  at  $1  40  per  cubic  yard. 
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Mr.  Forquer,  from  the  coEBmittee  on  laternal  Improvements,  in  our 
State  Legislature,  reported  the  cost  of  the  canal,  upon  the  plan  of  sup- 
plying  water  from  Lake  Michigan,  at  $2,951^0  56,  or  in  round  numbered* 
^3,000,000«  To  make  up  this  estimate,  the  rock  excavation,  mentioned 
above,  vras  calculated  at  foity  cents  per  cubic  yard.  Had  the  expensive 
character  of  this  work  been  fully  understood,  it  may  well  be  doabted 
whether  the  Legislature  would  have  fixed  upon  the  plan  of  construction, 
without  having  ordered  further  investigations.  There  was  not  a  sufficient 
agreement  in  Uie  reports  which  had  been  made  in  relation  to  the  plan 
and  cost  of  the  canal  to  warrant,  probably,  very  decisive  action.  At  least 
■ome  discretionary  power  should  have  been  left  with  the  officers,  who 
were  to  pursue  the  investigations  prior  to  a  definite  location  of  the  canal. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  llie  first  annual  report  of  the  canal  com- 
missioners, page  eight,  that  soon  after  they  had  commenced  their  inquiries, 
they  became  satisfied  that  the  canal,  upon  the  plan  £xed  by  law,  would  be 
&r  more  expensive  than  had  been  anticipated.  ^Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  board  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  if  it  were  practicable  to 
obtain  ample  feeders  from  other  sources  than  the  lake,  they  would  direct 
their  operations  for  the  present  year  to  some  other  division  of  the  work, 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  present  Legislature  to  a  change  of  plan. 
The  Calumet  and  Des  Plaines  rivers,  having  been  ascertained  to  be  insuf- 
ficient, the  upper  region  of  Fox  river,  as  the  only  remaining  chance,  was 
ordered  to  be  examined,  but  after  a  brief,  yet  convincing  investigation, 
the  project  was  abandoned.*' 

Before  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  (in  the  winter  of  1836-7)  a 
survey  of  the  whole  line  had  been  made,  and  portions  qf  the  summit  and 
western  division  placed  under  contract  Prices  were  at  this  time  high, 
and  the  contract  prices,  as  well  as  those  ^timated,  corresponded  with  the 
high  prices  of  labor,  provisions  and  materials* 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  canal,  submitted  in  my  first  report  to  the 
board,  was  $8,654,337  51,  the  size  adopted  being  sixty  feet  at  surface, 
and  six  feet  deep. 

During  the  winter  of  1836-7,  there  was  a  strone  effi>rt,  on  the  part  of 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  canal,  to  change  the  plan  of  the  summit  di* 
vision,  by  raising  the  level  and  supplying  it  with  water  from  other  sources 
than  Lake  Michigan.  It  was  believed  by  them  that  the  Des  Pjaines  and 
Calumet  rivers  would  afford  an  adequate  supply  for  the  canal  until  rcliev- , 
ed  by  the  Du  Page  river,  which  was  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  feed 
the  canal  until  met  by  the  waters  of  Fox  river  at  Marseilles. 

Mr.  Bucklin  had  reported  the  minimum  discharge  of  the  Des  Plaines  at 
60,000  cubic  per  hour,  or  1,000  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  the  Calumet  at 
320,000  cubic  feet^  per  hour,  or  5,333  cubic  feet  per  minute.  The  ag* 
gregate  of  the  two  streams  being  6,333  cubic  feet  per  minute. 

The  U.  States  engineers  had  reported  the  Calumet  to  discharge  286,95 
cubic  feet  per  second,  or  16,217  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  the  Des  Plaines 
26,80  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  1,608  cubic  feet  per  minute;  the  aggregate 
being  17,825  cubic  feet  per  minute;  making  a  difference  in  the  measure- 
ments of  11,492  cubic  feet  per  minute,  which  would  leave  a  surplus,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  B's.  calculation  of  demand,  equal  to  10,688  cubic  feet.  If 
ttitm  &e  gauge  of  the  Calumet,  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Guy  on, 
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(United  States  Engineer)  was  made  at  a  low  stage  of  the  river,  and  his 
calculatioQS  were    correct,  Mr,    Bucklin  was  obviously  wrong,  and  the 
plan  of  the  canal  might  be  ehanged  without  the  slightest  danger  pf  a  de- 
,  ficiency  in  the  supply  of  water. 

Besides  the  great  diacrepancies  in  the  estimates  of  the  quantity  of  wa- 
ter* furnished  by  the  rivers  gauged,  the  discrepancies  in  the  estimates  of 
cost  were  quite  as  great.  Sir.  Bucklin's  estimate  for  a  canal  of  ordinary 
size,  was  $4,043,086  50;  Gen.  6ratiot^s,  whose  data  must  have  been]obtain- 
ed  about  the  same  time,  was  only  $4,299,439  81,  for  a  large  steamboat 
canal,  which  in  the  same  proportion,  would  probably  have  cost  ten  or 
twelve  millions,  or  even  more.  My  own  estimate  ($8,664,337.  51)  cor- 
responded with  neither  of  these,  and  it  is  by  no  means  strange  that  many 
good  men  should  doubt,  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  further  exami- 
nations should  not  be  made  before  the  work  had  so  far  progressed  that 
no  change  of  plan  could  be  made  to  any  advantage. 

The  foreg<Mng  facts,  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  will  show  9oma 
of  the  causes  which  have  product  a  difference  of  opinion  amongst  the 
friends  of  the  canal,  in  relation  to  the  true  plan  of  constructing  it,  and  the 
ultimate  cost  of  the  same. 

The  contest  in  the  winter  of  1836-7  closed  by  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  canal  commissioners  to  prosecute  the  work  upon  the  present 
plan,  but  requiring  them  to  procure  a  skilful  engineer  from  abroad  to  ex« 
amine  and  report  whether  a  ♦Supply  of  water  from  sources  within  the  le- 
gitimate authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  could  be  procured  without 
resorting  to  the  lake,  or,  in  other  words,  whether  a  shallow  cut^  or  high 
bvel  canal  could  bejsupplted  with  water,  and,  if  so,  whether  enough  could  be 
gained  to  make  it  for  the  interest  of  the  State  to  change  the  plan  which 
had  already  been  adopted  by  law,  after  a  considerable  portion  of  work 
had  been  placed  under  contract. 
'  Judge  Wright  was  the  eminent  engineer  whose  services  were  secured  by 
the  commissioners,  and  the  substance  of  his  report  upon  this  subject  is 
well  known  to  the  public.  From  tUe  time  his  report  was  published  until 
the  work  was  nearly  suspended  on  account  of  the  financial  embarrass- 
ments of  the  State,  little  was  said  about  a  change  of  plan.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  there  was  nearly  or  quite  canal  property  enough  to  complete  it 
upon  the  deep  cat  plan,  and  so  long  as  the  State  could  procure  money  to 
carry  on  the  work,  little  solicitude  was  felt  as  to  the  plan,  though  it  was 
still  believed  by  many  that  it  should  have  been  changed,  or  that  the  high 
level  should  have  been  adopted  at  the  outset. 

It  never  having  been  made  a  part  of  my  duty  to  investigate  this  sub- 
ject, I  hav^  hitherto  deemed  it  improper  to  alfilde  to  it  in  my  reports;  but 
at  this  important  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  canal,  when  the  work  is  nearly 
suspended,  the  State  credit  gone,  our  citizens  discouraged,  and  no  hopes 
entertained  of  brigher  prospects  until  the  completion  of  this  important 
improvement  is  rendered  certain,  I  shall  present  a  few  facts  and  conclu* 
sions  which,  I  believe,  may  be  of  some  public  utility,  and  which  certainly 
can  do  no  injury  to  the  best  interests  of  the  canal* 

The  length  of  the  canal  from  Chicago  river,  or  the  waters  of  Lake  Mich* 
igan,  to  Marseilles  i$  seventy-four  miles.  The  demand  for  water  upon 
this  line,  asBuming  the  usual  data,  (as  for  as  adapted  to  the  prcsentwork,) 
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SK^opted  by  experieitced  engiDeers  in  oljier  States,  and  obtained  bj  actual 

experiments  on  several  different  canals,  may  be  calculated  as  follows,  to-wit: 

I^'rom  Sec?.  No^  1  to  Sec.  64,  inclusive,  for  evapo- 
ration and  leakage  at  bck  gates,  there  being 
no  loss  by  filtration,  *  -  -  400  cubic  feet  per  min. 

From  Sec.  64  to  Marseilles,  ^  miles,  at  150  cu- 
bic feet  per  mile,       -  -  .  7,050      «        «  « 

l-tockage  water  for  locks  at  each  end  of  the  line, 

on  plan  of  the  high  level,        -  -  2*474      *<        '*  " 

Total  demand,  -  -  9,924      **        ^  •« 

It  has  been  proved,  by  repeated  satisfactory  experiments,  that  in  an  or- 
•dinary  soil,  ana  for  a  canal  of  forty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep,  an  ^.verage 
allowance  per  mile,  for  filtration  and  evaporation,  of  100  cubic  feet  per' 
minute,  is  suflicient.  The  allowance,  at  all  events,  has  been  considered 
sufficiently  accurate  to  form  the  basis  of  calculation  in  so  many  instan- 
ces, that  1  have  good  authority  for  adopting  it  in  this.  But  the  Illinois 
and  Michi^n  canal  is  sixty  feet  wide  at  surface  and  six  feet  deep,  and 
consequently  requires  a  larger  supply  of  water  than  a  canal  of  the  di- 
mensions above  named. 

liy  considering  the  width  at  surface,  ttie  pressure  of  the  water  upon 
the  banks  and  bottom,  whether  the  canal  be  formed  in  excavation  or  by 
artificial  embankments,  we  can  form  a  tolerably  correct  opinion  of  the 
necessary  quantity  of  water. 

Under  all  the  circumstances,  it  would  probably  be  fair  to  estimate  the 
average  demand  at  150  cubic  feet  per  minute  for  each  mile  of  canal, 
when  any  loss  hyfiltraJtion  has  been  estimated.  The  loss  by  filtration 
could  occur  only  fro^  Section  64,  Where  the  rock  cutting  becomes  less 
than  the  depth  of  \ifater,  to  Marseilles.  From  Marseilles  to  the  termina- 
tion, the  canaf  receives  an  ample  supply  from  Fox  river. 

I  have  calculated  no  loss  by  filtration  from  Chicago  river  to  section  64,, 
because  I  have  supposed  that  the  canal,  upon  the  high  level,  will  be  sunk 
450  low  that'the  surface  of  the  water,  in  all  cases,  will  be  below  the  na- 
tural surface  of  the  ground,  and  on  a  level,  for  most  of  the  distance,  as  low 
as  the  surface  ot  the  Des  Plaines  river.  The  soil  too,  and  the  rock 
through  which  the  excavations  are  made,  are  of  such  a  character  that  no 
danger  need  be  apbrehended  that  any  water  will  leak  out  or  be  absorbed 
on  this  portion '  of  the  work.  The  evaporation  is,  in  reality,  almost  too 
small  an  item  to  be  taken  into  the  account  at  all,  but  it  is  mentioned  be- 
cause it  is  usually  estimated  in  computing  the  demand  for  water  upon  ca-- 
nals. 

But  the  evaporation  upon  the  tvhole  of  our  canal,  calculating  the  length  at 
ninety-six  nlJles,  and  the  width  at  sixty  feet,  would  be  but  264  cubic  feet  per 
minute;  estimating  the  evaporation  during  a  season  of  navigation  of  240 
days  to  be  three  feet,  (which  is  about  the  average  annual  evaporation  in 
this  country)  or  if  would  be  less  than  three  cubic  feet  per  minute  per  mile. 

The  leakage  at  the  lock  gates  will  be  but  a  small  item,  if  the  work  be' 
properly  executed,  and  the  allowance  made  is  undoubtedly  sufficient. 

In  calculating  the  quantity  of  lockage  water  necessary,  I  have  estimated 
water  sufficient  to  fill  the  locks  (one  of  eight  and  one  of  ten  feet  lift,)  one 
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hundred  times  in  every  twenty-four  hours.  But  it  is  not  probable  that  this 
amount  of  water  will  be  necessary  for  the  passage  of  100  boats.  As  nearly 
an  equal  number  of  boats  must  pass  each  way  during  the  season  of  navi* 

Stion,  it  is  obvious  that  the  chances  are  nearly  equal  that  a  single  lock 
1  of  water  would  pass  one  boat  up  and  another  down.  Or  in  other 
words,  it  is  as  likely  that  two  boats  will  meet,  passing  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, as  that  one  will  closely  follow  another  going  in  the  same  direction. 
It  is,  therefore,  possible  that  the  quantity  of  water  estimated  for  100 
lockages  across  the  summit,  would  be  sufficient  to  pass  150  boats. 

The  only  sources  of  supply  which  have  been  taken  into  the  account  for 
this  portion  of  th^  canal,  are  the  Calumet^  the  Des  Plaines  and  the  Du 
Page  rivers,  an!  b^  Judge  Wright,  the  Fox  river  also.  It  is  true  that  in 
the  first  survey  which  I  have  alluded  to,  and  the  first  that  was  ever  made 
of  the  canal,  the  Aux  Sable  was  reported  to  discharge  60,000  cubit  feet  of 
water  per  hour;  but  as  it  was  afterwards  ascertained  that  this  stream,  in 
seasons  of  extreme  drought,  was  nearly  dried  up,  it  has  not  since  been 
considered  of  any  value  as  a  feeder. 

Previous  to  1836,  no  allusion  had  been  made,  in  any  of  the  canal  re- 
ports to  the  Fox  river,  as  a  source  of  supply  for  the  summit,  conse- 
quently the  Legislature  could  not  have  contemplated  this  source  when 
the  law  was  passed  authorizing  the  construction  of  the  canal  upon  the 
present  plan. 

The  minimum  discharges  of  the  other  streaiDs  mentioned  must  have 
been  taken  as  data,  (if  any  data  were  taken  as  the  basis  of  calculation,) 
for  estimating  the  supply  of  water.    The  result  will  be  seen  by  the  fol- 
lowing statement. 
Gauges  of  Calumet  river  by  U. 

8.  Engineers,  -  17,281  per  min.  by  Bucklin,  5.333  per  min» 

"    Des  Plaines    •*    Post  &  Paul,  1,950      "        do      1,000      •* 
««    Du  Page         "    U.  S.  Eng'rs.  1,665      «*        do      6,916      •* 

The  aggregate  minimum  discharge  of  the  three  rivers  would  then  bo 
shown  thus: 

Calumet  5,333  X ,  Des  Plaines  1,000  X ,  Du  Page  1,665  =->:  7,998  cubit 
feet  per  minute. 

This  quantity  of  water  was  to  supply  the  filtration  and  evaporation  of 
seventy-four  miles  of  canal,  the  necessary  lockage  water,  and  the  loss  at 
the  dams  and  upon  the  Calumet  feeder.  It  is,  therefore,  obvious  that  ther» 
would  have  been  barely  a  supply  for  a. canal  of  ordinary  dimensions,  ad- 
mitting that  the  water  could  be  introduced  (as  it  might  have  been)  at  the 
points  desired. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  Mr.  Bucklin's  measurement  of  the  Da 
Page  is  widely  different  from  the  others.  He  states  in  his  report,  that  his 
measurement  in  1830  was  ^^hasty  and  imperfecf  and  this  is  probably  the 
reason  that  the  quantity  of  water  estimated  is  so  large,  and  his  compari* 
son  of  the  Calumet  and  Du  Page  rivers  so  incorrect.  It  must  also  have 
been  above  its  lowclst  stage.  The  minimum  discharge  of  the  Calumet  is 
obviously  more  than  double  that  of  the  Du  Page,  though  the  fluctuations 
of  the  former  are  much  less  than  the  latter. 

Although  the  plan  of  the  summit  division  was  supposed  to  be  settled  by 
the  report  of  Judge  Wright,  yet  gauges  of  the  Calumet,  the  Des  Plaines, 
and  the  Da  Page  rivers,  have  frequently  been  made  since  then,  and  from 
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Chese  measurements,  and  several  years  observation,  I  am  satisfied  thnt  their 
minimum  discharge  can  now  be  determined  with  considerable  certainty. 

The  annual  report  of  the  board  for  1838,  page  ten,  gives  the  facts  in  re- 
lation  to  the  gauges  of  the  Calumet  and  Des  Haines  up  to  that  period. 
Tbe  minimum  discharge  of  the  Calumet  was  estimated  at  «*a  fraction  less 
than  7,000  cubit  feet  per  minute."  The  measurements  of  the  Des  Plaines* 
showed  a  less  quantity  of  water  than  in  1830. 

The  Du  Page  river  was  gauged  several  times  during  the  same  season, 
(which  was  a  very  dry  one,)  by  Mr.  Benjamin,  assistant  engineer,  and  the 
minimum  discharge  ascertained  to  be  2,300  cubit  feet  per  minute. 

The  drought  of  the  present  season,  however,  has  continued  longer,  and 
been  more  severe,  than  any  which  has  been  known  since  tbe  recollection 
of  the  oldest  inhabitants.  The  Calumet  was  gauged  on  the  17th  of  May. 
and  was  found  to  discharge  8,296  cubit  feet  per  minute,  and  again  on  the 
34th  of  September,  when  the  quantity  was  6,137  cubit  feet  per  minute, 
atid  still  again  on  the  17th  of  October,  when  the  discharge  was  reduced 
to  5,634  cubit  feet  per  minute. 

A  very  satisfactory  measurement  of  the  Du  Page  was  obtained  on  the 
21st  of  September,  and  the  discharge  of  water  was  then  found  to  be  2,928 
cubit  feet  per  minute. 

The  construction  of  the  perfectly  water  tight  dam  at  Juliet,  has  ena- 
Wed  us  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  the 
Des  Plaines.  This  river  has  been  nearly  dried  up;  the  measurement  on 
the  20th  of  September  showing  338  cubit  feet,  and  on  the  21st  of  tlie  same 
month,  373  cubit  feet  per  minute. 

The  quantity  of  water  in  all  these  streams  continued  to  diminish  till 
about  the  1st  of  November,  when  the  probable  quantities  would  have 
been  about  as  follows,  to  wit: 

In  the  Calumet  river,    -  .  .    6,300  cubic  feet  per  minute. 

^^      Des  Plaines,      ...      gQO      <«        ««  « 

«      DuPage,  .  .  .    1,800      **        w  44 

Total,  7,300 

The  necessary  quantity  of  water  to  supply  the  canal  from  Chicago  to 
Marseilles,  is  9,924  cubic  feet  per  minute.  This  would  show  a  deficien- 
cy of  2,624  cubic  feet  per  minnte,  admitting  that  all  the  water  could  be 
turned  into  the  canal.  There  will  be  some  loss  at  the  dam  at  the  Calu- 
met and  upon  three  or  four  miles  of  the  feeder,  and  also  at  the  Du  Piige 
dam.  It  would,  however,  be  safe  to  calculate  that  there  could  be  intro- 
duced  into  the  canal  from  these  rivers  the/oUowing  quantities,  to- wit: 
From  Ae  Calumet  river,        .  .        4,500  cubic  feet  per  minute, 

^*         Des  Plaines,  -  .  300        44        u        ^ 

**  DuPage,  .  .        1,600        4«        u        44 

Total  supply,  6,300        «*        <«        «< 

*^      demand,  9,924        a        n        u 

**     deficiency,         3,624        ««        44        u 
There  would  not,  it  is  true,  bo  so  large  a  deficiency  except  in  cxtraor- 
diaarily  dry  seMona,  and  in  most  seasons  probably  none  at  alL    But  then 
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it  would)  by  no  means,  be  tirise  or  prudefit  to  adopt  a  plan  for  a  canal  of 
this  importance  that  would  not  secure  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circutn* 
stances,  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  navigation.  i 

Is  it  possible  then  to  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the  canal 
without  drawing  it  directly  from  Lake  Michigan?  If  this  can  be  done, 
can  any  saving  in  expense  be  effected  by  it? 

The  complete  prostration  of  the  credit  of  the  State,  and  the  almost 
entire  suspension  of  operations  upon  the  canal,  are  sufficient  reasons  why 
the  friends  of  the  work,  and  the  citizens  of  the  State  generally,  should 
have  possession  of  facts  which  will  enable  them  to  answer  these  questions. 

Without  intending  to  recommend  any  particular  plan,  I  shall  as  briefly 
as  possible  state  such  facts  as  1  believe  will  be  desired* 

Being  satisfied,  from  observation,  thatthe  waters  of  the  Kankakee  river 
could  be  introduced  into  the  canal  at  a  moderate  expense,  an  experi* 
mental  level  was  run  from  the  canal  up  the  said  river,  to  ascertain  what 
the  length  of  the  feeder  would  be,  and  what  obstacles  w^d  be  encoun- 
tered in  the  construction.  This  hasty  examination  proved  the  project  of 
easier  execution  than  I  had  anticipated.  It  was  ascertained  that  the  whole 
length  of  the  feeder,  taking  it  out  at  a  favorable  point,  followiug  the  line 
best  adapted  to  its  construction,  and  terminating  it  just  below  lock  No. 
6,  at  the  Du  Page  river,  would  not  probably  exceed  seven  miles.  An  ex- 
cellent site  for  a  dam  could  be  obtained  at  any  desired  point  upon  the 
Kankakee  river,  and  the  feeder  would  cross  the  Des  Plaines  river  at  a  fa- 
vorable point,  and  where  there  is  a  superior  stone  quarry. 

It  is,  however,  believed  that  in  order  to  make  the  feeder  of  the  greatest 
possible  utility  it  should  be  taken  out  at  or  near  WUmington,  and  con- 
structed  upon  a  level  high  enough  to  supply  the  canal  from  lock  No.  6, 
back  to  Juliet;  leaving  but  a  small  portion  of  the  canal  above  this  poiat| 
where  any. filtration  is  estimated  to  b3  supplied  from  other  sources.  This 
would  make  the  feeder  ten  or  ten  and  a  half  miles  long.  It  should  be  made 
not  less  than  forty  feet  wide,  and  four  feet  deep,  navigable  of  course,  with  a 
guard  lock  at  the  head  of  it;  for  there  would  doubtless  be  a  very  consid- 
erable amount  of  business  in  lumber,  produce,  &c.  pass  through  this  feeder 
to  the  main  line. 

The  quantity  of  water  in  the  Kankakee  is  sufficient,  at  all  times,  to 
supply  three  times  the  amount  which  would  be  required.  No  injury 
would,  therefore,  be  sustained  by  loss  of  water  power  on  the  river,  and  a 
very  extensive  power  would  be  created  by  the  construction  of  the  feeder. 
It  would  also  be  received  into  the  canal  on  canal  lands  at  the  Du  Page 
river,  where  a  considerable  town  will  unquestionably  be  built  up. 

By  this  arrangement,  about  forty-one  miles  of  the' canal  would  be  sup- 
plied  with  water  from  the  Kankakee  rivw,  or  according  to'  the  demand 
before  stated,  (150  cubic  feet  per  mile,  per  minute;)  0,150  cubic  feet 
per  minute.  From  this  deduct  the  deficiency  before  given,  (3,624  cubic 
feet,)  and  it  leaves  a  surplus  of  2,526  cubic  feet  per  minute. 

An  examination  was  also  made  with  a  view  to  bringing  in  a  feeder 
from  the  Du  Page,  upon  the  summit  level  above  Lockport,  and  it  was 
found  practicable  at  a  very  moderate  expense.  It  would  be  taken  oat  a 
short  uistanqe  above  Plainfield,  and  received  into  the  vaubI  obout  four 
miles  above  Lockport    It  can  be  introduced  upon  tiM'tmed.  le^l,  by 
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constructing  a  low  aqueduct  across  the  Des  Plaines  river,  or  if  the  canal 
be  finished  upon  the  present  plan  above  that  jpoint,  by  building  a  low  dam 
across  the  river,  and  turning  the  waters  of  the  Du  Page,  together  with 
those  of  the  Des  Plaines,  into  the  canal  from  the  pool  of  the  dam. 

iTbis  feeder,  which  would  be  but  seven  miles  in  length,  has  been  esti- 
mated forty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep,  and  consequently  coMld  be 
navigated  without  difBculty,  if  desirable;  the  declivity  beiag  but  two 
inches  per  mile. 

The  estimate  of  the  Calumet  feeder  is  made  from  the  data  obtained  in 
the  survey  of  1837,  for  the  Calumet  latteral,  or  "Illinois  and  Indiana" 
canal.  The  size  is  the  same  as  that  estimated  Cot  the  said  canal,  ^nd  for 
ttie  other  feeders  mentioned. 

The  importance  of  this  work,  aside  from  its  value  as  a  feeder,  has 
been  considered  in  my  former  reports,  and  the  opinions  then  expressed 
have  been  more  fully  confirmed  by  further  observation. 

If  my  estimate  of  the  demand  and  supply  of  water  be  correct,  there 
is  enough  to  supply  the  canal,  upon  a  raiseu  level,  for  a  heavy  business, 
but  not  enough  to  supply  the  demand  estimated  by  Judge  Wright.  It 
will  also  be  seen  that  the  most  important  source,  from  which  I  have  esti- 
mated a  supply  of  water,  (the  Calumet  river,)  was  decided  by  him  not  to 
be  "within  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois,"  and  it  was, 
therefore,  not  embraced  in  bis  estimates. 

Without  disputing  the  correctness  of  the  Judge's  opinion,  I  cannot  for 
a  moment  believe  that  the  State  of  Indiana  would  desire  to  appropriate 
the  waters  of  this  stream,  if  by  so  doing  it  would  deprive  us  of  a  supply 
of  water  for  navigation;  because  a  connection  with  the  Illinois  and  Mich- 
igan canal,  through  this  channel,  and  the  successful  operation  of  the  same, 
would  obviously  be  greatly  to  her  interest.  In  the  construction  of  the 
Michigan  and  Erie  canal,  by  Indiana,  these  waters  will  certainly  not  be 
necessary,  because  the  supply  requisite  for  that  canal  north  of  the  sum- 
mit, between  the  Calumet  and  Kankakee  rivers,  may,  and  undoubtedly 
will  be  brought  from  the  St.  Joseph's  or  Kankakee  river.  An  arrange- 
ment might  probably  even  be  made  to  secure  an  additional  supply  of 
of  water  through  that  canal  if  it  were  required.  At  all  events  there 
would  not  probably  beany  difficulty  in  getting  a  quit  claim  title  from 
Indiana,  to  the  waters  of  the  Calumet.  She  is  a  good  neighbor,  and  will 
co-operate  with  us  in  the  kindest  spirit,  particularly  when  it  is  for  her 
interest  to  do  so. 

Judge  Wright  estimated  the  passage  of  a  boat  once  in  five  minutes 
or  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  he  says  that 
our  locks  **will  carry  a  boat  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons."  Consequent- 
ly with  this  number  of  lockages,  forty-three  thousand  two  hundred  tons 
of  frieght  could  pass  in  twenty-four  hours.  But  as  the  boats  would  not 
generally  carry  more  than  eighty  or  one  hundred  tons,  and  the  season  of 
navigation  would  some  times  be  less  than  two  hundred  and  twenty  days, 
we  wili  reduce  this  amount  one  half^  and  we  shall  then  have  an  aggregate 
*annual  tonnage  offour  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty- two  tons  trans- 
ported upon  the  canal. 

The  average  annual  tonnage  of  the  property  transported  upon  all  the 
"New  York  canals,  both  ascending  and  descending,  ui  the  three  years 
18S7-8-9,  was  1,313,340  tons. . 
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The  demand  for  lockage  water  which  I  have  estimated,  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  pass  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  boats  in  twenty-four  hours,  ad- 
mitting that  but  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  meet,  so  as  to  require 
but  one  lock  full  of  water  for  the  passage  of  two  boats;  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  boats,  with  eighty  tons  each*  will  make  ten  thousand  tons 
per  day,  or  in  a  season  of  navigation  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  days, 
two  million  two  hundred  thousand  tons.  Four-fifths  of  the  tonnage,  pro- 
bably, will  pay  tolls  on  the  entire  leneth  of  the  canal,  or  one  hundred 
miles,  and  the  remainder,  an  average  of  one  half  the  length,  or  fiffyimiles* 
Calculating  the  average  tolls  at  one  and  a  quarter  cent  per  ton,  per  mile^ 
(which  ior  this  canal  would  be  a  low  rate  of  tolls)  and  the  amount  would 
be  82,475,000. 

The  short  length  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  connecting  as  it 
does  such  an  immense  extent  of  natural  navigation,  the  great  expense  of 
the  work,  its  large  capacity,  and  the  consequent  cheapness  of  transporta- 
tion (exclusive  of  tolls)  will,  of  course,  cause  a  much  higher  rate  of  tolls 
to  be  charged  upon  it  than  is  collected  upon  the  small,  and  comparatively 
cheap  canals  of  New  York*  From  the  above  amount  of  tonnage  it  would 
certainly  be  safe  to  calculate  upon  a  nett  revenue  of  at  least  $2,000,000 
per  annum. 

A  much  greater  capacity  for  transportation  could,  however,  be  given  to 
a  high  level  canal  if  it  were  required. 

1st.  By  dividing  the  lifts  of  the  locks  at  each  end  of  the  summit  level, 
io  as  to  make  four  instead  of  two  locks,  double  the  number  of  boats  could 
be  passed,  with  the  same  quantity  of  water  which  I  have  calculated. 

2d.  An  artificial  reservoir,  covering  about  4,000  acres  of  land,  which  is 
now  of  little  value,  being  mostly  mai-sh,  could  be  constructed  at  an  ex- 
pense, probably,  not  exceeding  $150,000,  which  would  furnbh  from  3,000 
to  4,000  cubit  feet  of  water  per  minute  during  the  season  of  navigatiou. 
The  site  for  this  reservoir  is  in  the  valley  of  the  Des  Plaines,  and  the  Mud 
lake  swamp;  and  one  bank  of  it  would  be  formed  by  the  earth  excavated 
from  the  canal,  along  which  it  would  extend  from  section  10  or  11  to  sec- 
tion 31  or  32,  a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles. 

In  another  part  of  my  report  the  expense  of  completing  the  canal  upon 
the  present  plan,  and  under  existing  contracts,  has  been  given;  but  to 
make  a  fair  comparison  of  the  cost  of  the  two  plans,  I  shall  assume  the 
ground  that  the  State  will  first  secure  the  right  to  the  work  upon  the  sum- 
mit division,  by  a  compromise  with  the  contractors,  before  operations  are 
'again  commenced  upon  either  plan.  As  the  sum  necessary  to  annul  these 
contracts  and  pay  up  the  liabilities  to  these  contractors,  will  not  effect  the 
comparison,  I  shall  set  it  down  at  $230,000. 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  present  or  deep  cut  plan,  will 
then  be  as  follows,  to  wit: 

To  compromise  and  settle  with  contractors  on  sum.  div.        $230,000  00 
The  cost  of  completing  summit  div.  at  present  values,  1,653,907  90 

4<      <4    a        4<     middle  and  western  div.  at  cont.  prices,      678,092  80 

u     u    a        superintendence  and  contingencies,  140,000  00 

Total  cost  of  canal  upon  present  plan,    ...    $2,702^000  76 
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The  cofit  of  completmg  the  canal  upon  aletel  eight  feet  (at  the  lake)  above 
^e  present,  and  bringing  in  feeders  from  the  Calumet,  Du  Page  and  Kao- 
liakee  rivers;  the  plan  to  be  changed  onlj  upon  the  sununit  division:  an 
estimate  upon  three  different  plans  for  a  high  level,  or  shallow  cut  canal, 
will  be  civen. 

Plan  No.  X. — To  complete  the  canal  upon  the  present  plan,  except  that 
part  of  the  summit  division,  froip  section-  ,No.  1  to  section  No.  68,  inclu- 
«ive9  the  length,  of  the  raised  level  being  26.43  miles. 
To  compromise  and  settle  vfiih  contractors  on  summit 

division,        -  -  -  -  -  -        $230,000  00 

Cost  of  oonstructiuff  the  canal  from  Chicago  to  section 

64,  at  present  vsJues,  -  -  -  -  420,598  10 

Cost  of  bala^e  of  summit  division,      •  -;    '        -  38,854  38 

«(      "<    middle  and  western  divisions  at  contracts, 

prices,  -  -  -  ....  6#'8,002  80 

.^     superintendence  and  contingencies,         •  -  85,000  00 


Total,       . 
Cost  of  Calumet  feeder  $150,000 
u      *«    DuPage    do        60,000 
y^     ^    Kankakee  do      115,000 


Total  cost  of  plan  No.  1,  •  -  • 

Plan  No.  3. — To  complete  the  canal  upon*  the  present 

fiart  of  the  summit  div'tsion  from  sectionf  No.  1  to  section 
eogth  of  the  raised  level  being  21.16  miles* 
T^  compromise  and  settle  with  contractorj, 
C!ost  of  constructing  canal  from  Chicago  to  section 

50  at  present  values,  -  -  • 

Cost  of  balance  of  summit  divlsibn  at  present  values, 
**     f^    middlo  and  western  division,    do        do       *   ' 
-     "    superintendence  and  contingencies, 

'     Tot^l,      -  -  -  .  '. 

Cost  of  Calumet  feeder  $150,000 
"  "  DuP^e  do  40,000 
«     •*    Kankakee  do       115,000 


$1,452,536  28 


325^000  00 

$1,T77^5:?6  28 

plan,  except  that 
49,  inclusive,  the 

$330,000  90 

365,309  30 

209,725  86 

678,092  80 

83,090  00 

$1,568,187  96 


-  -  305,000  00 

Total  cost  of  plan  No.  2,  -  -  -      $i.8T3.|s7  96 

Plan  No.  3. — To  complete  the  cinal  as  in  plan  H(k  ^  ibu^io  c^^tiuue 
Ibe  excavation  upon  the  ralised  level,  fiiU  width,  as  it  has  beqn  com- 
^mettced  apovt  the  presoat  plan,  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  canal  upon  the 
ygh  level.  This  would  make  the  high  level  caaal  from  thirty-two  to 
f<»rtj'feet  extra  width.  Upon  the  roak  sections  (from  tarty tfive  down)  tlie 
width  has  been  oaloaiated  full  io  all  the  plans. 

T»  compromise  apd  settle  with  contractors^      -        .   n        $23O,0OQ  00 
Cost  of  constructing  the  oaiial  fvom  Chicago  to  sectioa 

f)0  »t  present  valued  •  •  -    .       .-       ,.  484,337  37 

Cost  of  balance  of  summit  division  at  present  values,    •  209,725  86 
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Cost  of  middle  and  western  diTisionjs  at  coDtract  pric^ss,  f  078,0^  80 
H     ft(    superint(;ndeDCC  and  coatlngencies,     -  -  65.000  00 

$1,687456  03 
Ccst  of  feeders,  same  as  in  plan  No*  2,  -  -  3U5,00O  00 

Total  cost  of  plan  No.  3,        -  -  -  -      $l.fl92.l56  03 

The  first  plan  for  the  raised  level,  it  will  be  seen,  is  less  expensive  than 
either  of  the  others,  and  has  the  advantage  of  receiving  the  Du  Page,  as 
well  as  the  Calumet  feeder  into  it.  Upon  this  plan,  however,  there  would 
,be  a  small  addition  to  the  demand  ioT  water  estimated,  bccanfte  oti  most 
of  tlie  sections  below  No.  50  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  cahal  would 
be  slightly  raised  above  the  natural  surface  of  the  rock.  But  when  this 
is  the  case,  and  in  fact  for  the  whole  distance  from  section  No.  51  to  sec- 
tion No.  63,  inclusive,  the  estimated  cost  includes  the  expense  of  removing 
the  earth  to  the  rock,  building  drjr wails,  and  making  a  puddled  bank  of 
eight  feet  in  width,  of  good  water  tight  materials.  Still,  it  is  probable 
that  with  cfvery  prccautiofi  there  would  be  a  small  amount!  of  filtration, 
wliich  would  certainly  be  one  objection  to  the  plan.  Atiother  objection  U, 
that  the  wails,  puddled  banks,  &c.  would  not  only  be  unnecessary  work, 
but  v\ould  involve  a  considerable  additional  expense  in  the  removal^ should 
tlie  change  of  plan  be  but  temporary,  and  the  present,  or  deep  cut  plan, 
ultinjately  tariiedout. 

The  c<ist  of  introducing  the  Du  Page  feeder  upon  the  high  level,  as  in 
this  plan,  will  also  be  some ^20,000  greater  than  in  plan  No.  2. 

Plan  No.  2  has  the  recommendation  of  requiring  a  less  quantity  of  wa- 
iter than  the  first  plan,  and  but  a  small  amount  of  work  which  would  not 
be  neci'SSdry  upon  tbe  present  plan.  It  aUo  renders  available  upon  the 
^presont<pl|in  a  much  larger  amount  of  the  work  already  done.     On  tbia 

£lan«  all  the  rock  sections  except  tivc  (Nos.  45y  46,  47,  48,  and  49)  would 
B  completed  according  ;to  the  present  design,  m^iking  an  aggrejgate  of 

'nearly  eight  and  half  miles,  and  leaving  a  miction  less  than  twenty-one 
and  one  fourth  Utiles  of  the  summit  division  upon  the  raised  level.     There 

.could  be  no-filii-ation,  as  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  c?inal  would  gen- 
erally be  considerably  below  the  surface  of  thc' earth,  which  is  mostly  a 
compact,  wet  clay.     If  the  canal  should  be  constructed  upon  plan  No.  2, 

itbq  Du  i^e  feeder  would  be  brought  into  th^  present  level,  and  the  sum* 
mit  would  be  supplied  by  the  Calumet  and  Des  rlaines  rivers  only.  It  has 
be^n^  before  observed,  that  the  Des  Plaincs  wouldafibrd  but  a  small  sup- 
ply in  such  a  season  as  this,  but  it  can  be  introduced  at  tf  trifling  cost,  and 
ahouM  he  used  bs  a  ibed^r. 

'  Plan  No.  3  is  the  same  in  all  respects  as  No.  3,  except  in  the  quantity 
of  excavation  upon  thesectionsof  eaHh  worki .  The  excavation  upeAthe 
raised  level  is  contiliued,'the  same  width  that  it  has  alroady  been  cotfi- 
mcnced,  to  the  necessary  depth.  This  would  make  the  canal  extra  widih. 
On  section  No.  1,  it  would  be  ninety*two  feet  wide  at  surface,  and  in- 
crease \t\  width  according  to  the  declivity  giv«n  in  the  present  plan,  wbfth 
was  one-tenth  of  af<k)tpe^  mile.  The  raised  le?el  having  nodecltvity, 
and  commencing  eight  feet  above,  at  section  No.  1,  would  at  ten  miles  m 
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nine  feot^and  at  twenty  miles,  ten'feel  above.  The  sloped  being  two  to 
one,  every , foot  in  the  difference  of  level|  makes  four  feet  difference  in  the 
width. 

Upon  plans  No.  1  and  3^  the  width  was  contracted,  and  calculated  the 
same  at  bottom  as  in  the  present  plan,  and  with  the  same  slopes.  The 
depth  of  water  will  no  where  be  less  than  six  feet  in  either  of  the  three 
plans,  ^ 

In  comparing  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  plans,  (the 
deep  cut  and  high  level,  or  shallow  cut)  I  shall  endeavor  to  conhn^  myself 
strictlv  to  facts,  and  to  conclusions  which  must  inevitably  be  drawn  from 
them  by  an  unprejudiced  mind.  The  comparative  estimates  have  been 
made  with  all  the  accuracy  practicable  with  the  data  in  my  possession; 
but  the  notes  for  the  Du  Page  and  Kankakee  feeders  were  not  taken  with 
a  view  to  a  close  estimate  of  cost,  and  the  result  in  the  actual  construc- 
tion, particularly  of  the  Kankakee  feeder,  may  differ  somewhat  from  the 
estimate,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  cost  will  be  as  like^  to  fall  short  of, 
as  to  exceed  it.      . 

In  re-estin)atins  the  cost  of  the  canal  upon  the  present  plan,  I  have  ad- 
ded nothing  for  the  quick-san^  upon  sections  No*  3  and  4,  mentioned  in 
a  former  report,  except  in  the  item  of  contingencies.  Quicksand  may 
alio  be  met  with  on  some  of  the  sections  in  the  valley  of  the  Des  Plaines, 
bat  no  very  serious  difficulty  is  apprehended  on  that  account.  Yet  ob- 
stacles of  this  kind  are  certainly  more  likeiv  to  be  encountered  in  the  deep 
than  the  shallow  cut  A  greater  length  of  time  must  also  be  occupied  in 
constructing  the  canal  upon  the  deep  cut  plan.  The  item  of  superinten* 
dence  and  contingencies  has,  therefore,  been  estimated  something  higher, 
though  the  cost  of  superintendence  alone,  on  the  high  level,  would  be  the 
greatest  by  some  five  or  six  thousand  dollars*. 

Were  the  deep  cut  plan  to  be  carried  opt,  at  an  average  stage  of  Lake 
Michigan  there  would  be  an  abundant  supply  of  water  drawn  from  the 
lake,  not  only  for  navigation,  but  for  water  power.  There  would  be  no 
locks  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  boats  or  lake  vessels  of  good  size  between 
Chicago  and  Lockport  The  water  power  at  Lockporc  and  Juliet  would 
be  greater  and  more  permaaent,  (at  the  usual  stage  of  the  lake)  than  it 
would  be  upon  the  shallow  cut  plan.  The  navigation  of  the  canal  would 
not  be  liable  to  interruption  from  breaches  in  dams  or  embankments,  and 
the  plan  is  much  more  majgnificent.    Besides,  if  the  waters  of  l^ke  M ichi- 

San  do  not  ^et  through  this  channel  to  the  Mississippi,  there  is  no  other 
trough  which  they  can  be  conducted,  and  a  ereat  deal  will  have  been 
said  for  nothing  about  mingling  the  waters  of  the  lakes  witn  those  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico* 

On  the  reverse  of  this  picture,  is  the  difference  in  cost;  the  lake  fal- 
ling so  as  to  give  but  five  and  a  half  feet  water  in  the  canal,  when  it  is 
calm,  and  after  a  strong  south  wind  has  prevailed  a  day  or  two,  probably 
not  more  than  four  foet;  continued  washing  in  from  the  slopes  of  the  banks, 
which  sometimes  slide  so  as  to  form  considerable  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation; the  certainty  of  some  quicksand,  and  the  possibility  of  consid- 
erable trouble  and  expense  upon  this  account;  the  greater  expense  of 
annual  repairs  in  cons^uencei  of  the  washing  of  the  banks,  and  the  slides; 


tRe  greater  length  of  time  required  to  finish  the  work  5  the  gp*eat  eleva- 
tion of  the  tow-path  above  the  canal,  and  consequent  increased  expense 
of  trfiction. 

The  advantages  of  the  shallow  cut  plan  are  briefly  these:  the  cost¥rill 
be  much  less  than  the  deep  cut;  the  annual  repairs,  indudidg  feeders,  will 
be  less;  a  shcfrtef  time  will  be  required  to  construct  it;  the  cost  can 
be  calculated  upon  with  more  certainty;  the  water  power  will  be  more 
diffused,  and  in  the  aggregate  not  diminished;  about  forty  nriles  of  nav- 
igation will  be  obtained  by  the  construction  of  the  Calumet  and  Kanka* 
kee  feeders,  including  the  pools  of  the  feeder  dams,  a  tow  path  being  in- 
cluded in  the  estimate,  from  the  dam  across  the  Calumet  to  the  State 
line;  and  last,  but  not  least,  because  the  necessary  depth  of  water  can  be 
more  certainly  secured. 

The  disadvantages  of  the  plan  are,  that  it  requires  a  change  of  policy, 
and  changes  of  this  kind  should  not  be  made,  tmless  essential  advantages 
can  be  ptiined  by  them.  The  supply  of  water  depends  upon  the  perma- 
nency of  the  feeder  dams,  and  the  water  supplied  is  not  so  pure  as  that  of 
the  lake,  nor  the  source  from  which  it  is  drawn  so  exhaustless.  It  will 
present  the  obstruction  of  locks  between  Chicago  and  Lockport,  and 
these  locks  are  estimated  of  no  larger  dimensions  than  those  below  Lock- 
port.  The  grandeur  or  magnificence  of  the  plan  will  be  much  diminished 
in  the  estimation  of  many.  Additional  lock-tenders  will  be  required.  If 
the  DuPage  feeder  be  constructed,  (it  is  not  shown,  by  t^c  calculation  to 
be  absolutely  necessary,)  there  will  be  just  claim  for  damages  against  the 
State  for  the  destruction  of  water  power  at  several  points  oh  said  river, 
but  principally  at  Plainfield*  '  It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  the  amount 
of  damages  would  be  great.  ' 

I  have  thus  briefly  glanced  at  some;  and  I  believe  the  principal  advan* 
tages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  plans.  It  may  n6t  be  improper  to 
remark  here,  that  should  a  change  be  made  notv,  and  it  should  be  found, 
after  a  few  years  experience,  that  the  deep  cut  would  be  preferable,  and 
the  necessary  funds  could  then  be  obtained  to  carry  out  the  plan,  there 
would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  executing  it  without  interfering  with  nari- 
gation.  The  work  could  be  done  in  the  winter,  when  navigation  was 
suspended,  and  toeed  not  be  made  to  cost  more  than  the  present  estimates. 
The  interest  upon  the  difference  of  cost  for  a  single  year,  would  be  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  work  thrown  away  by  changing  back  to  the 
present  plan;  for  I  deem  the  feeders  worth  more  than  the  cost  of  construe*' 
tion,  aside  frooi  their  value  for  furnishing  water  for  the  navigation  of  the 
main  line.  ,  ^ 

Another  important  object  may  be  attained  by  a  temporary  change. 
It  is  now  certain,  that  it  would  ultimately  be  for  the  interest  of  the  State 
to  wall  up  the  deep  earth  cutting  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the 
washing  in  and  sliding  of  the  banks.  This  improvement  is  certainly  not' 
indispensable,  but  would  save  a  large  sum  annually  in  the  co;^  of  repnh^. 
With  the  shallow  cut  canal,  the  stone  could  all  be  transported  to  the  place 
required  at  a  comparatively  trifling  expense.  The  excavation  could  then 
be  made,,  and  the  walls  built  at  the  same  time,  thus  saving  muth  work 
which  would  be  necessary  to  form  the  canal  in  the  first  place  f^ith  the  or- 
dinary slopes,  and  then  cut  out  the  toe  of  the  banks  to  make  room  for  the 
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walls.  •  Another  important  consideration  is,  that  the  lowest  stage  of  Lake 
Michigan  has  not  jet  been  determined.  The  present  stage  would  give 
about  four  Feet  less  water  in  the  canal  than  there  would  have  been  in 
1837-8.  The  water  is  now  considerably  lower  than  it  was  in  1836, 
which,  from  the  best  information  wq  could  obtaiui  was  then  extremely 
low.  It  mav  not  even  yet  be  at  the  lowest,  and  would^  not  now  give  as 
great  a  depth  of  water  on  the  summit  division  as  there  will  be  upon  all 
the  other  levels  of  the  canal. 

To  secure  the  Requisite  depth  upon  this  division  at  all  times  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  excavate  deeper  than  the  present  level*  By  de- 
pressing this  level  at  Chicago  river,  so  as  to  make  it  the  same  as  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  earth  work,  thus  taking  awav  the  declivity  which  has 
been  given,  (about  two  feet)  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  could  probably  be 
secured.  But  as  this  is  a  very  important  question,  a  few  years  further 
observation  of  the  fluctuation  of  the  lake  would  settle  it  much  more  sat- 
isfactorily. Besides,  it  is  by  no  means  ifjprobable  that  the  time  may 
arrive  when  a  canal  of  even  much  larger  capacity  than  the  one  now  be- 
ing constructed,  may  be  required*  It  has  always  been  deemed  a  matter 
of  vast  importance  that  this  canal  should  be  so  constructed  that  the 
steamboats  of  the  rivers,  could  meet  those  of  the  lakes;  that  the  whole 
chain  of  steam  navigation,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Gulf  of  St 
Lawrence,  should  be  connected  and  perfect,  so  that  only  one  tranship- 
ment should  be  necessary  between  the  river  and  lake  craft. 

In  constructing  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  of  the  dimensions  now 
adopted,  reference  has  generally  been  had  to  a  future  enlargement 
Through  all  the  towns  and  proposed  town  sites,  as  Lockport,  Juliet,  Du 
Page,  Ottawa,  &c.,  the  canal  is  nearly  double,  and  in  some  instances  more 
than  double,  the  ordinary  width.  In  the  deep  cutting,  the  spoil  banks 
were  removed  a  sufl[icient  distance  to  leave  room  for  the  widening  of  the 
canal,  and  in  few  instances,  if  any,  would  there  be  any  additional  dama- 
ges to  be  paid  for  property* 

However  remote  the  period  may  be  when  an  enlargement  of  this  work 
will  take  place,  it  is  certainly  the  part  of  wisdom  to  provide  for  it  now. 
That  it  will  be  enlarged,  sooner  or  later,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  also 
that  the  Illinois  river  will  be  so  improved  (an  indispensable  improvement) 
as  to  meet  the  enlarged  capacity  of  the  canaL 

Disheartened  as  our  citizens  now  are,  and  prostrate  as  the  credit  of  the 
State  at  this  time  is,  my  views  upon  this  subject  may  be  considered  the 
wild  speculations  of  an  enthusiast.  But  such  are  the  natural  resources  of 
the  country,  that  with  prudent  legislation  on  the  part  of  our  legislators, 
and  industry  and  frugality  on  the  part  of  our  citizens,  this  state  of  things 
cannot  long  continue.  This  great  national  thoroughfare  once  completed, 
and  new  life  will  be  given  to  the  whole  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
State  secured  for  all  time  to  come. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WILUAM  GOODING,  Chief  Engineer. 

Canal  Office,  Lockport,  Dec  1, 1842. 
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RESIDENT  ENGINEER'S  REPORT. 


TaWiiiLiAH  600DING9  Esq., 

Ckief  Engineer  of  the  Blineis  mid  Michigan  Canal. 
•   Dear  Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  duties  assigned  me,  I  beg  leave  to  sub^ 
mit  the  folfo  wing  brief 

REPORT. 

tor  the  purpose  of  iaciUtating  comparisons  with  my  last  report,  T 
shall  observe  the  same  geueral  and  sub-divisions. 

First — Summit  Division. 

■  Thb  general  character  of  the  work  upon  the  several  sub-divisiqns  of 
tiiis  part  of  the  line  has  been  clearly  described  10  mj  former  reports;  and 
a«  no  AQW  ioatures  have  been  presented  during  the  operations  of  the'two 
past  y^ars^  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  upon  this  subject  The 
amount  of  work  ealimated  on  this  division  since  my  last  report,  is 
$334,051  95;  which  isoiearly  ^equal  to  one  half  of  the  amount  performed 
upon  the  entire  line.  •  Of  this  amount,  nearly  one  halt,  or  $160,544  38 
was  estimated  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1841,  when  it  was  oonfi- 
jkntiy  e%pt(it&l  by  all,  Ihat  the  Legislature  then  in  session^  would  not 
fa^i  to  pass  efiicient  laws  for  carrying  on  the  canaU  The  loss  sustained 
bjr  the  oeetractors  from  a  suspension  of  the  work,  was  most  seriously  felt 
by  those  upon  this  division  in  consequence .  of  their  expenrive  OM^nt^of 
tools  and  machinenr.  Hence,  the  reason  that  many  of  them  cbnlinued 
their  work,  loii^  after  it  was  known  that  no  provisMfti  for  payment  had 
been  thade  by  the  Legislature,  and  their  better  judgments  stood  convinced 
ihat  they  had  nothing  more  to  expect  from  the  State.  Yet  they  clong  to 
ah  ifl-defiried  hope,  thftt  perchance  something  favorable  might  occur-r-^ 
that  possibly  the  new  board, of  commissioners  might  desire  some  plan  of 
relief,  which  shbuld  save  them  from  the  threatened  ruin.  In  this,' how* 
^'ver»  they  were  soon  undeceive  J,  and  their  hopes  of  aid  from  this  souhce 
Scattered  to  the  winds. 

'^'flJlQT  resorting  to  various  expedients,  which  only  afforded  a  temporary 
relief  jatt  the  expense  of  a  much  greater  sacrifice,  Aev  were  at  length 
cpoipoljl^di  tty.dire  necessity  ta .suspend  opefations.  ifha  , work, on  lihis 
divjiion  ht^  b^a  entirely  suspended  since  June  Utst 
i  J^  revising  the  estimates  for  this  report,  J  have  complied  with  your  ia- 
iitf;ctiot>s4n .  regard  to  reducing  tSe  estimates  upon,  the  wc^k, not  under 
o»ntrQct.'.j.  ;■   ■;  .        V        - 

—The. original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  improving  the  Chicago  river  has 
^qi  t^aen  obaoffcd  in  this  report,  in  conseque^iceof  <be  dat^  upon  which  it 
was^made  up,  being  rather  indefinite. 

titeBHtikginte  fbr  improving  Ohicagd  river  is,  *-  #16^^14  14 

-  Of  AvWchther^'hasrteendonef      '.      i-   j  .  3^15  75^ 

'  ,■    •'  I  .ii  II  III f 

'^*Refttaihihgt^betlone,  .  -  •       .  $13,898  39 
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In  the  report  of  1S40,  an  item  of  $43,500  was  included  in  the  estiniatei 
for  constructing^  basin .^t  the  forbs.of  Chicago  river.  Thi9  work,  al- 
though a  part  of  the'  general  plan^  is  not  considered  indispensable  to  the 
immediate  use  of  the  canal,  and  is,  therefore,  (with  other  items  of  a  similar 
character)  omitted  in  this  report,  with  a  view  to  redooe  the  esthnates  in 
the  aggrbgate  to,  the  lowest  probable  amount  for  which  the  t^anal  can  be 
brought  into  uset 

The  estimates  of  that  part  of  the  line,  embracing  sections  one  to  forty- 
one  inclusive,  are  made  upon  the  same  data  as  in  my  last  report,  except 
sections  Wo.  1, 18,  19,  20,  23,  24,  2?,  28,  80,  31,  32,  34,  and  41;  which 
arc  considered  not,  under  contract.  Upon  these  sections,  the  estimates 
have  been  reduced  from  the  estimates  made  in  1840,  in  consequence  of  the 
very  important  reduction  which  has  taken  plzice  within  the  time  in  the 
Talue  of  labor  and  supplies. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  sections  enumerated,  was 

•     reported  in  1840,  to  be    -  -  -  -  $573,916  76 

The  present  estimate  is       •  .  .  -  402,477  53 

Amount  of  reduction,          -^            -            -            *  $191,469  2t 

Which  is  about  thirt/-two  and  a  fourth  per  oent,  up-  '    i — " 

On  what  remains   to  be  done.     It  should   be  re* 

marked,  however,  that  the  prices  in  iS40  were 

the  same  as  in  1^^. 

The  presetit  estimate  of  sections  1  to  41  inclustte^is  [  ||2,165,988  6$ 

The  amount  of  work  measured  is    -           -           -  '   €48,037  98 

■III        I'    '^ 

Remaining  to  bb  dofto,        -            -            -            •  $l,6l7v,950  68 

Tho  workoffomnng  anew  channel  for  the  PesPlaines  river  at  the 
Ausauganaskee,  or  opposite  to  sections  No.  42, 43,  and  44,  is  very  far  ad- 
vanced. The  embankment  is  finished,  and  about  40,000  cubit  yards  of 
ejjcavatiou  is  required  ^ocomplete  the  channel.  This  work  has  hereto- 
fore been  considered  as  a  cop  tmgent  part  of  the  above  sections,  and  esti- 
mated with  them  under  the  denomination  of  the  "River  Section/'  . 
The  work  now  under  contract  is  estimated  at  ^    $102,594  00 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  measured,    -  -    .,  \       67,157  73 

Remaining  to  be  done,        -  -  -       . .   -  $35436  28 

That  part  of  the  line  embraced  in  sections  43,  43,  and  44,  is  locitteddi^ 

rcctly  through  the  present  channel  of  the  river,  and  has  never  been  offei^ 

ed  for  contract.    The  prices  have  been  reduced,  and  the  sections  proper 

^  are  now  estimated  to  cost,        -  -  -      '      -        $185,9^  17 

Estimate  of  work  under  contract,     ...  102,594  69 

Estimate  cost  of  ^River  Section."  .  •  -        828».6()fl  IT 

'  Tb^  t^maining  part  of  the  summit  div^ion  is  incliided;.in  se^^ions  45  to 
68^  inctu^ve.  The  character  of  the  work  i^  principally  d^pT-ock  ejcara- 
tion,  wbich-bas  been  particularly  described  in  former  reports. 

The  present  estimates  are  made  upon  the  same,  basis  %$  heretofore*  . 'I>^ 
my  last  report,  sections  50, 58  and  66  were  returned  as  finished.    Since 
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that  time,  sectioos  53,  60, 61  and  6$  i^fiye.  been  finished;  and  sections  51, 
S4, 57,  64, 67  and  68,  are  nearly  so,'and  can  be  completed  at  an  aggre- 
gate cost  of  $28,088  94^ 

In  my  last  report,  the  sum  of  $80,46&  55  was  included  in  the  estimat- 
ed cost  of  section  O^jj  as  the  expense  of  constructing  the  bj^raulic  basin 
in  the  town  of  Lockport.  This  estimate  was  based  upon  the  plan  of  form- 
ing a  basin  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  canal,  five  hundred  and  sixty 
loet  in  length  by  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  breadth,  smd  so  arranged 
that  mills  and  factories  could  be  placed  upon  thr^e  sides  of  it^  and  by 
excavating  the  tall  races  to  the  proper  depth,  obtain  an  average  fall  of  dx- 
teen  and  a  half  feet. 

The  plan  now  proposed  is  to  place  the  mills  and  machinery  upon  the 
left  hand  side  of  the  canal.  A  race  is  to  be  excavated  parallel  with  the 
canal,  four  hundred  feet  in  length,  by  thirty  feet  in  width;  from  the.cen- 
tre  df  this  race  another  is  formed  at  right  angles  forty  feet  in  width,  which 
passes  under  the  canal  by  a  culvert  and  discharges  into  the  Des  Plaines 
river.  It  is  believed  that  this  arrangement  will  afford  ample  space  for 
the  use  of  as  much  of  the  water  power  as  will  be  required  for  several 
years;  and  whenever  more  may  be  required,  it  can  he  cheaply  furnished 
by  simply  extending  the  race  parallel  to  the  canal.  The  estimated  cost  of 
preparing  for  the  use  of  the  water  upon  this  plan  is  $20,000,  which  is 
embraced  in  the  aggregate  estimate  of  sectioa  aixty-dght,  as. represented 
in  the  following  tabular  statement. 

The  esiimaled  cost  of  sections  45  to  68  is    -  -      |2,060,658  38 

Of  this  aiaount  there  has  been  estimated,    -  '         -         1,532,830  41 

Remaining  to  be  done,        •  .  .  «         $527,818  79 
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SUMMARY. 


,  DesdnptioB* 

Amoaat  done. 

Amount  to  be 
done. 

Total  %monnu 

Improvement  ofChibai^o  river 

"River  Section" 

Sections  forty-flve  to  ■ixtj-eight,inc1afive 

$3,515  75 

648,037  98 

67,157  72 

1,532,839  41 

$12,898  39 

1,517,950  68 

221,408  45 

527,818  97 

$16,414  14 
2,165,988  06 

288,566  17 
2,060,658  38 

$2,251,550  86 

$2,280,076  49 

$4,531  m  35 

The  amount  of  work  estimated  since  my  last  report  is  as  follows^  viz* 


1841. 
First  quarter,  ending  28th  Febraarr       -               - 
$econd    "           ♦'         3lBt  May 
Third      "           •*        3Ut  August 
Fourth    ^          ^        30th  November     ^ 

$160,544  38 
75,917  52 
35,713  46 
27,895  45 

$300,070  81 
33,96^15 

1842. 
First  quarter*  ending  28tb  Februuffy         -^              « 
Second    "           "     31st  May 
Third      *♦           **     31st  August 
Fourth    "           ^     SOih  November 

92,435  95 
3,220  13 
8.328  07 

Total, 

$334,054  96 

The  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  condition  of  each  sec- 
tion showing  the  amount  of  work  done,  amount  to  be  done,  and  the  cs* 
timated  cost  including  structures;  also,  the  amount  to  be  done  which  is 
not  under  contract* 
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A  Tabular  Statement  of  the  *^amount  o/toork  done,'*  "to  be  done^  and  ^totat 
amount^''  together  toith  **amomnt  not  vmder  oontract,"  on  the  tununit  divU- 
ion  of  the  IHinoi*  and  Michigan  canaly  up  to  November  30, 1843. 


AGcotnrr  or  sections* 

Kun^Mr  of  Section. 

1 

Amonnt  <|one. 

Amonnt  to  be 
done. 

Total  ftmonnt. 

Amonnt   not 
nnder  con- 
tract. 

Cbicaffo  R.  Section 

$3^15  75 

$12,898  39 

916;414  14 

$12,898  39 

Section  1 

16,176  42 

14,843  12 

31,019  54 

14,843  13 

44 

2 

29,908  56 

30,5U  88 

60,423  44 

1,2<»0  00 

U 

3 

25,181  U 

30,836  51 

56,017  73 

800  00 

U 

4 

28,004  75 

31,7;26  8Q 

59,731  55 

8INI  00 

fo 

5 

8,612  00 

57,923  54 

66,535  54 

800  00 

u 

0 

40,390  67 

1^,193  74 

69,484  41 

8<i0  00 

t» 

7 

14,630  75 

54,076  18 

68,706  93 

600  00 

u 

8 

31^199  27 

41,499  25 

73,698  52 

800  00 

il 

9 

8,896  00 

63,203  09 

72.099  09 

800  00 

u 

10 

8,381  00 

60,725  26 

69,106  26 

800  00 

u 

11 

21,000  19 

42,523  12 

63,523  31 

800  00 

u 

13 

4^07  50 

53,255  22 

57,762  72 

800  00 

4i 

13 

7,30;)  50 

51,67^  24 

58,973  74 

800  00 

M 

14 

27,530  59 

19,469  18 

46,999  77 

1,200  00 

u 

15 

43,«0a89 

5,381  01 

48,183  90 

.800  00 
4,000  o6 

u 

16 

43,251  25 

8,936  65 

52,187  90 

44 

17 

11,637  50 

31^34  59 

43,572  09 

600  00 

44 

18 

6,039  S5 

30,374  24 

36,413  49 

30,374  24 

U 

l» 

6.,968O0 

34,960  61 

41,928  61 

34,960  61 

44 

20 

6,519  25 

31,558  47 

41,077  72 

34,55S  47 

tt 

521 

.    8,2^8  35 

51,810  q:^ 

60,038  98 

700  00 

".       44 

d9 

16,080  58 

51,395  77 

67,476  35 

700  00 

44 

S3 

17,009  12 

23,609  71 

40.G18  83 

•00  00 

44 

24 

5,961  25 

27,771  90 

33,733  15 

1,500  00 

44 

25 

15,089  55 

44,834  71 

59,924  26 

1,000  00 

4* 

96 

11,520  02 

40,754  67 

52,274  69 

600  00 

44 

27 

5,349  58 

34,133  95 

39,483  53 

34,133  95 

■  44 

38 

3,854  75 

36,674  73 

40,529  48 

36,«74  73 

44 

2!l 

11  996  80 

36,980  93 

48,977  73 

700  00 

i\ 

30 

1,862  20 

32,283  58 

34,145  78 

32,283  58 

M 

31 

2,735  00 

33,639  05 

36,374  05 

33,639  05 

44 

33 

1,180  00 

34,700  57 

35,880  57 

34,700  57 

U 

33 

20,965  06 

32,332  15 

53,297  23 

700  00 

44 

34 

1,861  73 

36,006  97 

37,928  70 

36,066  97 

U 

35 

7,501  60 

42,610  65 

50,112  25 

1,800  00 

M 

36 

13,265  70 

41,302  90 

54,568  60 

600  00 

44 

87 

23,276  75 

31,328  46 

54,685  21 

800  00 

44 

38 

23,130  42 

43,545  37 

66,675  79 

900  00 

u 

39 

21,697  05 

53,824  85 

75,531  90 

800  00 

U 

40 

18,080  73 

31,911  78 

49,992  51 

600  00 

44 

41 
442 

43 
/44 

45 

2,141  84 

98,830  65 

30,972  49 

500  00 

Riter  Section 

67,157  72 

931,408  45 

288,566  17 

185,972  17 

44 

49,640  34 

70,710  90 

120,351  24 

500  00 

44 

46 

59,813  39 

51,534  31 

111.347  60 

600  00 

44 

47 

48,014  08 

62,068  05 

110,082  13 

500  00 

£14#] 


Aocooirr  of  8M>tiohs. 


Nomber  of  tectioo. 

Amoant  done. 

Amoonc  to  be 

ToUl  amount. 

1 

Amoant  not 
under  coa- 
tract. 

Section  48 

$76,573  39 

$35,589  63 

$103,155  03 

$600  00 

i« 

49 

58,463  34 

53,176  85 

111,639   19 

600  00 

u 

50 

1J4,I45  97 

1,000  00 

115J45  97 

1,000  00 

Ci 

51 

108,403  93 

8,741  38 

117,145  20 

1,000  00 

u 

53 

47.070  10 

46,984  06 

94,054  16 

900  00 

i. 

53 

83,740  59 

500  00 

83,240  59 

500  00 

u 

54 

87,200  30 

1,537  69 

88,737  89 

460  00 

i( 

55 

38,243  36 

54,689  38 

83,9^  74 

60000 

u 

56 

70,909  85 

33,636  70 

94,546  55 

500  00 

(C 

57 

.   83,946  50 

8,678  19 

91,634  69 

500  00 

iC 

58 

93,614  85 

500  00 

93,114  35 

500  00 

«i 

59 

38,849  43 

26,769  77 

65,619  30 

600  00 

c« 

60 

75,364  00 

600  00 

75,964  00 

600  00 

u 

61 

77,839  61 

500  00 

78,339  61 

500  00 

Ci 

63 

36,863  76 

26,940  61 

63,804  37 

600  00 

u 

63 

45,183  78 

23,708  98 

68,891  76 

600  00 

»i 

64 

63,518  59 

4,285  83 

67,804  43 
34,437  13 

1,100  00 

a 

65 

33,937  13 

500  00 

500  00 

•I. 

66 

37,083  90 

1,000  eo 

38,083  90 

1,000  00 

(. 

67 

23,657  58 

^,639  18 

27,396  71 

1,71?  00 

« 

68 

43,051  90 

29,439  43 

71,641  32 

33,505  00 

6%  Ran  embankmeDt 

^?2il  ^^ 

105  39 

3,000  00 

Archer  ditch 

1,130  16 

1,130  16 

Saf 

19,337  05 

19,387  05 

SuiDimt     « 

24,280  16 

34,380  16 

Pxoteoflon 

•» 

30,592  59 

1,000  00 

31,592  59 

$3,351,550  86 

$2,380,076  49 

$4,53^637  35 

$589,526  4S 
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Second-^HfAddle  Division. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the  several  works  upon  this  division, 
irerct  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  a  very  forward  state,  and  continued  to 
progress  rapidly  ihrbagh  the  winter.  When  spring  ppened,  the  contrac- 
tors had  generally  accumrilated  the  necessary  provisions  and  other  supplies 
to  complete  their  work.  In  case  of  a  suspension,  these  must  become  near- 
ly a  total  loss;  they,  therefore,  resolved,  notwithstanding  the  gloomy  pros- 
pect before  them,  to  finish  their  work,  which  many  of  them  have  done  at 
a  very  heavy  sacrifice. 

All  the  sections  from  69  to  lOS,  inclusive,  are  finished  except  No.  94, 
i?vhich  requires  about  |S0O  to  complete  it.'  The  structures  on  this  part 
of  the  line  which  have  been  let,  are  also  finished,  except  lofcks  No.  3,  4, 6  ^ 
a0d  7,  and  dam  No.  1,  which  have  made  some  progress,  and  will  require 
about  $66,000  to  complete  them.  Under  the  head  of  structures  I  have  in- 
cluded an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  the  necessary  masonrv  to  re- 
ceive a  pair  of  gates,  which  Are  designed  to  open  into  a  dry  dock,  to  be 
constructed  opposite  to  lock  No.  1.  This  item  was  not  included  in  my 
former  report,  but  as  the  site  is  very  favorable  for  the  purpose,  it  was  con- 
sidered advisable  by  the  board  of  commissioners  to  build  the  necessary 
masonry  in  connection  with  the  lock,  as  it  can  be  done  at  less  expense  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  work  than  it  could  be  hereafter.  A  condi- 
tional contract  was  made  for  this  work  with  George  Bamett,  and  a  pay- 
ment 6f  $741  64  made  on  account  of  materials  furnished. 

By  r^fference  to  the  tabular  statement  of  this  division,  it  will  be  seen 
fliat  under  the  head  of  **strodture8  not  under  contract,''  an  item  of  $12,000 
is  included  for  *«work  on  unfinished  sections.*'  This  is  designed  to  cover 
the  expense  of  preparing  for  the'  use  of  the  water  power  at  Juliet^  put** 
ting  on  lining  on  som^  of  the  sections,  and  to  complete  such  openingsr  and 
other  unfinisned  parts  of  several  sections  as  have  necessarily  been  left  for 
drains,  rQad3»  cz^c.  &c. 

The  fbllowing  statement  shows  the  condition  ofthispartoftbedivlsten* 
Estimated  cost  of  sections  69  to  lOS,  inclusive,  -  $861,306  18 

do  do    structurjBs  juuder  contract,     -"  -  .  297,183  6S 

do  do        do  not  junder  contract,     -  -  '     64,559  46 

Amoiint,        -  .  .  -  -  -         $1,223,049  32 

Amountof  work  estimated,   -  -  -  -  1,097,88193 

B^aioi^g  to  be  done,       '  -  -  -  -  $135,167  39 

By  an  order  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  that  part  of  the  line  extend'* 
ing  from  Dresden  Ko  Marseilles,  was  revised  and  prepared  lor  letting  on 
the  ^JOth  of  September,  1841.  - 
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That  part  of  it'embracmg  sectioDs  100  to  140,  inclusive,  is  considered 

as  a  part  of  the  middle   division,  and  was   at  that  time  estimated  to 

cost, -  $303,555  60 

In    this  amount    several  structures   are    included, 

which  were  not  offered  for  contract,  amounting  to  1 25,800  00 

Estimated  cost  of  the  work  offered             -           -  277,755  G9 

Which  was  awarded  for  the  sum  of            -           •  232|n4  87 


Difference,         -           -  |45,640  83 

Or  nearly  164  per  cent.  «==s=a 

The  sections  and  structures  which  bav^  been  ^m- 
menced,  and  are  now  considered  under  contrcct, 

were  then  estimated  to  cost,      -            -       ,     •  $82,268  27 

And  were  awarded  for  the  sum  of            *           -  79,303  24 


Difference,       -  -  $2,965  03 

O  nearly  3l  percent  - 

The  circumstances  under  which  this  work  was  let,  prevented  manj  of 
those  to  whom  it  was  awarded  from  making  a  commencement  Sonne 
few  made  a  beginning,  and  soon  after  evidently  abandoned  the  ^  work  by 
leavins  the  .State.  Others  commenced,  but  soon  suspended  until  a  more 
favorable  season.  The  few  who  have  continued  to  progress,  hare 
done  so  in  a  very  feeble  and  irresolute  manner* 

Since  the  estimates  were  made  for  the  letting  in  September,  1841,  a 
very  important  reduction  has  taken  place  in  the  price  or  labor  and  pro- 
vbions.  Consequently,  the  estimates  for  this  report,  upon  several  sec- 
tions, and  some  of  the  structures,  which,  from  various  circumstances  are 
not  considered  under  contract,  have  been  reduced  to  conform  to  the  pres- 
ent vaku^. 

The  .sections  upon  which  the  estimates  have  been  reduced,  are  numbers 
109,  no,  Ut|  U2, 114, 116, 117, 123, 126, 133, 134, 136, 137, 138,  139 
^140. 
At  the  time  of  the  letting,  these  were 

estimated  to  cost     -  •  -       $121,613  73 

The  present  estimate  is  •  •  99,275  96 


The  stone  culvert  over  Nettle  creek 

was  estimated  to  cost 
The  prefsent  estimate  is 

The  Aux  Sable  aquedvct. 
The  present  estimate 


25,583  92 
19,877  22 

18,944  00 
13,681  00 


Lock  No.  8,  *  .  .  12,973  00 

The  present  estimate  9,912  00 


$25,337  77 

5,706  70 
5;^  00 
3,061  00 


Or  nearly  22  per  cent 


Total  reduction,  $39,468  47 
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The  sectioxia  and  strudarea  not  enumerated,  which  were  let,  are  con- 
sidered under  contract  and  are  estimatfad  at  the  prices  at  which  they  were 
awarded  in  September,  1841. 

A  small  amount  of  work  was  done  upon  sections  No.  117  and  123, 
the  Aux  Sable  aqueduct,  and  Iock«  No.  8,  soon  after  the  lettmg.  These 
jobs  were  apparent!/  abandoned  after  the  first  estimate!  and  have  not 
since  been  resumed. 

In  May  last,  section  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  was  commenced  by 

Armstrong  and  Pickering,  under  a  conditional  agreement  with  the  prea- 

identof  the  board,  which  the  acting  commissioner  and  treasurer  renised 

to  sanction.    The  chief  engineer  was  ordered  to  estimate  the  value  of 

the  work  done,  which  was  paid  and  the  work  stopped. 

There  has  recently  been  returned  to  this  office  by  the  assistant  engi- 
neer a  measurement  of  the  work  done  upon  sections  No.  Ii2,  114«loY 
and  138. 

This,  I  presume,  has  also  been  done  under  a  conditional  agreement  with 
the  president  of  ttie  board,  as  I  find  no  record  of  any  such  letting  on  the 
books  of  the  office.  I  have,  therefore,  made  up  the  estimates  according  to 
the  reduced  prices,  and  returned  the  certificates  to  the  Secretary's  oflice. 
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The  following  statetmrtt  exhihitt  the  condition  of  this  part  of  the  MiddU 

division. 


JDetcription. 

Amount  4one. 

Amount  to  be 
done. 

SMtjoDB  109  to  140,  InckifliTtt. 
3iruoture«  , 

$29,181  «5 

2,509  oa 

$147,340  17 
68,932  21 

$176,521  m 
71,44129 

$31,6JK)  18 

|216,279'  38 

$247,962  51 

The  fallowing  statement  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  whole  of  the  Middk 

division. 


DoicriptioD. 

Amount  done. 

Amount  to  be 
done. 

Totnl  amount. 

Soctions  69  to  109,  incIutiTe 
Structures  under  contract 
Structures  not  under  conrract 
Sections  109  to  140,  inolosiTe 
Structures 

$860,495  09 
227,386  84 

29,181  05 
2,509  08 

$811  09 

69,796  84 

64,559  46 

147,340  17 

68,932  21 

$861,306  18 

297,183  68 

64,559  4S 

176,521  39 

71.441  29 

. 

$l,ll9,57;i  06       $251,439  77  | 

$1,471,011  83 

The  amount  of  work  estimated  on  this  division  since  my  last  report,  is  (U 

follows^  viz: 


1841. 
First  quarter,  ending  28th  Februarjr 
Seooml    w  **     31  St  May 

Third      •*  "    3 let  August 

Fourth    «»  «^    30th  November 


1842. 
,  First  .quarter,  ending  28th  February 
Second    »*  **      31st  Mij 

Third      "  **      3l8t  August 

Fourth    **  **      30ih  November 


Total, 


$67,606  15 

2,257  25 

47,191  96 

41,898  06 


$11,583  26 

12,825  21 

5,551  95 

4,739  01 


$158,953  49 


34,699  43 
$193,652  85 


The  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  each  section  and  the  several 
structures,  with  the  amount  done,  the  amount  to  be  done,  and  the  esti* 
mated  cost  of  each  when  completed.  Also,  the  amount  upon  each 
which  is  not  considered  under  contract* 
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^  tabular  statement  showing  the  amount  of  u)ork  ^^done^^  ^Ho  he  done^'^  and 
^^lotal  amount^^  together  with  nmxmni  *^not  under  coniract^'^  on  the  Middle 
Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal^  up  to  November  30,  1842. 


ACCOUNT  OF  SECTIONS. 

Number  of  Section. 

Amoan^  done. 

Amount  t9  be 
done. ' 

Total  amount. 

Aoionnt    not 
under  con- 
tract. 

SeotioD      69 

$30,250  01 

. 

$30,250  01 

70 

36,883  79 

36,H83  79 

71 

38,I9!2  34 

38,393  34 

n 

3i,l6U  11 

33,16<I  11 

73 

34,311;  46 

34,316  46 

74 

37,357  79 

37,357  79 

75 

53,036  98 

53,086  96 

7« 

30,437  55 

30,4:17  55 

77 

33,830  75 

1 

33  b30  75 

78 

34,61;>  31 

34,62  J  31 

79 

30,566  83 

30,566  83 

80 

9,Mn  59 

9,m  f)9 

81 

11,576  86 

ii,:>7*J  ^6 

8S 

18.968  73 

\s,\\m  73 

83 

3,741  90 

3,741  9U 

84 

9,345  38 

3,ht5  IS 

85 

9,324  H 

i).:i24   W 

8& 

6,6»6  77 

bjm  77 

" 

87 

14.567  06 

HMl  ii6 

8S 

8,608  58 

SMf^  58 

89 

10,734  34 

1(K114  U 

90 

5,796  75 

5,7jVfi  75 

91 

3,573  9i 

;i„i7  :  92 

93 

6,354  34 

^jm  M 

93 

9,479  34 

Xm  u 

94 

1,7>9  91 

811  09 

2,511   oil 

95 

3,317  70 

3,317  70 

96 

15,108  54 

15,108  54 

97 

18,408  50 

18,408  50 

98 

13,594  76 

13,594  76 

99 

13,109  64 

13, 1  Oil  64 

100 

8,043  67 

8,043  67 

101 

7,133  68 

7,133  68 

103 

34,950  30 

34,950  30 

103 

38,334  11 

38.334  11 

104 

9,835  38 

9:835  38 

105 

33.915  65 

33,915  65 

106 

57,651  33 

57,651  33 

107 

73,765  96 

73,765  96 

108 

36,961  99 

36,961  99 

D.  P.  Feeder 

5,194  11 

5,194  11 

$860,495  09  1           $811  09 

$861,306  Ih 

' 

10 
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Nomber  of  Section. 

Amount  done. 

Ao^oniK  to  be 
done. 

Total  amount. 

Amount    noc 
under  con- 
tract. 

Section    109 

$5,129  49 

$5,129  49 

$5,129  4» 

110 

7,023  63 

7.023  53 

7,023  53 

111 

6,643  51 

6,643  5L 

6,643  51 

112 

$56  20 

9,948  21 

10.040  41 

10,040  41 

113 

1,732  72 

2.519  12 

4,251  84 

114 

m  84 

2,338  85 

2,507  69 

2,507  6» 

115 

1,294  45 

1,049  67 

2.344  02 

2,344  02 

116 

2,174  33 

2,174  33 

2,174  3a 

117 

26  28 

2,133  11 

2.159  39 

2,159  39 

118 

2,772  92 

100  00 

2,872  92 

119 

4,082  06 

200  00 

4,282  06 

120 

420  72 

2,593  10 

3,013  91 

121 

328  11 

3,893  61 

4,221  72 

122 

802  36 

3,205  98 

4,008  32 

123 

JOO  38 

3,833  82 

3,924  20 

3,934  99 

lt4 

1,866  18 

1,996  20 

3.863  33 

135 

842  60 

1,691  77 

3,534  37 

126 

438  68 

20,535  19 

20,973  87 

20,973  87 

127 

2,404  78 

1.149  00 

3,553  78 

128 

1,035  36 

3,056  36 

4,09 1  72 

12» 

1,455  90 

2,905  55 

4,361  45 

130 

2,618  58 

7,030  90 

9,649  48 

131   . 

1.935  75 

7,239  94 

9,175  69 

m 

9,068  30 

9,068  30 

133 

5,165  29 

5,165  29 

5,165  39 

134 

6.861  77 

6,861  77 

6,861  77 

135 

4,051  08 

1,902  22 

5,953  30 

136 

3,68r)  68 

3,680  68 

3,680  68 

.  137 

466  38 

7,569  82 

8,038  20 

8.036  30 

188 

280  72 

5,761  32 

6,042  04 

6,042  04 

139 

5,105  28 

5.105  28 

5,105  28 

140 

3,808  98 

3,808  28 

3,808  28 

$29,181  05 

$147,340  17 

$176,521  22 

$99,275  96 

99 
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Third^Westem  Dbnsion. 


That  part  of  this  division  which  embraces  sections  No,  141  to  154,  in- 
clusive, was  first  offered  for  contract  on  the  tiOth  of  September,  1841.  It 
was  then  estimated  to  cost,  including  the  structures,    -  180,754  36 

Estimateof  the  structures  not  offered  for  contract,        -  9,2t0  CO 

Amount  of  worit  offered  for  contract,  -  -  $171,554  36 

Which  was  awarded  for  the  sum  of      -  -  -  154,061  17 

Difference,  -  -  JRi7.493  1^ 

Or  nearly  10  1-5  per  cent  less  than  the  estimate. 

The  sections  and  structures  which  have  been  commcuced,  and  are  now 

considered  under  contract,  were  estimated  at  the  time  of  the  letting  to 

cost  ......  $138,4:^5  16 

And  were  awarded  for  the  sum  of      -  -  ,         -  125,840  95 


Difference, 
Or  nearly  9  1-4  per  cent,  less  than  the  estimate. 


$1^^.644  21 


For  the  same  reason  as  given  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  middle  divi^ 

sion,  which  was  let  at  the  same  time,  the  estimates  upon  sections  No.  141,. 

142,  147, 150,  and  151  have  been  reduced  to  conform  to  the  present  value. 

They  were  then  estimated  to  cost  -  -  $32,769  2(> 

The  present  estimate  is     -  -  •  -  !25,740  58 


Amount  of  reduction  is 


$7,028  GZ 


Or  nearly  22  per  cent,  less  than  the  September  estimate. 
The  sections  and  structures  not  enumerated,  which  were  let,  are  con- 
sidered under  contract,  and  included  in  this  report  at  the  same  prices  as  i» 
the  award  of  September,  1841. 

731^  following  statement  presents  the  condition  of  this  part  of  the  division. 


Detoription. 

Amount  dono. 

Amount  to  be 
duni). 

Total  amouni. 

SecfioM  Ml  to  154,  incloeive 
Structures 

$19,394  ^3 
12,361  94 

$76,604  70 
5ca,a75  45 

$95,398  9^ 
64,737  3> 

$31,756  17 

$128,880  15 

$100,636  3t 

In  mv  last  report,  the  condition  of  that  part  ef  the  Hne  extending  froni 
Marseilles  to  La  Salle,  embracing  sections  No.  155. to  197,  inclusive,  was^ 
particularly  de&cribed.  There  was  then  in  progress  and  unfinished  four* 
teen  sections  and  several  structures^  all  the  sections  except  195^  (which 
includes  the  steamboat  ba«ra^  and  I9U  and  197,  (which  consliiutesl 
the  steamboat  channel,  extending  from  the  basin  to  the  Illinois  river,) 
were  in  a  very  forward  state;  and  upon  the  opening  of  the  sea* 
son  of  1841,  so  little  rcmained  to  be  done  upon  them,  that  the  con-* 
tractors  without  an  exception  resolved  to  finish  their  work.  The  section^ 
opon  the  main  line  are  now  all  completed,  except  Nos.  156,  195, 196  and 


197.  Thesumoff6S6  «9  will  fini*  No.  156,  and  ihe  sam  of  abodt 
f5J6,00O  WtU  finish  No.  195.  The  sum  of  $100  will  complete  No.  19^, 
and  aboat  the  sum  of  $38,000  will  complete  No.  197. 

^he  sections  which  have  been  dotopleted  since  my  last  report,  have 
been  ^nished  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  the  amount.  t|hen 
sUted.  ^     ■ 

The  present  condition  of  sections  195,  196  and  197  has  enabled  me  to 
prepare  a  very  accurate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  them  upon  the 
plan  contemplated;  and  one  which  1  feel  confident  will  not  be  exceeded 
l»y  the  final  result. 

The  structures  under  contract  at  the  date  of  my  last  report  were  a 
stone  culvert  of  eighteen  feet  chord,  on  section  156;  the  Fox  river  aqiue- 
duct;  locks  No.  11,  13,  14,  and  15,  and  the  PecGmsag  an  aqueduct 
The  foundation  of  the  culvert  was  put  in,  itnd  the  stone  mostly  delivered 
during  the  season  of  1841 ;  since  which  the  work  has  not  progressed.  The 
Fox  river  aqueduct  progressed  throughout  the  season  of  1841,  and  al- 
though far  advanced,  the  work  has  not  been  resumed  this  season. 

I^ksNo.  11,'  1%  and  14  were"  carried  en  duiing  the  season  of  1841 
"i^ith  a  view  to  their  completion;  but  the  difficulty  of  procuring  mechanic^ 

Erevented  their  being  finished.     Lock  No.  12  is  now  filiishcd;  the  others 
ave  not  been  resumed,  although  a  very,  small  sufti  would  complete  them. 

The  foundation  of  lock  No.  15  w>is|  put  dowh'  and  two  courses  of  ma- 
^Miry  laid  in  the  season  of  1841;  and  within  the  past  year  the  walls  have 
been  raised  9.83  feet  above  the  foundation,  which  is  so  far  above  an  or- 
dinary stage  of  the  river  as  to  admit  of  the  works  being  resumed  at  plea- 
tot^.  The  stone  are  mostly  cut  and  delivered,  and  it  will  require  but  a 
short  time  to  complete  the  work  whenever  funds  may  be  provided. 

No  work  has  be^n  done  upon  the  Pecutpsagan  dam  and  aqueduct 
rince  my  last  report.  With  the  view  of  opening;  some  part  of  the  canal 
fpf  navigation  early  in  the  season  of  1842,  the  board  of  commissioners 
offered  for  contract  on  the  2S)th  day  oF  May,  1841,  the  following  struc- 
tures, viz:  a  wood  culvert  on  section  l6l,  and  one  on  section  171,  a  stone 
culvert  of  eight  feet  chord  on  section  162,  a  waste  weir  on  section  175,' 
find  one  on  section  191,  lock  13,  the  little  Vermilion  a  queduct,  the  re- 
moval of  the  slides  on  sections  No.  192, 193,  and  a  road  bridge  on  section 
No.  7,  arid  end  on  section  No.  8  of  the  Pox  river  feedlef. 
.  The  condition  of  this  letting  was,  that  the  work  should  be  completed 
"wlthin  the  year,  except  the  Vermilion  acqueduct 

The  work  wa&to  he  paid  for  in  acceptances  drawn  upon  the  board  o/ 
fcanal  comhniteioners,  "payable  when  in  funds.**  The  progress  of  the  woric 
was  as  follows: 

The  bridges  were  not  commenced.  The  culverts  were  finished  within 
the  time.  Some  progress  was  made  in  the  collection  of  materials  for  the 
waste  w'eif  on  section  176,  but  no  estimate  was  made  of  them,  as  they 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  be  secure  from  waste.  The.  waste  weir  on  sec- 
tion No,  191  was  nearly  finished  within  the  time,  and  remains  in  the  same 
condition.  Lock  13  was  completed,  except  a  part  of  the  coping  and  is 
still  unfinished. 

The  Vermilion  pqueduct  was  carried  on  with  energy  throughout  the 
season,  and  until  the  spring  of  1842,  when  it  was  suspended. 
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,  Jhe.work  upoa  the  Sli^es^^wms  pearly  completed  within  the  year^a 
amail.  amount  of  woFK  has  been  done  upon  them  during  the  present, year, 
but  for  the  want  of  a  proper  mea^ui;ementf  no  payment  has  been  made. 
.,  There  has  been  no  work  done  upon  any  part  of  the  line  from  sections 
155  to  1979  inclusive,  since  May  la^t,  except  upon  sections  156, 195,  196, 
and  197,  and  locks  No.  12  and  15. 

Fox  River  Feeder. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the  unfinished  works  on  the  feeder,  were 
sections  No  2,  4  and  5,  a  stone  culvert  on  section  No.  3,  and  the  repairs 
upon  the  dam,  guard  lock,  and  section  No.  1. 

Section  No.  2  has  been  filled  with  water,  which  cannot  be  conveniently 
drawn  off,  except  through  the  feeder  below  it  But  a  small  amount  of 
worL  is  necessary  to  complete  it. 

Sections  No.  4  and  5  have  been  finished.  Since  the  completion  of  sec- 
tion No.  5,  the  high  embankment  has  slipped  into  the  river  to  a  considera- 
ble extent.     To  repair  this,  will  require  an  expe^ctiture  of  about  $300. 

The  culvert  on  section  No.  3,  and  the  embunkment  connected  with  itf 
baye  been  finished. 

The  repairs  upon  the  Fox  river  dam  &c.  have  been  completed,  but  at 
what  cost  is  not  known  to  this  oflice,  as  ti.e  work  was  done  by  Messrs. 
Stadden  and  Greene,  under  an  agreement  with  the  acting  commissioners, 
and  no  measurement  or  estimate  made  of  it  by  '.his  department. 

The  work  now  required  to  complete  the  feeder  for  use,  is  the  gates  for 
the  general  lock,  a  road  bridge  on  section  7,  and  one  on  section  8,  together 
with  some  repairs,  which  in  the  {Aggregate  will  cost  $3,500. 

Ottawa  Side  Cut  or  Laiteral  CanaL 

Since  my  last  report,  section  No.  2,  of  this  work  has  been  done  by  J. 
Crotly.  It  consisted  of  the  necessary  excavation  and  embankments,  to 
extend  the  side  cut  about  six  chains,  and  form  a  basin  at  right  angles  to 
it,  from  whi^fi  the  water  is  to  be  drawn  for  manufacturing  purposjps.  To 
make  the  propei  arrangement  for  drawing  the  water  from  the  basin,  and 
a  tail  race  to  conduct  it  into  the  river,  wiU  require  an  cxper^iture  of  about 
f  4,000. 

Lock  No.  1,  of  six  feet  lift,  located  near  the  junction  of  the  side  cut  and 
the  mai  n  line,  was  commenced  during  the  sea>on  of  1841,  by  Walker  an 
Lamb.    The  pit  has  been  excavated,  and  a  portionof  the  stone  delivered  and^ 
cut.     This  work  was  suspended  in  March  last. 

in  former  reports,  the  .sum  of  $110,000  was  included  as  the  cost  of  ex- 
tending the  side  cut,  to  form  a  connection  with  the  Illinois  river  by  ase* 
riea  of  locks*  Believing  tliis  extension  to  be  of  no  service  to  the  canal  ia 
a  commercial  point  of  view,  and  altogetlier  unnecessaiy  to  its  successful 
use,  I  have  omitted  this  item  in.  thi§  report. 
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The  fMovoing  statement  exhibits- tJie  condition  of  the  Western  Dvnsion  q/* 

the  Canal. 


DeaoriptlQiik    ,               v 

Amoant  done. 

Amoant  to  be 
done. 

TotiJ  amoant. 

Sections  141  to  154,  inolonve 
Stractures  on  the  same 
Sections  155  to  197)  incIutiTe 
Stractures  nnder  contract 
Po    not  onder  confruct 
For  rirer  feeder,  sec.  1  to  8,  inclanve 
Ottawa  dde  cat,  sec.  1  &  2,  &  Ibck  No.  1 

$19,394  23 

12,361  94 

827,896  02 

342,468  66 

96,887  60 
29,860  66 

76,504  70 
52,375  45 
64.7^4  29 
^157  18 
59,700  00 
112  11 
15,079  30 

$95,898  93 
64,737  39 
892.620  31 
400,625  84 
59,700  00 
96,499  71 
44,939  96 

$1,328,361)  11 

$326,653  03 

$1,655,022  14 

The  following  statement  shows  thf' amount  of  work  estimated  upon  this 
division  since  my  last  report* 


1841. 
First  Quarter,  ending  28th  Februarj 
Second    **            **     31st  May 
Third,     ••            •*    3lst  Anpust 
Fourth    **           f*    SOih  NoTeaiber 

$$2,799  93 
20,937  36- 
57.657  27 
54,467  15 

$185,851  71 
96,509  75 

1842. 
First  .luarter,  ending  28tb  February 
Second    **           '*      3Ut  Miy            .    - 
Third-    «            **      3 Ist  August 
Fourth    •*           **   ,  30ih  Noveniber      - 

11,171  98 

43,151  41 

,6,n00  83 

26,185  53 

1 

Total, 

$272,361  46 

The  following  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  condition  of  each  section ' 
and  the  several  structures  upon  this  division,  ahowing  the  amount  done, 
the  amount  to  be  done,  and  the  cost  of  each  when  finished,  also  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  scvqral  itenM  not  under  contract. 
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M6 
WESTERN  DIVISION. 


A  tabular  statement  of  the  ^amount  ofvsork  done^*^  ^be  done^^  and  ^total 
amount,^  together  with  ^^amount  not  under  contract,'*^  on  the  Western  JH* 
vision  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal^  up  to  November  3Q,  1842. 


jLCdOVVt   OF  SECTIONS. 


Nomber  of  fectioQ. 

Amount  done. 

Amount  to  be 
done. 

Tot&Iamoant 

Amount    not 
under  coii«> 
tract. 

Section  141 

$4,958  16 

$4,958  16 

$4,958  16 

142 

5.228  44 

5,2^8  44 

5^228  44 

143 

10,489  32 

11,489  ^ 

144 

6,204  25 

6,284  25 

145 

$?,375  27 

4,8(1  13 

8,186  4U 

146 

5,558  30 

7,395  50 

12,953  80 

147 

2,211  50 

5.in  50 

5,211  50 

146 

4         1,928  45 

5,H1I  06 

7,739  51 

149 

5,97d  20 

6,958  87 

12,937  07 

1^ 

5,567  53 

6,5K7  53 

5,567  53 

151 

4J74  95 

4,774  95 

4,774  95 

15^ 

1,179  36 

2,866  60 

4.045  96 

153 

1,374  65 

3,.383  65 

4,758  30 

154 

1,763  74 

1,763  74 

19,394  23 

76,504  70 

95,8^8  93 

25,740  58 

155 

11,727  24 

11,727  24 

16e 

13,556  88 

256  29 

13,813  17 

157 

4,207  34 

4,207  34 

158 

6.974  37 

6,974  37 

159 

10,978  91 

10,978  91 

160 

11,769  06 

)  1,769  06 

161 

10,04d  68 

10,028  68 

ir4 

7,7C2  29 

7,702  29 

163 

14,504  13 

14,etl4  13 

164 

2(N$50  62 

^       20,550  62 

165 

16,3(17  62 

. 

16,307  62 

166 

15,75(1  40 

15,750  40 

167 

24,915  78 

24,915  IH 

168 

10,373  91 

10,373  91 

169 

12,345  53 

12,345  53 

170 

8.567  02 

8,567  02 

171 

6,908  69 

6,908  69 

172 

9,095  89 

9,095  89 

173 

8,710  88 

8,710  88 

t74 

12,24  i  91 

12,242  91 

175 

7,321  74 

7,321  74 

176 

4,331  70 

4,331  70 

177 

5,804  79 

5,8<»4  79 

178 

3,025  70 

3,025  70 

179 

8  070  83 

8,070  83 

180 

9,217  35 

^      9,217  35 

181 

8,091  92 

8,091  92 

182 

9,919  64 

9^919  64 

183 

9,952  86 

9,952  86 

184 

17,866  89 

17,866  89 

185 

10,364  19 

10,364  19 

J 
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ACCOUNT  OF  SECTIONS. 


t  ■ 


Deeoription. 

Amoilut  done. 

AiBoant  to  be 
done. 

Total  amount 

Amount    not 
under  con* 
tract.. 

SeotioD  186 

$40,421  33 

$40,421  3^ 

187 

36,706  49 

36,7»«  49 

188 

17,330  59 

17,330  59 

189 

11,264  12 

11,264  12 

190 

21,858  75 

21,858  75 

191 

42,041  26 

42,041  "^ 

199 

t0,l28  18 

20,128  18 

193 

26,489  82 

26,439  82 

194 

16J89  80 

16,189  80 

195 

21,881  57 

196  r 

19,899  01 

197 

17,702  74 

195     . 

808,685  30 

196  C 

197  ) 

185,233  38 

63,968  00 

Peornntn^n 

16,241  98 

16,241  38 

Extra  work  on 

191,  %  '3  and  H 

3,321  24 

500  00 

3,821  fk 

$8i7.h96  02 

$64,724  29 

$892,620^1 

FOX    RIVER   FEEDER.     .     . 

Number  of  Section. 

Amount  done. 

Amount  to  be 
dob^. 

Toul  amount. 

Section    1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

$20,459*49 

13,628  lO 

3.357  16 

10,254  51 

17,528  58 

3,308  46 

5,819  02 

22,032  28 

<              $112  11 

$20^159  79 

13,740  21 

3,357  16 

10,254  51 

17,52S  58 

3,308  46 

5,819  Ot 

22,032  28 

$9B,3H7  lU) 

$112  11                    $9rs499  71 

LATTERAL   CANAL. 


Number  of  tecdon. 

Am^nt  done. 

Amount  to  be 
done. 

Total  amount. 

Section    1 

2 

Lock  No.  1 

$•20,594  03 
4,845  93 
4,420  70 

15,079  30 

$20,594  03 

4,845  93 

19,500  00 

$29,860  66 

$15,079  30 

$44,939  96 

[156] 
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The  following  account  shotos  iKe  amount  of  work  performed  in  eiich  year^ 
since  the  commencement  oftite  canal^  upon  the  respective  divisions. 


DIVISIONS. 


Siromit. 

Middle. 

Western. 

Total. 

1836 

$3i>,-260  58 

$39,260  58 

1837 

180,379  67 

$170,270  23 

350,649  90 

1838 

530,6  >3  03 

$85^803  m 

995,476  35 

911,902  40 

1839 

G73,U92  73 

506,'i03  33 

300,6.11   5i 

1,479,907  58 

1840 

494,139  89 

333,il0^  *6 

21^,659  55 

1,117,702  30 

1841 

31M>,«70  81 

150,953  4i 

185,851  71 

644,875  94 

184i 

33,984  15 

34,699  43 

86,509  75 

155,193  33 

$:i,251,550  b6 

$1,119,573  06 

$l,3;28,369  11 

$4,699,492  03 

N.  B.  The  estimnres  for  each  year  n»«hown  nboveii  correct,  bin  will  not  agree  with 
theamnuntf  sot  fori h  in  ft)rnier«Mnunl  re|Kifi9,  in  cnnaequence  of  »uiiie  of  ibfe  account* 
baviu^  been  umiited  in  posting  the  buuku;  but  corresponds  nearly  in  ihe  aggregate. 


To  those  Who,  lioin  almost  daily  observation,  have  been  conversant  with 
the  numerous  incidents  whi(ih  have  tended  to  retard  and  embarrass  the 
canal,  the  foregoing  statements  would  probably  l»e  sufficient.  But  to 
those  living  more  remote  from  the  work,  who  feel  an  equal  solicitude  for 
its  completion,  and  who  not  unfrequently  accredit  exaggerated  rumours  and 
misstatements  for  fncts,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  briefly  recapitulate  some 
of  the  more  prominent  parts  6f  its  history,  which  have  occurred  within  the 
last  four  years. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Legislature  of  1838-*9  made  the  liberal 
appropriation  of  $4,(]0(),00U  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  canaL 
This  presents  the  flattering  prospect  of  its  early  completion,  but  the  delay  in 
making  i  sale  of  the  bonds  left  the  canal  without  funds  early  in  the  season  of 
1839.  The  negotiation  resulted  in  the  salfebf  ohU  onemilfion  of  dollars  to. 
the  bankof  the  United  States, payable  in  instalments  of$100,00U  per  month. 
When  the  first  instalment  became  due,  the  canal  was  indebted  to  con- 
tractors  about  four  hundred  thc^usajfid  dollars,  and  the  work  progressing  at 
the  rate  of  about  $140,000  per  month.  To  meet  the  deficiency  the  board 
of  commissioners  anticipated  the  instalments  by  issuing  ninety-day  checks; 
and  although  the  payment  of  these  checks  at  maturity  was  provided  for» 
yet  they  were  at  a  discount  of  fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  cent 

It  also  became  necessary  to  anticipate  theiemainderof  the  loan  through 
the  State  Bank  of  Illinois. 

The  delay  in  procuring  funds,  caused  an  irregularity  and  uncertainty 
in  the  payments  to  contractors,  and  consequently  retarded  the  work  to  a 
very  great  degree.  The  balan<!e  of  this  loan  was  expended  in  a  payment 
to  contractors  of  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  in  November,  1839. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  of  the   board  of  commissioners,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  State  has  in  fact  paid  no  nK)ncy  upon  the  canal  since  that 
time.     The  legitimate  Sanal  fund^'  was  then  entirely  exhausted,  lind  has  . 
not  since  been  replenished. 
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The  embarrassed  condition  of  the  work  and  the  rarious  expedients  re- 
eoried  to  by  the  board  of  commissioners  to  carry  it  on  during  the  year 
1839t  was  fully  represented  to  the  succeeding  Legislature,  end  their  par- 
ticular attention  called  to  the  great  importance  of  an  immediate  supply  of 
funds,  in  order  to  avert  the  disastrous  consequences  which  must  ensue 
upon  a  suspension  of  the  work  not  only  to  the  State,  but  to  contractors 
and  others  connected  with,  and  in  a  measure  dependent  upon  them.  Not- 
withstanding these  representations,  the  only  proyision  a:ade  by  the  Le- 
gislature, was  to  authorize  the  commissioners  to  pay  contractors  whatever 
npight  be  due  them  on  the  1st  of  March,  1840,  by  an  issue  of  checks, 
bearing  six  per  cent,  interest,  payable  whenever  funds  should  be  provided 
for  that  purpose. 

This  was  virtually  saying  on  the  part  of  the  State,  that  she  could  do  no 
more,  and  it  was  generally  so  understood  by  the  contractors.  Yet  they 
believed  that  with  the  proper  exertions,  something  could  yet  be  dope  to 
preserve  the  credit  of  the  Statfe,and  successfully  carry  on  the  canaL 

With  this  view  the  contractors  held  a  meeting  at  Lockport,  and  ap- 
pointed Gen.  William  F.  Thornton,  then  President  of  the  ^oard  of  Com- 
missioners, and  Messrs.  William  B.  Ogden  and  George  Bamett,  contrac- 
tors, a  special  committee  to  wait  upon  his  ExcellcLcy  Governor  Carlin, 
and  to  propose  to  purchase  from  the  State,  bonds  to  the  amount  of  one 
million  of  dollars;  for  which  the  contractors  agreed  to  pay  the  State  their 

Sar  value,  and  to  share  among  themselves  any  loss  that  might  arise  upon  a 
nal  sale  of  said  bonds.  This  proposition  was  acceded  to  by  Governor 
Carlin,  and  General  Thornton  was  unanimously  selected  by  the  contrac- 
tors as  their  affent  to  dispose  of  the  bonds.  His  negotiation  resulted  in 
the  sale  of  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  which  netted  to  the  coo- 
tractors  eighty-fiTe  per  cent  in  current  funds  on  the  canal.  This,  although 
a  very  favorable  sale  at  the  time,  was  a  heavy  draw-back  upon  the  pro- 
fits of  the  contractors;  yet  they  were  encouraged  to  bear  it  cheerfully,  by 
the  idea,  that  as  a  body,  they  had  presented  a  very  liberal  sacrifice  on  their 
part,  to  sustain  and  carry  forward  a  great  public  woHc  of  acknowledged 
I  importance,  and  to  maintain  public  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  ability 
of  the  State.  They  were  confident  that  the  succeeding  L^islature,  when 
apprised  of  all  the  circumstances,  would  not  hesitate  to  acknowledgei  and 
reciprocate  the  act  by  passing  such  laws  as  would  enable  the  canal  to 
pr^ress  to  an  early  completion. 

Their  confidence  in  this  result  is  fuUv  attested  by  the  amount  of  work 
performed  from  the  1st  of  March,  1840  to  the  1st  of  November  follow* 
ing,  which  was  $832,888  20,  and  is  still  farther  confirmed  by  the  amount 
dojQe.from  the  1st  of  November^  1840  to  the  Ist  of  March  foUowinir,  which 
was  1280,940  46. 

The  payment  on  the  1st  of  November,  1840,  absorbed  nearly  kll  tba 
remainmg  funds  from  the  ^'contractors*  loan,'"  leaving  a  balance  aa  it  was 
well  known,  not  sufficient  to  make  the  payment  on  the  1st  of  March,  184L 
Yet  the  work  continued  to  progress  with  the  same  energy  as  before,  and 
contractors  as  usual  were  active  during  the  winter  in  purchasing  and  con- 
tracting for  the  necessary  supplies  of  forage  and  provisions  to  carry  od 
Umr  work  daciqg  the  ensuing  season* 

U 
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'After  the  winter  had  bceu  passed,  by  the  Legislattire,  m  fruitless  at- 
tempts  to  do  something  for  the  cartal,  and  finally  adjourned  without  pas- 
sing any  act  relating  to  it,  it  was  generally  considered  that  the  canal  was 
abandoned  to  its  fate. 

The  contractors  conceived  that  the  Legislature  had  virtually  said  to 
them,  '5 we  will  do  nothing  more  for  the  canal>  and  you  can  no  lonfjer  ex- 
pect aid  from  the  State.  But  if  you  can  and  choose  to  build  the  canal 
upon  your  own  responsibility,  and  wait  for  the  convenience,  ability  or 
pleasure  of  the  State  to  pay,  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so." 

Contractors  were  thus  unexpectedly  thrown  upon  their  individual  re- 
sources, in  the  midst  of  their  work,  with  a  large  number  of  teams,  machi- 
nery and  provisions  on  band,  which  were  of  very  little  use  for  any  other 
purposethan  carrying  on  their  job?. 

Such  of  the  contractors  as  could  do  so  without  a  great  sacrifice  stopped 
their  work  at  once;  others  believing  that  they  iiad  better  consume  their 
supplies  on  their  work  th&n  force  a  sale  of  them  in  a  market  already 
over-stocked,  continued  to  work  for  a  time;  but  by  far,  a  greater  num- 
herof  those  who  continued  to  progress,  especially  upon  the  middle  and 
western  divisions  of  the  canal,  did  bo  with  a  view  more  particularly  to 
the  final  completion  of  their  work. 
The  amount  of  work  done  during  the 

year  1841,  was  ■  -  -  -    .        -  |644j875  94 

Of  which  there  was  estimated  the 

1st  quarter,  -  -  -  |.280,940  46     . 

And  upon    works  completed   within 

the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  quarters  of  the 
"  year,  and  works  carried  on  with  the  . 

view  of  completion  within  the  year,  230,858  20 

.      '. 511,798  6« 

Showing  the  amount  of         -  -  -    '        $1^3,087  28 

IV)  be  done  by  those  who  contittued  to  Vorkfor  a  time  with  a  view  to' 
consume  their  sQpphes,  and  some  few  who  continued'  to  work  rather  as  a 
(^hsmce  speculation. 

'  It  may  also  be  proper  to  mention  another  circumstance  which 
had  some  influence  upon  the  amount  of  work  perfoi^med  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1841,  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1842. 
Several  of  the'  contractors  conceived  that  if  they  could  obtain  State 
bonds^  they  could  negotiate  them  in  New  York  for  goods,  which  they 
cbuH  exchange  with  tne  fkrmers  for  the  necessary  produce,  piy  theiV 
hands,  &c.  &c.  With  this  view,  several  of  the  contractors  waited  upon 
Governor  Carlm,  and  as  they  supposed,  eflfected  an  arrangement  by  which 
they  were  to  be  paid  in  State  bbnds  at  par,  for  whatever  might  then  be 
due,  or  upon  any  estimites  that  might  become  due,  and  especially  upon 
such  work  as  might  be 'completed.  Several  of  the  contractors  entered 
into  an  association  to  carry  on  their  work  upon  this  plan,  appointed  their 
agenfts  and  pewmetfUheh*  work. 

Owing  to  some  delay  in  obtaining  arid  remitdngtbiir  bonds 'to  Ne% 
York,  and  the  constantly  declining  price  of  bonds,  their  pitfrfchase  of  goods 
was  not  as  favorable  nor  as  extensive  as  they  at  first  contemplated;  and 


finding  other  obstacles  to  the  successfiil  pursuit  of  the  plan,  it  was  shortly 
after  abandonfed,  and  those  who  had  resumed  their  w<H*k  with  a  view  to 
this  arrangement  soon  after  stispended. 

The  balance  of  the  "contractors^  loan"  which  was  unexpended  in  ihe 
payment  of  the  Isto^  November,  1840,  was  paid  fo  them  at  Lockport 
some  time  in  March^  1S41.  This  was  only  a  partial  payment,  as  many  of 
the  contractors  who  hacf  large  amounts  due  Ihem  were  bof  entitled  to 
mny  share  of  the  money  paid  at  that  time. 

Some  time  til  May,  iMl,  the  board  ^f  commissioners  aik^ed  the  plan 

of  paying  contractors  by  allowing  them  to  draw  orders  upon  ^he  commiil- 

,  aioneis  in  favor  of  their  creditors  for  the  amount  d^  them,  which  orMfs 

were  to  be  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  when  required,  the  Secretary 

Vf as  to  give  a  formal  acceptance  fo.-  said  order  to  the  holder. 

This  expedient  enabled  the  contractor  to  distniss  his  laborers  With  some 
show  of  satisfaction,  and  also  to  discharge,  his  (jthcr  liabilities  by  pr^gent- 
iog  to  .his  creditor  the  aJternalive  of  t^ing  ap  order  or  nothing.        '. 

It  was  amicipafed  that  the  sale  of  canal  lands  which  was  ordered  to  take 
place  in  November,  would  create  a  demand  for  these  acceptances  or  or- 
ders, which  would  keep  tl^m  at  nearly  their  nominal  value. 

This,  however,  w^  not  the  caae,as  the  issue  very  greatly  exceeded  the 
deinandi  ajid  aa  they  sopn  becafne  a  circulating  medium  along  the  canal 
Km,  they  were  found  to  be  of  very  inconvenient  form  and  denomination 
for  business  purposes.  This  subsesquently  led  to  th^  substitution  of  certifi- 
cates of  *^cunal  indebtedness^^  of  the  denomination  of  one  dollar  and  up- 
wards. 

In  proposition  as  these  ^^cceptfiknces^attd^tertificatefe"  have  been  issued, 
their  value  has  declined  until  they  are  now  almost  worthless;  and  ibwtll 
be  seen  by  the  following  statement  of  the  estimates  of  each  quarter  of  the 
two  past  years,  that  the  amount  of  work  done  has  declined  in  about  the 
tame  proportion  as  the  prospect  of  payment  and  the  value  of  '^canal  in- 
debtedness," until  it  is  at  present  entirely  suspended  except  a  few  men 
employed  upon  that  part  of  the  line  between  Dresden  and  Marseilles, 
technically  termed  the  "new  lettings." 

DIVISIONS. 


1841. 

Summit. 

Middle. 

Western, 

Total. 

TiTBt  quarter 
Second  quarter 
Third  quarter 
Fourth  quarter 

$100,544  38 
75,917  52 
35,713  46 
27,895  45 

f  67,606  15 

2,257  25 

47,191  96 

4^898  06 

^52,789  93 
.*10,937  36 
57,657  27 
54,467  15 

380,940  46 

99,112  13 

140,562  69 

124,260  66 

1842 

300,070  81 

158,953  42 

185,851  71 

644,875  94 

rtrst  qunrter 
^cond  quarter 
Third  quarter 
Fourth  quarter  • 

22,435  95 
3,220  13 
8,328  07 
0,000  00 

11,583  26 

12,825  21 

5,551  M5 

4,739  01 

11,171  98 

43,151  41 

6,000  83 

26,184  53 

45,191   19 
59,196  75 
19,880  86 
30,923  54 

$33,984  15 

$34,699  43 

86,508  75 

$155,192  89 
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The  above  statements  do  not  show  correctly  the  amount  of  work  done 

within  the  respective  quarters,  except  the  first  quarter  of  181L 

The  measurements  were  not  made  with  any  particular  reference  to 
.  those  periods,  as  in  many  cases,  where  the  work  was  expected  to  be  fin- 

ished,  no  estimates  were  made  after  the  first  quarter  of  1841,  until  its  linal 

completion. 

The  amou0tof  work  estimated  during  the  year  1842,  is        $155^92  33 

Of  this  amount  there  was  done  on  the  sum- 
mit division,  upon  work  let  prior  to  1840,      f  33,984  15 

On  the  middle  division,        -  •  -  3,009  30 

And  on  the  western  division,  •  -        51,806  28 


lieaving  the  amount  of 


88,799  73 

$66,31>2  60 

Which  has  been  done  upon  the  **new  lettings.** 

I  have  thus  briefly  stated  some  of  the  leading  incidents  connected  with 
the  decline  of  the  canal,  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  more  cleariy  its 
present  condition* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

lour  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  B.  TALCOTT, 

Resident  Engineer^ 
Canal  Office,  Lockport,  Nov.  30, 1842. 


Eratta. — ^In  page  8, 15th  line,  for  ^^drain?*  read  ^ravP^  in  page  9,  first 
line  for  ear-elusive  read  in-clusive. 


Li.iHon)                                  H.  R.  (ISth  Afl 

I..EOI8.  S  i  Iw  Sbssion. 


REPORT 

or  THB 

COMMITTEE   ON   FINANCB. 

To  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House^  relative  to  the  awdUbU 
means  ami  cwrrent  expenses^of  the  State. 


JANUARY  10,  1843. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Arnold,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  following  resolution,  to  wit: 

Resolved f  That  the  committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to  report  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  present  indebtedness  of  the 
State,  together  with  a  statement  ol  her  available  means,  her  present  and 
prospective  resources,  the  probable  nttiount  per  annum  which  th^  current 
expenses  of  the  State  will  require  for  Iho  next  five  years;  also,  the  proba- 
ble amount  which  can  be  raised  under  the  present  revenue  system,  per 
annum,  for  five  years  to  come;  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  redu- 
cing the  present  rate  of  taxation,  and  the  practicability  of  adopting  some 
system  of  financial  policy,  which,  while  it  shall  not  impose  on  the  people 
oppressive  taxation,  will  ultimately  relieve  the  State  from  debt 

Have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  present  indebtedness  of  the  State,  exclusive  of  the  bonds  held  by, 
and  debts  due  to  the  State  3ank  and  Bank  of  Illinois,  is  as  follows: 

Canal  Debt. 
Bonds  negotiated  on  account  of  canal  ...    |3,742,18S  00 

Interest  due  on  same,  Jan.  1, 1843       ....  294^1  28 

Canal  scrip, bearing  interest        -        -        -        -        -  341,972  71 

Interest  due  on  same,  Jan.  1,  1843;  2  years  9  months    -  56,425  49 

Certificate  of  indebtedness  not  bearing  interest,  about  -  300,000  0(1 

Due  contractors,  per  centage  retained  ...  120,000  00 

Total  canal  debt,  Jan,  1. 1843  ....  $4,785,1 17  48 

Bonds  issued  on  account  of  internal  improvement  system  5,085,444  00 

Scrip  issued  t  >  contractors 929,305  53 

Interest  due  on  above,  Jan.  1, 1843     ....  541,327  46 

Bonds  issued  for  State  House 121,000  00 

Interest  probably  due 10,000  00 

Due  school,  college  and  seminary  fund          ...  808,084  18 

Interest  due  Jan.,  1843 48,485  04 

(12.328,913  69 
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Resources  of  the  State* 

Caiml  lands  amounting  to  330,467  acres. 

Lots  in  Chicago,  unsold  .  .        -        -        .  370 

Lots  in  Lockport,  unsold  -        ^         -        .  579  : 

Lots  in  Ottawa,  unsold  ...        -  914 

Lots  in  fta  Salle,  unsold  -        *        .     '    -  1,528 

These  lots  vary  in  value,  from  $10  each,  to  $5,000. 

Amount  due  canal  fund  forlots  sold  $^,682  53. 

The  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  with  its  water  power,  stone  quarries, 
coal  beds,  &c;  forty  thousand  acres  of  land,  purchased  by  the  State,  and  se- 
lected along  the  lincsof  contemplated  railroads, estimated  to  be  worth  from 
|}5  to  $10  per  acre;  210,000  acresof  valuable  lands,  selected  under  the  late 
distribution  bill  of  the  United  State's;  ninety  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  and  fifty-seven  hundreths  acres  of  these  lands  have  been 
estimated,  bv  the  commissioners  who  located  them»to  be  worth  the  sum  of 
$357,199  18.  This  estimate  is  made  by  the  separate  valuation  of  each 
tract,  and  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  great  consideration.  The  aggregate  val- 
ue cannot  be  greatly  less  than  one  million  of  dollars. 

The  value  of  the  canal  lands,  lots. and  property,  depends  on  the  com- 
pletion of  that  great  work.  Without  going  into  detail  m  this  portion  of 
the,  report,  we  now  hazard  the  statement,  that  the  canal  property  will^ 
on  the  completion  of  the  canal,  if  properly  husbanded  and  jadiciouslj 
gold,  extinguish  the  entire  canal  debt. 

There  is  also  fifty-five  miles  of  railroad,  from  Springfield  to  Meredosia, 
which  is  rented  foi"  $10,000  per  annum. 

Railroad  iron,  value  unknown. 

Unsettled  claims  due  internal  improvement  fund,  amount  unknown. 
Three  per  ct.  fund,  frfwn  sale  of  lands,  due  30th  June  last  $27,206  39 

Our  share  of  proceeds  of  publiclAJKis,  to  July,  1842     -  51,909  35 

Recapitulation — Amount  of  debt  as  shown  above  $12,238,S13  69« 

Canal  Resources. 

Consisting  of  lands,  lota,  water  power,  &c.  ^.^  on  Us  ' 

completion,  will  be  worth,  say          .        -        .        ^  $6,500,000  00 

Amount  due  for  lands  and  lots  sold     .        -        -        .  .207^S2  53 

Forty  thousand  aares  of  land  belonging  to  internal  im- 
provement fund,  at  $7  50  per  acre          n        -        -  300,000  OO 

Two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  acree,  worth        -        -  1,000,000  00 

'      i  $8,00^682  53 

Add  value  of  Meredosiarailroo/lt&c*  ^c  -        -  500,000  00 


$8 .507,682  53 


Also,  mill  sit3s,  rights  of  way  &c.,  of  very  considerable  value. 
Thus  it  is  seen  that  we  have  the  n^eans  of  paying  morethan  two^thirds 
of  our  present,  debt,  without  direct  taxation,  withm  a  short-  period,  if  it 


could  be  converted  into  money.  But  this  property  can  only  be  made 
available  by  exchangiog  it  for  our  liabilities,  and  the  largest  item;  to  wit, 
tlia  canal  resources,  uieofcompar^itivcly  little  value  before  its  completion. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  amount  of  debt,  bearing  interest,  does  not 
vary  far  from  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  the  annual  interest  on  which 
is  J'G60,000.  This  is  an  amount,  all  will  admit,  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
people,  at  present  to  pay,  by  direct  taxation.  However  oaiuful  such  a 
conclusion  may  be  to  our  State  pride,  it  is  one  from  which  we  cannot  es- 
cape; our  creqit  is  gone,  a  debt  of  fearful  magnitude  h  :ngs  over  us,  and  a 
question  of  most  intense  interest  now  arjses — what  shall  be  the  future 
policy  of  the  State  with  regard  to  this  debt.  Your  committee  feel  pride 
in  saying  that  the  voice  of  the  people,  through  their  executive,  through  * 
the  Legislature,  through  every  organ  by  which  it  could  be  heard,  have 
pronounced  the  noble  determination,  never  to  repudiate. .  Such  is  the  ho- 
norable attitude  which  this  State  has  assumed  with  regard  to  the  public 
debt.  We  have,  by  resolutions,  unanimously  adopted,  reiterated  the 
pledge,  that  we  will  devote  all  our  available  resources,  beyond  un  eco-v 
nomical  administration  of  the  government,  to  the  reduction  and  ultimate 
extinction  of  the  public  debt.  The  question  then  returns  for  our  most 
deliberate  consideration — what  shall  be  the  future  policy  of  the  State; 
how  can  our  resources  be  best  made  available  to  discharge  our  debts. 

It  will  be  observed  that  our  debt  is  divided  into  two  distinct  portions, 
each  of  which  was  incurred  for  a  particular  object,  and  for  the  payment  of 
which,  in  addition  to  the  plighted  fujith  of  the  State,  there  are  distinct  se- 
curities: the  canal  debt,  and  the  internal  improvement  debt.  For  the 
canal  debt,  there  is  pledged  the  canal  lands,  tolls,  &c.  The  value  of 
these  securities  depend  on  its  completion.  There  has  already  been  ex- 
pended on  the  work,  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  ii  will 
require  one  and  a  half  millions  more  to  complete  it,  on  a  plan  of  the  high 
Ipvel. 

It  is  supposed  that  within  a  short  period  after  its  completion,  say  one  or 
two  years,  that  the  lands,  town  lots,  water  power,  &c.,  &c.,  may  be  sold 
for  an  amount  equal  to  itj  entire  cost.  This  being  effected,  would  leave 
its  entire  revenues  to  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  the  remaining  indebt- 
edness of  the  State,  and  defraying  its  expenses.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
amount  to  be  derived  from  its  tolls  would  be  sufficient,  within  two  years 
after  its  completion,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  present  State  debt,  after 
reducing  that  debt  by  sale  of  canal  property  and  internal  improvement 
property,  as  will  be  detailed  hereafter.  Your  committee  have  thought  it 
not  improper  to  examine  the  truth  of  thg  above  positions,  and  to  furnish 
to  the  House  their  estimate  of  the  value  of  canal  lands,  and  the  revenues 
to  be  derived  from  that  source. 

1st,  What  will  the  canal  property  be  worth  on  its  completion?  It  has 
been  estimated  by  an  able  financier  of  New  York,  who  has  given  to  tlie 
subject  great  attention,  and  who  is  notoriously  cautious,  that  these  lands, 
includiog  town  sites,  will  be  worth,  on  an  average,  §30  00  per  acre. — 
This  estimate  will  give  nearly  seven  millions  of  dollars.  This  estimate  is 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  extravagant.  These  lands,  dona- 
ted by  the  United  States  to  Illinois  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  work,  arc  not  surpassed,  in  richness  and  fertility,  by  any 
on   the  globe.    Situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  thb  work,  there 
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vtould  be  great  facilities  for  market.  A  very  considerable  portion  of  them 
are  covered  with  heavy  timber,  which  alone  is  worth  the  above  estimate. 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  effects  which  other 
canals  have  had  on  the  price  of  real  estate  lying  in  their  immediate  vicini- 
ty. The  western  portion  of  the  Erie  canal  ran  through  a  wild,  unset- 
tled country,  covered  with  a  heavy  forest;  yet  the  lands  on  its  border,  al- 
though they  required  the  labor  of  a  life  time  to  bring  a  small  farm  under 
cultivation,  and  were  neither  so  rich  nor  so  productive  as  ours,  rose,  in  a 
few  years,  from  a  nominal  value,  to  be  worth  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars 
per  acre,  and  are  now  valued  at  from  torty  to  one  hundred  dollars  per 
acre.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the  costs  of  transporting  the  agri- 
cultural products  from  the  line  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  to  Buf- 
falo, would  be  more  than  balanced  by  the  greater  productiveness  and  less 
expensive  cultivation  of  ours;  and  on  the  completion  of  {he  canal  our 
lands  would  be  quite  as  valuable  as  those  lying  on  the  Erie  canal. 

Inexhaustible  mines  of  coal  are  found  upon  them;  flourishing  villages 
have  already  sprung  up  on  these  lands  and  are  rapidly  increasing,  and  en- 
hancing their  value.  The  business  of  the  canal  would  soon  convert  these 
villages  into  large  towns.  But  a  few  years  would  pass  before  Illinois 
would  have  her  Buffalo  and  her  Rochester.  Chicago,  Lockport,  Juliet, 
Ottawa  and  La  Salic  would,  at  no  distant  day,  rival  the  flourishing  towns 
of  western  New  York,  and  the  same  impulse  of  prosperity  would  be  giv- 
en to  every  village,  town  and  farm,  lying  on  the  Illinois  river,  to  its  ter- 
mination. Taking  these  things  into  consideration,  we  feel  warranted  in 
saying  that  the  value  of  the  canal  property,  on  the  completion  of  that 
work,  will  equal  its  entire  cost. 

2d,  What  amount  of  revenues  will  the  canal  yield?  It  requires  very 
little  consideration  to  perceive  that  there  is  no  other  work  in  the  Union^ 
perhaps  none  in  the  world,  whi(jh,  with  the  same  number  of  miles  of  arti- 
ficial navigation,  opens  a  trade  between  territories  so  extensive,  and  so 
rich  in  agricultural  and  mineral  products.  It  will  complete  the  water 
communication  between  the  east  and  west  The  whole  territory  lying  on 
the  great  lakes,  so  rapidly  advancing  in  population  and  wealth,  with  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Illinois,  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  will  be 
brought  into  commercial  intercourse.  In  addition  to  the  immense  amount 
of  agricultural  products  which  it -would  carry  to  market,  there  would  be 
large  items  of  lumber,  salt,  coal,  lead,  merchandize  and  manufactured 
goods  from  the  east,  to  the  whole  valley  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  and  the 
groceries  of  the  south,  &c. 

Experience  has  shown  that,  as  a  general  proposition,  the  northern  mar- 
ket, for  nearly  all  agricultural  products,  is  the  best.  In  looking*  to  the 
probable  revenue  from  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  we  see  that  a  belt 
of  country,  extending  from  Chicago  to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river,  and 
for  sixty  or  eighty  miles  north  and  south  of  this  line,  would  do  its  busi- 
ness on  this  canal.  This  would  embrace  a  section  of  the  State  capable  of 
producing  an  agricultural  surplus,  as  large  as  that  produced  by  the  whole 
State  of  New  York.  All  this  section  of  country  would  be  supplied  with 
merchandize  and  manufactured  goods  by  this  artery  of  trade.    In  the  sin- 

§le  articles  of  salt  and  lumber,  we  think  it  susceptible  of  demonstration, 
lat  a  majority  of  the  counties  so  situated  would  save  an  amount  annual- 
ly, more  than  suflicient  to  pay  their  portion  of  the  interest  on  the  entire 
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Public  debt.    Take  for  example  the  county  of  Sangamon.    She  paid  to 

the  State  revenub  in  IS41,  between  ^10,001)  and  f  11,000.    She  consumes 

ten  thousand  barrels  of  salt,  per  annum,  which,  at  $3  per  barrel,  costs 

her  ^30,000*    On  .completion  of  the  canal  she  could  save  on  it  at  least 

^I  on  a  barrel,  and  at  the  same  time  obtain  a  very  superior  article. 

The  average  cost  in  Chicago,  say  ^1  37  per  barrel      -        *    $1  ^^* 

Transportation  from  Chicago  to  M eredosia  ...  371 

Mereaosia  to  Springfield 25 

rioo 

Saving,  on  ten  fhousand'barrels,  $10,000.  An  equal  amount  could  be 
saved  on  lumber. 

Wheat  has  been  worth,  on  an  average,  thirty  cents  a  bushel  more  in  Chica- 
go than  in  Springfield.  The  cost  of  transportation  could  not,  on  completion 
of  the  canal,  exceed  ten  cents  a  bushel,  leaving  a  nett  gain  of  twenty  cents  a 
basheL  This  would  amount,  in  a  surplus  of  one  hundred  thousands  bush- 
els, to  f20,000.  These  estimates  can  be  readily  carried  out  so  as  to  de- 
monstrate, that  every  county  within  seventy  miles  of  the  canal  or  Illinois  ri- 
ver, would  make  a  nettgain  of  ihousands  of  dollars  ]\er  annum,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  this  work.  The  tolls  on  the  Erie  canal,  in  the  year  18*25,  the  first 
year  after  its  completion,  amounted  to  $566,000:  in  1826,  to  $763,000.  In 
1833,'  after  a  reduction  of  twenty  per  cent.,  they  had  increased  to  $1,542,- 
695.  In  1826,  when  the  tolls  on  the  Eric  canal  amounted  to  $762,000, 
there  was  less  business  done  than  will  be  done  on  ours  the  first  year  after 
it  goes  into  operation.  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  were  then 
comparatively  a  wilderness,  and  their  rich  soil,  the  products  of  which  have 
swelled  the  income  of  the  Erie  canal  to  millions,  was  useless  for  want  of 
Iabo*ir,and  its  rank  vegetation  rotted  in  the  depths  of  the  forest  and  on 
the  face  of  the  broad  prairies.  Even  as  late  as  1836,  when  the  aggre- 
gate valce  of  the  property  transported  on  the  Erie  canal,  was  $67,030,000, 
$50,000,000  belonged  to  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York.  The  tolls 
that  year  amounted  to  SI, 014,342  06.     Why  should  not  the  amount  of 

! property  on  the  Illinois  river  and  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  within  a 
cw  years  after  its  completit)n,  equal  that  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
l^ate  of  New  York  at  that  time?  Our  soil  is  far  more  productive,  is  cul- 
tivated at  much  less  expense,  our  population  equally  industrious  and  en- 
terprizing,  and  our  climate  more  desirable.  We  are  willing  then  to  give 
it  as  our  deliberate  opinion,  that  the  tolls  of  the  canal,  on  its  completion, 
will,  within  a  short  period,  pay  the  interest  on  our  entire  public  debt,  re- 
duced kB  it  will  be  by  sale  of  canal  lands  and  internal  improvement  and 
other  property.  The  House  will  perceive  how  important  to  the  credit  and  , 
ability  of  tiio  State,  to  pay  her  debts,  is  the  completion  of  this  work. 

Again,  the  completion  erf*  this  work  will,  in  the  opinion  of  your  commit- 
tee, add  millions  to  the  taxable  property  of  the  State,  and  increase  her 
ability  to  pay  taxes,  and  consequently  lessen  the  rate  of  taxation.  The 
Erie  canal  was  completed  in  1825 — for  the  ten  years  next  preceding  its 
completion,  the  real  and  personal  property  of  the  State  had  decreased 
from  $28i.255,r33,  the  amount  assessed  in  1815,  to $263 ,427,846,  amount 
assessed  in  1825;  showing  a  decrease,  in  ten  years,  of  $17,827,777.  The 
increase  for  the  ten  years  nitx  subsequent  to  its  completion,  was  from 
$2^3,427,346,  to  $528,576,379:  showing  an  increase  of  more  than  one 
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bwidred  per  ceixt  in  ten  y ear8»  The  proportional  increase  in  Illinois 
would  be  still  more  rapid  in  consequence  of  the  influence' this  great  work 
would  have  upon  emsgration.  The  aggregate  wealth  and  taxable  proper- 
ty would  be  most  rapidly  increased  by  the  introduction  of  men  and  capi- 
tal from  abroad.  'I'he  facilities  for.  market,  created  by  the  canal,  would 
result  in  the  immediate  and  dense  settlement  of  the  entire  section  of  the 
State  bordering  on  the  canal  and  Illinois  river,  which  is  but  a  continua* 
tion  of  the  canal,  and  its  rich  soil  would  be  brought  into  tramediifte  cuiti- 
Tation.  The  value  of  the  products  of  this  entire  section  would  be  incrcas* 
ed  from  one-third  to  one-half,  by  opening  this  avenue  to  market.  Emi- 
gration  would  flaw  in,  real  estate  wopid  rise,  and  the  aggregate  value  of 
the  property  in  tlfc  State  would  be  increased  to  an  extent  scarcely  to  be 
appreciated. 

Here  then  is  a  work  requiring  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  to  com- 
plete, and  when  completed,  it  will,  first,  add  at  least  three  millions  to  the 
value  of  canal  property  and  make  it  marketable.  Second,  it  will  yield  a 
revenue,  within  a  few  years,  equal  to  the  annual  interest  of  ten  millions 
of  public  debt*  Third,  it  will  add  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  millions  to 
the  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the  State. 

Such  is  the  importance,  in  a  financial  view,  of  the  finishing  of  the  canaly 
as  one  of  the  resources  by  which  our  public  debt  is  to  be  paid. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  we  would  recommend  that  all  the  pro- 
perty belonging  to  the  internal  improvement  systqm,  the  forty  thousand 
acres  of  land,  and  the  Mercdosia  railroad,  apd  ,  the  two  hundred  and  ten 
thousand  apres  lately  received  from  the  United  States,,  be  valued  at  a  fair 
and  reasonable  valuation,  and  sold  for  bonds  and  s,crip.  In  this  way  we 
believe  the  debt  may  be,  honorably  and  honestly,  very  considerably  re- 
duced, and  the  burthens  of  the  people  relieved.  Vour  committee  believe 
that  the  legislation  now  in  progress  will  relieve  the  State  from  the  bank 
bonds  and  debt.  If  then  we  can  liquidate  and  extinguish , the  bank  bonds 
and  debt,  diminish  the  internal  improvement  debt  by  the  sale  of  property, 
provide  means  for  the  completion  of  .the  canal,  and  thus  obtain  a  perma- 
nent spurce  of  large  revenue,  we  shall  relieve  the  State  from  her  embar- 
rassments, and  at  no  very  distant  period,  be  able  to  relieve  the  people  from 
taxation  to  pay  the  expanses  of  government.  But  it  isf  for  the  interest  of 
the  people  to  strain  every  nerve,  to  make  aUnos^  any  sacrifice  to  obtain 
means  to  put  the  canal  in  operation.  A  bill  has  been  submitted  to  the 
House,  by  the  appropriate  committee,  to  obtain  money  to  complete  this 
work.  The  success  of  that  pjroject  depends  upon  the  State  doing  nothing 
to  forfeit  or  shake  confidence  abroad^  in  her  integrity  and  disposition  faith- 
,  fully  to  fulfil  her  obligations  to  the  full  extent  pt  her  ability.  This  confi- 
dence is  to  be  retained  as  well  by  our  actioi^s  as  hy  declarations  and  reso- 
lutions. This  brings  us  to  consider  the  question,  whether  the  State  should 
reduce  the  present  rate  of  taxation.  This  is  a  question  of  great  difiicul- 
ty,  and  to  which  we  have  given  the  mos|;  careful  examination.  We  under- 
stand and  appreciate  the  difliculty  in  the  people's  paying  high  taxes  at  the 
present  time;  we  know  the  embarrassments  under  which  the  people  are  la- 
boring, from  the  want  of  a  market  for  their  agricultural  products,  and 
from  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium,  and,  while  we  arc  in  favor  of  tax- 
ing as  high  as  possible,  we  arc  aware  that  there,  is  a  point  beyond  which 
taxation  cannot  go.    If  the  present  rate  of  taxation  results  in  the  depre- 
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ciaiion  of  property,  or  in  causing  citizens  to  reniove  from  the  State,  or  in 
deterring  others  from  coming  into  it,  it  is  unquestionably  too  high,  and 
should  be  reduced.  But  the  present  rate  of  taxation  has  not,  so  far  as  we 
are  advised,  produced  such  results.  Tlic  rate  is  not  as  hSgh  as  ill  many  of 
our  sister  States.  » 

In  Indiana  the  State  tax  ha^s  for  several  years  been  forty  cents  on  the 
hundred  dollars/  In  1841,  the  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  that 
State  was  one  hundred  million  of  dollars,  and  the  tax  raised  was  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  which  there  was  a  poll  tax  of  seven- 
ty-five cents. 

Ohio  pays  a  still  higher  tax.  The  amount  of  taxable  property  in  that 
State,  in  .1840,  was  $112,037,861.  The  State  and  canal  tax,  <Stc,  was 
$562,993  68.  This,  including  school,  bridge,  town  and  alt  other  taxes, 
amounting  in  that  year  to  the  enormous  sum  of  f  1,770,161.  And  yet 
tbrre  is  not  and  has  not  been  a  more  prosperous  State  in  the  Union.       ' 

This  State  has  adopted  the  peculiar  provision  in  her  revenue  law,  that 
if  in  any  year  the  treasurer  perceives  that  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  the 
tax  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  accruing  interest  in  her  public  debt,  it  is 
made  his  duty  to  add  to  the  rate  an  amount  sufficient  to  do  so.  *  By  such 
vigorous  efforts,  this  noblo  State  has,  amidst  all  the  fluctuations  and  em* 
barrassments  of  the  times,  maintained  her  credit,  and  been  enabled  to  ob- 
tain money  to  complete  her  public  works*  Under  all  her  burthens  of  tax- 
ation she  has  outstripped  all  her  sister  States  in  their  progress  in  wealth 
and  population.  High,  taxation  has  not  impoverished  btit  enriched  her, 
because  it  has  been  judiciously  expended.  In  less  than  forty  yefsirs  hfer 
piypulation  has  increased  from  50,000  to  1,500,000. 

The  present  rate  of  taxation  in  this  S^ate  is  thirty  cents  on  the  hundred 
dollars,  ten  cents  of  which  is  set  apart  for  payment  of  interest  on  our 
debts,  and  caM)0t  be  used  for  any  other  purpose*.  The  twenty  cente  on 
the  hundred'doUars  will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  very  much 
more  than  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  and  pay  the  in- 
terest on  the  school,  college  and  seminary  fund.  The  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  government,  even  for  the  last  few  yetirs^  have  considerably  eiceed- 
cd  the  receipts. 

The  following  is  a  statement,  by  the  Auditor,  of  thd  Ordinary  receipts 
and  disbursements  for  the  last  eight  years: 

Year.  Ordinary  receipts.  Ordinary  disbursemerUs. 

-        .        -        .   $66,700 

.   •     .        ..  84,000 

-  335,000 

....   186,000 

...        -  177,114 

^        -  179,807 

.     87,959 


1S35 

. 

-  $70,100 

1836 

- 

-   79,000 

1837- 

-38 

-  117,000 

1839 

. 

-   61,700 

1840 

. 

.  106,320 

1841 

. 

-  103^065 

1842 

-  902,219 
$739,304 

$1,016,281 
Deduct  739,304 


Excess  of  expenditore  lot  the  last  eight  years  $276,977 
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This  statement  shows  the  importance  of  adopting  some  efficient  end 
permanent  system  of  revenue  for  the  future.  The  Auditor  estimates  the 
amount  of  Auditor's  warrants  in  circulation  in  April  next,  will  be  $l'i8,- 
898  26,  as  follows: 

Warrants  now  outstanding ^28,8^8  26 

Amount  necessary  for  the  expenses  of  the  Legislature  -  50,000  00 

To  pay  interest  on  school  fund,  salaries  &c,        -        -  50,000  00 

$128,398  26 

These  warrants  could  be  receivable  in  payment  of  taxes  and  thus  facili- 
tate their  collection,  and  relieve  the  people  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring^ 
gold  and  silver. 

The  taxable  property  of  the  Sta4e,  by  the  assessments  of  1841,  is  f  69^ 
831,419.  The  taxes  assessed  that  year  amounted  to  $210,445,  of  which 
only  $169,000  was  collected.  The  balance  went  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  collection,  or  allowed  as  credits  to  delinquent  tax-payers  or  was  levied 
on  real  estate,  sold  or  bid  in  by  the  State  for  taxes. 
The  revenue  for  1842,  is  estimated  at  -  -  -  $240,000  00 
Expenditures  of  that  year,  estimated  by  the  Governor  at     137,492  00 

The  average  amount  of  annual  expenditure,  will  not  exceed  (under  the 
spirit  of  economy  which  we  trust  \^ill  hereafter  be  adopted,)  for  five  years 
$135,000  per  annum. 

The  expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  may  be  greatly  diminished  and 
the  burthens  of  the  people  may  be  greatly  relieved,  by  cutting  down  the 
fees  of  officers  in  all  the  departments  of  the  Government;  to  effect  this 
object  the  committee  are  preparing  bills.  While  the  committee  are 
unwilling  to  do  any  thing  calculated  to  injure  the  credit  and  reputation  of 
the  State,  yet,  from  reviewing  the  whole  subject,  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee  havo'come  to  the  conclusion,  that  from  causes  which  are  temporary  in 
their  character,  arising  from  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  the  absence 
of  a  circulating  medium,  and  the  want  of  a  market  for  their  agricultural 
products,  that  the  people  cannot,  without  great  sacrifice  and  inconvenience, 
pay  the  present  rate  of  taxation.  They,  therefore,  recommend  a  tempo* 
rary  reduction,  and  at  the  same  time  a  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  the 
government 

The  committee  hope  that  the  causes  \yhich  compel  this  reduction  may 
be  of  short  duration,  and  that  as  soon  as  practicable  the  present  rate  shall 
be  adopted  and  continued  until  the  people  shall  be  relieved  fiom  the  bur- 
then by  the  revenues  of  the  canal,  and  by  the  disposition  of  the  property 
of  the  State  to  her  creditors.  By  this  course,  and  by  adopting  the  present 
rate  for  a  given  number  of  years,  we  shall  provide  for  the  current  expen- 
ses of  the  government,  and  have  a  constantly  increasing  surplus  to  be 
applied  to  the  reduction  and  eventual  extinction  of  the  debt.  The  reap 
sons  why  it  should  be  permanent  are  these — it  would  create  confidence 
in  our  integrity;  it  would  encourage  emigration.  The  great  mass  of  emi- 
grants who  are  diverted  from  our  State,  are  operated  upon  by  two  rea- 
sons; the  feai  of  the  disgrace  and  evil  of  repudiation  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  hand  the  fear  of  oppressive  taxation;  ev^rr  mechanic,  every 
farmer,  every  capitalists,  would  then  know  precisely,  what  rate  of  taxation 
he  would  have  to  pay,  and  he  could  easily  compare  the  rate  of  taxation 
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in  this  and  other  States,  and  this  rate  woald  compare  ihvorably  with  that 
of  several  other  States. 

The  amount  received  from  taxes  would  increase  very  rapidly,  by  the 
iDcrease  of  taxable  property,  especially  after  the  completion  of  the  canal; 
the  amount  of  taxable  lands  will  also  be. greatly  increased  durii^  the  next 
five  years.  The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  acre^  of  land  in 
this  State^  sold  by  the  United  States,  compiled  from  the  reports  of  com- 
missioners of  the  General  Land  Office: 

In  1836  ....        3,199,708.64    acres 

1837  ....        1,012,489.10      ^ 

1838  ....  778,5l».3-i      « 

1839  ....  752,158.99      **. 
Thefe  lands  will  become  taxable  five  years  after  their  days  of  sale, 

respectively.    The  aggregate  amount  to  become  taxable  in  the  State^ 
according  to  statement  of  Auditor,  is  as  follows: 

In  1843  ....     14,271,000        acres 

1844  ,  .  .  •      15,000,000  " 

1845  ....      16,132,876  ** 

We  are  confident  that  the  adoption  of  the  system  recommended,  will 
result  in  the  State  obtaining  money  on  the  security  proposed  to  com« 
plete  the  canal,  maintain  our  honor  and  ultimately  relieve  the  State  from 
debt,  it  will,  without  oppressive  taxation,  extricate  us  from  overwhelming 
difficulties,  preserve  our  name  untarnished,  complete  our  canal  and  add 
millions  to  the  taxable  property  of  the  State.  Should  the  State,  6y  a  gen- 
eral and  permanent  reduction  of  taxation,  induce  the  world  to  believe  that 
she  never  intends  to  pay,  our  canal  cannot  be  completed,  its  property 
will  depreciate,  we  shall  sink  deeper  and  deeper  into  debt,  interest  will 
accumulate  upon  principal,  until  the  load  becomes  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
State  to  sustain,  and  actual  or  passive  repudiation  is  inevitable  and  una* 
voidable. 

We  are  aware  that  it  requires  some  sacrifice,  much  patriotism  and  a 
stem  regard  for  duty  and  their  obligations,  to  induce  the  people  to  adopt 
and  pursue  the  policy  recommendid;  but  we  believe  they  are  willing  to 
make  the  sacrihde,  and  that  they  have  patriotism  and  a  love  of  justice 
adequate  to  the  occasion.  A  crisis  has  arrived  hi  the  financial  history  of 
Illinois;  we  have  awakened  from  the  delusions  of  the  paat;  our  future  des* 
tiny  depends  upon  our  present  determination.  If  the  State  will  arouse 
every  energy,  put  forth  all  her  strength^  it  is  not  too  late  to  rescue  her 
from  the  abyss  of  bankruptcy  and  degradation  into  which  she  has  been 
tending;  but  if  we  allow  our  energies  to  be  paralyzed  by  despair  or  indif- 
ference, we  are  lost  forever;  we  shall  float  down  the  current  until  our  case 
is  desperate,  and  to  struggle  will  be  in  vain. 

We  have  as  a  State  almost  inexhaustable  resources,  rich  capabilities, 
and  it  needs  only  honesty,  wisdom  and  economy  to  save  us  from  the  dan- 
gers  which  are  gathering  around  us;  but  while  we  hesitate  or  do  nothing, 
time  flies  and  interest  accumulates.  Let  the  State  make  a  permanent 
reduction  of  taxes  and  it  is  vain  to  attempt  to  obtain  money  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  canal,  all  confidence  in  your  resolutions  and  declarations ^of 
honesty  is  gone  forever.  You  will  repudiate  practically  if  not  avowedly; 
you  will  be  shunned  by  all  honest  men;  your  best  citizens  will  seek  other 
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home?^;  public  and  private  debt  will  accumlilate,  and  ovierwhehning  niua 
and  disgrace  will  come  upon  a  State  capable  of  being  the  first  in  the  Union 
Take  the  other  course  and  all  will  be  welL  We  can  presenre  our  fame 
tmtarniifhed,  regain  our  credit,  and  at  no*  distant  day  exhibit  the  moet 
sublime  illustration  the  wprid  has  ever  witnessed  of  jlie  tmth  of  the  old 
maxim,  "that  honest  is  the  bestpollcy.'* 


Im-TKOIS  )  H.    R.  n3THA«8E*. 

fLtifiois.   )        ^  (IstSrssion. 


COMMUNICATION 

FROM 

THE   GOVERNOR, 

In  relation  to  iJie  mode  of  payif^g  the  contingent  e^nses  of  the  State   Gov- 

emmetiL 


JANUARY  12,  1843. 
Seed,  faidvD  tbe  tafaie,  and  cirderBd  to  be  prfDiad  for  the  uae  of  the  Semite. 


Executive  Department, 
.    Springfield^  January^  11, 1843. 
Tii^the  Sermtecnd 

House  of  Representdtites: 
1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  present 
mode  of  paying  the  contingent  expenses  of  tbe  Sbate  GovemmeLt,  and 
to  the  fact  that  gr^at  losses  are  sustained  by  the  State  in  consequence 
of  tfcie  ehofmous  prices  demanded  for  articles  indispensable  for  the  use 
of  the  two  houses,  and  the  public  offices.  It  is  by  lavir  made  the  duty 
of  the  public  officers  to  contract  for  fire-wood,  candles  and  stationery  for 
tbe  use  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  pay  postage  on  all  communica- 
tions received  at  the  post  office.  But  for  want  of  current  funds  in  the 
Treasury,  and  because  of  the  great  uncertainty  which  exists  as  to  wheth- 
er any  measures  will  be  adopted  to  replenish  the  Treasury,  it  has  been 
impossible  for  tbe  public  officers  ?o  procure  supplies  for  the  use  of  the 
Ltegislature,  or  to  procure  any  thing  to  be  done  for  the  State  without  giv- 
ing enormous  prices.  The  article  of  wood  alone,  of  which  a  great 
amount  is  necessarily  consumed,  could  be  purchased  with  cash  at  the  rate 
of  $1  75  per  cord;  but  in  the  means  of  payment  proposed  by  the  Slate,  it 
cannot  be  procured  for  less  than  $3  50.  Candles  can  be  purchased  witli 
cash  at  thirty-seven  and  one-half  cents  per  pound,  but  with  warrants  or 
depreciated  paper,  they  cannot  be  purchased  less  than  one  dollar  per 
pound.  Every  thing  else  in  like  proportion.v.  As  the  Government  of  the 
tjnitcd  States  will  receive  nothing  but  current  funds  in  payment  of  post- 
age, the  State  is  absolutely  without  the'means  of  getting  a  letter  out  of  the 
post  office  without  taking  Auditor's  warrants  or  depreciated  paper  from 
the  treasury,  and  exposing  them  in  market  for  what  they  will  brings  to 
raise  the  necessarv  funds.  From  the  very  necessity  of  the  case,  this  prac- 
tice has  been  tolerated  heretofore,  though  unauthorised  by  law,  but  will 
not  be  continued  after  the  General  Assembly  have  had  time  to  act  upon 
the  subject,  unlesa  the  practice  shall  be  continued  by  law.  No  letter,  not 
post  paid,  will  be  taken  out  of  the  post  office  addressed  to  any  department 


inq  2 

of  the  government,  after  the  adjourDment  of  the  Legislature,  unless  some 
other  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  payment  of  postage. 

The  contingert  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly  and  the  several  exe- 
cutive departments  are  very  considerable,  even  when  payment  is  made 
in  cash,  but  swell  to  an  enormous  sum  when  paid  at  the  price  demanded  in 
depreciated  paper  or  warrants.  The  people  have  fondly  looked  to  the  pre- 
sent session  for  a  very  considerable  reduction  of  public  expenditures,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  every  disposition  exists  on  the  part  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  accomplish  their  most  sanguine  expectations.  But  we  are 
really  in  danger,  /rom  the  causes  above  enumerated  and  others,  of  mak- 
ing the  expenses  of  this  session  far  exceed  those  of  any  former  session  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

I,  therefore,  recommend  that  if  any  action  is  to  be  had  at  this  session, 
to  put  the  finances  of  the  State  upon  a  sound  footing,  that  it  should  take 
place  immediately  before  further  expenditures  shall  be  made  at  the  ruin- 
ous prices  now  demanded. 

I  desire  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  sub- 
ject of  reduction  of  taxes,  and  to  ur^e  by  all  means  that  no  such  reduc* 
tion  shall  be  made  as  will  yield  an  inadequate  revenue.  Nothing  can  pos- 
sibly  be  gained  by  such  a  reduction,  but  the  State  must  necessarily  be 
a  great  loser.  If  the  revenue  shall  be  so  diminished  as  to  be  insufficient 
to  pay  the  current  expenses  it  is  obvious  that  the  State  must  pay  an  in- 
creased price  for  every  thing  ofa  contingent  character,  and  that  increased 
price  will  rise  Justin  proportion  as  the  revenue  shall  be  deficient 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  6lc^ 

THOMAS  FORD. 


Itmioi8>  H.  BL  513th  A^UM. 
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REPORT 


^o  whom  mai  referred  set^at  i^ihunicoHonsJhmfn  iJie  .Bank  4f  BKnm  dt 


llf:»i/  ^,     ^UiV 


%bad)  ]4!fl  otk  ^9  table,  aird  ottieM  to  bH :  ^riottd^ 


J     ■  /      '»  '. 


Ms;  AComntTvfroiDlfthe  09^  onOfNok^ i^od GorAorations^  fowhom 

..jHi. referred  tel^diaLcommuiMeaikHe  from^  tbd^tQanl^of  IUipoi3,at  ISb^w^ 
iii»flewii^  mmi^  ntsd,  serenl  muttera  rolatht^  Xq  (b^  currencj,  beg  leave  to 
iQake  thci'folkxwiog  gedeval  •      «  . 

■  .    .  -  .      .   REi?ORTft  ' 

*  The  sut^ectof  the  cnrreiiGy^  H  the  present  timev  is  one  of  great  and  ak 
orbing  fbteresf^to  the  people  K>f  this  natioAy  and  one  that^  in  the  opiaioq^ 
til  yoar  6ommitteey  demands  an  extensive  exposition.  Thervrbdleafimm 
of  the  coantry  ai^  in  disorder  and«Bibarrab9nniint,«hd  it  is  anij  byknow«i 
ing.t^^h«tur6  and  iMTletit  of  the^dhea^e,  thatwe  dax^'  ^is^ly  apptyja  jemn 
6C^.  ^  T^ere  ^^e  no  people  on  ther  hfEibitabiis  ^abe  so  highly  tevorbd.  byi 
flftture  {^  tde  people  <rf  tliesd  Utiited  fikates-^none  that  enjoy  in  greatft 
er'&bundam^  ail  the  ^l^iheat^'^  productive  wea)dr.  A  population  of 
^erehteen  miinons  of  people,  enjoying  in  fed  simpl^^  a  vast  country  stretohtf 
irtR  ovef  the  tettipemte  son^,and  eittefading  irotathe  Atlamtic  to  the  Pn*^ 
dfib^'^-^epatated  from  the  tO|>tei¥tiens'ef  ttitt;  oU  Trorld  by.:a..vait  ooean^ 
and  enjoySttIg  uninterrupted  peak^  forTncre  tfaan  a  qnaurterof :a:  centiiry«*-t< 
wit)}  a'^altibtious  and:h^aIt{ifiil'eliiD«te«*^a  soil  piodncitig  allUhe  necessa^ 
lies  arid  tdxth^esef  iif^iti  rieh  nbundfiqoe^:  and  inifnishitig staple  pipduett^ 
coyhiAandtti^  th<5  rt^rk^t*  of  the  iw)rkt*«.thc  bowels  of  the  *arth  te^emlngi 
vriA'  trOrtV  1^^?  coal,  tUii  cv%ii^ viiriety iof  ttsbful  anneral^ntermin^ble 
f^sts,  Vie>ldtng  InfexhsRidtibtQ  sapf^qs  of  timber-^tbe  soil  irrigated  by  the : 
dctUedt  -riVenf  and^  thelargest  lak^ty-  f urnishii^  na/toral  ohanfiek  of  com* 
rh^r^alibtkrcoiir^  hnd  'supplyingiwater.powdnsuffidenit'forrthenaEMftfiu^f 
"':  ;   M    •— M)'^    .^,       '  •■     •       .1     •,. ,  .,  ,        .  ^     .  ... 
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tares  of  the  world — with  the  richest  fisheries,  the  nurseries  of  myriads  of 
mariners,  and  the  noblest  harbors  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  and,  ia 
short,  with  the  greatest  capacity  for  eife|Cf  ffoduction  capable  of  render* 
ing  us  great  and  prosperous  m  peace,  and  formidable  in  wan    In  additi<N!i 
to  all  these^  with  a  government  simple  and  economical  in  its  structure,  aP 
fording  unlimited  scope  to  the  freedoq[>)  and  energies  of  its  citizens,  and 
institutions  wisely  calculated  to  nourish  and  develope  every  noble  and  el- 
evated principle  of  our  nation.     A   population  of  seventeen  millions  of 
people,  .ttn6tfyp|c^§cLiil  gfP9i9,.  energf  ^^  |idyatry,  emoviiig^aU  tbese  ad- 
vantages, with  all  the  improvements  in  the  arts,  and  all  the  discoveries  in 
science — the  lords  and  sovereigns  of  the  country  and  the  laws — owing  no 
i^legianc^e  to^  roya)  profligaf^y^  c^d  free  from  servile  de.p,eodence  on  a  gor- 
geous hi^f^rchv,9r  aJi  iniperious  feudal  aristocracy,  piesehts  to  the  imagi- 
nation a  combmauon  of  national  ffesburce^  for'^ich  tire  records  of  na- 
tions has  no  parallel.     Is  the  condition  of  the  people  commensurate  with 
these  unbounded  privileges?    The  very  reverse  is  the  fact;  we  are  sur- 
rounded now,  in  a  period  of  -pfofeund  peaee,  with  bankruptcy  and  min; 
public  and  private  credit  are^  pifo$trat^  w^  character  for  honor  and  in- 
tegrity impaired,  ell .t^e.gfeoJt interests  pf  tb^  ^o^ntry  di)pressed  to  an  un- 
exampled extent,  property  depreciated  to  the  lowest  vatue,  and  a  sad  de- 
generacy of  morals  pervading  community/    Results  like  these  have  oc- 
curred periodically  since  the  commencement  of  our  government,  arising 
froin  powerfiil  but  latent  causes,  deranging  the  natural  operations  of  trade 
and  <^ommere^;  afid' t6ai^tei'aJc«ing  thd  6^iiifio^ti^ects:natnially'  flowing 
from  our -in^titiitionsi'    Vo»rcommittoe  hweendea^ewed  toi;traee  theai 
eauscs  to  theh' soured,  and  dfcv^l6pe  thoir^ency4nr*thi»geiM!aldflraBgQ» 
ment  of  the  business  of  the  country.    To  iracetiiexaiiaesof  itbe  rmmiif 
and  degradation  of  the  masses  of  the  peoole  in  monarchal  countries,  es- 
pecially in  England,  is  no  diffictiiTt  task;    I'hey  arise  from  the  structux'e  of 
their  institutions.     They  are  the  direct  consequences,  of  their  royal  and 
aristttCFitiic  ^e^tabiiehikiettts;  tbo  iwt  expenfes  of  thdr  anpy,  navy^  ^d 
gorgeous  church leatablishmept,  their  aine^re  and  pension. s^s^emsy  theijc 
wars,  naikionat  debts,  and  high  tariffs,  with  all  the  corruptions,  incident  Ip 
aach  institutions.    The  people  of  that  £ne .  eountiry  are  taxed  to  the 
amoant  df  ncariy  $300^000,000  a  yeaf  jfor  the  ^qpp^rt  |of  .gi)ven>in^t» — 
In  addition  to  this,  the  agriculturist  pays  higb  renty  fiyeragiog  £rom  $5  to 
$10  per  acre  per  admim,  for  the  ase  ofi  the  lao^*  tod.CHie^tenm  of  the  an- 
ikua)  productions  to  th^  dergy.     These  are  vast  bi|rtben«,  astonishing  the 
mind  by  their  magnitude,  and  the  almost  aOperhoman  industry  and  ingenu- 
ity by  which  they  are  sustaitied.    We  have  na  royal  nor  feudal  aristocrat 
^y  nor  established  ehtirch  to  a«ppoft<^-^tbe  ei^penses  of  our  army  pnd  navy 
are  bat  a  trifle  in  comparison— Hour  ^vars^ate  few  and  det>t  insignificant — 
our  sc41  is  the  proper^  of  its  occupiU)t9»  and  the  ^hole  expenses  of  sup- 
porting all  our  National  and  State  governments  need  not  exceed  $60,00&- 
000  a  yciar.    These  are  vast  and  incalculable  advantages  enjoyed  by  oar 
people.    How  happens  it,  then,  that  a  people  enjoying  advantages  for  the 
aequisition  of  wealtii,  greatness  and  prosperi^,  infinitely  superior  to  those 
of  the  most  powerful  nations  in  the  world,  should  be  laboring  under  em- 
barfassoient  and  distress,  and  their  social  condition  subject  to  all  the  evils 
which  afflict  the  rapacious  governments  of  Europe.    Tbese  are  porten* 
tious  questions  demanding  the  serious  reflection  of  every  individual  in 


commuottjr'.  Thc.aijsWfer  ik 'to  !)e  fotmd  toihfe  fact,  tlrtrt  here,  as  \?«H  aii 
there,  the  Indukrjr'bf  the  njany  is  apphipriated  for  the  benefit  dfthe  few, 
<yrad  the  poet  sayis,  ... 

<*  »Tfa  trub  itj  evcrf  solJ,  that  tfiey  wt6  think  shalt  gbVern,  (ptinder)  tfto^  Who  toiI> 

The  CRusei  are  to  6e  found  in  unequal  and  unjust  laws,  confcrribg  poWert 
and  privileges  on  favored  pursuits  and  classes,  Ihcompatibte  with  tlie  gen- 
eral Welfare.  Privileged  nobilities  liere^as  in  Europe  i  are  apprOpriaUng 
to  themselves,  without  labour  or  tbil,  the  ^rbc^eds  of  the  industry  of  th« 
people.  Out  revolutionary,  fathers  abolished  tfie  laws  of  entail  and  primo- 
genitute^  ancl  thereby  imagined  they  had  'placed  an  insuperable  barrier 
agaihist  concentration  of  property^  ^6,  howevei-^have  deviled  in6ahs,ihrQtgb 
the  agency  of  corporations,  of  concentrating  the  lar^st  amounts  of  pro- 
perty and  wealth,  and  of  holding  and  transmitting  it  mpcrpetwity.  '  They 
abolished  hereditary  ranks  and  made  orovision  agkinst  a  titled  nobility.— 
W^  have  created  the  nobles  withput  the  title — we  oihit  the  shadow  but  re- 
tain the  substance — ^^we  have  not  only  th6  mo^t  numerous  but,al^d,  th« 
most  powerful  body  df  nobles  thafnow  exist  or  ever  existed  in  any  coun-r 
try  on  eairth,,  endowed  by  law  with'^rivllegeigreitefr  than  were  evfer  be- 
fore conferred  6i  any  body  of  mien.  What  aristocratic  privilege  was  ev- 
er equal  to  that  of  controlling  t^e  cui*rebcy  Of  seventeen  millions  of  psb- 
ple  and  making  money  plenty  'or  scarce  at'  pleasure  t  What  p(rivileg4 
could  be  compared  to  that  of  contfolting  the  value  of  all  the  *  property  in 
the  natioii.  and  Raising  or  falling  prices  at  pleasure;  o/ controlling  the  cred* 
it  of  every' man  in  the  nation  and  raising  knd  depressing  it  at  pfe&suref 
What  privilege  could  be  compared  to  that  of  making  money  out  of  noth- 
ing anddlmbst  without  limit,  and  loaning  it  at  usurious  rates  of  fnterestt — 
Such  are  soipe  of  the  privileges  conferred  on  oiir  bankers  by  law,  compar- 
ed to  which  the  feudal  privilege's  of  the  barons  of  other  days  and  other 
lands  wero  mere  insignificant  baubles.  ^  It  is  these  privileges  which  have 
caused  and  now  cause  our  anomalous  condition,  and  it  is  to  them  that 
your  committee  now  wish  to  direct  your  attention.  We  have  nine  hun- 
dred of  these  banks  scattered  over  trie  land,  every  one  a  fabricator  of  pa- 
per money,  and  a  very  large  portion  of  them  in  a  state  of  suspension  or 
bankruptcy;  their  notes  in  circulation,  which  were  taken  by  the  people  at 
par,  depreciated  10, 15, 30,  or  60  per  cent,  making  an  aggregate  loss  of 
millions  to  the  community.  Each  of  them  has  the  privilege  by  law  of  is-, 
suing  three  dollars  in  paper  for  every  dollar  of  specie  paid  m,  and  of  loan- 
ing it  to  the  public  at  7  or  9  per  cent.,  and  of  entering  into  cpmpetition 
with  the  citizens  in  the  various  pursuits  of  trade,  with  the  vast  advantage 
of  being  the  fabricators  of  their  own  capital.  The  interest  of  the  money, 
if  loaned,  would  amount  to  20  or  27  per  cent,  on  the  capital  paid  in,  ad- 
mitting the  capital  to  be  fairly  paid,  and  the  issue  three  lo  one,  which  is 
rareiy,  if  ever,  the  case.  In  the  formation  of  bank  capitals,  very  little  real 
money  is  ever  paid  beyond  the  first  and  second  instalments;  the  balance 
is  secured  l>j  the  promissory  notes  of  the  stockholders  or  pledges  ofstock, 
and  when  a  further  demand  is  made  they  borrow  firom  the  oank  itself  and 
pay  in  its  own  notes  all  future  instalments.  Thus,  very  little  but  paper 
enters  into  this  formation  of  bank  capitals,  and  hence,  when  a  run  comes 
for  specie,  suspension  is  inevitable.  The  capital  of  the  first  bank  of  the 
United  States  was  ten  Dodllions,  and  of  this  sum  little  more  was  ev^r  paid 
in  specie,  says  Dr.  Bolman,than  half  a  million.  Of  the  second  United  States 


cause  that  we  must  nuiialy  attfibuU  all  the  dcraocements  and  fluctuatioDf 
in  the  currency  ai^d  business  of  the  country,  for  which  we  are  so  lamentar 
biy  proverbial,  and  which  h^ve  spread  rum  and.  distress  and  emt^rass- 
ment  like  k  blight  over  the  surface  of  community*     Under  the  ope;ratioDi 
of  our  banking  institutions  no  business  is  p^ivnanent,,no  property  fecure, 
no  investment  safe,  no  calculation  of  prudence  and  industry  a  cuanuitj 
against  the  mutations,  the  fraoids,'  the  bankruptcies  and  defalcations  coiw 
sequent  on  the  system.    AU  business  is  a  lottery,  aU  the  property  gf  com* 
munity  a  prize,  while  the  bankers  and  brokers  play  their  bills  andjiotes, 
like   gamblers'  cards,  for  the  vast  stakes  of  the  wealth  and  industry  of 
the  community.  'Over  these  operations  morality  l^as  lost  its  control  and 
law  its  sanction*    The  restraints  of  the  one  are  contemned,  and  of  the 
other  feeble  as  the  gossamer  web«    The   law  authorizes  them  to  make 
bank  notes^  and  )mnk  notes  will  purchase  estates  and  property.    They, 
by  these .  frieans,  get  hold  of  the  property  of  the  community,  and  wbeo 
called  on  to  redeem  their  bills  they  suspend.     They  secure  the  property, 
and  their  obsequious  servatits  in  th^  Legislatures,  sanctioqt  their  susp^nsioD 
and  spread  the  mantle  of  law  over  their  iniquity;  meanwhile  they  coot 
tinue  circulating  their  bills* till  they  depreciate  K)rjty»  fifty  or  sixty  per  cent, 
they  then'  buy  them  up  foi'  a  trifle,  and  when  they  are  nearly  all  called  in, 
th^y  resM^e  sj^eeie  :pfeiynl6nts,feiftefr  robbing  the>  contoiuYiity  of  miffions; 
th«y  then  ctotnmence  reiieiying  ffie  people  by  issuirig  their  bills  in  greater 
abiiddiEtnce,>Wtth'ihf«ti|aded  means  of  {dander,  ubtll  they  hate  got  &"  suffi- 
cient amount  afloat,  another  large  haul  of  property  secured,  to  suspend 
agbinf,  have  th^ir  rascality  again  legalizeid,  to  bily  up  their  own  'bilfs  again 
fit  a  ruinous  dis^^oont^  and  tfgain  mn  round  the  same  cirelef  of  svrindJing, 
fraud,  villailv  and  plunder.    Thiols  a-  truth  of  which  iliis  State  and  na- 
lion-bdrve  bac)  th6  most  powerful  experience  for 'fivo  years jkist; 

The  constant  tendency  of  banks, 'saysi  Nicholas  Biddle,  is  to  tend  too 
fhifcK,  and  puttdo  many  notes  inicirculatioh,*nd  the  sdme  notorious  fl^ian- 
ciersaidi  that  the  gredt  cause' of  tb^  distress  of  1828,  was  overtrading. 
caused  by  over-bankift^.  Now=it  is  proper  to  undt;rstand  that  a  constant 
and  invariable  result  <»  increasing  the  amount  of  the  circulating  medium 
fn^a  country,  is  t6  increase  the  prices  of  alt  the  comijiodities  ib  the  coon- 
tryi  arid  this  increase  bears  a  cloite  ratio  lo  thfe'  incfeo^  »f'  the  currency. 
If  «n  the  money  .iti  thd  coohfry  was  doaMeid  td-moi-row,  eteiy  thine  el8« 
remaining  ihe  sam^,:thb  'prices  of  letwry  ispeefe^  of  proper^  would  be 
dbuWed  iri  consequence,  and  the  contrtry.  This  is  an  invariable  law  of 
trade  and  currency;  all  the  property*  in  the  country  is  represented  by  * 
certain  amount  bf  money,  each  part,  every  bosbel  or  pound  for  instancot 
is  fepreiented  by  ar  corresponding  portion  of  money;  now,  if  the  whole 
aWddrifbf.  money  re{>resfentlng  this  property  be  doubled,  it  is  clear  tbat 
e^ery  bushel  or  ^omnl  will  be  rcpres^ted  by  a  doubled  portion,  timi  It, 
it  will  be  worth  donblo  as  much  as  i*  was  befdt^.  Now,  wh^n  'fte  banto 
increase  th^ir  circulation  high  nofnuiiial  prtces  are  the  imrtiediate.  conse- 
quences, every  thing  rises  in  apparent  value;  the  farmer  getsbi^J* 
[Prices  for  his  produce,  and  the  merchant  atid  manu'acti\rer  fbr  Iheif  goods; 
ever}*  thing  has  the  appearance  of  prbspertty*!  riultttodes  rush  to  the  banks 
and  enter  ihto  sp^ulations  on  borroT^ed  citpital;  evdi^y  thing  ii  ift  a<^' 
ty  and  motion,  eveiy  investment  is  jprofttabk^,  and  all  men  ar^  stiitiuhted 
by  the  desire  of  gain  to  leave  the  nelds  of  patient  industry  and  seek  for 


wealt^.in  ?oine  ippre;COtppendu|us  if^y;.  the,  floyr  p^r3^it^  pf  j^pqltur^^ 
arie  neglected;  profligacy  and  extravagance  becoinejf;ishiopable,  and,  intox^^j 
acatfjUwith  the  dely^iye  appearance  of  prosperity,  Vast  amounts  of  debts 
are  contracted,  to  be  met  py  the  anticipated  retiirni  of  thege  3p6cul?it:bnSrf| 
The  high  prices  thus  produced,  and  the  habib  of  luxury  and  pomp  engen-. 
dered,  induce  large  importations  of  fprei|;n  goods,  to, be  sold  at  ^our  infla- 
ted prices,  anil  as  they  wil!  not  take^  our  name  notes  In  pdlyment^  nor  pur- 
chase goods  at  ouc  high  prices  in  return^  these  imports  must  be  paid  £>r  in 
specie.     The  banks   are  then  jcalled  on  ai^   specie  is  exported.  ,  Being 
thus  d^rired  of  th6^,b»9S  of  biisinewi  Ihey  aire  cortopi^llecf  to  contfapt  ibeir 
circulation,  to  collect  their  dejbts,  and  dimihl^'h  their  accomhiodatiODs  to 
the  public,  ax^l  ruin  all  those  ilrho  engaged  in  business  on  borrowed  capi» 
taU    fficcs  now  iall  as  r%pidl^-a$  tbey-roso  bef9re,  myriada  of  persons 
ore  precipitated  from  fancied,  wealth  to  hopde8S|K>verty,  bankrtiptcies 
abound, and  ruio  and  embarrassment  involve  the  Wb^le  comuiunity.  .  Wo 
ta  tbosQ  who  got  in  debt  during  the  period  of  exj^nsion.    These  debts 
aretiow  to  be  paid  when  property  is  depreciated  to  its  lowest  value.    Thet 
relation  between  the  valiie  of  property  and  money  at  the  time  6f  ibe  con- 
tract is  entirely;  changed,  and  thus  four  or  five  times  the  amount  of  prop- 
erty contracted  for  will  now  be  required  to  pay  the  debt.    This,  howcv^ 
er,is  the  golden -era^ of  the  bankers ;-  as ) the  whole  comoiunity  becattie  in- 
debted to  them  dhring  the  period  of  pcbeperity,  they  are  now  conipe^ledl 
to  pay  when  money  is  unattainable^  .'  The  brinks  commence  rtLpMcoM^c- 
tioas,  salts  are  instituted,  'judgments  and  executions:  follow^  'and  the  t^mJ^ 
estate  and  pibp^rty.  of  the  conHtry  :are  thus  transferred-  to  bankers  and  < 
brokers  for  theporppse  of  paying  debtsoreatcd  d)y  the-issue  of  pieces  of 
w6rthless  paper,  during  tfaie  mge  of  'speculation.        '      •  ,    '      * 

It  is  evident,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  under  afiiotuatingi 
currency  like  oufs  some  m6asMres  8houkl>  be  adopted  to  graduate  the 
amount  and  value  of  debts  according  to  the  mutations' of  the  currencv. 
As,however^this<haB  tidtbeen  dbne,  and  is  attended  with  muehdiffiouhy^ 
every  expansion'  &ord. contraction  robs  the.  creditor  ordebtor  party  of  a 
oorrespondiog  portioh'of  his  debt*  This  is  one  ^f  th^gre^tent  evils  at-f 
tending  a^paper  currency*  Thne,  if  the  amount  of  t]^  circuiatiriff  medium* 
be  doubled,  it  is  taafamouQt  to  a:disch«rge  of  one  half  of  alid^^ts,  and  if 
the  ciroidatioh  be  dtmliMshed  one  halfwit  is  equivalent  to  d^uUiiig  every' 
man^sdebt.  .  .i 

•  .Hcttce  we  ^an.'  form*  some  obinion  of  tbe  stkipendoin  poiver  of  our 
baa^s.  They  oanissoetheir  bitlfc  fftolyiand  crdite  good  times,  itnd  get 
the  whole  business  community  in  debt;  they  then  i^l^brfth^fspecid' 
and  otfttlrafit'  theit-  clronlataod  and  Irendcr  fnoncy  ^Exceedingly-  scarce  of 
almost  impossible  to  obtain^  aod'then  niahe  a; '  forced  collection i of  thetaf 
d^bta.  Bv^i'y  one  must  see  that  underisticHwonmstances  the  wealth  and* 
property  df  the  coufittry  nuiuat  idl'intli  tteirhandS)  and  the  people  be  im* 
poverished  by  a  myAerioas  procen  wbieh  but  few  of  them  ctmiprehend. 
Again vbaving the  power  to  make  money. plenty,  or* scarce  and  proper^' 
dear  or  cheap  at.ptejysuroythey  havd  greater  fadKties  tiian  tbe'^atnbieri 
with  marked  cardsf  for  swindliilg  the  public*  When  property  <it  Tow  and 
they  are-'deteriiuned  to  expatKl,they  buy  «p  ^property  stocks  and  make- 
mvetiinent^  and.wbela  thmtk^  have  raised  me  maddening  excitement* 
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at  ia  raiie  prieea  sUtjTi  sev^^  Of  oae  hundred  per  c#<it««t^fi  excess  U 
equal  to  ^o  mocbboiiiitf  given  te  the  forei^  ni[$iBufaQJtHiier. .,  Whpever 
wiU  copipaveiour  bwk^cirjculiUdoa  for  8kfieneaQt^;fkar*'Wi,y^;,Q^^^ 
andeiLDorts  wiU  Me  el^ooce  the  iatimat^  e<mpectiqa  betiWeeo  th^im— how 
tbey  actftttd  re-»etOQ  ea^cJ;' oth^r-   . 

Uie  iahlei  of  corti^Mrce^dr  dan  up  by  fht  Treamfy  Dq^MfHeHty  fwhH^  th4 


Year. 


1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 


Bank  circiilation. 


.  f  110,000,000 

69,000,000 

.    ..       74,000,000 

1       62,000,000' 

.i4,863|344 


imports. 


$14^03^00 

99,250,000 

181,750,000 

67,lS3,00a 


:i*-aJ 


"'Ifoti 


ports. 


|81,9i20)453 

87,671,569 

93,281,133 

70,V4a^2l 

^ .  6p,69 1*669 


The  effect  of  orir  bank  rfrCu^tloh  on  th^  InrtpoHi  is  hene  Wearly  mani- 
fest  In  iSro  the  currency  was  more  inflated  than  at  any  ibriner  poric>d. 
Our  imp6rts  increased 'frohfi  one  hundred  and  ihfrteett' millions  in  1815*  to 
one  hundred  and  fortjr-seved'  millions  in  I8t6,  Vhf)e  our  exports  were 
only  eighty-itWQ  milliohs»  making  a  balance  agAin^t  us  of  «ixty-frre  *  mil- 
FiOns.  This  Vas  followed  by  a  cTon traction  of  the  clixiilation  to  sitty-ninW 
millions,  and  of  imports  t6  nin^ty-hlne  millions.  '  But  the  excessive  issue» 
of  the  United  States  Bunk  increased  the  cifculation  ih  1818  to  seventy- 
foul*  millions,  and  the  imports  raised  toohe  hiindred  "^nd  ttrcnty^ne  mil* 
lions.  Our  imports  during  1816  and  thci  three  $ubsejq(ient  years  was  four 
Ijtundred  andfittyifive  millions,  while  our  exports  amountedto  only  threer 
hundred  apd  thirty-three  millions,  Idarit^g  il  balanre  to  be  fiitid  tn'speci©* 
These  vast  importation^  caused  a,  run  for  specie,  atid  the  circdfatidn  Was 
reduced  dtiring  1819  to  Jbrty-fdur  rtiillions,  and'  the  imptyrtations  to* 
seven ty-fobr  tnillions,  and  a  general  embarrassment  and  distress  was  the 
consequence.  Mr;  Crawford,  speaking  of  this  peHod,  says:  **As  there  is 
no  recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nations  of  the  reduction  of  a  cur- 
rency so  rapid,  so  but  few  Examples  have  ocdnrred  M"'dfitre«s  ao  general.*** 
This  tboft*  place  under  the  United  States  !l^ank.  '* 

Let  its  now  look  iat  the  effdctfeof  oiir  currency  at  d  triors  tttent  period* 
During  the  twelve  y^^rs  su<iSBeditj;g  1840  ohfWrency  approximated  to 
the  EngKsb  standard,  and  the  average  difference  bdtween  oui^  imports 
and  exports  did  not  exceed  five  miUions  of  dollars.  '^Inf*lt332'  the  expatn 
sibo  began; 


Vear, 

Circulation. 

Tmpurts. 

1:832 

.  $59,000,6100 

.,        $li^\fif9iteQ 

.    :«87,1T6,943 

.    ia33 

65,500,000 

,    108,418,311       . 

90il40,433 

1834 

94,839,570 

'      '•  126,521,335 

'       104,336,973 

1K36 

•  103,692,495 

149,895,749       ^ 

121,693,577 

1836 

140,301,038 

189^980,035 

19$»669,040 

1837 

149,185,890 

140,989,217 

■\m^.i 

1833 

116,138,910 

i  13,717,404 

^  1839 

)13«,1^0,S95    •  ' 

157,609,560 

'  •'*M18,»9,004       ' 

tt  [my 

.  ,FrQP  iheso  tables  w^  fin4i^  t^vr^cy  iQcrei|9e<lirom  l^^S  to  1834, 
fromfifty-nipe  to nin(stj*four  noiiUon^fi^Ad  the  iiziporta incr^ase<i  from  one 
fcuid^red  and  one  toone;huf^<}rjOd  nipijd  twei^ty<^ix  |tnd  a  half  mil IjoDs;  from 
1834  to  183^  the  curreocy  was  increased  from  ninetyrfoar  to  one  hun« 
4red  «M)4  forty-o^iliions  ^n4  ,the  imports  raised  at.  the  sajme  time  from 
one  buiKlrcd.4Pd  twei^t^r^six  to,  q^e  h^nd^eda9d  eighljrAine  jmiiliofis.  In 
1837, t:he  iiQppr^4pf2r^^e4;aUhpi^Jt^l&  .^ipcu^tion  was  increased, ; tbU 
vftoowiM^tQ  tl>^,»u§pen8lpi>:^  n.  ; 

..  Wliiole  Imparts  frpq^  l^,U>  183?^  inclusive^  &15  mUlionSr      ' 
.    "      exports         .  ^ '; .      *'  .         *•        649      H 

,     Balance  to  l>e  paid  in  specie^  «  .«.      1^  • 

,U  was  thei  demand  9n  iq^  hanks  tP  pay  ^this  amount  of  sp^ie  that 
canned  .thesusi\enjBi(>n,and  no^  the  speciQ  circular  or  tb€»^. removal  of  the> 
depositee.    .-»..•  ).    •      • 

.  .The  hfiin)c  sufpensioi^  .was  inevitable  from  the  operation jof  natural, 
causes,  and,  would  ^^vq  taken  jpl^f;e  in  1834  or  ]183$,  werO]  if,  pot^  fcgr  the^ 
sale  o(  ^tate  stocks  which,  kept  th^  exchange^^  in.  our  favor  aqd  pir^venr 
ted  a  demand  for  specie /rom  abroad*  ,        ,.  ^  |.  ,   ,  , 

Whole  ifnports  fri;^|ip,18i^2  to.  18??,  ii^Jlofiv^^)^?  millions.'  ,  . .  ] 
..  exports  ^    j   •  *S  ;"     .     .*•-..-.  .876     ,,^     •;      •..     , 

.;  '^  1.'"".  '.  »  .  ■  .  ,.  : 
t     Balance  to  b^  pajfi  io  «po<^,        r       ^    -    2ll 

It  is  ibU  vast  expanfipnoT  the  f!;urrency  tl>at  disabled  our  manafactu*^ 
rers  from  compfitition  with  fpreign  pations. ;  Thi^  high  prices  caused  by. 
our  Gurrencj  enabled  for^ners  to  glut  pur  markets  with  foreign  fabrics 
and  entailed  on  the  cou^tr;,^  det>t  of  pver^two  himdrod.  millionf  pf  doU 
lars-  By  reference  J^.^^  ^apr^e  tab^s  yr^  ficpl  that- ffpm  178?  toli839  tho 
whple  of  o^r  .^mfK>i^^  exc^d^cl'  our  expprte  by  $78l383^y69|iB.  Tbifti 
ei^prmoiuasum  it  ip^^rptb  a  hpuuty  paid  by -this  nation  to  foreign  ii^dustry 
fqr  our  deh^;j<^d  cvrrepjCy,  tbc.^hole  of  ^hich  pccuxr^d  during  the  exis- 
tepc^  of  pn  United  States  Baipb  except  $71,560471,  and  may  alU  e^icept 
tl^fkt  portion  which  ,wou)d  jqupcrue  trom  a  fair  profit  on  our  exports^oO; 
tf  uiy  p^aoed  as.  a  consequence  of  oi^r  bai^k  paper  inflations*  Jt  if  to>  this 
ti^e  /cause  twe  must  at^ribjt^  i\\e  extraordinary  fact  that  iH:  18^6  and  '7, 
iv^  wer^largeimpprters  pf  breadjstufisfrom  foreign  countries^— with  a 
fie^ial  clime  ai^  uo  JLlnu^^al  c^^use  of  sterility^  we  imported  tbe  li^^ter  yea^. 
3)99 1  »^9,  busbeViof  wheat.  To  this  spirit  of  extravtgapce,  j^kP^do  wa, 
qyfe.the  fact  tna^t  from) 1^34  to  183^9 inclurive,  w^Jmportod  wines,  to  tb« 
^unt  of  $17,4$,l,0^,^d  8ilk,s^$743i^l,884,  making  [on  both  articles  of 
luxury  a  sum  near^  one  hundred  qfiilliona  of  dqtlars. .  iBvery  inflation  of 
tjie ^yxTvexkcy  .beypnd  the  ratio  4)f  product^  and  currjQney  in  other,. cquni 
tfie^y  is  a  difi^t  tax  f^ofk  indusitry.  It  operates  by  increasing  the^costof; 
production.  It  drives  as  entirely  from  the  foreign  market,  and  pnablet ' 
A>reigncrs  to  updppseil  us  at  t^oose.  jUnder  this  stat^  of  things  commerce 
necessacily  bcqomes  crippled,  and  limitpd  solely  to  those :  great  staplef 
whic(i  are  indispensa^O'to  foreign  nations.  Its  effects  on  the  produoe  o( 
thpsesi^ple^  is  peculiarly. disastroifs.;  The  cotton,  the  tobacqo  and  rice 
r^ipns,  and  the  producers  of  pffefy  ^rticle^  A^hose  pric^  is  regulated  by 
ttvft.for^igi^  iind  not  the  hpai|i^  fnarkpt,  suifl^Tall  the  eyib  of  thisi  fyst^Wi 
If ithput  one  circuinstai^  qfyO^tigi^tion^  .Th^  post  of  producing  and; 


growing' theirstopl^Sy'ibeir  ekp^iMie^or  fiViiig,  clothing,  ibterek  on  ciip« 
itftl,  ift  short  the  cost  of  every  iteihdf  ^odnction  ia  iticreaaed  in  propor* 
tionto  the  Inflatlonofthectfireiicj^  White  theprk?etheyireceiVefortheirp^- 
dUcts  is  ridgulated  by  the  demand  ih  the  hard  n^oiiey  countries  abrbAd.  If 
by  otir  bbAkMftatibnJdr}t^sliti^ce,«hec!6stof  pk^dycttbhiditexM 
per  cent.vthh  i^^^itiValenUb  a  tax  bf  thtit  afifiotiht  dti  th'(^p1tehter^#ftile  hb 
receiresndt  bile  cent  imirettscf  •k>rh{^  cotix^  kni  tol>'cict6abrbadi  '^e  ^- 
feet  is  to  render  his  culture  Qnprbfilabie.loitmiiitllHthefyidlintity^Jiyrbdcrc^ 
and  to  the  smn^'  ekl^iAr  the  ^poi-k,'  toIc6tnp^tiHn,ihdt^dV>r  teSnga 
profitable  purchaser  of  th^  manufactures  and  bVead  stuffiof  ;fl]fe  rest  of 
the  Union«  to  become  atnanufacturer  and  grain  grower  himself^  aad  thus 
produce  agricultural  a6d  manufacturing  cdthbetitioii.  t^uch  id  1IH6  inoY- 
itable'eflfedt  of  paper  ihdhey  bn  llhe  g^iekt  inteWst*  i6f«gricaltttre» 
cotonterce  aild  njiteufactui-bs.  To  decutti  tb^  prbsperlty  of  eacb  *6f  theni|' 
a  sound  currency,  corresponding  in  amount  with  the  currencies  6f  other 
dountrieSy'i^'incKspens'ably  ne^s^lry<  It  is  exdy  iti'see^lthat  #ifH  a  fixed 
ahd  soudd  cor r^licy,  With,  oui^  cKeap  latidsfy'bheiip  Water  D^o^er,  cheap 
iAacbtn(3ry,'ft'bundan<ie  of  raW  ihliterials,  and  th^  ktioiirQ  skill,  enlerprize 
and  ingenuity  of  our  people,  we  would  b^'^ible,  tiot  only  t6  secure  the 
home  market  )fi  lilfaiodt  every  brahtih  of  mllhuriifoiiMhg  ihdiM^y  without 
the  aid  of  tariffs  or  restrictions,' but  to  ci5mpete  with  the  mdntfactures  of 
the  world  in  the  foreisn'markets. 

But  while  these  evi&'of  b  vibrating  cdrtnfency  dah^6t  be  denite*,  itis  in- 
sisted by  a  rcspfectabl*  party  that'll  Batik  bf  thij  United  States  lithe 
S'pper  ^eiiiftdy,  fhfel  it  Would  producfe  H  soUdd  and  uhifirrrti  curfehcy,  and 
rm  i  sirlirtary  chfeckon  th^  exp^iiWdnsoftheBtAtebahks.  fii  answer  to 
this  yout  tiomftitttee  dfefern  it  ^ffid^ttt  to  remark,  that  iire  hav^  had  such'^ 
institutidilfnoperatibhdhbe'1701  to  the  t)lpeseht'tiiift!,  WHh  the  erceptiott 
of  afew^eart,  abd  that  it  liiftd  tfotch^ckfed  these  pai^^  fitian'ctat 

eicltfemfent  dnd  coB^lpse  Which  hate  p^fiodicWIy  affllcfed  thg  cibutitiy  du- 
ring that  period,  but  on  the  contrary,  has  brieri  always  foremost  in  swel- 
ling the  tides  of  expansiot^  tb  their  utitid^t  firnit,  and  by  hipid .  contrac- 
tions, hurrying  on  the  ^catastrophe  6f  ra?h  ated  distress  Which  invariably 
followed.  The  i^st  tiiink  of  the  United  Stiites  was  charter^  in  1816,  and 
in  three  yekrt*  after  it  cbitimenci^d  oper^tioxy,  the  ^hole  irountry  WAs  hi-* 
•Volved,  thr<>tk|h  its  iriitruntentAlIiy,  in  UttiVersal  distress  i^nd  embari^a^ 
mettt  limparstlA^led  lit  dtiir  hiitoVy.  All  cdtitcmporary  writers  agree  iU 
atSCrflmig  the  eWls  ofth&t  period  16  baiiklrtfe  both  State  khd  Nationaf.  Wi 
^ere  iffli^ted  with  another  finandat  pi^dsure  ftonl  the  same  cat^  Iti 
IftM,  arid,  also,  it  ISSSand  1839;  tJhis  recotrmg  ev^ry  tferieor  fottr  ye«irs 
untitlSSd,  when  t^at  mstitution  bpehly  took  the  field  aguitist  Genertf 
J^^sod  and  eUd^avorM  to  eoefce  ti  iHeh^fWIni  of  iU  thkitet.  Sitace  thai 
Uftife  We  hav6  had  expansions  tihd  cbntraetiobs  6{  ffie  curt^hcy  in  stR* 
i^pid  succession — all  the  kppliancied  imd  contriVail^c^s  of  the  paper  sys* 
tern  ^b  sydteAiatically  j^ut  in  hioticAi  as  td  tehAet  ki\  kinds  of  business  as 
dncertain  as  A  lotteryVdefy ing  ah  th^  ptrWcrs  of  dalcufati6n  and  all  iiit 
Wisdorti  of  experience.  Alltert  TSallatirt,  ih  bis  *«ci>nsidehiti6nsr  tin  the 
<^^rehdy,"  published  in  1831,  giv^s  a  list  of  ohe  htihdred  and  i^ixty-five, 
banks  that  failed  fVom  1811  t6  1^30,  to  Which  Gdtkge  adds  tW^nty-eight' 
more,  a  hfrge  portion  Of  ^irHich  wei*  brokeh  *trih^  the  eifttence  of  thrt 
bonk.     An4  lu  operdt^   in   1819^  18*20  attd  1831,    Wel^  ^adh  lUI^ 


to  hr^  aI|»9A4  ^§17  bwk  ioth^.fQW.tb^efirt;aB4  w^et.  Sp  fiw?itheat 
itU  evident  th^t  it  faA$.  t^ily  iaitecli  in  qperatidSig  as  a  <;h/Bck  lapop  th^ 
}o»p\ksii\kSf  Mia  all  pfot)a^i]i^<ibfiis  b^eiu.  the  cauaa^  ^^i  >t . certainly 
^rthft  powjes,  ^f  prodi*cbf  nvftiijt  ofthpir  failvrep...  Thci  WJfl  <tf ,f}I  ibip 
bfMikaiD.NQW  FgigiaiMl  were,  d^preciatftd  and  uQcpi»yertible  4a  1S0$^ 
Tbfi .ba^lui  iw^ro  g<?»ei:al)y  aiwpi^d^d  tbi^ugboqt  tie  Union.  Jiom  1814 
to  l»l6,depreci%ledv«UQ*&QTO48l$.  to  18^  d^preoiated  again  ip  I837f 
andiP^imU^we.Hp  to:ih^tp(irefftnt  di^Kf  Thua.fepm  1791  to.  the  pr^s^ni 
^?,  ^fi  b^vc.hw; ^i*^n jfiW0  <rf J  bwik  w^penwns  and  depr^ciatioi^a 
general  or  partial,  tbr«igbiw*.tb^.TJpipn$,and  tbft  I'lorst  qiurr^Qcy  on  th^ 
i^pe  of  ibeigt^l^ef  i^tin^ittataiidingitb«^«xi9t^&ce  of  an  Uni,t9<iSta1;f9  Banl^ 
and  the  foolish  boasting  of  its  supporters. 

i  JThe^  Bank,  of  iSrtglaiSd  Ataaif,  with  ^h  thft  p^wiiwr  and.  fuftdg  of  t|)aft  gov- 
nnmie«A.l^.sj|stain  it,  was  compelled  by  the  ircQsiiitabli?  tendenciy.  of  such 
]irKtiUH(iQll9  to  suspend spatoia^p^meiitsior^tweQiysfouf.yeawiandaltbijugh 
it^Oj^H^  were  mad^.n  h^,  i^^.ijkfM^h^Mn9i  ^^th^  cw«kj5y^tiiciy  de- 
preciated  twenty  or  twenty-five  per  cent. 

TJiQNgt.jthf  .'foregoing  results  are  not  peculiar  to  our  banking  system  isat- 
tefiie£Lby.avery  country  in  the  world  that  has  established  banks  of  circu* 
lation*   .'.'  '^        ,  ••^,■  ^  i       ,. 

.  The  chamber  of  commerce  of  Manchester  in  1839,  after  giving  the 
SM^ect  a  Qic^t  thorough  investigatiouy  rn^de  a  rapj^rt,  ^on  the  effects  of 
the.  administration  of  the  Bank  of  England  upon  the  commercial  and 
u^ni\&uitmfitg/mt&rM» <tf .th^^copnftyw'^  l^hfi.f^tWiPg  M  m.  extract 
from  tJwJr>fep^t;      i    <l  \  •, 

HUavia^lhuatakeftA  nevii?,w  ,of  Abe^^priq^jipl  >  ?yents:  iHwtratkig  t^ 
cooi^a  purwedjhjr  tli^e.  J^nk  ofv  %glMa  fro^  1835  dowi^  to  tha 
pivsotititimavth^  boardv  ai(^j  de$ireMiia.oirndifQCtii^  tbi9^  attention  ofthf 
menibBcs.to  thf  JOs^^Mwhich  jtibese 'j|orced(  cqntractipna  a^d  eipaiusiona 
of  the curreiicy  inflict apqn^emanufact/ujring  and  n)arcantila,cctniitivinh 
ty;  an  evil, the  magnitodfitpil  wWcfc^  has  not  bean  iuffidmily  4xgprecime4i 
hf  thosa  who  b«y^ijii^e9£igjatq4  thA^uestipn  of  ibanking  and  jcurreivcy* 
It/may  foe  catoated  th^M^  in  the  jonanufaclara'  of  coiitph%  i^ppUeps*  sUkst. 
linen?,  and  hard  waneq*  Capitol^  fiwd  aoi  fixating,  isrempley^d  fM^io^nting 
toanhnodcedqrmliQns  s^tcrMn^  The  ratfft  ofdepreci^tiqn,  c^sad  by 
tbelatCLpanic,  upon  allof  thofifi  great.,  s^fiioles  of  productipp,  may  l^. 
gathered  witbont*difficHlty,  from  thq  prioas  cwreftt  pf  the,  spring,  and  spipi 
m«r  of  1837^  They;  fell  in,  jwjc€,y^jws|y  fr.o«itiven^  to  fifty, per  Qent 
Toiostinate  tbaiamQuntiOf  ;l^s^.«4ppn  tt^e^mmnfa^^tujnes,  they  must,alfipy. 
beifolloiTOdijQtP  theb^adsof.thei  whi^aJie  a^d  retail  dealers,  whof^ 
losisea  upi^n  stJ*ck#  consefquentupontbie  ^mitio'HsQf  the, Bav^^ow  J^na^Ko 
o»  <Aecttrreiwy,iftreinciurrediflimuitftnfiptiriy  wHh  those  of  the  §rst  pro- 
dacers#  t Scarce^  one  of  ihc^eiescaped  in  iSSl  without  the  sacrifice  of  the 
lokok  of  the  ordiTtarif  profits  f\flh^  gmr»  trmi%  <ind  mqny  bs{m  thfi  vcdtie 
of  tiieir,stocAi  (h^  wlwle  of  JbfiU^  tsapital  also^.  ^  In  proof  qf  thp  la|tJtei?,jfact,, 
it  rtaay  be  btaled  that  one  thoustwid  nide  hwdred  apd  thirty-nine  fia^ts.ia 
bankruptcy  were  issued  iu  1837,  tfaq  a«e*?^of  the  four  previaus  years 
airoduiitiiigtd  oarfihppsand.  iWQ.hgndred  and  ^ijCty-sSx  only,  w^^^^  a  pro- 
portionate inciiBalse  pccurreA  m  the  mimber.of  private  copppcigitions.  At  a 
iBodfirai^e  nomputatiooi  frqna  tw^pty.  tp  thirty  rpiUions  of  capital  may  b^ 
estunated  tOLha/ettq^<Q^/byaheI^i^b«l^^  engaged  in, 
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^e  d%9tribation  of  the  five  grbat  iHaimfitctbl^B  «[|i(imei»ated  above.  It 
has  be^n  showD  how  the  policy  of  tti6  Bank  6f  England  afiects  the  for- 
eign tfader,  by  compelling  him  to  iiiipert/ftt  heavy  sacrifices,  the  bullion 
required  to  refi^lenish  its  exbaoBted  coffers.  Of  all  out*  produce  and  ninB- 
ufactui<68  consumed  in  foreign  countries,  the  greatest  portion  is  sent 
abroad  by  British  capitalists.  Nearly  the  Whole  of  our  exports  to  India 
and  Cbina,,^  least  scven-eigbthsof  the  amount  shipped  to  South  Amer- 
ica, and  a  third  of  the  exports  to  the  <^ontinent  of  ^  Europe,  with  tile  whole 
of  our  Colonial  tttide,  are  forwarded  by  British  meirchslnts.  From  thirty 
to  forty  millions  of  British  capital  is  probably  employed  in  the  foreign 
eomrheyce  of  the  country.  The  amount  df  British  capital  tbo^^numerar 
ted,  are  as  follows:  '       /     . 

**£mpIoyed  in  the  production  of  the  fiv>e  great  articles  of  cotton,  wool- 
len, silk,  linen  and  hardware  -        -        -        *        -    £100^000,000 
''In  the  wholesale  atid  retttil  distribulio^  of  ^o  i   -        -        35,000,000 
*«Ifa  die  wbote  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country        30,600,000 


/^-  i 


£ieo,ooo(,ooo 


"Lowest  estimate  of  loss  thereon,  twenty-five  per  cent.      £40^000,000 

i  ■    '      ■  -    r 

^•Equ&l  to  n<ear        .        •       -       -   $20O,000jWO 

*^his  diK^rifice  of  forty  ndllions,  at  the  least,  and  which  constitutes  a  firtc- 
tion  only  of  the  losses  simultaneousi  v  sustained  by  the  entire  commerdai 
worlit,  WAS  iNOORHBD,  in  drder  that  the  Bank  of  England  tmgJit  regain 
possessioti  of  six  or  seven  millions- of  specie  which  it  h6ui  prewiousfy  forced  out 
of  the  country  by  the  undue  expansion  <f  the  cutrtnoy\  It  has  been  ahowft 
that  the  bank  no  sooner  found  itself  in  a  safe  position,  that  it  reconunen* 
ced,  in  1838,  a  sy;«tem  of  expansion,  and  exported  part  of  its  stock  of 
gold.  Prices  of  the  great  staples  before  enumerated  consequently  ad- 
yanced,  during  the  year  1S38  and  part  of  the  year  1839,  until,  as  we  have 
teen,  the  restrictive  policy  was  resumed;  the  motion  of  the  screw  was  re- 
versed, and  down  to  the  present  moment  prices  have  again  fdlen  from 
twenty  to  thirty  per  cent,  thus  inflicting  apon  the  already  prostrate  tra* 
ding  and  manufacturing  intet^st,  a  repetition  of  the  sacrifices  of  1837.-<- 
By  these  forced  expansions  and  contractions  of  the  currency,  during  the 
last  three  years,  some  of  the  most  prudent  and  wealthy  of  our  mercnants 
and  manufacturers  have  incurred  that  ruin,  which,  in  a  more  wholesome 
and  natural  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  could  befall  only  the  reckless 
ddventurer  or  gambler.  Under  such  a  state  of  things  as  has  been  de* 
scribed,  calculations,  based  upon  the  most  enlarged  experience,  afford  no 
security  against  loss  and  failure.  The  trader  learns  the  fate  of  his  under- 
takings, not  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  as  influenced  by  the  law  of  moh 
ply  and  demand,  but  in  the  acts  of  twenty-six  it  responsible  individuals, 
conducting  a  joint  stock  banking  Dissociation,  in  the  city  of  London.*' 

Such  are  the  effects  of  banking  in  England. 

The  operations  of  the  first  bank  of  France,  are  graphically  described 
by  Washington  Irving:  they  produced  such  confusion  and  disorder  in  the 
finances  of  the  nation,  and  so  much  distress,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
potent  causes  of  the  atrocities  of  the  revolution  which  followed.  He  says, 
f peaking  of  the  operation  of  the  bank,  ^luxuiy  and  extravagance  kq^t 
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pacet  with  this  sudden  inflation  df  fancied  wea,ltb,  fli^' hereditary  palaces 
of  nobles  ward  pulled  down  and  rebuilt  on  a  scale  of  augmented  splendor; 
entertainments  were  given  of  incredibId|:ostan,ciSfnagnihcence;  never  be- 
fore had  rthere  been  such  displajr.  in  hoi;ise8|  furaiture,  equipages  and  amase^ 
ments.^'  This  was- during  tne-period  of  expansion.*    ' 

Again,  ^'The  bank,  it  was  said,  hacl  by  thjs  tinfe  issued  tldtesto^  the 
amount  of  one  thousand  millions,  being  ppiore  pa^er  fhkn  all  fKe  banks  of 
jEvirope  were  able  to  circulate.  '  Tb  aid  its  credit  the  rfeceivet^  of-the  rev- 
enue were  directed  to  take'  bank  notes  of  the  sub-receivers;  all  payments, 
also,  of  one  bundled  livresand  upwafd  were  brderedf  to*l)e  matie  in  barik 
notes.  These  conijpulso^jr  measures,  foi*  a  short  tirpe^  gave  a  false  credit 
to  the, bank,  which  proceeded  to  discount  merc^bi&nts botes,  it  lend  monlejr 
pn  jewels,  plate  and  other  valuables^  as  well  as  on  mprtgages." 

Now  for  the  catastrophe.  **A  general  comftisibn  6ow  took  place  in 
the  financial  world".  Families  who  had  lived  In^  opulence  fotmld  them- 
selves suddenly  reduced  to  indigence.  SchemeiiB  ^ho'  had  been  revellirig  in 
the  d^usion  of  princely  fortunes,  iound  their  estates  Vanishing  into  thin 
air«  7hp8e  who  had  any  property  rentkining,  sodght  io  secure  it'ag^inst 
reverses;  cautious  persons  found  there  was  no  saftfty  fot*  propefrqrih  a 
country  where  the  coin  was  continually  shitting  in  yafne,  andwher^a 
despotism  was  exercised  pver^public  securities  slnd  even  over  the  private 
purses  of  individuafs.  The)^  began  to  send  their  effects  ipto  other  coun^i 
tries,  when  lo!  qntlie  20th'  of  June  a  royal  edict  ^commanded  them  to 
bring  back  their  effects  uhder  penalty  of  forfeiting  twice  their  value." 

Again,  he  says:  ^'Tbe  calamitous  effects  of  the  system  had  reached  the 
humjDlest  conperns  of  human  life.  Provisions  had  risen  to  an  enormous 
price — -paper  money  was  refused  at  all  the  shops — the  people  had  not 
wherewithal  to  buy  bread/- 

The  demoralizing  effects  of  this  system  in  this  coiantry  hkVt  been  more 
insidious  but  not  less  certain  than  in  the  countries  mentioned.  We  see  it 
in  the  multitudes  of  failures  and  bankruptcies  which  havri  stigmatil^ 
the  American  character,  and  name  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations — in  the 
frauds,  defalcations  and  embezzlement  of  funds  in  the  hands  of  public  of- 
ficers and  agents;  in  the  destruction  of  mercantile  and  comipercial  integ-^ 
rity,  once  the  pnde  aad  honor  of  our  nation,   and   fn  the   bankrupt  act 

Saiised  by  Congress  to  enable  individuals  to  evade  the  payment  of  just 
ebts. 

The  following  is  a  speciinen  of  fiscal  rascality  and  depredation  on   the 
public  in  one  year,  as  publi^^ed  in  the  papers  from  time  to  time. 
Wholecapital  of  the  Ifnited  States  Bank,        -  •       $35,000,000 

SchuylkiU  Bank  robbed  by  cashier,        .  ,  -  1^300,000 

Manhattan  Bank  robbed  by  Newton,    -  -     '       *  50,000 

Virginia        **        "  Dabney,     -  -  -  500,000 

Georgia        •*        «  Baker,        -  .  .  80,000 

Frederick  Bank,  Maryland,  compromised  by  Bill  Wiley,  186,000 

Norwich  railroad  by  the  President,       -  .  .  10,000 

Bank  of  Louisiana,  by  the  teller,         ....  60,000 

Bank  of  Orleans,  *'  ...  80,000 

Canal  Bank  of  New  Orleans,  by  the  teller,      •  -  100,000 

Bank  of  Michigan  by  the  officers,  «  -  100,000 

Statt  Bank  of  Dlinoit  by  Town,  -  -  -  iOfiOd 
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Mf^rpt^nU  Banl^  of  Baltiipore  b^  clerk,  -;  *  .|10,000 

Xenjfi^ssee  B^qk,, Nash villq^  by. officers,,  -  -  7,000 

Franikforl  Bank  J>y  the  Preaidom,         -•  :         '.       '         IWfiOd 

St*t^B»|[}k,4^rkan^9,by.,Bal^.  -  ■,  -  64,000 

Twenty- three  New  York  red  dpgbapks  by  officers^ ;    -  ,/.   1,500,000 

Penn^jlvfiniaBaiik  by  officer  8mith,  -  - .  100,000 

Western  bank  by  cashier  JsraeJ,  *  r,     .      -     .  15,000 

Camden,  Bank  New  Jersey,  by  Patiersqn,         •  -  13,000 

Farmers' Bank,  Troy,  by  Jones,  -  -  ...        ^         10,000 

Westcra  Bimk,  Georgia,  by  Moore,     -  -  ,.-    .    V' .     75,000 

Bank  of  Uope  Fear,  North  Caroiina,  by  cashien  -  10,000 

Bank  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  by  the  crfficers,        .  -  ,  -      ;  100,000 

Planters'  Bank,  Georgia,  by  the  officers,  '.,•  ,.')-'  "  '105,000 
Bank  of  Steubcavillc,  Ohio,  by  the  officer^,  '  -'/.|^..  '.'*  ; '  [\,  -;'  tidftOO 
Frank  liii  Bank,  Baltimore,  by  Stamberger,  •  ;V  \  '  ^'  50,000 
Newburyport  Bank  by  Wychoff,  -         ,    -  ' ;'  '     J    ;':'^      ..    3O,000 

MiUington  Banki  Marylaiid/by  Sherwood^.    ,",.,,       ".  /       50,000 

GaiiipolisBank^Ohio,  by  the  officers,  ',•     :\,  •  ,-  [       *.       20,000 

Ten  other  Ohio  banks  by  the  officersi        ,/ *•     [['     -  '  1,000,000 

Six  Maine  banks  by  the  oficers^         -  '-  ^  V  800,000 

Herkimer  County  Bank  by  clerks,        -  -     /    .  -         .    .  '    72,000 

Commercial  Bank  of  New  York,  by  the  o$(per&  one  half  . 

the  capital,  -  ,  .  ^^  .^^  \^,  '^ .   '      /      |     250,000 

Besiiiei!   tbc  forgeries  of  Mitchell,  Snjith,  and  p'umerous 

othei^     -  ,-  ,  .      -.  -    .    .  r  .         t\  200,000 


Making  in, alV I. 


-*      „  -  .;.      -  142,262,000 

Tl|i|ik  but  a  portioiv  of  the  .amount  swindled,  It  is  impossible  to  ai- 
cprt^u  J^he  ampui^t  lo$t  by  counterfeits,  depreciation,  &c.  Bickndi  the 
9^^^.  year  ascer^ined  that  counterfeits  on  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  dif- 
ferent banks  were  in  cj,rcuIatiop,  and  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  aod 
s^ae^ty-five  d^flereiit  descriptiojw,  from  one  to  uvc  hundred  dollars,  and  no 
dotibt  ouu^y  n^pre  were  in, qirculation  of  which  he  had  no  knowledge, 
The  fpllowing  is  a  summary  of  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaspry  of  the  United  States^  in  answer  to  a  resEolution  of  the  iJ^cnate, 
enquiring  as  to  the  losses  sustained  by  the  Goveriimcnt  of  the  United 
.  S^tes  an^  the  p^ppj<j,.from  ^e  ,us^  q(  b^ijks  an^  bank  paper. 

Aiggf egatei  amount  of  loss^ustaiqed  by  the  J^ejl^ral  ^Govern- ; 
ernment,  by  the  employment  of  bankftand  bank  paperj,     , 
up  to  February,  1841,  -  -,   .,     /  - /'  |15,492.000 

Number  andcapitalof  the  banks  ^zohiffh  have  failed  since^  1789.        » 

Capital  of  twenty  banks  which  failed  before  Igll,   ,     -  .      $3,000,000 
CatWtal  of  one  hundred  and    ninety-five  failing,  b^lttveen     '   , 

•fell  and  1830,  -  -  -  .^        '   '-         3^,787,309 

Capittil  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  banks^  one  bi^dp€^  ai>d 
*'  ror^y^of  which  are  ascertained   tohay^fiiiled  b^^een  ^^^^ 

WI0andl841,-  -.  -.  r,...,r     ..    ".u^fif^ 
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Capital  of  thirty  banks  now  suspended  which  have  proba-| 

blj  failed,        -  -  .  .  .  .         12,000,000 

Whole  number  of  banks  failed,  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
five.    The  whole  capital,        -  -  -  •      $96,787,909 

Add  the  United  States  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  since  faileid. 

Capitol ZiflOOfiOO 

$131,787,309 

Many  more  have  failed  since  that  time. 

The  number  computed  to  have  failed  in  fifty  years  seems  high,  but  it 
is  not  so  large  as  in  England,  where  notwithstanding  any  favorable  influ- 
ences of  a  national  banlqexisting  near  a  centurv  and  a  half,*it  has  happen- 
ed that  from  1793  to  1826,  a  period  of  only  thirty-four  years,  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one  failures  of  banks  have  occurred  on  which  bankrupt 
commissions  were  taken  out. 

Near  four  times  as  many  more,  it  is  said,  failed  within  that  time  and 
compromised.    (Tucker  on  money,  page  252.) 

Aggregate  cf  losses  since  1789  to  the  people  from  banks  and  paper  money. 

Ist.  Losses  by  bank  failures  on  their  capital,  circulation,  . 

deposites  and  bank  balances,  ...        $108||885,721 

2d.  Losses  by  suspension  of  specie  payments,   and  de- 

preciatioii  of  notes,  -  -  -  -  95,000,000 

3d.  Losses  by  the  destruction  of  bank  notes  by  wear  and 

accidents, 7,121,332 

4th.  Losses  by  counterfeit  notes  beyond  losses  by  coin,  4,444^444 

5th.  Losses  by  fluctuation  in  bank  currency  affecting  prices, 
extravagance  in  living,  sacrifices  of  property,  and  by 
only  a  part  of  the  other  incidents  to  ttie  banking  system, 
not  computed  above,  at  least,  -    .        •  -  150,000,000 

Making  in  aU,  -  - ,         365,451,497 

Add  to  this  the  capital  of  the  united  States  3ank  of  Penn- 
sylvania, lost,         -  -  -  -  -  35,000,000 

$400,451,497 


Ainounipaid  by  the  comnunity  to  the  banh  annuaUyfor  the  last  fetiyearf. 

Average  capital  for  that  time  was,       ...        $235^000^)00 
On  which  he  estimates,  they  received  at  least  twdve  per 

cent.or        -  -  •  *  -  -  28,200,000 

This  in  ten  years  would  amount  to      -         $282,000,000 

■       J  ■         I     II  I  H    I  ,1  ■■    II  I' 

■  13   '   '  ' 
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From  this  should  be  deducted  a  fair  interest  (in^be  ampunt 
of  capital  paid  in;  but  as  very  little  is  paid  oh  t)ank  cap- 
ital, but  their  own  notes,  the  amount  of  real  capital 
paid  in  probably  never  exceeded  the^  avpra^  amount  .of 
specie  in  all  the  banks^  during  the  last  ten  yearsy  talking 
this  average  al .      -  -  -        .    -  -  |36,000,00O 

Interest  on  it  at  sii  per  cent.' '  •    -  -  -  2,160,p00 

Interest  tor  ten  years  -  -  -  -  21,600,000 

Prom  this  -  -  -      $282,000,000  above, 

deduct  21,600^ 

Leaving  the  sum  of        -  -*        -      $260,400,000 

paid  for  the  use  of  bank  paper  Tor  the  last  ■  ^ 

ten  years  over  and  above  a,  fair  interest  on  their  capital. 
If  we  allow  double  that  amount  paid  previous  Co  the  last  ten  . 

years,  which  is  certainly  below  the  real  amount,  and  we 

have  the  acxsount  thus: 
Paid  the  banks  the  last  ten  years,        -  -'  -  .     $260,400^000 

Paid  the  banks  previously,      -  -  -  -  620,800,000 

Making  in  ail,  ^  -  -  -        .$'781,200,000 

Add  to  this  the  losses  sustained  by   community,  as  above 

stated,        -  -  -  .  ^  -^         400,451,497 

Add  losses  sustained  by  the  Government  of  the  IJnited, 


State  as  above  stat^ 


jy  tnc  Uovernment  of   tne  Unilea 

d,  .  .  .  •  I5^92,d0p 

WJiole  toiount,      '    -  -  .  .      $1,197,143,497 

Which  the  banking  system  ^las  ettracted  from  the  peopl^  ck  this  coun^ 
try,  and  all  this  for  u\k  privilege  of  making  use  of  bits  of  prii^te^  paper 
instead  of  gold  anfd  driver;  Wneh  yf  ill  the  people  of  this  nation  be  awar 
ke^ed  to  a  proper sen^e  of  their  interests?  Are  not  tlie,  fundamental 
fabls  sufficietrt  to  excite  all  our  energies  for  eradicating  from  amongst 
ustrfstitu'tions^hichare  thus  preying  on  our  very  vitals.  No  nation  in 
the'world -but 'the  United  Sta^^s  couTj  exist  aftei;  such  ani^e^t^pipo^^  4^ 
pletion.  Npthing  but  ihe^i^ttberaht  fertifity  of  our  boundlesf  s(^U  and 
theindcimitable  energy  of  its  inhabitants  could  possibly  resist'  the  ex- 
hagsttng^he  emaciating  effects  of  such  a  vast  drain  on  the  vital  ener- 
gies or  ttfe  ciountry. 

Bat  we  are  told  that  the  system  of  banking  is  so  interwoven  with  our 
business  and  habits  that  we  cannot  ^  do  without  banks,  ^pd  furth^r|, 
that  th«|peis  liot  sp^ie  *toough  m  tkh  Hvorld'to  ferVe  as  acuVrency. 
These  positions  are  contradicted  by  all  statistical  worthies  apd  political, 
ecotiditiiiltf. '  ^ouge,  in  his  Journal  ^)f  BahkTnj^,  Sayiit 

"We  begin  to^dw  •si^h' MK  bilfetiii's  festlmilte  6f  thfe  'quantity  'o( 
goM'teuidWrter  in  Europe  and  America.    Iif  a  work, published  by  Kihi'm 
1831,  entitled  ''OM^UIsly^  on  the  cdl^^tic^y  'iSma%^rikmg  ^stehis  of 
the-Uftitcd  States,^  he  estimates  the  amount  of  the  precious  metals  in 
these  two  ^quarters  of  the  world  at  between  four  thoufiyid  and  five 
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thousand  Adlliofis' '  6f  denan*  This  it  wil>  be  recollected  was  ten 
years  ago.  The  amodnt  has^  since  been  considerably  increased  as  the 
mines  have  annually  pitodutsed  millions,and  the  demapd  for  the  China  trade 
been  greatly  dimiiifished.  Talcing  the  medium  however,  of  the  two  sums 
stated  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  four  thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
and  supposing  the  population  of  Europe  and  America  to  be  two  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  millions,  it  will  amount  to  sixteen  dollars  and  upwards 
for  every  man,  woman  and  child  on  the  two  continents.  The  same  gen- 
tleman estimates  the  whole  amount  of  currency  in  the  United  States 
in  1839^  paper  and  specie  together,  at  only  six  dollars  a  head.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  if  the  natural  laws  of  supply  and  demand  had  not 
been  interferred  with,  the  United  States  would  have  in  proportion,  four, 
five,  six,  seven,  yea,  eight  times  as  much  gold  and  silver  as  many  of 
the  countries  of  Europe.  Take  it  at  only  double  the  average  for  the 
papulation  of  the  two  continents,  and  it  will  amount  to  thirty-two  dollars 
a  head,  or  five  hcHidredand  f6arteen  milHons. 

"This  would  give  us  on^-ninthof  the  stock  of  gold  and  silver  in  Europe 
and  America,  while dur  population  is  one  sixteenth.  But  for  the  reasons 
already  stated,  under  a  natural  order  of  things,  we  should  have,  man  for 
man,  a  much  larger  portion  of  the  precious  metals  than  fall;  to  the  lot  of 
most  countries  in  Europe.  Suppose,  however,  we  had  but  the  average  of 
sixteen  dollars  a  head,  this  Would  amount  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
millioa.  On  two  points  do  people  (that  is  some  people,)  capitally  err; 
first*  in  regard  to  the  quantity  or  gold  and  silver  in  the  world — this  is  much 
greater  than  they"*  imagine  it' to  be;  next,  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  money 
required  for  commercial  purposes — thisishiuch  smaller  than  they  suppose 
it  to  be.  Under  a  sound  moneys-sound  credit,, and' sound  banking  system, 
ten  dollars  a  head  would^  probably  be  amply  suBScient  in  the  United 
States."  ': 

This  statement  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  ignorant  assertion 
respecting  the  gold  and  silvei*  in  the  world.  There  is  not  only  an  abun- 
dance of  the  precious  ilnetals,  but  the  trade  and  business  of  the  country 
would  secure  to  us  a  spiecie  circulation  of  ten  dollars  a  head,  or  one 
hundred  and  seventy  millions,  were  it  not  for  our  absurd  policy  in  banish- 
ing the  precious  metals  b^  the  use  of  bank' paper.  There  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  our  obtaining  our  relative  proportion  of  ibe  precious  metgls, 
even  the  amount  of  sixteen  dollafs  per  head,  if  bur  business  required  at. 
From  the  year  183i  tb  1IB88,  inclusive,  tinder  the  policy  pursued  by  the 
administrations  of  that  period,  our  imports  of  gold  and  silver  exceeded  our 
exports  by  the  sum  $57,0S7,918,  If  wg  allow,  also,  for  the  amount 
brought  into  the  country  by  emigrants,  the  amounts  deriv^ed  from  our 
own  mines,  and,  also,  from  Canad^t  and  Me^xico,  the  whole  accession  to 
our  specie  during  that  period  was  at  lens't  eighty  milltonB  of  dollars*  To 
this  sum  add  twenty  millions,  the  e^timiited  amount  In  the  Union  before 
1832,  and  it  makes  one  hundred  millions  in  1839,  This  was  the  result  of 
the  policy  of  that  day;  of  the  ^old  bill,  the  specie  circular,  and  the  de- 
mand for  specie  in  the  Fedf^ral  treasury;  a  result  which  would  continue  to, 
fill  the  channt^ls  of  circulation  til!  they  attained  the  maximum  of  our 
wants,  wereitnot  checked  by  the  stispension  of  the  banks  and  the  total 
change  of  policy  in  1840.  The  years  of  1839,  '40  and  '41,  under  such 
circumstances  give  us  an  excess  of  exports  of  specie  over  the  imports  of 
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$7,847,017.  This  was  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  bank  suapensions 
— the  repe;il  of  the  independeDt  treasurj  systeip,  and  the  alliance  of  the 
treasury  wilh  bank  paper.    These  facts,  however,  demonstrate  that  no 
diflSculty  can  exist  fis  lo  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  precious    metals,  and 
further,  that  in  1839  there  was  a  sufficient  amount  of  specie  to  transact 
all  the  business  of  the  country  if  no  bank  notes  were  in  existence,  and 
nearly  if  not  quite  equnl  to  the  amount  of  paper  in  circulation.     Now, 
let  us  look  to  France;  when  Bonaparte  was  chosen  First  Consul  in  1800, 
he  found  the  6nance  in  the  greatest  confusion.    Specie  had    disf^ppeared 
and  nothing  but  assignats   (bills  somewhat  like  our  continental  money,) 
in  the  treasury,  and  there  wore  not  wanting  quacks  at  that  day,  like  the 
political  quacks  of  our  d?ty  and  country,  who  saw  no  remedy  for  every 
evil  in  the  state  but  new  emissions  of  paper.    "More  assignats''  was  the 
nostrum  for  every  ev  il  in  France.  More'paper  money  has  been  the  panacea 
to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  people  here.   Bonaparte,  however,  with  that 
intuitive  perspicuity,  for  which  he  was  so  eminently  distinguished,  sooa 
discovered  the  evil  and  applied  ii  remedy.     He  saw  at  a  glance  thata 
spurious  currency  was  exhausting  the  resources  of  the  nation,  and  that 
property  could  be  restored  only  by  the  restoration  of  the  precious  metals. 
He,  therefore,  commenced  a  war  against  paper  money  as  vigorously  as 
asaiust  the  foreign  enemies  of  the  country.    He  swept  the   whole  mass 
01  fraudulent  depreciated  paper  from  circulation,  and  in  the  short  space 
of  seven  or  eight  years,  France  was  filled  with  a  currency    of  gold  and 
silver.    The  whole  commerce  of  that  great  nation  of  forty  millions  of 
people — the  enormous  expenses  of  his  wars  and  the  splendor  and  magni- 
ficence of  his  government,  were  all  sustained  with  a  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rency.    Although  the  soil  of  France  has  been  twice  invaded,  and  her 
capital  had  been  twice  in  the  hands  of  foreign  armies,  and  although  com- 
pelled to  purchase  peace  by  the  payment  of  large  tributes  and  subsidies, 
yet,  on  the  return  of  peace,  her  people  rose  elastic  from  the  pressure  and 
have  since  that  time  carried  on  the  affairs  of  that  mighty  nation  with  a 
currency  almo^t  exclusi\^ly  metallic,  (the  lowest  paper  in   circulation  is 
five  hundred  francs  or  about  ninety-three  dollars,)  without  experiencing 
any  of  the  numerous  revulsions  in  trade  which  have  so  frequently  paraly- 
sed all  the  paper  money  nations.     Prom  1837  to  the  present   time  Eng- 
land and  this  country  nave  been  laboring  under  the  most  intetise  parox- 
ysms of  financial  cortvulsions,^nd  bankruptcy  and  ruin  and  starvation 
engulfing  myriads  of  their  citizensi  while  France  has  been  enjoying  not 
only  prosperity  and  repose,  but  was  enabled  to  Joan  her  hau^ty  rival  m 
1839  ten  million  of  dollars  to  save  her  rotten  bank  and  government  from 
desolation. 

Mr.  Baring,  in  his  evidence  before  a  committee  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, was  asked  the  following  question: 

<*Has  not  France,  after  years  of  great  scarcity  in  corn,  and  two  years 
of  foreign  contribution,  been  able  to  contribute  a  portion  of  the  piecious 
metals  to  the  wants  of  Austria  and  Russia?" 

Answer. — ^'Undoubtedly  the  precious  metals  have  been  supplied  from 
France  to  Russia  and  Austria^  and  shipped  in  considerable  amoants  to  Ame- 
rica, notwithstanding  the  payments  to  foreign  powers,  and  very  large  pay- 
ments for  imported  corn,  whilst  at  the  same  time  wine  having  almost  to* 
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tailj  failed  for  several  years  pa8t»  they  were  deprived  of  the  most  essen* 
tial  of  their  exports." 

And  he  states  that  these  payments  produced  no  disarrangement  what- 
ever  in  the.circulation  of  that  country." 

Mr.  Tooke,  an  eminent  British  writer  on  finauciai  matters,  says:  ^^It 
may  not  be  unimportant  further  to  remark,  that  the  state  of  the  curren- 
cy in  France,  ever  since  the  suppression  of  the  asoignats,  appears  to  be 
decisive  of  the  great  advantage  attending  a  metallic  circulation  in  times 
of  political  difficulty  and  danger*  On  no  one  great  occasion  did  her  ef* 
forts  appear  to  be  paralyzed  or  evien  restricted  by  any  derangement  of  the 
currency,  and  in  the  two  instances  of  her  territory  being  occupit-d  by  an 
invading  army,  there  do  not  appear  to  have  been  any  material  fluctuations 
in  their  value."  These  are  splendid  triumphant  proofs  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  a  specie  currency  in  that  kingdom. 

Cub^  furnishes  another  example  of  a  country  possessing  an  exclusively 
metallic  currency.  There  is  not  a  dollar  of  paper  money  in  circulation 
in  Cuba.  They  have  no  banks,  and  with  the  exception  of  bills  of  ex- 
change, all  their  business  is  transacted  in  specie,  and  )et  there  is  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  where  trade  and  coiyimerce  are  more  prosperous^  and 
the  wages  of  labor  and  the  products  of  industry  higher  ibna  in  Cuba. 
Senator  Walker,  of  Mississippi,  after  having  visited  that  island,  snys,  Id 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States^  ^^Cuba,  though  laboring  under  the  dis- 
advantage of  a  wretched  government,  still,  with  her  exclusive  specie  cur- 
rency, conquering  the  tariffs  of  Europe  and  America,  filling  the  world 
with  her  exports,  sold  at  a  profit,  and  employing  through   her  great  and 

!>rosperous  cities  an  annual  commerce  of  forty-three  millions  .of  dollars 
roiD  a  population  of  less  than  one  million;  and  bui  little  more  than  half 
of  these  whites.  Sir,  I  will  not  draw  the  gloomy  picture  of  our  own 
embarrassments,  but  I  will  ask  the  cause  of  the  difference,  we  have  in 
Mississippi  an  infinitely  better  government  than  Cuba,  a  much  more  en- 
lightened and  energetic  people,  a  more  fertile  soil,  and  a  richer  staple. 
Why  then  are  we  thus  embarrassed  while  Guua  is  so  prosperous?  No 
ather  cause  can  be  assigned  than  the  bank  paper  system  of  the  one,  and 
the  solid  specie  currency  of  the  other.'' 

Your  committee  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  expatiate  at  this  length 
on  the  general  principles  of  the  currency,  believing  that  our  condition  at 
the  present  time  demands  it.  Our  banks  have  (^eased  to  furnish  a  cur- 
rency to  the  people.  We  have  no  bank  paper  in  circulation,  and  very 
little  specie;  and  it  rests  with  ourselves  whether- we  shall  adopt  a  sound 
currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  return  to  the  delusions  of  bank  paper.  We 
have  it  inour  power  now  to  adopt  the  one  or  the  other.  We  can  as  easily 
get  specie  for  our  surplus  productions  as  paper  mon^y.  The  products  of 
our  rich  soil  will  always  bring  a  return  in  gold  and  silver  if  we  be  wise 
enough  to  demand  it. 

The  census  of  1840  furnishes  the  following  statistics  of  some  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  State  with  their  estimated  value: 
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oos,  but  as  these  matters  have  again  and  again  undergone  investigation 
and  discussion  in  Congress  and  various  legislative  b^ies — through  the 
medium  of  the  press,  and  before  the  people,  we  think  it  unnecessary,  know- 
ing our  inability  to  throw  new  light  on  the  subject,  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  House  with  unnecessary  controversy  on  subjects  we  presume  most  of 
its  members  to  be  as  well  informed  opon  as  we  possibly  can  be.  We 
leave  such  matters  to  the  consideration  of  national  statesmen  and  political 
economists— cofafining  ourselves  to  those  duties  which  we  believe  the 
people  expect  from  us;  one  of  which  we  conceive  to  be,  is  the  speedy  re- 
peal of  the  charter,  and  winding  up  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois.  On  this  sub- 
ject we  unite  with  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  recommending  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House— protesting  at  the  same  time  against  the  nature 
of  the  report,  and  against  many  of  the  political  heresies,  we  believe,  coa- 
tained  therein.    Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  JONAS. 
JAMES  M.  DAVIS, 
JOHN  W.  PRATT. 
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]  1st  Sbssion. 

ov 

JAMES    DUNLAp,  Esq., 

■■  1 

AGENT  OF  THE  BANK  OF  ]pLINOIS, 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature^  requiring  the  OovemoTy  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  to  confer  with  said  Banif  in  reUUion  to  a  s^araHon  zritk 
said  Bank  and  the  State.  ^ 


JANUARY  17,  ,1843. 
Read^  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  oea  of  the  Honee. 


SpsnfOviBLD,  Jamuary  I69 1843L    ' 

Hh  Excellency  Thomas  Ford,  Hon.  Jaicbb  Shiblds  and  Hon.  Jno.  D» 

Whitbsidb. 

Gbntlbmbn:  In  mj  note  to  you  of  the  27th  ult.  I  had  the  honor  oC 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th,  in  which  you  in- 
formed me  thi^  by  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature,  you  had  been  appoia* 
ted  to  confer  with  the  Bank  of  Illinois^  and  to  ascertain  upon  what  terma. 
an  amicable  separation  could  be  effected  between, the  bank  and  the 
State,  and  further  requesting  the  undersigned,  as  affent  of  the  Bank  of 
niinois,  to  signify  the  terms  upon  which  it  will  be  willing  to  dissolve  ita 
connection  with  ihe  State» 

In  my  former  note  I  advised  you  1  was  about  visiting  Shawneetown, 
and  would  there  confer  with  the  stockholders  and  directors  of  the  bankf 
on  the  subject  of  your  communication.    Havine  recently  returned  I  now 

Eroceed  to  submit  to  you  the  following  proppsttion  on  the  part  of  the 
ank.  •       , 

1.  the  bank  is  willing,  if  the  State  desires  it,  to  dissolve,  on  arnica^ 
ble.  terms,  the  connection  now  existiuff. between,  them* 

2.  The  bank  will  purchase  of  the  otate  all  of  its  stock  in  said  instir 
tution,  and  will  pay  therefor  an  amount  oif  State  bonds.  State  scrip  and 
other  indebtedness  of  the  State,  equal  to  .the  amount  of  the  stpck  of  the 
State  in  said  institution. 

3.  A  portion  of  said  State  indebtedness,  amounting  to  four  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  State  within  some  short 
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eral  security  for,  the  performance  of  the  above  proposition)  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  State  bonds  now  in  his  posseseion. 

Should  these  propositions  so  meet  your  aj>probationt  gentlemen,  as  to 
induce  you  to  comply  with  our  request,  We  need  not  say  how  gratefully 
is  will  be  received  by  our  board — by  the  numerous  contractors  who  are 
to  much  in  want  of  the  funds  by  the  laborers  who  have  been  employed 
on  our  works,  and  especially, 

.    Gentlemen,  by  your  obedient  servants^ 

JOHN  HOGAN, 
ELIJAH  WILLARD, 

Committee. 


:,        ^         No.  2. 

QuiNCY,  Illinois,  Aitgust  23, 1839. 
To  the  President  and  Director  $  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois^ 

Grntlbmbn:  In  consequence  of  the  fail  j re  of  the  Fund  Commissioners 
to  effect  the  sale  of  State  bonds  to  prosecute  the  internal  improvement 
system,  and  the  fact  of  a  debt  having  accrued  on  the  different  improve- 
ments of  about  $300,000, 1  have  recommended  that  the  board  of  commis-^ 
sioners  of  internal  improvement, should  use  every  effort  to  procure  money 
in  anticipation  of  the  instalments,  expected  from  New  York  to  enable 
said  board  to  liquidate  the  demands  on  the  State  thus  incurred;  and  have 
suggested  to  them  the  propriety  of  a  negotiation  with  your  institution  by 
which  you  might  take  up  the  special  drafts  of  |he  Acting  Commissioners 
on  the  Fund  Commissioners;  the  State  allowing  interest  until  paid  on 
those  drafts.  Should  you,  however,  feel  unwilling,  without  some  other 
assurance,  to  advance  money  on  said  drafts,  I  have  in  my  possession  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  of  internal  improvement  bonds,  which  I  would 
have  no  hesitation  in  depositing  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois  as  collateral  se- 
curity for  the  performance  of  any  specific  arrangement  that  you  may 
make  with  the  board,  an 'I  although  the  bonds  are  not  signed  by  the  Fund 
Commissioners,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  tliey  would  sign  them 
to  carry  out  any  legitimate  purpose  for  which  thev  were  intended  by  law. 

The  Fund  Commissioners,  I  presume,  will  not  hesitate  to  pay  any  legal 
interest  due  on  any  advances  that  you  may  make. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TWO.  OARLIN. 
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No.  3. 

Bank  op  Illinois, 
Shavmeetawn^  Sept.  11,  I830. 

Gentlbmen:  Your  communiention  of  yi^sterdtij,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
Governor  Carlin,  is  recetreil,  nnd  has  this  day  been  laid  before  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank,  wiio  have  directed  me  to  counmunicate  to '  jou  the 
following  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations  in  the  premises. 

This  bank  is  desirous  at  any  and  all  times  to  extend  its  aid  to  the 
State  through  her  constituted  authorities,  so  far  as  prudence  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  institution  will  warrant. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  interest  the  State  bas  in  this  Institution,  and, 
therefore,  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  aid  her  on  the  present  occasion,  if 
the  means  at  our  disposal  have  not  already  been  absorbed  in  extending 
facilities  to  the  people  for  the  prosecution  of  the  general  business  of  the 
country. 

You  are,  gentlemen,  very  well  aware  that  the  present  is  a  period  in 
the  financial  affaini  of  the  country  requiring  great  caution  and  prudence, 
in  the  management  of  ourconcerns,  and  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  say,  that 
for  facilities  for  the  purchase  of  the  extensive  products,  of  this  fertile  region 
of  the  State,  the  people  exclusively  depend  on  this  institution,  so  long 
have  they  leaned  on  us,  and  so  uniformly  have  they  received  the  aid  de* 
sired,  that  almost,  as  a  matter  of  course,  they  rely  on  us  to  provide  for  it. 
Another  matter,  also,  claims  our  attention  at  the  present  time,  of  which 
we  must  remind  you — the  people  of  this  section  of  the  State  are  now 
seeking  to  possess  themselves  of  their  homes,  and  as  the  time  draws  to  a 
close  when  the  pre-emption  shall  expire,  they  will  become  more  and  more 
anxious  on  this  mat\er.  You  know  that  our  paper  almost  exclusively  cir- 
culates in  this  extensive  region,  and  as  we  must  aid  the  people  to  procure 
their  homes,  and  specie  is  necessary  for  this  purpose,  it  is  rendered  more 
hazardous  to  extend  at  the  present  time  our  circulation. 

But  gentlemen,  although  these  difficulties  are  in  the  way,  there  is  one 
fact  disclosed  in  your  communication,  which  has  made  a  strong  appeal 
to  our  sympathies — we  mean  aid  to  the  laborers.  We  are  well  aware,  for 
it  is  the  case  on  all  public  works,  that  many  of  those  hard  working  labor- 
ing men,  who  had  toiled  through  the  summer  scorching  heats,  have  little 
else  to  support  themselves  and  families  but  their  wages,  and  if  from  your 
inability  to  pay  contractors  they  are  unable  to  pay  off  or  dischai^e  those 
men,  we  feel  willing,  in  order  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object,  to  put 
ourselves  to  some  considerable  inconvenience,  and  aid  you  to  the  extent 
of  your  demands,  relying  on  your  board  and  on  Gov.  Carlin,  whose  letter 
enclosed  in  yours  contams  so  full  assurances  on  the  subject^  to  carry  out 
through  the  Fund  Commissioners,  the  propositions  which  you  have  made. 

Our  board  will  accede  to  your  terms  with  this  modification,  which  is 
the  best,  and  indeed,  all  we  can  do  at  the  present  time,  viz:  We  will 
place  to  the  credit  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  subject  to  their  drafts  on 
this  bank,  $100,000,  say  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  and  a  like  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  in  all  $200,00(^  we  to  receive  a  like  amount  in  New  York 
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at  the  times  you  specify,  charging  only  interest  on  the  money  from  the 
time  we  place  it  to.  the  credit  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  until  the  day 
of  payment  in  New  York,  ]>fU  we  beg  you  again  to  remember  that  in 
doing  this  our  sole  object  is  to  accommodate  the  State,  and  we  do  not, 
thereforst  wish  to  rim  any  risk^  and  shall  expect^  in  accordance  with  the 
promise  of  the  Governor,  en  which  we  place  great  reliance,  to  receive 
as  soon  a3  possible  the  deposit  of  the  boads  piromised* 

Hoping,  gentlemen,  that  the  aid  thus  frankly  tendered,  may  answer 
your  expectations,  apd  be  bepefioial  to  those  for  whom  it  is  inteiKled. 
lam,  veiy  respect Ailly, yours,  &cw 
Signed,  JNO.  MARSHALL,  PrtsidenL 

To  Messrs.  John  Hocuii, 

Elijah  WiliiABJ),  CanwUtUe^ 


t  .' 


Illinois)                                     H.  R.  JISth  Assem. 
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FROM 


THB    Q  O  V  ER  NOB, 


Announcing  his  readiness  lo  destroy  State  bonds  in  the  presence  of  the  Gen* 

eral  AssenjJflyi. 


FEBRUARY  8,  1843. 
tia4d  i>n,tbe  table,  and  ordered  jio  be  printed. 


ExficirrrVE  BsPAiiTMEiiii', 
Spfringfieldf, February  8,  1843,, 
To theSehate and  Mou;^^ of  Representatives: 

TheSUte  BaAk  has  filed  initbe Seeretary's  office >a  written  cdnseat^ 
luc^r  itp.corpomie  4eal>*  t^^tha  protinoiil  df  the  act  entitled  ^Anact  to 
diminish  the  State  debt  and  put  the  State  Bank  into  liqnidadon,^'  and  bos 
also  deUf^ued  to  one  oiie  ii)iUi0iiffleTen>  inuidred-and  eighty-*six  thdusaad 
dollars  instate  boods^^GuidalM^  the  farther  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
seven  Ifapjuaand  five  hundred ^and  onetlollkrs  and  fifty^ne  cents  in  Auditor^ 
certificatte ;  makingin  the  wihole  thesum  of  two  niiilions  seventy-tbree  thoQ* 
sand  five  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents  of  State  debt,  whieh 
is  at  once  and  for  ever  extinguish^  nn^er  the  provisions  of  the  above  re- 
cite<l'^t4  The  occaiioil  is  fit  and  proper  for  congratulation,  that  we  have 
thus  fortunately  and  happily  made  a  commencement  in  the  great  work  of 
extinguishing  the  State  debt;  and  that  we  have  succeeded  m  dissolving, 
without  loss  to  the  State,  the  odious  connection  between  bank  and  State, 
which  has  heretofore  existed  in  the  business  of  bank  speculation. 

One  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  bonds  delivered  to  me,  had  been 
hypothecated  to  the  bank,  by  the  Fund  Commissioner,  for  a  loan  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  which  had  not  been  repaid.  The  delivery  of  these  bonds 
has  extinguished  that  debt;  in  addition  to  which,  the  bank  has  entered  a 
cred  t  in  favor  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  for  the  further  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars^  to  be  taken  into  account,  on  a  final  settlement  with  that 
officer. 

The  Auditor's  certificates  were  the  evidences  of  a  claim  of  the  bank 
on  the  State,  for  moneys  paid  in  redeeming  Auditor's  warrants,  and  were 
equal  to  so  much  cash  advanced  to  pay  current  expenses.  By  getting  up 
these  certificates,  a  debt  is  extinguished  to  the  amoant  of  $287,501  51, 
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contracted  to  pay  ordinary  expenses,  and  occasioned  by  a  too  liberal  ap» 
proprifition  of  money  from  the  treasury,  and  a  deficiency  of  revenue. 

This  claim  being  no\F  extinguished,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  a  settle- 
ment has  been  made  between  the  Auditor  of  rublic  Accounts  and  the 
bank,  and  that  the  Auditor  has  obtained  from  the  bank  a  full  receipt  for 
all  demands  arising  out  of  the  connection  between  the  bank  and  the  trea- 
sury* The  State  now  owes  the  bank  nothing  on  account  of  that  connection; 
and  the  debt  due  by  the  State  to  others,  on  account  of  the  ordinary  and 
domestic  administration  of  the  government,  has  been  so  reduced,  that  on 
the  1st  day  of  this  month,  it  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  f  40,858  92,  in 
place  of  j(328,360  43,  the  sum  to  which  it  would  have  amounted  if  this  ar^ 
rangement  with  the  bank  had  not  been  made.  This  debt  of  f  40,858  93 
is  not  due  to  the  bank,  but  to  individuals  who  hold  that  amount  of  outstand- 
ing Auditor's  warrants,  which  have  not  been  redeemed  by  the  bank. 

It  is  proper,  also,  to  remark,  that  I  have  been  informed  at  the  Treasu- 
rer's office,  that  there  is  now  in  the  treasury  the  sum  of  $28jl59  91,  in  the 
notes  of  the  two  banks,  which,  although  greatly  depreciated,  can  be  made 
available,  by  authorising  them  to  be  paid  out  at  two  dollars  for  one,  to  re- 
duce the  present  indebtedness  of  the  treasury  to  $26,778  97;  thus  placing 
the  State  in  a  better  condition,  inregard  to  its  debt,  contracted  for  ordinary 
expenses,  than  it  has  been  in  for  many  years  past  With  a  little  economy 
and  a  wise  foresight  as  to  the  future,  the  treasury  may  easily  be  kept  in 
this  enviable  condition. 

As  yet  there  has  been  no  settlement  between  the  Fund  Commissioner 
and  the  bank;  and  1  am,  therefore,  not  prepared  at  this  time,  to  inform  the 
General  Assembly  how  an  adjustment  of  the  accounts  between  them  will 
result;  though  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  no  great  difference  existsin  the 
accounts  on  either  side. 

The  bonds  and  certificaties  .received  from  the  bank  have  been  duly  r4^i»- 
tered  in  the  Secretary's  office;  and  I  will  be  prepared,  agieeablv  to  law,  to 
produce  them,  in  front  of  the  State  Hoose  at  3  o'clock,  on  Thursday,  the  9th 
day  of  this  month,  that  they  may  be  destroyed  in  the  presence  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  Ac. 

THOMAS  FORD. 


?f2!fL>  llsxSgpiow. 

RETORT 

OF  THE 

SELECT   COMMITTEE, 

Appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  R.  F.  Barret,  Fund  Commissioner^ 
and  James  W.  Barret,  Agent  of  the  Fund  Commissioner. 


FEBRUARY  6,  1843. 
Laid  on  the. table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Dates,  from  the  joint  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject, 
made  the  following 

REPORT: 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^resentatives: 

The  joint  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  tho  examination  of 
the  accounts  and  transactions  of  Dr.  R.  F.  Barret,  late  Fund  Commis- 
sioner, and  oi  James  W.  Barret,  agent  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  with 
the  State  of  Illinois,  having  given  to  the  subject  that  attention  and  in- 
vestigation its  importance  demands,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following 
report  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations: 

From  the  testimony  before  the  committee,  it  appears  that  in  the  je«ir  A. 
D.  1839,  Gen.  Rawlings  and  Col.  Oakley,  late  Fund  Commissioners,  went 
to  London  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  State  bonds ,  and  purchasing 
railroad  iron  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  railroads  contempla- 
ted b J  the  late  system  of  internal  improvements.  That  while  there  they 
entered  into  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Thompson  &  Forman  for  railroad 
iron  to  the  amount  of  half  a  million  of  dolliurs,  which  was  to  be  shipped 
by  them  to  New  Orleans  for  and  on  account  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

It  further  appears  that  Messrs.  Rawlings  and  Oakley  left  with  Messrs. 
Wright  &  Co.,  bankers,  of  London,  internal  improvement.bonds  for  sale 
to  tlw  amount  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  out  of  which  they  were 
to  pay  Messrs.  Thompson  &  Forman  for  the  iron  above  specified,  and  the 
residue'  of  the  bonds  they  were  to  sell  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  of  an 
agreement  made  by  them  with  Rawlings  and  Oakley  as  the  authorized 
agents  of  the  State.  In  the  year  A.  D.  1840,  after  Dr.  Barret  was  elect- 
ed Fund  Commissioner,  he  becaine  satisfied,  firom  the  general  depression 
IB  all  stocks,  and  the  growing  embarrassments  of  the  whole  monetaiy 
14 
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world,  that  Messrs.  Wright  &  Co.  would  not  l)e  able  to  efiect  sales  of 
the  bonds  at  the  rate  limited  in  the  agreement  between  them  and  Raw- 
lings  and  Oakley.  He,  also,  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  sale 
of  our  bonds  made  on  a  credit  to  John  Delafield,  of  New  York,  A.  H. 
Bangs,  of  the  same  State,  and  to  the  Commercial  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  Erie  County  Bank,  all  of  Buffalo,  to  the  amount  in  the 
aggregate  of  about  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  would  not  be  realized  to 
the  State,  and  that  in  consequence  of  these  disappointroents,  the  progress 
of  the  internal  improvement  system  must  df  necessity  cease;  in  which 
event  the  railroad  iron  contracted  for  by  Messrs.  Rawlings  and  Oakley 
would  be  of  no  use  whatever  to  the  State.  He  accordingly  wrote  to 
Messrs.  Thompson  &  Forman,  of  London,  not  to  ship  the  iron  as  they 
were  required  to  do  by  their  contract,  requesting  them  to  have  it  stored 
there.  From  his  letter  to  those  gentlemen  we  make  the  following  extract: 

"If  your  arrangements  will  not  allow  you  to  delay  its  manufacture,  be 
80  good  as  to  have  it  safely  stored  in  Wales  or  at  its  place  of  manufacture, 
and  there  let  it  remain  until  further  ordered.  It  can  be  as  safely  kept 
there  as  in  Illinois;  we  shall  then  save  the  duty,  and  for  the  time  being, 
the  freights." 

From  the  answer  received  by  Dr.  Barret  to  the  letter  aboVe  referred 
to,  we  extract  the  following  remarks  of  Thompson  &  Forman: 

*'We  have  made  arrangements  for  the  fulnlment  of  the  contract  in 
every  respect,  and  we  feel  that  we  cannot  without  serious  inconvenience 
to  ourselves  comply  with  the  desire  expressed  by  you." 

Dr.  Barret  having  thus  failed  in  his  laudable  endeavors  to  prevent  the 
shipment  of  the  iron  to  New  Orleans,  a  large  portion  of  it  was  sent  for- 
ward, against  his  wishes  and  better  judgment,  by  Messrs.  Thompson  & 
Forman.  And  knowing  as  he  did  that  the  article  had  greatly  fallen  in 
price  since  the  contract  made  by  Messrs.  Rawlings  and  Oakley,  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  the  whole  amount  contracted  for  would  be  imme- 
diately shipped  and  would  be  speedily  arriving  at  New  Orleans.  Attiiis 
time  he  was  without  a  single  dollar  of  the  funds  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
wherewith  to  pay  the  incidental  expenses  on  its  delivery  at  New  Orleans, 
and  that  unless  the  necessary  means  could  be  provided  to  pay  freight  and 
duty  on  its  arrival,  it  would  necessarily  have  to  be  sacrificed.  He  ac- 
cordingly negotiated  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  that  if  they 
would  advance  money  suflBcient,  from  time  to  time,  to  pay  duty,  freight, 
and  other  expenses  up  to  the  Isf  of  February,  A.  D.  lo41,  on  whatever 
amount  of  iron  that  might  arrive  to  that  date,  that  he  would  place  in  their 
hands  one  hundred  bonds  as  colJateral  security  for  its  reimbursement.  In 
November,  A.  D.  1810,  at  the  urgent  soHcitation  of  Dr.  Barret,  the  Got- 
ernor  convened  the  Legislature  fcr  the  express  purpose  of  providing 
means  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  accruing  on  the  receipt  of  the  rail- 
road iron,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  interest  on  our  State  debt  falling  doe  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1841. 

In  the  first  repoi*tmade  to  the  Legislature  of  1840-41  by  Dr.  Barret^ 
the  attention  of  that  body  is  particularly  called  to  the  hypothecation  of 
the  one  hundred  State  bonds  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  above  re- 
ferred to,  and  the  circum'starices  which  compelled  him  to  make  the  hypoth* 
ecation,  as  well  as  the  urgent  necessity  of  their  immediately  adopting 
means  for  their  redemption.  The  Legislature,  accordingly,  et  that  session, 
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passed  a  law  directing  the  present  Fund  Commissioner,  Gen.  J.  D.  White 
side,  to  dispose  of  State  bonds  at  the  best  price  he  could  obtain  therefor 
to  redeem  those  hypothecated  to  the  United  States  Bank  by  Dr.  Barret 
thereby  in  the  opinion,  of  your  committee,  full  v  recognizing  the  contrac 
made  by  the  late  Fond  Commissioner  with  said  bank  in  the  hypotheca 
tion  of  the  State  bonds. 

It  further  appears  from  the  reports  and  correspondence  laid  before  the  * 
committee  that  a  forced  sale  of  either  the  iron  or  State  bonds  was  inev- 
itable. The  former  would  have  been  sacrificed  under  the  hammer  for  a 
very  small  sum  in  comparison  with  its  cost,  while  the  State  bonds  at  the 
same  time  were  worth  from  eighty-four  to  eighty-six  cents  on  the  dollar; 
thereby,  in  the  event  of  a  sale,  subjecting  the  State  to  but  a  partial  loss. 
Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
had  Dr.  Barret  suffered  the  iron  to  be  sold  on  the  wharf  to  pay  either 
freight  or  duty,  when  he  could  (as  he  did)  procure  the  necessary  sum  to 
prevent  a  sacrifice  of  the  iron  in  either  event,  by  an  hypothecation  of 
State  bonds  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  would  have  justly  mer- 
ited the  severest  censure  of  the  Legislature  as  well  as  of  the  people  of 
the  State. 

The  next  item  in  the  account  of  Dr.  Barret,  to  which  the  attention  of 
your  committee  has  been  directed,  is  a  cx)ntract  made  by  him  with  Messrs. 
Blaine,  Tompkins  &  Barret,  of  St.  Louis,  for  the  transportation  of  five 
thousand  tons  of  said  iron  from  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  It 
appears  that  upon  making  said  contract  with  Messrs.  Blaine,  Tompkins 
&  Barret,  he  paid  them  in  advance  fifty  thousand  dollars  in*  Gallipolis 
money.  This  money  he  had  received  from  M.  B.  Sherwood,  Esq.  for 
fifty  internal  improvement  bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  under  the 
following  circumstances:  In  May  or  June,  1840,  to  enable  the  said  Sher- 
wood to  buy  from  the  contractors  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  two 
hundred  State  bonds,  which  they  had  just  received  from  the  Governor,  on 
account  of  the  work  done  for  the  State  on  the  canal,  and  upon  the  sale 
of  which  depended  to  a  great  extent  the  progress  of  the  work  on  this 
great  undertaking.  Dr.  Barret  was  induced  to  let  said  Sherwood  have 
the  fifty  internal  improvement  bonds  on  a  credit  of  some  three  our  four 
months,  with  the  understanding  that  if  he  purchased  iis  contemplated  the 
'  two  hundred  bonds  of  the  contractors  on  the  canal,  he  was  to  return  to  Dr. 
Barret  the  fifty  internal  improvement  bonds  received  of  him,  or  pay  him 
$50,000.  As  a  guaranty  on  the  part  of  Sherwood  that  he  would  either 
return  to  Dr.  Barret  the  fifty  bonds  by  the  first  day  of  October  next  en- 
suing, or  pay  him  therefor  the  par  value  of  said  bonds,  Sherwood  de- 
posited with  Dr.  Barret  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  Gallopolis  m6ney  first 
above  mentioned,  and  also  a  certificate  of  deposit  of  the  Bank  of  Milling- 
ton,  in  Maryland,  ior  fifty  thousand  dollars  more;  which  certificate  of  de- 
posit was  endorsed  by  the  Erie  County  Bank,  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  all  of  which  three  banks  at  the  time  were  specie  paying  banks  of 
unquestioned  credit,  thus  rendering  the  security  taken  by  Dr.  Barret  in 
double  the  amount  of  the  bonds  sold,  so  far  as  human  foresight  could  judge, 
undoubted. 

On  the  return  of  Dr.  Barret  from  New  York,  in  the  month  of  August 
of  the  same  year,  he  ascertained  that  Sherwood  had  not  succeeded  in 
purchasing  from  the  canal  contractors  the  two  hundred  State  bonds,  and 
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that,  contrary  to  his  agreement  in  New  York,  he  had  proceeded  to  Chica- 
go and  offered  to  paj  the  contractors,  instead  of  Illinois  or  Kentucky 
money,  the  paper  of  the  Gallipolis  Bank.  This  fact,  together  with  dis- 
creditable reports  then  in  circulation  through  the  papers,  both  as  to  the 
Gailipolis  and  Millington  banks,  led  Dr.  Barret  to  fear  that  the  money 
of  the  Gallipolis  Bank  would  speedily  become  worthless.  He  according- 
ly  wrote  immediately  to  Mr.  Sherwood  insisting  upon  an  instantaneoiis 
return  of  the  fifty  internal  improvement  bonds,  expressing  to  him  at  the 
same  tinr>e  his  great  doubt  of  the  solvency  of  said  banks,  the  paper  and 
certificate  of  deposit  of  which  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Doc- 
tor as  above  set  forth.  He  further  stated  to  Sherwood,  that  if  the  bondd 
had  been  by  him  placed  beyond  his  control,  or  if  there  was  any  doubt  of 
his  ability  to  pay  for  them*  to  purchase  Illinois  State  scrip  to  an  equal 
amount;  which  Dr.  Barret  agreed  to  receive  in  payment  for  said  bonds* 
To  this  Sherwood  replied  that  he  would  endeavor  to  procure  the  scrip, 
and  requested  Dr.  Barr^t^  to  say  to  Col.  Mather,  with  whom  the  Galli- 

5 oils  money  was  deposited,  to  use  it  in  the  purchase  of  scrip.  But  CoL 
lather,  doubting  the  solvency  of  the  Gallipolis  Bank,  refused  to  give 
cui  r/cncy  to  the  paper  in  the  purchase  of  scrip,  and  advised  Dr.  Barret 
to  dispose  of  the  Gallipolis  money  without  delay,  in  order  to  secure  the 
Slate  against  ultimate  loss.  Acting  upon  this  advice.  Dr.  Barret,  as  well 
as  others  in  his  behalf,  tried  to  dispose  of  the  Gailipolis  money  in  the 
purchase  of  scrip;  bat  in  consequence  of  State  scrip  being  worth  at  the 
lime  from  85  to  86  cents  on  the  dollar,  while  the  credit  of  the  Gallipolis 
Bunk  was  at  best  exceedingly  doubtful,  the  exchange  could  not  be  efifected. 
In  themean  time  the  credit  given  to  Sherwood  for  a  return  of  the  fifty  inter- 
nal improvement  bands,  or  payment  for  the  same  at  their  par  vedue,  having 
expired,  and  neither  being  complied  with  on  the  part  of  Sherwood,  Dr. 
Barret  immediately,  left  for  the  east  with  the  moneys  determined  not  to 
return  until  he  had  disposed  of  it  upon  some  terms  or  another,  thus  se- 
curing, to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  the  State  from  loss.  On  reaching  St. 
Louis  a  Baltimore  paper  was  placed  in  his  hands,  from  which  he  learned 
that  the  Bank  of  Millington  had  exploded,  and  proven  a  grossly  fraudu- 
lent concern.  This  increased  his  alarm  in  regard  to  the  Gallipolis  Bank, 
and  stimulated  him  to  renewed  exertions  to  get  rid  of  it  without  the  loss 
of  another  day.  At  this  time  a  large  portion  of  the  railroad  iron  pur- 
chased from  Thompson  &  Forman  had  arrived  at  New  Orleans*  and  the 
residue  was  daily  expected.  Under  the  law  it  was  made  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  Fund  Commissioner  to  receive  this  iron  *^whereyer  landed  in 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  its  transportation  to  the  State  of  Illi* 
nois."  Dr.  Barret  was,  comparatively  speaking,  a  perfect  stranger  in 
Si.  Louis  at  the  time,  but  hearing  that  some  of  the  steamboats  were  still 
taking  Gallipolis  money  for  freight,  and  knowing  that  James  L.  Lamb, 
Esq.,  of  Springfield,  was  a  steamboat  owner,  he  applied  to  him,  whom 
he  met  in  St.  Louis,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Blaine,  to  aid  him  in  making  a  con- 
tract for  the  transportation  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  iron  from  ISevr  Or- 
leans to  Illinois,  to  work  oflf  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  Gallipolis  money, 
which,  to  a  responsible  contractor,  he  was  willing  to  pay  in  advance. 

From  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lamb,  as  well  as  from  the  certificates  of  J« 
6d  E.  Walsh,  and  Kennett,  White,  &  Co.,  extensive  steamboat  owners,  it 
appears  that  the  same  contract  subsequently  given  to  Blaine,  TompkiDS 
&  Barret,  was  offered  to  all  three  of  these  respective  steamboat  owners. 
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who  declined  taking  the  same.  Mr.  Lamb  also  testified  that  he  Tcrilj  be-^ 
lieved  that  Blaine,  Tompkins  &  Barret,  after  all  other  applications  Imd^ 
failed,  agreed  to  take  the  contract,  and  receive  the  fifty  thousand  doDiirs 
Gallipolis  money  in  advance,  more  with  a  view  of  enabling  Dr.  Barret  to 
get  rid  of  the  same,  and  thereby  save  the  Slate  from  loss,  than  from  any 
profit  they  v^ould  derive  by  the  terms  of  the  contract.  Dr.  Barret  ac- 
cordingly entered  into  a  contract  with  Biaine,  Tompkins  &  Barret,  at  ten 
dollars  per  ton  from  New  Orleans  to  Alton,  and  at  the  same  rate  to  any 
point  either  above  or  below  Alton,  that  he  might  direct  the  same  or  any 
portion  thereof  to  be  landed.  The  price  agreed  to  be  paid  by  Dr.  Bur- 
ret  was  proven  by  James  L.  Lamb,  Wm.  Bassett,  and  James  W.  Barret, 
the  iron  agent,  to  be  as  low  as  the  iron  could  have  been  freighted  for  at  tlie 
time,  and  as  low  as  jany  former  iron  had  ever  been  brought  to  the  Slate. 
This  contract  was  made  in  October,  1840.  In  November  following  t!ie 
Legislature  was  to  convene,  and  Dr.  Barret,  not  knowing  v.*hat  might  be 
its  action  in  regard  to  the  internal  improvement  system,  or  whether  they 
would  desire  the  whole  of  the  iron  to  be  transported  to  Illinois,  used  the 
prccaation  to  insert  in  the  contract  that  should  the  Legislature  direct  the 
iron  to  be  disposed  of  in  any  other  way  than  by  bringing  it  to  Illinois, 
that  the  contract  should  be  abandoned,  and  the  contractors  should  refund 
to  the  State  for  the  number  of  tons  of  iron  not  delivered  by  them,  either 
cash,  scrip  or  other  State  liabiUties  at  the  lowest  rate  it  would  have  cost 
them  to  have  fulfilled  their  contract  with  the  State. 

This  contract  was  reported  to  the  Legislature  of  1840,  but  no  steps  was 
taken  by  that  body  eitner  to  dispose  of  the  iron  or  prevent  its  transpor- 
tation from  New  "Orleans  to  Illinois.  In  the  spring  of  1841,  however, 
owing  to  the  great  depreciation  of  our  State  bonds,  and  contrary  to  tiie 
statements  made  in  their  letter  to  Dr.  Barret  in  1840,  Messrs.  Thompson 
&  Forman  failed  to  fulfil  their  contract  and  forward  the  residue  of  the 
iron  contracted  for  by  Messrs  Rawlings  and  Oakley.  In  consequence  of 
this  unlooked  for  conduct  on  the  part  of  Thompson  &  Forman,  the  State 
was  unable  to  furnish  the  full  amount  of  iron  to  Messrs.  Blaine,  Tomp- 
kins &  Barret  to  freight  to  Illinois.  And  in  consequence  of  this  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  State  to  furnish  the  full  amount  of  freight,, Messrs. 
Blaine,  Tompkins  &  Barret  provided  themselves  with  State  indebt- 
edncss  to  the  amount  of  about  seventeen  thousand  dollars,  which 
they  insist  is  all  they  are  bound  to  refund  to  the  State  by  the  terms,  tenor 
and  effect  of  their  contract  with  the  Fund  Commissioner.  In  the  spring 
of  1841,  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  decline  in  all  kinds  of  business,  and 
the  embarrassment  that  pervaded  the  comipercial  world,  freights,  with 
every  thing  else  to  some  extent  declined.  The  Slate,  therefore,  by  the 
terms  of  the  contract  will  be  subjected  to  something  of  a  loss  in  conse- 
quence thereof. 

These  are  the  circumstances  that  surrounded  this  transaction,  which 
has  been  made  the  principal  cause  of  complaint  against  the  official  con- 
duct of  Dr.  Barret  as  late  Fund  Commissioner  of  the  State.  And  the  ques- 
tion submitted  for  our  investigation  and  decision  is,  was  Dr.  Barret  justi- 
fied in  making  the  contract  he  did  and  advancing  the  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars cash?  nod  the  funds  on  hand  been  of  a  solvent  bank,  free  from  sus- 
picion and  doubt,  your  committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he 
would  not  have  .been  justified,  but  on  the  contrary  guilty  of  a  most  pal* 
pable  dereliction  of  duty.    Caught,  however,  as  he  was  with  this  sum  of 
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money  on  hand,  all  upon  one  bank,  which,  at  the  time  he  made  the  con- 
tract, was  in  exceedingly  bad  repute,  and  which,  in  a  very  few  weeks  af- 
ter the  payment  of  the  money  to  Blaine,  Tompkins  &  Barret,  exploded 
and  became  utterly  worthless,  we  consider  that  prudence,  as  well  as  a  due 
regard  for  the  interest  of  the  State,  fully  warranted  and  justified  his  mak- 
ing the  contract  he  did.  In  the  case  as  it  now  stands  the  loss  to  the  State 
is  but  small.  Had  the  contract  not  been  made  and  the  money  retained 
on  hand,  the  loss  to  the  State  wouM  have  been  the  whole  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Your  committee,  therefore,  are  irresistibly  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  under  the  circumstances  Dr.  Barret  is  absolved  from  all  blame  or 
censure  in  this  respect,  and  that  in  our  opinion  he  was  governed  in  the 
course  he  adopted  solely  with  an  eye  single  to  the  best  interest  of  the 
State. 

Another  item  in  the  Account  of  Dr.  Barret,  objected  to  by  the  present 
Fund  Commissioner,  is  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  drawn  by  Dr. 
Barret  from  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.,  of  New  York, 
in  April,  1841,  who  had  in  their  possession  funds  belonging  to  th  State 
of  Illinois.  From  the  testimony  before  us  it  appears  that  Dr.  Barret, 
when  he  left  here  in  December,  1840,  for  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the 
purpose  of  negotiating  a  loan  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1841,  was  witlK)ut  a  dollar  belonging  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  was 
compelled  to  bear  his  expenses  from  his  private  individual  funds.  On 
reaching  the  city  of  New  York  he  informed  Messrs.  Nevins,  Townsend 
&  Co.  that  he  should  require,  out  of  the  funds  in  their  hands  and  be- 
longing to  the  State  of  Illinois,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  his  expenses  while  in  the  city,  and  enabling  him  to  return  home, 
and  also  to  pay  off  W  .Gatewood  Esq.,  the  secretary  of  the  Fund  Commis- 
sioner, on  his  arrival  in  Illinois,  the  balance  of  salary  remaining  due  and 
unpaid  to  him  as  such  secretary;  which  amount  Messrs.  Nevins,  Town- 
send  &  Co.  at  once  agreed  to  advance  to  him  when  called  for.  On  the 
the  1st  of  April,  when  the  Doctor  was  on  the  eve  of  starting  for  Illinois, 
he  called  upon  Messrs.  Nevins,  Townsend  &l  Co.  and  received  the  above 
sum,  which  is  regularly  charged  to  himself  in  his  account  current  render- 
ed to  Mr.  Whiteside,  as  well  as  to  your  committee.  Out  of  this  amount 
received  from  Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.  he  paid  his  expenses  while  in 
New  York  for  four  months,  exclusively  upon  the  business  of  the  State, 
his  travelling  expenses  home,  and  a  thousand  dollars  to  W.  Gatewood, 
Esq.,  on  his  return,  for  a  balance  of  salary  due  him;  all  of  which  is  fully 
and  satisfactorily  shown  in  the  account  of  W.  Gatewood  upon  final  set- 
tlement, and  now  on  file  in  the  Fund  Commissioner's  oflBce.  This  amount 
the  present  Fund  Commissioner  refused  to  allow  Messrs.  Nevins,  Town- 
send  &  Co.  in  a  settlement  made  by  him  with  them,  on  the  ground  that 
Dr.  Barret  drew  the  money  after  he  had  ceased  to  be  Fund  Commissioner, 
and  those  gentlemen  have  been  made  to  strike  this  sum  from  their  ac- 
count and  endorse  thereon  that  they  will  look  to  Dr.  Barret  for  the  p»y- 
ment  of  the  same  together  with  interest. 

Your  committee  deem  it  both  unreasonable  and  unjust,  as  well  as  repug- 
nant to  every  principle  of  justice  and  honesty,  to  require  that  Dr.  Barret 
should  be  made  to  lose  this  amount  and  refund  the  8an>e  to  Messrs. 
Nevins,  Townsend  &  Co.,  when  it  manifestly  appears  that  every  dollar 
of  it  was  laid  out  in  peeing  his  necessary  expenses  as  Fund  Coromissiott- 
tr  of  the  State,  and  in  liquidating  an  undisputed  debt  due  by  the  State  to 
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Mr.  Gatewoody  the  late  secretary  of  the  Fund  CommissioBer.  And  more 
especially  when,  by  a  positive  resolution  adopted  by  both  branches  of 
the  General  Assembly  at  its  last  session,  Dr.  Barret  was  instructed  to  pay 
Mr*  Gatewood  his  salary;  and  when,  at  the  very  same  time,  the  State 
"^as  indebted  to  Dr.  Barret  in  tl^e  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  exclusive  of  travelling  expenseis. 

During  the  time  Dr.  Barret  acted  as  the  Fund  Commissioner  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  whole  of  his  moneyed  transactions  and  negotiations 
(with  the  exception  of  the  fifty  thousand  dollars  Gallipolis  money,  receive 
ed  by  him  of  Mr.  Sherwood,)  were  with  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  Messrs. 
Nevins^  Townsend  &  Co.  Their  several  accounts  rendered  the  State,  ani 
on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  demonstrate,  beyond  the 
power  of  contradiction,  that  all  the  money  ever  received  by  him. 
individually  amounted  to  the  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
twenly-tw'o  dollars  and  sixty -four  cents.  Of  which  two  thousand  dollars 
was  received  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-two dollars  and  sixty-four  cents  from  Messrs.  Boorman  &  Johnson,  and 
the  above  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  received  from  Messrs*  Nevins, 
Townsend  &  Co.  He  was  in  the  service  of  the  State  as  Fund  Commis- 
sioner over  fifteen  months,  during  which  time  he  made  three  trips  to  the 
city  of  New  York  and  back.  His  per  diem  allowance  fixed  by  law  amounts 
ta  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars.  The  amount  paid 
by  him  to  Mr.  Gatewood,  as  secretary  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  which 
is  also  fixed  by  law,  is  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  to  others,  as  is  satisfac- 
torily shown  to  the  committee,  by  his  account  and  accompanying  vouchers, 
the  further  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  aud  seventeen 
cents,  making  in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of  four  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  leaving  a  balance  due  Dr.  Barret 
of  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents,  in  which 
amount  the  State  of  Illiuois  stands  justly  indebted  to  him,  over  and  above 
travelling  expenses. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  expressing  our  high  gratifica- 
tion at  the  frankness  exhibited  by  Dr.  Barret  in  answering  all  the  inter- 
rogatories propounded  to  him  by  the  committee,  and  the  candid  and  evi- 
dent sincerity  that  characterized  his  every  answer,  whether  operating  for 
or  against  him.  And  to  his  unwearied  attention  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  protracted  investigation,  as  well  as  the  perfect  knowledge  he  has 
of  the  whole  financial  transactions  of  the  State,  are  we  indebted  for  great 
aid  in  conducting  and  concluding  our  investigations.  His  account  ren- 
dered is  in  a  clear,  full  and  perspicuous  style,  exhibiting  minutely  every 
dollar  received  and  disbursed  by  him,  together  with  the  number,  date  and 
amount  of  every  State  bond  by  him  signed  or  disposed  of.  And 
no  man,  after  an  examination  and  perusal  of  it,  can  for  a  moment  doubt 
the  honesty,  uprightness,  and  integrity  that  has  guided  and  governed  him 
in  his  every  moneyed  transaction  with  the  State  of  Illinois. 


Your  committee  have  iiad  under  consideration  and  investigation  the 
accounts  and  acts  of  James  W.  Barret,  agent  of  the  Fund  Commissioner, 
in  managing  the  railroad  iron,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 
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That  few  subjects  have  for  many  years,  more  strongly  excited  pablic 
attention  than  the  science  of  geology,  and  we  may  justly  attribute  this 
general  interest  to  the  improved  condition  of  the  science,  and  its  numer- 
ous applications  to  useful  purposes. 

GeofogT  is  now  so  generally  cultivated  by  all  civilized  people,  that  the 
degree  of  attention  paid  to  it  is  almost  a  sure  criterion  of  national  intel- 
ligence and  prosperity.  The  science  reveals  the  most  important  facta 
to  mankind,  for  it  delves  into  the  recesses  of  the  earth  and  brings  forth 
its  bidden  treasures,  in  order  that  industry,  the  handmaid  of  science,  may 
apply  them  to  useful  and  important  purposes. 

Of  all  the  arts,  your  committee  know  of  none  more  likely  to  be  im- 
proved by  geological  examinations,  than  that  of  agriculture,  since  the 
composition  of  soils  indicates  their  fertility,  or  capabilities  of  improve- 
ment, and  the  causes  of  barrenness,  and,  also,  their  adaptation  to  difierent 
kinds  of  crops. 

For  whoever  considers  the  attempts  made  to  raise  wheat,  and  other 
grain,  upon  soil  totally  destitute  of  lime,  will  at  once  appreciate  the 
value  of  that  mineral  substance,  and  its  importance  in  the  production  of 
grain. 

An  imperfect  or  blighted  product  is  sure  to  follow  the  planting  of 
grain  upon  soils  destitute  of  lime;  while  soils  containing  this  mineral 
are  always  favored  with  luxuriant  and  heavy  crops. 

This  is  one  of  the  settled  points  in  agriculture,  and  one  which  every 
farmer  should  duly  appreciate,  if  he  wishes  to  prosper  in  his  art.  Numer- 
ous other  substances  will  doubtless  be  pointed  out,  by  directing  public 
attention  to  the  subject  in  the  manner  proposed,  in  the  following  queries, 
submitted  by  the  committee  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  before  refer- 
red to*  Your  committee  feel  assured,  that  by  this  mode  of  soliciting  in- 
dividual aid,  many  interesting  anfli  valuable  specimens,  and  much  infor- 
mation of  vast  importance,  may  be  obtained;  all  of  which  will  afford  as- 
sistance  of  intrinsic  value,  in  conducting  a  geological  and  mineralogical 
survey  of  the  State,  when  our  finances  shall  justify  an  object  so  desirable* 

The  plan  proposed  will  introduce  the  subject  for  public  discussion;  its 
importance  will  be  duly  weighed,  and  the  science  of  geology  will  no 
longer  be  reproached,  as  being  uncertain  and  chimerickl*  But  geology 
will  assume  a  rank  among  the  accurate  and  certain  sciences,  and  our  cit- 
izens w)ll  learn  to  avail  themselves  of  the  natural  resources  of  the 
country. 

If  we  could  but  estimate  the  amount  of  money,  paid  out  by  Illinois  for 
iron,  salt,  glass,  lead,  copper,  lime,  grave  stones,  &c.  and  should  then  learn 
how  easily  those  articles  might  be  wrought  in  Illinois  from  her  own  re- 
sources, we  should  be  astonished  at  the  feet,  that  so  few  of  those  articles 
have  been  manufactured  by  our  own  citizens,  although  the  raw  mate- 
rials  might  be  obtained  in  great  abundance. 

Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  a  geological  survey 
of  Illinois,  if  rightly  improved,  would  become  one  of  the  most  profitable 
investments  that  could  be  made  by  the  State,  and  would  compare  in 
utility  with  any  similar  work  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  trust  that  the  State  of  Illinois  will  ;iot  be  allowed  to  remain 
blank  in  the  geological  map  of  the  Union. 
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In  order  to  acquire  a  fund  of  useful  information,  that  will  at  some  fu- 
ture time  facilitate  a  survey,  and  serve  as  the  keys  to  the  resources  of 
the  State,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  queries  and 
sziggesiioTis  together  with  a  bill* 

GEOLOGICAL  QUERIES  TO  BE  PROPOUNDED  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE. 

Rocks. 

1.  Have  ledges  of  rocks  been  observed  in  your  vicinity? 

2.  Are  the  ledges  on  the  sides,  or  on  the  summits  of  bills,  on  the  shore 
or  in  valleys? 

3.  Are  the  rocks  divided  into  regular  layers? 

4.  Have  any  ores  been  found,  either  diffused  through  the  mass  of  rock, 
Of  in  separate  beds  or  veins? 

5«  Have  any  useful,  or  curious,  or  rare  minerals  been  found  in  the  rocks 
or  veins? 

6.  What  names  are  commonly  used  to  designate  the  rocks,  ores,  mio- 
erab,  &c.  referred  to?   And  what  are  their  general  appearances? 

7.  Have  they  been,  or  might  they  be  applied  to  useful  purposes? 

8.  Do  the  rocks  which  are  exposed  at  the  Surface  crumble,  or  show  a 
tendency  to  decomposition? 

9*  What  is  the  texture  of  the  rocks;  porous,  like  sandstone,  or  compact 
and  impenetrable  by  water,  like  compact  limestones;  slaty,  or  granular 
or  crystalline  like  granite  and  some  marbles? 

10.  Do  the  rocks  become  harder  and  stronger  after  removal  from  the 
quarry? 

11.  Are  saline  sdbstances,  such  as  salt,  alum,  copperas,  nitre,  plaster 
of  paris,  epsom,  salts,  &c.  found  on  the  surfaces  or  iu  the  interstices  be- 
tween the  rocks? 

12*  Are  slate,  limestone,  sandstone,  granite,  buhr-stone,  &c*,  found  in 
your  vicinity? 

13.  Where  rocks  of  different  kinds  come  in  contact,  is  there  any 
change  in  their  character  near  their  junction? 

Sands. 

1.  Are  there  any  bods  of  fine  white  sand,  or  sandstone,  which  contain 
no  black,  or  red,  or  yellow  grains? 

2.  Has  it  ever  been  used  for  making  glass,  or  for  other  purposes? 

3.  Are  there  beds  of  red,  or  black  sand,  washed  upon  the  shores  of 
rivers,  or  upon  the  beaches  of  lakes? 

4.  Are  these  sands  abundant  enough  for  purposes  of  commerce? 

5.  Do  they  contain  iron  ore,  and  have  they  been  used  as  a  sut>stitute 
for  emery  or  for  blotting  sand  ? 

6.  Is  the  general  surUce  of  the  country  sand,  clay  or  loam? 

7.  Is  the  sand,  in  any  locality  hardened  into  sandstone? 

8.  Is  sand  washed  along  the  shores  by  currents,  and  deposited  in  new 
situations? 

9.  Are  any  islands,  sand  bars,  shoals  or  beaches  known  to  have  been 
thus  formed  ? 

10.  Have  islands  or  coasts,  been  washed  away  entirely,  or  in  part,  by 
the  action  of  the  waves? 

11.  Where  cliffs  have  been  undermined  and  have  tumbled  down,  what 
kinds  of  earth,  sand  or  rock,  were  exposed? 


13.  Were  ihey  arranged  in  regular  layers! 

13.  Were  bones,  shells,  bits  of  blackened  wood,  leares  or  seeds»  or 
any  vegetable  matter,  imbedded  in  them! 

Clays. 

1.  Are  any  beds  of  clay  known  in  the  vicinity! 

2.  Are  the  beds  extensive  or  of  small  magnitude! 

3.  At  what  depth  do  they  lie  below  the  surface! 

4.  What  is  the  thickness  of  the  bed  or  beds! 

5.  What  materials  were  observed  in  digging  down  to  them? 

6.  Are  the  clays  in  thin  layers,  which  easily  separate! 

7.  Do  the  beds  of  clay  alternate  with  beds  of  sand  and  gravel! 

8.  Are  the  layers  of  the  beds  of  clay,  gravel,  or  sand,  inclined,  or  are 
they  level  or  undulating! 

9.  What  is  the  color  of  the  clay! 

10.  Is  it  mixed  with  sand,  or  is  it  free  of  grit! 

11*  When  mixed  with  water,  does  it  form  a  tough  and  plastic  mass,  or 
does  it  crumble  to  a  pap? 

12.  When  heated  red  hot,  does  it  become  red,  brown,  or  white? 

13.  To  what  useful  purpose  has  it  been  applied! 

14.  Has  it  been  tried  as  a  manure  for  sandy  soils? 

TFoter,  SpringSy  4^. 

1.  At  what  depth  is  water  obtained? 

2.  What  strata  are  passed  through  before  reaching  it? 

3.  Does  clay,  loam,  or  rock  occur  at  the  level  of  the  springs! 

4.  Is  the  water  ^^hard*^  or  ^^«q/I,"  as  these  terms  are  usually  employed 
when  speaking  of  water! 

5.  Did  the  water  accumulate  gradually  into  the  well  when  first  dug  or 
did  it  come  in  a  strong  stream? 

6.  Have  shells,  bones,  pieces  of  blackened  wood,  or  common  wood, 
beds  of  marl  or  clay,  been  observed  in  digging  wells  or  cellars,  or  by  the 
caving  down  of  cliffs  or  banks  on  the  shore  or  by  the  sides  of  streams? 

7.  Have  mineral  springs  been  discovered! 

8.  What  is  their  taste!  sulphurous,  inky,  pungent  or  saline? 

9.  Is  there  any  sensible  odor  to  the  water?  What  is  it  like! 

10.  Is  there  a  reddish  or  yellowish  deposite  where. the  waters  flow  off, 
or  in  the  adjacent  meadows  or  ponds! 

11.  Has  the  mineral  water  been  used  in  the  cure  of  any  diseases! 

12.  Is  the  spring  copious. 

13.  Do  lar^e  springs  burst  from  the  earth! 

14.  What  IS  the  temperature  of  the  springs? 

Salt  springs  and  licks. 

1.  Are  any  salt  springs  known  in  your  vicinity! 

2.  Did  the  salt  water  flow  there  originally,  or  is  it  owing  to  salt  wells 
liavinff  been  bored  through  the  rocks? 

3.  Has  a  record  of  the  strata,  with  their  thickness,  or  a  suit  of  speci* 
mens  to  illustrate  their  nature,  been  preserved ! 

4.  At  what  depth  has  the  salt  water  been  found! 

5.  Does  it  flow  at  the  surface  or  is  it  pumped  up? 

6.  What  is  its  strength? 
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7.  What  is  the  mode  of  manufacture? 

8.  Are  any  difficulties  encountered  in  making  good  salt  and  what  are 
they? 

9.  What  impurities  are  in  the  brine? 

10.  How  are  they  separated? 

11.  What  is  the  temperature  of  the  water  as  it  flows  from  the  well? 
12*  Do  petroleum,  or  mineral  oil,  or  tar  flow  with  the  salt  water? 

13.  Does  carburretted  hydrogen  issue  from  the  licks  and  wells  by  con- 
stant bubbling  up,  or  rush  up  in  paroxysmal  eruptions? 
^  Subierranean  Forests* 

I.  In  digging  wells,  or  other  excavations,  or  by  the  caving  down  of 
banks  or  cliffs  of  earth,  have  any  traces  of  trees,  wood,  bark,  leaves,  nuts 
or  seeds  been  discovered  much  below  the  surface  of  the  earth? 

3.  Were  these  remains  in  their  natural  state,  or  were  they  converted 
to  stone,  or  to  a  black  substance  like  charcoal? 

3.  If  the  latter,  h<is  the  substance  been  used  for  fuel? 

4.  At  wh^t  depth  does  it  lie,  and  in  what  earth,  sand  or  clay? 

5.  What  strata  were  observed  above  and  below? 

6.  Do  the  trees  stand  erect? 

7.  Do  they  lie  all  in  one  direction? 

8.  Do  you  suppose  drifdog  sands,  washing  by  water,  or  other  causes, 
have  buried  them? 

9.  What  is  the  situation  of  this  lignite  with  regard  to  the  water 
courses,  and  its  relative  height  above  or  below  them? 

10.  Have  shells  or  bones  been  found  in  the  layer  containing  the  lig- 
nite,  or  in  the  adjacent  strata? 

Peat  bogs  and  Shell  marh 
1.  Are  there  inland  meadows  or  swamps  in  your  vicinity  that  .tremble 
when  one  walks  over  them? 
2»  Are  they  covered  by  moss  and  cranberry  vines? 

3.  At  what  depth  can  a  pole  be  thrust  down?  * 

4.  How  many  are  there,  and  of  what  extent  in  your  vicinity? 

5.  Does  the  peat  or  black  tremulous  mud,  rest  on  sand,  gravel,  rock  or 
a  white  clayey  marl,  containing  small  shells? 

6.  Has  the  peat  been  used  for  fuel,  or  for  burning  lime  or  bricks? 

7.  Has  the  peat,  or  shell  marl,  been  used  as  a  manure? 

8.  Are  there  lakes  or  ponds,  which]  have  a  white  earthy  substance, 
(marl)  in  them  which  contains  small  shells? 

Bog  iron  ore. 

1.  Are  there  ponds  or  marshes  in  the  vicinity,  in  the  bottom  of  which 
is  a  soft  spongy,  yellowish  brown  stone  or  gravel? 

2.  Does  it  originate  from  mineral  springs  or  from  stagnant  waters? 

3.  Does  such  ore  occur  in  banks,  on  the  sides,  cr  at  the  base  of  hills, 
in  valleys  or  in  streams? 

4.  Has  it  been  used  as  an  iron  ore? 

5.  Is  it  in  such  quantities  as  to  be  useful? 

Marshes. 
L  Have  the  marshes  on  the  borders  of  lakes,  on  the  banks  of  streams, 
or  on  the  flat  table  lands  in  your  vicinity,  changed  materially  within  the 
period  of  history,  or  within  the  remembrance  of  old  inhabitants? 
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2.  Have  they  become  more  wet,  rtnd  risen  so  as  to  cover  land  before 
dry? 

3.  Have  they  sunk  in  level,  and  from  what  cause? 

4.  Have  they  become  more  dry,  and  from  what  cagse? 

5.  Have  they  changed  in  the  natural  growth  of  the  soil? 

Lakes  and  drainage  of  lakes. 
1*  Has  there  been  a  periodical  variation  of  level  on  our  lake  coast,  the 
rise  and  fall  of  which  has  occupied  a  series  of  years? 

2.  Is  Lake  Michigan  now  at  a  higher  or  lower  level  than  it  was  a  few 
years  ago? 

3.  If  so,  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  cause? 

4.  Is  there  a  tidal  swell  on  the  lake,  and  which  is  distinct  from  the  ir- 
regular flux  and  reflux  caused  by  the  changes  in  the  direction  and  force 
of  the  wind. 

5.  Are  changes  now  being  effected  on  the  lake  coast,  either  by  was- 
ting away  or  by  the  formation  of  new  land? 

6.  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  them? 

7.  In  what  localities  are  such  changes  going  ou? 

8.  Are  there  any  evidences  of  the  lakes  in  your  vicinity  having  once 
occupied  a  higher  level  than  they  do  at  present? 

9.  Does  this  evidence  consist  in  elevated  beaches,  or  the  cutting  down 
of  their  outlets,  or  both  these  combined? 

10.  Are  there  valleys  which  seem  to  have  been  once  lakes,  and  what 
evidence  is  there  on  this  point? 

11.  Are  there  regular  straiified  depositesof  clay,  sand,  gravel,  &c.  in 
the  va'leys?  .  .  '  . 

12.  Are  there  terraces  in  the  valleys,  indicative  either  of  ancient 
beaches,  or  of  such  slopes  as  are  formed  by  the  retiring  surges  on  sandy 
coasts? 

13.  Are  remains  of  plants  or  animals  found  in  them? 

14.  Are  there  deep  defiles  through  the  country,  through  which  the 
water  flows,  or  seems  to  have  once  flowed? 

15«  What  is  the  nature  of  the  strata  of  these  defiles? 
Rivers  and  river  alluvions. 

1.  Are  the  rivers  and  streams  in  your  vicinity  deepening  their  chan- 
nels, or  raising  their  beds  \>y  the  deposit  of  alluvial  matter? 

2.  Do  you  know  of  instances  of  lattcral  streams  bringing  in  such 
quanties  of  alluvial  matter,  and  of  so  coarse  a  texture,  that  the  larger 
stream  is  unable  to  sweep  it  away,  and  which  might  cause  the  formation 
of  lakes  in  the  valleys  above? 

3.  Arc  the  rivers  or  smaller  streams  lost  by  sinking  in  the  ground? 

4.  Have  the  rivers  in  your  vicinity  rock,  gravel,  sand,  mud,or  clay  beds! 

5.  What  is  the  mean  quantity  of  water  passing  through river 

per  day? 

6.  Is  the  transported  alluvion  of  rivers  deposited  in  shoals,  bars  and 
islands  near  their  mouths? 

Botdders. 

1.  Are  there  rocks  in  your  vicinity  which  appear  to  have  been  trans- 
ported from  a  distance? 

2.  Are  they  isolated  on  the  surface  or  imbedded  in  the  earth? 
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3.  Are  they  verj  bard  or  da  they  crumble  away  by  the  e£fect&  of  the 
weather? 

4.  Do  these  boulders  or  blocks  occur  singly,  or  are  they  in  groups? 

5.  Are  they  similar  to  ledges  of  rocks  known  to  you,  either  in  the^vi- 
cinity  or  eb^wheret 

6#  Do  they  contain  shells^  or  the  remains  of  marine  animals  or  plants? 
7.  Has  ice  been  known  to  move  masses  of  rock  in  ponds,  streams,  bays 
or  inlets? 

Agriculture,  manures,  ^c. 

1.  What  manures  are  employed  on  *he  soil? 

2.  Has  a  rotation  of  manures  been  tried? 

3.  What  rotation  of  crops  is  employed  on  the  light,  and  what  on  the 
heavy  soils? 

4.  Have  changes  of  rotations  of  crops  been  tried,  and  with  what 
success? 

5.  How  arc  manures  prepared  in  your  vicinity? 

6.  Has  salt,  or  nitre,  or  copperas  been  tried  in  a  small  quantity  on  the] 
land  as  manure? 

7.  Have  shells  or  pounded  limestone,  or  limestone  gravel,  been  strewed 
upon  the  soil  with  a  view  to  their  action  as  permanent  fertilizers? 

8.  Has  peat  been  rotted  and  tried  as  a  manure? 

9.  Has  pond-hole  mud  been  tried? 

10.  Have  clay  soils  beeen  dressed  with  sand,  sand  soils  with  clay,  and 
marshes  with  gravel  or  sand? 

11.  Are  banks  of  shells  known,  except  such  as  have  been  left  by  the 
Indians,  and  which  are  either  superficial  or  buried  by  a  small  depth  of 
turf,  drift,  sand,  or  earth  washed  over  them  where  the  water  flows? 

12*  Have  the  bones  of  Mammoth  or  Fossil  Elephant,  subterranean 
streams,  land  slips,  natural  ice-houses,  or  other  curious  or  interesting 
phenomena  of  any  kind  been  discovered  in  your  vicinity,  and  which 
nave  not  been  embraced  in  the  preceding  queries? 

Suggestions  for  collecting  geological  specimens  and  observing  geological 

pfienomena* 

1.  Collect  specimens  of  all  those  minerals^  earths,  sands,  clays,  peats, 
marls  and  lignites  observed,  and  note  the  relative  quantities,  whether 
abundant  or  rare. 

2.  If  any  of  those  minerals  be  applied  to  useful  purposes,  note  their 
particular  applications,  the  places  where  used,  the  amount  of  industry 
and  capital  employed,  and  the  articles  produced? 

3.  If  they  be  not  used,  note  whether,  in  your  opinion,  any  one  or  all 
may  be  usefully  applied,  and  for  what,  and  what  facilities  the  adjacent 
country  may  present  for  manufacture  or  transport,  or  from  its  contiguity 
to  a  market 

4.  Note  the  order  of  superposition  of  the  different  beds  of  rock,  earth, 
coal,  3and,  clay,&c.  with  regard  to  each  other;  the  amount  and  direction 
of  the  dip;  wnether  dislocations,  veins,  dykes,  &c.  Sketches  should 
always  be  made  to  illustrate  the  thickness  and  relative  position  of  strata. 

5.  Note  if  any  traces  of  organic  existence  be  observable  in  any  of  the 
matcrils  mentioned,  whether  animal  or  vegetable,  either  as  impressions, 
casts  or  petrifactions;  whether  imbedded  or  loose  in  these  materials. 


1234]  B 

6.  The  excavations  along  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  roate,  and 
in  mining,  quarrying,  making  deep  cuts  for  rail  roads,  digging  wells, 
cellars,  &c.  offer  particular  facilities  for  observing  the  phenomena  of 
stratification,  of  the  superposition  of  rocks,  &c. 

7.  In  boring  forcoal,  salt  springs,  &c.  it  is  hoped  thatspecimens  of  the 
rock,  claj,  and  Rands  of  eveiy  foot  in  depth  passed  through,  will  be  pre- 
served and  accurate  tninutes  made  in  writing,  on  the  spot. 

8.  In  deep  wells,  mines  and  salt  springs,  the  temperature  of  the 
water  should  be  measured  as  it  issues  from  the  strata. 

9.  The  temperature  of  copious  springs  should  be  measured,  noting  if  it 
be  different  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 

10.  Specimens  to  illustrate  the  various  kinds  of  minerals,  rocks,  clays, 
marls,  peats,  &c.  Should  generally  be  about  two  by  three,  or  three  by 
four  inches,  and  one  or  two  mches  thick  and  free  from  hammer-marks  and 
weathering. 

IL  Fossils,  or  rock  specimens  containing  fossils,  must  be  taken  of  such 
a  size,  as  may  be  necessary  to  illustrate  to  the  best  advantage.  Still 
where  fossils  are  imbedded  in  stone,  much  taste  may  be  displayed  in  get- 
ting them  out  with  a  good  shape  and  fr^e  from  hammer  marks. 

12.  The  occurrence  of  bones,  tusks,  teeth,  shells,  wood  or  carbonised 
vegetable  matter,  &c.  where  wells,  cellars,  canals,  rail  roads,  &c  have 
caused  excavations  to  be  made,  should  be  particularly  noted. 

13.  Every  specimen  from  the  same  stratum  at  any  one  locality  should 
be  similarly  marked. 

14.  Each  specimen  should  be  wrapped  securely  in  a  separate  paper, 
and  packed  tightly  in  a  box,  so  that  it  may  not  be  rubbed  and  injured  by 
transportation  from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another. 

15.  It  is  important  that  rock  specimens  and  fossil  remains  should  be 
taken  from  ledges  of  rock  in  their  natural  position,  and  not  from  loose 
masses. 

16.  Soils  should  be  taken  from  a  depth  of  about  eight  inches  below  the 
surface. 

17.  The  names  of  the  county,  township  and  Isnd  owner,  should  be 
distinctly  marked  on  a  label,  which  should  be  enclosed  in  the  wrapper  of 
the  specimen. 

Individuals  and  associations  throughout  tiie  State  are  requested  to  lend 
their  aid  in  advancing  their  own,  and  the  public  interests.  Boxes  and 
letters  may  be  sent  directed  thus: 


Secretary  of  State^ 

Springfield^ 

Illinois. 


Letters  should  accompany  the  boxes,  or  be  sent  by  mail,  descrilnng 
them. 


Ii.l:hoi8  )                                       H.  R.  (13th  AssEM. 

Leois*     J  (UtSession. 


COMMUNICATION 


PROM   THE 


FUND    COMMISSIONER. 


FEBRUARY  25,  1843. 
Read,  laid  on  the  (able  and  ordered  to  be  printed . 


Fund  Commissioner's  Oxfice, 

Springfield,  III.,  Feb.  22, 1843. 
Jh  the  Ihnorable  tfie  SviRAKEK 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 
SiRt  Agreebly  to  my  promise  of  the  26th  December  last?  I  now  have 
tlie  honor  to  lay  before  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly,  the  follow- 
iiigcommanication: 

'Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  the  Fund  Commissioner  to  compound  for,  and  adjust 
demands  in  favor  of  the  State,**  approved  February  27th,  18  U,  I  did, 
on  the  Sl6t  of  April,  1841,  settle  and  enter  into  contract  with  John  De- 
Idfield  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  found  hia  indebtedness  on  that  day 
to  be»  including  His  liabilities  for  canal  and  internal  improvement  bonds, 
the  sum  of  f  45S,893  84^  one  half  of  which  was  assumed  by  John  Tilson, 
Jtv,  b«ing  the  sum  of  $229,446  92,  from  which  latter  sum  the  said  De- 
lafield  was  released  by  me,  without  prejudice  to  the  injunction  then  rest- 
ing'upon  him  in  favor  of  the  State,  according  to  the  foMowing  contract, 
to^wit: 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  the  twcnty-first  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand   eight  hundred  and  forty-oue, 
between  JolwiDelafiefd  of  the  city  of  New  York,  banker,  of  the  one 
part,  and  John  D*  Whiteside  of  Hpringficld^  in  the  county  of  Sang^-  . 
mon and  State  of  Illinois,  Fund  Cornmi^notier  of  the  State  of  Illinois^ 
^nd.now  ivesidentifi  the  city  of  New  York,  acting  for  and  on    behalf 
.  of  ^ba  Stfita  of  Illinois  of  tht^  other  part,  as  fallows,  vh: 
Whereat  the  State  of  Illinois,  complainant,  on  the  tenth  day  of  An- 
goit^iti  the  year  one  thoUv^and  eight  hundred  and   forty,  filed   a  bill  in- 
tbtiJcotgiilt  df  Obttfce^y,  in  t!he  State  of  New  York,  before  the  Chancellor 
15 
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agaiQst  the  said  John  Delafield,  defendant,  by  which  said  bill  it  appeanr 
that  said  John   Delafield  had   received  from  the  said  State  of  Illinoia 
three  hundred  bonds  or  instruments  in  writing,  for  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
half  yearly,  known  as  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  stock,  and  number- 
ea  from  1001  to  1300,  both  inclusive,  and  also,  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  bonds  or  instruments  in  writing,  for  one  thousand  dollars  each, 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum?  payable  half  year- 
ly, known  as  certificates  of  Illinois  internal  improvement  stock,  and 
numbered  from  2205  to  2487,  both  inclusive,  as  in  said   bill  is  fully  set 
forth,  together  with  the  contracts  under  which  the  same  was  received  by 
the  said  John  Delafield^  the  persons  from  whom,  the  times  when,  and 
other  particulars  relating  thereto.     And  by  which  it  also  appears  ^said 
Delafield  has  paid  to  Rawlings  and  Reynolds,  or  one  of  them,  the  sum  of 
fifty   thousand   dollars,  and  that  he  has  (in   pursuance   of  an    alleged 
agreement  by  said  Moses  M.  Rawlings,Charle8  Oakley  and  the  said  John 
Tillson,  Jr.,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  the  last  named  persons,  being  at  such  time  Fund  Commis- 
sioners of  the  State  of  Illinois)  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  or  thereabouts,  to  the  Bank  of  Illinois  for  the  use  of  said  State;" 
and  also,  that  said  Delafield  has  delivered  to  Richard  F.  Barret,  as  Fund 
Commissioner  of  the   State   of  Illinois,  two  certain  drafts,  one  for  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  and  the  other 
for  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  eighty   caatSf 
each  drawn  by  the  City  Bank  of  Bufialo  upon  the  Bank  of  Tonawanda, 
and  each  of  which  said  drafts  was  under  protest  for  Lon^payment,  at  the 
time  of  filii^  such  bill,  and  which  said  bill  among  other  things  prayed 
^*  that  said  Delafield  may  be  decreed  to  deliver  to  be  canceled  the  said 
three  hundred  bonds,  or  instruments  in  writing,  to   him  delivered  by  the 
said  Moses  M.  Rawlings  and  John  Reynolds,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  him 
received  under  the  alleged   agreement  made  by  said  Delafield  with  the  last 
named  persons,  orany  of  them,  and  that  the  said  last  mentioned  agreements 
may  hfi  declared  and  decreed  to  be  void  and  of  i^o  efiect  as  to  the  State  of , 
Illinois  I  and  that  if  said  Delafield  cannot  return  said  bonds  or  any   of 
them,  that  he  may  be  decreed  to  pay  to  this  complainant  the  par  value 
thereof  with  interest  thereon;"  which  said  two  parcels  of  three  hundred 
and  two  hundred  and   eighty-three,  respectively  so  referred   to  in  the 
prayer  of  said  bill,  are  the  same  bonds  herein  first  above  re/erred  to* 
And  whereas  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois  have  passed  an  act  in 
the  words  and  figures  following,  viz: 

^<  An  act  to  authorize  the  Fund  Commissioaer  to  compound  ibr  and 
adjust  demands  in  favor  of  the  State/' 

**  Sec.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Ulinaisj  represented 
in  the  General  Assembly^  That  the  Fund  Commissioner  be,  and  he  it 
hereby  authorized  to  compound  for  and  adjust  any  unsettled  demands 
which  the  State  has  against  any  person  or  persons,  body  corporate  or  po- 
litic, in  the  State  of  New  York  or  elsewberew  who  may  have  been  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  of  State  bonds,  upon  such  terms  and  conditiens 
as  he  may  deem  equitable  and  just,  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the  State; 
subject^  nevertheless,  to  be  ratified  and  confiimed  or  rejected  by  ^e 
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Governor.'*  And  which  said  act  was  duly  approved  by  the  Governor  on 
the  twenty-seventh  day  February,  one  thousand  ^ight  hundred  and 
forty-one. 

And  whereas?  the  said  John  D.  Whitesite,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  afore- 
said, and  the  said  John  Delafield  have  mutually  agreed  to  compound  for 
and  adjust,  under  iind  by  virtue  of  the  power  so  invested  in  said  Fund 
Commissioner  by  said  act,  the  unsettled  demands  which  the  said  State 
of  Illinois  has  against  said  Delafield,  and  for  which  said  bill  was  filed  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  here- 
inafter stated  and  set  forth. 

And  \f  hereas,  in  furtherance  of  said  adjustment,  it  has  been  mutually 
agreed  between  the  parties  hereto,  that  the  amount  of  indebtedness  of 
said  John  Delafield  to  the  State  of  Illinois  on  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
is  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-three  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents,  and  which  said  amount  was 
ascertained  in  the  manner  following,  namely:  The  amount  of  liabilaties  of 
the  State  of  Illinois  upon  the  bonds  received  by  said  Delafield,  as  afore- 
said, was  five  hundred  and  eichty-three  thousand  dollars,  and  interest  at 
six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  Julv,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  ahd  thirty-nine  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
and  which  amounts,  principal  and  interest  to  the  day  of  the  date  of  these 

E resents,  inclusive,  to  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  two 
undred  and  fiftv-five  dollars  and  fitly  cents,  and  upon  which  total 
amount,  the  said  John  Delafield  is  to  be  credited  with  the  following  pay- 
ments, made  at  the  several  times  respectively  hereinafter  stated  and  set 
forth,  with  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  date  of  such 
payments,  respectively,  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  viz:  Fity  thousand 
dollars  and  interest  at  six  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundr^-d  and  thirty-nine,  to  the  day^of  the  date  here- 
of, inclusive;  which  interest  amounts  to  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars;  fifty  thousand  dollars  and  interest  as  aforesaid  from 
the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  to 
the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  inclusive;  which  interest  amounts  to  five  ' 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars;  twenty  thousand  dollars 
and  interest  as  aforesaid  from  the  third  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine,  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  inclusive;  which  in- 
terest amounts  to  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars;  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars  and  interest  as  aforesaid  from  the  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof, 
inclusive;  which  interest  amounts  to  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
fifly-five  dollars.  The  times  at  which  said  payments  were  made  \)eing 
herein  stated  according  to  the  fact  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained.  And 
the  said  Delafield  is  also  to  be  credited  with  the  face  of  said  drafts  and 
interest  due  thereon,  viz:  Twenty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six 
dollars  and  sixty  cents,  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  centum  per 
annum  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  one  thousana  eight  hundred 
and  fortv,  to  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  inclusive;  which  interest  amounts 
to  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six^  dollars  and  six  cents.  The  total 
amount  whereof  said  Delafield  is  to  be  credited,  principal  and  interest^ 
being  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
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one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,-  and  which  la^t  mentioned  sum  being 
deducted  from  six  hundred  and  forty-six  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  the  total  liabilities  of  the  State,  leaves  four 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars 
and  eighty-four  cents,  tnc  amount  of  indehtedneas  of  the  said  John  Dela- 
field  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  this  twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-one  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  John  Tilson,:  Jr.,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  but 
now  a  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York,  has  agreed  to  and  with  the  said 
John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  ajoresaid,  and  in  pursuance 
t)f  an  agreement  with  the  said  John  Delafield,  to  assume^  and  has  this 
day  assumed  one  half  part  of  the  demand  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois 
upon  the  said  John  Delafield,  amounting  at  the  day  of  the  date  hereof 
to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty-six  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  and  for  which  the  said  Tilson  and 
the  said  Whiteside  have  e:|ecuted  mutual  articles  of  agreement  in  wri- 
ting, of  even  da,te  herewith^  and  the  said  Tilson  has  delivered  to  the 
said  Whiteside,  the  notes  and  securities  in  said  articles  of  agreement 
mentioned,  ., 

And  whereas  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  mutually  agreed  to 
compound  for  and  adjust  the  remaining  one  half  part  of  the  dennandof 
the  said  State  of  Illinois  against  the  said  Delafield,  amounting  to  the  like 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred.and  forty* 
six  dollars  and  ninetv-two  cents.    ., 

Now,  therefore^  it  is  covenanted,  agreed  ancji  concluded  .by  and  be- 
tween the  parties  to  these  presents,  for  themselves,  their  executors,  ad- 
ministrators, assigns,  sucpessor  or  succe^^or^  in  office,  in  manner  and 
form  following;  that  i^  lo  say,  the  said  Johr^  Delafield  doth  covenant  and 
agree  to  and  wifh  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as 
aloresaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  by  these  presents,  to  make 
and  deliver  on  the  day  of  the  execution  of  these  presents,  to  the  said 
John  1).  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  his  four  several 
promissory  notes,  with  interest,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  viz: 
**  $57,361  73. 

"New  York,  April  21,  1&41. 

**  One, year  after  date,  I  promise  to  pay  the  State  of  Illinois  gfiily-teven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty*one  dollars,  and  seventy-three  cents^ 
with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  value  received. 

J.  DELAFIELD." 
«  $57,361  73. 

-     '  **  New  York,  April  2lv  1S41. 

"Two  years  afterdate,  I  promise  to  pay  the  State  of  Illinois  fifty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty *one  dollars  and  sevebty-three  cents^ 
^ith .  in^rest  at  six  per  cent.,  value  reeeivdd. 

,  ,  J.  DELAFIELD." 

^$57^361  73. 

"Nbw  Yorx,  April  21,,  IWl. 
;  Three  ye^rs  .afterdate,  I  promise  tO:  pfty  the  State  of  Illinois  fifty* 
seven  thousand  three  fauodr^  and  sixty-dte  doHars  and  se¥(enty«4farae 
cents,,  with  inter^^t,  at  9ix  per  cf^nty  v^ue  received* 

J.  DELAFIELD." 
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•'«57,36I  73. 

«New  York,  April  21,  1841. 

*'  Four  years  after  date,  I  promi^te  to  p?ij  the  State  of  Illinois  fiftj- 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  sevenly-three 
cents,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  value  received. 

J-  DELAFIELD-" 

And  the  said  John  Delafieldj  for  the  better  securing  the  payment  6f 
the  said  notes,  doth  further  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John 
D.  Whites^ide,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  to  give  to  the  said  John 
D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  afoiresaid,  simultaneously  with  the 
deliveiy  as  afoi'esaid  of  isaid  notes,  his  bond  and  warrant  of  attorney  to 
enter  up  judgment  to  secure  the  total  amount  due  ot  to  become  due  by 
all  of  said  notes,  should  the  one  first  due  be  not  paid  at  maturity,  or  to 
secure  the  total  amount  remaining  unpaid,  should  either  of  said  notes  be 
not  so  paid.  And  for  the  further  securing  the  payment  of  said  notes  the 
said  John  Delafield  for  himself,'hi3  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
doth  further  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside, 
Fund  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  to 
procure  and  deliver  to  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  the  guarantee,  security 
or  obligation  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  or 
some  other  company  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  of  individuals,  within 
sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof;  which  said  guarantee,  security  or  obliga- 
tion, shall  be  satisfactory  td  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commis- 
sioner, as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  both  as  to  form 
and  sufficiency,  and  in  all  other  particulai-s,  for  the  duly  securing,  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  payment  of  slid  notes; 
and  that  if  the  guarantee,  security,  or  obligation  of  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company  be  procured,  that  the  same  shall  be  deem- 
ed good  as  to  the  sufficiency,  and  be  received  by  the  said  John  D.  White- 
side, Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in 
office;  provided  the  same  be  satisfactory  as  to  form,  and  in  othei"  particu- 
lars, as  aforesaid.  And  the  said  John  Delafield,  for  the  better  securing 
the  performance,  on  his  part,  of  the  covenant  and  agreement  herein  last 
above  mentioned,  doth  further  covenant  and  agree  to  deliver,  upon  the 
execution  of  these  presents,  unto  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund 
Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  in  pledge, 
to  be  forfeited  to  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner, 
as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  State  of  Illinois,  should  the  said  Delafield  fail  to  perform 
his  covenant  and  agreement  to  procure  and  furnish  the  guarantee, 
security  or  obligation  a?  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of  on^  hundred  thousand 
dollars  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof.  But  in  cksc  the  return 
from  the  Governor  of  lllinos,  announcing  his  ratification  and  confirma- 
tion, or  rejection  of  this  agreement,  shall  not  be  received  by  the  said 
John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or 
sncciessors  in  office,  in  New  York  within  said  sixty  days  from  the  date 
hereof,  then  the  said  John  Delafield,  for  hims'clf,  his  executors,  adminis- 
ti-ators  and  assigns,  doth  further  covenant  and  agree  that  he  will  procure 
and  furnish  the  guarantee  or  obligation  as  aforesaid,  within  five  days 
After  gu<?h  return  ratifying  and  confirming  this  agreement.      And  in  case 
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furnished  within  the  said  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  said  return 
ratifyingandconfirmingthisagreement,  then  the  said  five  thousand  dol- 
lars so  as  aforesaid  delivered  in  pledge,  to  be  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  to 
the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  his  succes- 
sor or  successors  in  office,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  the  said  five  thousand  dollars  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid.  And  the 
said  John  Delafield,  for  himself,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
doth  further  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside, 
Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  that 
in  case  the  said  five  thousand  dollars,  so  delivered  in  pledge  as  aforesaid,  ' 
shall  become  forfeited  as  aforesaid,  that  he  the  said  John  JDelafield,  or  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns  shall  not  nor  will  sue  for,  or  in  any 
manner  claim  or  demand,  by  way  of  set-oflf  or  otherwise,  the  said  five 
thousand  dollar^,  or  any  interest  thereon,  of  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside^ 
Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  or 
the  said  State  of  Illinois. 

In  consideration  of  all  which  promises,  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside, 
Fund  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  for  himsdf,  his  successor  or  successors  ia 
office,  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  Delafield,  his 
heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  that  the  said  John  Delafield  shall  be 
and  he  is  hereby  remised,  released  and  forever  discharged  of,  and  from  all, 
and  all  mannerof  liability,  claim  and  demand  whatsoever  in  lawand  in  equi- 
ty, which  against  the  said  Delafield  the  said  State  of  Illinois  ever  had,  now 

,  has,  or  which  the  said  State  hereafter  can  or  may  have,  for,  upon  or  by 
reason  of  the  said  one  half  part  of  the  demand  of  the  said  State  of  Illinois 
upon  the  said  Delafield,  so  as  aforesaid,  assumed  by  the  said  John  Tilson, 
Jr.,  and  amounting  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  nine-two  cents.  But  it  is  expressly 
and  mutually  understood  by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents, 
that  this  covenant  and  agreement  is  in  no  wise  to  afiect  the  right  of  said 
State  to  continue  and  prosecute  the  suit  herein  before  mentioned  for  the 
other  half  part  of  said  demand;  Provided^  the  said  State  shall  have  the 
right  so  to  do,  by  the  failure  of  said  Delafield  to  perform  the  covenants 
and  comply  with  the  agreements  herein  on  his  part  contained,  any  thing 
in  this  contract  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  as  aforesaid,  for 
himself,  and  his  successor  or  successors  in  office,  doth  covenant  and  acree 
tc  and  with  the  said  John  Delafield,  his  executors,  administrators  and  as- 
signs, that  the  said  notes  of  the  said  Delafield,  given  as  aforesaid,  may  be 
paid  and  discharged  in  whole  or  in  part  by  said  Delafield,  at  maturity 
respectively,  or  at  any  previous  time  or  times,  in  any  of  the  bonds  mfide 
and  issued  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  or  in  any  of  jtbe 
scrip  obligations  made  and  issued  on  account  of  the  said  State,  or 
which  may  be  hereafter  so  issued;  but  if  such  payment  shall  be  noade 
in  any  of  the  bonds  as  aforesaid,  that  then  such  bonds  shdl  have  at« 
tached  thereto  the  coupons  for  the  interest  which  shall  accrue  after  the 
time  vvhen  the  same  shall  be  so  furnished  in  payment  of  said  notes; 
and  also,  that  all  proceedings  in  the  suit  upon  said  bill  in  chancery 
shall  be  stayed  for  sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  and  that  if  said 
Delafield  shall  procure  and  furnish,  within  said  sixty  days  from   the 

^   date  hereof,  the  guarantee»  security  or  obli^tion  above  mentioned,  for  the 
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duly  securing  to  the  arnount  of  one  handred  thousand  dolLirs  the  pay- 
meat  of  saicTnotes,  then  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner 
BS  aforesaid,  will  return  the  said  five  thousand  dollars,  with  stch  interest, 
if  any,  as  he  may  Jiave  received,  to  the  said  John  Dclaficld,  or  if  the  said 
Delafield*  shall  procure  and  furnish  the  said  guarantee,  security  or  obliga- 
tion, as  aforesaid,  within  five  days  after  the  receipt,  by  the  said  John  D. 
Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  in  New  York,  of  the  return  of 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  ratifying  and  confirmitig  this  contract; 
provided,  that  such  return  shall  not  be  received  before  the  ejcpiration  of 
sixty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  then  that  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside, 
Fund  Commissioner  ps  aforesaid,  will  return  the  ^aid  five  thousand  dollars, 
with  such  interest,  if  any,  as  he  may  have  received,  to  the  said  John  Del- 
afield;  and  that  if  after  said  security  in  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  shall  be  procured  and  furnished  and  accepted  as  aforesaid, and 
said  Delaneid  shall  pay  the  first  of  said  notes,  that  the  said  suit  in  chance- 
ry shall  be  dismissea,  each  party  paying  bis  own  costs;  rtnd  in  the  mean 
time  all  proceedings  therein  shall  oe  suspended;  but  it  is  expressly  under- 
stood by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  and  the  said  John 
Delafield  for  himself,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  hereby 
covenants  and  agrees,  that  if  he  shall  fail  to  furnish  the  said  guarantee, 
security  or  obligation,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousiand  dollars  as 
herein  above  mentioned,  or  having  •cx>mplied  with  his  agreement  in  that 
behalf,  he  shall  fiait  to  pdy  the  first  of  said  notes  ^t  maturity  or  previous 
thereto,  that  then,  or  in  either  of  such  contingendes^  the  said  State  of 
Illinois  shall  have  the  right  to  continue  end  prosecute  such  suit  for  the 
said  one  half  part  of  such  demand  of  the  said  State^  with  the  like  pow- 
era  and  to  the  like  effect  as  if  these  articles  had  not  been  executed,  ex- 
xept  that  said  Delafield  may  then  set  off  any  amount  he  may  have  paid 
on  said  notes;  and  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commisisioner  as 
aforesaid,  for  himself,  his  successor  or  successors  in  ofliice,  doth  further  cov- 
enant and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  Delafield,  his  etecutors  and 
administrators,  that  when  the  amount  due  upon  said  notes  shall  be  so  re- 
duced that  there  shall  remain  due  thereon  a  less  sum 'than  shall  be  secur- 
ed by  said  guarantee,  security  or  obligation,  that  then  said  guarantee,  se- 
curity or  obligation,  may  be  reduced  to  such  amount  as  shall  be  payable 
by  said  notes,  and  that  said  guarantee^  security  or  obligation  shall  not  be 
retained  or  claimed  beyond  the  amount  which  shall  atanv  time  be  pay- 
sEtble  by  said  notes,  including  principal  and  interest  which  shall  remain 
tinpaid;  ^nd  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  aforesaid, 
for  him^lf,  his  successor  or  successors  in  ofiice  doth  further  covenant  and 
agree  to  and  with  the  said  John  Delafield,  his  executors,  administrators 
tod  assigns,  that  if  the  said  Delafield,  his  executors,  administrators  or  as- 
si^,  shall  well  and  truly  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid,  the  said  notes  hereinbe- 
fore set  forth,  as  herein  pi'ovided  respectively,  that  then  the  contracts  un- 
der and  by  virtue  of  which  the  said  Delafield  received  the  said  five  hun- 
dred and  eigthy-three  State  bonds  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  the  recovery 
of  which  the  said  bill  was  filed  on  the.  part  of  the  said  State  as  is  herein- 
before mentioned,  shall  be  delivered'  np  to  the  said  Delafield,  his  ei^ecu- 
tprs,  administrators  or  assigns,  to  be  cancelled,  and  the  said  Delafield,  his 
executors,  administrators  ^nd  assigns,  be  forever  released  and  discharged 
of  and  from  any  claim  or  demand  arising  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  same; 
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and  it  is  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  to 
these  presents,  that  these  articles  of  agreement  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  be  ratified  aiid  confirmed  by  him, 

!)urbuant  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  herein  above  mentioned  and  set 
brth;  ^nd  if  the  same  shall  be  rejected  by  the  said  Governor,  that  thea 
these  articles  shall  be  void  and  of  no  efiect,  and  the  said  five  thousand 
dollars  with  such  interest,  if  any,  a3  may  have  been  received,  shall  be  re* 
turned  to  said  Dclafieldf  and  the  ^aid  suit  to  be  retaii^ed  in  full,  and  the 
said  parties  respectively  restored  to  all  their  lights  previous  to  the  execu- 
tion hereof;  otherwise  to  remain  in  full  Jorce  and  virtue. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  bands  and  seals,  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

JOHN  DEtAFIEU),        [sbal.} 
JOHN  D.  WHITESIDE,    [sm.] 
JFwid  Cammissimsr  of  Illinois. 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  Edgar  S.  Van  Winlde  an4 
Henry  J.  Ruggles. 

And  further,  the  said  John  J).  Whiteside  stipulates,  covenants  and 
agreees  that  the  term  of  sixty  days  mentioned  in  preceding  agreement^ 
shall  commence  on  the  twent^-sixtb  day  of  April,  one  thou^nd  eight  hunr 
dred  and  forty-one,  and  continue  sixty  days  therefrom. 

JOHN  D.  WPITESIDE,   [sbai-I 
Fund  Qmumissioner  of  Illinois. 
Wilntess,  Edsar  S.  Van  Winkle,  and  Henry  J»  Ruggles. 
Approved,  May  22, 1841. 

THOMAS  CARUN, 
Governor  of  Illinois. 

J.'  Delafiel  J  failed  to  give  the  required  security,  and  as  a  matter  of 
course  the  contract  fell  with  all  the  liabilities  he  had  incurred  under  it, 
except  the  forfeiture  of  $5000,  which  was  paid  with  five  State  House 
bonds,  the  same  having  been  deposited  in  the  Phoenix  Bank  by  said  Del- 
afreld,  with  his  pledge  of  honor,  that  if  he  made  the  forfeiture,  five  thou- 
sand dollars  should  be  given  in  lieu  of  the  five  bonds.  The  bonds  and  pledge 
are  not  yet  redeemed,  although  an  application  has  been  made  to  him  for 
that  purpose. 

Messrs.  Reynolds  &  Piatt,  of  New   York,  are  now  prosecuting  the 
claim  of  the  State  of  [flinois  against  Delafield,  under  the  injunction  for- 
merly'obtained  against  him,  with  what  success  I  am  not  recently  advised* 
The  contract  entered  into  with  John  Tilson,  Jr.,  on  the  samp  day  (Apri) 
31,  1841)  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  the  twepty-first  day, of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  between  John  Tilsoui  Jiv, 
of  the  town  of  Hillsboro,  in  the  county  of  Montgonfiery  and  State  of  Illi- 
nois^ gentlemah>  now  in  the  city  of  New  York,  of  the  on^^  part,  and 
Johnl).  Whiteside,  of  Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Sangamon  and 
State  of  Illinois,  Fund  Commissioner  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  now 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  acting;  fbi*^  and  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  IlIU 
nois,  of  the  other  part,  us  follows,  viz: 

Whereas  the  Slate  of  Illinois,^  complainant,  on  the  tenth  day  of  August^ 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  filed  her  bill  in  the 
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court  of  chauc^ryf  of  tbe  State  of  New.  York  before  the.  d^^mcelloi) 
against  John  Delafiel<iy  defendant. 

.  And  wjiereas  the  said  John  D,  Whiteside,  Fund  Comnnissioner  as  afore- 
said, aud  the  said  John  Dclafield  have  rputually  agreed  to  compound  for 
and  adjust  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  invented  in  said  Fund  Conv 
missioner  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  Illinois,  duly  approved 
bv  the  Governor  on  the  twenty-seventh  daj  of  February,  .orie;tbQ)u»and 
eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  unsettled  demands  which  tha  said  State 
of  Illinois  has  against  the  said  Delafield,  and  for  which  said  bill  was  filed 
asaforesaid» 

And  whereas,  in  furtherance  of  such  adjustment  iit  ha«  been  mutwUly 

3;reed  between  the  said  John  D»  Whiteside,  Fund  Comipiflsio^er  ai 
bresaid,  and  the  8ai4  Jo^Q  Pelafield,  that  tbe  .ampuut  «pf  iod^btednesi 
of  said  John  DelafieJd  to  the  State  of  Illiaoi9^>oa  .the  twenty^first  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Ib^ty -One^ia^ie  sum  of  four  hun« 
dred  and  fifty-eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tiinetjF-tbree  dollars  and 
eighty-four  cents. 

And  whereas  the  said  JohnTilson,  Jr«t  is  the  (Owner  of  one  thousand 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Quincy  House  Company,  an  ]|QCorpora» 
Hon  duly  created  by  ^y.aLci  of  the  Legislature  of  (the  State  of  Illindisi 
the  par  value  whereof  is  one/ hupdr*^  dollars  per:  share,  being  all  the 
original  stock  of  suqh  incorporation^  and  bow  holds  the  certificates  of  all 
such  stock,  excepting  those  oi  two  hundred  and  fifty  shares. 

And  .whereas  the  said  Quincy  House  .Company  haye  been  authorized 
by  an  act  oftl^Q  Legislature  ot  the: said  St^te  of  Illinois  to  purchase  and 
become  sei?^  of  the  lapds  and  real  estate  of  the  Illinois  Ltuotd  CompsAyi 
and  ^e  s^'.d  Johi) ,  Tiison,  Jr.,  the  sole  stockholder  of  the  said  Quincy 
Xiouse  Compai^y,  has  agreed  to  and  with  the  isaid  Illinois  Land  Compaoy^ 
that  the  said  Quincj  House  Companj  shall  purchase  and  become  seized 
pf  the  lands  and  real  estate  of  the  said  Illinois  Lipd  Comf^any,  and  that 
the  said^wo  companies  shall  beconae  united  under  and  pursuant  td  the 
provisions  of  the  said  apts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  afore^ 
said,  upon  the  terms  and  in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  All  the 
Stock  and  property  of  the  said  Quincy  House  Company,  as  at  present  con^ 
stituted,  is  to  be  surrendered  to  the  new  Quincy ^  House  Company  to  be 
^rmed  by  the  junction  aforesaid  of  tbe  old  Quincy  House  Company  and 
the  said  Illinois  Land  Company,  and  in  payment  ^r  which  said  stock  fid 
the  owners  and  proprietors  thereof  the  said  new  Quincy  House  Company 
as  it  will  then  be  constituted  and  seised  of  the  real  c^tate.of  the  said  lUih 
f3u>is  Land  Company,  ^re  to  issue  five. bund re4  shares  of  their  disn  .oapitsl 
stock  of  the  par  value  of  one  hundred  dqllaj^-each,  and  their  negotiable 
^nds  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  seventy-five  thousand  doUavsy  divided 
ii^tosix  classes,  each  class  to  consist  of  twelve,  bonds  of  due  thousand 
dollars  each,  aqd  one  bond  of  five  hundred  dollars;  the  first  class  to  b$ 
^yable  on  th^  first  day  of  October,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-two;  and  the  remaining  five  classes  to  be 
pade  payable  in  the  next  five  following  years,  one  qIasS  on  the  first  day 
of  October  m  ei^chof  tiio^e  yeais,  the  said  bonds  being  in  all  seventy- 
eight,  and  numbered;  from  pne  to  seventy-eiebt  inclusive,  and  bearing  sin 
interest  of  six  per.^ent.;  per  annum,  payable  yearly;  enth  of  the  said 
tx)nds  to  be  secured,  by  nmrtgs^e  on  Ifmdi  belonging  to  the  Illinois  Land 
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Companj  as  follows:  each  one  thousand  dollar  bond  on  eight  hundred 
acres,  and  each  five  hundred  dollar  bond  on  four  hundred  acres. 

And  whereas  the  said  arrangement  of  the  said  Illinois  Land  Company 
with  the  said  Quincy  House  Company  has  agreed  to  be  made,  and  the 
said  bonds  and  the  mortgages  for  securing  the  same,  are  to  be  issued  pur- 
suant to  certain  articles  of  agreement  heretofore  entered  into  for  that  pur- 
pose by  and  between  the  said  two  companies,  the  substance  of  which 
said  agreement  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  said  bonds  and  mortgages  is  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say:  The  principal  of  each  of  said  bonds  is  to  be  paya- 
ble out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  of  the  Quincy  House 
Company  as  it  will  be   then  constituted,  which  may  accrue  or  become 
available  between  the  respective  periods  of  the  maturity  of  the  said  sev- 
eral bonds  as  the  same  shall  fall  due:  Promded  nevertheless^  That  out  of 
such  available  cash  funds  of  the  said  company  they  may  at  all  times  re- 
serve a  sufficient  amount  of  funds  to  discharge  the  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  said  company,  including  all  the  taxes  and  assess- 
ments due  under  the  public  authorities  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  all 
such  as  may  be  reasonably  estimated  to  become  due  for  twelve   months 
succeeding  the  time  when  either  of  said  bonds  shall  fall  due,  so  that  the 
said  bonds  ^all  not  be  chargeable  upon  the  treasury  of  the  Quincy  House 
Company,  as  it  will  then  be  constituted,  except  for  such  surplus  funds  as 
may  remain  in  the  treasury  after  reserving  a  sufficiency  for  taxes,  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  as  above  stated.     And  if  sufficient  surplus 
fbnds  be  not  revised  to  meet  the  punctual  payment  of  the  said  bonds  as 
they  shall  respectively  fall  due,  the  bond  or  bonds  so  falling  due  shall 
continue  to  bear  and  carry  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  an- 
num, and  at  no  higher  rate,  and  shall  be  payable  out  of  the  first  surplus 
funds  thereafter  realized,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  proviso  of  reserr- 
ing  a  sufficiency  for  taxes  and  expenses  as  above  specified;  and  that  aH 
the  rents  realized  from  the  Quincy  House  shall  be  appropriated  and  ap- 
plied to  and  on  account  of  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  on  the 
said  bonds,  and  until  the  whole  of  the  interest  that  may  be  due  on  all  of 
said  bonds  be  fully  paid;  and  that  no  part  of  said  rents  shalll  be  appro- 
priated or  applied  for  taxes,  repairs,  insurances,  expenses,  or  for  any 
other  purposes  whatsoever,  excepting  as  payment  of  said  interest  as  afore- 
said, the  office  occupied  by  said  company  being  alone  excepted  from  rents* 
But  no  suit  or  suits  for  the  principal  moneys  or  interest  due  on  any  of 
said  bonds  shall  be  instituted  until  afler  the  first  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred   and   forty-seven:  Provided^  The  said  Quincy 
House,  as  it  will  then  be  constituted,  shall  and  faithfully  appropriate  and 
punctually  apply  to  the  payment  of  said  bonds  and  interest  on  the  same 
the  moneys  realized  as  above  stated.     And  the  said  Quincy  House  Com- 
pany, as  it  will  then  be  constituted,  are  also  to  give  as  security,  to  make 
good  the  final  payment  of  said  bonds,  or  any  balance  due  on  the  same, 
sixty  thousand  acres  of  land,  which  land  is  to  be  mortgaged  in  a  legal  maur 
ner  for  securing  the  final  and  eventual  payment  of  said  bonds  and  inter- 
est thereon.    It  shall  be  lawful  after  the  first  day  of  October,  one  thovr- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  not  until  then,  for  the  holders  of 
tile  respective  bonds  to  make  a  public  sale  of  the  lands  thus  appropri* 
ated  and  legally  secured  as  coliateial,  and  realize  the  amount  actuallj 
due  and  remaining  unpaid  on  the  same.    Said  sale  shall  take  place   at 
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Quincj,  Adamsr  coantjr,  Dlinois,  after  having  giveD  three  months  pablie 
notice  of  such  sale  in  four  different  newspapers  published  in  said 
State,  and  also  in  one  of  the  daily  newspapers  published  in  the  citj  of 
New  York.  And  if  any  surplus  remains  after  such  payment  on  the  said 
bonds,  and  the  expenses  of  the  said  sales,  the  same  snail  be  paid  over  to 
the  said  Quincy  House  Company,  as  it  will  then  be  constituted*  The 
Quincy  House  Company,  as  it  will  then  be  constituted,  however,  to  re- 
serve the  privilege  by  giving  six  months  public  notice  of  their  wish  to 
redeem  all  or  any  of  said  bonds  before  due,  in  one  of  the  daily  newspa- 
pers published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  also  in  one  of  the  papers 
published  in  Quincy,  Illinois;  and  in  which  case  if  the  bond  or  bonds  are 
not  presented  for  payment  as  required  by  said  notice,  the  interest  thereon 
shall  forever  thereafter  cease* 

And  whereas,  it  has  been  mutually  agreed  between,  the  parties 
hereto,  that  the  said  John  Tilson,  junior,  shall  purchase  one  half  of  the 
demand  of  the  State  of  Illinois  upon  the  said  John  Delafield,  which  said 
one  half  amounts  at  the  day  of  the  date  hereof  to  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and 
ninety-two  cents.  Now,  therefore,  it  is  covenanted  and  agreed  by  and 
between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  their  executors,  adnunistrators, 
assigns,  successor,  or  successors  in  office,  by  these  presents,  as  follows,  that 
is  to  say:  The  said  John  Tilson,  Jr.  covenants  and  agrees  to  and  with  the 
said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  to  make  and 
deliver  on  the  day  of  the  execution  of  these  presents  unto  the  said  John 
D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  his  four  certain  promisory 
notes  with  interest,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  viz: 

•^Nbw  York  April  21, 1841. 

^One  year  after  date  I  promise  to  pay  the  State  of  Ilhnois  fifty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  73.100  dollars,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent.    Value  received. 

••|67,36l  73.100.  JOHN  TILSON,  Jr.'' 

"Nrw  Yow.  April  21, 1841. 
.   ''Two  years  after  date  I  promise  to  pay  the  State  of  Illinois  fifty-seven 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  73*100  dollars,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent.    Value  received. 
"|57,361  73.100.  JOHN  TILSON,  Jr." 

''Nbw  York,  April  21, 1841. 

''Three  years  after  date  I  promise  to  pay  the  State  of  Illinois  fifty- 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  one  73^100  dollars,  with  interest 
^t  six  per  cent     Value  received. 

"157,361  73.100.  JOHN  TILSON,  Jr." 

"Nbw  York,  April  21, 1841. 

'*Pour  years  after  date  I  promise  to  pay  the  State  of  Illinois  fifty-seven 
thousand,  three  hundred  and  sixty  one  73.100  dollars,  with  interest  at 
six  per  cent    Value  received. 

'',$57,861  73.100.  JOHN  TILSON,  Jr." 

.  And  the  said  John  Tilson,  Jr.,  for  the  better  securing  the  payment  of 
the  said  notes,  has  further  covenanted  and  agreed,  and  hereby  doth  fur- 
ther covenant  and  a^ree  to  and  with  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund 
Commissioner  as  aroresaid,  simultaniously  with  the  delivery  as  aforesaid^ 


[196]  13 

of  th€(  said  notes,  hiM  bond  and  warrant  of  attoniey  to  enter  up  judgment 
to  secure  the  total  amount,  due  or  to  become  due  on  all  of  said  notes,  and 
should  the  one  first  due  be  not  paid  at  maturity,  or  to  secure  the  total 
amount  remaining  unpaid^  dbouMl  either  of  Mid  notes  be  not  so  paid. 
And  the  saifl  JohnTilson,  Jr.,  for  the  further  securing  the  payment  of 
said  notes,  h^  farther  coT«naated  and  agreed,  and  hereby  doth  further 
covenant  and  aigree  to  and  with  the  said  John  D;  Whiteside,  Fund  Com- 
missioner as  afov^aid,' to  assign  and  transfer  to  the  said  John  D*  White- 
side, Fund  Ck>nind8sionery  as  collaterai '-  security  for  the  payment  of  said 
notes,  one  thousand  shards  of  the  Quificy  House  Oompany,  an  incorpora^ 
tion  duly  k^reatedby  an  act  of  the^  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois; 
which  said  one<thoasaiid«hdres  oehiprise.  atl  the  original  shares  and  stock 
of  the  said  Quincy  House  Company,  together  with  all  the  priyileges, 
rights  and  claims  whatsoever,  to  which  the'said  one  thousand  shares  are 
entitled,  by  virtue  of  an  >agreemeiit  mado  between  the  said  Quincy  House 
Compitny  and  tbe^cdd  Illinois  Land  Company,  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

And  the^said  Jofan  Tilson^  Jr.^  has  further  covenanted  and  agreed,  and 
hereby  d)6di  further'  coveniEtnt  tand  agr^e  to  and  with  the  said  John  D. 
Whitedde^  F«nd  Commissioner  as  aforesdid,  that  the  arrangement  ani 
agreeihent  herein  before  mentioned  existing  4>etween  the'  Illinois  Land 
Company  and  theQuincy  House  Company,  shall  be  carried  into  full  eflfect 
according  to  the  teems  and  conditions  of  said  agreement,  and  tbe  said 
John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commisisioner  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  the 
whole. of  the  said  seVenty^^ififht  bonds  -and  said  live 'hundred  shsires  of 
stock  and  certiicates  thereof  according  to  the*  provisions  of  said  agree- 
ment, and  all  the  books;  and  "papersr  relating  thereto.  And  the  said  John 
Tilspu^  Jr.^  farther  co,y^antrand  agrees  to  and  with  the  said  John  D. 
Whiteside,  Fund  Commis^oner  as  aforesaidf.  that  in  case  the  said  agree- 
ment shaU  not  in  any  event  beicarriied  intp. eflfect  by  the  Quincy  House 
Company  and  the  said  IJlinois  Land  Company,  be  the  said  John  TilsoD, 
Jr^,  shall  procufre. and  furnish  good  and  sufficient  additional  security^  if 
required  so  to  do,  for  the  payment  of  said  notes,  which  additional  securi- 
ty shall  be  satisf^ct^i^y  to  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commis- 
sioner as  aforesaid,  and  the  Grovcmbr  of  the  ^d  State  of  Illinois,  or 
their  successors  In  office,  within  sixty  days  aftei^  notice  given  to  said  Til- 
son,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  said  Quincy  House  Company  and  the  said  Illinois  Land  Company  to 
carry  soch^agregn^wt  il^to  ^ct. 

Now,  in  considei*alioa  of  these  premises,  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside, 
Fund  Commissioner  a«  ajbresaid,  Uyr  himself,  bis  successor  or  successors 
in  office,  has  covenanted  and  agreed,  iind  hereby  doth  covenant  and 
agree  %o  and  with  the  said  John  Tilson,  Jr.,  to  sell,  assign,  transfer,  and 
set  oyer  ui^to  the  said  John  Tilspn,  Jr.  one  half  of  the  said  claim  of  the 
said  Stat^  of  tllinois  against  the  said  John  Delefield,  amounting,  principal 
and  intcr^t,  to  ine  sum  of  two  hundred  and' twenty -nine  thousand  four 
hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  stnd  ninety  two  cents«  together  with  all  tbe 
power  and  right  to  receive  the  same  from  the  said  Dela^eld  to  the  same 
extent,  <ihd  with  the  like'effi^ct  as  the  said  State  of  Illinois  might  or  could 
do.  But  it  is  e&pressly  understood  by  and  between  the  parties  to  these 
presents,  that  the  said  Tilson  acquires  no  power,  right  or  privilege  what- 
ever to  control  or  in  any  way  to  interfe)re  with  the  conducting  ot  the  suit 
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now.pendingon  tbe^rtof  tbd  State  iof  JllnuHs  against  the  said  John 
Delafield,  or  tbecbmnof,  the  said  State  tto  recover  under  the  same,  except 
that  whenever  a, recovery  shall  behttd,  this  agreement  shall  he  received 
^  a  settlement  JE<^r<One  half  part,  thereof  to  the  said  State;  hot  this  agree*- 
nient  is  not  to  b^  affected  in.  any  ivray  by  the  continuance,  discontinuance, 
success  or  ff^ilure  of  .said  suit.,  >  i 

And  the  said  John  D«  Whiteside^  Fund  Oommissioner  ag  aforesaid,  for 
biiDS^li^  bis  spocesBor  cor  successors  ia  office,  hfU  covenanted  and  agreed, 
a^d,d<^^b  hereby  voven^t  and  agree  to. and  Tfith  the  send  John  Tilson, 
Jx.,  that  the  said  Mites  of  the  said  iTibon,  so  given  as  aforesaid,  hiay  ba 
paid  and  discharged  by  said  Til^on  at  maturi|;ty  rospccttvely,  or  at  an^r 
previous  time  or  times,  in  any  of  the  boods  made  and  issued  by  the  au^ 
thoritiies  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  or  ia  any  of  the  scrip  oUigatii^ns  made 
and  issued  on  account  of  the  said  State,  or  which  n^y  hereafter  be  issued. 
And  .the  said  John  D.  Whit^aide,  Fund  Gommismoo^r  as  aforesaid,  foi* 
himself,  his  successor  cr  succcfisora  in  office^  has  coHrenranted  and  agreed, 
and  doth  hereby  covenant  and  .agree  ta  and  with  the  said  John  Tilson, 
Jr.,  that  he,  the  said  John  J)*  Whiteside^  Fund  Commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
will  surrender  and  release  unto  the  s^  JohnTilson,  Jr.,  any  portion  or 
portions  of  the  security  so  as  aforesaid  given  for  the  better  securing  of 
the  payment  of  the  said  noted  of  the  scud  John  Tikon,  Jr.:  Provided 
always^  and  this  covenant  and  agreement  is  madis  with  express  and  mu- 
tual  understanding,  that  the  said  John  Tilson,  Jr.,  shall  procure  and  fur- 
nish, if  required  sq  to  do,  untot  the  said  John  D.  Whitefflde,  Fund  Com^ 
missioner.  as  afoiesfiidy  other  and  further  sufficient '  s^curity^  which  shaU 
be  satisfactory  to  the  said  John  D.  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  the  Governor, of  the  ^id  State  of  Illinois,  or  their  suc- 
cessors in  office,  to  be  substituted  inpla^of  that  portion  or  portions  of 
the  original  security  whicb  may  be  so  surrendered. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their 
bands  and  ^seals  the  day  and  year  firtt  4bove  written. 

JOHN  TILSON,  Jr.  [sbal.] 

JOHN  a  WHITESIDE,  [sEAi^J 

- .    Fund  Commissimet  nf  Illinois. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  «f  Edgar  S*  Van  Wiilkle  and  H*enry 
J^  Ruggles* 

Approved,  May  23, 1S41  • 

THO.  jCARLIN, 

Chvemor  of  Illinois. 

Upon  this  ^ontrfict  .there  has  been  nothing  paid.  The  first  note  was 
due  last  April,  and  iirith  vn/ach  importunity  and  (fair  promises  of  payment, 
I  was  induoed  ^o  deUy  taking  a  judgment  last  spiln^.  During  the  last 
*  term  of  U*  S.  District;  Courtf  hekl  in  this  place^  I  had^recourse  to  the 
file  of  papers  to  get  the  warcantof  altomey  given  by  said  Tilson,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  judgnien'.  irendered^  andito'^y  surpri^th^  warrant 
or  power  of  attorney  was  not  to  be  found.  It  is  probable  that  the  same 
was  left  mthcf -office  of  S.  B.  Huples  Esq.,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
Inhere  it  was  dwl^n.  '  I  feave  no  Knowledge  olf  the  loss  of  U  otherwise, 
in  AugUsl,1841,  r  eri^agedj  Messrs.  Emei^y, '  Sewell  &  Mdore,  solici- 
t<miti  the  city '6f  Ltmdon,  cAid  made  other' preliminary  arrangements  to 
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recover  from  the  assignees  of  Jobo  Wright  &  Oo.  the  amount  due  from 
their  assets.  The  claim  of  the  St&te  of  Illinois,  is  for  £41,635  internal 
improYement  bonds,  and  £23,635  canal  bonds,  which  had  been  parted 
with  by  the  firm  below  their  par  value,  and  had  not  been  accounted  for 
to  the  S^ate;  said  claim  is  now  being  prosecuted  in  England  by  Col.  J. 
Morrison  of  London,  and  Samuel  Jaudon,  agents  of  the  Governor,  and 
John  A«  Smith,  Esq.,  my  agent,  as  Fund  Commissioner. 

For  the  above  sums  coileetively,  proof  has  been  made  before  the  Court 
of  Review,  (Westminster)  for  £52,776  15s.  6d.,  this  being  the  amount 
the  said  Wiiffht  &  Co.  received  for  them,  or  the  valtte  of  the  stocks  at 
the  time  the  Bat  of  bankruptcy  issued  against  said  Wright  &  Co.  Of  the 
last  mentioned  amount,  it  is  supposed  that  about  75  per  cent,  will  be  col- 
lectea,  equal  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and  forty-three  cents;  about  half  of  which 
may  bo  deducted  for  expenses  in  collecting,  and  payment  of  advances 
heretofore  made  by  Messrs.  Magniac  &  Smith.  In  November  last,  Mr. 
S.  Jaudon  informed  me  that  about  7  shillings  to  the  £  had  been  collected, 
and  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  assignees. 

There  is  remaining  in  London,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  £^15.050  of  canal  bonds,  and  £166y- 
95.0  of  internal  improvement  bonds,  which  have  been  delivered  over  by 
the  assignees  of  John  Wright  &  Go.  to  our  agents  above  named. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1841, 1  took  npon  myself  the  arduous  and  re* 
sponsible  duties  of  Fund  Commissioner;  soon  afterwards  I  met  with  my 
predecessor,  R.  F.  Barret,  Esq.,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  I  anti- 
cipated being  put  in  possession  of  all  the  papers  and  facts  relative  to  the 
important  business  oi  the  State.  Some  time  afterwards,  upon  his  leaving 
the  city  for  Illinois,  one  single  paper  was  left  me,  and  that  well  calcula- 
ted to  lead  me  astray,  in  making  settlement  with  those  whose  disposition 
seemed  to  be  to  take  every  possible  advantage  of  Illinois. 

Many  months  elapsed  before  I   had  an  opportunity  to  examine  roj 
office;  and  when  I  did,  I  iound  that  but  few  entries  had  been  made  in  the 
books  of  the  office  by  my  predecessor,  and  nothing  to  show  the  amount 
of  money  that  had  passed  under  his  control,  nor  how  expended.    It  be- 
ing  made  my  duty  by  law  to  setde  with  him«  in  the  spring  of  1842, 1 
called  upon  him  K)r  that  purpose;  when  the  subject  was  mentioned  he 
said  that  ^'none  of  the  other  Fund  Commissioners  had  settled  their  ac- 
counts, and  that  he  had  kept  none,  and  must  rely  upon  the  accounts  of 
others.^'    A  settlement  was  attempted;  a  difficulty  arose   concerning 
1^50,000  that  had  been  placed  io  the  possession  of  Blaio,  Tompkins  & 
Barret,  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  in  the  fall  of  1840,  to  pay  freight  on 
railroad  iron;  about  $10,000  of  the  money  had  been  expended,  and  no 
more  iron  wpuld  probably  be  received  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  for 
Illinois.    I  claimed,  in  behalf  of  the  State,  the  residue  of  the  money  from 
Dr.  Barret,  to  wit,  about  forty  thousand  dollars.    A  contract  was  set  up, 
entered  into  with  Blain,  Tompkins  and  Barret,  as  follows: 

««St.  Louit,  OcTOBBR  34, 1841. 
For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  ^50,000  in  paper  of  the  Bank 
of  6alliopolis,Ohio,  to  us  in  hand  paid  by  Richard  F.  Barret,  Fund  Com« 
missioner  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  we  hereby  bind  ourselves,  oar  beii% 
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&c.,  to  freight,  during  the  next  twelve  montbs^at  such  times,  and  in  such 
quantities,  as  may  suit  our  convenience,  from  ISew  Orleans  to  Alton,  in 
said  State  of  Illinois,  five  thousand  tons  of  railroad  iron,  two  thousand 

gounds  to  the  ton,  for  said  State.  Should  the  Fund  Commissioner  of  said 
tate  direct  that  a  part  or  the  whole  of  said  iron  be  delivered  at  any  oth- 
er point  or  points  in  said  State,  above  or  below  Alton,  we  hereby  agree 
to  obey  his  directions,  and  to  charge  such  price  for  fieighting  said  iron  to 
the  place  or  places  designated,  as  will  be  proportionate  to  the  price  al« 
ready^  agreed  upon  to  Alton,  it  being  understood,  that  in  case  of  chanae 
in  the  place  of  delivery,  that  more  or  less  iron  is  to  be  freighted,  as  wul^ 
at  the  change  of  price  occasioned  thereby,  amount  to  the  above  mention* 
ed  sum  of  money  received.  Should  any  unexpected  circumstance  prevent 
the  delivery  of  said  iron  at  New  Orleans,  or  should  the  Legislature^  at  its 
next  session,  direct  the  iron  to  be  sold  and  not  freighted  to  said  State,  then 
and  in  that  case,  upon  being  notified  to  that  effect,  we  hereby  bind  our- 
selves, our  heirs,  &c^  to  refund  the  frieght  of  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
the  said  iron,  which  shall  not  have  been  delivered  under  this,  contract  in 
Illinois,  in  cash,  or  in  the  bonds,  scrip,  or  other  liabilities  of  said  State  of 
Illinois,  within  six  months  from  the  time  we  are  notified  that  the  freight 
of  said  iron  will  not  be  required;  the  freight  on  said  iron,  undelivered  in 
Illinois,  to  be  estimated  at  the  lowest  price  which  we  may  have  paid  for 
freighting  any  portion  of  said  iron  from  New  Orleans  to  Alton,  as  afore- 
said.    Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  the  date  above. 

BLAIN,  TOMPKINS  &  BARRETT,    [seal.] 
A.  HARPER,  Security,  Ibral-J 

J.  B.&M.  CAMDEN,  &  CO.,  Security,    [sbal.] 

This  contract  seemed  to  be  made  precisely  to  suit  the  case  for  the  com- 
pany, and  was  not  on  file  in  the  Fund  Commissioners^  ofiice  when  I  took 
charge  of  the  same;  nor  until  after  the  date  thereof,  as  I  was  informed 
by  Williamson  Gatewood,  late  Secretary;  and  having  no  subscribing  wit- 
ness, I  was  not  willing  to  recognize  a  contract  that  bore  upon  its  face  the 
evidence  of  having  been  made  by  another,  whilst  I  was  Fund  Commis- 
sioner. I  then  proposed  to  submit  the  whole  settlement  to  an  arbitration, 
and  agreed  to  abide  the  award;  which  he  declined. 

After  pressing  this  settlement  with  my  predecessor  for  some  months,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  bring  suit  in  the  Sang,  county  circuit  court,  and 
gave  ^the  Att'v  Gen'l  instructions  to  take  no  technical  advantage  in  the 
case,  where  the  matter  is  yet  undetermined.  In  this,  it  seems,  that  I  have 
sinned:  I  am,  however,  willing  to  abide  the  judgment  of  an  impartial 
public. 

Under  a  joint  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  last  session, 
I  was  invested  with  power  toappoint  an  agent  to  receive  railroad  iron  at 
New  Orleans,  and  ship  the  same  to  Illinois.  In  the  Spring  of  1841,  James 
W.  Barrett  was  at  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  where  he  bs^  been,  and  was 
at  the  time,  engaged  as  agent  in  the  transaction  of  the  above  business. 
An  application  was  made  to  me  to  continue  him  in  that  situation.  I  ac- 
quiesced, and  sent  him  the  appointment.  Soon  aAerwards,  a  quantity  of 
iron  was  sunk,  in  the  Mississippi,  which  had  been  insured  by  him.  In 
June,  or  July,  1841,  he  succeeded  in  recovering  the  insurance  money,  at 
New  Orleans;  but  of  this  I  was  not  advised  until  I  returned  to  the  State, 
in  November,  1841;  when  I  was  informed  by  Hon.  John  Henry  and  CoL 
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E.  D.  Taylor,  that  James  W.  Barret,  Esq.  had  received  ^,500,  for  a  lot 
of  railroad  iron,  lost  on  the  steamer  Homer:  that  they  had  succeeded  in 
obtaining  from  him  $4000  of  the  amount,  and  wished  me  to  give  them 
drafts  on  him  for  $2000  more,  to  be  expended  in  defraying  contingent  ex- 

Jensen  on  the  N.  C,  railroad;  which  I  consented  to  do,  and  sent  the  Hon. 
ohn  Henry  to  the  city  of  St,  Louis,  (where  Mr.  Barrett  was  then  under- 
stood to  be  sick,)  with  the  drafts,  and  instructions  to  said  J.  W.  Barret, 
Esq.,  to  place  the  residue  of  the  money  in  his  possession,  in  the  Bank  of 
MissouH,  and  authorize  me  to  draw  for  the  same,  as  I  had  much  need  for 
the  fuTHis  in  the  East,  whither  I  was  on  the  eve  of  starting. 

After  my  arrival  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  December,  1841, 1  wai- 
ted with  painful  anxiety  for  the  information  that  I  could  draw' for  the 
money;  but  not  a  word  did  I  receive  upon  the  subject.  In  March,  1842^ 
I  returned  to  Illinois,  and  in  May  following,  I  went  to  Mr.  Barret's  neigh- 
borhood, met  with  him,  and  had  an  intemew  upon  the  subject.  He  sta- 
ted, in  substance,  as  follows:  'Uhat  he  had  went  down  to  New  Orleans, 
and  in  June,  or  July  previous,  had  collected  $24,500,  in  New  Orleaas 
funds,  which  was  by  him  invested  in  Eastern  exchange,  at  seven  per  cent, 
discount:  that  he  i'^turned  to  8f.  Louis,  and  in  order  to  make  the  thing 
doubly  sure,  he  laid  out  the  Eastern  exchange  for  Illinois  State  Bank  pa- 
per, at  nine  per  cent,  premium,  and  now  the  bank  had  broke."  To  this 
narrative,  I  replied,  that  if  he  had  placed  the  moncV  where  I  had  instruc- 
ted him  to  deposit  it,  all  would  have  been  safe;  the  State  Bank  paper 
was  then  good.  He  acknowledged  his  error,  and  stated  that  he  had  de* 
posited  the  money,  "sealed  tip  and  laid  away,  not  to  be  touched,  in  the 
rerpetual  Insurance  office,  at  St. 'Louis''  A  short  time  afterwards,  I 
made  inquiry  at  the  said  office,  and  was  informed  that  JameS  W.  Barret 
hadnot  made  a  depoiitetfaer^,  of  any  character,  neithei-for  himself  nor* 
Ae  State  of  Illinois.  After  that  time  J  had  frequent  intei^yiews  with  Mr. 
Barfett,  bwt  had  no  plan  of  settlement  proposed  to  me  that  I  thought  I 
would  be  justifiable  in  afcceptiiig,  as  an  agent  of  the  State.  I  proposed 
arbitration,  but  the  propositidn  was  not  acceeded  to.  I  then  brought  suit 
against  him,  which  is  now  pendrng,  with  advice  to  the  counsel  on  the 
part  of  the  State  to  conduct  it  fairly. 

I  will  here  take  ocbasi^n  to  say^  that  I  have  seen  Mr.  Bari^et's  accounts, 
bat  th^y  were  netet  on  file  in  my  office,  and  1  had  not  time  to  examine 
th^m  partie^tarly.  Justice  piWnpts  me  to  say  that  the  charges  for  his 
services,  per  day,  and  travelling  expenses,  are  liot  unreasonable,  so  far  as 
I  have  examined  them.'  It  is,  however,  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  Barret 
engaged  to  receive  and  ship  the  iron  at  New  Orleans,  (and  there,  only, ' 
hk  services  Svere  requlh5di)'for  such  corpmis^on  as 'was  usually  charged 
by  C0fnmi!fl8i6n  merchants  for  like  bervlces;  and  there  his  compensation 
stopped.  Cbmrmidsion,  per  diem,  and  travelling  expenses,  all  seem  to 
have  been  charged. 

The  whohe  amouhtof  railroad  iron  shipped  by  Thompson  &  Foreman 
from  England,  as  per  their  account  on  file, is  as  foTfows  vi^:  1959  tons,  19 
cwt.9  3qr.,and  15  lbs.;  the  ifost  of  which  is  about  $100,793,  calculating 
the  £  at  $4.85: 

There  hav  been  expended,  on  account  of  freights  and  charges  on  the 
above  amount  of  ttitlroad  iron,  or tmaccounted  for  at  this  .office,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  via:  ■    . 
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About  $31,000,*  obtained  from  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.,  on  a  hjpotheca- 
"     tion   of  100  internal  improvement   bonds,  of  $1000 
each. 
50,000,  received  froni  M.  B.  Sherwood,  in  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  Galiopolis,  for  50  internal  improvement   bonds,  of 
$1,000  each. 
18,500,  ptirtbf  the  insurance  moaej,  received  in  New  Orleans 
fund^.      , 

Tbtal,, $99,500. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  at  a  glance,  that  the  amount,  in  charges  and  un- 
settled balanced,  estimating  in  State  bonds,  is  much  more  than  the  origi- 
Halcost  of  the  iron,  and  calculated,  in  mon^y,  nearly  equah 

Agreeably  to  the  report  of  J.  Hawn,  Engineer,  which  is  on  file  in  my 
oflSce,  there  is  laid  down  upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  exempt 
from  duty,  1645  tons  of  iron,  viz: 

Rails  ....  1570  tons. 

Spikes         ....  49     " 

Plates         ....  26      " 


Aggregate,  -  -  1645  tons.  • 

There  are  about  400  tons  of  railroiid  iron,  which,  if  not  used,  or  laid 
<)own  before  November  next,  will  be  subject  to  a  charge  for  the  duty. 

In  July  last.  Col.  John  Taylor  and  John  Calhoun,  Esq.,  hypothecated 
to  me  84  canal  bands,  of  |1,000  each,  for  the  sum  of  $42,000,  in  Audi- 
tor's warrants,,  payable  ia  such  funds  aa  should  be  collected  for  revenue. 

The  warrants  have  since  been  c*inceled  in  the  Auditor's  office,  the  mo- 
ney paid,  according  to  agreement  by  them,  mostly  in  the  paper  of  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  and  thehonds  released  by  me.  Those  bonds  were  part 
of  the  95  whrch  were  paid  out  by  me  to  complete  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  from  Jacksoovill^,  to  Springfield,  and  have,  by  law,  a  direct  liea 
upon  the  rents  and  |>rofits  of  said  road,  f  jr  the  payment  of  interest  upon 
•them. 

Since  I  have  officiated  in  the  capacity  of  Fund  Commissioner,  I  have 
kept  an  eyesioglo  to  the  best  interest  of  my  native  State:  and  when  I 
hrivo  made  any  departure  from  law,  it  was  where  I  mistook  its  meaning, 
or' public  interest  recjuircd  rhe  to  take  the  responsibility  for  the  public 
geod*^  One  single  departure  I  will  here  mention.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  by  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  it  was  made  ngr  duty  to  sell 
a  certain  class  of  bonds,  at  wliat  they  would  bring  in  the  market,  and  con- 
tinue to  pay  the  interest  on  the  State  debt.  Having  tried  the  experiment 
of  paying  interest  in  July,  1841, 1  found  that  the  course  marked  out  by 
law  only  tended  to  sink  oiir  credit  lower,  and  would,  if  sales  were  made 
in  accordance  with  that  pro\^ision  of  law,  have  increased  the  State  debt 
to  at  least  five  •  millions  ftiorc  For  this,  and  other  departures  of  like 
character,  I  put  myself  upon  the  judgment  of  my  country. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 
;;j'^  JOHN  D.  WHITESIDE,  FundCom'r. 
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/.  D.  Whiteside^  Fund  CammiMsioner 


1841. 


1841. 
March 
May       8. 


July 


June 
July 

184  2. 
January 

February 


June 
August 

October 


To  tbifl  amonot  reoemd  from  Jas.  W.  Barrett  by  E.  D. 

Taylor,  Agent,  -  - 

John  Henry,  Agent,         -  - 

for  rent  of  Depot  at  Meredosia  &o. 

by  H.  6.  Rew,  for  freight,  paasafe 

Sec,  on  Railroad,  -  - 

Balance, 


To  cash  received  of  State  Bank  of  IlKnois,  - 

H.  Smith,  Register  Land  Office,  Vandalia, 

State  Bank  of  Illinois,  $50,000  00 

*  Deduct  1  month  23  days  interest,      512  22 


$49,487  78 
5,000  00 


less  10  per  cent,  exchange, 


Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown,  30,000  00 
less  cost,  interest  and  exchange 

13  per  cent.  -  -     3,900  00 

B.  C.  Caryl,  for  account  Commercial 
Bank,  Buffalo,       -  -  - 

from  Macalister  Sc  Stebbins,  paid  into  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  New  York, 
do  Phoenix  Bank,    -  - 

do  jS  19,200  transmitted  to  Mag- 

niao  Sl  Smith,  • 

for  1,765  coupons  deposited  by  Nevins, 
Townsend  &  Co.  in  Bank  of  (he  United 
States,       -  -  -  - 

$50,000  00 
1,500  00 


from  State  Bank  of  Illinois, 
Less  3  per  cent  exchange. 


from  Pratt  &  Bangs  on  compromise, 
from  J.    McClelland  for  forty  acifes  of 

land,  «  -  *-  - 

from  Bank  of  U,  S.  New  York,  balance 

R.  F.  Barrett's  account,     -  - 

from  Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawneetown, 
Basset  &  Taylor  one  quarter's  rent 

of  depot  at  Meredosia,  - 

Treasurer  of  State,  Interest  Fund, 
Wm.  Brewer  for  40  acres  land, 


$5,000  00 

1,000  00 

277  08 

7,060  90 
3,140  39 


1 


$16,477  GO 

$500  00 
100  00 


44,487  78 

26,100  00 

6,920  85 

162,000  00 
6,030  00 

93,120  00 
$2,950  00 


48,500  00 
12,000  00 

59  00 

420  00 
30,000  00 

200  00 
42,350  00 

60  00 

$525,797  63 


19 


in  account  tcith  the  State  of  Illinois. 


[243] 
Cr. 


1841. 


1841. 
May      8. 
Jnlj 

June 

December 

1849. 
February 

March  7. 
April  21. 

Not.    13. 


B^  thia  amoant  paid  by  E.  D.  Taylor,  per  Yoachert  on  file, 
John  Henry,  do  do 

H.  6.  Rew,  do  do 


By  balance, 

/  caih  paid  Nerine,  Townaend  &,  Co,  and  E.  Rig^fl  and 

Bank  of  the  United  States, 

100  sterling  coupons,  (canal  bonds)  paid  by 

PhoBoix  Bank  $00  each,  -  -  . 

Commissioo  for  paying  same,  -  - 

7,810  coupons  paid  by  Bank  ofUnited  States 

and  self,  -  -  .  . 

transmitted  to  Magniac  &  Smith  to  pay  interest 

&c  in  London,  i>19,200,       .  .  . 

paid  Wm'son  Gatewood,  late  Secretary,  - 


NeWns,  Townsend  &  Co.  and  E.  Riggs, 
for  60  State  bonds  purchased,  -  - 

30  do  do   - 

one  year's  salary       -  -  -  -  - 

oasb  paid  Wm'son  Gatewood,  late  Secretary,  - 

as  per  Touchers  on  file  numbered  from  1,  to  30, 
NeWns,  Townsend  &,  Co.    -  -  - 

salary  305  days         -  -  -  -  - 

*oasb,  notes  of  Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawnee- 

town,  -  -  $64,438 

State  Bank  of  Illinois,  -  1,035 


838  37 
7,433  99 


$16,4n  CD 


{3440  33 

44,487  78 

'6,000  OO 
30  00 

334,300  00 

93,130  00 
750  00 


48,500  00 
12,000  00 
4,000  00 
1,460  00 
1,188  00 
9,353  96 
785  45 
1,330  00 


$65,463  00 


$535,797  51 


*NoTB.— Interest  fund  and  part  dlfidend  from  Bank  of  IlUnois. 


The  foregoing  accoant  cunent  has  been  examined  by  a  joint  select 
committee  of  both  branches  of  the  General  Assemblj^  and  the  voucherB 
compared,  and  is  correct,  errors  excepted;  some  discrepancies  mayoccar 
in  some  of  the  dates. 

JOHN  D.  WHITESIDE,  F.  C. 
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State  banck  taken  up  by  J.  D.  Whiteside^  Fund  Commissioner^ 


Canal  bondci  receivpd  from  Magniao  Sl  Smith,  London,  -  — 

300  bonds  of  $1,000  each  heretofore  hypothecated  bj  Dr.  Barrett  to  Uni- 
ted States  Bank,  Nenns,  Townsend  &.  Co .  and  E.  Riggs,  - 

5  State  House  bonds  of  $1000  each  taken  on  a  forfeit  of  John  Delafield, 

7  internal  improvement  bonds  received  from  the  Com'cial  Bank,  Buffalo, 

80  interest  bonds  purchased  (of  those  formerlj  hypothecated  to  MaoaJ- 
ister  &  Stebbins,)  -  -  •  «  « 

100  internal  improvement  bondft  received  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois 
which  had  been  hypothecated  by  Dr.  Barrett, 

78  internal  improvement  bonds  received  of  State  Bank  of  Illinois,  which 
had  been  deposited  bv  Dr.    Barrett,  ,  .  .. 

724  interest  bonds  part  of  804  heretofore  hypothecated  to  Maoalister  &, 
Stebbins,  ----_« 

41  internal  improvement  bonds  for  which  an  order  was  given  to  Maoal- 
ister Sl  Stebbins  on  Nevins,  Townsend  &,  Co. 

*30  internal  improvement  bonds  received  from  Atlantic  Bank,  deposited 
with  Macalister  &  Stebbinsi,  .  -  .  .. 

*68  internal  improvement  bonds  to  Michael  Canady, 

*12  interna]  improvement  bonds  to  H.  Bigelow*        ... 

*40  internal  improvement  bonds ,  left  with  J.  Tilson,  jr.  before  tailing 
for  England  in  1841,         ~  -  -  -  . 

50  interest  bonds,        ---««« 

100  canal  bonds,         -----« 

4  blank  bonds  received  from  Nevins,  Townsend  &,  Co. 

I  box  blank  bonds  received  of  J.  Delafield  (both  bonds  and  coupons 
were  informal,) 

150  State  bonds  contained  in  parcel  No,  1  received  from  State  Bank 
which  had  been  deposited  by  Wm'son  Gatewood,  Secretary, 

170        do  No.  2  do  do 

130       do  No.  3  do  do 

150  interest  bonds  not  executed,  .... 

1  large  package  of  blank  and  informal  internal  improvement  bonds 
found  in  the  Fund  Commissioner's  office  on  my  taking  charge 
of  the  same  on  the  7th  March,  1841 , 
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of  the  State  of  Illinois^  also  Slate  bonds  disposed  of  by  him* 


CaDal,bonda  and  the  coupons  attached,  cancelled  before  leaving  London 
and  burned  according  to  law,  on  9th  February,  16424     -  ^ 

300  bonds  redeemed  and  in  ray  possession,  .... 

5  State  House  bond  in  roy  possession,       .... 
7.  internal  improveroent  bonds  in  my  possession,      .  ..  . 

80  interest  bonds  iu  my  possession,  .... 

100  internal  improTement  bonds  in  my  possession,    .  .  . 

50  internal  improvement  bonds^vent  *  State  Bank  for  $50,000,> 
28    ^  do  in  my  possession,  \  " 

724  interest  bonds  outstanding  for  amount  of  money  had  upon  them  from 

Macalister  and  Stebbins,  .... 

41   internal  improvement  bonds  sold  by  Macalister  &  Stebbins  upon 

which  they  never  had  any  lien,         .  .  .  _ 

*30  internal  improvement  bonds  sold  by  Macalister  &  Stebbins  upon 

which  they  never  had  any  lien,        -  .  -  . 

*68  interna]  improvement  bonds  exchanged  for  scrip,  which  is  cancelled 

and  in  my  possession,      >  -  -  -  - 

*J2  internal  improvement  bonds  exchanged  for  scrip,  which  is  cancelled 

and  in  my  possession,       ..... 
*40  internal  improvement  bonds  (John  Tilson's, jr. *s  receipt,) 
50  interest  bonds  sold  to  State  Bank  of  Illinois,     ... 
100  canal  bonds,  95  of  which  were  paid  to  J .  Duff  Sl  Co.  and  5  are  now 

in  my  possession,  ..... 

4  blank  bonds  in  my  possession,  .... 

1  box  blank  bonds  burned  on  the  9th  February,  1843,  -  - 

150  State  bonds,  parcel  No.  1,  in  my  possession,       ... 
170  do  No.  2,  do 

130  do  No.  3,  do  .  .  . 

150  interest  bonds  in  my  possession,  (blank  1,)        -  -  - 

1  large  parcel  of  blank  and  informal  Internal  improvement  bonds  bnmed 

9ih  February,  1843,         ..... 


£225,000 

$300,000 

5,000 

7,000 

80,000 

100,000 

78,000 

724,000 

41,000 

30,000 

68,000 

12,000 
40,000 
50,000 

100,000 


150,000 
170,000 
130,000 
150,000 


*NoTE. — Those -marked  with  a  star,  are  a  parcel  of  150  internal  improvement  bonds, 
formerly  sold  to  the  Atlantic  Bank  and  surrendered  to  me  by  the  Bank  or  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 


In  the  above  exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  gathered  all  the  out- 
standing bonds  that  was  in  my  reach,  and  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fore- 
going is  a  correct  account,  errors  excepted,  of  all  the  bonds  that  were 
€ver  under-  my  control. 

JOHN  D.  WHITESIDE,  F-  C- 


Il.M2«OI8>  H.    R.  (ISthAssTO. 


REPORT 


07  THB 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 


Bi  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  requesting  informoHon  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  revenue  of  1842-3,  the  practicabiliti/  of  some  plan  to 
relieve  the  Treasury  and  maintain  the  value  of  Auditor^s  Warrants^  Sfc* 


FEBBUARY  18, 1B43. 
Refid,  laid  oo  the  table,  and  5000  ordered  to  be  printed . 


AuDITOR^S  OfFICB»  IlLIN<H9| 

Springfield^  February  18,  1843. 
To  the  Hoiu  the  Speakbr  ' 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir:  In  compliance  witb  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, adopted  on  the  16th,  inst*  to-v«rit: 

^^ Resolved  by  the  House^  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  re- 

a nested  to  report  to  the  House  as  early  as  maj  be  upon  the  subject  'of 
le  domestic  finances  of  the  State*  the  sufBciencj  of  the  revenues  for  tUe 
jears  1842  and  '43,  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  said  years, 
and  the  practicability  of  adopting  a  plan  to  relieve  the  Treasury  from 
its  present  embarrassments^  and  to  maintain  the  Value  of  Auditor's  war- 
rants at  par;  and  ^e  practicability  of  making  an  arrangiement  to  r^pay 
the  moneys  advanced  by  Messrs.  McGalister  A  St^bbins  to  the  Fund 
Ck>mmi86ioner,  an  J  to  take  up  the  bonds  and  other  liabilidesof  the  State 
I'cceived  by  the  said  firm  front  the  Fund  Commissionen" 

I  have  !hc  honor  to  state  that,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  this  session  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  diminiih  the  State  debt  and  put  the  State  Bank  into  liqui- 
dation,'' a  debt  of  $297,501  51,  due  from  the  State  Treasury  to  the 
State  Bank^  was  extinguished.  "  ' 
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* 

Owing  to  this  fortuDatc  circumstance,  the  amount  in  all  probabilty  which 
the  Treasury  will  owe  on  the  first  day  of  March  next  will  be  the  following: 
Warrants  now  outstanding,  -  -  -         *  -    $44,913  39 

Balance  of   interest  still   due   upon   the  school  fund  for 

1842,  is 45/237  11 

Amount  of  warrants  to  be  yet  issued  to  the  present  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  calculating  the  pay  of  members,  officers, 
&c.  at  $3  per  day,  and   terminatioa  of  the  session  on 
said  day,  -  -  -  -  -  -        35,000  00 

Amount  of  all  other  expenses,       ....       15,000  00 

Making  in  all,         -  -  -  .  .   $140,150  50 

The  following  will  show  the  resources  which  are  at  this  time  within 
the    reach   of  the   Geueral  Assembly,  and   which   can  be   made  imedi- 
ately  available  to  pay  the  interest  on   the  school   fund,    give   to   war- 
rants a  par  value,  and  place  the  Treasury  on  a  permanent  specie  pay- 
ing basis: 

There  is  depreciated  paper  in  the  State  Treasury,  -     $30,000  00 

In  the  hands  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  by  his  own  state- 
ment,  .......        65,463  13 

In  the  bands  of  James  Barrett,  according  to  the  report 
of  the  select  committee,  which  ought  at  least  to  be  paid 
in  depreciated  paper,    -  -  -  -  -        10,519  71 

Making  in  all,        -  -  -  -  -    $105,982  83 

in  notes  of  the  State  Bank  or  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown,  within 
the  control  of  the  Legislature. 

There  are  two  modes  of  disposing  of  this  fund;  one  is  to  pay  it  out  at 
a  discount  of  fifty  per  cent,  in  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of  gov- 
ernment. The  other  is  to  draw  a  dividend  in  specie  upon  the  amount 
from  the  banks,  and  obtain  certificates  for  the  balance. 

If  the  former  disposition  be  made  of  it,  it  willl  amount  to  an  efiective 
fund  of  $52,99)1  41;  if  the  latter  course  be  adopted,  it  will  produce  a 
specie  fund  equal  to  $26,495  83,  calculating  upon  kpro  rata  payment  by 
the  banks  of  25  per  cent,  in  specie,  and  leave  a  balance  in  certificates  of 
$79,487. 

These  certificates  if  obtained  might  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of  those 
bonds  issued  to  the  contractors  on  the  Northern  Cross  rail  road,  amoun- 
ting to  $95,000;  for  the  redemption  of  which  that  rail  road,  with  every 
thing  appertaining  to  it,  is  irrevocably  pledged. 

This  obstruction  being  removed,  that  road  might  in  all  probability  be 
disposed  of  ior  upwards  of  $500,000  of  our  State  indebtedness. 
I   willl  base    my  calculations  upon   the  assumption  that 
this  depreciated  paper  will  be  paid  out  at  a  discount  of 
fifty  petr  cent,  as  being  most  advantageous  for  the  Treas- 
ury, makioff  it  equal  to  ....     $52,991  41 
To  this  add  the  three  per  cent,  fund,         -  -  -       37,000  00 
And  the  distribution  fund,            -            -            -            -       41,000  00 

Making  ?D  all, $130,991  41 
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To  recapitulate  brieflj,  the  whole  amount  of  demands  against  the 
Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  March  will  be,  -  $I40»150  50 

And  the  whole  amount  of  available  funds  either  in  the       I 

Treasury  or  procurable  within  a  short  period  will  be     -      130^1  41 

Leaving  at  that  time  a  small  deficit  id  the  Treasury,  after 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  all  the  other  expenses  of  government,  of  only  9,159  09 

A  Treasury  only  $10,000  in  debt,  after  defraying  the  expenses  of  a 
loog  and  arduous  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  with  more  than  a  year's 
revenue  in  arrears,  would  constitute  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  this 
Slate*  •  Former  legislation  ia  but  a  bieaiiial  record  of  measures  tending 
to  sink  the  State  in  debt;  while  the  great  object  of  the  present  Legisla^ 
ture  has  been  to  disembarrass  the  Treasury  and  diminish  the  public  defot» 

Perhaps  no  legislative  measure  conld  be  devised  by  human  wisdom  to 
produce  a  greater  variety  of  beneficial  results  to  this  community  than  that 
which  puts  the  State  Bank  into  liquidation. 

1.  It  will  drive  out  of  existence  a  depreciated  circulation  to  make  way 
for  the  introduction  of  a  specie  currency* 

2.  It  has  cancelled  nearly  two  millions  of  State  bonds. 

3.  It  has  extinguished  a  charge  against  tbe  Treasury  of  |387,501  51; 
which  would  otherwise  have  prevented  the  revenue  at  aay  rate  of  taxa- 
tion from  ever  becoming  available  to  lessen  the  public  burdensv 

4.  It  will  aidd  neaily  half  a  million  of  specie  to  the  seneral  circulation. 

5.  The  certificates  to  be  issued  for  balances  wnl  furnish  our  citi- 
zens a  cheap  and  convenient  medium  to  ^ay  off  their  debts  to  the  Banks 
and  to  each  other. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  carry  out  this  enlightened  policy  firmly  and  sys- 
tematically to  accomplish  the  following  objects: 

Improve  the  condition  of  the  currency.  ' 

Lessen  the  public  burdens.  '    ^ 

Raise  the  character  and  credit  of  the  State. 

Complete  the  canal.  '    ' 

Extipguidh  several  millions  of  the  public  debt,  and  place  the  residue 
ib  a  process  of  extinguishment. 

The  first  step  towards  the  accomplishment  of  these  desirable  objects 
is  to  place  the  Treasury  on  a  permanent  specie  paying  basis. 

"Wnile  warrants  continue  at  a  discount  of  thirty  or  forty  per  cei^t.  no 
system  of  retrenchment  can  keep  the  public  expenditure  within  the  public 
iiMome.    This  can  be  accomplishecl  by  paying  out  the  sum  of  $105,98^  83 
in  Bank  paper  already  alluded  to,  at  half  its  nominal  value. 
Making.    -  -  -  .  ...    $52,991  41 

In  obtaining  the  balance  of  the  three  per  cent  fund,  37,000  00 

And  also  the  distribution  fund,  -  *-  -       41,000  00 

In  all  -  .  .  .  .   1130,991  41 

Let  this  be  placed  as  a  present  fund  in  :  the  Treasury;  out 
of  this  let  the  interest  on  the  school  fund  for  1842  be  paid 
in  specie,  -  *•  •  •  .         -  *       48,480  61 

Leaving  in  the  Treasury,  •  .  -  -  -      $82,610  80 


The  demands  outstanding;  against  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of 
March  next»  after  paying  the  interest  on  the  school  fund  in  specie,  will 
be  $91,669  89. 

There  will  be  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  this,  $62^10  80. 

This  fund  will  be  amply  sufficient  not  only  to  pay  off  every  demand 
acainst  the  Treasury  when  presented,  bat  to  continue  a  permanent  sur-- 
plus  therein  of  about  $90fiQ0. 

Two  capses  will  operate  to  eff^^t  this;  first,  the  revenue  in  arrears  mt 
constantly  comine  into  the  Treasury;  and  secondly,  of  the  $50,000  or 
more  in  warrants  then  ootstandiog,  not  more  than  $20,000  will  ever  come 
as  a  direct  demand  upon  the  Treasury.  The  residwe,  being  distributed 
in  small  sums  all  over  the  State,  will  be  absorbed  in  the  payment  of  taxes* 

I  have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  8€iying  that  the  veiy  day  a  law  pames 
the  General  Assembly  embracing  the  prindpleof  these  suggestiofeis,  war- 
rants will  be  wbrth  96  cents  per  dollar  in  specie;  and  the  moment  a  draft 
shall  reach  the  Treasfury  of  the  Uinted  States,  and  be  accepted,  they  will 
be  at  par.    So  moeh  for  presebt  results. 

I  will  now  exhibit,  by  strict  calculation,  the  future  results  of  this  policy^ 
The  revenue  in  arrekrs  preVious  to  tbe  year  1843,  is  $30,000; 

deducting  for  loss  and  expenses'  of  collection,  this  will  net 

about  .  .,  $15,000,00 

The  revenue  of  l843  not  yet  collected,  is,  according  to  the* 

presait  assessment,  $11^,293,  deducting  one  half  for  the 

reduction  of  thd  tai,  it  will  be  $66,646;  the  average  loss 

on  collection  is  ai>out  13  per  cent  leaving  a  net  revenue  of  .76^249  00 
The  amonnt,  in  alll  probabiKty,  derivable  from  the  revaane.  of 

184S,  at  30  cents  on  each  $100  worth  of  propertys  ^tll  net 

about  130,000  00 

Making  the  whole  receipts  of  the  Treasury  firom  the  1st  of 
March  next  until  the  ist  of  D^ember,,  1844,  when  the 
next  Legislature  will  convene,  u        $311,349  00 

We  may  calculate,   however,  upon  about  $30,000  of  this 
amount  being  at  that  time  in  arrears  30,000  00 

Making  the  actual  receipts  about  $191,349  00 

The  demands  on  the  treasury  fronri  the  first  of  March  next  until  the  1st 
of  December,  1844,  incfuding  the  interest  on  the  School  Fund  for  the 
year  1843,  will  be  '  $130,000  00 

To  which  add  the  deficit  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  March^ 

next,  9,159  09 

And  it  will  make  the  whole  $139,159  09 

Deduct  thSs  from  the  amount  in  the  treasury,  and  it  will 
leave  a  balance  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1844,  of        $63,090  91 

This  amount  may  be  increased  by  retrenehment%  or  diminished  by* 
special  appropnations.         -  •. 

Of  this  sum,  $43,000,  in  addition  to  arrears  outstanding,  will  be  needed 
to  deftly  the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly  in  1844,  and  the  balance 
of  $30,000  may  be  applied  to  recover  sOme'^x^ttion  of  th^  boiids  deposited 
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T)y  the  present  Fund  Commissioner  with  the  firm  of  McCallister  &  Steb- 
bins,  or  in  any  other  way  which  the  Legislature  may  deem  advisable. 

The  revenue  of  1844  and  1845,  upon  this  principlei  will  progressively 
increase  the  surplus,  and  this  surplus  can  be  regularly  applied  to  the  ex- 
tinction of  our  State  indebtedness.  In  this  way,  a  system  of  policy  may 
be  established  this  session,  which  will  lead  to  the  extinguishment  of  our 
State  debt,  and  the  consequent  elevation  of  our  State. 

A  combination  of  fortuitous  circumstances  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the 
present  General  Assembly  to  accomplish  a  great  deal  for  the  public 
good.    Amongst  these  circumstances  may  be  enumerated: 

1st.  The  retention  of  the  revenue  of  1842  from  beingpaid  over  to  the 
Bank. 

:^dty.  The  liquidation  of  the  Bank,  by  which  all  debt  due  to  that  in- 
stitution has  been  extinguished. 

3dly.  The  amount  receivable  from  the  three  per  cent,  fund  and  the 
distribution  fund.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  no  scruples  in  regard  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  distribution  fund,  or  the  application  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund 
to  State  purposes';  $41,00)  will  fall  very  far  short  of  the  share  to  which  Illi- 
nois is  entitled ;  and  as  the  surplus  revenue,  which  was  injudiciously  added  to 
the  school  fund,  amounts  to  $335,592  32,  I  would  recommend  that  the 
three  per  cent,  fund  be  applied  to  State  purposes  until  that  amount  be  ex- 
tinguished. I  would  further  state  that  these  suggestions  are  based  on  the 
most  rigid  calculations;  and  if  the  Legislature  acts  upon  them,  all  which 
I  have  already  stated  can  be  accomplished.  On  the  other  hand,  if  no 
such  system  of  policy  as  1  now  recommend  be  adopted,  and  the  finances 
are  permitted  to  continue  in  the  same  state  of  confusion  which  has  char- 
acterized them  since  the  formation  of  this  government,  then  I  will  ven- 
ture the  prediction,  that  a  tax  of  thirty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
worth  of  property  in  this  State,  and  that  levied  and  collected,  too,  in  gold 
and  silver  coin,  will  not  suffice  to  save  the  Treasury  from  bankruptcy  in 
December,  1844. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yourobedient  servant, 

J  AS.  SHIELDS,  Auditor. 


Illinois)                                    H.  IL  (Ist  Session* 

Lbqis.  5  ^13th  AssBM. 


REPORT 

OF  THB 

JOINT   SELECT    COMMITTEE, 

To  which  was  refirred  the  examination  of  the  transactions  of  John  Dm 
Whiteside^  present  Fund  Commissioner. 


FEBRUARY  24,  1843. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Davis  of  Bond,  from  the  joint  select  committee  of  both  branches 
of  the  General  Assembly,  to  which  was  referred  the  examination  of  the 
transactions  of  John  D.  Whiteside,  present  Fund  Commissioner,  made 
the  following 

REPORT: 

We  find  that  JiAxsk  D.  Whiteside  was  appointed  Fund  Commissioner  in 
March,  184L  It  appears  he  proceeded  east  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same 
month,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  up  the  business  of  the  State  transacted 
bj  his  predecessors.  On  his  arrival  in  New  York,  he  proceeded  to  make 
a  settlement  with  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  bj  receiving  State 
bonds  from  them,  together  with  State  ^crip  and  cash,  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  eighty-five 
cents;  all  of  which  has  been  accounted  for  to  the  committee,  and  the  con- 
tract,  or  papers  pertaining  to  the  settlement,  are  on  file  in  the  Fund  Com- 
missioner's office.  He  next  proceeded  to  make  a  settlement  with  Nevins, 
Towsend  &l  Co.,  and  E.  Riggs,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
took  up  three  hundred  State  bonds,  which  have  been  counted  and  sealed 
up,  and  marked  (  )  This  settlement  between  Nevins,  Townsend  & 
Co.,  and  E.  Riggs,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, is  finally  closed  as 
far  as  the  bonds  are  concerned.  It  appears  he  then  proceeded  to  make 
a  settlement  with  John  Delafield;  the  outlines  of  the  history  are  as  follows: 
Delafield  owed  the  State  of  Illinois  the  sum  of  four  hundred  hnd  fifty-eight 
.thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents; 
upon  this  debt  there  had  been  a  bill  of  injunction  obtained  by  Dr.  Barret, 
former  Fund  Commissioner.  Gen.  Whiteside,  being  authorised  by  law  to 
compound  and  settle  this  debt,  proceeded  to  do  so,  as  fully  appears  by  the 
papers  pertaining  to  the  same  on  file  and  recorded  in  the  Fund  CommiS' 
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sioner's  office;  from  all  that  your  committee  can  learn,  the  State  must 
lose  the  larger  portion  of  .this  debt.  The  settlement  was  made  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  the  Fund  Commissioner  took  notes  given  by  John  Tilsoo, 
jr.,  for  two  hundred  ahd  twenty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-six 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents;  viz:  one  note  dated  New  York,  April  JJlst, 
1841,  for  the  sum  of  $57,361  73,  due  in  one  year  from  date;  one  of  the 
same  date,  same  amojnt,  and  due  within  two  years;  one  o'  the  same  date, 
same  amount,  due  within  three  yoiiirs  frgm  date;  one  of  same  date,  same 
amount,  due  within  four  years  ftom  date';  makitigTout  In  all,  for  $57^01  73 
each,  all  drawing  at  the  rate  of  6  per  centum  interest  per  annum  from 
date.     For  the  security  of  these  notes  the  Fund  Commissioner  has  a  trans- 

'  fer  of  the  entire  stock  of  the  Quincy  House,  in  Quincy,  Adams  county, 
Illinois,  with  A  fur  the  i*  obligation  of  said  TlUon,  to  give  additional  securi- 
ty, when  required  so  to  do,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Fund  Commissioner. 
Gen.  Whiteside  states,  that  he  has  demanded  additional  security,  and 

,  that  Tilson  has  failed  to  give  it.— There  is  still  a  further  condition  in  this 
contract,  viz:  the  Fund  Commissioner  is  empowered,  by  a  writ  of  attor- 
ney, given  him  by  said  contract,  that  in  case  said  John  Tilson,  jr.  should 
fail  to  pay  the  first  note  when  due,  then  the  Fund  Commissioner  is  authori- 
sed to  have  a  judgment  entered  up  for  the  whole  amount.  It  appears 
that  said  note,  nor  any  part  thereof,  has  as  yet  been  paid,  although  it  has 
been  due  since  the  21st  of  April,  1842.  The  only  security  the  State  has 
for  this  Slim  of  ^229,446  9'^  is  the  Quincy  House.  Your  committee, 
theref '>re,  recommend  thai  the  Legislfiture  tak^  immediate  steps  to  have 
judgment  against  said  Tilson  for  this  debt.  It  appears  that  the  remainder 
of  the  Delaficld  debt  was  settled  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  said  John 
Delafield  gave  to  the  Fund  Commissioner  four  promisory  notes,  dated 
New  York,  April  2l8t,  1841,  for  fifiy-seven  thousand  three  hundred  and 
sixty-ode  dollars  aiid  seventy-three  cents,  due^in  oae^  two,  three  and  four 
years  each  from  date.  Said  Delafield,  at  the  SMm,  gave  bn  obligation  to 
secure  the  payment  of  said  notes,  and  in  case  of  failore  so  to  do,  was  to 
forfeit  to  the  Fund  Commissioner  five  thousand  doUnrs;  he  did  fail  to  give 
such  security,  and  the  Fond  Oi>n/^mi«Bioner  obtained  tho  forfeit  in  State 
bdtids,  viz:  five  bonds  of  ^^000  each. 

The  business  of  the  Btate  in  Europe  is  in  an  tmsetded  condition,  and 
your  committee  have  been  unable  to  arrive  at  its  true  condition;  there 
is,  tio  doubt^  a    very  considerable  amount   due    the  8tate    irom  the 

'  Wigttees  of  Wright  &  Co.  There  is  als  odue  to  the  State,  on  draft 
of  the  l\>nawanda' Bank  in  New  York^  the  isuiii  of  about  twenty^one  tliou- 
sand  dollars,  which  is  now  reiady  to  be  paid  over,  provided  some  p«A*son 
duly  auihori^d  with  the  pr6]^erpapr?r^iwero  to  make  aptplication;  we  wouW,! 
''  therefi^re, recommend  that  the  Legisiature  t^J^b^sich st^psas'^wiU  enable 
the  State  to  get  this  amount  of  mdne^»* 

With  regard  to  Gen.  Whiteside's  account  current,  heretrith  submittedJ 
and  marked  (  )  the  com«iittee  hnve.examiheld  the  vouchers  accompaJ 
ny ing  said  account,  and  find  them  all  to  (torfespoiKL  It  aptpeurs  Ihat  GenJ 
Whiteside  let  John  Tilson,  jr.,  have  forty  Stat^  bonds,  of  one  tboqsanl 
dollarsl  each;  on  some  of  these  bonds  the  coupons,  which 'were  doe^  were 
not  cut  off)  thereby  making  thct  whole  amoant  something OY^r-foctj*  thou- 
>s(ind  dollars.  Thie  Tvind  (Jommissioncr  does  not  pndtend  that  be  sold  ibem 
bonds  to  said  Tilson  on  account  of  the  State,  or  for  any  other  parposq 
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tut  certain  it  is  that  ti(son  has  used  the  bond^  to  his  own  account  The 
Fund  Comcnissloner  informs  us  that  he  (Tilsoip)  promised  to  pay  him  (this 
winter)  &mft  scrip  in  lieu  therepf,  but  has  failed  to  do  so;  the  result  is, 
the  Fund  Opmmissioncr  is  liable  to  the  State  for  thi$  amo«int,aiHl  we  m- 
commenJ  tln^  Legislature  to  take  such  a  course  in  the  matter  as  justice 
and  the  interest  of  the  State  demand.  We  give  below  an  account  of  the 
amounts  due  to  the  State,  from  whom  due»  fee,  &c.,  aa  near  as  we  bavo 
been  able  to  arrive  at  the  facts: 

There  is  due  frona  John  Tilion,  jr.,  the  sum  of  $2:21,446  93 

Prom  Jtihn  Delaficid,  on  promissory  notes,  2:21t),416  92 

On  tlie  Tonawanda  drafts  on  the  bank  of  Topawaoda,  N.  Y.,  21,000  00 
Ta  the  hands  of  the  present  Fund  Coqrimissioner,  65,436  12 

J[n  the  hands  of  James  Barret,|  agent  of  Fund  Commi$sioaer, 

in  sciip  and  bank  paper,  18,137  21 

la  the  hands  of  Blaine,  Tompkina&  Barret,  St.  Louis,  about    17,00 J  00 

Total,  $580,4ti7  17 

It  appears,  from  all  your  committee  can  learn,  that  there  were  sterling 
bonds  numbfering  from  1201  to  1305,  inclusive,  for  £225  each,  sold  by 
Wright  &  Co.,  London,  contrary  to  law,  or  instructions  from  any 
df  theauth6rised  agents  of  the  State;  and  that  said  Wright  <fe  Co.  after- 
Wards  failed;  and  it  now  remains  for  the  Legislature  to  say  whether  the 
people  of  th&St'ite  shall  he  made  responsible  tor  this  amoQnt.  Your  com- 
mittee cannot  conceive  that  the  people  are  either  legally  or  morally  bound 
to  pay  these  bonds;  they  were  sold  or  transQjrred  by  Wright  <fe  Co.,  with- 
out any  authority  from  the  State.  As  well  might  we  assume  the  pay- 
ment of  bonds  found  in  the  streets  of  Springfield  and  transferred  by  the 
findor  to  another  person. 

We  ask  the  Legislature  to  declare  that  the  people  of  the  State 
Are  not  bound  for  the  payment  of  those  bonds,  for  the  following  reasons: 
1st  Because  they  were  sold  without  authority  of  law,  consequently  suxih 
8  lie  was  wholly  illegal.  2d.  Because  the  State  has  never  recognised  the 
contract,  or  received  any  consideration  whatever  from  the  sale  of  said  bonds; 
we  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  on 
this  stibji  c  : 

Kesolped  by  the  Htms^  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  concunnng  herein^ 
That  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  justice  to  herielf,  her  laws,  and  her  dtizens, 
does  hereby  declare  that  she  is  neither  bound  by  law  or  justice  to  pay 
for  or  redeem  sterlin<T  bonds  for  £225  eacli,  and  numbering  from  1201 
to  1305%  inclusive,  sold  by  Wright  &  Co.  of  London,  because  saiti  bonds 
were  sold  without  authority  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  or  any  of  her  au- 
tiiorized  agents;  that  the  saiJ  State  of  Illinois  has  never  received  any  con- 
•idcration  whatever  from  the  sale  of  said  bonds. 

We  have  made  inquiry  of  the  Auditor  of  Pabfic  Accounts,  Se6feta- 
'  ry  and  Treasurer,  and  regret  to  say  that  there  is  no  where  to  be  had  an 
authentic  account  of  the  number,  amount  and  date  of  our  bonds  of  in- 
debtedness. It  appears  the  Fund  Commissioners  were  authorized  to  issue 
and  sign  bonds;  thus  it  is  very  plain  that  there  has  been  no  direct  check 
upon  the  Fund  Commissioners,  and  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  the 
17 
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officers  of  the  State  to  know  how  ipanj  bonds  were  issued,  unless  re- 
turns of  the  same  had  been  made  to  them  hy  the  Fund  Commissioners* 
Your  committee  cannot  learn  that  there  has  ever  been  any  regular 
final  sdttleilnent  with  any  of  the  Fund  Commissioners;  we  would  there- 
fore suggest  to  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of  authorising  some  person 
to  call  upon  and  settle  with  the  Fund  Commissioneis,  and  in  case  there 
should  be  any  balance  due  from  any  of  them  to  the  State,  that  there 
should  be  immediate  steps  taken  to  collect  the  same*  There  is  one  trans- 
action which  Gen.  Whiteside,as  Fund  Commissioner,  entered  into  which 
has  not  been  mentioned  in  this  report,  but  will  be  naadc  a  special  report 
for  tlie  consideration  of  the  Liegislatui^e. 

The  following  isa  statement  of  tie  amount  of  bonds,  scrip,  and  bank 
paper  on  hand  in  the  Fund  Commissioner's  office,  which  have  been  taken 
up  and  cancelled;  we  would  recommend  that  the  General  Assembly 
cause  these  bonds  and  scrip  to  be  entered  upon  record  in  the  Secictary*a 
office,  and  then  burned. 

Account  of  State  bonds  in  the  Fund  Commissioner's  hands  examined^  sealed 

and  marked, 

1000  Canal  bonds  put  in  the  possession  of  John  D.  VVhitesidc,  Fund 
Commissioner,  by  Magniac  &,  Smithy  of  LondoD,  said  bonds  having  been 
negotiated  by  Gen.  Thornton,  on  account  of  thq  canal  contractors,  and 
other  bonds  substituted,  bearing  semi-annual  coupons;  these  bonds  were 
for  two  hundred  and  twenty -five  pounds  steriing  each,  one  coupon  cut  off. 

Bonds  issued  by  Dr.  Barret,  and  left  by  him  on  deposit  in  the  State 
Bank,  seven ty-eighL  in  number;  twenty-eight  of  which  have  been  taken 
up  by  Gen.  Whiteside,  and  are  counted  and  sealed  up,  and  marked  (A.) 
The  balance,  fif(,y  in  number,  Ge<i.  Whiteside  let  the  biink  have  foi*  fifty 
thousand  dollars;  said  bonds  number  from  522  to  549 — ^internal  improve- 
ment bonds.  .  . 

Also,  five  State  House  bonds  obtained  by  Gen.  Whiteside  on  forfeit, 
io^  the  settlement  of  the  Delafield  case,  (marked  State  House  bonds,)  aqd 
sealed* 

Also,  one  bundrea  and  cwcnly-six  coupons  taken  off  bonds  left  by  Dt» 
Barret  in  the  State  Bank,  thirty  dollars  each,  marked  (C). 

Also,  one  hundred  internal  improvement  bonds  issued  by  pu  Barret, 
given  up  to  Gen.  Whiteside  by  the  State  Bank,  mafkcd  (D.) 

,  Three  packages  of   internal  improvement   bonds,  deposited   in'   t^ 
State  Bank,  January  21, 1840,  issued  as  follows,  viz: 

Package,  No.  1,  marked  *^G.  G.  G."  by  Rawlings  &  Oakley. 
Do.      No.  3,      ''  **        "       ''  Charles  Oakley. 

Do.      No.  3,      "  "       "       "       do.  do. 

Amounting  in  all  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  of  ^1,000^  dep<)fti* 
ted  in  the  bank  by  Mr.  Gatewood. 

One  bundle  of  coupons  cut  off  of  internal  inQprovement  bonds  calling 
for  the  interest  of  July,  1841,  taken  off  by  Gen.  Whiteside,  and  bonds 
transferred  or  hypothecated  by  iiim  to  Macalistcr  &  Stebbins,  S04in  nuip- 
ber,  counted  and  marked  (D.)  * 

Sixty-nine  thousand  dollars  of  scrip  obtained  of  Kennedy  for  bonds, 
the  exchange  made  by  Gen.  Whiteside;,  scrip  in  the  office  of  the  Fund 
Commibsioner,  marked,  cut  and  cancelled. 
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$1 1,571  82  scrip  obtained  by  Gen.  Whiteside  of  H.  Bigelow  for  Stat* 
bond5,  marked,  cancelled  and  cut. 

$18,571  82  received  from  Commercial  Bank  of  Buffalo,  marked,  caa- 
celled  and  cut. 

Stale  bonds  numbering  from  1  to  300,  inclusive,  internal  improvement 
bonds,  due  bjr  1843,  hypothecated  by  Dr.  Barret  to  Nevins,  Townsend 
&  (yo ,  £•  Riggs  and  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  taken  up  by  J.  D. 
Whiteside;  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  of  these  bonds  have  the  coupons 
off  for  July,  1841,  and  in  the  same  package  there  are  four  blank  bonds; 
package  sealed  and  marked  (E.) 

Seven  bonds  received  of  B.  Carroll  on  behalf  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
of  Buffalo,  issued  and  sold  by  Oakley,  Rawlings  and  Tilson,  numberinir 
from  3214  to  3287,  marked  (F.) 

Eighty  Interest  bonds  hypothecated  by  Gen.  Whiteside  to  Macalistcr  & 
Stebbins,  sold  by  them  and  bought  up  by  Whiteside  for  the  sum  of 
$16,001),  sealed  and  marked  (H.) 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-two  coupons  cut  off  the  bonds  returned  by  the 
Atlantic  Bank  and  rc-issued  by  J.  D.  VVhitcside,each  coupon  §30,  coun- 
ted and  marked  (I.) 

One  hundred  and  (ifty  interest  bonds  never  have  been  issued, marked  (J.) 

$l),709  79  in  scrip,  cancelled  and  cut,  received  of  Gen.  Lamborn  by 
him  in  settlement  with  Dixon,  marked  and  cut. 

$65,453  12,  mostly  Shawneetown  Bank  paper,  counted  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  before  said  the  transaction  of  the  Fund  Com- 
missioner with  the  firm  of  Macalister  &  Stebbins  would  be  miide  a  spe- 
cial report;  wc  are  aware  this  is  an  imperfect  report  and  is  necessarily  so; 
it  would  not  only  be  a  work  of  days  but  of  months,  to  enter  into  a  full 
and  thorough  investigation  of  the  transactions  of  the  Fund  Commission- 
ers; that  such  an  investigation  of  all  these  transactions, from  the  first  ona 
down  to  the  last,  is  necessary,  there  cannot  be  a  remaining  doubt.'  We, 
therefore,  offer  the  following  resolutions,  accompanied  by  a  bill: 

Resolved  by  tlie  Home  of  Representatives,  the  Senate  concurring  herein^ 
That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  examine  into  all  the  acts  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  (who  have 
not  finally  settled  with  the  Legislature,)  and  in  case  there  should  be  any 
illegality  in  their  transactions,  or  money  due  from  any  of  them  to  the  State, 
to  settle  with  them  upon  tiic  principles  of  justice  and  equity,*and  take 
•uch  steps  as  will  secure  the  payment  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  that 
may  be  due  and  u'^paid. 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois  cause  immediate 
«teps  to  be  taken  to  secure  thesum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thous- 
and four  hundred  and  forty  six  dollars,  ninety-two  cents,  due  from  John 
Tilson,  jr.  by  contract  with  John  D.  Whiteside,  late  Fu»id  Commissioner, 
by  suit,  on  his  writ  of  attorney  or  otherwise,  in  his  discretion,  as  will 
most  effectually  secure  said  debt. 

/2e5o/z?e:/,  That  Gcii.  John  D.  Whiteside  pay  over  to  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Illinois  the  sum  of  Jorty  thousand  dollars  and  the  interest 
thereon,  in  State  bonds  or  Sfcnte  scrip;  which  sum,  when  so  paid,  shall  be 
in  full  for  forty  internal  improvement  bonds;  which  bonds  said  VVbiteside 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Jno.  Tilson,  jr.  and  have  been  by  him  (Tilson,) 
converted  to  his  own  private  use* 
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OmcB  OF  Secretary  ov  State, 

Springfield,  December  ^li4Si. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopt 
'  ted  this  morning,  I  have  the  hon^r  herewith  to  lay  betbreyou  the  retumi 
of  the  votes  cast  at  the  last  election  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Gove9» 
nor  of  this  State. 

With  much  inspect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  t 

Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

.      LYMAN  TRUMBULL,  Secretary  of  StaU. 
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Voles  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Gvoemor  in  1S42. 
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La  Salle, 

«. 

1,128 

428 

49 

1,044 

524 

S 

Lawrence, 

.. 

403 

400 

396 

366 

Le-, 

— 

237 

238 

7 

236 

254 

7 

Livingston, 

* 

99 

53 

101 

50 

Logan, 

.• 

198 

289 

203 

272 

Macon, 

« 

380 

185 

311 

184 

MacoupiD, 

— 

758 

649 

728 

603 

Hndison, 

• 

1,006 

1,539 

13 

1,(>29 

1,435 

12 

Marion, 

- 

581 

192 

I        511 

161 

3  12C81 

Votes  far  Goventor  and  lAeutenatU  Quoemor  in  1S42. — Continued. 
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Mnrsbfin, 

27S 

168 

8 

248 

186 

9 

Mafiftiif                              - 

181 

,     169 

178 

171 

Mf^Dinougb,                . 

487 

506 

476 

588 

MoHenrr*                     - 

393 

347 

J7 

393 

344 

17 

•AM      W                •" 

JfcLenii.                        •> 

424 

509 

5 

482 

448 

3 

Meiiordf                        — 

233 

35-2 

253 

310 

Mercer,                          -. 

225 

284 

2-20 

284 

Montfcoinerj, 
Monroe,                        - 

3H2 
636 

387 
299 

363 
613 

289 
298 

Morgan,                        - 

Ogle, 

Peorm,                          - 

1,162 

1,375 

8 

1,145 

1,346 

9 

278 

479 

3 

271 

483 

3 

950 

767 

9 

944 

755 

9 

Perry,                            - 

293 

259 

1 

281 

161 

1 

Pial^ 

89 

49 

96 

39 

Pike, 

1,085 

1,073 

1,053 

1,055 

Po,.«, 

Patnnm,                        - 

90 

524 

80 

504 

187 

170 

53 

170 

166 

65 

Rnnilolph,                     - 
Bichlnnc), 

564 
201 

601 
24a 

65 

563 
207 

:86 
201 

65 

Rock  Inland,                - 

254 

313 

247 

313 

SangnmoD,                   — 

1»217 

1,588 

1,221 

1,562 

Scbijyier,                      - 
Scott,                            - 

576 

555 

4 

552 

561 

5 

552 

627 

521 

641 

Shelby, 
St.  Clair, 

773 

288 

776 

258 

1,576 

776 

_ 

1,567 

757 

Scark,                           « 

189 

152 

2 

183 

133 

2 

8tepben»oD, 

Tazewell,                       - 

285 
500 

279 
•III 

16 

286 
492 

277 

792 

16 

Union,                           -. 

446 

219 

452 

273 

VermiUoD,                    - 

455 

968 

463 

934 

Wabaiih,                        - 

275 

426 

288 

402 

Wnrren,                        •• 

383 

455 

2 

369 

441 

2 

WashingtoD, 
Wayne, 

513 
447 

205 
199 

489 
404 

189 
158 

White, 

538 

605 

504 

566 

Wnitetide, 

239 

232 

28 

238 

229 

21 

Will, 

7.56 

465 

76 

711 

494 

73 

Willinmiion,                 - 

53i 

115 

504 

113 

Winnebnfco,                   - 

414 

54S 

48 

399 

55$) 

5C 

Wondford, 

287 

160 

7 

318 

I        \?f^ 

7 

•Error  in  retarnt  of  Clerk. 


Im.:wois)                                      H.R.  JiaraAaBBH. 

L.tai9.     S  '  ^IstSkssioh. 


COMMUNICATION 


VROM 


THE  PUBLIC  PRINTER, 

Becomnnending  a  change  in  the  mode  of  printing  such  documerUf  a$  are  in» ' 
tended  for  distribution  through  the  math. 


DECEMBER  7,  1843. 
Remd  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Springfield,  lllinoii^  Dec.  7, 1842J. 
To  iheHonorahk  ike  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives* 
Sir:  Such  documents  as  have  heretofore  been  printed  for  the  use  of 
both  Houses,  having  been  printed  in  octavo  or  book  form,  has  occasioned 
an  extraordinary  expense  of  postage  to  those  to  whom  they  have  been 
sent,  and  has  also  been  attended  with  greater  expense  to  the  State  in 
printing,  stitching,  paper,  &c.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest 
that  such  documents  be  hereafter  printed  in  folio  or  quarter  form,  where 
they  are  designed  for  such  temporary  use,  and  that  to  all  of  them  there 
shall  be  appended  a  caption  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  governing  the  rates  of  postage  on  periodical  pub> 
Ucations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WALTERS, 

Public  Printer. 


J 


r'  'i  ; 


I    .  • 


luuNoisI                                     H.  R.  512th  Awbm. 

Lbqis.  ^  ' •  }  1st  Session. 

'  ,' '  *  ■  * 

.  .  COMMUNICATION 

VROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE, 

On  the  subject  of  the  resolution  requiring  a  revision  of  the  Laws. 


DECEMBER  9,  1843. 
Read  and  Inid  on  the  table. 


Department  op  State, 
Springfield,  December  S,  1842. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  request- 
ing the  Secretary  oi  State  to  report  to  the  IIou83  whether  he  has  com- 
plied with  a  joint  resolution  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  requiring  him 
to  revise  the  laws,  &c.,  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  state  that  he 
is  not  aware  of  any  resolution  of  the  last  session  imposing  that  duty  upon 
the  Secretary  of  State  alone,  but  presumes  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
adopted  on  yesterday,  has  reference  to  ajoint  resolution  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, requiring  the  Attorney  General  and  Secretary  of  State  to  nriake  a 
digest  of  the  laws  of  this  State  of  a  general  nature,  to  be  accompanied  by 
a  full  and  correct  index  thereto,  and  present  the  same  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  then  next  session  of  the  General  Assembly  for  their  approval 
or  rejection. 

No  digest  has,  however,  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  said  resolu- 
tion. Had  the  resolution  of  the  last  Legislature  merely  required  a  re- 
publication of  the  laws  in  one  volume,  it  would  have,  been  a  service  easily 
[)erformed,  but  it  was  not  a  mere  re-print  or  revision,  but  a  digest  of  the 
aws,  that  was  required  to  be  made.  To  have  done  this  would  neces- 
sarily have  been  a  work  of  great  labor  and  care,  as  nearly  the  whole 
statutes  must  have  been  re-written,  and  would  have  required  altogether 
more  time  than  the  undersigned  could  possibly  devote  to  it,  and  perform 
the  other  duties  imposed  upon  him.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of 
Secretary  of  State,  the  undersigned  was  required  by  the  last  Legislature, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Treasurer,  to  superintend  the  appropriations  made 
towards  the  further  completion  of  the  State  House,  and  was  also  made  a 
member  of  no  less  than  three  other  boards,  one  to  examine  and  adjust 
claims  on  account  of  public  buildings,  one  to  settle  the  accounts  of  con- 


tractors  od  public  roads,  and  one  to  invpstigate  ihe  acts  and  doings  of  the 
State  House  Commissioners.  The^e  extraordinary  duties  have  necenari* 
ly  occupied  him  a  large  portson  of  his  tijno  since  he  came  into  ofljce,  and 
together  with  the  ordinary  duties  of  Secretary  of  State,  have  put  it 
wholly  out  of  his  power  to  prepare;  such  a  digest  as  he  believes  was  con* 
templated  by  the  [legislature. 

With  much  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL, 
.   .    Sureiary  of  State. 


Iijjifon)  IL  R.  (ISrnAfBWi. 

Lewis,    \  '  C**'*'  Srumon. 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


BOARD  OF  AUDITORS, 


Appoinied  to  examine  aU  claims  against  the  State  for  zoork  done  upon  Ae 

State  House* 


DECEMBER  9,  1843. 
Read  and  reftrfed  to  the  oommittee  on  Public  Aocoitiit»uid  Espendituret. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  (he  State  of  Illinois. 
The  commtssioners  .appointed  to  examine  all  claims  against  the  State 
for  work  done  upon  the  State  House,  and  furniture  furnished,  by  virtue  of 
^An  act  entitled  -An  act  making  appropriations  /or  work  done  upon  the 
State  House,  and  for  materials  lurnish^d,'"  approved  January  29,  1S41, 
would  respectfully  report  that  on  the  third  day  of  February,  1841,  they 
entered  upon  an  examination  of  the  claims  rcierred  to  in  said  law,  and 
proceeded  to  allow  those  considered  just.  From  the  irregular  manner  in 
which  the  accounts  relating  to  the  State  House  iiad  been  kept,  the  ex- 
amination was  both  unsatisfactory  and  labDriou9«  The  whole  amount  of 
the  appropriation  was  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Claims  to  the  amount  of 
tiiirty-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  (t29,S85  33)  were  allowed;  some  were  rejected  as  not  coming 
within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  others  were  rejected  as  unjust. 
Most  of  the  claims  consisted  of  certificates  denominated  *^State  House 
•crip,"  the  residue  consisted  of  accounts.  The  annexed  schedule  will 
sliow  the  date,  amount,  and  character  of  each  claim,  and  the  name  of  the 
claimant. 

JAMES  SHIEI.DS: 

AwHtor  of  Public  Accounts. 
M.  CARPENTEK,  Treaswer. 
LYMAN  TRUMBULL, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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The  following  claiiiis  have  been  presented  to  the  board  and  partly  paid, 

'the  whole  amount  is  considered  justly  due,  viz: 

H.  E.  Bridge  &  Go's,  bill  of  stoves  and  pipes  for  the  same, 
$61805;  amount  paid  on  the  same  $311  18,  and  remain- 
ing yetdue  ......     130687 

Stniuk  &  Crane^s  bill  for  Corinthian  caps,  pilasters,  dec, 
f  1,341  96;  amount  paid  $319  19;  remaining  due  yet 
$1,030  77;  add  the  bill  of  capitals  received  since  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  State  Treasurer,  $130;  balance 
djie  Smith  &  Crane  .....  $1,160  77 

There  is  also  due  to  Messrs.  Stratton  &  Seymour  of  New 
York,  for  a  bill  of  stoves  and  pipe  which  was  purchased  by 
the  State  House  Commissioner,  the  sum  of  •  •      $573  29 


Y^^^X  H.  R.  513th  Kmm. 

^"""-     S  "  (1st    SBBMOlf- 


REPORT 

FBOX 

THE  AUDITOR, 

Exhibiting  the  eamUies  which  hcne  paid  their  tax  far  the  year  I843L 


DBOEMBBR  13,  1843. 
R«id  and  referred  to  the  oommittee  on  Finanee. 


AUDITOR^S  QfFICB,  iLLntOUi 

Springfield,  Dec.  12»  18^ 
To  the  Honorable  the  Spbakbr 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  your  House,  requesting  the  Au- 
ditor to  furnish  the  names  of  the  counties,  if  any,  that  have  paid  their 
State  taxes  for  the  year  1842,  &c.,  I  have   the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing information,  yiz: 


ounty  of  Scott  has  paid 

#1500  00 

do    Woodford, 

do 

90000 

do    Macon, 

do 

90000 

do    YermilioD, 

do 

3,735  00 

do    Edwards, 

do 

80000 

do    Tazewell, 

do 

3,30000 

do    Crawford 

do 

1,054  67  00 
|ll,179r6J 

The  above  amount  reached  the  treasury 

previous  to  the  first  Dec,  instant. 
Since  then  Uie  county  of  Edgar  has  paid  2,503  60 

do  do  Randolph    do  1,445  93 


3,949  53 


Making  in  all  •  .  .  -  >  $15,129  20 

The  whole  of  the  foregoing  was  paid  in  paper  of  the  State  Bank  and 
of  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  whidi  was  collected  previous  to  the  12th  day  of 
September  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SHIELDS,  Auditor. 


;  • 


iLUNon  )  EL  R»  03th  Assbm. 

Lams.     )  iIstSebsion, 


MESSAGE 


ruom 


THE  GOVERNOR, 


TransmiUing  a  communication  frmn  one  of  the  creditors  of  the  State  in 

London. 


DECEMBER  17,  1842. 
Read  and  laid  on  table. 


ExBCUTiVB  Department, 

December  17,  1842. 
To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  accompanjing  letter  has  been  received  from  one  of  the  crodlfors 
residing  in  London.  It  is  communicated  by  me  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  their  action,  if^  indeed,  any  thing  at  this  time  effectual  cm  be 
done  in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  Sue, 

THOxMAS  FORD. 

London,  November  U,  1842. 
32,  Eaton  Square. 
Sir:  On  the  25th  January,  1839, 1  bought  from  Mr.  Samuel  Jaudon, 
agent  to  the  U.  States  Bank,  through  D.  Billsons  &  Co.,  brokers,   viz: 
$4,000  Illinois  State  6  per  cent,  bonds,  redeemable  1870, 

at  92i,  making       .....  £832:10:0 

Broker's  commission  t  per  cent.  •  •  •  1:  2:6 

Paid  at  same  time,  British  sterling  -  -  -  £833:12:6 

No6.  362, 363,  364,  and  365,  each  $1,000         -  -  $4,000 

Since  then  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Jaudon  four  half  yearly  dividends 
of  £24  each;  the  last  on  the  15th  of  November,  1841.  The  above  I  bought 
on  the  faith  of  the  sovereign  State  of  Illinois,  never  doubting  the  rejzular 
payment  of  interest;  on  which,  with  other  dividends,  particularly  $50,000 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  bought  at  the  same  time,  I  depended  for  sup- 
port. May  I  request  the  favor  of  your^advising  me  what  prospect  there  ii 
of  me  being  paid  my  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

/  JOHN  WILSON. 

To  his  Elxcellency,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 


IfAOfOit)  H.  li.  OSthAmvm. 

LaoMu    V  *    llflT  Session. 


REPORT 


or  THX 

COMMISSIONERS  OP  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL, 

In  regard  to  their  proceeditigt  under  the  act  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
canal  wts  in  Chicago  and  Ottawa. 


DECEMBER  27»  1843. 
Read,  aod  referred  to  the  committee  onCuna!  and  Canal  Landt. 


Gahal  OfticB) 
lAckport,  December  2i,  1842. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Chneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 
The  6th  section  of  an  act  approved  February  27,  1841,  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  canal  lots  in  Chicago  and  Ottawa,  in 
1836,"  requires  that  the  canal  commissioners  '^halfkeep  a  just  and  full 
record  of  all  proceedings  under  said  act  and  report  the  same  to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  general  or  special  session  of  tne  Legislature*'*    In 
comnliance  with  this  provision  the  commissioners  respectfully  submit 
the  loHowing 

REPORT: 

To  arrive  at  a  proper  knowledge  of  **an  proceeding  under  the  act''  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  a  brief  Tiistory  or  the  questions  growing  out  of 
it,  as  they  assumed  a  serious  and  important  character.  On  our  arrival  at 
Chicago  in  thesprine  of  1841,  and  soon  after  we  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  our  omciai  duty,  we  found  this  law  to  be  the  subject  of  very 
general  interest  in  that  community.  Such  was  the  feeling  as  to  the  con- 
struction  that  should  be  given  it,  that  we  were  requested  to  liear  argu- 
ments before  giving  an  opinion  in  relation  to  it,  and  we  consented  to  do 
•o.  Several  gentleman  of  the  bar  of  that  city,  and  General  Tumey,  of 
Loclfport,  expressed  to  us  their  views,  to  which  we  listened  with  pleas- 
ure, being  desirous  of  receiving  all  the  light  that  could  be  shed  upon  a 
question  of  such  magnitude;  but  these  views  did  not  change  our  own  or 
shake  our  confidence  in  their  rectitude. 

It  was  assumed  by  some  that  under  the  4th  section  of  the  act  which 
authorized  the  division  of  lots  into  halves  or  quarters,  that  the  purchaser 
had  the  right  of  selecting  that  part  he  chose  to  take  without  any  reference 
to  its  relative  proportional  value  to  the  part  relinquished  to  the  State.    A' 


[282J;        ■,  .  S|,      • 

though  the  strtct  letter  of  this  section  would  seem  to"  warrant  sach*.  a-conr 
struction,  yet,  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  intention  of  the  law,  and 
interpreted  by  the  rules  laid  dqwt^/or  ^he  e^jposition  of  statutes,  we  could 
not  believe  it  conferred  the  rigtitcliainiea.  It  is  true  the  1st  section  says 
the  purchaser  may  select  "at  his  option,"  but  the  4th  section  contains  a 
condition  that  no  division  of  lots  shall  be  made  "by  any  other  mode  thao 
leaving  to  the  State  as  much  front'iw  rear." 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  this  might  literally  be  the  case,  and  still  the 
St^te  be  greatly,  the  l999r^  by  thp  ,opei;a^0Q,  an4  it  may  be  illustrated  in 
this  way.  A',  purchased  a  comer  lot  situated  in  the  business  part  of  the 
city,  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  nine  thousand  dollars.  The  price  at  the 
reduction  of  thirty4hree  aqd  a,  third  pjsr  cent.,  required  by  .the  law,  woul4 
be  six  thousand  dollars.  1^  payments  he  had  made  amounted  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  he  desired  to  take  half  the  lot  and  pay 
five  hundred  dollars,  the  balance  due  upon  it.  If  he  were  allowed  to  select 
"at  his  option,"  of  course  he  would  take  the  comer  half,  worth  twice  orthree 
times  as  much  as  the  other,  and^^y^t  in  dping^  so  would  leave  to  the  State 
"as  much  frqn^^i^tf^firy^  an<j[,act  jil^qotmplianCe  with  tbes^ric^.letterofthe 
provision  defining  the  manner  in  which  lots  should  be  divided*  The  com- 
missioners, however,  determined  that  the  Legislature  by  the  passage  of 
the  law  did  not  intend  to  do  manifest  injustice  to  the  State,  or  give  one 
purchaser  a^i^lim^fi^.^oTer  another,  and  that  the  expression  "shall  leave 
to  tb^  State.a^^Q^icbifromtasTe^r"  was  designed  to  equalize  the  value  of 
the  part  selectodit  tOvthat  ^^linqjlj^sh,cdtq^tt^. State,,  ap4  they  apted  in  coc^-. 
formky  to  tMs.  oplQiof^  apd  tba  C9atrary^  oppstruction  was  spon  abandon- 
ed by  its  nd  voc^i^Sf  VViien  a  puipoha^r  too^  a  corner  half  or  quarter  of 
a  lot  we  s£it  a  v^Iuq  upon  it  and  required  bjm  to  pay  the  difif^rcnce,  be- 
tween it  and  the  part  rQJinquish^ 

Another  dlfiicuUy  grCi^ing  out  of  the  lsfw,wa39  who  was .  eijititlcd  to  its 
henefttn*  IM  iten^braceiaZ/  the  purchasers  of,  lots  in  Chicago  and  Otta- 
wa, in  1836,  or  only  those  who  had  not  availed  themselves  o?  aqy  previ* 
ous  relief  law,  and  had  entirely  failed  to  make  payment  of  either  princi- 
pal or  interest  upon  their  purcha^f  s?  It  was  finally  determined  that  all 
the  purchasers  were  entitled  to  relief,  and  that  the  act  placed  them  all  up- 
on the.  saoi^  foptingf  n<>jt,h9;iyever  without  gceat  doubts  being  exp^esjied 
a(t  th^  time  b/  the  president  of  the  board  as  tp  the  correctness  of  tbi9  dc^. 
ciaioa/ii^  ak^al  point  of  view;  yet,  asit  w^ould  have  been  manifestly  un- 
just to  extend,ri^Iief  to  those  who  ha4  forfeited  tbeir  purcha^efs  ai^d.  withr 
hpld  it  from  those  who  had  Qot^  he  4id  not  urge  his  objection  to  the  de^ 
cisioa,.and.  takes  thii  occasion  to  say  he  is,  sa^isjEu^d  ^^^  ^^  has  operated  ia 
a-fair  and  equitable. manner^ 

By  fbr  the  m.ost  iipporxant  question,  however,  which  arose  under  the 
lf^w,and  one  which  hsp  deeply,  effected  the  interest  of  the  State,  wa^  the 
extraordiqaiy  privilege  cJ^med^qf  transfer^  not  of  the  certificate  of  pur- 
cb^e,  for  that  was  made  ti^  subject  of  transfer,  "but  the  right  of  apply- 
ing it  in  payment  ctf  other  purchases  after  it  had  been  transferred,  and  thu9 
establishing  the  principle  of  consolidating  different  purchases*  This  right 
seemed  so^irectty  ia  the  face  of  the  spirit,  letter,  and  intention  of  the  act 
that  we  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  it  did  exist«and  that  the  Legislature 
never  designed  it  should,  Wc  believed  the  object  of  the  law  was  to  re- 
lieve original  purct^ers.  and  not  to  open  the  door  to  speculatioQi,  or  t^ 
enable  one  individual  to  profit  by  another's  purchases* 


The  first  section  provides  *Hhat  every  person  who  hat  paid  any  money, 
apon  such  purchases  shall  first  ascertain  the  amount  from  the  proper  au- 
thority, and  next  he  shall  have  or  procure  to  be  described  the  particular 
lot  or  land  upon  which  payments  shall  have   been  made,  and  shall  he  al« 
lowed  the  right  to  select  so  much  of  his  original  piirchase  at  his  option 
a^  the  said  payments  will  cover,  deducting  from  theorigioal  price  stipula- 
ted for  thiriy-three  and  a  third  per  cent.*'     From  this  provision  it  secmaj 
clear  that  the  purchaser  had  only  the  right  to  select  from  his  original  pur-  ■ 
chase  as  much  as  his  payments  would  cover;  to  make  this  selection  at  his^« 
option,  under  the  restrictions  hereinbefore  alluded  to,  and  at  a  reduction  • 
of  thirty-three  and  a  third  percent,  below  the  price  he  agreed  to, pay  for 
the  property.    This  was  all  thb  relief  we  belisve  the  Legislature  intended' 
ta  grant.     Nearly  all  the  purchasers  had  forfeited  their  lots, or  were  either, 
unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  balance  due  upon  them,  and  with  a  view., 
or  closing  up  the  whole  transaction  each  individual  was  allowed  to  take 
80  much  out  of.  his  own  purchase,  not  out  of  the  pMPchases  of  any  other 
person,  as  the  payments  he  had  made  could  covern  and  cancelling  his  obli-^ 

{ations  to  the  canal  fund.  Thev  were  not,  however,  satisfied  with  this,, 
ut  insisted  on  consolidating  difierent  purchases,  whjch  the  commission-* 
crs  could  n^t  allow  consistently  with  their  sense  of  duty.  It  was  then 
proposed  to  make  an  agreed  caie,  embracing  the  point  in  controvetrsy,  and* 
submit  it  to  Judge  Smith  for  decision;  but  this  we  refused  to*  do.  A  propo-^ 
sition  was  afterwards  made  to  make  such  a  case  and  submit  it  t^  the  t^u- 
preme  Court  for  their  opinion,  and  to  this  we  consented;  not  wishing  to 
persist  in  an  error,  if  in  one,  to  the  oppression  of  the  purchasers,  as  they 
alleged,  and  knowing  that  to  be  the  proper  tribunal  in  all  cafes  of  dpubt 
to  determine  what  rights  the  law  haJ  conferred  upon  them.  The  deci- 
sion of  the  court  was  to  be  the  rule  of  our  action  in  all  similar  cases,  and 
we  appealed  to  it  with  an  abiding  confidence  in  the  justice  and  rectitude  of, 
our  own  opinions,  and  feeling  assured  it  would  sustain  the  interest  and 
rights  of  the  State  as  we  believed  them  to  exist;  hut  in  this  we  weredis-i 
appointed.  At  the  lime  the  case  was  submitted  there,  were  eight  judges 
presiding,  (Judge  Scales  being  absent,)  and  the  able  talents  of  Mr. Trum- 
bull was  procured  in  behalf  of  the  St-ite,  or  ra'hcf  he  generously  consen- 
ted to  argue  the  question.  The  president  of  the  board  also  pointed  out 
the  effect  upon  the  value  of  canal  property  the  decision  would  have  if  it, 
sustained  what  the  purchasers  claimed  to  bo  the  law«  and  it  was  his  under* 
standing  the  cause  vf^s  to  be  decided  in  a  few  dnyf ,  but  from  some  reason 
this  was  not  done  until  near  the  close  of  lh3  term.  In  the  mean  time 
J'udge  Ford  left  the  bew  h  for  Florida,  and  but  seven  judges  remained. 
Judge  Smith,  in  behalf  of  him^^elf  and  three  of  his  associates,  prepared 
and  and  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  awarding  against  the  commis- 
sioners a  writ  of  mandamus,  compelling  them  to  receive  transferred  cer- 
tificates in  p<iyment  of  lots.  From  this  opinion  Judges  Breese,  DouglasS| 
and  Treat  dissented,  and  as  it  is  a  curious  document,  and  may  properly 
be  styled  an  anomaly  in  the  history  of  judicial  decisions,  a-copy  of  it  is 
herewith  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  Legislature.  We  know  that 
it  is  not  our  province,  nor  do  we  intend  to  speak  in  disrespectful  terms  of 
the  court,  but  when  its  opinion,  as  we  believe  this  one  has  done,  saciifices 
the  public  interest  to  avast  extent;  that  interest  we  were  appointed  to  guard 
and  protect;  and  when  it  is  made  up  of  special  pjeadiug  and  mystifying  ar- 
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guments  instead  of  meeting  the  question  boldly  and  without  reserve,  we 
cannot  but  subject  it  to  the  scrutiny  of  rigid  lustice.  By  an  inspection 
of  this  decision  it  will  be  seen  that  Judge  Smith  no  where  draws  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  rights  of  an  individual  to  consolidate  his  own  pur- 
chases and  that  of  different  persons,  but  speaks  in  general  terms  of  the 
existence  of  this  right  without  defining  in  what  manner,  or  to  what  extent 
it  docs  exist,  nor  is  he  more  explicit  in  relation  to  that  provision  of  the 
law  which  makes  the  certificates  of  purchase  the  subject  of  transfer. 
The  substance  of  his  argument  is  that  there  existed  a  previous  law  author- 
izing the  holder  to  assign  them,  and  that  therefore  this  provision,  though 
it  is  similar  in  its  character  to  the  one  before  passed  and  embraced  in  a  par- 
ticular law  to  meet  a  particular  case,  must  have  been  intended  to  convey 
some  privilege  beyond  the  mere  right  of  assignment,  and  that  necessarily 
was  the  right  of  the  assignee  to  apply  it  in  payment  upon  his  own  pur- 
chases. 

There  is  another  feature  of  this  decision  that  deserves  to  be  noticed. 
Its  premises  are  false,  and  therefore  its  conclusions  erroneous.  It  assumes 
the  ground  that  it  was  conceded  if  the  certificates  were  assigned  ^*before 
the  passage  of  the  law,'*  then  the  assignee  would  have  the  right  of  apply- 
ing them  m  payment  upon  his  own  purcha^s,  and  when  an  individual, 
not  an  original  purchaser,  held  certificates  obtained  from  different  purcha- 
sers, he  might  select  upon  which  purchase  to  locate  them.  Conceded  by 
whom?  The  Judge  evidently  labors  to  produce  the  impression  by  the 
commissioners,  and  to  fortify  himself  behind  the  "concession."  The 
commissioners,  however,  never  made  any  such,  and  they  are  unwilling  to 
be  silently  forced  into  an  attitude  that  yields  the  whole  ground  of  contro- 
versy; duty  to  themselves  and  to  the  State  forbids  it,  and  their  respect 
for  the  court  cannot  prevent  them  from  expot^ing  its  assumptions  when 
they  conflict  with  facts. 

The  impression  is  also  sought  to  be  made  that  the  commissioners  denied 
that  the  assignee  was  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  ori- 
ginal purchaser,  and  the  court  determined  he  was,  and  that  the  right  to 
consolidate  different  purchases  followed  as  a  matter  of  course;  strange 
conclusion,  truly!  We  never  doubted  that  the  assignee  acquired  alt  the 
rights  the  assignor  had  in  the  certificate  previous  to  its  assignment,  but  as 
the  assignor  had  not  the  right  to  apply  it  in  payment  upon  any  other  pur- 
chase than  his  own,  it  is  singular  now  any  man  could  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  assignee  acquired  that  right  by  virtue  of  the  transfer,  a 
right  not  possessed  by  the  onginal  holder.  Yet  the  question  is  made  to 
assume  this  ground  by  the  court,  and  it  will  readily  be  discovered,  if  rea- 
son is  suffered  to  discriminate  between  assumptions  and  facts,  argumcnti 
and  sophistry,  so  nicely  and  ingeniously  blended  together  in  the  decision, 
it  is  true  that  the  one  may  be  taken  for  the  other  as  it  is  covered  over 
with  genius  and  tact. 

The  able  and  lucid  dissenting  opinion  of  Judge  Breese  will  be  found  on 
the  records  of  the  court,  and  can  bii  referred  to  if  desired.  If  we  had  a 
copy  of  it  at  hand  it  would  be  transmitted,  with  that  of  Judge  Smith. 

With  these  explanations  it  only  remains  for  us  to  add  that  the  decision 
of  the  court  being agiinst  us  we  felt  bounl  to  carry  it  out,  and  these  ex- 
planations, together  with  the  tabular  statement  hereto  attached,  showing 
the  number  of  lots  and  parts  of  lots  taken  by  individuals  as  well  as  those 
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reliDquisbed  to  the  State,  will»  it  is  beliered,  be  a  full  report  of  *^all  pro- 
ceedings under  the  act.''    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.    , 

I.  N.  MORRRIS.  President 
Board  of  CommUsionerB  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal* 

NEWTON  CLOUD, 
Late  1  reasurer  of  Canal  Board. 
Agreed  with  the  president  in  the  constructions  of  the  relief  law  refer- 
red to  in  this  report,  but  not  professing  a  great  amount  of  legal  learning 
express  no  opinion  of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

^  NEWTON  CLOUD. 


REPORT  OP  THE  ACTING  COMMISSIONER. 

The  undersigned,  acting  commissioner,  under  a  high  sense  of  the  re- 
sponsibility which  devolves  upon  him,  as  one  of  the  board  of  canal  com- 
missionersi,  having  examined  the  report  made  out  by  the  i)resident  of  said 
board,  and  now  presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  touching  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  of  27th  February,  1841,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  purchsisers  of  canal  lots  in  Chicago  and  Ottawa,  in  1836,"  feels  it  due 
to  himself  and  the  General  Assembly,  to  enter  his  dissent  to  all  that  por- 
tion of  said  report  which  controverts  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  construction  which  the  court  gave  to  said  law.  It  was  his  misfor- 
tune to  differ  with  the  president  of  the  board,  as  to  the  proper  construc- 
tion to  be  given  to  said  act.  Soon  afler  their  organization.  It  is  this  differ- 
ence which  now  forbids  his  assent  to  said  report.  His  dissent,  together 
*  with  his  reasons  theiefor,  are  herewith  presented  in  the  form  of  a  separate 

REPORT. 

On  all  the  subjects  growing  out  of  the  law  of  1841,  designed  as  a  mea- 

'sure  of  relief  to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  the  towns  of  Chicago  andOtta- 

'  wa,  in  1836,  the  board  acted  with  unanimity,  except  the  one  which  was 

ultimately  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  December,  1841.    It  was  in 

'  consequence  of  the  construction  given  to  this  act  by  the  president  of  the 
board,  that  the  case  of  Col.  Hamillon,  so  fully  discussed  in  his  report,  was 
taken  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  final  settlement  of  the  controversy; 
and  it  only  remains  for  the  undersigned  to  vindicate  his  own  construction 
of  said  act,  which,  he  is  happy  to  add,  was  ably  and  fully  sustained  by  the 
highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  State. 
It  is  very  obvious,  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  act  of  1841,  that 

•  the  sole  design  of  the  law  was  to  extend  relief  to  the  purchasers  of  lots 
in  Chieago  and  Ottawa,  by  consolidating  the  partial  payments  which  hbd 
been  made  upon  all,  to  one  or  more  lots,  so  as  to  give  to  said  purchasers 
an  opportunity  to  obtain  a  title  from  the  State  to  such  lots  as  should  thus 
be  fully  poid  for,  and  parts  of  lots,  as  the  case  might  be,  and  a  relinquish- 
ment by  said  purchaser  to  the  State  of  all  such  lots  and  parts  of  loU^ 
thus  relieved  from  such  partial  payments. 

In  order  that  all  persons  who  bad  made  purchases  in  those  towns  'in 
1836  should  alike  receive  the  benefit  of  said  law,  it  became  a  grave  and 

'  leriou  enquiry  Whether  those  persons  who  held  certificates  of  purchase 


by  assignment  iould  claim  the  proposed  relief  under  said  law,  equally 
iK^ith  tho^e  who  had  pqrchasefl  tots  at  the  sale.  The  7lh  section  ol  the 
act  of  ISJl  authorized  the  holders  of  certificates  of  Iqis  purchased  in 
those  towns  ^n  1836,  to,  transfer  their  title  to  said-  lots,  by  assignment,  so 
as  to  vest  tiie  iissignee  with  all  the  rights  which  said  certificates  conferred 
on  the  original  purchaser.  It  was  well  known  at  the  time  the  act  of  1841 
was  drawn  up,  that  many  of  those  certificates,  where  partial  payments 
had  been  made  on  the  lots  purchased^  had  changed  hands;  and  it  was 
equally  well  known  that  they  were  constantly  passing  from  one  to  another, 
so  that  before  the  law  could  be  carried  into  effect  a  majority  of  certifi- 
cates might  be  in  the  hands  of  assignees. 

It  was  contended  by  the  president  of  the  board  that  the  act  of  1841 
was  limited,  ^uid  restricted  ia  its  application  tolhos^  p^r^pns  who  held  cer- 
tificates of  lots,  by  assignment,  or  as  original  purchasers,  to  separate  par- 
cels of  each  lot,  on  which  such  partial  payments  had  been  made,  excluded 
all  those  who  had  acquired  rights  to  difler^nt  tots,  a9  original  purchasers, 
from  consolidating  their  payments. 

The  undersigned  took  a  more  liberal  view  of  said  act,  and  so  construed 
it  as  to  apply  i&  provisions  to  all  who  were  tlie  bona  fide  holders  of  certi- 
'  ficates,  whether  by  transfer  or  as  original  purchasers,  and  permitted  them 
to  consolidate  their  payments  on  such  lots  as  they  might  clioose,  being  ooe 
on  which  they  had  a  certificate  of  purchase.  Any  other  construction 
would  have  defeated,  the  principal  object  contemplated  by  this  relief 
measure. 

If  the  construction  .which  the  president  of  the  board  then  put  upon  said 
act,  and  now  in  his  labored  report  attempts  to  sustain  by  argument,  had 
been  confirmed,  it  woul^  have  worked  manifest,  injustice  to  a  number.of 
meritorious  individuals  without  any  corresponding  benefits  to  the  State. 
it  is  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the  law  of  1841,  that  the  State  had  a 
double  object  in  view  in  passing  it. '  First,  by  allowing  persons  holding 
certificates  of  lots  which  bad  become  forfeited  by  Jaw  for  tl^c  non-pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money,  to  concentrate  the  partial  ps^yments' w^ich 
the  State  had  received  from  said  purchases,  to  a  single  lot  oc  part  o^  a 
lot,  thus  securing  a  fee  simple  title  to  the  same  for  bio^elf.  Secondly, 
that  the  holder  of  certificates  should  relinquish  to  tlx  State  all  the  right 
which  they  may  have,  either  legal  or  equitable,  to  all  other  lots,  except 
those  on  which  the  payments  should  thus  be  consolidated)  so  that  the  State 
t^ould  bring  them  again  into  market,  relieved  from  any, equitable  claim 
growing  out  of  the  former  sales. 

From  these  considerations  it  is  equally  apparent  that  th^  Legisliat^ire 
intended  to  embrace  all  the  holders  of  certificate?  of  purchase,  although 
the  term  ^^original  purchaser^*  is  made  use  of  in  the  act..  It  will  be  8eeii|by 
the  ,7th  section  thereof,  tliat^  a  transfer  of  a  certificate  vests  in  the  as- 
si^ee  all  the  rights  of  the  origical  purchaser.  It  then  follows,  that  «o 
far  as  legal  as  well  as  equitable  ^rights  are ,  ogncerned,  the  holders  of  any 
iuch  certificates  by  assignment  and  the  original  purchasers  are  ifpoa  'an 
equal  footing;  and  it  will  not  fail  to  occur  to  the  most  superficial  obser* 
ver,  that  the  restrictions  of  said  measure  of  reliei,  by,.the.cpn;structio9^f 
the  president  of  the  boaiti,  is  adhering  to.the.lettei'  of  ihp  la^  ^ith  too 
much  tenacity. 

It  only  remains  for  th^  undejrsigned  to  add,4^t  Ihaf.^mutrMptio^.gjil^ 
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to  this  act  by  the  president  of  the  board  was  the  origin  of  the  cause  re- 
ferred to  in  the  said  report  as  having  been  decided  bj  the  Supreme 
Court.  That  court,  after  listening  witii  deep  interest  to  the  very  able  ar- 
gument of  the  president  of  the  board,  decided  against  his  construction  of 
the  act,  and  in  favor  of  the  one  given  by  the  undersigned.  This  decision 
was  finali  and  met  with  general  approbation. 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  that  the  president  of  the  board 
should  have  seized  upon  this  decision,  and  made  it  the  subject  of  l)is  learn- 
ed  criticism  and  animadversion;  and  it  is  equally  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
the  judges  who  decided  the  case,  and  the  undersigned,  have  nol  been  able 
to  escape  his  pointed  rebuke.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Jacob  fry, 

Acting  Commissioner  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 


The  president  of  the  board  utterly  declines  any  intention  in  his  report 
of  casting  reflcctionc  on  the  acting  commissioner,  and  he  regrets  that  he 
cannot  defend  himself  against  the  decision  of  the  court,  insinuating  in 
strong  terms  this  construction  of  the  law  ^'stinted"  the  bounty  of  the  Le- 
gislature, and  was  of  a  ^'technical"  character,  and  vindicate  the  justice 
and  correctness  of  his  own  opinion,  without  being  subjected  to  the  cen- 
sure of  one  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  in  his  official  capacity.  The 
acting  commissioner  has  evidently  suffered  himself  to  be  worked  up  into 
an  undue  excitement  without  cause,  and  as  it  certainly  would  not  be 
beneficial  for  me  to  contract  the  "liberality"  of  my  views  with  his,  or  in- 
dulge in  any  personal  remarks.  1  take  my  leave  of  the  subject,  willing 
that  the  Legislature  should  determine  between  us.  I  have  only  done 
what  I  conceived  to  be  my  duty,  and  it  is  for  others  to  judge  whether  I 
bave  acted  properly.  L  N.  MORRIS,  President* 


lui!fon)                                    a  R.  (ISthAsoui. 

)  I  In  Smmum. 


MESSAGE 


THE   GOVERNOR, 


hffinrming  ike  Chnend  Assembly  of  the.resignaHm  of/oks%  Pearmm^  < 

Senator* 


DECEMBER  90,  1841. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


EzSODTTTB  DsPARTIllMTf 

December^  1842. 
To  the  Senate  and  Hxmse  of  Representatives: 

The  Hon.  John  Pearson  has  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  to  toke 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1843.  A  writ  of  election  wOl  issue 
immediately  to  fill  the  vacancy;  but  the  law  as  it  now  stands  requires  m 
longer  previous  notice  of  the  election,  and  allows  a  longer  time  for  the 
returns  thereof  to  be  made  than  is  necessary  for  a  special  election  during 
die  session* 

I  have  the  honor,  dsc, 

THOMAS  FORa 
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\^!^lJi  (Iot  Sassiow. 


MESSAGE 


FBOM 


THE   GOVERNOR, 

Informing  the  Ckneral  As$enMy  of  certain  vacancies  existing  m  the  Ai- 

preme  Court. 


DECEMBER  fO,  1849. 
Remd  and  laid  oo  the  tablt. 


fixacuTiTB  DBPARTimrr, 
December  20, 1842. 
Tsthe  Senate  and  House  of  Represeniatioes: 

A  vacancy  has  this  day  occurred  in  the  office  of  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Ck>urt,  by  the  resignation  of  the  Honorable  Sidney  Breese, 
to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  Also,  a  ra* 
cancy  in  the  same  office  occurred  in  June  last  by  my  own  resignation; 
which  last  vacancy  was  temporarily  filled  by  an  appointment  by  my  pre- 
decessor,  to  continue  until  the  end  of  the  present  sesMon  of  the  Geberal 
Assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  FORD. 


J  (  lit  Smmwmi  . 


H^SSAGR 


THEGOTERNOH, 


rwiNiwiaiMy  cortMi^  r^goludom  y  the  OiMtral  AuemUy^a/th  State  i^ 

VermanL 


DBCBMBBB  94.  ISO* 
Ke«d  and  laid  on  the  taUa. 


BiBOUTIVA  QiVlOly  iLLnroiSi 
Springfield^  Dmxmber^  1842. 
7<»«lb  jEbiMi  (^Rfpre$€nMvoe$: 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  the  ac- 
<0ropaoymg  resohitioQs  of  the  General  Assenibly  of  the  Skate  of  Ver- 
mont, agreeably  to  their  request 

TaOMAS  FORD. 


STATE  OP  VERMONT- 

EuucuTivs  DsBABnaorrv 
Montpelier^  Novmnber  17, 1842. 
flise  I*  ooinptiaKe  with  a  request  of  the  General  Aasemblyt  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report*  adopted  at  their  last  seasion^ 
With  great  respect*  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PAINE* 
7e  JSRf  Excdlmcgn  the  Ocfoemor  ofltUnais. 


STATE  OP  VERMONT- 

Legislative  report  upon  the  franking  privilege  anip0akigff9 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  documents  communicated  to 
the  Senate  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  from  the  Legislatures  and  the  Executives  of  other  States  of 
the  Uniont  having  had  under  consideration  the  following  resolutions, 
adopted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  New 


York  on  the  9(h  of  April  last,  and  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  this 
8tate,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  thereof,  to-wit: 

**STATE  OP  NEW  YORK. 

"^Resohedj  as  the  sense  of  this  L^mlature,  That  the  franking  priyilege 
tolerated  bj  the  post  office  law  of  the  United  States,  is  a  monopolj  uo- 
snited  to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  subject  to  enormous  abuses,  and  an  unrea- 
sonable burden  to  the  fewletter  correspondents  that  bear  the  principal 
expense  of  the  establishment,  and  ought  to  be  aboliished. 

^^Resolved^  That  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing  the  burdens  of  corres- 
pondents, increasing  the  revenues  of  the  post  office  establishment,  and  re- 
storinff  the  community,  rich  and  poor,  to  an  equal  participation  in  its  ben- 
efits, letter  postage  ought  to  be  greatly  reduced,  and  the  disparity  be- 
tween the  charge  of  letters  and  other  matters  carried  in  the  mail,  cor-* 
rected. 

*^Resolvedp  That  our  Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  a  reform  in  the 
post  office  laws,  based  on  the  above  views. 

"/JesoZucd,  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  be  respectfully  rcauested 
to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives sf  this  State  in  Congress,  and  also  to  the  Executives  of  our  sister 
States,  with  a  view  to  their  being  laid  before  their  respective  legislativt 
bodies;*' — 

Respectfully  report  the  following  resolutions,  which  they  recommend  for 
adoption: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repesentalives  of  the  State  of  Vermanty 
That  they  do  concur  in  said  resolutions  above  recited,  and  that  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  respectfully  requested  to  use  their 
best.endeavors  to  procure  a  reform  in  the  post  office  laws,  in  conformiQ' 
with  the  above  views. 

Resolved^  That  the  Executive  of  this  State  be  respectfully  requested  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  Congress,  and  also  to  the  Executives 
of  our  sister  States,  with  the  view  to  their  being  laid  before  their  respec- 
tive legislative  bodies. 

P.  STARR,  for  committee. 
In  Senate,  Mvemher  8, 1843. 
Read  and  passed. 

D.  W.  C.  CLARKE,  Secretat^. 
In  House  of  Reprbsentativss, 
Mnember  13, 1842. 
Read  and  passed. 

F.  F.  MERRIL,  Cleri. 
A  troe  copy* 

G.  L.  KNAPP,  AcHng  Secretary  of  State. 


COMMUNICATION 


PRESIDENT  OP  THE  STATE  BANK  OP  ILUNOIS, 

Siaiingtheam(mntqfnUesofiheStaUBankn(nvinposnsii(mofthe  bank. 


DECEMBER  30,  1843. 
JUmd  and  laid  on  the  table. 


State  Bahk  of  Iluhois, 

Springfield,  December  30,  1843. 
To  the  Bon.  the  Spvaeui 

of  the  House  of  Representatioesz 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  following  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representi;- 
tiTes,  viz: 

^^Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  State  Bank  be  requested  to  in- 
form this  House  of  the  amount  of  notes  of  the  State  Bank  and  branches 
now  in  possession  of  said  bank,  including  those  signed  but  not  issued,  as 
well  OS  those  issued  and  not  taken  up^'' 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  there  is  on  hand  at  this  place,  this  morn- 
ing, of  notes  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  the  sum  of  one  million,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  That 
tiiere  was  on  hand  at  all  the  branches,  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  month, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollars,  and  that  there  has  been  received  from  the  branches, 
of  the  above  since  Uie  1st  inst,  the  sum  of  four  thousand,  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-three  dollars. 

Yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  THOMAS  MATHER,  Preriieni. 


LeQM.       \  (IST  Sk88IOW. 


MTESSAaB 

FKOm 

THE   6  0V]^ltl^61l, 

Bndonng  a  commimicaiionf^  ihekie  Gorpernor  Carlin^  on  the  tuifjeci  ^ 
his  negoiialians  in  Stale  bmdi* 


Read  and  refemd  to  tbo  ootnaiUM  on  PubUe  Acbotmt'  cud  iSsijikitftitite . 


.£jJDt'UTlVB  DBPABTHBlfl** 

i^'ng/Ee/cf,  Jctnteory  6y  1843» 
To  ^A^  Senate  am/  House  of  Representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  General  Assembly  a  letter  fh>m 
Governor  Carjuit  containing  information  of  great  importance  concerning 
Us  negotiation  of  State  bonds;  and  in  aocordancie  with  the  sag^e^oa 
l^rein  contained,  I  rei^p^ctAilly  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  ipalte 
Sf>me  proyision  b^  ]^W|  for  getting  up,  tiikinff  an  account  oft  and  desthif- 
ij^g  all  bonds  which  can  be  procareOt  or  which  may  in  any  wise  be  r^ 
turned  to  the  State* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^im.^ 

THOMAS  FORD. 
.P.  S.    ,The  bopds  alluded  to  l»r*^GoTemor  Carlin,  being  101  in  number, 
as  being  in  po^ssion  of  General  Fry,  have  been  by  him  delivered  toma^ 
and  are  now  in  my  possession* 

THOMAS  FORa 


To.fiiiS  EsiCfilencyf  Taoii^B  Foaih  Chmmor  qf  tlUnw. 

Sui:  The/ollowiiig  ^tatfoiment  in  reference  to  St»te  bonds,  was  design 
ad  to  bavcLbeen  coavi^unj<^^  i^  .fP7  ^^  message  to  the  General  As* 
sembly.  but  finding  it  wpuld  extend  tbo  length  of  that  document  be^ 
yond  my  wishes,  a^  knowing  that  nothing  could,  be  lost,  by  delay,  I  cdi^ 
fhaded  to^mak/e  it  in  apeparate  communication*  whichf  however,! 
coifldv  not  do  correctly  in  absence  ojf  the  bonds,  and  was  therefore  com* 
fe^ed  to  postpone  it  until  ^ly  return  from  Springfield.  The  act  of  Feb* 
roary  2^,  1839,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  for  a  loan  for  caMil  pur^ 
p^es,'V  authofi^d  th^  Governor  to  sell  $4,000,000  of  bonds,  beatring  six 
per  cent.  intere8t,p^raUe  annually*    Sterling  bonds  to  that  amount  weM 


iM83  9 

accordingly  executed,  wad  placed  in  the  bands  of  agents  to  be  sold, 
f  1,000,1^  of  whicb  was  sold  by  Governor  Reynolds  to  Thomas  Dunlap, 
president  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  April,  1839;  and  $1,000,000  in 
the  following  October  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  John  Wright 
and  Co.,  of  London  by  Judge  Young,  to  be  sold  by  said  Wrieht  6l  Co.^ 
conditioned,  however,  that  an  equal  amount  of  sterlins  bonds,  ttie  interest 
upon  which  should  be  made  payable  semi-annually,  snould  be  substituted 
for  those  delivered  to  said  Wright  &  Co.;  and  $100,000  was  sold  to  con- 
tractors on  the  canal  in  1839  by  Genetal  Thornton;  also,  $1,000,000  of 
said  bonds  was  sold  in  1840  to  Messrs.  Magniac,  Smith  &  Co.  of  London, 
by  General  Thornton,  conditioned  that  the  said  bonds  should  be  substitu- 
ted  by  the  deliveiy  of  an  equal  amount  of  sterling  bonds,  bearing  semi- 
annual interest.  An  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  amend  the  several  laws  in 
relation  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,''  approved  February  1, 1840, 
amended  the  act  of  February  123,  1839,  so  as  to  authorize  the  sale  of  c^ 
nal  bonds,  the  interest  upon  which  to  be  made  payable  semi-annually. 
Accordingly  $'2,000,000  of  sterling  bonds  were  executed  |1,000,000  of 
which  were  delivered  to  Messrs.  Magniac,  Smith  &  Co.  of  London,  in 
lieu  of  those  previously  placed  in  their  hands  by  Greneral  Thornton;  the 
old  bonds  being  cancelled  on  the  delivery  of  the  new.  In  1841  I  em- 
powered General  Whiteside,  Fund  Commissioner,  to  receive  the  said 
f  1,000,000  of  cancelled  bonds,  and  instructed  him  to  convey  them  to  Illi- 
nois, which  he  advised  me  had  Leea  done,  and  they  are  now  in  the  Fui)d 
Commissioners'  office  at  Springfield. 

The  remaining  $1,000,000  of  bonds  last  executed,  were  designed  to 
substitute  those  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Wri|ht  &  Co.,  and  were  deliv- 
ered to  Judge  Young  for  that  purpose,  but  before  shipping  them  forLon* 
don,  he  ascertained  that  Wrieht  6c  Co.  had  failed,  and  become  bankrupt, 
and  the  new  bonds  were  withheld.  These  bonds  having  been  made  pay- 
able at  the  house  of  Wright  &  Co.,  and  as  they  were  rapidly  depreciating  in 
Talue,  and  could  not  be  disposed  of  at  par;  I  instructed  Judjie  Young  to 
cancel  and  return  them  to  me,  which  he  did,  and  they  are  now  in  my 
possession.  Of  the  first  $4,000,000  sterling  bonds  executed  and  delivered 
to  Agents  to  be  sold  for  canal  purposes,  $900,000  remained  in  their  hands 
undisposed  of  at  the  time  of  the  general  depreciation  of  Illinois  stocks.  I 
therefore  instructed  them  to  cancel  and  return  them  to  me,  which  was 
accordingly  d  me,  and  they  are  likewise  in  my  possession.  In  August, 
1841, 1  ordered  $500,000  of  canal  bonds  to  be  engraven,  to  be  paid  to 
contractors  for  estimates  due  them  for  work  done  on  the  canal.  In  De- 
cember following  $^.)8,000  of  those  bonds  were  executed,  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  canal  commissioneiis  for  that  purpose,  $197^000  of  whidi 
were  paid  to  contractors;  but  their  depreciation  m  the  market  increased 
io  rapidly  that  they  declined  receiving  more  of  them  at  par.  I  therefore 
instructed  the  acting  commissioner  to  cancel  and  return  the  residue,  i.  e. 
$101,000,  to  me.  On  his  arrival  at  Springfield,  at  the  meeting  ol  the  pre- 
ient  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  informed  me  that  no  opportunity  had 
offered  by  which  he  could  send  them  to  me  without  incurring  expense* 
and  he  had  therefore  cancelled  and  broneht  them  to  Springfield,  and  I 
presume  they  are  ^ill  in  his  possession  subject  to  your  order. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  cancelled  bonds,  I  have  in  my  possession 
•even  of  $1,000  each;  these  bonds  were  issued  in  conformity  to  an  act 


S  [SW) 

entitled  *^ An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  of  money,^  approved  March  1, 1839. 
Thej  had  been  sold  on  account  of  the  State  HousCt  but  were  afterwards 
recovered  by  Governor  Reynolds  from  the  mirchasers.  I  have  been  in- 
formed bv  tlie  Fund  Commissioner,  General  W  hiteside,  that  he  bad  also 
recovered  five  bonds  of  f  1,000  each  from  the  same  company;  thus  reduc- 
ing the  debt  on  account  of  the  State  House  to  the  sum  of  $116,000,  as 
f^er  statement  in  my  last  message,  the  original  amount  being  $138,0()0. 
t  is  proper  here  to  remark  that  the'  $500,000  of  bonds  or  500  bonds  of 
$1,000  each,  engraven  in  1841,  were  dollar  bonds,  payable  in  the  United 
States.  This  policy  was  adopted,  notwithstanding  sterling  bonds  were 
on  hand,  with  a  view  to  save  exchauj^e  incident  to  the  payment  of  inters 
est,  and  ultimately  the  redemption  ofthe  bonds  in  Europe. 

As  before  stated  $298,000  or  298  of  those  bonds  were  executed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  contractors  on  the  canal,  and  the  residue  of  the  500  bonds, 
to  wit,  202,  have  not  been  executed,  but  remain  blank,  and  are  now  in  my 
possession.  I  also  have  a  large  amount  of  blank  sterling  bonds  in  my  pos- 
session, which  never  were  counted  by  me.  These  bonds  were  engraven  by 
Messrs.  Rawdon,  Wright  &  Batch  of  New  York,  without  any  authority 
whatever  from  mc  to  do  so,  and  are  sent  to  me  at  the  same  time  with  the 
500  bonds  I  had  ordered  to  be  engraven  as  before  steted.  The  engravers 
accompanied  those  bonds  with  their  bill  of  charges  for  engraving,  be. 
That  part  ofthe  account  which  related  to  the  engraving  which  I  had  au- 
thorized to  be  done,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  canal  fund,  but 
that  part  relating  to  the  sterling  bonds,  amounting  to  some  $450, 1  refus- 
ed to  pay.  A  letter  from  the  engravers,  subsequently  addressed  to  me 
upon  the  subject,  stetes  that  Col.  Wm.  B.  Osden  of  Chicago  had  order- 
ed the  engraving  of  the  sterling  bonds*  alleging  that  they  would  be 
wanting  for  canal  purposes. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  none  of  the  bonds  in  my  possession  have  been 
numbered  or  sold,  except  seven,  which  were  sold  and  recovered  by  Gover- 
nor Re}mokls  as  before  stated. 

I  have  to  request  you  to  lay  this  communication  before  the  Legislature, 
in  order  that  they  may  determine  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  the 
bonds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 


J  X  Imr  Session. 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTa, 


H  reply  to  a  resoluHim  of  the  Hauset  requesting  information  as  to  vAat  coun^ 
ties  have  not  paid  their  full  amount  of  State  revenue. 


JANUARY  6,  1843. 
End  and  Mferred  to  the  oomuiittae  on  Finaiioe* 


Auditor's  Offiob,  Ilurois, 

SpringfieUj  January  6»  1843. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Sfbakbr 

of  the  House  of  Representatives* 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  your  honorable  bodj^  ^'That 
the  Auditor  of  Pifblic  Accounts  inform  tlie  House  what  counties  have  not 
paid  their  full  amount  of  State  revenue,  under  the  old  revenue  system) 
and  what  counties  under  the  present  system,  for  the  years  1839,  1840t 
and  1841 ;  and  whether  suits  have  been  commenced  against  the  collectors 
of  said  defaulting  counties^  with  such  other  information  as  he  might  deem 
important  to  the  House,  touching  the  above  enquiries,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  communicate  a  full  statement  showing  what  counties  have  not  yet 
paid  the  full  amount  of  revenue  under  the  old  system,  what  un,dcr  the 
new  f^stem,  with  the  names  of  the  revenue  collectors  in  default,  and  for 
what  years.  Also,  a  statement  showing  the  amount  due  from  saline 
agents.  The  cases  in  which  suits  have  been  brought,  or  judgments  ob* 
tiuned  are  designated  in  the  statements. 

During  the  past  year  I  took  occasion  to  make  out  and  transmit  accounts 
to  the  several  collectors,  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  suits  against  them, 
and  their  securities.  I  was  strongly  prompted  to  this  by  the  hope  that  the 
&cility  of  paying  in  a  depreciated  currency  would  enable  me  to  bring 
up  the  arrears  ot  the  old  and  new  system  to  1811,  but  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  Attorney  Greneral  was  compelled  by  law  to  perform  all  the  du- 
ties of  a  prosecuting  attorney  on  the  circuit,  I  found  it  utterly  impossible 
for  him  to  attend  to  so  many  intricate  suits,  and  prosecute  jthem  with  any 
degree  of  effect,  and  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  undertaking. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statements,  that  there  is  business  enough 


in  the  Auditor's  office  alone  tp  occap/  the  wliole  time  of  an  able  lawyer 
for  a  year  at  least,  and  in  my  opinion,  the  State  would  gain  by  releasing 
the  Attorney  General  from  discharging  circuit  duties,  and  requiring  him 
to  attend  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  other  general  duties  of  a 
public  natupi. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  shr. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SHIELDS,  Amiiior. 
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Amountdue  frohi  the  collectors  of  old  and  the  present 
revenue  system  •  •  •  •  • 

Amounts  due  from  the  Oallatin  Saline  Agents. 


James  Caldwell      • 
Tyler  D.   Hcwett 
Timothy  puard 
Benjamin  White     • 
J.  Cienshaw 


135,756  19 


|1,303  38 

2,844  29 

1,500  00 

300  00 

400  00 

t64i47S7 
#43,003  76 

Iitwois)  H.  R.  (IStbA^seb. 

RfiPORT       V 


i09  T0B 


COMMITTEE   ON  FINANCE, 


In  canjundi'jn  with  the  Fimanee  commiUee  ef  the  Senate^  on  ilie  condition 
of  the  offices  of  the  4tidttor  and  Treoiurer.  . 


JANUARY  7,  1843. 
R«ad  und  laid  on  the  table. 


Ms.  CiwaMAK,  from  the  committee  on  Finance,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  Finance^who  were  instructed  to  examine  into  the 
present  condition  as  well  as  the  previous  management  of  the  offices  of 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  Treasurer,  in   conjunction  with  the  Fi- 
nance committee  of  the  other  House,  have  made  such  examination,  and  , 
bcff  leave  to  report.  ^ 

Your  committee  find  no  cause  of  complaint  in  the  previous  manage* 
ment  of  either  office,  and  believe  that  the  administration  of  both  officat 
has  been  in  strict  conformity  to  the  existing  law.  But  in  consequence  of 
the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  being  no  longer  used  as  the  deposite  office  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  maneys  of  the  State,  it  will  be  neccssur^  that 
an  entire  change  should  be  made  of  the  present  system  in  practice  m  th^ 
treasury  department. 

Your  committee  would  recommend,  therefore,  that  the  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  together  with  the  Treasurer,  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
House  with  a  plan  regulating  the  further  government  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment in  such  manner  as  the  two  officers  will  act  as  checks  on  each  oth- 
er in  all  business  that  the  Treasurer  is  called  to  act  with  the  Auditor*  Also^ 
to  suggest  what  additional  furniture  will  be  required  for  the  use  of  thi 
office  U)r  the  security  of  the  revenue  that  will  in  future  come  into  and  re- 
n^ain  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  together  with  the  books,  papers,  &c.^ 
belonging  to  said  office. 

Your  committee  during  the  examination  were  made  acquainted  with  a 
fraud  practiced  upon  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  dui'ing  last  summer,  bj 
the  deposite  of  forged  Auditors  warrants  in  said  bank,  to  the  amount  of 
^,301)  2r.    The  comnriittee  would  state  that  they  have  examined  into 
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this  matter,  and  ascertained  the  following  facts/  The  State  Bank  of  lilii^it 
at  that  time  was  the  depoi»itorj  of  all  the  public  money,  and  acting  in  part 
fis  the  treasury  of  the  8tate,   under  the  provisiohs  of  law.     The  money 
or  warrants  which  were  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  had  to  be  deposited  in 
the  State  Bank,  for  which  he  received  from  the  State  Bank  certificates  of 
deposites.    Some  time  last  summer  the  Treasurer,  in  consequence  of  the 
sickness  of  his  wife,  was  prevented  lor  some  time  from  making  the  depos- 
ites in  said  bank  in  person,  and  called  Aipon  Milton  H.  Wash,  a  clerk  in 
the  Auditor's  office,  and  who  had  been  for  a  number  of  years  enjoying 
the  greatest  confidence  of  the  late  and  present  Auditors,  and  of  fair  aitd 
irreproachable  standing  in  the  community,  to  perform  thi^  service  for  him. 
The  said  Wash  promptly  returned  the  certificates  of  deposite  for  all  the 
money  or  warrants  deposited  by  him  in  bank  ;»nd  consequently  every 
thing  appeared  fair  on  the  Treasurer's  books.    The  Auditor,  however, 
observing  more  than  prdinary  extravagance  in  his  style  of  living,  be- 
came apprehensive  that  all  was  not  right,  and  directed  him  to  withdraw 
from  his  office,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Treasurer,  made  a  thorough 
examination.     In  going  through  this  examination,  they  detected  a  forged 
warrant  for  f  1,161,  among  the  files  o!  warrants  returned  by  the  bank  in 
its  quarterly  report;  this  gave  them  a  clue  to  the  whole*  and  they  found 
the  whole  amount  of  money  abstracted  in  goipg  from  the  State  House  to 
the  bank,  and  for  which  said  Wash  had  substituted  warrants  that  were 
forged  to  the  amount  o{  $3,309  27. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  warrants  forged,  all  of  which  except  one 
were  afterwards  destroyed  by  said  Wash. 

Wairant  No.  7143        .       $297  00 

**  6t)37        .         969  27 

«  6^04        .         882  00 

*'  7741        .       J,1(j1  00 


/ 


$3,309  27 


Before,  howeyer,  this  transaction  was  fully  brought  to  light  the  said 
Wash  fled,  and  an  indictment,  as  this  committee  is  informed,  is  now  pend- 
ing against  him  in  the  Sangamon  circuit  court  for  forgery.  The  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  no  blame  can  possibly  attach  to  either  the  Auditor 
or  Treasurer  of  State;  no  human  foresight  or  prudence  could  guard  against, 
an  act  of  base  forgery.  To  intrust  a  man  hitherto  of  the  fairest  standing 
in  community,  and  who  bad  acted  in  various  offices  of  the  State  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  confidential  clerk  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  employ- 
ers, with  the  bare  transportation  of  money,  was  certainly  no  act  on  the 
p^jirt  of  the  Treasurer  deserving  of  blame.  The  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  if  any  liability  attaches,  it  must  rest  on  the  bank,  which  for  a 
valuable  consideration  performed  in  part  the  offic^  of  public  treasurer  for 
the  State;  by  proper  vigilance  on  the  part  of  its  officers  the  forged  war- 
rants micht  have  been  detected,  and  of  course  the  scheme  of  fraud  would 
have  failed.  The  warrant  which  was  not  destroyed  has  been  examine 
by  part  of  the  committee,  and  they  have  found  the  signatures,  upon  com- 
paring them'with  the.hand  writing  of  the  officers,  to  be  a  glaring  forgery. 
Your  committee  think  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  deserve  commendation 
for  the  promptness  with  which  they  acted  when  their  suspicion  became 
aroused,  and  for  their  speedy  interposition  to  prevent  further  fraud.    It 


Pllj 
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is  hoped,  that  br  a  proper  organization  of  At  freasary,  which  will  be- 
come necessafj  DT  dispensing  with  the  use  of  the  bank,  such  checks  maj 
be  provided  as  will  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  human  ingenuity  to  prac- 
tice an?  frand  on  the  departments.  The  Anditor  and  Treasurer  have 
eared  from  tfie  property  of  Wash  an  amount,  whidi,  when  rendered  fully 
avallaUe,  will  nearly  re-imburse  the  bank,  which,  alone,  as  the  depository 
of  the  public  treasure,  .and  upon  legal  principles,  is  liable  for  the  loss  oc- 
caakmed  by  the  forgery. 


i      k. 


Ii.Lmoi8>                                    ILR.  USthAssbm. 

Lmi8>    S  '  (IsfT  Session. 


REPORT 

09  THB 

COMMITTEE     ON    THE    JUDICIARY 
On  ike  peiUion  ^  Afulrcw  Armstrongs  fcr  a  divorce^ 


JANUARY  9,  1843. 
Bead  and  laid  on  table. 


Ms*  LooANy  from  the  conmiittee  oa  the  Jadtciary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  oii  the  Jadtciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pethion  of 
Andrew  Armstronjg,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  to  divorce  him  from  hb 
wife,  report  that  said  petitioner  prays  to  be  divorced  from  his  wife,  because, 
as  he  allegeSfShe  has  committed  adultery  since  the  intermarriage,  and  offer- 
ed  evidence  to  sustain  the  charge. 

Your  committee  entertain  the  opinion  that  marriage  is  a  civil  contract, 
by  which  each  party  incurs  obligations  and  acquires  the  rights  of  husband 
and  wife  respectively,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

That  should  the  Legislature  undertake  to  dissolve  this  contract  or  re* 
lease  the  party,  unless  it  appears  that  the  other  has  violated  the  contract 
on  his  or  her  part,  it  would  impair  the  obligation  of  the  contract  and  so 
violate  ^the  constitution  of  the  United  States  and  this  State.  But  the  pe- 
titioner in  this  case  alleges  that  his  wife  has  so  violated  the  contract  by 
the  act  of  adultery* 

Your  committee  think  that  this  is  a  fact  which  the  legislature  cannot 
properly  enquire  into.    To  determine  whether  she  has  commit<:ed  adulte- 

Xor  not  is  manifestly  a  judicial  act,  and  to  authorize  the  di&«olution  of 
e  contract  of  marriage  for  this  reason  would  be  a  judicial  ^  sentence*, 
and  according  to  our  constitution,  these  powers  can  only  be  dischart^ed  by 
the  judicial  department  of  our  government;  they  therefore  ask  to  be  dis* 
charged  fix>m  tne  further  consideration  of  said  petition. 


iMJjanm}  H.  R.  «'*  ilSniAi 

Lmau.     S  1*,  llarSaaaiQa, 


KBPORT. 

imOV  THX 

PRESIDENT  OP  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL, 
In  Ttply  lo  a  nfciution  of  Ike  House  requesting  certain  informaSum. 


JANUARY  II,  184a. 

Rtad  mod  relerred  t»  th*  ooamlttee  od  Canal  and  Canal  Laadt;  afterwarda  raportad  baok 

with  a  raquaat  to  ba  dlwhargad  from  Ua  further  oonaidaratioB ;  which  waa  f  raotad. 


SpRDfoPiSLD,  January  10, 1843. 
To  ih^  Hon.  Oie  Speakse  • 

of  ike  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  J  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  following  Tesdution  passed 
bjr  the  House  on  yesterday: 

Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives^  That  the  president  of  the 
canal  board  be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  at  as  early  a  period  as 
possible,  the  following  information:  The  whole  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  and  about  the  canal  office  since  he  took  charse  of  the  same,  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  by,  and.  the  compensation  lulowed  to  each  per* 
son  80  employed.'' 

It  is  believed  all  the  information  called  for  by  the  first  and  third  branch^ 
of  the  resolution,  is  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
board,  which  has  already  been  laid  before  the  Legislature,  except  that  the 
names  of  K  B.  Talcott  and  Michael  Ryan  appear  in  the  exhibit  there 
made  of  the  'Mist  of  officers  and  agents  in  the  emplov  of  the  board,**  nei* 
ther  of  which  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  State.  It  may  also  be  proper 
to  state  that  N.  D.  El  wood,  an  assistant  engineer,  has  been  informed  by 
letter  of  this  date  that  his  services  can  be  dispensed  with  hereafter,  and 
that  Wm.  Grooding,  chief  engineer,  A.  3.  Galloway,  assistant,  and  6. 
Keirsted,  rodman,  are  all  the  persons  now  in  the  employ  of  the  State  in 
the  engineer  department. 

The  second  branch  of  the  resolution  is  difficult  if  not  impossible  to 
comply  with.  Officers  engaged  on  the  canal  performed  such  labor  as 
was  required  of  them,  but  the  amount  performed  by  each  cannot  be  ac- 
curately arrived  at  from  any  documents  in  my  possession  or  those  in  the 
canal  office. 

Should  the  report  of  the  Secretary  fail  to  meet  fully  the  object  of  the 
resoidtion,  any  further  information  upon  the  subject  that  can  tie  Stained 
will  be  promptly  and  willingly  furnished.  That  report  was  not  read  in 
tke  House  at  the  time  it  was  submitted,  and  the  printed  copies  have  not 
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been  distributed,  and  consequently  the  members  have  had  no  opportunity 
to  mioke  themselves  acquainted  with  its  contents,  which  will  explain  tnj 
reference  to  it  in  responding  4o  the  resolution.  All  of  which  is  respect* 
submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  vours,  most  respectfully, 

L  N.  MORRlS,  PretU.  of  Gmo/  Board. 


IiUKois)                                    H.  R.  513th  Assbm- 

*^*°"'  S  )  IsT  Sbssioit. 


REPORT 

I 

OP   THB 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIAUY, 

On  the  bill  for  an  act  te  Jix  the  liMlity  of  certain  secvritie$  on  a  bond* 


JA^UARY  M,  1843. 
ReatI  and  laid  on  ihe  table. 


Mr.  KoBRifSR,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  eommittee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  for  an 
met  entitled  **An  act  to  fix  the  liability  of  the  securities  of  J.  Richard 
Sawyer,  on  Kis  official  bond  as  constable  in  and  for  Lee  county ,\'  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  report  as  follows: 

The  said  bill  sets  forth  the  fact  that  said  Sawyer  with  a  number  of  other 
persons  signed  an  official  bond,  but  that  the  number  of  seals  does  not  cor- 
respond with  the  number  of  (»bligors,  and  that  said  seals  are  not  placed 
exactly  opposite  their  respective  names,  and  then  provides  that  notwith- 
standing this  presumed  irregularity  the  obligors  should  be  legally  bound.^ 

Your  coramitee  are  of  opinion  that  no  relief  is  required  in  this  case, 
the  law  making  these  obligors  liable  even  if  there  had  been  but  one  seal 
for  all  of  them,  upon  the  presumption  that,  unless  the  contrary  appears  by 
the  instrument  itself,  the  obligors  who  placed  no  seal  opposite  their  names 
adopted  the  seal  of  any  one  of  ihcm  as  their  own.  If,  however,  relief 
were  actually  needed,  your  committee  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that 
the  Legislature  would  have  no  right  to  grant  it,  it  l>eing  out  of  the  power 
of  any  Jegislative  body  to  fix,  retrospectively,  liabilities  on  any  person,  who 
by  the  law  of  the  land  had  incurred  none;  your  committee  therefore  re- 
commend the  rejection  of  said  bill. 


liAiNOis>  H.  R.  (ISthAssbm. 

LbOM*    S  (  IstSESSION. 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 


Ji  relation  to  the  affoiniment  of  a  Superintendani  of  Common  Sdwohj  Uh 
gether  with  a  report  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  the  same 
subject* 


JANUARY  1],  1843. 
Read  and  laid  oo  the  table. 


Mb.  Bahaaohb,  from  the  Gommittee  on  EdacatioD,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  Education ,  to  which  was  referred  sandrj  petitions 
of  dtiiens  of  this  State,  praying  for  the  appointment  of  A  superintendant 
of  common  schools  in  Iliinois,  respectiuliy  report,  that  thej  have  endeavor- 
ed to  give  the  aforesaid  petitions  all  the  consideration  tlieir  high  impor- 
tance demands.  In  common  with  the  petitioners,  your  committee  bcheve 
that  a  superintendant  of  common  schools,  if  p;*operiy  qualided  by  educa- 
tion, experience,  and  the  practical  knowledge  indispensable  to  the  efficient 
discharge  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  his  office,  would  greatly  facilitate 
the  operation  of  the  common  school  system  within  this  8tate.  By  the. 
introduction  of  the  same  books,  and  of  a  uniform  mode  of  teaching  in 
every  school — a  thorough  examination  of  every  applicant,  and  taking 
special  care  that  none  but  such  as  are  well  qualified  should  be  allowed  to 
exercise  the  responsible  duties  of  a  teacher — ^awakening  the  attention  of 
the  indifferent  and  thougbtless  to  the  high  importance  of  imparting  useful 
instruction  to  their  respective  children  or  wards — ascertaining,  by  personal 
observation,  the  defects  of  our  system,  and  ihc  best  mode  of  removing 
them — collecting  information,  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  m  relation  to 
the  number  of  youths  of  both  sexes  wtio  may  be  destitute  of  the  means 
of  instruction,  and  such  other  facts  as  shall  enable  the  Legislature,  from 
time  to  timd,  so  to  perfect  our  common  school  system  as  to  difTase  its  ben- 
^its  to  t!ie  widest  extent,  at  the  least  possible  expense,  your  committee 
are  fully  persu.ided  that,  on  the  score  ot  economy  alone,  ttic  services  of  a 
superintendant  of  common  schools  would  be  higuly  advantageous  to  the 
8^te,  while  the  benefits  resulting  to  the  rising  generation  irom  the  perfect 
organization  of  all  our  schools  under  the  same  ;fystem,  and  with  competent 
teachers,  would  be  incalculable* 
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But  while  your  committee  are  fully  sensible  of  the  great  importance  of 
the  appointment  of  such  an  officer,  at  a  period  not  far  distant,  a  majority 
of  them  are  neverthe^ss  of  the  opinioRi  thai  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  his  services  may  be  rendered  to  the  best  advantage..  Although  the 
office  of  superintendant  of  common  schools  exists  in  some  of  the  older 
States,  when  filled  by  a  competent  person,  has  been  found  highly  benefi- 
ciaj,  it  seems  to  be  hardly  known,  oven  by  name,  to  a  large  portion  of  our 
population,  as  appears  from  the  fact,  that  no  more  than  two  hundred  and 
sixty-two  persons,  from  nine  different  counties,  have  petitioned  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  an  officer  in  Illinois.  This  circumstance,  together  wiiii 
the  obvious  difficulty,  at  a  moment  when  public  attention  has  been  scarce- 
ly drawi^  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  of  selecting  a  person  well 
qualified  in  aH  respects  to  discharge  the  highly  responsible  trust  of  sapci^ 
intendant,  has  comf^elled  your  committee  to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  appointment  of  this  officer  may  safely  be  deferred  to  a  future  though 
not  distant  period.  They  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolvedj  That  the  committee  on  Education  be  dischai^d  from  the  far^ 
ther  consideration  of  the  various  petitions  praying  for  the  appointment  of 
a  superintendant  of  commoa  schools;. and  that  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  IlUaois  and  of  the  next  Legislature  of  this  State^  he  and  il  hereby  ii 
respectfully  invited  to  this  important  subject. 


MINORITY  REPORT. 

We,  as  a  minority  of  the  committee  on  Education,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  bill  for  *^\n  act  to  prevent  the  school,  college,  and  seminary  fund 
from  being  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  members  of  the  Legislature! 
State  officers,  or  other  State  indebtedness,  and  to  make  an  equi- 
table distribution  thereof  to  the  several  counties  in  the  State,''  beg  leave 
to  report  favorably  on  the  same,  and  recommend  its  passage  for  the  follow- 
ing reasons,  to  wit: 

This  fund  having  been  granted  by  an  ordinance  of  Congress,  to  be  ap- 
propriated  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  for  the  encouragement  of  learn- 
ing, should  not  on  any  occasion  be  diverted  from  its  legitimate  purpose,  or 
be  so  applied  as  not  to  answer,  in  the  most  ample  manner,  the  object  of 
its  being  granted,  or  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended;  but,  as  a  high 
trust  committed  to  us,  it  should  be  so  applied  as  to  afford  the  most  perma- 
nent assuiance  of  the  accomplishment  of  such  object  or  purpose,  and  that 
it  should  also  operate  in  accordance  with  the  general  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Stale,  and  in  view  of  this,  we  consider  that  the  policy  of  usmg 
it  tor  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  government*  and  taxing  the 
people  to  pay  the  interest,  operates  prejudicial  to  the  finanqial  relations  of 
the  government  by  making  from  year  to  year,  in  virtue  of  each  succes- 
sive appropriation  so  made,  an  increase  of  public  debt  and  direct  taxation 
upon  the  people*  We  further  say  on  this  subject,  that  the  State  having 
failed  this  year  to  pay  the  interest,  leaves  us  no  assurance  that  she  will  not 
do  so  again,  and  the  circumstance  warns  us  of  the  impolicy  of  such  acouose 
of  legislation  in   regard  to  that  important  fund;  and  that  in  pursuing  it 
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there  is  danger  of  its  becoming  extinct  as  a  school  fuad»  or  entirelj  ceas- 
ing to  operate  to  the  encoaragemcDt  of  learning,  as' provided  by  the  ordi- 
nance  of  Congress,  in  which  event  we  as  a  government  will  have  abased 
the  trust  committed  to  us  by  the  General  Government,  in  a  misapplication 
of  those  means  which  were  intended  for  the  education  of  the  sons  of  the 
western  pioneers,  whose  intelligence,  with  the  proper  cultivation,  must 
form  a  permanent  basis  for  the  prosperity  and  durability  of  our  govern- 
ment. 

We  now  say,  with  du  deflference  to  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  that  we  believe  that  if  the  principal  fund  should  be  distributed 
among  the  counties  according  to  their  respective  school  population,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  bill,  to  *  be  loaned  to  the  citizens  of  the  counties,  fbr  such 
amount  of  interest  as  the  township  funds  are  loaned  for,  it  would  operate 
more  beneficially  to  the  community  in  consequence  of  the  more  genera! 
circulation  of  the  principal,  while  the  interest,  being  a  higher  per  cent* 
than  is  paid  by  the  State,  would  increase  the  distributive  shares  for  the 

Siyment  of  teachers,  which  would  enhance  the  benefits  intended  by  the 
eneral  Government  to  be  derived  from  it  as  a  means  ^f  education. 
We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  if  the  fund  should  be  so  distributed  and 
loaned  in  small  sums  to  individuals,  it  could  be  made  perfectly  safe  by  ta- 
king personal  security  or  mortgage  on  real  estate,  and  while  its  safetjr  and 
proper  application  might  thus  be  ensured,  it  would  cease  to  make  an  in- 
creasing public  debt,  and  it  would  also  cease  to  make  an  increase  of  direct 
taxation  upon  the  people. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted  in  view  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill,  we,  of  your  committee,  not  presuming  but  that  it  is  susceptiUe 
of  being  amended  and  perfected  by  the  House. 

(Signed)  JOSEPH  FOWLER. 

B.  D.  BROWN. 
WM.  BRINKLEY. 
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REPORT 

ft 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE   PENITENTIARY, 

On  the  svhject  of  the   leasing  of  the  Penitentiary. 


JANUARY  12,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  tho  t^ble. 


Mr.  Hickman,  from  the  committee  on  the  Penitentiarj,  presented^the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  to  whom  was  refbrred  certain  res- 
olutions, beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as  their  report: 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  leasing  of  the  penitentiary  wa$ 
legal,  especially  under  the  circumstances  in  which  the  inspectors  were 
placed;  we  are  of  opinion  chat  the  law  implied  that  privilege,  and  as 
the  last  Legislature  made  no  provision  for  the  snid  institution,  the  in- 
sp^ectors  conceived  it  to  be  their  imperious  duty  to  do  the  best  they 
could  with  said  penitentiary*  And  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Attorney  General  they  leased  the  same  for  the  term  of  three  years  from 
the  10th  of  June,  1842,  for  a  bonus  of  $6,115,  the  only  bonus  that  has 
ever  been  realized  by  the  8tite.  And  that  the  bids,  especially  the  one 
accept^ed  by  the  inspectors,  was  unusual  and  unfair,  by  one  of  the  part- 
ners  in  the  lease  holding  out  inducements  to  other  bidders  that  they 
should  come  iu  as  partners  in  the  lease  if  they  did  not  bid,  and  was  after- 
wards rejected  as  p  irtners.  It  appears  from  the  testimony  before  the 
committee  the  bids  were  as  follows:  The  first  bid  was  for  a  certain  detinito 
sum,  $800  the  first  year,  $1000  the  second,  and  $1200  the  third,  making 
the' sum  of  $3000;  and  if  there  should  be  a  higher  bid«  $l(H)  was  to  be 
added  to  each  bid  until  the  bids  reached  $6,115.  The  other  bid  was 
$10  J  more  than  any  other  responsible  bidder,  which  bids  made  the  sum 
of  $6,115,  which  was  the  bid  accepted  by  the  inspectors. 

Your  committee  have  no  testimony  before  them  that  there  was  any 
higher  bid  than  the  one  accepted  by  the  inspectors.  We  are  likewise  of 
the  opinion  that  it  was  not  let  at  its  intrinsic  value.  There  was  one  wit- 
ness   that  stated  to  the  committee  upon  oath  that  he  would   now  giv« 
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^10,000  for  a  lease  of  three  years,  with  the  privilege  of  working  coi^ 
Ticts  as  uader  former  leases*  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the 
testimony  before  them,  that  there  was  one  company  that  wished  to  lease 
the  penitentiary  who  designed  to  employ  the  labor  of  fifty  convicts  in 
the  manufacturing  of  hemp,  say  bail  rope  and  bagging/  We  would  take 
occasion  here  to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  this  Legislature  the 
propriety  of  changing  the  labor  of  convicts  to  the  manufacture  of  hemp, 
as  it  may  prove  advantageous  to  the  citizens  of  Alton  as  well  as  the8a^ 
counding  country.  We  are  likewise  ot  the  opinion  that  the  convicts  are 
treated  as  the  law  requires,  so  far  as  it  can  be  done  in  their  present  sit- 
uation,  except  that  the  convicts  have  been  taken  outside  the  wall  and 
«ome  times  out  of  thexity  to  perform  labor,  and  at  times  unattended  bj 

Suards,  which  may  be  considered  a  violation  of  law.  We  find  from  evi* 
ence  131  convicts  in  the  penitentiary,  with  only  56  cells,  originally  de- 
signed  for  one  person,  with  now  two  in  each  cell;  upwards  of  20  have  to- 
be  kept  a  cellar  together  at  night.  There  is  likewise  two  female  con- 
victs that  have  to  be  kept  in  the  cxK>k  house  in  the  day  time  and  in  a  teU 
lar  at  night.  We  would  recommend  to  this  Legislature  some  provisions 
to  be  made  for  the  safe  keeping,  health,  and  comfort  of  convicts,  by  ma- 
king such  improvements  as  would  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
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t 
OP  TUB 

SECRETARY   OF  STATE,   AUDITOR,  AND   TREASURERt 


Giving  iheremdi  rf  the  HUkmmU  made  by  them  wi'h  the  SUOe  Hcun  Gom^ 

wiimionem* 


JANUARY  18,  1843. 
Read  and  reftrred  to  the  cortimiiiee  on  PobBo  BoIIdinfs. 


AimttoR's  Ofpicc, 
Springfield^  January  IStb,  lS43t 
TV  the  HtMorabk  the  SncAKBii, 

of  the  House  of  Represeniaiioes: 
Sift:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House,  requ'ring  th« 
Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer,  and  Auditor  to  report  to  this  House  th^ 
malt  of  the  settlement  made  by  them  with  the  late  State  House  comj 
QMseioners,  and  all  other  acts  and  doings  performed  by  them  as  required 
by  the  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Stat# 
House  commissioners,  approved  Feb.  37, 1841,  and  as  required  b}-  thd 
act  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  and  State  Treasurer  to  take  chargK 
^  the  public  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  Feb.  26, 184l« 
we  make  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Treaiurer  of  State,  as  provided  in  the  1st  and  3d  sections  of  thtf 
first  act  above  recited,  took  charge  of  all  the  puUic  property  in  and  about 
the  State  House  and  belonging  thereto,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1841,  an4 
made  out  a  schedule  of  the  same,  which  was  delivered  to  the  State  Hous# 
commissioners  On  the  4th  day  of  May,  1841,  as  provided  for  in  the  sec* 
end  section  of  the  above  act 

We  have  also  to  report  that  the  books,  papers,  and  vouchers  were  d<^ 
Kvered  to  tiie  Auditor  at  the  same  time,  in  .accordance  with  the  4th  se<^ 
tion  of  the  said  act,  and  that  the  Auditor  proceeded  to  audit  the  several 
accounts  that  were  found  to  be  chargeable  to  the  said  commissioners,  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  section,  and  found  that  the  said  commissioneri 
were  justly  chargeable  with  the  several  sums  received  by  them  from  the 
treasury,  and  from  sales  of  materials  belonging  to  the  State  House^ 
amounting  in  all  to  the  sum  of  f  190,904  04* 
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The  Auditor,  aided  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Treasurer,  tlxen  pro- 
ceeded to  make  out  abstracts  of  the  Vouchers  which  were  furnished  to  his 
office  by  the  said  commissioners  and  found  that  the  total  amount  of 
vouchers  which  the  said  commissioners  could  produce,  including  the  sa* 
laries  of  the  said  commissioners^  clerk  and  architect,  timounted  to  the 
turn  of  $l73,3r)6  41,  leaving  a  balance  unaccounted  for  of  $17,637  04. 

It  is  pioper  to  remark,  howevcri  that  it  is  questionable  whether  a  large 
amount  of  the  vouchers  allowed  in  the  abstract  ^are  strictly  legal,  as  un« 
der  the  law  making  an  appropriation  for  the  State  House,  approved  JaD« 
lsftht.1839,  the  State  Hous^  commissioners  were  required  to  deposit  the 
money  in  the  State  Bank,  and  to  check  for  the  same  in  favor  of  the  per- 
sons (o  whom  money  was  due,  which  check  was  intended  to  operate  as  a 
voueher«  A  large  amount  of  the  vouchers  which  have  been  produced 
by  the  commissioners  on  account  of  the  appropriation,  as  provided  in  the 
law  as  above,  were  drawn  on  Mr.  Francis  Webster,  jn,  instead  of  the 
State  Bank,  it  appearing  that  the  commissioners  had  nmde  their  de- 
posits with  the  said  Webster  instead  of  the  bank,  we  have  thought  pro- 
per however  to  allow  to  the  commissioners  a  credit  for  aiJ  the  vouchers 
that  they  could  produce,  believing  that  to  be  ths  intention  of  tlie  law. 

It  is  proper,  also,  that  wc  should  remark  that  of  the  sum  charged  to 
the  comiiiissioners,  the  only  evidt;nce  that  was  had  for  the  correctness  of 
$'7,(^1  79  of  that  sum,  was  taken  from  the  books  of  the  commissicners, 
and  th^t  the  <%vidence  on  which  |[5I2  25  is  charged,  is  taken  from  vari- 
ous individuals  that  appeared  to  have  paid  the  money  to  the  commissionen* 
which  has  never  been  entered  in  the  books  to  the  credit  of  the  State. 

We  would  also  remark  that  il  appears  from  the  day-book,  journal,  and 
ledger  of  the  commissioners  that  there  has  been  a  coosiderable  sum  of 
money  expended  on  the  State  House  for  which  no  vouchers  were  ever 
taken;  and  as  the  books  are  taken  as  evidence  against  the  commissioners 
for  the  sum  of  ;g-7,6Sl  79,  it  might  not  be  unreasonable  that  the  same 
evidence  should  operate  to  iome  extent  in  their  favor.  For  h  general 
()istory  of  the  manner  in  which  the  business  was  conducted  by  the  State 
House  commissioners,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the 
Senate  committee  on  Public  Accounts  and  Expenditures,  made  by  them 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.     (See  Senate  Reports,  page  232.) 

As  the  accounts  were  not  fulty  made  up  until  just  before  thelneeting 
of  the  Legislature,  we  have  not  made  a  report  of  the  result  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  as  contemplated  by  the  act  entitled  ^'An  act  in  relation  to 
the  present  State  House  commissioners,"  approved  Feb.  2Gtb,  1841,  be- 
tieving  that  your  honorable  body  might  wish  to  have  some  action  in  re* 
gard  to  the  suf  ject. 

.  In  relation  to  that  part  of  the  enquiry  which  pertains  to  the  action  had 
f)y  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  State  Treasurer  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duty,  under  the  act  requiring  them  to^take  charge  of  the  public  boild- 
ings,  approved  Feb,  26th,  1841,  we  report  that  during  the  quarter  ending 
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on  the  30th  daj  of  Maj,  1841,  the  amount  of  rooner  drawn  from  the 
Creasarjwas  .....  $3,600  00 

Amount  received  from  sales  was  -  -     499  30 

$2,999  80 

^        expended  during  the  quarter,     -  -  3,401  65 

Balance  on  hand,  -  -  -  -  597  66 

Amount  drawn  from  the  treasury  during  the  2d  quarter  4,000  00 

Received  from  sales        -  -  -  -  602  47 


5,200  13 
Amount  expended  this  quarter  -  -  -  4,753  65 

Balance  on  hand,  ....  447  47 

Am't  received  from  the  treasury  during  8d  quarter  '  500  00 

Received  from  sales        .  «  .  .  1^13  55 


2^61  03 
AnuNint  expended  this  quarter  -  «  3^18  78 

Balance  on  hand  •  *  -  43  39 

Amount  received  from  sales  during  the  year  to 

30th  Nov.,  1843      ....  482  41 


524  70 
Amount  expended  during  the  year  -  -  523  73 

Balance  on  hand  ....  97 


The  original  vouchers,  quarterly  report,  and  accounts  of  sales,  are  all 
deposited  m  the  Auditor's  office,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  and  State 
Treasurer  have  the  Auditor's  certificates  for  the  same,  under  the  seal  of  his 
office,  which  certificates,  together  with  all  the  papers  to  which  they  al- 
lude, as  also  the  abstracts  alluded  to  in'tbe  former  part  of  this  report,  will 
be  furnished  to  your  honorable  body  at  anytime  when  they  may  be  called 
(or. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  SHIELDS, 

Au(L  PtMic  Accounts* 
LYMAN  TRUMBULL, 

Sec.  of  8tate4 
H.  CARPENTER, 

TVeofurer. 


IiiiiiNon)  H  R,  (ISthAssbm. 


COMMUNICATION 

FROM  ' 

A.    G'.    HENRY, 

LATE    STATE  BOUSE    COMMISSIONER- 

On  the  subject  of  kis  accounts  toith  the  State. 


JANUARY  04,  1843. 
Read  «iid  referred  to  the  oommittee  on  PabMo  BalldiiigB  and  Grotmdi. 


To  the  HmoraMe  the  Spkaksb, 

of  the  'House  of  Bepresentatives^ 
^  Sir:  The  undersigned,  one  of  the  commissioners  charged  with  the  erec- 
tion  of  public  buildings  in  Springfield,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  folloiwing 
communicatiod  for  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bod j : 

A  report  has  been  recently  made  to  jour  honorable  body  by  the  Audi- 
tor, Treasurer,  and  Secretary  of  State,  who  were^  by  a  law  of  the  last 
Legislature,  charged  with  the  settlement  of  my  accounts;  and  while  I 
regret  the  necessity  imposed  upon  them  by  the  technicalities  of  the  law, 
of  placing  me  before  the  public  in  the  attitude  of  a  defaulter,  it  affords 
me  pleasure  in  being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  i*nd  fairness 
with  which  they  have  discharged  their  duty.  Had  the  law  clothed  them 
with  discretionaiT  powers,  I  feel  weU  assured  that  I  should  have  been 
spared  the  painful  and  humiliating  position  I  am  now  temporarily  cum^ 
pelted  to  occupy  before  your  honorable  body. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  law  of  1836  and  1837,  providing  for 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  at  Springfield,  that  the  mode  and  manner 
of  the  disbursements  were  left  enturely  discretionary  with  the  eommis* 
lioners.  They,  in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion,  thought  proper  to  rely 
upon  their  book  account,  corroborated  by  the  time-b<K>k,  kept  by  their 
foreman,  as  theirevideuce  of  disbursements;  and  I  would  now  most  res- 
pectfully submit  to  the  common  sense  understanding  of  any  man  to  say 
whether  it  is  not  a  higher  grade  of  voucher  than  would  have  be^h  the 
receipts  of  transient  individuals,  many  of  whom  could  neither  read  or 
write.  In  tius  course  we  were  abundantly  sustained  by  the  Legislature 
of  183S-9,  with  whom  we  then  supposed  we  Imd  effected  a  final  settle- 
ment of  our  accounts  growing  out  of  the  expenditure  of  the  first  appro- 
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priation.  The  Legislature  of  1838,  after  a  long  and  minute  investiga- 
tion of  our  acts  and  doings,  placed  at  our  disposal  a  further  np|>ropria lion 
of  $12^,300,  and  in  accordance  with  our  suggestions,  prescribed  the 
mode  and  manner  of  its  disbursement.  We  adhered  to  the  letter  of  that 
law  as  nearlj  as  the  circumstances  which  surrounded  us  would  permit, 
and  in  the  important  instance  alluded  to  by  the  hoard  of  auditors  of  oar 
departure  from  the  law,  we  had  the  unqualified  sanction  of  the  Executive, 
toi^ether  with  the  silent  acquiescence  of  the  Legislature  at  their  called 
session  of  1839-40. 

After  expending  the  entire  appropriation,  and  incurring  liabilities  to  t 
considerable  amount  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  house  in  a  condition 
to  be  occupied  by  the  Legislature  of  1840-41,  we  made  a  leport  to  the 
Senate  at  an  early  day  asking  an  investigation  of  all  our  acts  and  doings, 
and  a  final  settlement  of  our  accounts.  The  matter  was  referred  to  t 
commitvce,  and  the  first  intimation  we  had  of  an  investigation  having 
been  made,  was  the  promulgation  of  a  long  and  elaborate  repo/t  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Public  Accounts  and  Expenditures,  to 
which  reference  is  made  by  the  board  of  auditors  in  their  report.  Had 
they,  however,  been  acquainted  with  alt  the  facts  in  relation  to  that 
report,  or  even  with  the  details  of  the  report  itself,  I  feel  well  assured 
their  sense  of  justice  would  have  forbid  their  giving  to  it  their  unqualified 
endorsement. 

The  law  of  the  last  session  which  governed  the  action  of  the  board  of 
auditors,  was  apparently  worded  for  the  express  purpose  of  extorting  a 
report  that  should  place  me  before  the  wof Id  as  a  public  defaulter;  but  I 
trust  the  Sequel  will  show  that  it  has  failed  to  accomplish  ita  purpose, 
provided  I  am  furnished  the  opportunity  I  now  anticipate,  of  a  full  and 
fair  investigation  before  a  committee  of  your  honorable  body;  a  commit- 
t'^e  that  will  be  untrammelled  by  the  technicalities  of  law,  and  entirely 
free  from  the  tyranny  of  party  rule. 

The  board,  in  their  settlement  w»th  us,  allow  vouchers  taken  in  con- 
formity with  the  law  of  1838-'39,  to  the  amount  of  $129^99  U7.  They 
allow  receipts  for  disbursements  made  under  the  law  of  WSB-'ST  to  the 
amount  of  .f  37.944  39.  For  amount  paid  salaries  for  which  no  vouchers 
except  book  the  account,  were  produced,  the  sum  of  f  5,471  83,  making 
the  sum  of  $173,356  41. 

I  am  charged  by  the  board  with  the  sum  of  $190,994  04.  Now,  if  to 
the  sum  of  $173,356  41,  for  which  we  have  produced  vouchers  in  accord* 
anre  with  the  law  of  1838-'39,  be  added  our  book  account  vouchers^  before 
alluded  to,  the  account  would  be  nearly  or  quite  balanced,  instead  of  my 
brin^  indebted  to  the  State,  as  appears  from  the  report,  in  the  sum  of 
$17,637  04.  It  Is  important  to  be  borne  in  mind,  in  order  to  a  right  un- 
derstanding of  the  case,  that  almost  the  entire  amount  of  the  reported  de- 
ficiency has  been  produced  by  the  rejection  of  vouchers  which  were  relied 
upon  under  the  law  of  1836-^37,  in  the  disbursement  of  the  first  appro- 
priation. 

In  relation  to  the  item  of  $512  25,  which  the  report  alleges  I  am 
chargeable  with,  and  which  had  not  been  passed  to  the  cremt  of  the 
State  on  oar  books,  I  would  simply  remark,  that  the  sum  of  $262  50  of 
that  amount  was  taken  by  my  colleague  (now  deceased)  in  the  shape  of 
scrap  copper,  in  payment,  as  alleged  by  him,  of  balance  of  salary  due 
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him;  and  is  not  justly  chargeable  to  my  individual  account.  The  further 
sum  of  $60  00  is  for  stone  sold  to  Mr.  Delany  that  was  never  paid  for; 
beside  sundry  other  smaller  sums  that  werj  exchanged  for  material  used 
upon  the  State  House. 

The  undersigned  concurs  most  fully  in  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
board  of  auditors  in  their  report,  viz:  ^that  inasmuch  as  the  books  are 
taken  as  evidence  agair  st  the  commissioners  ior  the  sum  of  $7,(S8l  79,  it 
might  not  be  unreasonable  that  the  same  evidence  should  operate  to  some 
extent  in  their  favor." 

I  doubt  not  your  honorabte  body  will  fee]  disposed  to  extend  toward 
me  all  that  forbearance  and  equity  which  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
my  position  in  their  judgment  may  seem  to  require. 

A.  G.  HENRY. 

January  23, 1843. 


luiHou  >                                 H.  R.  \l2m  Aa^M. 

Lmois.   (  '  .  (IstSession. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

To  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Atiditor^  Treasurer^  and  Secretary  of 
State^  together  with  a  communication  from  A.  G.  Henry^  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  State  House  commissioners. 


FEBRUARY  25, 1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mft.  Sncnnt,  from  the  committee  ou  Public  Buildings  and  Public 
Groonds^  presented  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  of  State  in 
relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  State  House  commissioners,  together  with 
a  communication  from  A.  G.  Henrj,  one  of  said  commissioners,  having 
had  the  same  under  consideration  and  given  to  the  subject  that  attention 
which  its  importance  demands,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report. 

The  committee  are  well  aware  that  the  subject  is  one  of  much  impor* 
tance,  and  one  in  which  the*communitf  at  lar^e,  as  well  as  the  individual 
immediately  interested,  feel  a  deep  Interest;  we  more  so  because  it  has 
been  a  subject  of  legislation  for  the  past  four  years,  and  because  various 
committees  of  this  and  tlie  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  have,  from 
time  to  time,  had  the  same  under  consideration;  and  also,  because  the 
same  has  been  referred  to  the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  of  ^State 
and  no  definite  action  Las  been  had  upon  it,  and  nothing  has  resulted 
from  those  examinations  that  has  had  a  tendency  to  settle  the  matter  and 
preclude  the  necessity  of  further  investigation. 

The  committee  are  not  disposed  {o  impute  to  those  persons  who  have 
heretofore  investigated  the  subject  a  want  of  energy  or  lack  of  disposi* 
tion  to  prosecute  their  labors  and  bring  the  matter  to  a  close,  but  a  want 
of  sufficient  time  to  investigate  a  subject  so  difficult  and  complex  as  this 
has  become,  or  a  want  of  sufficient  discretionary  power  necessary  to  de- 
relope  all  the  facts  and  enable  them  to  decide  upon  the  various  questions 
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which  necessarily  aris3  and  interpose  themselves  as  obstructions  to  their 
progress.  It  would  also  be  vain  to  suppose  that  the  commitjtee^  with  the 
limited  tikne  which  they  are  enabled  to  devote  to  the  subject,  should  come 
to  any  conclusions  more  final  than  those  committees  have  come  to  which 
have  preceded  us.  By  the  elapse  of  time  the  subject  does  not  become 
the  more  simple,  nor  does  the  labor  of  those  who  preceded  us  help  us  but 
little  in  our  investigation.  The  whole  ground  has  again  to  be  gone  over 
that  we  may  discover  where  the  true  source  of  the  difficulty  lies,  and  if 
possible  put  in  a  train  to  be  adjusted.  But  we  are  satisfied  that  were  we 
to  devote  our  whole  time  to  this  subject  exclusively,  until  the  adjourn- 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  it  would  not  be  sufficient 
tQgive  to  it  that  investigation  which  its  importance  demands,  in  order  to 
adjust  it  properly  and  put  the  question  at  rest 

We  will,  therefore,  in  this  report,  confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  the 
more  important  facts  which  have  come  to  our  notice,  and  for  further  in- 
formation respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  last  session  on  the  sub- 
ject, where  it  has  been  so  ably  and  fuily  treated  as  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  referring  to  the  same  subject  again. 

By  an  act  approved  March  3d,  1837,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
was  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  State  House  at  Springfield;  and 
by  an  act  approved  January  12th,  1837,  the  iurvher  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the 
same  object,  to  which  Was  added  by  the  Governor,  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  making  in  the  aggregate  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  eight  hundred  doliars;  the 
most  or  all  of  which  was  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  State  House 
commisjsioners.  To  this  there  is  to  be  added,  for  the  proceeds  of  mate- 
rials sold  by  the  commissioners,  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars  and  four  cents,  making  in  all,  chargeable  to  the 
commissioners,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  dollars  and  four  cents. 

Amount  disbursed  by  commissioners,  as  per  Auditor's,  Treasurer's,  and 
Secretary's  report,  for  which  the  commissioners'  could  produce  vouch- 
ers, including  the  salaries  of  commissioners,  clerk,  and  architect,  the  sunn 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-two 
dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  which,  taken  from  the  amount  chargeable  to 
the  commissioner'*,  viz:  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-four  dollars  and  four  rents,  leaves  a  deficit  of  sixteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 

In  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  of  State,  they 
say  that  it  is  questionable  whether  a  large  amount  of  the  vouchers  al- 
lowed in  the  abstract  *  to  which  they  had  reference  in  making  their  re- 
port," is  strictly  legal,  Us  under  the  law  making  an  appropriation  for  the 
Slate  House,  approved  January  12ih,  1839,  the  Slate  House  commis- 
sioners were  required  todeposito  the  money  in  the  State  Bank,,  and  to 
check  lor  the  same  in  favor  of  the  persons  to  whom  money  was  due» 
which  check  was  intendeJ  to  operate  as  a  voucher.  A  large  amount  of 
the  vouchers  which  have  been  produced  by  ihe  commissioners  on  account 
of  the  appropriation,  as  provided  in  the  law  as  above,  were  drawn  on 
Mr.  Francis   Webster,  jr.,  instead  oi  the  State  Bank.    It  appeals  the  . 
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commbsioners  had  made  their  deposit  with  the  said  Webster  instead  of 
the  State  Bank. 

If  tliis  departure  fpom  the  strict  letter  of  the  law  were  not  necessary 
your  committee  woiUd  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  commissioners 
were  justly  liable  to  censure  for  such  departure,  as  it  was  putting  at  de- 
fianoe  the  checks  which  the  law  had  attempted  to  throw  around  their 
proceedings,  and  assuming  to  themselves  the  same  absolute  control  they 
were  wont  to  exercise  over  the  first  appropriation.  But  if  the  money 
were  actually  expended,  and  as  your  committee  are  advised  there  was 
necessity  for  the  departure,  then  it  is  but  just  to  allow  the  vouchers, 
though  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  law;  though  how  far  the  mo- 
ney  was  actually  expended,  and  how  far  the  absolute  necessity  existed, 
whether  it  was  i^al  or  imaginary,  your  committee,  from  the  facts  that 
have  come  before  them,  are  not  prepared  to  give  a  positive  answer. 

We  would  further  state,  that  in  the  report  of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer, 
and  Secretary,  they  have  not  felt  themselves  authorized  to  audit  and  ac- 
cept any  accounts  of  the  commissioners  except  those  that  they  could  pro- 
duce vouchers  for* 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3d,  1837,  there  was  no  mode  of  dis- 
^rsement  prescribed;    the  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  law, 
the  money  put    into  their  hands,  and    they  left  to  disburse    it  without 
check  or  restraint,  and  it  should  not  be  matter  of  surprise  if  deficit  or  de- 
laloation  should  occur  under  a  law  so  loose  and  vague,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  world  had  gone  mad  in  speculation,  when  our  most  discreet 
and  cautious  men  were  wont  to  lay  aside  the  day<>book  and  ledger  and 
hazard  all  upon  the  sudden  caprice  of  the  moment.     With  a  disposition, 
however,  to  do  the  commissioners  justice  we  would  say  that  under  this 
law  they  were  left  at  their  discretion  to   adopt.such  mode  of  keeping 
their  accounts  as  prudence  might  suggest,  without  the  possibility  of  fu- 
ture Legislatures  saying  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  whether  it  was 
a  departure  from  or  in  accordance  with  the  law,  as  the  law  on  that  sub- 
ject was  silent.   They,  therefore,  with  this  unlimited  power  in  their  hands, 
did  not  adopt  that  plan  which  more  naturally  would  have  suggested  itself 
when  economy  and  strict  accountability  were  to  be  expected,  that  is,  of 
receipts  or  vouchers  for  money  expended,  showing  the  titne  when  and  for 
what  purpose  expended.    Instead  of  this  they  substituted  the  time-book 
of  the  foreman  on  the  yard,  which  showed  only  the  time  of  a  particular 
individual  employed,  without  designating  the  kind  of  employment;  upon 
an  abstract  or  certificate  from  this  book  by  the  foreman  the  money  was 
paid  out  upon  presentation  to  the  treasurer  of  the  board  of  commission- 
ers, and  an  entry  made.    This,  loose  and  vague  as  it  is,  we   would  not 
hesitate  to  allow  so  far  as  the  time-book  corresponds  with  the  entry,  be- 
lieving that  a  large  amount  was  hpnestly  paid  out  in  this  way;  but  what 
that  amount  is  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  nor  can  it  be  ascertained 
but  by  the  most  laborious  and  careful   examination.     And  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  this  examination,  which  we  deem  to  be  very  necessary 
and  important,  in  order  to  effect  a  fair  and  final  settlement  between  the 
commissioners  and  the  State,  we  know  of  no  way  better  calculated  to  ef- 
fect it  than  t>y  the  appointment  of  commissioners  with  ample  discietionary 
power  to  audit  and  settle  all  of  tlie  accounts  of  said  commissioners  with- 
ooi  being  bound  down  by  the  techaioalities  of  the  law,  which  we  regard 
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as  being  nearly  as  loose  and  vague  as  the  manner  of  doing  business  bj 
the  commissioners. 

The  attention  of  jour  committee  was  neit  directed  to  the  subject  of 
the  per  diem  or  salarjr  of  the  commissioners.  But  as  this  subject  was 
fuJIv  and  ably  discussed  by  the  Senate  committee  on  Finance  in  tbear 
rep6rt  made  to  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  (Senate  Reports,  page 
233)  we  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to  reiterate  what  was  then  said,  bat 
would  say  that  wo  fully  concur  with  that  comn:ittee  in  their  report  on  the 
subject  We  cannot,  however,  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  to  create  officers  with  a  fixed  per  diem  al- 
lowance, with  the  intention  of  allowing  them  that  per  diem  whether  io 
the  service  of  the  State  or  not*  And  in  coming  to  this  conclusion  we  are 
not  wholly  without  precedent,  nor  are  we  alone  in  entertaining  this  opin- 
ion. It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  State  House  commissioners  made 
,  to  the  last  Legislature,  also,  by  a  resolution  on  record  in  a  book  kept  bj 
.  the  commissioners,  in  which  they  recorded  their  transactions,  that  a  ma* 
jority  of  the  commissioners  entertained  this  opinion,  when  they  declared 
^that  Archibald  Job,  one  of  the  commissioners,  had  received  full  and  am* 
pie  compensation  for  the  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  State,  although  ^ 
that  compensation  was  not  equivalent  to  the  regular  per  dieoi  of  three 
dollars  from  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

In  this  instance  the  commissioners,  or  a  oMijority  of  them,  we  are  bap* 
py  to  say,  have  taken  the  right  view  of  the  case,  and  have  manifested  a 
.willingness  at  htast  of  becoming  the  conservators  of  the  interests  of 'the 
vState  by  guarding  against  the  useless  expenditure  of  money  when  no  ad* 
•equate  service  was  rendered  therefor.  Had  the  commissioners  adhered 
to  a  policy  so  salutary  as  this^  instead  of  the  censures  which  have  front 
time  to  time  been  cast  uppn  them,  they  would  be  entitled  to  the  h^hest 

traisjB  and  commendations  of  a  grateful  people.  But  if  in  this  it  should 
e  discovered  that  they  have  been  governed  by  a  disposition  not  to  de 
justice  between  man  and  man,  or  between  man  and  the  State;  that  the 
protection  of  the  best  interests  of  the  State  was  not  their  highest  and 

Srincipal  consideration;  that  they  had  adopted  a  policy  with  respect  to 
f  r.  Job  which  they  Were  not  disposed  to  adhere  to  or  make  applicable 
to  themselves,  how  nbuch  more  would  they  be  entitled  to  the  censure  aad 
condemnation  of  an  insulted  community.  That  this  is  the  case,  or  that 
they  have  been  the  most  devoted  and  industrious  of  public  servants  ever 
in  the  employ  of  the  State,  must  be  admitted ;  as  there  is,  so  far  as  we  ars 
enabled  to  learn,  no  vacuum,  no  cessation  of  pay  in  their  per  diem  allow* 
ance  from  the^State,  from  the  time  of  the  approval  of  the  law  creating  said 
offices  until  the  offices  ceased  to  exist  by  law,  Sundays  included. 

We  have  been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  from  the  fact  that  Mr* 
Job  has  presented  to  your  committee  ai^  account,  in  which  he  claims  tbt 
sum  of  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars,  as  salary  for  services  rea* 
dered  the  State  over  and  above  what  he  has  heretof(»re  received.  A  poi^ 
^on  of  the  time  for  which  this  sum  is  claimed  your  committee  are  satis*^ 
fied  that  said  Job  was  employed  in  the  discbaige  of  the  duties  of  bis  officsr 
though  his  office  had  long  ceased  to  exist  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority 
of  the  board — they  by  resolution  recorded  in  the  book  of  their  proceediogSf 
having  declared  his  further  assistance  and  deliberations  as  a  member  of 
the  board  unnecessary,  and  having  ceased  to  recognise  him  as  a  conma**' 
aioner.    Still  bis  oath  and  bis  bonds  were  obligations  still  hanging  over 
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him;  and^  though  not  recogaized  as  a  commissiooer  Hy  his  fellow^  commi^*- 
aioners,  he  was  recogaized  by  the  laws  and  by  the  State,  and  if  the. 
other  commissioners  should  be  allowed  the  sum  which  they  in  their  dis- 
cretioD  have  seen  fit  to  award  to  themselves,  we  see  no  sufficient  reason 
why  th€f  same  fiberality  should  not  be  extended  to  Mr.  Job,  and  he  al- 
lowed his  claims.  But  we  would  remark  that  your  committee  are  fully, 
satisfied  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  law  to  allow  those  commis-, 
siooers  compensation  for  any  time  when  not  in  the  discharge  of  their 
G^ial  duties,  and  that  to  allow  it  would  be  setting  a  precedent  both  dan- 
gerous and  uncalled  for. 

We  would  further  remark  that  if,  upon  a  final  settlement,  the  commii^ 
stoners  should  be  found  in  arrears  to  the  State,  we  would  be  willing  to  ex- 
tena  to  them  that  indulgence  which  has  heretofore  been  extended  to, 
others  in  similar  situations,  viz:  of  p3rmitting  their  securities  to  liquidate 
said  indebtedness  by  paying  State  bonds,  State  scrip,  Auditor's  warrants, 
d&c.  Not  (hat  we  recognize  the  principle,  but  that  we  believe  this  to  be 
an  extreme  casej  and  if  any  deficit  should  occur  it  has  not  been  occa- 
sioned with  an  intention  to  defraud  the  State,  nor  to  enrich  themselves, 
or  advance  their  own  individual  Interests. 

But  while  we  recommend  this  course  we  would  take  occasion  to  say 
that  we  believed  precedents  of  this  kind  to  be  the  most  dangerous  that 
can.  be  adopted  by  States  in  their  sovereign  capacity.  To  them  it  should 
be  the  pride  of  individuals  to  look  for  examples  of  virtue  and  disinter- 
ested patriotism;  and  it  should  equally  be  the  pnde  and  disposition  of 
States  when  they  enact  laws  of  the  most  rigorous  kinds  for  the  purpose  o( 
keeping  the  minor  officers,  when  acting  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  within  the 
path  of  rectitude,  enforcing  them  in  the  most  positive  manner,  and  re^ 
quiring  of  them  the  most  strict  accountability,  to  exact  the  same  ac» 
countability  from  those  whose  stations  are  more  elevated,  and  to  v^hom 
greater  trusts  are  confided.  But  such,  to  our  shame  be  it  said,  has  not 
been  the  policy  adopted  by  this  and  many  other  States.  While  he  to 
whom  the  smaller  trusts  are  confided,  who,  though  he  may  previously 
have  maintained  a  character  for  rectitude  and  honesty,  should  he  em- 
bezzle or  be  found  in  arrears  for  a  few  paltry  dollars  which  have  been 
trusted  to  his  charge,  is  branded  with  the  name  of  villain  and  incarcer^ 
ted  within  the  gloomy  cells  of  a  prison  as  a  punishment  justly  merited  for 
his  perfidy;  while  those  whose  grasping  minds  have  enabled  them  to  be- 
come more  distinguished,  and  to  embezzle  their  thousands,  instead  of  the 
punishment  and  disgrace  that  is  inflicted  upon  the  more  humble  and  un- 
fortunate individual— unfortunate  because  he  soughtnot  honor  and  distinc- 
tion by  the  extent  of  his  capacity,  has  been  too  frequently  rewarded  by 
political  preferment  and  legislative  indulgence. 

That  this  is  too  often  true  cannot  be  denied.  That  it  is  fraught  with 
consequences  the  most  pernicious  and  dangerous  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  State  and  community ,  destroying  confidence  in  the  government,  and 
and  bringing  it  into  disre|>ute,  is  also  but  too  true.  That  it  has  a  tendency 
to  encourage  and  beget  prodigality  and  faithlessness  on  the  part  of  the 
public  servants,  by  holding  out  to  them  the  same  hope  that  they  may  ex- 
pect indulgence  and|favor,  is  equally  true. 

U  it  then  wisdom?  Is  it  expedient?  Is  it  the  dictates  of  a  sound  policy 
to  pursue  this  course?  Or  would  it  not  be  more  wise,  more  expedient 
29 
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more  in  acrordance  with  the  dictates  of  souDd  policy  and  justice  to  adopt 
tfie  same  policy  towards  the  greater  delinquents  that  is  adopted  towards 
the  less — to  adhere  to  it  with  the  same  pertinacity — to  exact  the  same 
accountability,  and  inflict  the  same  rigors  of  the  law?  If  this  were  the 
case,  the  cry  of  faithlessness  which  has  too  long  branded  our  public  offi- 
cers  would  cease;  the  sessions  of  our  Legislature  would  no  longer  be  pro* 
tracted  by  the  examination  of  lengthy  accounts,  nor  a  deficit  be  found 
the  result;  but  accounts  would  be  kept  as  though  an  accountability  was 
expected,  consequently  they  would  be  forthcoming  when  called  for,  and 
easily  understood.  We  have  only  to  regret  that  this  report  is  not  as  full 
as  we  could  wish^  but  such  facts  as  have  come  to  our  knowledge  have  been 
introduced  in  it,  and  such  matters  as  have  suggested  themselves  to  your 
committee  have  been  freely  discussed.  All  of  which  is  most  respecauUy 
submitted,  accompanied  by  bill. 


IlunoiO                  '                H**R.  (ISthAssw. 

\mx^   5  jlar  Session. 


MESSAGE 


FROM 


THE  GOVERNOR.* 


Enclodng  an  addUionai  report  of  the  agents  of  the  State^  appointed  to  ne- 
lect  lands  under  the  distrioution  law* 


JANUART  91, 184& 
ImuI  and  laid  on  the  taUe. 


ifXBCUTITB  DsPARTmNTt 

SpringJUldj  January  Sl^  1843. 
To  the  House  of  RqntsenkUivesi 

I  have  the  hoDor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  the  foU 
lowitig  report  of  lands  selected  by  the  agents  of  this  State  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  19th»  1842,  entitled 
^n  act  to  authorize  the  Governors  of  Illinois*  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  to 
cause  to  be  selected  the  lands  therein  mentioned  ^''  being  a  part  of  the 
lands  granted  to  the  State  of  Illinois  by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
September  I4th,  I84I,  entitled  '^an  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre-emption  riehts;^'  and  which 
report  is  in  addition  to  the  one  communicated  to  the  Iiouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  my  predecessor  at  the  commencement  of  the  session* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be»  dec*, 

THOMAS  FORD. 
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Sunoel  W.  Rogers  assisted  in  this  above  selections  from  township  19 
nortb,  range  2,  east  of  the  4th  principal  meridian,  to  township  22  north, 
range  9,  east  4th  priofpipal  meridian,  inclosive;  then  left  off  and  Ninian 
C  Whiteside  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  fill  said  Tacaacy,  who  , 
ooK>perated  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  selecticms. 

JACOB  JUDY,  i 

WILLIAM  H.  CARLIN,       f  «.  .  ^     . 
SAMUEL  W.  ROGERS,       i  ^^  •*^*^* 
NINIAN  E.  WHITESIDE.    ) 
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LETTER 

TO 

THE  GOVERNOR, 

ENCLOSING  THE  FOREGOING  REPORT. 


7o  His  Excellency^  Thomas  Ihrd^  Oovemor  of  Illinois: 

Dr.  Sot:  Theforegoingreportshayebeen  delayed  until  the  present,  oo 

the  account  of  the  loss  of  the  notes  and  papers  of  the  selections,  wiucb 

were  not  recorded  until  a  few  days  since.    I  hope  the  State  has  sustained 

no  material  injury  or  your  mind  much  disturoed  in  con^uence  thereof* 

Very  respectfdlly, 

Your  obedient  servant,  

J.  JUDT. 


Iluitois)  H.R.  '  ( 13th.  As8bm* 

LsGit.    5  i  Ist.  Sessioic*   ^ 


,       MINORITY   REPORT 

OF  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  AGRICULTURE  AND  MANUFACTURES, 

On  the  tubjtcl  of  shooting  deer* 


JANUARY  21,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  od  the  table. 


Mr.  Thompson,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  Agriculture 
and  Manufactures,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  minority  oX  the  committee  on  Agriculture  and  Manufactures,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  certain  citizens  of  JMcHenry  county, 
beg  leave  to  present  the  following  report: 

After  the  most  mature  deliberation  the  minority  cannot  perceive  any 
just  grounds  why  the  law  should  now  interpose  any  hindrance  to  the  de- 
struction of  all  our  useless  wild  animals. 

Our  young  and  thriving  State  has  hitherto  permitted  any  of  her  sons 
to  pursue  the  road  to  happiness  unmolested;  but  it  seems  a  new  era  is 
about  to  commence  if  we  are  to  give  ear  to  the  biddings  of  the  aristo- 
cratic few  who  yet  linger  in  some  parts  of  these  United  States,  and  who 
have  recea^tly  sought  refuge  in  McHenry  county.  The  undersigned 
would  take  occasion  to  enter  his  most  solemn  and  deliberate  protest 
against  the  startling  proposition  of  engrafting  .upon  the  statute  book  of 
freemen,  the  stale  and  obsolete  enactments  of  the  crowned  heads  and 
privileged  orders  of  Europe. 

Again:  the  umlcrsigned  would  urge  that  the  free  and  untrammeled 
fiberty  which  we,  and  our  fathers  befoite  us,  have  enjoyed  of  taking  our 
gun  and  dog  and  whiling  away  a  few  leisure  hours  at  any  time  of  the 
year,  ^no  man  daring  to  make  us  afraid,"  is  now,  some  smister  change 
having  come  over  the  spirit  of  the  dream  of  honorable  members,  about 
to  be  wrested  from  us.  The  liberties  so  long  enjoyed  by  us  and  our  an- 
cestors should  not  be  tamely  surrendered  without  a  last  and  desperate 
effort  The  older  pares  of  the  State  begin  to  feel  the  stem  necessity  of 
some  speedy  and  e£(jsctaal  method  of  extermination  in  consequence  of 
,  the  rapid  growth  of  timber  in  our  soil,  which  affords  to  those  wasteful 
and  destroying  animals  a  secure  lurking  place.    This  annoyance  is  so 
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great,  that  instead  of  four  months  being  secured  to  them  by  legislative 
enactment  in  which  to  have  their  gambols  free  from  the  hunter'^s  aim,  it 
would  be  better  that  our  statute  bopk  ^ould  place  (hem  upon  the  same 
footing  with  the  canine  species,  and  war  to  the  handle  be  loudly  pro- 
claimed whenever  our  whe&t  and  cornfields  are  infested  by  them,  which 
is  more  frequently  in  the  months  which  it  has  pleased  the  majority  to  set 
apart  for  their  especial  benefit  and  propagation. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  would  protest  against  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners.  Because,  in  bis  bumble  view,  the  Gonstitatioii  of 
this  State — the  magna  charta  of  our  liberties,  would  thereby  be  violated. 
For,  while  that  inestimable  instrument  guaranties  to  all  the  enjoyment 
of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  without  regard  to  time  or 
season  of  the  year,  the  passage  of  the  bill  asked  for  by  them  would  vir- 
tually deprive  many  of  our  estimable  and  praiseworthy  citizens  of  what, 
to  them,  is  not  only  the  greatest  enjoyment  of  life,  but  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  four  months  in  each  and  every  year  of  their  lives,  to  wit:  the 
free  privilege  of  slaughtering,  wounding,  and  killing  those  useless  ani- 
mals called  deer.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

AMOS  THOMPSON. 


It.i.iNoii  )  If.  F.  5l3th  AubJ 

REPdRT  ' 

OF  THIt 

COMMITTEE    OF    CONFERENCE, 


tfpipn  the  (fi9ogreeing  voies  of  the  two  Houses  on  tfie  House  bill  to  dimim^ 
ish  the  iitale  debt,  and  jnU  the  State  Bank  into  liquidation. 


JANUART  31, 1843. 
R9«J  anU  l«id  oo  the  (nbk. 


Itf E«  McCiARVAlKS  (rom  the  joioit  soleiet  coooo^ittee  appointod  od  tht 
•ubject,  made  Uie  followipg 

REPORT: 

The  comfnitt/*e  of  cooifereDee  ap{H>inted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou9f 
upMO.Q  tbcir  di^gre^it)g  votes  upon  certain  a9iendiiu;ni9  to  the  House  bi|| 
lor >« An  act  to  diinlHbh  the  HtvAQ  debt  and  ta)ptifc  the  iState  Bank  into  Ik 
<||tidatian,''  hav0  had  the  matters  of  difference  t>etw)eea  libe  two  Houaip 
voder  considertiiioRy  aad  respectAillj  submit  the  foUowing  report: 

The  cofiumttee  deepljr  regret  that  a  coafliA:t  of  optoioos  between  th# 
tjpro  Hoinses  have  oaused  a  oeeesaity  (or  their  appointmeot*^ 

The  oatore  aAd  unfrequenojTy  as  well  aft  the  importance  of  the  preseq| 
•ooarronce,  allcootribiAte  to  impose  upon  them  a  task  of  great  delicac|r 
nod  respooaibility*  Impressed,  however,  with  the  belief. that  the  t^^ 
Houses  desire  a  reconriiiation}  tlmt  such  reconcaliation  is  imports^  ^ 
Ihe  interests  of  the  iStiiief  and  that  thejf  will  extend  ^iWiJling  ear  to  tht 
G^unoiLi  of  the  comcaitiee,  thi^y  lieve  sought  to  overi^me  t^sc  embar- 
rassments and  to  at^hiin  success  bjr  pieesiiig  forward  in  the  honest  di9« 
ebarge  of  their  duty. 

In  contstdering  the  subject  with  which  Ihiey  are  charged*  4hey  hava 
ascertained  the  difference  between  the  Staate  and  Hou6e  to  consitt^^ 
four  aineiidinents  made  by  the  ^>ena(e  to  the  House  bill. 

The  first  of  which  extends  the  provisions  of  the  8th  section  of  the  l^iQ 
aod  prohibits  the  bank  Ironi  receiving  more  than  six  per  cent,  in.teresft 
upon  the  debts  due  at,-  irrespective  oi  the  rate  of  interest  agreed  upo« 
b|rthe  contracting  parties. 

The  second  ef  which  is  an.  extension  of  the  first,  and  s triki^a  i|ul  tbf 
fiialpiavMOof  the.same  aectionyby  whicn.it  it  declared  ibml  "^Ah^^agr^^ 
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mcnts  of  th^bank  and  its  debtors  in  relation  to  (he  renewal  of  notes  and 
rates  of  interest  shall  not  be  changed  except  with  the  conaent  of  the 
parties." 

The  third  of  which  extends  the  provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  the 
bill  and  requires*  of  the  bank,  notwithstanding  ils  present  purchase  of  the 
stock  of  the  State,  that  it  shall,  upon  the  final  settlement  of  ils  aflmri 
transfck'  to  the  State  an  amount  of  its  profits  equal  to  what  the  State 
would  be^eiatitled  tom  case  she  had  not  sold  out  to  the  bank.. 

And  the  last  consists  of  a  supplemental  section  added  to  the  bill,  bj 
which  the  certificates,  to  btf  issued  by  the  bank  for  balances^  are  made  to 
draw  six  per  cenu  interest* 

From  the  examination  made  into  the  first  amendment,  the  committee 
feel  themselves  constrained  to  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  constitution.  The  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  as  it  originallj  stood, 
contemplated  the  consent  of  the  bank  to  the  bill  if  it  should  become  a 
law.  In  fact,  as  the  comnrntlee  are  informed  from  credible  authorit)',  the 
terms  of  the  original  bill  w^re  drawn  in  strict  conformity  with  a  prcfi* 
ous  arrangement  made  by  the  Governor,'Auditor,  and  Fund  (!)ommi«6ioQ- 
er  with  the  bank,  and  were  embodied  in  it  with  a  view  to  carry  lhea^ 
rangement  into  effect.  No  constitutional  objection  therefore  could  arise 
in  relation  to  its  "provisions,  because  they  were  the  result  of  cooseot. 
But  this  section  has  been  amended  by  the  joint  action  of  both  Houses^ 
mod  the  clause  contemplating  the  consent  of  the  bank  is  stricken  out 
The  bill  is  now  mandatory  on  the  bank,  and,  tn  case  it  should  become  a 
law,  would  stand  upon  the  same  absolute  foundation  of  other  legidatife 
acts.  It  supposes  a  self-executing  power,  but  without  possessing  it.  2^ 
far,  therefore,  as  tlxe  provisions  of  the  bill  are  calculated  to  ailect  cod- 
tracts,  they  must  be  made  in  conformity  with  the  limitations  imposed  bj 
the  Constitution  upon  the  legislative  authority.  A  brief  view  will  suA 
Ice,  lit  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  demonstrate  the  correctness  of 
tho  position  assumed.  They  consider  it  unconstitutional,  bee  ause  it  prt»> 
poses  to  change  contracts  entered  into  between  the  bank  and  its  debton 
Without  the  consent  of  the  parties;  exempting  the  debtor  in  many  cases 
from  the  payment^  moi^e  th«in  six  per  cent  interest  when  be  has  coo* 
tracted  to  pay  more,  and  by  prohibiting  the  bank  from  taking  more, 
when  hy  contract  it  is  entiti*  d  to  more.  This  wotiM  he  the  cflfect  of  the 
am*  ndmont  if  it  did  not  prove  nugatory.  8uch  aneifect,  it  is  clear, 
^ould  foe  in  direet  coitfiict  witlv  the  l()th  section  of  the  firsl  article  of  the 
Fedf  ral  ccmsiitution,  which  declares  that  no  8tate  shall  pans  any  ex  pod 
facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contiact,  and  the  lUih  sec- 
tion of  the  8tK  article  of  the  constitution  of  this  State,  which  declares 
that  no  €x  post  fado  law,  or  law  impairing  the  validity  of  contntcts,  shall 
^ver  be  made.  The  amendment  is  also  considered  objectionable  upoo 
another  ground,  if  it  be  proper  to  assign  anji  other. 

In  many  rases  it  would  suit  the  interests  and  convenience  of  debton 
iopny  a  higher  rate  of  inteiest  as  a  consideration  (or  a  correspondtn|riD* 
iulgence  as  to  the  tim4?  of  payment.  As  for  example,  it  would  be  IcH 
e^)Vprc$sive  to  many  of  the  debtors  of  the  bank  to  pay  ten  per  ct^nt  in* 
tcrcst  upon  two  years  time  than  six  per  rcnt«  upon  four  months  dme> 
Yet  \\i\h  convenience  and  advantage  would  be  best  to  the  <iebtor  il*  tliii 
attvenddieiit  should  be  adopted.    Tbe  iioute  biU  having  a  view  to  Ifaest 
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eonsiderftifon^,  expressly  declared  that  the  rates  ofinterest  and  the  terms 
of  the  renewal  of  the  indebtedness  to  the  bank  should  not  be  changed 
except  with  the  consent  of  both  the  contracting  parties. 

Altier  a  deliberate  and  careful  exanDination  of  this  branch  of  the  en* 
quiry,  the  comnniUee  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  amendmenU 
in  its  present  form,  even  as  a  question  of  expediency,  is  one  of  doubtful 
policy,  and  as^coDtempiating  a  result  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  coif- 
stitution,  which  we  are  sworn  to  support  and  preserve,  is  both  indispensa- 
ble and  impracticable. 

The  first  amendment  being  disposed  of  the  second  is  also,  as  it  stands 
upon  the  same  footing  of  reason  and  propriety.  The  provision  of  the 
original  bill  upon  which  it  acts  is  the  exact  reverse  of  the  amendment 
dispensed  of.  The  third  amendment  is  also  liable,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  to  several  weighty  objections,  some  of  which  they  have  here 
briefly  submitted.  ; 

By* reference  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  bill  it  will  be  seen  that  th^ 
hank  is  required,  within  five  days  after  the  passage  of  the  bill*  to  pay  over 
to  the  State  an  amount  of  its  liabilities  equal  lo  2,050,000  dollars^  and  the 
Oorernor  IS  required  thereupon  to  assign  to  the  bank  a  corresponding 
amount  of  the  stock  held  by  the  State  in  the  bank.     By  this  operation  the 

Krivate  stockholders  become  the  proprietors  of  all  of  the  ^tock  of  the 
ank  except  a  residue  of  50,000  dollars,  retained  by  the  State  for  the  pur- 
poses of  liquidation,^  and  the  assets  of  the  bank  are  shared  between  the 
State  and  the  privafe  stockholders  in  the  same  proportions.  The  amend? 
ment  under  consideration  requires  that  any  profits  which  n^ay  be  found 
upon  the  final  settlement  of  the  aflfairs  of  the  bank,  shall  be  divided  be- 
tween the  State  and  the  private  stockholders,  ^according  to  the  relative 
amounts  of  stock  now  held  by  them;  in  other  words,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  they  would  be  if  the  State  had  not  sold  to  the  bank  any  part  of 
her  stock. 

The  two  provisions  are  inconsistent  witlt  each  other,  and  cannot  be 
carried  into  effect  without  producing  a  contradiction  of  things;  (or  it  is 
impossible  for  the  State  and  the  bank  both  to  exercise  an  exclusive  ownr 
ership  of  the  same  stock,  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Yet  such  would  be 
the  result  under  the  different  provisions.  The  bank  in  one  case  is  to  bold 
by  purchase  and  assignment  the  stock  of  the  State,  and  in  the  other  the 
State  is  to  hold  the  same  stock  as  a  quasi  stockholder,  for  the  purpose  of 
dividing  th^  profits  of  the  bank.  .       ,  ^ 

If  it  is  supposed  however  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  amendment  to 
secure  to  the  State  a  dividend  of  the  profits  of  the  bai^k  before  finai  set- 
tlement, as  a  consideration  for  the  previous  use  of  the  ^Lock  ^plcl  by  the 
State  to  the  bank,  ft  may  be  answered  that  the  object  will  not  be  attain- 
ed unless  it  is  contended  that  the  bank  shall  pfiyn  double  dividend 
upon  the  amount  of  ptock  acquired  of  the  State;  a  dividend  to  the  baok 
as  the  purchaser  and  holder  of  the  stock,  and  to  the  Slate  as  a  stockhold- 
er **in  fiction  of  law."  The  effect  of  which  would  Ipd  to  require  of  the 
I  bank  the  payment  of  dividends  upon  $2,050,000  more  than  its  capital 
stock — that  is,  upon  $5,687,5'J0,  instead  of  $3,637.5n(t,  the  whole  amount 
of  bank  stock.  It  occurs  to  the  committee  therefore  ihac  no  such  re- 
sult as  this  can  reasonably  be  expected,  or  by  any  pps^ible  means  at- 
tained, even  if  expected* 


p50]  4 

The  amendment  is  also  objectionable  because  it9  f^ect  woiUd  bo  te 
ContiDue  the  existing  connection  between  bank  and  Stale, 

Because,  it  would  expose  the  State  to  the  ciiarge  of  ioconsistejacy  ni 
unfairpess,  in  continuing  a  partial  connection  for  the  purpoee  of  profit, 
and  in  effecting  a  partial  dissolution  with  a  v|ew  to  exeiopt  ber  from 
loss. 

Because^  if  the  State  would  share  the  profits  of  the  bank  in  case  aaj 
should  have  been  made,  she  should  also  share  its  losses  in  case  of  Joss. 

And  because,  as  loss  is  a  more  probable  result  than  profit,  it  wx)iikl 
be  the  interest  and  poli(*j  of  the  State  to  free  herself  from  all  liability  in 
fiiis  respect  bj  dissolving  all  connection  now  existing  between  the  State 
and  the  bank. 

The  fiurth  amendment,  as  before  mentioned^  relates  to  the  ibrm  of 
the  certificates  of  balances,  and  raises  the  question  whether  they  shall 
be  made  to  draw  six  per  cent,  interest.  This  efieet  of  interest  upon  the 
form  of  the  certificate  proposed  resplts  by  operation  of  law,  and,  as  the 
committee  are  advised,  from  the  decided  negative  of  the  proposition  by 
the  votes  of  both  Houses  when  presented   contrary  to  their  inteotioo. 

The  committee  concur  in  the  non-interest  policy  of  the  two  Housei 
upon  this  point.  If  the  certificates  should  be  made  to  draw  interesta 
ruinous  consequence  would  result  in  prolonging  the  time  for  winding  up 
the  affairs  ;of  th^  bank.  They  would  be  accumulated  as  an  article  of 
speculation  by  brokers,  bankers,  and  merchants,  and  thereby  be  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  a  majority  of  the  debtors  of  the  bank  to  obtain,  or 
if  they  should  be  able  to  obtain  them  it  would  only  be  by  paying  an  ad* 
Vance  upon  those  in  the  hands  of  such  persons.  In  either  ot  which  events 
the  final  liquijation  of  the  hank  must  be  delayed,  or  the  debtors  of  tbe 
bank  be  taxed  with  unnecessary  charges. 

This  view  is  demonstrable:  suppose, Tor  example,  that  these  certificatci 
.will  be  worth  twenty-five  cents  to  the  dollar  when  issued,  and  tha^ 
finally  they  will  be  worth  their  par  value,  which  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinion,  the  consequence  would  be  that  the  purchasers  of  them,  by 
holding  them  up,  would  be  assured  of  an  advance  upon  them  equal  to 
lihe  diuerence  between  twenty-five  cents,  the  fin>t  cost,  and  their  ulti- 
mate par  value,  d|)on  the  whole  amount  held,  together  with  six  per  cent 
interestt  upon  the  par  amount  for  four  years,  wliich  \%ould  be  an  advance 
of  iK)  percent.  U4)on  the  actual  cnpitul  invested.  This  exorbitant  s|>ec«- 
tation  would  be  made  principally  by  non-resident  brokers  and  bankers^ 
who  have  accumulated  large  amounts  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  at  the  ex- 
pense of  our  own  people,  and  more  purticularly  the  debtors  of  the  bajib 
y\.s  the  large  amount  of  the  circulation  of  the  bank  is  owt  ot  the  Stuto, 
and  nearly  all  of  its  indebtednei^s  is  due  from  the  people  of  this  Slate,  it 
IS  clear  that  the  policy  proposed  would  be  most  injurious. 

No  complaint  can  bejusttly  made  by  the  notcjiolder  that  he  is  to  be 
-denieJ  interest  upon  his  demand  against  the  bank  because  the  charter  of 
the  bank  securest  to  htm  ten  per  cent,  dam^igie^  upon  any  amount  iif  the 
notes  of  the  bank  which  it  may  fail  ^o  pav  when  piesented.  If  ihecrcd- 
'iter  prefers  heniiiy  i.dopt  this  course,  and  hy  pursuing  his  demtiud  iaa 
court  of  justjce,  he  would  be  entitled,  in  case  oliiidgiiicnt,  to  rec4?\ern*>l 
only  pHntnpal  and  ten  per  cent,  oain^jges,  but  abo  six  per  ce«)t.  upon  the 
aggregate  of  both  principal  and  damages,    li  be  prefers,  luMiniy.iiiij^0 


surrender  his  cTenmnd  he  may  do  90  and  receive,  hi*  pcoportionable  ahArn 
^r  the  sDjseie  of,  the,  baotk  apd  Md^jx  ceri»&c^  for  any.  residue^  not  less 
tfian  t^n  dollars,  to  be  receivable  by  the  bank  in  all  iponey  traoaiiich 
*ions.  .  ,  .  .  / 

No  complaint  can  be  made  by  .t()e  debitors  of  the  hai>^  fpr  aoooffixfW 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  be  m^^^^t  ^^  f^ffX  time>  uppa  t^e.  surrei^def^  c4[ 
any.  cbrtific^te  or  certificates  in  hw  possession,  entitle  himself  to  arproper 
credit^  agcunsi  his  indebte^Aesa^  and  interest  upon  the  amount  of  the 
credit  at  the  same  rate  he  ha»  agreed  to  pay.  In  addition  to  this  just 
and  equitable  provision  in  relation^  to  debtors,  the  committee  have 
thought  it  thv*ir  <iutyf  in;f^fit]^ise(|iient  part  of  this  report,  to  recommend 
the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  by  the  debtor,  in  all  cases, 
to  six  per  cent,  the  bank  consenting;  and  upon  the  condition  of  the 
debtor  paying  his  calls  and  renewing  bis  note  with  security  from  time  to 
time  as  agreed  upon. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  operated  upon  the  minds  of 
the  committee  in  the  judgment  they  have  formed.  They  would  add, 
however,  that  if  rny  amendnrtents  under  consideration  should  be  deter* 
mined  unconstitutior.al,  the  effert,  it  is  evident*  would  be  to  render  the 
whole  measure  abortive.  And  if  they  should  not  be  so  determined,  yet, 
if  they  so  chauRe  the  character  of  the  measure  as  to  make  it  essentially 
objectioaable  to  the  bank,  it  will  prove  equally  abortive;  as  it  contnins  no 
compulsory  power  by  which  it  may  be  carried  into  efTect  again»t  the  con- 
sent of  the  hank;  the  feature  of  acceptance  having  been  stricken  out  as 
already  mentioned. 

Entertaining  the  opinion  that  the  hill  as  amended  would  prove  inope- 
rative, the  question  occuis  whether  it  is  better  to  waive  the  amendments 
and  secure  the  success  of  the  measure  or  adhere  to  them  an^l  lose  alL 

They  are  in  favor  of  the  former,  because  they  l)elieve  that  the  people 
demand  an  immediate  separation  of  hank  and  State. 

Th'it  the  public  debt  shall  be  diminished. 

That  the  bank  shall  be  put  in^o  immediate  liqnidniion. 

And  that  the  large  amount  of  gold  and  silver  which  has  been  locked  up 
in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  shall  be  thr.>wn  into  active  and  useful  rircula* 
tion;  all  of  which  and  much  more,  hut  little  less  important,  they  are  sat- 
isfied the  measure  will  surcossfully  accomplish^ 

It  remains  now  for  the  General  Assembly  to  deride  whether  this  great 
consummation  shall  be  realized;  whether  it  shall  he  permitted  to  bring 
tidings  of  joy  and  transport  to  the  heartsand  homesof  an  embarrassed  and 
suffering  people,  or  by  rejecting  the  proposed  measure,  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  deuiands  of  the  people  and  declare  thatwehave  no  sympjithy  fortheir 
iiifierings  or  embarrassments.  T  he  committf-e  are  of  c»pinion  that  both 
bmnciies  of  the  General  Assembly  have  but  one  feeling  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  is,  that  a  measure  pregnant  with  such  vif^l  consequences  and 
so  free  frorh  serious  objection  should  hp  at  once  na^sed.  Reiving  upon 
this  supposition  as  a  go  vending  principle,  and  serking  to  discharge  their 
cuty  to  the  two  Houses  and  to  the  country,  they  fpcl  theniselvfg  inspired 
with  a  fearless  con (idenre  in  submitting  the  following  recommendations: 

That  the  socond  an-l  thiid  ammdmrnts  of  the  Senate,  to  the  8th  sec- 
tion of  tha  House  bill,  be  so  modified  as  to  effect  the  reduction  of  interest  . 
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to  six  per  cent,  upon  all  renewal  of  hills  discoanted,  upon  such  terms  as 
will  be  cnnsistcnt  with  the  constitution. 

Th^t  the  Senate  recede  from  its  second  amendment  to  the  10th  sectioQ 
of  the  Mouse  bill. 

Am'     at  the  amendment  of  the  Senate^  confisting  of  the  addition  of 
the  I6th  section  tr>  the  House  bill,  be  so  amended  as  that  the  certificates 
df  balances  to  be  issued  by  the  bank  shall  not  draw  interest.     . 
All  of  v;hich  is  respectfuHT  submitted  to  the  two  Houses. 

JOHN  A.  WCLKRNANO, 
GUSTAVUS  KOERNEK, 

Of  the  House. 
SAMUEL  HOARD, 

Of  the  SenaU. 
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^ifpQinte4on  the  petition  nf  John  PearsoTL,  Ei^q.^  relutwt  ioihefiae  impost 
upofi  him  by  tha  Svpremt  CourL 


JANy\RY  25,    1813. 
R*>Qil  .'iikI  laid  on  ihe  table. 


Mr.  KofiRNffs,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  subject,  mude  the 
JbllowiDg 

REPORT:  * 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Pearsoiii 
late  judge  of  the  lib  judiVial  circuit,  in  relation  to  a  fine  tmpos#*d  upon 
fcim  by  the  ^^uprenie  Court  of  Illinois,  have  had  the  same  under  consid* 
'Cfation  and  beg  leave  to  submit  ihe  following  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bifl: 

'     The  committee,  in  order  to  make  themselves  fuHy  understood  to  the 

'House,  deem  it  necessary  to  lay  before  it  suc^h  poHionsof  the  petiti(m  nt 

'they  deem  material.     The  petition  shows  that  at  the  spring  term,  f8^J» 

of  the  7th  judicial  cfrcnit,  in  a  certain  case  tried  in  the  city  of  Chicagt^, 

the  said  John  Pearson,  then  being  jud^eof  said  circuit,  refused  to  sigh  a 

certain  bill  of  exception?  tendered  to  him  bj  an  nltorney  of  said  court, 

*bul  did  sign  such  a  blllof  exceptions  as  he  the  said  petitioner  thought  to 

be  true  and  correct.   That  upon  the  ex  parte  ^Ipplication  of  said  aitorneyi 

Bt  the  July  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  18.19,  the  said  court  issued  art  alteiv 

native  mandamus, directed  tosaid  petitioner,  requtrfng  him  to  sign  the  said 

'bill  of  exception*,  so  tendered  him  by  said  attorney,  or  show  cause  at  the 

'December  term  (then)  next  following,  why  he  did  not  si<rn  said  bill  of  except 

tions;  which  writ  was  t^erved  upon  the  said  petitioner  in  open  court  by  an 

attorney  of  the  court.     The  petitioner  alleges  that  he  did  not  consider  thl$ 

•ervice  as  sufficient,  not  having;  been  made  by  a  pubKc  officer  authorized 

to  serve  process.     Acting  under  thi;*  impression,  which  seems  to  be  a  firOi 

and  settled  one  on  the  petitioner's  mind,  and  also,  as  it  appeared   to  the 

committee  horn  evidence  adduced  before  them,  though  the  fact  isnotsel 

forth  in  the  petition ;  mnch  pressed  by  business  and  detained  by  sickness 

(he  petitioner  filled  to  appear  at  the  return  term  of  said  writ  of  mandi 
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teas,  in  consequence  whereof  the  Supreme  Court  issued  their  perempta* 
ry  mandamus  against  the  petitioner,  commanding  him  lo  vign  (he  ftaid  bill 
of  exceptions.  Thialast  writ  wsi?  ^entd  ufonthe  petilioncrin  tl»e?aine 
manner  as  the  first,  that  is  to  say,  in  open  court  by  an  attorney  at  law; 
and  tlie  petitioner  being  of  ihe  same  opinion  regarding  the  legality  of 
service  and  doubting  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  did  not  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  said  court.  Thosslid  petitioner,  however,  repaired  to 
Springfield  at  the  June  term,  1840,  the  term  (then)  next  succeeding  th« 
one  at  which  the  peremptory  writ  of  mandamus  issued,  and  remained 
there  for  a  number  of  days,  when  he  h'ft  Springfield,  not  being  advised 
•f  any  action  of  the  court,  in  order  to  attend  to  bnsiness  in  the  east  part 
of  the  State.  While  in  the  county  of  Clay,  in  this  State,  the  petitioner 
mM  arresled  ona  writ  of  attachment  for  contempt  of  court,  i^^oed  iil^ 
mediately  after  he  left  Springfield,  an4  was  t^onYeyed  to  Springfield  as  a 
prisoner.  The  petitioner  appeared  in  court  by  himself  and  counsel,  and 
made  nr'otion  to  be  heard  and  to  test  (he  question. 

1st.  Whether  the  court  had  any  jurisdiction  over  the  circuit  courts  to 
compel  them  to  sign  bills  of  exceptions  which  the  circuit  court  dors  not 
think  to  be  correct,  and  whetlier  thf  Supreme  (!!ourt  can  attach  and. im- 
prison a  circuit  judge  for  not  obeying  tlieir  mandate,  as  a  corrupt  refusal 
subjects  him  to  impeactiment? 

tid.  Whether  an  attorney  can  come  into  open  court,  interrupt  ihcbti- 
siness  thereof,  and  serve  writs  of  mandamus  in  open  court? 

3d.  Whether  the  writ  aforesaid  (the  attiichment)  was  not  illegal,  and 
petitioner  illegally  detained. 

The  petition  states  further  that  these  motions  were  overruled;  the  two 
first  not  being  even  permitted  to  be  argued.  Thepetitioncrihen  pic  pared 
.and  filed  an  answer  to  dertain  intcrrogatori<  s  filed  against  him  under 
^e  attachment,  and  in  which,  it  is  ^tntf*d  in  the  pehiion,  ho  showed  shI- 
isfactorily  that  he  had  committed  no  contempt.  Various  motions  havinf 
been  made  from  time  to  time  in*thecau.4ey  amonest other  things  it  having 
.been  suggested  that,  petitioner  having  resigned  his  seat  on  the  brncb, 
^and  having  been  elected  a  Senator  for  the  ci^unties  of  McHenry,  l^ktf 
Cook,  Du  Page,  and  Will,  it  was  out  of  bis  power  to  comply  with  ib« 
'mandate  of  the  court,  and  illegal  todctf^in  him  in  custody,  being  privi* 
'leged  from  arrestunder  the  constitution,  the  case  wascoiiiitjucd  fioniterm 
to  term,  the  petitioner  being  under  bail  in  the  fium  office  hundred  dol- 
jai*s,  and  having  been  put  to  gnat  trouble  anel expense, until  the  Decern- 
l)er  term  of  the  Supreme  Cemrt,  1841,  when  a  fine  of  one  hundred  dol- 
^Jars  was  impcse  1  up<>n.ihe  petitioner,  tor  coptempt  of  cpurt,  and  full  costf 
•awarded  against  him. 

,     The  petition  proceeds  to  protest  against  this  judgment,  which  petition- 
.er  tlnnks  he  has  not  deserved,  never  having  intended  to  treat  the  mai- 
.^ates  of  the  oupreme  Court  with  disrespect,  and  prays  the  lA'gi^lutu^e  to 
extend  to  his  petition  a  favorable  hearin^r* 

Your  committee^,  though  they  individii^lly  entertained  no  doubt  that 
the  above  mentioned  allegations  were  correct,  knowing  as  they  do,  ilio 
high  character  and  standing  in  community  of  the  petitionee  have  heard 
in  addiiie>n  the  statements  of  persons  fully  conversant  with  all  the  trans- 
^{tctionsip  question,  and  have  also  exnmined  the  reeords.of  the  Supreme 
jCourt,  ta  the  case  oi  the  People  vs»  Pearson,  ar^d  have  SJilisfied  thcin- 
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selves  of  the  truth  of  the  allegations  set  forth  by  the  committee.  It  re- 
mains novir  for  the  committoe  to  submit  to  the  House  the  conclusions  at 
which  they  have  arrived  from  the  facts  so  suhsta'ntiated. 

Xour  committee  is  well  aware  that  the  question  under  consideration 
b  one  o(  great  delicacy.  The  petition  is  directed  to  the  Legislature  of 
Illinois,  a  sovereign  body,  where  it  is  not  limited  by  the  constilution. 
There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  ri^ht  of  the  Leizislature  to  remit  fines 
in  particular  cases  by  legal  enactment.*;  the  fine  goes  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  and  consequently,  their  representatives  may  well  waive  the  recep- 
tion of  it.  In  what  cases  fines  are  to  be  remitted  is  left  to  legislative  dis- 
cretion^ and  the  question  now  arises  is  the  case  presented  by  John  Pear- 
son such  a  one  as  may  call  for  legislative  relief?  While  the  committee 
distinctly  disclaim  the  remotest  intention  of  questioning  the  correctness 
of  the  decii«ion  of  the  highest  tribunal  of  our  State,  and  while  they  with 
the  rest  of  their  fellow  citizens  feel  bound  to  submit  to  the  decrees  pf  our 
court*,  yet  they  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  it  as  their  firmopihion  that 
th(!  I  ettiioiier'8ca8eisahardone,and  deserving  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  I^gitiJature.  This  committee  believe  with  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Honorable  Sidney  Breese,  who  filed  a  separate  opin- 
ion, that  the  action  of  the  defendant  may  well  be  based  on  the  ground  of 
his  misapprehension  of  his  rights  and  duties  ns  a  judge  of  the  rircnif 
court,  and  not  of  a  spirit  of  dii>obedience  to  the  mandates  of  the  court. 
Your  committee  have  examipf  d  carer'ully  the  petitioner's  answers  to  the 
interrogatories  filed  in  the  attachment  for  contempt,  sworn  to  by  the  pe- 
titioner, and  feel  fully  convinced  that  no  such  contempt  was  contempla- 
ted.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  to  some  passages  in  said  answer,  in  support 
of  the  position  assumed  by  the  committee.  The  petitioner  hdds  the  fol- 
lowing language  in  his  answer: 

**lf  however,"  he  says,  "respondent  should  be  wrong  in  his  opinion  as 
to  the  manner  of  service,  he  has  been  so  sincerely  and  not  with  a  v»ew 
or  deterifiinHtion  to  contenm  the  power  or  orders  of  the  Supreme  Courtf 
to  who^e  exposition  of  the  laws  of  Illinois  he,  as  an  officer  under  oath,  is 
boiMid  to  acquiesce  unless  the  order  required  an  act  against  conscience.'' 

The  answer  further  says,  "This  respondent  has  now  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  answered  the  several  interrogatories  propounded,  and  he  relies 
upon  his  answers  with  full  confidence  in  their  truth,  to  acquit  him  of  any 
attempt  on  his  part  to  contemn  the  laws  or  any  orders  ot  this  honorable 
court.  This  respondent  thus  feeling  conscious  of  the  correctness  of  his 
motives  to  uphold  the  laws  and  ann  all  courts  that  are  constituted  io 
sustain  them,  he  is  confident  that  this  court  will  see  in  his  conduct  ia 
the  premises  no  M^ish  or  intention  to  contemn  its  orders  or  powers." 

Your  committee,  from  all  these  premises,  have  drawn  the  conclusion 
that  the  petitioner  was  actuated  by  no  improper  motives,  but  was  acting 
in  accordance  with  what  he  honestly  and  conscientiously  btl-eved  to  bo 
vthe  law  of  the  land,  feel  no  hesitation  in  recommehding  tothisllouse  that 
^he  said  fine  impored  upon  the  pet'tioner  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  at  the  December  term  of  said  court,  1841,  be  remitted, 
and  to  carry  out  the  sense  of  the  committee  they  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  bill,  recommending  its  passage. 


IiUNOwj  H,  R,  (IStoAssem. 


REPORT 


VROM    THB 


PUBLIC   PRINTER. 


Giving  the  cost  to  the  State  of  printing  the  Seventh  Anntial  Report  of  the 
Commisstotiers  of  the  lUinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 


JANUARY  29,  1843. 
Read  and  referred  to  the  oomiuitiee  on  Public  Aoooonte  and  Eipenditoree. 


Sprinopiild,  Ills.  Jan.  20, 1843. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives: 
Sir:  In  compliaDce  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
requesting  mc  to  furnish,  without  dclaj,  a  statement  of  the  cost  to  the 
Stale  for  printing  the  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  made  tr  the 
present  General  Assembly,  and  that  I  specify:  tst,  the  cost  of  the  1000 
copies  ordered  by  the  House;  2d,  the  cost  of  the  500  copies  ordered  bj 
the  Senate;  3d,  the  cost  of  publishf^g  the  same  in  the  yolume  of  n*|>orts; 
and  4th,  the  dilTerence  in  cost  bi^tween  an  order  for  150  copies,  and  an 
order  for  1000  copies;  1  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  Senate  have 
ing  made  nearly  a  similar  request  o(  me«  I  transmitted  to  that  body  a 
reply,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  furnished  to  the  House,  and  made  a 
part  of  this  report. 

The  cost  of  printing  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Illinois 
and  Michigan  Canal  in  the  volume  of  reports,  will  be  nearly  as  follows: 
For  printing  canal  report  in  the   volume  of  reports  of  the 
session  of  181:2-43,  including  composition  and  press 
woik, $355  38 

The  difference  in  cost  between  an  order  for  printing  150 
,  '      copies   and    1000  copies;  meaning  as'  I  suppose,  of  the 

same  report,  would  be  -  -  -  -  $33  7j^ 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully. 

Your  ol)edient  servant, 

WILLIAM  WALTERS, 

Public  Printer. 


lujNOis)                                    H.  R.  USthAmem 

Ijmais:     )  )UtSbrsiok. 

MESSAGE. 


THE  GOVERNOR, 


WrtmsmiUimg  a  preamble  and  resolutiom  of  the  General  Assembly  oflhe  Slate 
of  South  Carolina^  on  the  subject  of  Federal  relations  and  the  tariff;  also  ^ 
rmolution  of  the  State  of  Georgia^  on  the  subject  of  repudiation. 


FEBUfJART  6, 1848. 
Read  and  referred  to  a  select  comishtM  {  *J>e  reeolutioot^  from  Goorfia  dedaHaf  ntgr*a« 
Dot  oiiiiens,  referred  to  the  committee  on   the  Jadiciar/,  and   the  reaoJuii^n  froja  tl^e 
•ame,  relative  to  repudiation,  laid  on  the  table. 


EXBCUII^B   DCPARTMBNT, 

Springfield,  February  6,  1843. 
.  I  bftve  the  boKifH:  to  laj  before  tke  House  of  Hepresentativcs  a  pream- 
ble «Q<i  r^flolutiOQs  of  tbe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  South  Cure- 
l|yia,  OD  the  subject  of  Federal  relations  and  the  tariC 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Georgia,  on  the  subject  of 
die  repuidiation  aiul  assumption  of  Sute  debts;  and^  also,  on  the  subject 
of  the  iuiprisoamentof  free  negroes,  under  the  laws  of  those  States  which 
fofbiA  the  ingress  of  such  persons  within  tberr  borders. 

1  iMUve  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

THOMAS  FORD. 


iteimt  of.  the.  oommittie  on  Federal  Relations^  on  so  much  of  the  Governor'' s 
Message  a»  relates  to  the  Tariff. 

Jn  tbe  House  4f  Reprssenictivesj  December  19,  1849. 

Ttw  qonunittee  on  Federal  Heiatioiis,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
ff  tbe.Gorernor's  nesssige  as  relates  to  the  present  tariff,  and,  also,  the 
several  communications  of  other  States,  on  the  subject  of  protection  to 
domestic  indu^y,  by  means  ofiaws  pitrportini;  to  be  passed  under  the  pro- 
jtisioii  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Statee  for  raising  revenue,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report: 

Tliat  this  State,  in  accordance  with  her  welt  known  and  repeated  views 
oi"  the  powers  of  the  l^^slature  of  the  Union,  regards  the  lute  law,  pur* 
porting  to  be  a  tariff  to  raise  revenue^as  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  true  spirit 
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and  meaning  of  the  charter  from  which  Congress  derives  its  power  to  iin> 
pose  duties  on  imports.  It  cannot  be  too  oiien  repeated  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  possesses  only  those  powers  which  are  expretfly, 
or  by  ftecessary  impiication,  conferred  by  the  charter  to  which  it  owesiti 
existence,  and' to  avoid  any  misapprehension  as  to  the  views  and  plain  un- 
derstanding of  those  who  become  partits  to  it,  all  powers  not  granted  are 
expressly  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  and  to  the  people.  I^'oib- 
ing  but  the  continued  and  desperate  promptings  of  individaal  interest 
could  have  inferred)  under  this  express  disavowal  of  any  general  or  iuci- 
dental  authority  to  director  control  the  pursuits  of  private  life,  a  grant  of 
power  to  build  up  and  sustain  the  eilorts  of  one  class  of  citizens,  to  ren- 
der their  peculiar  occupation  profitable,  by  laws  levying  contri buttons oo 
the  rest  of  the  community.  It  is  useless  to  reiterate  the  doctrines  upos 
which  this  Stale  has  so  frequently  insisted,  and  in  which  her  faith  is  no- 
diminished.  She  holdij  that  the  States  alone  possess  the  unlimited  attri- 
butes of  sovereign  power,  and  can  alone  inter/ere  with  the  internal  af- 
iairs  of  their  citizens.  The  United  States  is  a  government  wh^se  pow- 
ers do  not  depend  upon  mere  abstract  reasoning.  They  are  defined  by  a 
written  charter,  and  all  claims  to  imphed  powers  are  cut  off  by  the  amend- 
ment defining  the  true  depositories  of  all  f uch  as  are  not  granted  by  its 
provisions. 

The  necessity  which  led  to  the  creatbnof  a  Federal  Government  did  not 
arise  from  any  want  of  laws  to  encourage  or  protect  domestic  industrf. 
The  people  ot  the  several  States  having  thrown  off  the  shackles  of  a  dis- 
tant ehipire,  which,  not  content  with  confining  their  commerce  to  herovo 
ports,  at  last  attempted  to  impose  direct  taxes  upon  those  who  bad  no  re- 
presentation in  her  parliament,  were  left  free  to  enjoy  liie,  liberty,  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness,  under  re,  ublican  institutions,  based  on  equal  laws. 
So  far  the  States  had  accomplished  all  for  which  they  had  so  paioloUf 
suffered,  a^d  so  bravely  fought.  But  their  situation  was  peculiar.  i:^ch 
was  too  small  to  cope,  single  handed,  with  the  established  nations  of  the 
old  world;  all  were  bordered  and  surrounded  by  States  equally  sovereigSt 
and  necessarily  connected  by  the  ties  of  a  common  origin  and  a  commoa 
language;  and  above  all,  they  liad  endured  together  the  toils  of  a  long 
&nd  bloody  war,  and  bad  shared  together  the  glory  of  victory  and  tlie 
boon  of  independence.  Their  vicinity  and  fraternal  tics  were  strength- 
ened by  the  inuti^al  interchange  of  th^  fruits  of  their  industry;  and  tbej 
had  a  common  interest  in  preserving  peace  and  good  fellowship  amongali 
the  States  of  the  contederacy.  United  in  one  general  governmeoty  Uiey 
would  constitute  one  of  the  most  ibrmidable  empires  of  the  eartb;  and 
connected  by  commerce  and  intercourse,  and  the  interchange  of  gooJo^ 
fices,  they  would  become  ^  great  and  prosperous  people,  possessing  all  the 
advantages  of  domestic  l^islation  upon  subjects  peculiarly  local, and  af- 
fecting Use  daily  internal  occupation&of  the  people,  with  the  dignity  and 
•ecumy  aiibrded  by  a  strong  national  government. 

WitU  an  almost  boundless  public  domain,  rescued  from  the  British 
crown  by  the  united  exertions  and  sacrifices  ef  all  the  States,  to  cot^^ 
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tuie  a  oQinmon  fund  to  defray  the  expenses  and  af£>rd  a  source  of  credit 
and  revenue  to  a  naiional  gov^ernment,  the  States,  by  the  vote  of  the  peo* 
ple«  in  whom  resided  the  sovereign  power  of  each,  for  the  sole  purposes  of 
acquiring  the  advantages  of  domestic  tranquility,  by  preserving  peac« 
amoAic  themselves,  and  regulating  internal  commerce,  as  well  as  their  re^ 
laiions  with  foreign  powers,  and  promoting  the  genet  al  wcUare,  as  dis« 
Unguisbed  from  the  private  avocationt!  and  domestic  concerns  of  the  pea- 
pk,  adopted  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  expll<dtiy  designating 
the  pow^r$  conceded,  and  as  distinctly  negativing  the  presumption  of  the 
erant  of  any  others,  ilere  then  we  see  the  key  to  the  whole  matter* 
^o  us£^e,no  construction,  no  usurpation,  no  abuse,  can  ever  acquire  any 
sanction  from  time  or  repetition,  which  can  constitute  them  apartol  this 
constitution.  No  general  sovereignty  exists  in  the  Federal  Government^ 
to  cover  either  its  abuses  or  encroachments.  Here  stands  the  written 
grant,  the  unalterable  test  of  the  constitutionality  of  every  measure* 

Each  State  of  the  Union,  as  an  ietiependent  party  to  the  coi^tract,  had 
(jTom  the  beginning,  has  now,  and  will  retain  to  the  end  of  time,  the  un* 
doubted  right  to  resort  to  this  tost,  to  try  every  law  which  is  passed  by  the 
Federal  Legislature,  and  when  that  body  assumes  to  make  enactroenis  not 
sanctioned  by  that  instrument,  the  Slates,  by  all  the  settled  rules  of  right| 
may  refase  their  sanction  and  obedience,  and  say,  ^'Non  in  hoec  federa 
veni."  Such  we  understand  to  be  the  fundamental  principle  of  State 
Rights  Democracy.  *  ^ 

There  is  no  analogy  between  the  obligation  of  an  individual  to  his 
St.'ite,  and  a  State  to  the  Union*  Every  State  possesses  unlimited  soVe- 
'  ceignty.and  when  an  individual  is  dissatisfied  with  its  laws,  his  remedy  is 
to  persuade  the  majority  to  coincide  with  him;  and  if  he  fails,  he  must 
submit  to  the  will  of  the  majority — absolutely.  Every  citizen,  as  to  tha 
Slate,  is  a  subject — the  majority  is  the  sovereign,  and  obedience  is  essen* 
lial  to  the  peace  of  society — the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number* 
But^a  State  is  in  no  sense  a  subject — the  United  States  Government  is  in 
DO  sense  a  sovereign  power,  possessing  any  inherent  absolute  authority* 
Its  powers  began  with  the  grant  by  the  States;  they  are  limited  by  the 
Icrms  of  the  grsnt-— and  the  States  are^  the  parties  fr^m  whom  they  all 
emanate*  The  United  States,  as  a  government,  rather  exercise  the  gran- 
ted powers  than  possess  tlvcm*  They  have  nothing  by  divine  right,  but 
derive  all  from  express  grant*  The  States — the  majority  of  the  people  of 
each  State — are  the  only  fountain  of  underived  sovereignty;  in  them  it 
exists  in  the  very  nature  of  things*  These  elementary  truths  cannot  be 
loo  often  repeated;  they  constitute  the  political  catechism — the  creed /)f 
the  democracy  of  our  country.  They  demonstrate  the  foundation  of  the 
rights  of  the  States,  and  the  absolute  necessity  for  that  strict  adherence  to 
the  terms  of  the  constitution  on  which  their  preservation  depends.— 
There  are  internal  and  domestic  in' crests  which  the  States  have  never  sur- 
rendered to  thediscrt'tion  of  the  National  Legislature — and  dc*ar  to  us  all 
US  are  the  glory  and  renown  of  our  great  republic — even  they  would  be 
^Hirchased  too  dea.ly  by  their  loss.  They  are  the  elements  of  our  society 
— a  part  <h.  its  very  life,  and  absolutely  inseparable*  The  discussion 
whether  these  have  been  impairo<l  and  in  any  way  surrendered,  is  itself 
both  an  injury  and  an  insult*  And  yet  the  licentious  construction  given 
to  the  constitution   by  the  advocates  of  a  protective  tarifi',  would  sane. 
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lion  aa  interference  with  the^  inUrests.  It  was  not  for  this  that  the 
Slates  surrendered  to  Congress  the  painer  to  declare  war-^to  make  peace 
•»to  raUe  and  keep  up  armies—^to  regulate  commerce  between  the  8tatei 
And  foreign  countries.  These  are  not  the  purposes  for  which  powers  » 
great  were  freely  entrusted  to  the  General  Government.  The  power  to 
impose  duties  upon  imports  was  given  for  one  and  one  only  object — **to 
raise  revenue.'*  its  perversion  to  any  other  is  as  direct  a  usurpatiiMi  of 
authority  as  would  be  an  act  to  foster  and  promote  any  one  religious  de- 
nomination. The  protection  of  the  manufacturers  was  no  noore  the  par 
pose  for  which  ttie  power  to  impose  duties  was  conferred,  than  was  tb# 
promotion  of  evangelical  religion.  Irue,  its  exercise  may  havc^  that  ef* 
feet;  bat  that  is  a  mere  incident  which  forms  no  part  of  the  purpose  for 
which  the  authority  was  bestowed.  But  when  <his  incident  becomes  the 
paramount  oojecl,  and  instead  of  imposing  duties  to  raise  revenue,  the  do* 
ties  are  so  onerous  as  to  limit  and  even  cut  off  importations,  so  as  to  de- 
stroy revenue,  for  the  avowed  object  of  protecting  manufactures,  the  per- 
version becomes  wanton,  and  the  usurpation  flagrant.  The  evil  does  not 
end  here.  As  protection  to  manufactures  consists  in  raising  their  price 
higher  than  the  same  articles  could  be  procured  from  those  who  would 
furnish  them,  and  receive  in  payment  the  agricultural  products  of  the  fa^ 
mer,  the  double  injury  is  innictcd  of  extorting  money  from  the  whole  to 
furnish  a  bounty  to  a  select  interest — and  cutting  off  the  best  customers 
of  the  agriculturalist,  by  preventing  them  from  paying  at  Aiir  prices  for  our 
ow|i,by  tlie  sale  of  their  products. 

This  IS  the  operation  of  the  tariff,  which  tjie  whig  administration  bai 
imposed  upon  the  nation.  It  was  concocted,  not  for  revenue,  for  it  is  so 
extravagant  as  to  cut  off  importation.  It  cripples  agriculture,  by  enhanc- 
ing ilie  cost  of  the  articles  necessary  to  the  planter,  and  more  especially 
bv  depriving  him  of  the  market  of  the  world  for  the  sale  of  his  crops.  It 
does  not  excuse  or  palliate  this  injustice,  that  it  has  been  practiced  more 
or  less  since  the  foundation  of  the  government.  This  only  proves  that 
the  activity  and  corruption  of  a  selfish  few,  have  been  successful  in  defeat- 
ing the  just  rights  of  the  rest  of  the  people.  Such  is  anhappily  the  histo- 
ry of  nations.  But  wrongs  occasionally  become  in!x)lerat>le»  and  then  the 
accumulated  indtgnatinn  for  injuries  long  endured  bursts  forthin  one  ove^ 
wlielming  torrent,  often  sweeping  away  the  very  foundations  of  society, 
and  precipitating  all  its  institutions  into  one  guipb  of  bloodshed  and  revo- 
Iuti)n. 

That  a  tariff  foi^  protection  does  impoverish  the  rest  of  society,  for  the 
at^grandizemcnt  of  the  manufacturer,  reqiiires  no  other  proof  than  the 
fact,  that  manufacturers  are  always  clamorous  for  a  high  or  protective 
tariff,  the  farmer  and  the  rest  of  society  as  steadily  oppose  it.  The  uner- 
ring instincts  of  self  interest  thus  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  effect  pro* 
duced  by  this  device  to  enhance  the  wealth  of' a  few,  by  abstracting  the 
property  of  the  rest  of  society.  No  patriot  or  philanthropist  can  look 
buck  upon  the  scenes  which  immediately  preceded  the  compromise  ad, 
with  any  other  than  feelmgs  of  the  most  qeartfelt  solicitufte,  that  they  may 
never  again  recur.  That  act  established  a  principle  wh'ch  was  held  in- 
dispensable  to  the  peace  of  the  country,  nay,  the  very  existence  of  die 
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Unloh—-**Thnt  duties  fehoald  be  impose^  for  revenue  only,"  and  that  "the 
revenue  should  be  reduced  to  the  wnnb  of  an  cgooon^itdl  acjministration 
of  the  General  Government.^  Time  was  allowed,  by  a  gradual  reduction 
df  the  d^tie^,  to  enable  alt  interested  to  conform  to  this  juat  and  only  con- 
ftitutionat  rule.  During  this  interval  a  scheme  w»s  pressed  forward  to 
divide  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  hitherto  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Union,  among  the  Stated,  and  tnus  require  a  larger  sum  from  duties,  not 
because  the  scheme  would  be  of  any  advantage  to  the  United  States — to 
take  om^  fund  and  substitute  another — bqt  for  the  sole  purpose  of  seducing 
Ihe  States  to  consent  to  a  protective  and  prohibitory  tarilT,  by  the  tender 
of  a  pecuniary  boon. 

Tne  evifs  resulting  from  the  present  tariff  are  so  universal,  that,  except 
th^  manufacturers,  hone  venture  to  say  a  word  in  its  favor,  and  the  most 
Ba;xacioi]s  even  among  them,  perceive  that  if  continued,  it  must  lead  to 
competition,  which  wilt  end  in  reducing  their  profits  to  the  lowest  stan- 
dard of  income  upon  capital;  while  bur  country  will  be  crowded  by  emi- 
grant operatives,  to  compete  with  our  own,  and  inoculate  them  with  the 
Ticesand  demoralization*  which  nX  present  crowd  the  woik-shops  of  Eu-. 
fopc.  The  distress  and  embarrassment  whicii  already  palsv  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  is  fist  extending  to  every  avocatioi  of  life.  The, 
bfi^hling  influence  of  an  inordinate  and  unprincipled  tariff  are  so  univer- 
sally experienced,  that  the  whole  democratic  portion  of  our  citizens  are 
r6used  to  action,  and  State  after  State,  by  the  peaceful  but  ctfectual  instru* 
mentality  of  the  ballot  b6x,  is  hurling  from  power  that  party  whose  brief 
triumph  lias  already  so  severely  afflicted  the  country. 

With  che  restoration  to  power  of  the  State  R\gh is  Democracy,  we  con- 
fidently look  forward  to  a  restoration  of  the  practical  application  gf  thoso 
doctrines  for  which  it  has  struggled  from  tj;ie  foundation  of  the  Federal 
Government — an  entire  separation  of  bank  and  stale — a  regulation  of 
the  value  of  domestic  and  foreign  coin,  as  the  only  currency  known  to 
the  Union — and  the  restoration  of  the  public  domain. to  its  constitutional 
and  legitimate  destination,  a  common  fund,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
SiJttes*— the  reduction  and  adjustment  of  the  duties  on  imports,  to  raise  an 
adequate  revenue  for  the  economical,  yet  sufficient  support  of  our  national 
institutions — leaving  our  peo[)le  to  devote  their  labor  and  capital  in  free 
competition — a  strict  jcxecu lion  of  the  Federal  compact,  both  in  the  spirit 
and  to  the, letter— leaving  the  States  to  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  all 
their  internal  institutions,  without  cither  annoyance  or  contumely*  Thi^ 
done— rthe  rest  may  be  left  to  ih:  industry,  frugality,  and  good  sense  of 
the  people.  A  l)6unteoU3  soil,  and  the  perfect  security  which  our  nar 
tion.:l  strength  guarantees,  wilt  eoon  dissipate  all  the  clouds  that  at  this 
time  lower  on  our  distracted  country.  Our  fellow  citifiens^  wl>o  io  cnm- 
mon  with  lis,  are  writhing  under  the  afflictions  which  misrule  h^  brpuKbl 
upon  the  land,  have  a  fun  as.surance  in  the  past  hi4ory  oi'our  State,  that 
South  Carolina  w^ll  not  be  wanting  when  the  blow  is  to  be  struck  fur 
unshackle, I  commerce,  moderate  duties,  economy  in  public  expenditure— 
restoration  of  the  national  domain — separation  of  bank  and  state,  and  a 
conHiitutional  currency  based  on  real  money.  To  these  great  purposcS| 
she  will  proudly  consecrate  her  worthiest  sons,  and  look  forward  to  com- 
mon triumph  io  a  common  cause. 
24 
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To  cmbpdy  these  sentiments  in  a  concentrated  form,  your  committef 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resoluaone: 

Resolved^  by  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  (if  the  Senate  concur^ 
That  ihe  powers  given  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  to  impoM 
duties  on  imports,  whs  bestowed  solely  for  the  purjoses  of  rai^^ing  arevt* 
nue  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  General  Government*  That  tlie  late 
tariff,  by  the  extravagande  of  the  imposts,  is  calculated  to  impede  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  products,  and  thus  cuts  off  the  revenue  which  moder* 
ate  duties  would  yield.  That  this  impediment  to  commerce  is  ruinous  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Union,  by  prevcnling  the  free  exchange 
of  the  products  of  our  own  for  other  articles  of  export,  which  foreign  na- 
tions alone, can  furnish  in  payment*  That  it  is  obviously  designed  and 
effectually  calculated  for  other  purposes  than  to  raise  revenue*  Thalit 
is  a  law  to  afford  protection  and  bestow  bounties  upon  manufacturers,  by 
(Extorting  money  from  all  the  rest  ofthe  community*)  and  amounts  to  a  clear 
usurpation  of  power,  not  granted  by  the  constitution,  and  as  such,  ought 
to  be  resisted* 

Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature,  the  compromise  act, 
at  the  time  of  its  enactment,  had  provided  lor  such  a  reduction  and  modi- 
ficatron  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  foreign  imports,  as  would  ultimately 
reduce  them  to  the  revenue  stat.dard,  and  that  no  more  revenue  should  be 
raised  than  might  be  necessary  to  defray  the  economical  expenses  of  the 
government,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  enactment  of  any  laws  layiag 
discriminating  duties  for  the  purpose  of  protection. 

Resolved^  That  while  the  people  of  this  Slate  regard  the  tariff  act  of 
1842,  as  a  breach  of  faith,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  they  will  submit  to  it  so  long  as  they  can  hope  that  a  return- 
ing ser4Se  of  justice  will  cause  its  repeal,  and  that  trusting  confideutlytD 
the  constitutional  principles  avowed  by  ih^  democratic  party,  they  look 
to  it  for  relic*;  but  in  the  event  that  their  reasonable  expectations  are  dif* 
4pp6inted,  they  feel  themselves  bound  to  declare^  that  ihey  must,  in  w> 
<!>ordnnce  with  their  principles  and  recorded  pledges,  adopt  such  mea- 
gu res  to  redress  their  wrongs,  and  restore  the  constitution,  as  in  their 
dpinion  may  be  due  to  themselves  and  their  property. 

That  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  sent  by  the  Executive  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  Governors  of  the  several  States,  and  to  our 
Senators  and  Kepreseirt  .tivcs  in  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  that  body. 

Resolved  J  That  the  House  do  agree  to  the  report*  Ordered^  That  it  be 
utent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

By  order,  T.  W*  GLOVER,  C.  H.  R. 

»  ,  In  the  Senate,  Dec.  20,  1842, 

Rtsohed,  That  the  Senate  do  concur  in  the  resolutions.  Ordatd^  That 
tKey  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

By  order,  W*  E,  MARTIN,  C,  S. 
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^        IN  SENATE. 

The  committee  on  the  State  of  the  Republic,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
pteamble  and  resoiutions  of  the  State  ot  Kentucky  against  the  doctrine 
of  repadiation  of  State  debts,  canri6t  sufier  the  occasion  to  pass  without 
expressing  our  entire  acquiescence  in  those  resolutions,  and  their  deci- 
ded abhorrence  of  the  odious  doctrine  of  repudiation  as  immoral  and 
subversive  of  the  very  foundation  of  civilized  society.  If  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  has  closed  the  doors  of  the  courts  of  justice  against 
creditors  of  the  several  States,  the  obligation  to  meet  all  our  engagements 
becomes  the  stronger  and  more  binding.  We  have  placed  tms  barrier 
beyond  which  the  creditor  cannot  pass;  and  to  avail  ourselves  of  it,  to 
d<^feat  the  claims  of  others,  is  alike  unjust  and  dishonest.  Nor  is  the 
ease  at  all  changed,  or  the  ohiigation  lessened,  if  the  borrowed  money  has 
been  misapplied,  and  the  State  defrauded  and  deceived  by  its  own  agents. 
The  State  was  in  fault  in  appojnting  unfit  or  dishonest  agents,  and  it 
ihould  bear  the  consequences. 

It  is  a  beautifal  feature  in  our  Government,  and  strongly  illustrative  of 
that  high  tnned  moral  feeling  which  characterized  the  mthers  of  fhe  rev* 
dotion,  that  so  far  from  repudiating  their  debts,  they  incorporated  the 
obligation  to  pay  into  the  very  charter  of  our  national  existence.  Tiiii 
spirit  should  animate  their  descendants. 

Be  it  therefore  resohed^by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Georgia^  That  they  view  with  horror,  this  novel  and  dishonest 
doctrine  of  repudiation,  as  a  stain  upon  the  escutcheon  of  this  country, 
and  can  never  recognizo  its  validity. 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  there  is  a  moral  obligation  upon  every  Gov- 
ernment to  discharge  its  pecuniary  obligations,  and  any  State  refusing  to 
do  so,  or  to  provide  the  means  of  payment,  is  false  to  the  principles  of 
common  honesty  and  an  enlightened  civilization,  and  is  unworthy  of  the 
confidence  of  its  lister  States. 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  whilst  we  entertain  these  opinions,  we 
would  embrace  this  opportunity  in  advance,  to  express  our  unqualified  dis- 
approbation of  any  assumption  of  State  debts  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  to  enter  our  solemn  protest  against  the  same,  as  unjust  and 
unequal;  a  dangerous  usurpation  of  power,  and  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Federal  compact.  - 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  hii  excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  forward  copies  of  the  above  preamble  ana  resolutions  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  several  States  of  this 
confederacy. 

In  Senate,  agreed  to  December  24th,  1843. 

ROBERT  M.  ECHOLS, 
(Attest,)  President  of  the  Senate. 

Jamcs  Jackson,  Secretary* 

In  House  of  Representatives,  concurred  in  December  36th,  1842. 

WILLIAM  B.  WOFFORD, 
(Attest,)  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

John  H.  Dyson,  Clerk  H.  R. 

Approved,  28th  December,  1842. 

CHARLES  J.  McDonald,  Chvem0r. 
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IN  SENATE. 

'*\7!bec(mimitte«  on  (be  State  ofth*  Republic,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  variouB  rcsolqUoos^  from  other  States^  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  among  the  resolutions  traoamitted  by  J  lis  ExceHency,  the  Gov- 
ernor, are  certain  resolves  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  against 
the  imprisonment  of  free  negroes,  under  the  laws  of  ihose  States 
which  forbid  the  ingress  of  suc^  persons  within  their  borders* 

Your  committi^^  would  li^ve  passed  by  these  resolutions,  unnoticed,  as 
the  sickly  efiusions  of  a  wild  and  reckless  fanaticism,  liad  they  not  pr^ 
nounced  such  a  law  a  gross  viplation  of  the  Federal  constitution* 

Georgia  has  such  a  law  on  her  statute  book;  and  we  deem  it  our  duty 
to  repel  the  charge  as  unfounded  in  truth,  and  as  manifesting  a  spirit 
which,  if  not  rebuked  and  checked,  .will,  sooner  or  later,  destroy  our  insti- 
tutions and  dissolve  our  Union.  No  State  has  a  legcil  or  moral  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  domestic  policy  or  int^i^al  regulations  of  a  sister  State- 
Georgia  has  never  rebuked  Massachuset^  for  fraternizing  with  negroesi 
nor  held  her  up  to  the  reprobation  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  for  her  vioi 
lations  of  the  charter  pf  confederacy,, bj  pioclaiming  those  citizens,  who 
were  not  so  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution;  there- 
by attempting  to  add  to  that  ^acred  instrument^  and  thus  violating  the  let- 
ter and  spirit  of  the  compact* 

If  your  committee  had  no  other  lights  to  guide  them,  than  those  fur- 
nished by  the  constitution,  they  would  be  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  what  clause 
is  referred  to  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  a0  being  violated  hf 
the  law  above  alluded  to;  but  we  are  constrained  to  suppose  that  thu 
bold  assertion  is  based  upon  that  section  which  grants  to  the  citizens  of 
each  State  all  the  privileges  of  citizens  in  the  several  States.  The 
meaning  of  ibis  article  is  too  plain  for  cavil,  and  could  only  have  been 
intended  to  guaranty  to  the  citizens  of  any  one  State  the  privileges  to 
which  citizens  of  other  States  were  entitled — or  in  other  worcfs,  admitting 
negroes  to  be  citizens  under  the  constitution,  (which  is  utterly  deuied) 
Georgia  would  have  no  right  to  exclude  the  black  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts from  privileges  granted  to  the  black  citizens  of  Maine  or  New  York* 
It  is  a  universal  rule  of  construction,  that  terms  used  in  statutes  are  to  be 
construed  according  to  the  generally  received  import;  and  this  rule  ap- 
plies with  great  force  to  the  constitution  of  the  .United  States.  Were  ne- 
groes or  persons  of  color  regarded  as  citizens  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  Federal  constitution?^  They  w^re  not;  and  the  term  citizen*  as 
used  in  tiiat  instrument,  can  only  refer  to  those  who  were  embraced  in  its 
definition  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  Bat  on  this  subject  Georgia  will 
not  condescend  to  argue;  slie  will  adopt  the  language  of  Massacihusetts, 
in  her  remonstrance  against  the  embargo*  and  sajs  ^*that  the  people  of  this 
country  are  not  accustomed  to  class  among  their  rights  such  enjoyments 
and  privileges  as  depend  on  the  willof  any  set  of  men,  whatever;  under 
foch  circumstances,  they  would  cease  to  be  the  fights  of  a/re^  pcpple." 

Be  }tf  therefore^  resolved,  That  negroes  or  persons  of  cqloi;,  are  Bol 
citizens,  under  the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States,  and  that  Georgia 
will  never  recognize  such  citizenship. 
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Be  it  farihfiT  resolved^  That  His  Excellency,  the  Governor/ transmit  a 
copy  of  the  above  preamble  and  resolutions  to  the  Governors  of  the  sev* 
eral  States  of  this  confederacy. 

In  Senate,  agreed  to  unanimously*  December  24tht  1843. 

ROBERT  M.  ECHOLS, 
(Attest,)  President  of  the  Senate. 

James  Jackson,  Secretary. 

In  House  of  Representatives,  concurred  in  Deceniber  26th,  1842. 

WILLIAM  B.  WOFFORD. 
(  Attest,)  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresenMives. 

John  H.  Dyson,  Clerk  H.  R. 
Approved,  28th  December,  1842. 

CHARLES  J.  McDonald,  Governor. 
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FEBUUARy,  I8i3. 
Rend  aw)  ud.ipteil  by  ihe  Houie» 


ItLfjfoii)  "il,  R^  CI 3th  ASSBIL 

REPOItT 
S^iLECT   COMMITTEE, 

T#  wkvn  toere  referred  a  report  and  resolntw^mt  nf  ihe  General  As9«mlltf  <^f 
i/i^  Stale  of  SQuih  Carolina^  on  ihe  subject  of  Federal  relations  and  the 
TuriSr. 


Mr.  Gri3qo,   ffo^  the  select  CO  lunittee   to  whom  the  subject  hid  been  • 
rcfert-cd,  mad^  the  folltiwing 

REPORT: 

The  select  f*.OTnmitt<^d  tn  whom  were  refcpret]  a  report  and^resoluHons 
of  the  GeneiMl  Assombh  ol  the  Slate  of  South  Cnroliua,  on  the  subjoct 
of  Feifei'.'il  felnli.Mw  :in  1  tho  TariflT,  have  had  the  same  under  considenv- 
fton,  and  boi^  leave  to  submit  the  (bllowing  report: 
•  There  is  nothing  of  mf^rn  imporrance  to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates 
than  the  confinemcRt  of  the  Federal  Government  strictly  within  the  lim- 
its 4lefineH  hy  thecoiistitatton.  Upon  this,  in  a  great  dej;rc*c,  the  exis- 
tence* of  our  free  ifi-^t^tntiimsdfepfends.  If  that  government  may,  on  any 
occasion,  overstep  it*?  proper  "boundaries,  and  encroach  Upon  the  Statrf 
•over<»i<rniies-^f  its  authority  ran  be  extended  by  loose  constructions,  and 
implicaiions,  there  is  no  security  for  rii^hts  reserved,  and  the  Union  fni!^ 
to  arro:np1i«ih  the  purposes  of  its  erea'ion.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  tnimcrs  of  the  constitution  to  give  existence  to  an  unh'mited  central 

S&wer^  w^>irh  would  draw  within  its  vortex  the  independence  of  the 
tat<w.  They  sons^ht  only  to  establish  a  band  of  feliowshtp*  and  in- 
lere>!t,  that  woulrf  enable  tliem  to  cultivate  sa':ces«fnlly  the  relations  of 
pcn(!e,  and  hcod  tlielr  united  energies  to  the  promotion  of  the  common 
Welfare. 

H»ffe  tlie  inquiry  naturally  arises,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  relations 
cxistinr  between  the   Federal  Government  Jind  the  Stntes?     To  what 
extent  are  the  latter  deprived  of  their  original  powers*,  and  how  fnr  bound  g 
by  tho  action  of  the  former?     These  questions  your  committee,  proposi^ 
Weflv  to  etimiiie*        ^  -  ' 

T/ie  grant  of  powers  to  the  General  Government  is  specilir,  and  well 
dtfiae-l.     They  jN-tfAot  left  to  depend  upon  conjecture  or  abstract  specu- 
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lation,  but  hre  limited  by  a  i;rrit1cn  chtirtcr.  Erjrrd  tl  15  the  povfrn- 
meiit  has  no  right  to  go.  With  the  Slates  alone  are  left  the  attrihutei 
of  unlimited  sovereignty^  and  it  is  exclusively  their  piovincc  to  regulate 
the  affairs  of  their  citieens.  ' 

It  should  always  be  recollected  that  the  Federal  Government  is  the 
creature  of  the  States,  and  not  their  a-eaior — that  it  derives  all  its  power 
from  their  concessions;  that  it  wa«'4iit6ttticd  to  protect,  and  notdesiro};to 
maintain  a  just  equilibrium,  and  not  consolidate*  Its  authority  rests  up- 
on no  established  usage,  no  venerated  customi  but  upon  a  constitution 
expressly  defining  i(s  powers,  ai>d  reserving  to  the  States,  or  the  people, 
all  those  which  are  not  po.sitively  delegated*  Such  is  the  government  of 
the  U^iont  •'^nd  fnirh  the  basis  of  its  authority. 

^  But  in  what  light  are  we  to  regard  the  constitution?  From  what 
source  does  its  authority  emanate?  Your  committee  can  only  view  it  as 
a  compact  to  which  tlie  States  are  parties,  denying  all  its  force  and  ener- 
gy from  their  acts.  As  separate  and  independent  sovcreigntie:*  they 
emerged  from  the  revoluliona^•y  cotitest— as  separate  and  independent 
States  they  appohited  delegates  to  the  convention,  and  by  States  they 
voted  upon  every  question  netcrmincd  in  that  august  body.  Thus  the 
constitution  emanated  not  from  the  people  of  all  the  Spates,  forming  one 
aggregate  political  community,  but 'M'rom  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
forming  distinct  political  communities,  and  acting  in  their  separate  aiHi 
sovereign  capacity.'*  This  doctrine,  ahhough  it  hai<  beeu  questioned, 
stands  approved  by  the  purest  patriots  and  mo.it  eminent  stjitcsmen  of 
whom  the  country  can  boast*  It  bas^ raoT«(»ver,  received  the  d«libenite 
sanction  of  the  popular  voice,  and'  will  scarcely  be  doubted,  unless  Hy 
(ho^t',  who  retiiin  a  iMigrring  affection  foe  tbo  principles  of  the  aidmiiii&' 
trationof-nOS. 

The  extent  to  which  the  States  are  bound  by  the  action  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  may  at  once  be  seen  from  its  character.  Js  it 
pos'je^jsed  pif  unlimited  authority,  or  cm  it  only  exercise  those  powcs 
which  arc  expressly  delegated?  There  c^n  be  no  great  difference  of 
opinion  on  this  point,  and  it  will  be  gen craUy  conceded  that  whencvef 
the  powers  of  the  government  aretrarvscendcd^  its  acts  becomci  so  far,  in- 
operative and  void,  To  use  the  language  of  the  comniittce  of  the  South 
C*an»lina  l-rgislature,  "no  usage,  no  construction,  no  usurpation,  no  ah\jite» 
can  ever  acquire  any  sanction  from  time  or  repetition,  which  can  conj^ti' 
tute  theui  a  part  of  the  cpnstituti.)n.'  In  the  78th  number  of  the  Fed- 
enilist,  it  i^  declared  that  *'there  is  no  position  which  depends  on  clearer 
principles  than  ih^it  every  act  of  a  delegated  authority  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  the  commj'«Mon  under  which  it  is  exercised,  i^  void*  To  deny 
this  would  be  to  affirm  that  the  deputy  is  greater  than  his  principah  that 
4he  representatives  of  the  people  are  superior  to  the  people  themselvcsj 
that  men  acting  by  virtue  of  powers  may  do  not  only  what  their  jiowetf 
do  aotatithorixc,  but  what  they  forbid/'  In  the  case  oi'  M.»rberry  w. 
Madison.  Chief  Jtistice  Marshall  said  "that  the  constitution  is  the  funJa* 
mental  and  paramount  law  of  the  nalioni  and  all  acts  rcfoignant  to  it  ai<5 
voiil.^' 

But  who  IS  to  determine  whether  any  violation  of  the  Federal  compaci 
has  taken  place?  Is  it  the  judicifuy  e^tablistied  hy  the  very  power,  of 
whose  encroachments  complaiai  Ls  made?    "This'*  laya  ^lu  Jefferson  '*ii 
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a  verj*  dan^rous  doctrine  isdeedf  and  one  ivhidi  woald  place  us  under 
the  despotism  of  an  oligarcJriy."  The  States  arc  the  parties  whose  righlii 
•re  encroached  upon— it  is  llicirsovercigntj  which  k  invnded — and  their 
province  it  is  to  maintain  unimpaired  their  intefrity.  if  there  rlfiust  be 
an  uhimate  arbiter  somewhere^  perhaps  it  is  the  people  assembled  by  ihei^ 
detegates  in  convention*  Tho  States  have  tUe  same  right  to  judge  of  th($ 
validity  of  enadmentsi  as  the  Fedond  Goref  nment  or  its  tribunals.  V 
Congress  assume  topn&i  laws  in  violation  of  tlie  constituiion,  they  may 
refuso  to  yield  their  sanction  and  say,  "JVbn  in  haecftdera  vtniJ'^ 

The  ^elebnited  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Virgrnie  and  Kentucky  Le* 
gislatures  in  17;.8,  fully  sustain  the  views  here  taken.  They  were  drawtf 
up  by  iwo  of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  that  this  country  has  pro^ 
duced,  whose  political  opinions  will  not  be  questioned  by  the  deniocrucy 
of  the  Union.  Mr*  Madison  the  author  of  the  former,  was  a  member  ot 
the  eot)vention  which  framed  the  constitution,  and  be  contributed  in  u 
great  degree  to  the  provisions  of  that  saecred  instrument.  It  may  reasona**' 
Ely  be  supposed  that  lie  wa^  not  altogether  unacquainted  with  it<«  trua 
9pirii  and  bearing,  and  his  opinions  are  tHerefbre  entitled  to  gredt  con«* 
sideration.  That  the  Kentucky  resolutions  are*  substamialiy  tlie  produce 
tion  of  Mr*  Jefferson  titefe  now  longer  remain^  a  doubt,  and  they  derive 
additional  authority  fi^om  tlte  high  character  of  their  author. 

In  the  resolutions  of  thu  State  of  Virgima,  the  Legibiaturc  dectaiet 
••that  it  views  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  as  resulting  from 
the  compact  to  which  the  States  arc  parties,  as  limited  hy  the  plain  sense 
anJ  intention  of  ttie  instiumeut  oop.Mituting  that  compact,  as  no  farthet' 
valid  than  they  are  nutliorixcd  by  the  grants  eBumemted  in  that  compact, 
and  that  in  case^f  a  deliberate^  palpable^  artd  dangerous  exorcise  of  other 
powers  not  granted  by  the  said  «ompact,  the  Htates  who  are  parties 
thereto,  have  the  rigJit^  and  are  in  duty  bouad  to  interpose  for  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  A)r  maintaining  within  their  respective  litnits, 
tbc  autlKirities,  r>irht}?«  and  iihcrttes«  ap(^rtuining  to  threm.'^ 

The  s^une  dm-trine  b  as:'erted  in  the  tirst  of  the  Kentucky  rcsolutiona 
•f  1798,  witich  m*iitttain«  •Hhal  the  sewral  States,  comprising  the  United 
Ktatcs  of  Americfu  are  not  united  on  the  principle  of  unlimited  submiih 
sion  to  their  General  GovornmcBt;  but  that  by  compact^  under  the  style 
and  tiile  of  a  Constitutimi  for  the  United  8tntesf  and  of  amcndmentif 
thereto,  they  <:(msti(uted  a  geoerai  government  for  special  purposes;  dele- 
gated to  that  government  certain  de5nito  po^vers,  reserving  each  State  i0 
itself  4he  lesiduary  mass  of  right  to  their  ^wn  self-government;  and  that 
whensoever  the  General  Government  assumes  undeie^atx^d  powers,  its  acts 
ftic  iinautlM)riiativf%  void^  anti  ol' no  force;  thatro  th*s  compact,  each  State 
acceded  as  a  State,  and  is  an  integral  party;  that  this  government  creat« 
6d  by  this  compact,  x$a9  noi  vMde  the  exchmive  or  final  judge  of  thfpavtert 
delegnfetJ  io  iiKtlf^  since  tluit  would  have  made  its-discretion,  and  Jiot  th« 
eonsiit'itioo  the  mea*<iire  of  its  fiowei^,  but  that,  as  in  all  other  cases  of 
compact,  Hinoiig  partictt  having  no  comfnoo  judge,  each  party  ha$  ofi 
iqutilrighttoiwlgejor  iisetj\  (u  udl  f(f  itifrudions^  at  a/'  Me  mode  and 
fnnnner  of  rmre$,H.*^ 

*  Vjilerhipf  JuAiic*  Mnrnlmli^*  lipcech  rui  th#jttr{9Hio4H>H  of  the  FeflfT'  I  omirt*.  Beet* 
R^p  0  tK(»  ut  -ilM.  The  (  oriiniMnwiMilfh  rs  f\>Uh«itt,  3  OjiIUp,  473.  lliiriN*r  «#• 
Mftriin,  8  DHllftr,  Si^nlta,  ilie  opimuii  uV  Cliier  Jutticd  rilgt)fiiiin,  in  the  cam  of  Olio* 
•tend. 
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These  resolutions  omtd  their  origin  to'  the  pawajj^e  of  lh«  ;ilt«n  and  *e* 
dition  laws — measures  which  no  true  patriot,  will  at  thw  time  seek  1^)  de- 
fend. They  contained  the  doctrines  of  the  party  which  effected  th* 
overthrow  of  the  administration  of  the  elder  Adams^  and  pUc«^d  Mr  Jt+ 
ferson  at  the  head  of  the  nation.  As  might  be  sup^iosed,  they  did  wiX 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  men  of  that  day,  whose  policy  appeared  to 
be  to  break  down  ilie  barriers  between  the  Federal  and  State  Govero- 
ments^and  secure  to  the  former  all  that  strength  and  importance  which 
they  thought  so  nece  sary,  but  which  the  constitution  fidled  to  cx>nfpn 
Accord 'Ugly,  in  those  States  where  their  infloence  preponderated,  resolu- 
tions of  a  contrary  ch^tracter  were  adopted,  and  the  disgraceful  alien  and 
sedition  laws  approved.  In  reply  to  these,  the  L«*gi>kturc  of  Kentwkj, 
in  1799,  passed  a  resolution*  reiterating  the  doctrines  of  its  resolutions  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  declaring  among  other  things  **that  the  piind* 
pies  and  construction  contended  for  by  sundry  of  the  State  Legistatun*!^ 
that  the  General  Governflftcut  is  the  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of  ihi 
powers  delegated  to  it^  stop  nothing  short  of  despotism-— since  the  discre- 
tion of  those  who  administer  the  govemmeot,  and  not  the  constitution, 
would  be  the  measure  of  their  pnwers.'^ 

These  principles  were  fairly  tested  aod  appnoved  in*  1800.  Thoraai 
Jefferson,  their  most  distinguished  advocate,  was  eldvated  to  the  hi^'hrrt 
office  in  the. gift  of  a  free  people.  His  successor  bad  been  equally  active 
in  their  defence,  and  was  equally  honored  by  the  popular  cortftdence  find 
favor*  Their  correctnesi",  your  committee  believe,  they  need  not  lurther 
labor  toestabli^  They  have  the  testimony  of  the  moRt  eminent  states* 
men  .the  country  has  pr<Mlttced  in  their  favor— they  have  the  popular  voice 
in  their  favof^  and  reason  and  justice  arealso  on  their  sidip. 

But  strange  as  it  may  seem,  Xherc  has  been  a  conntant  tendency  to  en* 
eroachment  on  the  part  of  -the  Federal  Government.  There  was  in  the 
convention  that  framed  the  constitution  a  class  of  men  ^who  doused  the 
capacity  of  the  ^ople  for  self-government.  It  was  thdir  desire  to  rem'jw 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  great  mass  of  society  the  attributes  of  soverei*rn« 
ty,  anJ  vest  them  in  the  few  who  might  be  favored  by  the  advantasrei*  of 
birth  or  fortune.  Happily  for  our  freedom,  their  theories  received  bst 
little  favor^  Yet  they  were  unwilling  to  surrender  their  preferenn<'  for 
institutions  baaed  upon  the  principles  of  aristocncy.  They  sought  Uj 
constructions,  far-fetched  and  unwarrantable^  to  ^shion  the  government 
in  accordance  with  their  own  views.  The  alien  law  gave  to  the  Na- 
tional Ej^ecuiive  a  power  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  people  and  unao- 
thorized  by  the  terms  of  the  constitution.  By  the  sedi^on  act,  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  of  the  press  was  restrjuned,  and  the  administration  thai 
shielded  from  the  rebukes  which  it  so  well  dcBcrwed,  A  portion  of  the 
same  spirit  has  descended. to  ouiv  own  times^^and  is  displayed  in  the  hi\\^ 
ef  Congress — in  the  executive  departments,  nnd  in  the  whole  action  of 
the  govornknent  as  at  present  administered.  Theeleetion  of  18  lO 
brou&^htintopowernew  men,  with  notions  of  government  in  many  res- 
pects different  from  those  of  their  prediecMsorsi#  It  was  to  be  su])|H^erf 
that  aline  of  policy  in  accordance  with  their  peculiar  principles  t'ooW 
be  adopted,  and  the  constitution  liberally  construed  to  give  them  eflVrt. 
Y«tit  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the  terms  of  the  celcbralefl  n^m- 
promiso  act  would  be  violateJi  in  order  to  give  rpoin  to  the  dangerous  doc* 
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trine  ol  •'protection.'*  But  so  it  was.  The  storms  which  had  agitated 
the  governmen.t  t(»  its  vejfy  centre  were  scarcely  passed  away,  heiore 
their  return  was  projiitialed,  and  the  slumbering  elements  of  discord  ayain 
aroused.  The  pn)ceud.s  of  the  public  laads,  hitherto  a  part  of  the  revenue 
of  the  Union,  wore  |mrcelled  out  among  the  Statc;s.  And  is  it  difficult 
to  conjecture  the  oKjcct?  Why  distribute  a  portion  tff  the  revenue*  when 
the  whole  was  wanted  to  deiVay  the  current  expenses?  Was  it' to  rrcfito 
the  necessity  of  raising  the  deuciency  from  duties  upon  imports?  There 
b  no  doubt  that  ^his  measure  looked  directly  to  the  establisiiment  of  a 
protective  t'lritT — that  it  contemplated  a  violation  of  the  compromise  act; 
and  sought  by  its  proflfe red  bounty,  to  enlist  the  States  in  its  support. 
Your  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
chanjcter  of  that  mtasurc.  It  is  enough  for  them  to  express  their  belief 
that  Congress  has  no  power,  to  raise  a  revenue  for  distribution — that  the 
avails  of  iinpo^it^  might  with  the  same  propriety  be  divided  among  the 
Slates,  as  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands — that  such  a  disposition  of 
either  is  a  r^oss  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  constitulipn. 

The  power  to  lay  duties  upon  imports  is  conferred  upon  Congress.  But 
fbr  what  purpose?  Is  the  object  t  >  promote  the  interests  of  one  class  o£ 
citizens  at  the  expense  of  all  the  rest?  Most  certainly  not.  The  govern- 
ment knows  no  distinction  among  those  under  its  authority — al!  arej)lac- 
cd  upon  the  samt-  fooling,  and  all  should  be  equally  protected.  The  power 
to  impose  duiies,  was  given  I  ut  for  one  object,  and  that  is  to  raise  reve- 
nue. To  pervert  it  to  any  other  purpose  would  be  a  gross  usurpation  of 
authority^  which  no  emergency  ran  justify.  Your  committee,  then,  hold 
it  to  be  a  sound  principle,  fooiidt  d  upon  the  constitution*  ^Hhat  duties 
should  be  imposed  for  revenue  only,"  and  they  believe  it  to  be  equally 
true, ••that  the  revenue  ought  lobe  reduced  to  the  wants  of  an  economi- 
cal administration  of  the  General  Government."  Such  were  the  doc- 
trinesof  the  compromise  act,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  party  in 
power  hav(^  so  lii*ie  inclination  to  allow  ihem  the  consideration  to  which 
they  a:e  entitled. 

It  i.-^  admitted  that  protection  may  be  the  incident  of  exercising  the  pow- 
er to  improve  duties,  but  it  can  never  rightfully  be  its  objett.  In  the  ar- 
rangement of  a  tarirt  a  proper  discrimination  may  be  mwic  in  favor  of 
those  intcre-^ts  w(»rlliy  of  p«irticular  encouragement.  BiU  when  this  in- 
cident is  suffered  to. become  paramount,  and  duties  are  imposed  for  the 
express  purpose  of  protection,  the  limits  of  the  constitution  are  exceeded, 
and  the  rights  of  the  people  put  in  jeopardy.. 

Of  the  character  of  the  present  tariff  it  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to 
•peak.  Its  utter  disregard  of  the  only  principle  which  ou^ht  to  control 
the  ijiiposition  of  duties — its  evident  lcn<lcncy  to  sacrifice  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  great  ma.-«8of  the  people  for  the  benefit  of  the  few — its  shame- 
less violation  <»fthc  positive  terras  of  the  compromise,  are  suliicient  to  en- 
sure its  condemnation.  The  hope, your  committee  believe,  mny  reasona- 
bly be  indulged,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  country  will  be 
l^lieved  from  its  operalions,  as  well  as  fiom  the  powers  that  gave  it  an  ex- 
istence, and  that  the  direction  of  the  government  will  lie  restored  to  the 
hands  of  those  who  will  administer  it  upon  true  democratic  principles. 

No  State  is  more  interested  in  the  success  of  those  principles  than  our 
own.     Possessed   of  natural   resources  to  the   greatest  possible  extent, 
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which  require  only  time  and  enterprise  Tor  their  d»rvelopmcnt — sitoatrd 
in  l!ie  midst  of  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  enjoying  all  the  ac- 
vantages  of  internal  and  external  navigation — we  may  look  forward  to 
the  tiiiie  when  Illinois  will  ^tand  pre-eminent  among  her  sisteriofthe 
west.  Although  laljorinjj  under  embarrassments  ^md  difficulties  of  noor- 
dinary  kind,  we  cannot  doubt  that  her  energies  will  ovrrcon:c  them  all 
A  complete  separation  of  <he  State  from  the  banks — the  restoration  of  a 
constitutional  currency — the  reduction,  arid  ultimate  extinguishment  of 
the  public  debt — a  strict  and  inviolable  maintenance  of  all  the  rights  and 
prerogathres  to  which  we  are  entitled,  as  a  party  to  the  Federal  com- 
pact— these  will  ensure  a  return  of  prosperity,  and  secure  its  continuance. 
It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  tLat  a  course  of  policy  has  been  com* 
menced  which  must  lead  directly  to  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable 
an  oLjcct.  The  hanks,  so  long  a  crying  evil  iti  our  midst,  will  soon  cease 
to  exist.  The  vast  indebtedness  under  which  the  State  now  groans,  has 
already  been  diminished  in  no  inconsiderable  amount,  and  we  may  conS* 
dently  expect  that  ere  long  a  farther  reduction  will  take  place.  Thegk). 
rious  conflagration  of  more  than  two  millions  of  our  bonds,  which,  buti 
few  days  since,  was  witnessed  by  the  assembled  representatives  of  ibe 
people,  has  shed  its  light  throughout  the  State,  and  is  h.iilcd  with  joju 
the  beacon  of  returning  prosperity.  If  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  and  In* 
to  our  obligations  to  sister  States  and  the  world,  there  is  no  cause  fordfi- 
pendency  or  alarm — our  march  is  onward,  and  't  cannot  be  restrained. 
A  high  destiny  awaits  us,  and  while  we  spare  no  eflbri  to  restore  oarip- 
ternal  affairs  to  their  wonted  condition,  let  us  be  equally  mindful  togoarj 
onr  rights  as  a  State  from  encroachment,  and  preserve  the  Federal  coi- 
ttitution  unimpaired  in  all  its  parts. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions,  and  re- 
commend their  adoption: 

1.  Resolved^  TImt  the  resolutions  of  the  Genera]  Assembly  of  Virf 
nia,  adopted  December  21, 1793,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  LcgidatureJ 
Kentucky,  approved  November  19,  1798,  contain  a  true  exposition  ol  the 
characterof  the  Federal  Government  and  the  rights  of  the  States,  «k1 
that  the  prindples  therein  asserted,  ought   to  be  inviolably  mainfciineA 

2.  Rp^ohed,  That  Congress  is  possessed  of  no  power  to  impose  dulici 
upon  imports  except  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  and  that  the  revcnuf 
ous^httobe  reduced  to  the  wants  of  an  economical  administration  of  lb 
government. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  distribution  of  any  portion  of  the  revenues  of  the 
nation — whether  the  same  arise  from  duties  upon  imports,  or  from  mj 
othersource — is  altogether  unwarranted  by  the  constitution,  and  deser\tl 
the  severest  condemnation  of  the  people. 


Jllixois  )  I         If,  R,  J  13Tn  Ambh. 


COMMUNICATION 


OF 


THE  PUBLIC  PRINTER, 

Relative  to  the  prhttivg  and  binding  of  the  laws  and  journals. 


FFBRUAUY  \  1843. 
ReMi  and  referted  to  the  ooiniMitve  ooPuhiio  AeeoiHitf  and  £lxpe«d|iDret. 


Springfield,  February  7, 1843. 
To  tin  Honorable  the  Speaker    • 

of  the  House  of  Rfpresenlatives: 

In  the  report  which  the  Public  IViuter  had  the  honor  to  present  to  both 
Houses,  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  he  reconunendcd  a  reduction  of 
three  thousand  volumes  in  the  amount  ofprinting  of  the  present  session^ 
viz:  that  the  numl^er  of  journals  should  be  reduced  ohe  thousand  of 
e^ch  House,  and  the  volu.ne  of  reports  one  thousand,  making  a  reduction 
of  three  thousand  volumes  in  all*  The  saving  to  the  State  which  this  re- 
duction would  eifect,  estimated  to  be  <(4,U00  per  session.  He  particular- 
larljr  requested  Aat  the  number  of  thrse  volumes  to  be  printed  should  be 
fixpd  by  law  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  law 
in  existence  which  deflned  the  number  to  be  printed,  although  the  law 
required  the  Public  Printer  to  print  the  journals  within  ten  days  from  the 
close  of  the  session,  and  the  Jaws  within  sixty  days. 

Tho  session  of  the  General  Assembly  is  drawing  near  its  close,  yet  the 
number  to  be  printedof  the  journals  and  reporis,  is  still  undutcrniined  by 
the  Legislature,  and  consequently  the  printing  of  these  heavy  volumes 
cannot  be  completed  in  the  usual  time.  He  would  therefore  repcctrully 
a^k  from  the  Legislature  an  extension  of  the  time,  now  limited  to  forty 
days  after  the  adjournment,  for  the  printing  of  the  journals  of  the  two 
Houses  and  the  volume  of  reports. 

In  his  report  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  the  Public  Printer  respect- 
fully suggested  |o  both  Houses  tl)e  propriety  of  repenting  the  I2th,  i3th, 
and  I4tn  sections  of  the  act  approved  February  2^/ IS  11,  supplemental 
to  an  act  defining  the  duties'^  of  Public  Printer.  Tho?e  sections  of  the 
law  were  passed  without  going  before  a  committee  of  the  Legislature. 
Tbcyfcquire  tlie  jounials  to  be  printed  without  break  lines,  contrary  to 
(be  custpm  of  jouma)i2in>r  in  ail  legii^lative  bodies.  They  require  the 
jfiiM^^i^  to  be  |><iMted  on  bcevicr  or  smaller  type — a  description  of  type  so 
^ff^.as.toreDder  it  difficult  for  the  aged  to  read  it      They  require  the 


p82J  2 

bills  to  be  printed  without  space  lines  between  them — lines  which  hit 
inserted  to  give  roDm  for  writing  amendments,  one  of  the  objects  for 
which  the  bill  is  printed* 

At  a  very  early  period  of  the  present  session,  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  passed  a  bill  reducing  the  number  of  journals  and  reports  heretoioit 
printed  three  thousand  volumes,  and  reducing  the  price  of  pi  in  ting  twenty- 
tive  per  cent.  This  great  reduction  in  the  quantity  and  price  of  printing, 
effected  a  saving  to  the  State  of  $5,500  per  session,  viz:  Amount  «aved 
in  printing  $*2,300;  saved  in  binding  ^  1,400;  in  paper  $1^0;  in  distii- 
buling  the  volume  to  the  several  counties  about  $t)00. 

As  lieavy  as  this  reduction  was,  the  Public  Printers  had  become  wil- 
ling to  submit  to  it,  they  receiving  pay  in  curreat  funds,  in  view  of  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  State,  and  the  necessity  thai  existed  for 
economy  in  the  various  departments  of  the  government;  yet  tbatbill  was 
entirely  stricken  out  by  a  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  aDcl  a  new  biO 
reported  in  its  stead,  which  passed  (he  Senate,  and  is  now  before  the 
House  of  Representatives.  We  would  most  reipectfully  ask  Icareof  the 
General  Ass*  nioiy  to  state  out  objections  to  this  new  bill.  It  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  the  members  generally  are  conversant  with  the  techni- 
cal terms,  or  custon/s  of  the  printing  Inisiness,  and  hence  we  ask  on  this 
account  the  permission  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject.  We  would, 
however,  have  pieferred  that  a  committee  of  investigation  had  been  ap- 
pointed, and  printers  sent  for,  and  examined  on  oath,  as  to  the  proyisiuDS 
of  this  new  billj  and  even  now,  as  far  us  the  session  has  progressed,  we 
would  m  ich  prefer  that  this  examination  and  investigation  sheuld  take 
place. 

The  new  bill,  now  before  the  House,  fails  to  repeal  the  twelfth  and 
fourteenth  s<*ctions  of  the  act  of  February  23,  1841,  the  provisions  of 
which  we  have  described  in  a  previous  part  of  this  report. 

The  new  bill  declares  that  the  Public  Printer  shall  use  no  part  of  tl« 
paper  furnished  by  the  State.  This  provision  is  supposed^to  have  reler- 
encc  to  ihe  outside  quires,  commonly  called  quasi  paper.  This  paper  wc 
have  always  thrown  oit  from  use  on  the  public  work,  and  for  the  reason 
that  it  cannot  be  used  on  book  work,  because  it  is  broken  and  damaged 
paper.  It  is  always  thrown  out  by  printers  all  over  the  world:  in  fact  it 
does  not  belong  to  a  re:im  of  paper,  eighteen  quires  of  good  paper  consti- 
tute a  ream:  the  two  quires  outside  are  put  on  to  preserve  the  good  pa* 
per  inside  from  damage  in  transporting  it  from  place  to  place.  The  pa- 
per maker  only  charges  for  eighteen  quires  of  paper  to  a  ream,  even 
when  he  puts  on  the  two  outside  quires  of  damaged  paper.  This  oQtside 
paper  has,  by  established  custom  all  over  the  United  States,  been  consid- 
ered as  the  perquisites  of  the  printer,  who  can  only  use  it  on  fly  sbcetS) 
pr^of  sheets,  rough  jobs,  &c. 

The  new  bill  provides  that  there  shall  be  no  charge  for  constructive 
composition;  but  that*the  Public  Printers,  when  they  print  a  report  for 
the  use  of  either  House,  shall  strike  off  the  same  for  the  volume  of  re- 
ports. How  could  we  have  struck  off  additional  copies  of  the  numerous 
reports,  printed  for  the  two  Houses,  for  the  volume  of  renorlst  There 
is  no  law  fixing  the  number  of  reports  to  be  printed.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  us  to  foresee  the  number  of  reports  that  would  be  required 
in  volume  form,  and  equally  impossible  for  us  to  keep  all  these  lormi 
standing  until  the  law  were  passed  fixing  the  number  to  be  printed. 
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All  tbe  type  in  tli«  Qiate  would  not  have  Been  suffident  We  had  no 
rulo  to  govcra  Us,  uuleds  the  jesolutioa  of  a  former  sesskMfr.  If  we  had 
adopted  tha.t  an  our  ruie,  wc  shoitid  have  printed  two*  thousand  copies  of 
reports  and  two  thoutmnd copies  of  eaci>  a/  the  joii/nHls.  If  we  were 
not  authorised  to  act  from  foruner  precedent,  th^n  we  wouki  have  been 
compelled  to  distribute  all  the  reports  printed  for  the  two  HouseSi  or 
priai  at'Our  own  rl^k  and  expense  anj  that  we  might  print. 

No  unreasonable  requirements  will  surely  be  made  of  the  l^ibKc  Prin-* 
ters«  The  Legislature  ha?e  not  decided  up  to  this  time  wtmt  number 
shall  be  printed, of.  the  volume  of  reports;  yet  the  new  bitl  of  the  Senate 
proposes  ta.aliaw  us.  nothing  tor  composition  of  extra  co{)ie.«  (not  yet  or- 
dered) of  reports  long  since  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatirves.  This  isan  absurdity  which,  although  it  may  be  diA 
fi<;ult  ta  comprehend  by  those  unacquninied  with  the  business,  strikes  a 
printer  at  the  iirsi  glance* 

,  We  have  thus  candidly  hiid  before  the  Legislature  the  strong  objections 
w|iich  exist  to  the  new  bill;  which.bill  was  not  the  result  of  an  inventiga* 
^on  of  any  duration.  No  witnesses  were  examined  as  to  the  practicabtt- 
ity  of  doing  the  work  under  its  provisions;  and  in  fact  one  of  the  three 
me^vibers  Qooaposing  the  commiltect  declared  on  the  fUmt  of  ih^  Senate, 
that  he  had  not  been  consulted  in  its  formation. 

Now,  when  it  is  remcn)bered  that  only  two  years  ago  a  committee  of  in- 
vestigation, after  taking  testimony  for  several  weeks,  repoi  ted  that  the  price 
o\  printing  was  n(:>t.tl«en  too  high,  it  ou^hl  surely  to  be  considered  as  a 
sutficient  reduction  at  this  time,  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  printing 
three  thousand  volumes,  and  its  price  twenty-five  percent.;  all  which  the 
hill  of  the  House,  as  it  originally  passed,  etiected.  Under  that  bill,  the 
prices  are  in  fact  reduced  so  low  as  scarcely  to  render  the  ;vork  an  ob- 
ject. Four  years  ago,  the  printer  executed  both  the  prinii'  gand  binding, 
but  they  were  shortly  afterwards  separated.  It  would  effect  a  great 
saving  to  the  Stale,  and  much  tatility  in  the  execution  of  the  work,  if  the 
binding  were  again  united  with  the  printing.  One  great  advantage  result- 
ing from  this  arrangement  would  be,  that  all  the  work  could  then  be 
done  under  the  same  roof,  and  thus  prevent  the  loss  and  damage  to  the 
printed  sheets,  which  they  now  sustain  by  trani^porting  (hem  to  the  binde- 
ry in  another  part  of  the  city,  l^rocalions  lor  printers  are  •*few  and  far 
between,"  and  locations  for  binders  are  still  mdrc  lunitcd.  The  binders 
could  not  survive  upon  the  profits  of  their  business  in  this  city,  indepen- 
dent of  the  exorbitant  prices  they  receive  for  the  three  months  they  are 
occupied  on  State  work  every  two  years:  which  heavy  prices  enables  them 
to  live  in  splendid  idleness  during  the  twenty  months  intervening  be- 
tween each  regular  session  of  the  Legislature.  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
give  the  binding  to  a  printer  who  understood  the  binding  business  at  mod- 
erate prices,  who  during  the  twenty  months  when  there  is  no  binding  to 
do,  could  derive  a  support  from  the  printing  of  a  newspaper,  and  tnus 
•Ave  to  the  State  an  expense  wholly  unnecessary. 

There  is  still  another  provision  in  the  new  bill,  to  which  we  would 
respectfully  call  attention.  It  provides  for  the  printing  of  only  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  volume  of  reports.  For  and  during  the  lust  previous 
three  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly,  two  thousand  copies  oi  these  re* 
ports  have  uniformly  been  printed.    The  bill  thus  proposes  a  reduction 
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of  three-fourths  of  the  former  nomten  Of  the  five  hundred  copies  pro- 
posed  {o  he  prbted,  upwards  of  three  hundred  are  applied  to  the  use  of 
tlie  members,  and  the  State  Librarj,  for  the  use  af  suc<;ecdiDg  Legi<la- 
tqres;  thus  icaving  but  :;^Q0  copies  to  be  distributed  to  the  several  cooih 
ttes;  onl/  two  copies  to  each,  countjr,  instead  of  iifleen  to  each  countjai 
formerly* 

In  closing  this  report,  we  would  most  re^pectftilly  state^  that  we  ha?e 
carefulJj  and  earnestly  considered  the  provisions  of  the  new  bill  from  the 
Senate,  in  the  hope  that  we  could  proceed  with  the  public  work  under 
those  provisions;  but,  after  the  most  rigid  calculations,  based  upon  the 
strictest  rules  of  economy,  we  are  compelled  to  declare  that  w^  could  not 
do^  the  work  under  that  bill  and  realise  a  pro6t  sufficient  to  support  oar 
families.  In  the  event  of  its  passage,  after  the  work  of  the  present  set- 
sion  was  completed,  the  priating  of  the  ensuing  session  would  not  be  an 
object  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  retain  the  possession  of  our  printing  mt- 
terials  if  we, could  effect  a  sale  of  them  on  reasonable  terms.  As  desirooi 
as  we  know  the  Legislature  is  to  introduce  the  most  rigid  economy  is 
every  department  ot  the  State  Government,  we  feel  certain  they  do  not 
de;sdre  to  legislate  the  Public  Printers  out  of  office,  or  in  other  words  to  ^^ 
duce  the  pr^e  of  our  labor  so  low,  that  nothing  can  be  realised  from  it 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

WALTERS  &  WE6ER. 


Iluhois}  H>  K.  U3thAm]sk# 

liBOUk      \        ,  t  '  (  IST  SeSSIOW. 


MESSAGE     ' 


FBOM 


THE  govi;rnor, 

Transmitting  ike  report  of  the  Board  of  Auditors  appointed  to  settle  the^ 
accounts  (f  contractors  on  the  public  vcorks* 


FEBRUARY  9,  1B43. 
Read  and  ftfef ft<i  co  th«  •oauuitiee  eu  Public  Aooounu  and  Expenditnref. 


£xBCunTB  Departmsnt, 
Springfield^  February  9,  1843. 
To  the  House  of  Representalis^es: 

I  hive  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives 
«  report  of  the  board  of  auditors,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  ^^Act  crea- 
tii^  a  board  of  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  contractors  on  the 
pobiic  works,^  approved  February  26, 1841. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &Cm 

THOMAS  FORD. 


Office  of  Board  or  AuditobSi 
Springfield^  February  7,  1843. 
To  his  Etscellency  Thomas  Forb, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois^ 
Sir:  The  board  of  auditors  established  by  an  act  entitled  *^Ku  act 
creating  a  board  of  auditors  to  settle  the  accounts  of  contractors  on  the 
public  works,"  approved  Februanr26.  1841,  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  act,  the  following  report  on  the 
business  assigned  them. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  claims  allowed  by  the  board  is  eighty  •three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty-t^o  cents,  and  the 
amount  of  drafts  drawn  on  the  Fund  Commissioner  is  eighty-two  du>usand 
and  eleven  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents;  leaviLg  claims  to  the  amoynt  of 
twelve  hundred  thirty-two  dollars  and  seventy  cents  which  have  been 
allowed,  but  for  which  no  drafts  have  been  isHued,  the  claimants  having 
liiled  to  call  for  or  not  choosing  to  receive  them. 

TaUe  (A«)  herewith  submitted,  shows  the  amount  allowed  each  claim- 
ant  and  on  what  account 
35 
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Besides  the  claims,  allowed,  others  amoanting  in  the  aggregate  to  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  eighty-six  cents,  were  presented 
to  the  boardi  which  they  did  not  allow,  although  they  believed  them  to  be 
just.  The  law  expressly  confined  the  board  in  their  action  to  such  clunn 
only  as  were  based  upon  estimates  made  upon  contracts  entered  into  in 
accordance  with  law,  and  they  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  allow  any  other 
class  of  claims,  however  just  they  might  be  considered  to  be. 

Table  (B.)  contains  a  statement  of  those  claims,  for  the  payment  of 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  provision  should  be  made.  Also  a  spe- 
cial statement  as  to  several  other  cases. 

Various  other  claims  were  presented  to  the  board,  but  disallowed  either 
for  the  want  of  sufficient  evidence  to  support  them  or  because  they  did 
not  appear  to  be  founded  in  justice. 

Table  (C.)  shows  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  rejected  claims.  Ail  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LYMAN  TRUMBULL. 

Secretary  of  Stait. 
JAMES  SmELDS, 

Auditor  of  Public  AcoouaU. 
M.  CARPENTER, 

TVeottirer. 
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UEPOriT 


or   TRR 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIARY. 


On  the  staUmenis  af  the  select  crnnmittee  appointed  to  examine  the  aeemifils 
of  Richard  F*  Barret^  IcUe  Fund  Commiisioner.  t 


FRBRUART  20,  1843. 
Read  and  Jaid  oo  ibe  toble. 


Mr.  KoBRiTBR,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following  ^ 

REPORT: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  select  commit- 
tee appointed  to  examine  tlie  accounts  of  Richard  F.  Barret,  late  Fund 
Commissioner,  and  James  W.  Barret,  agent  of  the  Fund  Commissioner, 
with  certain  instructions,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  hey^ 
leave  to  report  as  follows: 

That  they  have  examined,  as  required  by  the  first  of  said  instructionsi, 
into  the  authority  of  said  R«  F.  Barret,  late  Fund  Commissioner,  to  let 
one  Mr.  Sherwood  have  fifty  internal  improvement  bonds  of  one  thou- 
8«md  dollars  each,  on  certain  securities  deposited  by  said  Sherwood  with 
the  Fund  Commissioner,  witl)  the  understanding  that  if  said  Sherwood 
purchased  certain  canal  bonds  oi  canal  contractors,  he  was  to  return  to 
•aid  R.  F.  Barret  the  fifty  internal  improvement  bonds,  or  to  pay  him 
$50,000.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  contract  or  arrange- 
ment with  said  Sherwood  was  not  authorized  by  law.  While  the  facts 
presented  compelled  your  committee  to  come  to  this  conclusion,  they 
deem  it  an  act  of  justice  to  the  Fund  Commissioner  to  state  at  the  same 
lime,  that  they  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  said  arrangement  was 
not  made  in  good  faith  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Barret,  and  that  they  are  of 
opinion  that  be  believed  at  the  time  he  had  authority  to  part  with  these 
bonds  in  the  manner  he  did. 

In  disposing  of  the  first  instruction,  your  committee  believe  that  they 
have  also  disposed  of  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  instructions,  as  they  relate  to 
transactions  which  grew  out  of,  and  are  immediately  connected  With  the 
Sherwood  contract.  It  was  an  important  object  to  the  Fi^d  Commis- 
sioner to  dispose  of  the  spurious  currency  thrown  on  his  hands  by  this 
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Sherwood,  with  the  least  possible  loss,  and  your  committee  beUere  that 
Mr.  Barret  has  used  his  best  exertions  to  accomplish  this  object. 

Your  committee  have  likewise  examined  into  the  transaction  of  Jamei 
W.  Barret,  agent  of  the  Fund  Commissioner,  brought  before  them  by 
the  5th  instruction;  but  as  they  are  informed  that  a  suit  is  now  pendiiu| 
involving  the  same  transaction,  and  as  it  will  doubtless  receive  a  fair  and 
imparli^  legal  investigation,  your  committee  do  not  wish  to  express  aaj 
opinion  concerning  it.'  A  majority  of  the  committee,  however,  feel  do 
hesitation  to  concur  with  the  select  committee,  upon  whose  report  thej 
have  been  acting*  in  recommending  to  receive  from  said  James  W.  Ba^ 
ret  the  amount  of  his  indebtedness  in  such  funds  as  it  is  reported  be  has 
on  hand. 

The  6th  instruction  deeds  no  farther  consideration,  inasmuch  as  it  wai 
founded  upon,  some  part  of  the  report,  the  language  of  which  gave  ret* 
son  to  misunderstanding  the  meaning  of  it. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  observe  that  if  any  lo«  should 
have  been  occasioned  to  the  State  by  the  contract  with  Sherwood,  above 
alluded  to,  and  if  the  said  Fund  Commissioner  should  be  compelled  to 
indemnify  the  State  for  such  .  loss,  your  committee  recomn^nd  to  allow 
him  to  discharge  such  indebtedness  in  State  liabilities,  as  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  he  acted  in  good  faith  in  the  matter,  and  without  any 
improper  motives.  i 

Your  dommittee,  to  carry  out  their  views  on  these  subjects,  recommeod 
the  following  resolutions,  and  submit  the  accompanying  bills. 

Resolved^  That  the  contract  made  by  R.  P.  Barret,  late  Fund  Com- 
missioner, with  one  Mr.  Sherwood,  concerning  fifty  internal  improvement 
bonds  of  one  thousand  dollars  each,  although  undoubtedly  made  for  pur- 
poses supposed  to  be  beneficial  ti  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  without 
mtention  -to  violate  the  laws  of  the  State,  was,  nevertheless,  unauthorized 
by  law,  and  that  said  Commissioner  is  legally  liable  to  account  for  aoj 
loss  which  may  have  been  occasioned  to  the  State,  by  the  making  of  the 
said  contract. 

Resdved^  That  it  would  be  just  and  right  that  R.  F.  Barret,  or  his  se- 
curities, ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  paying  whatever  jud^ent  ipay 
be  recovered  agMnst  him  in  the  suit  now  brought  against  him,  or  ao/ 
hereafter  to  be  brought,  in  State  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  State  in- 
debtedness. 


Iixufois)                                   11.  li.  (IStuAssbik* 

I^Qis.     )  )  IsT  Session. 


MESSAGE. 


FBOM 


THE  GOVERN  OK, 


Enclosing  a  eommunicationfrtmi  the  Han*  Thomas  Carlin^  late  Governor 
of  StcUe^  on  the  subject  of  the  lands  selected  wider  the  distribution  law. 


FEBRUARY  91,1843.  ^ 
Read,  laid  on  the  tnble,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


EXECUTITE   DkPARTMEICT. 

Springfield^  February  20th,  1843. 
I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  a  letter 
from  Gov.  Carlin,  and  accompanying  documents,  relating  to  the  selecting) 
of  lands  last  summer,  ui^der  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  author- 
ising  the  Governor  of  this  State  to  cause  to  be  selected  tho  lands  therein 
mentioned. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  &a 

THOMAS  FORD. 


LtUer  to  Governor  Ford* 

Springfield,  February  20th,  1843. 
To  Thomas  Ford,  Gtovem&r  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  oa 
the  19th  March,  1842,  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorise  the  Governors  of  the 
States  of  Illinois,  Arkansas,  and  Missouri,  to  cause  to  be  selected  the  lands 
therein  mentioned,^  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  cause  the  selections  to  be 
made  in  Illinois  as  early  as  practicable,  and  especially  in  the  land  district! 
of  Dixon  and  Chicago,  where  large  quantities  of  lands  werc^dvertised  to 
be  sold  in  June  List.  I  accordingly  appointed  agents  to  make  the  selec- 
tioD8,and  on  the  2d  of  May  instiucted  them  to  procure  from  the  district 
land  offices  such  information  as  would  enable  them  to  make  their  selec- 
tions,  so  as  to  avcnd  collision  with  settlers  entitled  to  the  rights  of  pre-emp- 
tion, and  to  conform  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  might  be  given  from 
the  General  Land  Office;  to  examine  the  lands  with  care,  and  affix  tocajch 
{parcel  a  value,  together  with  a  brief  description  of  the  soil,  waterttimber. 
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&;c.,  and  transmit  lists  thereof  to  me  to  enable  me  to  lay  the  same  befon 
the  General  Assembly. 

I  ascertained  that  from  the  half  million  of  acres  granted  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  4ih  of  September,  1841,  there  was  to  be  deducted 
289,867  15  100  acres,  granted  to  the  State  for  the  construction  of  the  Illi- 
nois and  Michigan.  Canal,  leaving  210,132  85-100  acres  to  be  selected  for 
other  purposes.  Nine  sections,  however,  of  the  canal  grant  remained  to 
be  selected  in  lieu  of  a  like  quantity  which  had  been  inadvertantly  sold 
by  the  United  States.  And  I  deemed  it  an  opportune  occasion  to  further 
instruct  the  agents  to  select  these  nine  sections,  and  also  seven  sectioni 
which  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  had  reported  as  remaining  to  com- 
plete the  grant  made  by  Corigress  of  thirty-six  sections  by  the  act  of  the 
;8th  April,  1818. 

On  the  2d  of  May  last,  the  Connmissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
issued  a  circular  to  the  registers  of  the  land  offices,  containing  instruc- 
tions for  the  observance  of  the  registers  and  agents  in  regard  to  the  mode 
of  selecting  and  reporting  the  parcels  of  land,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with enclosed. 

A  letter  addressed  by  the  acting  commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  one  of  the  agents,  dated  on  the  1st  of  June  last,  in  regard  to  the 
nine  sections  of  canal  lands  and  the  remaining  sections  of  seminary  land, 
was  received,  stating  that  the  nine  sections  of  can»'l  land  could  not  be  se- 
lected until  further  ligi&lation  should  be  had  thereon  by  Congress,  and  thtt 
twenty-nine  sections  of  the  seminary  lands  had  heext  patented,  leaving 
one  section  selected  some  years  ago  in  the  Palestine  district  unpatented, 
and  six  other  sections  to  be  selected  and  patented  to  complete  the  semi- 
nary gr<int.  ' 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress  an  act  passed  authorizing  the  selection 
of  the  nine  sections  of  canal  lands,  and  1  immediately  directed  the  agents 
to  make  the  selections  in  the  Dixon  ditntrict. 

Ne!;r  the  close  of  my  executive  duties,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session;  I  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  lists  of 
land  selected  in  the  Chicago  and  Danville  districts,  with  a  remark  that 
the  agents  in  the  Dixon  district  had  not  been  able  to  complete  their  r^ 
port,  in  consequence  of  a  misfortune.  Since  that  time,  however,  1  havt 
seen  their  report  laid  by  you  before  the  House  of  Representatives;  from 
which,  together  with  those  reported  by  me,  1  have  drawn  out,  with  the 
assistance  of  one  of  the  agents,  a  synopsis  marked  A,  B,  and  C,  which  1 
herewith  enclose,  together  with  sundry  other  papers  connected  with  the 
subject 

As  there  was  no  appropriation  made  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the 
agents,  I  drew  upon  the  contingent  fund,  and  the  accounts  are  rendered 
to  the  Auditors  office.  THO.  CARLIN. 


Cojty  of  original  insimclions  to  agents  to  select  State  lands. 

QmNCY,  May  2//,  1842. 
The  agents  appointed  to   select   and   locate  the  lands  granted  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  will  arninge  themselves  into   parties  of  three  each,  and 
make  such   division  of  the  regions  of  country   to  be  examined  as  they 
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may  agree  upon.  Thejr  will  correspond  with  each  other  as  frequently 
as  occasion  will  require,  or  an  opportunity  aflbrd,  in  regard  to  their  ope* 
rations,  and  also  to  me. 

They  will  be  governed  by  the  laws  making  the  grants,  and  ^^uch  regula* 
tions  as  ^re  established  by  the  United  Stales  for  the  guide  of  the  registers 
and  receivers  of  public  moneys  in  the  respective  land  districts^  especially 
HS  regards  the  right  of  pre-emption. 

I'he  quantities  of  lands  to  be  selected  and  located  are  to  be  as  follows: 

210,13*2  8.3-100  acres  estimated  by  the  commissioner  of  the  General 
L-nd  Office  in  his  IcUer  to  the  Hon.  R.  M.  Young,  dated  30th  Dec, 
1841,  HS  the  residue  due  the  Slate  after  deducting '2^9,807  15100  acres, 
reserved  for  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  ft  appears,  however,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,, dated  21st 
March,  184*2,  that  there  has  been  231  sections  of  canal  lands  selected 
and  approved  by  the  President,  5th  March,  1830 — 240  sections  for  the 
same  object,  approved  2l8t  May,  1830,  making  the  quantity  selected 
and  approved  -  -  -  -  284,758  08100 

^ine  sections  remain  to  be  selected  lo  complete  the 
grant  for  the  canal  in  lieu  of  a  like  number 
heretofore  selected  but  inadvertantly  sold,  estimated       5^758  15-100 

Total  of  the  canal  grant         -  -  .  289,867  15-100 

Seven  sections  to  complete  the  quantity  of  seminary  land  granted  by 
the  act  o^  Congress  in  1818,  (See  Auditor's  report  session  acts  1838-^9, 
pa^e  30J.)  This  land  may  be  selected  and  located  in  tracts  of  not  less 
than  Sti^icrcs  ench;  and  mu«t  be  distinctly  reported. 

Each  party  will,  at  the  time  of  making  the  selections  and  location, 
affix  a  valuation  of  each  tract,  accompanied  with  a  brief  descrfption  of 
the  quality  of  the  soil,  prairie,  timber,  water,  &c^  and  embrace  the 
same  in  their  report  to  me,  to  enable  me  to  lay  the  same,  if  required, 
before  the  General  Assembly. 

Kach  agent  may  remit  to  me  his  written  application  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars  to  meet  requisite  outfits  and  expenditures  in 
the  service,  for  which  he  will  receive  warrants  from  the  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,  out  of  the  State  contingent  fund,  to  be  forwarded  to  him  at 
such  place  as  he  shall  designate,  and  for  which  be  will  be  charged  in  ac- 
counL 

THO.  CARLIN. 


Copy  of  original  instructions  to  agents  to  sefed  State  lands. 

QuiNCY,  il/av2r/,  1842. 
Thea;rents  appointed  to  select  the  lands  granted  by  the  United  States 
to  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled 
**An  act  to  appt^priate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and 
grant  pre-emptions,"  approved  September  fourth,  1^41,  and  the  act  to 
authorise  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Arkansas,  and  Mi:«souri, 
to  cause  to  be  selected  the  lands  therein  mentioned, approved  March  19, 
184*2,  wilU  as  soon  as  each  party  of  three,  into  which  they  are  divided, 
shall  have  determined  upon  any  portion  of  the  selections  by  them  made 
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gire  a  written  notice  and  description'  thereof  to  the  register  of  the  land 
office  of  the  United  States  in  which  such  selected  lands  may  lie,  with  a 
request  that  the  same  shall  be  reserved  from  sale  from  the  time  of  making 
their  report  to  him,  and  the  agents  making  the  selections  as  aforesaid, 
will  report  as  earljr  as  may  be  to  the  Governor,  at  this  place,  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  lands  they  shM  reijuest  to  be  reserved  from  sale  by  the  said 
register. 

THO.  CARLIN, 


Circular  to  regUtert  tf  JJnittd  States  land  offices. 

General  Land  OFPioE,Jlfa^  2</,  1842. 

Sir:  Under  the  provisions  of  the  8th  section  of  the  act  approved  oo 
the  4th  September,  1841,  entitled  '^An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  oi  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre*emption  rights,^  the  State 
of  Illinois  is  entitled  to  select  the  quantity  of  21U,i3:t  85-100  acres  of  on- 
appropriated  public  land,  to  complete,  in  addition  to  the  quantity  of2S9,- 
867  15-100  acres  heretofore  selected,  the  Quantity  of  five  hundred  thou- 
smd  acres  granted  to  that  State  by  the  aforesaid  act  for  purposes  of  in- 
ternal improvement 

In  order  to  eficct  the  due  execution  of  the  law,  I  have,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  enjoin  on  you  the  rigid 
observance  of  the  following  instructions: 

In  making  these  selections,  it  is  expected  that  the  State  autlioritiei 
will  observe  the  precaution  of  causing  all  the  preliminary  examfhations 
to  be  made  by  their  duly  authorised  agents,  necessary  to  arrive  atce^ 
tainty  ^  to  the  fact  that  none  of  the  particular  tracts  of  land  selected 
by  them  are  or  can  be  claimed  as  pre-emption  rights  in  virtue  of  the  act 
aforesaid,  or  of  any  prior  pre-emption  law,  Otherwise  such  interference 
will  nullify  the  selections. 

In  case  the  selecting  agents  should  be  remiss  in  making  such  indispen- 
sable preliminary  examinations,  much  subsequent  embarrassment  and 
delay  must  result  in  adjusting  the  claim  of  the  State. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  State  authorities  will  make  it  a  duty  ab« 
solutely  indispensable  on  the  selecting  agents,  to  visit  in  person  everj 
tract  of  land  desired  to  be  selected,  and  thereby  ascertain,  beyond  doubt, 
whether  or  not  a  pre-emption  claim  can  be  alleged  to  the  same,  and  reg- 
ulate their  proceedings  accordingly. 

From  time  to  time,  as  the  selecting  agents  shall  make  reports  to  jon  of 
the  lands  selected,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  note  the  same  in  a  distinct  nod 
neat  manner  on  i\\etraci  books  and  nrnps^  in  red  ink;  and  also  to  maJcea 
record  book,  suitably  arranged  into  columns,  wherein  you  are  to  register 
all  the  lists  that  may  be  filed  in  your  office,  and  transmit  a  copy  of 
each  to  this  office,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  receive  them. 

These  lists  are  to  be  numbered  in  a  regular  series.  So  soon  as  a  list  of 
tracts  so  selected  is  received  at  your  office,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  ex- 
amine the  same,  and  compare  it  with  your  books  and  with  the  ^declara- 
tory statements,"  filed  under  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841;  and  in  case 
of  conflict  arising  with  an  alleged  pre-emption  claim,  you  willimmedi- 
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ately  advise  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  the  fact,  and  furnish  similar 
advice  U>  this  office. 

The  law  provides  that  the  locations  shall  be  made  *^in  parcels  cpnfor- 
mably  to  sectional  divisions  and  sub-divisions  of  not  less  than  three  hua- 
dred  and  twentj  acres  in  any  one  locatjon»oa  anj  public  land,  except 
8uch\as  is  or  may  oe  reserved  from  sale  by  any  law  of  Congress  or  pro- 
clamation of  the  President  of  the  United'  States^  which  said  locations 
may  be  made  at  any  time  after  the  lands  of  the  United  States  in  said 
States  respectively  shall  have  been  surveyed  according  to  existing  laws* 

Each  of  the  selections  made  by  the  locating  agent  should  indicate  the 
day  when  actually  ma^e,  so  as  to  enable  this  office  to  determine  between 
such  selection  and  a  pre-emption  claim  under  act  of  4th  September,  1841| 
which  bhall  refer  to  the  date  ol  Settlement. 

Each  parcel  may  be  formed  in  any  of  tlie  following  modes:— 

The  east,  west,  north,  or  south  half  of  a  section: — 

Two  contiguous  quarters  of  different  sections; 

Four  contiguous  half  quarters  oi  different  sections. 

The  half  quarters  are  to  be  those  designated  as  east  or  v)est  half  quar* 
ters,  as  contemplated  by  the  general  law  making  provision  for  the  sale  of 
the  pubP.c  lands,  passed  on  ^th  April,  lh20,  admitting  of  the  sub-divis* 
ion  of  quarter  sections  only  by  a  line  running  north  and  south. 

(The  mode  of  sub-division  into  quarter  quarters  of  a  section  is  not  appli* 
cable  to  the  act  of  4th  September,  184i»  inasmuch  as  it  is  warranted  by 
the  act  of  5th  April,  1832,  only  in  reference  to  the  peculiar  kind  of  cases 
referred  to  in  the  latter  act.) 

A  detached  fractional  section  containing  throe  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  or  a  greater  quantity,  can  be  located;  but  when  a  fractional-section 
contain!  kss  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  it  can  only  be  taken 
in  lieu  of  that  quantity,  unless  it  be  contijguous  to  some  other  body  of 
selections,  which,  with  such  fractional  section,  shall  constitute  not  less 
than  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

Any  number  of  contiguous  subdi visions  of  a  fractional  section,  to- 
gether constituting  the  quantity  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  ac* 
cording  to  the  Surveyor  General's  plat,  may  be  selected. 

An  island,  containing  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, or  upwards,  may 
be  taken;  but  if  the  island  contains  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty 
aicres,  it  can  only  be  taken  in  lieu  of  that  quantity. 

Annexed  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  2d  December  last,  in  reply  to  certain  inquiries  propoun* 
ded  Ity  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  relative  to  the  construction  of  the  8th 
section  of  the  act  of  4th  September,  1841,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  afore* 
said  section,  and  a  copy  of  the  act  approved  i9th  March,  1842,  entitled 
*^An  act  to  authorise  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Arkansas, 
and  Missouri,  to  cause  to  be  selected  the  lands  therein  mentioned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  HUNTINGTON. 
Commissioner. 
The  register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
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Genbral  Land  Office^ 
December  2,  1841. 
Sir:  I  have  examined  the  question  raised  in  the  letter  of  Governor 
Yell,  of  Arkansas,  addressed  to  you  under  date  of  3d  November,  and  re- 
ferred to  this  office,  in  relation  to  I  fie  construction  of  the  9th  (I  presume 
he  means  the  8th,)  section  of  .the  distribution  act,  authorising  the  loca- 
tion of  500,000  acres  of  land  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States 
mentioned  in  the  1st  section  bf  the  act.  As  the  grant  to  the  States  is 
not  one  in  prcBsenti^  but  dependent  upon  th6  subsequent  action  of  the 
Legislatures  of  the  respective  States;  and  inasmuch,  also,  as  the  10th 
section  of  the  same  act  grants  to  certain  persons  therein  named,  the  right 
to  enter,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  land  settled 
upcn  and  improved  by  them,  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  States  have  no 
right  to  select  any  land  to  which  a  valid  pie-emption  rig  .t  exists  under 
any  of  the  existing  laws  of  Congress  at  the  time  of  such  selectioA  by  tkt 
Stale^  nor  to  any  land  whioh,  .it  the  date  of  the  law  was^  or  which,  prior 
to  such  selection  by  the  State,  may  be  reserved  by  any  subsequent  law 
of  Congress,  or  proclamation  of  the  President  of  ihe  United  States. 
Such  selections  also  must  of  course  be  confined  to  lands  which  at  the 
time  of  selection  "have  been  surveyed  .tccording  to  existing  laws.**  The 
particular  ground  of  doubt  in  the  construction  of  the  section  referred 
to,  is  not  disclosed  in  the  letter  of  Governor  Yell;  but  I  presume  that  the 
opinion  I  have  expressed  will  embrace  the  question  intended  to  be  raised. 
1  am,  with  great  respect,  jour  obedient  servant, 

E.  M,  HUNTINGTON. 

,  Commissioner^ 
Hon.  W.  Forward, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
P.  S.  The  letter  of  Governor  Yell  is  herewith  returned. 


Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  there  shall  be  granted  to  eacli 
State  specified  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  land,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement;  Providedf  That  to  each 
of  the  said  Sta|es  which  has  already  received  grants  for  said  purposes, 
there  is  hereby  granted  no  more  than  a  quantity  of  land  which  shall,  to- 
gether with  the  amount  such  State  has  already  received  as  aforesaid,  make 
five  hundred  thousand  acres;  the  selections  in  all  of  the  said  States  to  be 
made  within  their   limits,  respectively,  in  such  manner  as  the  i^egisla- 
tures  thereof  shall  diccct,  tod  located  in  parcels,  conformably  to  sectional 
divisions  and  sub-divistons,  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  any  one  location,  on  any  public  land,  except  such  as  is  or  may 
be  reserved  from  sale  by  any  law  of  Congress,  or  proclamation  of  ilic 
President  of  the  United  States;  which  said  locations  may  be  made  at  anj 
time  after  the  lands  of  the  United  States   in  said  States,  respectively, 
shall  have  [been]  surveyed  according  to  existing  laws.     And  there  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  each  new  State  that  shall  be  hereafter  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  upon  such  admission,  so  much  land  as,  incJu* 
ding  such  quantity  as  may  have  been  granted  to  such  State  before  its  ad* 
austtion,  and  while  under  a  Territorial  government,  for  purposes  of  inter- 
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nal  improvement  as  aforesaid,  as  shall  mnke  five  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  lomd,  to  be  selected  and  located  as  aforesaid.  ' 


AN  ACT  to  aQtborise  tbb  6o?ernort  of  the  Statea  of  Illinoia,  Arkansas,  and  Miaeouri, 
to  cause  to  be  selectftl  the  lauds  therein  meutiuned. 

Be  U  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  so  much  of  the.  eighth  sec- 
tion  of  the  act  entitled '^An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands«  and  to  grant  pre-emptions,"  approved  September 
four,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one,  as  provides  that  the  se- 
lections of  the  grants  of  land  made  to  the  several  States  therein  men- 
tioned, for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  shall  be  made,  respec- 
tively, in  such  manner  as  the  Legislatures  thereof  shall  direct,  is  so  far 
moditied  as  to  authorise  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  Illinois,  Arkansas, 
and  Missouri,  to  cause  the  selections  to  be  made  for  those  States  without 
the  necessity  of  convening  the  Legislature  thereof  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  March  19,  1842. 


(A.) 

A  SYNOPSIS  of  tlie  parcel  of  land  selected  for  the  State  of  Illinois  ac- 
cording to  the  profoisions  of  the  act  of  Congress^  passed  on  the  4th  day  of 
September^  1841,  and  Uu  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  I9th  March^  1842, 
atid  of  the  eMimated  value  thereof.  i 


Land  District. 

No.  Acres 
k  pans. 

Esiimated 
▼aloe. 

Total   apjn'e- 
gate  value. 

CLIeaco,     -           -           .           . 
DanvUle,    -           -           -           - 
Dixon,        .... 

88,657  57-100 
43,504  19*100 
78,lb9  73.100 

$357J99  18 
169,858  13 
417,518  05 

$944,575  3!( 

' 

310,351  40-100 
?I0,132'85  100 

1944,575  35 

Dedact  - 

Residue  after  deducting  cauai 

IflDds. 

Excess  selected, 

3I8  54.:00 

[400]  3 

(B.) 

A  SYNOPSIS  of  the  lands  granted  bv  the  act  of  Congress^  appmed  &p- 
temberAtk^  1841,  to  the  StaU  of  lUinoii. 

Acres. 
Amount  graQted,  .....     ^^'***^--,^. 

Deduct  amount  for  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal,        -     289,867  15-100 

Leaving  to  be  selected  for  other  purposes  •        •     210,132  85-100 

NoTB.— Of  the  289,867  15-100  acre*  for  oanal  purposet,  nine  teetioos  are  telaoiBd 
in  the  DixoD  diatriot  in  lieo  of  those  inadvertentijr  eoid  by  t^ie  Uoiied  States  near  the 
oanal  line,  which  contain  5,755  26-100  acres,  situate  in  Winnebago  county.] 


(C.) 


A  SYNOPSIS  of  land  granted  by  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  April  18, 
1818,  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  Seminan/  purposes. 


Amount  granted  hj  act  of  April  18, 1818, 
Deduct  amount  patented  -   ' 


Deduct  one  section  selected  in  Palestine  district 
not  patented. 


Selected  in  Chicago  district  3  sections  • 

**         Danviiie      ,**        1        **     . 

**         Dixon  **        3bfsec.  - 

Leaving  one-half  section  to  be  selected,  but  die  quantity  will  be  ex- 
cessive. 


Sec. 
36 
29 

Acreu 
33,040 
18,560 

"t 

4,480 

1 

[640 

6^ 

r 
It 

1,1)20 
640 
1,911  29-iOO 

II.I.IK0I8)  H.  R.  5*2^^  Annfsm, 


ois) 


Lrois.    \  '  (  1«T  Si 

RflPORT 

Of  TB^ 

SELECT   COMJMLITTEE, 

Of  the  Howe^  on  the  eubjeel  qf  the  Cumberland  Ro^  in  lUinoiBf 


SIOM. 


FRBRUARY  ^,  1843. 
Read  aii<l  liiid  ou  the  table. 


Mr.  D0U6HBRTY,  of  Clark  county,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  appointed  and 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rescinding  or  repealing  the  * 
several  memori»ils  and  resolutions  heretofore  passed  by  the  General  As* 
sembly  in  regar  I  to  the  location  and  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
rocd  in  this  State  west  of  Vandal  la^  have,  according  to  order,  had  the 
•abject  under  consideration  and  respectfully  report* 

That  it  appears  from  the  printed  journals  of  the  General  Assembly, 
Commencing  on  the  first  Monday  oi  December,  1830,  that  the  subject 
Was  brought  before  the  Legislature  by  petitions  laid  before  it,  principally 
from  the  citizens  of  iMadison  county,  manifesting  a  strong  desire  to  change 
the  route  from  Vandalia  so  as  to  intersect  the  Mississippi  river  at  Alton, 
instead  of  the  two  routes  which  had  been  previously  examined  and  report- 
ed by  the  locating  commissioner,  one  by  the  way  of  Portage  de  Sioux  and 
the  other  by  wav  of  St.  Louis  to  JeflTerson  City,  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  "State  of  Missouri.  It  appears  from  the  journals  that  there  was 
considerable  disagree^.ent  between  the  two  Houses  in  coming  to  any 
conclusion  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  finally  submitted  to  a  committee  of 
conference,  who  reported  on  the  28th  January,  1831,  a  prenmble  and 
resolutions  which  were  adopted  by  both  Houses,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
^Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  by  their  several  acts  for  the 
admission  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  into  the 
Union  upon  an  equal  footingwith  the  original  States^d^d  set  apart  two- 
-fifths  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  all  the  lands  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  States,  and  which  should  be  sold  by  Congress  from 
and  after  the  admission  of  said  States  into  the  Union,  as  a  fund  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  Congress  in  making  roads  to  the  said  States: 
and  that  Congress  has  subsequently  passed  several  acts  and  appropriated 
large  sums  of  money  arising  from  said  fund  for  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  load  to  and  through  all  of  the  said  States,  with  their  consent^ 
to  the  permanent  seat  of  government  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  that 
the  said  road  has  been  located  and  partially  ijpiproved  as  far  as  Yaadalia 
3tt 
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in  ibis  State,  and  has  not  been  permanently  located  between  Vandaiia 
and  Jefferson  city;  and  that  the  people  of  this  State  feel  a  deep  interest 
in  such  location  of  the  said  road  as  wiil  be  of  the  greatest  utility  and  ben- 
efit to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  this  State  in  particular;  and 
as  it  never  can  tend  either  to  the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  Union  or 
of  tti^  State  to  carry  the  said  road  further  from  a  direct  line  than  the 
situation  of  the  country  should  imperatively  require,  in  order  to  attain  the 
most  suitable  ground  (and  it  isobviotis  that  to  take  the  road  by  the  city 
of  St.  Louis  would  not  only  be  out  of  the  best  and  most  direct  route,  but 
through  a  mueh  more  sterile  and  barren  country;)  therefore, 

^^Resolved  by  the  People  ^  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in  the  Oen- 
eral  Assembly f  That  (viewing  the  Cumberland  road  as  a  great  national 
work,  tending  to  the  general  benefit  of  the  Union  by  facilitating  the  com- 
munication between  the  eastern  and  western  States,)  our  consent  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  given  to  the  passage  of  the  Cumberland  road  througfa 
the  State  of  Illinois. 

*^Resolvedj  That  our  Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested  and  oar 
Senators  instructed  to  use  their  utmost  exertions  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  requiring  the  said  Cumberland  road  to  pass  through  the  town  of 
Alton,  should  the  same  be  deemed  proper,  if  not,  that  it  be  taken  on  the 
northern  route  as  surveyed  by  the  United  States  engineers." 

It  also  appears  from  the  printed  journals,  commencing  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  Decembeh,  IS34,  that  on  the  28th  January,  1835,  the  subject  was 
again  acted  upon,  and  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed, viz: 

**  Whereas,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
now  in  session,  that  the  route  which  the  National  road  would  pursue  if 
extended  so  as  to  cross  the  Mississippi  at  the  town  of  Alton,  would  be  is 
entire  accordance  with  its  ultimate  destination,  the  capital  of  the  State  of 
Missouri;  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  commercial  and  ag^icultu^ 
al  interests  of  this  State,  and  afiord  to  her  inhabitants  and  those  of  her 
sister  Slates  a  more  direct  and  convenient  chain  of  intercommunication 
than  any  other  route;  and  whereas,  the  passage  of  said  road  across  tiie 
Mississippi  river  at  Su  Louis  would  not  only  be  highly  detrimental  to  the 
prosperity  of  this  State,  but  in  violation  of  her  ju3t  pretensions  of  her 
right  of  sovereignly,  contrary  to  the  avowed  policv  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment and  in  open  defiance  of  the  principles  of  even  handed  justice 
and  impartiality,  which  have  characterized  her  dealings  with  other  States 
in  relation  to  this  matter;  therefore, 

*»Bg  it  enacted  by  the  Gefteral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  HUnoiSf  That  the 
consent  of  the  Suite  of  Illinois  is  given  to  the  General  Government  to 
extend  the  National  road  through  Uie  territory  of  said  State,  so  as  tocrosi 
the  Mississippi  river  at  the  town  of  Alton  in  said  State,  and  at  no  other 
point 

^Hesolvedt  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of 
a  law  authorizing  a  survey  of  the  route  from  Vandaiia  to  Jefierson  city  b/ 
the  way  of  Alton,  and  for  the  continuation  of  the  National  road  upon  said 
route.*' 

The  committee  not  finding  any  other  final  action  of  the  Legislature 
upon  this  subject,  turned  their  attention  to  the  policy  and  action  of  the 
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General  Government  in  relation  to  the  said  road,  so  far  as  the  documen- 
tary proceedings  published  by  the  direction  of  Congress-has  come  to  their 
observation. 

It  is  proposed  to  examine  this  subject  in  a  two  fold  point  of  view.  First, 
is  the  Cumberland  road  a  national  work,  and  entitled  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Government  on  general  principles?  And  secondlyi 
18  the  General  Government  bound  in  <:o(>d  faith  under  the  compticts  with 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  to  complete  this  roadt 

'l^e  answer  to  both  these  questions  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, be  in  the  affirmative,  and  we  will  proceed  to  examine  them  in  the 
order  proposed. 

General  Washington  seems  to  have  seen  that  this  subject  was  one  of 
great  importance  when  he  first  directed  public  attention  to  the  proprict/ 
of  connecting  the  Ciistern  and  western  sections  of  the  country  by  aitiHcial 
works,  and  thereby  strengthening  the  Union  by  free  and  easy  means  ol 
frequent  in  ten  ourse.  Mr.  Jefferson,  under  whose  immediate  auspices  the 
road  was  surveyed  and  commenced,  and  his  successors,  took  the  8;ime  lib- 
eral national  view  of  the  subject;  so  far  from  its  having  lost  any  portion 
of  its  national  character  as  it  progressed,  it  deems  to  the  committee  to  have 
sasttiined  its  national  character  in  every  respect.  The  promise  to  the  west 
was  made  th;lt  this  work  should  be  made;  the  public  lands  were  purchased 
and  settled  by  our  citizens  in  faith  of  its  construction;  the  work  pro* 
gressed  under  every  administration  and  political  party  without  even  a  con- 
stitutional objection  from  the  strictest  of  that  class  of  politicians  who 
Uinit  to  the  greatest  exte^it  the  powers  of  the  Govcrnnjent.  None  de- 
nied the  propriety  or  right  to  construct  said  roads  to  and  through  the 
public  domain,  and  few  doubted  the  power  to  construct  those  of  a  truly 
national  character,  as  the  Cumberland  road  was  viewed  by  all.  It  was 
viewed^  as  a  great  military  road  for  the  passage  of  our  troops  and  muni> 
tions  of  war — as  a  commercial  road  over  which  the  commerce  between 
the  east  and  west  could  pass  with  facility — as  an  important  thoroughfare 
and  connecting  chain  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi—as a  great  national  post  road  over  which  the  mail  could  be  cirried 
from  and  to  the  capital  of  the  Union  daily.  The  advantages  in  fact  from 
the  completion  of  this  single  work  as  proposed,  would  be  so  extended  and 
ramified  throughout  those  great  divisions  of  our  country,  already  con* 
tnining  so  large  a  portion  of  our  national  population,  and  destined  in  a 
few  generations  to  out  number  the  most  populous  states  of  Europe. 
This  opinion  seems  to  have  been  conceived  in  statesman-like  policy,  and 
are  warranted  by  facts.  President  Jackson,  after  he  had  returned  the 
Maysville  road  bill  with  his  constitutional  objections,  approved  of  the 
appropriation  to  the  Cumberland  road.  Such  has  been  the  continued  uni- 
formity of  action  and  coincidence  of  opinion  of  the  ablest  jurists  and 
most  enlightened  statesmen  of  the  age,  that  the  committee  feel  it  to' be 
unnecessary  to  present  a  constitutional  argument  on  thesubjectof  theab* 
•tract  powers  of  the  Government.  The  committee  is,  therefore,  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  great  national  work  is  entitled  to  the  favourable  consideratioo 
of  Congress,  and  that  it  is  due  to  the  west,  and  is  required  by  every  coq- 
•tderation  of  national  propriety,  expediency,  and  faith,  and  should  be 
completed  to  the  Mississippi  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 
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The  view  already  presented  on  fhis  branch  of  the  subject  would  sicn 
10  make  it  u^necc^^s.•i.^y  to  cx.imiiic  the  of  her  questions  jis  propt»?cd,  but 
as  the  whole  subject  has  been  referred  to  we  will  proceed  to  llie  examin- 
ation of  the  second  proposition: 

•*l8  the  General  (government  bound  in  good  failh  under  the  com|iacu 
with  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  l;l'nois,  and  Midsouri,  to  complete  tiili 
road?" 

Tlie  compacts  and  some  other  matters  connected  with  the  subject,  \nill 
be  laid  down  by  the  committee  as  the  text  from  which  ihey  will  pioccd. 
The  *Merriiory  north-west  of  tijc  Ohio"  compris^ed  the  country  incluticd 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Territory  vi  Wis- 
C4>nsin«  The  ordii»ancc  ol  1787,  among  other  things,  provided  that  tlnrc 
should  not  be  less  than  three  Slates  formed  out  of  this  terril.»ry.  In  tlw 
year  J8U2  the  cjistern  division  was  Ibnned  into  the  independent  Suumf 
Ohio,  and  a  compact  was  entered  into  by  which,  according  to  the  aetol 
March  i5, 1803,  three  of  the  five  percent,  on  tlie  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands  in  that  State  was  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Stale  lor  n»ai^- 
ing  road?  in  the  State  under  the  authority  of  the  State,  mid  two-fifllisto 
be  under  the  direction  of  Congress  in  making  roads  leading  to  and  through 
the  States.  Indiana  came  next  into  the  Union  with  a  like  pi ovi«ion.  llii> 
iioi.s  came  next  into  the  Union  with  a  like  provision;  and  next  came  iMis- 
souri  with  a  similar  provision. 

i'hese  compacts  have  bee  i  referred  t3  in  order  to  present  the  que^iiow 
which  arise  under  them,  and  we  will  proceed  loencjuire  what  was  the  under- 
standing  of  the  Genehil  Government.  Did  the  Government  cmirailio 
make  a  road  leading  to  and  through  tlio>e  States  upon  the  considerations 
expressed  in  the  compacts,  or  did  it  merely  bind  itself  to  expend  twu  \At 
cent,  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  towards  that  object?     If  tlic 

'  first,  then  it  was  bound  to  construct  the  road  whether  the  two  per  ccut. 
reserved  was  fu  .  cient  for  that  purpose  or  not.  If  the  latter,  then  it  be- 
came a  trusilee  to  the  States  to  the  lull  amount  of  the  funds  committed  to 
its  charge,  and  was  lesponsible  lor  a  judicious  expenditure  of  it  in  lliecoO' 
ttruction  oi  the  work. 

The  eommittee  will  briefly  cximine  these  positions;  that  theOovernmcnt 
contracted    to  complete  this  road  to  and  through  the  Stales  named  in  tl»e 

\  compacts,  and  that  such  was  the  original  understanding  of  the  parlies, 
may  be  inferred  hom  the  lolloumg  considcralions: 

It  was  the  original  poli<  y  of  the  Government  as  the  proprietor  of  the 
mosf  of  the  lands  in  thoi^e  Staie>,  uncier  the  circumstances,  and  W4th  the 
motives  to  which  the  committee  ha«  directed  the  attention  of  ih**  Hi»u>e 
in  a  previous  part  of  this  report,  to  have  this  road  coLtinucd  Irom  the  wa- 

■  tei*sof  the  Atlantic  through  these  States.  Such  was  its  iiitcre&tand  such 
the  enlightened  count  ils  that  goveriie*!  its  action  at  that  time.  It  sa^ 
its  nationality — its  op(  raiioM  in  lacilitating  the  sale  and  settlement  of  its 
wild  lands.     And  it   was  not  unmindlul  of  what  was  due  ;o  those  who 

'  periled  their  lives  and  braved  the  hardships  ana  suflering  iucideot  to  the 
settlement  of  a  i  ew  country. 

The  committee  will  observe  that  this  was  not  a  grant  to  aState  of  two  per 
cent,  of  the  sdesof  the  public  landjt,  ttut  a  reservation  by  the  Governniea*.(»f 
that  percent,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road,  running  to  and  thiough 
the  State;  granting  directly  to  the  State  the  thite  per  cent.,  to  be  placed  iu 
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the  custody  of  the  Stale,  subject  to  its  direction^  while  the  formr^r  two  per 
Gctil.  wa^  reserved  hy  the  G  vcniment,  and  held  by  her,  sunjcct  to  hcrown 
action  Jiidopondenl  of  lh<*  States,  except  as  to  the  road  to  be  constructed 
through  the  Slates,  requiring  litcir  ass»eut  so  far  iis  the  right  of  way  was 
'iiivolved.  Ill  the  one  case  the  General  Government  retained  the  funds 
ani  the  power  lo  appropriate  it  lo  such  a  work  as  it  thought  proper;  in 
the  other  it  parted  w»ih  th^  funds  to  tho  States  »nd  retained  no  <tontrol  • 
over  it.  Is  it  to  be  suppo^^ed  for  a  moment  that  the  States  would  have 
cofisintcd  for  the  General  Government  to  have  retained  and  expended 
this  fund  upon  a  work  which  il  might  lay  out  and  project  upon  a  scale  so 
extensive  <»r  so  expensive  as  to  merge  the  whide  funds  and  leave  a  work 
that  would  exhaust  in  its  completion  a  greater  sum  than  the  States  wouid 
h.ive  felt  justified  in  expending  op  any  single  work?  For  let  it  be  remem- 
berctl  that  the  Slates  had  no  say  in  the  direction,  "scale,  or  execution  of 
th«'  work*  It  woul''  have  been  folly  in  the  States  to  have  consented  to 
such  compacts  with  such  an  understanding;  but.it  seems  to  the  commit- 
tee thatsueh  is  not  the  true  construction  of  the  compacts;  this  view  is 
•trengthencd  by  the  lactj  that  the  lands  subject  to  the  operation  oi  the 
compacts  in  the  three  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  alone,  were 
C(»mputed  atone  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  acres;  the  lax  on  this 
qnaiiiity  of  hmd,  which  w«as  relinquL^ih^d  l)y  the  StJites  fcr  five  years, 
Would  have  amounted  to  at  leasi  five  millions  of  dollars.  Thecommiitce, 
therefore,  niaintiiin  that  the  Government  was  bound  by  the  compacts  to 
finish  the  work,  whether  the  two  per  cent,  was  sbfficicni  to  coujplele  it 
or  not. 

Tie  committee*  having  examined  the  powers  and  duty  o^  the  GcLeral 
Govcrnmenl  upon  general  principles  and  under  the  compacts,  will  proceed 
to  "Uhnui  some  remarks  on  its  action  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  road 
\vc!-i  of  Vandalia* 

li  appears  from  ihe  report  of  Joseph  Shriver,  the  locating  commission- 
er, lo  the  Secretary  of  War,  datrd  30ih  January,  1830,  (see  executive 
doruincnt  No.  5!))  that  he  survryed  the  route  from  Vandalia  lo  tSt.  Louis, 
ad  Irom  thence  to  iL**  city  of  Jefferson,  and  made  full  examinations  and 
e-iiJiialesof  ihedi'ilance  and  cost,  that  he  had  also  crossed  the  Missouri  river 
ai  Jeffcrsim  city  and  proceeded  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  after  sundry 
experimental  sujveys,  he  seh-cUd  Portage  Je  Sioux  as  the  best  point  of 
cujssinglhc  Missi?>ippi  river  on  the  poriliern  route.  He  stages  that '*af- 
ter  some  ex<imination  his  attention  was  particularly  drawn  to  two  points, 
Snieluer's  and  the  village  of  Porlajre  de  Sioux,  at  both  of  which  places 
a  lerry  is  established;  \hese  were  (ound  to  l)e  the  best,  and  indeed  the  only  ^ 
practicable  crossmg  places  within  a  considerable  distai.ce;  the  points  lie 
al»out  six  mi'cs  apart;  routes  embracing  either  would  not  materially  differ 
in  disL'nce.  Th**  ground  in  approaching  Portage  de  Sioux  is  chiefly 
above  the  inundations  of  the  river.  To  Smcltzer^s  the  bottom  for  two 
or  three  miles  is  subject  to  deep  and  dangcrr>us  overflow.  On  the  whole, 
considering  the  crossing  at  Portage  de  Sioux  the  best,  it  was  adopted.'' 
The  comnussioner  also  reports  that  he  had,  according  to  the  instructions 
of  ihe  Secretary  of  War,  taken  into  view  '*the  relative  ajvantages  and 
disadvantages  of  each  route  in  reference  to  distances,  nature  of  grounds, 
facilities  of  construction,  number  of  post  offices,  post  towns,  and  amount 
of  population  to  bt  siccommodated,  to  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  and 
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militury  and  commercial  operations,  and  all  other  information  necessary 
to  be  possessed  in  order  to  make  the  most  judicious  selection  of  a  route 
for  said  road. 

The  commissioner  exhibits  three  tables;  the  first  shows  the  southern 
route,  from  Vandnlia  ly  way  of  St.  Louis  to  Jefferson  city,  to  be  177  5  100 
miles,  and  the  northern  route  by  way  of  Portage  dc  Sioux,  to  be  176  17-100 
mile:?,  making  only  88-100  of  a  mile  difference  in  distance;  and  the  second 
table  showing  a  difference  of  only  $11,200  in  the  cost  in  favor  of  the 
northern  route.  The  report  of  the  commissioner  is  of  considerable  length, 
and  the  committee  perceive  in  it  that  very  extensive  researches  have  been 
made  by  thai  officer  to  arrive  *at  a  fair  and  just  conclusion  as  to  the  best 
routes  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  objects  to  be  attained  is  susccp- 
tible. 

The  committee  have  inspected  the  map  of  Brown  and  Bancroft,  com- 
piled from  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  from 
which  it  appears  that  by  drawing  a  right  line  from  Vandalia  to  Jefferson 
city  it  crosses  the  Missisi^ippi  below  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  al>out 
iour  miles  soutli  of  Alton;  hut  as  that  line  would  cross  the  M'ssvUii 
river  between  tlie  mouth  and  Jefferson  ciiy,  the  route  of  the  road  roust 
necessarily  diverge  from  a  right  line,  ^o  as  to  keep  clear  of  the  bottom 
lands  nnd  broken  grounds  near  that  stream,  and  the  commissioner  secmt 
to  have  bestowed  great  pains  in  sdectingthe  most  suitable  ground,  which, 
in  the  opmion  of  the  committee,  are  more  to  be  relied  upon  than  the 
mure  opinion  of  persons  who  have  not  made  a  full  inspection  or  survey  of 
the  route  and  all  the  connecting  circumstances. 

Theicommittec  have  also  examined  the  report  made  by  Maj  C.  A. 
Ogdcn,  to  the  War  Departnr.ont,  of  his  survey  and  estimates  made  in  the 
year  1839,  from  Van  alia  to  Jefferson  cily  by  way  of  St.  Louis,  and  his 
remarks  on  the  northern  route;  but  ns  the  report  is  mostly  tabular  and  of 
considerable  length  they  decline  making  any  remarks  upon  it,  as  it  mainly 
is  based  upon  the  St  Louis  route. 

Tne  committee,  having  extended  their  remarks  to  a  greater  length  than 
would  seem  to  be  required,  only  remark  in  conclusion  that  they  were  in- 
duced to  do  so  to  piesentth'2  reasons  which  influence  them  lo  consider 
that  the  subject  is  of  a  national  character  in  which  they  deem  it  impn^p- 
er  for  any  of  the  States  concerned  to  inter/ere  in  a  restrictive  manner,  oa 
the  ground  of  any  local  consideration  of  interest,  but  leave  the  Geneinl 
Government  to  its  free  and  untrammelled  action,  without  such  legislative 
interference,  except  its  consent  to  the  construction  ol  the  road  thiough  iis 
territory  and  offering  it  the  means  of  the  right  of  way  through  the  lands 
of  individual  claimants,  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  by  law  for  Siaie 
roads. 

Your  committee,  however,  while  they  deprecate  restrictive  measures 
on  the  part  of  our  State,  concerning  this  road,  are  of  opinion  that  the 
State  has  an  undoubted  right  to  express  her  preferent  e  for  a  particular 
route,  and  that  itis  not  only  the  right  but  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to 
instruct  their  representation  in  Congress  to  use  their  best  exertions  to 
procure  a  survt^y  of  a  particular  route,  and  the  locntion  of  it  at  a  paitic- 
ular  place,  if  in  their  wisdom  such  route  seems  to  be  preferable. 

From  the  action  of  previous  legislatures  it  is  evident  that  Alton  hn% 
been  considered  a  yery  eligible  point  to  take  the  National  road  to,  and 
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your  committee  feel  not  inclined  to  difTer  from  opinions  so  decidedly  ex- 
pressed by  the   representatives  of  our  sovereign  people. 

Entertaining  these  views,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  former 
resolutions,  passed  by  the  General  A5tsembly  of  Illinois,  restricting  the 
General  Government  to  a  particular  route,  and  denying  the  right  of  way 
to  the  Genenil  Groyernmcnt,  unless  Alton  were  made  the  point  of  termin- 
ation of  the  National  road,  be  res^'iaded,  and  that  the  resolutions  merely 
recommending  Alton  as  a  favorable  point,  and  instructing  our  Senators 
and  requcstine^  our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  a  law  locating 
the  said  road  to  Alton,  be  concurred  in  by  this  House,  and  your  commit- 
tee ofier  the  accompanying  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  out  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives requested  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  an  appropriation 
of  $(00,000  for  each  or  the  Stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  to  be 
appropriated  upon  the  Cumberland  road. 


Il.LI1fOU) 

Leois.     ] 

H.  R. 
REPORT 

;  13th  AflSBM. 
1st  Session. 

OF  THB 

« 

SELECT   COMMITTEE, 


To  tohom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  physicians  of  Shaumeetownf 
praying  for  the  passage  rf  a  law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine* 


FEBRUARY  34,  1843, 
Head  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Bfr.  AHDEttioN,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  f 
made  the  following  z 

REPORT: 

The  sele^Tt  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  phy- 
sieians  of  Shawneetown  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  regulating  the 
practice  of  medicine,  &c.  beg  leave  to  report. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  public  good  !s  so  blended 
with  the  medical  profession  that  the  one  cannot  be  promoted  without  ad- 
vancing the  other. 

Medicine  is  a  lilyeral  profession;  and  is  equally,  with  any  other  profes- 
sion, dependent  upon  the  promotion  of  science;  and  especially  upon  the 
various  departments  of  natural  science  it  is  much  more  dependent  than 
any  other  profession. 

That  the  learning  of  every,  scientific  man  is  a  benefit  to  the  public  as 
well  as  to  himself  is  a  truth  so  obvious  as  scarcely  to  need  remark.  The* 
learning  of  physicians  has  its  influence  diffused  over  the  whole  communi-* 
ty  more  directly  than  that  of  almost  any  other  class  of  men.  Their  busi- 
ness brings  them  into  immediate  intercourse  with  every  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race,  atid  under  circumstances  favorable  to  the  exertion  of  a  power- 
ful influence,  whether  that  influence  be  for  good  or  for  evil.  There  is  a 
sort  of  universality  to  the  profesision  which  Selongs  to  no  other. 

Every  village  has  its  physician;  and  he  has  direct  access  to  every  fam- 
ily and  every  individual  in  it.  Were  his  knowledge  there'ore  of  the 
most  abstract  kind,  there  wo'jid  be  no  part  of  the  community  to  which  it 
would  not  be^a  matter  of  strong  interest  that  the  profession  should- be 
learned  and  respectable. 

The  physici&n,  if  he  is  pr6perlv  educated  to  hi^  pibfcssion,  must  be  fa-  ^ 
lliillar  with  many  partis  of  natural  philosophy,  with  natural  history,  ana-  ' 
tomy,  physiology,  botany,  chemistry  Ac,  as  well   as  with  many  other 
branches  of  learning  wliich  more  immediately  connect  themselves  with 
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the  science  of  life  and  tlie  knowledge  of  diseases.  If  we  except  those 
whose  province  ii  is  to  teach  those  branches  of  knowledge,  physicians  are 
almost  the  only  men  among  us  who  cultivate  them. 

The  knowledge  of  the  physician,  upon  which  of  course  all  his  skill  is 
founde(l,  is  chiefly  made  up  of  branches  of  learning,  of  which  ail  other 
Dieti,  however  learned  in  other  respects,  are  profoundly  ignorant.  It  ne- 
cessarily follows  that  none  but  a  physician  can  judge  of  a  physician's  fit- 
ness to  practice.  This  remark  is  partly  true  in  the  other  professions,  bat 
it  is  so  in  this  in  a  peculiar  and  exclusive  ^ense. 

In  order  therefore  to  secure  an  elevated  standard  of  professional  at^ 
tainment,  to  excite  and  concentrate  the  energies  of  physicians,  and  to  af- 
ford them  facilities  for  bringing  together  and  publishing  the  results  of 
their  observations  and  inquiries,  and  thus  add  to  the  stoclc  of  knowledge 
in  the  scientific  world,  your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  Ae 
organization  of  a  State  medical  society.  In  many  of  the  States  there  is  at 
least  one  medical  school,  and  in  mo»t  of  them  a  medical  society  incorpon- 
ted  with  powers  and  privileges  varying  more  or  less  m  each  particular 
case.  But  upon  all  of  them  is  laid  the  obligation,  and  in  some  cases 
]under  the  sanction  of  severe  penalty,  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  the 
community  against  the  introduction  ofuneducated  practitioners  of  medicine. 

In  most  of  the  European  goyernmepts,  and  in  many,  of  the  States  in 
this  Union,  physicians  are  exempted  from  the  obligation  to  nerforro  road 
labor,  from  serving  as  jurors,  and  from  enrolment  m  the  militia.  These 
privileges  have  been  granted  not  as  a  bounty  conferred  upon  a  favored 
class  oh  men,  but  either  as  facilities  indispensible  to  a  regular  performaace 
of  their  professional  duties,  or  as  an  equivalent  for  the  benefits  which  tbe 
community  derive  from  their  services. 

The  medical  profession  of  Illinois  do  not  ask  to  be  exempted  from  sodi 
obligations,  they  solicit  no  monopoly  or  exclusive  privilege.  Your  com- 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  no  prohibitions  and  penalties  will  ever  protect 
the  community  against  unworthy  and  unskilful  practitioners;  on  toe  cop* 
trary,  they  seem  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  mass  of  the  people  ia 
those  who  rely  upon  them  fpr  protection,  while  they  awaken  a  sympatfa; 
for  those  who  are  proscribed  by  them.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that  to 
the  medical,  as  well  as  the  law  profession,  should  belong  the  office  of  fixing 
the  standard  of  qualifications  of  its  prac  itioners,  ana  this  can  onlj  be 
done  through  the  medium  ot  organizcii  societies,  or  rather  through  the  ip* 
fiuence  which  they  are  made  to  exert  on  public  opinion.  Your  commit- 
tee do  not  propose  to  shut  out  uneducated  practitioners  from  the '  pro* 
fession  by  compulsion  and  penalties;  they  only  propose  to  deter  tbem 
from  entering  it,  simply  by  withholding  from  them  the  countenance  and 
encouragement  of  those  already  in  the  profession.  Opposition  begat> 
curiosity  and    curiosity  will  be  gratified  regardless  of  consequences. 

Your  committee  are  awa;-e  that  many  individuals  who  are  the  opei 
and  avowed  advocates  of  quackery,  require  our  pity  as  much  as  they  de- 
aerve  our  censure.  Their  minds  are  so  perverted,  that  they  esteem  no- 
thing as  valuable  which  has  tangibility.  To  be  deserving  of  consideratioot 
it  must  (like  Millerism)  act  upon  their  understandings  through  the 
eye  of  faith.  Write  them  a  prescription,  plain  and  simple  to  common 
minds,  and  they  reject  it  as  useless.  Throw  over  it  the  veil  of  sccrecyt 
and  its  charm  becomes  irresistible. 
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It  would  sc^m  to  be  a  very  general  belief,  that  phyricians  accumulate 
easily  and  rapidly  this  world's  good?,  or  that  they  can  live  upon  their 
«>od  deeds.  This  belief,  however,  is  not  the  ofTspring  of  sober  reflection. 
jThe  bills  of  the  merclutnt,  the  mechanic,  the  lawyer,  and  ev^n  the  prin- 
ter, are  all  paid  before  those  of  the  doctor. 

For  many  years  the  physician,  during  his  preparatory  studies  is  com- 
pelled to  make  constant  and  large  expenditures)  without  one  source  of 
professional  income,  while  those  engaged  in  other  pursuits,  are  compen- 
aated,  more  or  less,  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  their  services. 

Physicians  though  suffering  themselves  from  want,  are  always  expec- 
ted to  give.  Neither  the  darkness  of  the  Ught  nor  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,,  prevents  them  from  going  fortn  to  the  relief  of  suffering  hu- 
■lanity.  There  are  none  who  do  not  claim  a  share  in  their  sympathies. 
Constantly  are  they  administering  to  poor  and  distressed  individuals  who 
are  not  able  to  pay  their  bills.  They  bestow  gratuitously  what,  if  coun- 
ted in  the  purse,  would  make  them  rich.  And  as  it  is  the  grand  aim  of 
physicians  amidst  their  exertions,  their  privations,  and  their  deep-felt  soli- 
citude, to  interchange  ideVs,  to  profit  by  each  others  experience,  and  to 
associate  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a  fund  of  use- 
ful knowledge,  for  the  benefit  of  community,  your  committee  hve  of 
the  opinion  tnat  it  would  be  an  act  of  the  grossest  injustice  to  withhold 
from  them  the  facilities  which  have  been  afforded  to  other  learned  pro- 
fessions by  legislative  enactment  In  pui*suance  of  the  views  thus  en- 
tertained by  your  committee,  they  beg  leave  to  present  the  accompanying 

un. 


Ilunois)                                      H.  R.  (ISth  Asbbm« 

.  Lrois.    \  — "^ jlsT  Skssiow. 


MES^^AGE 


FROM 


THE  GOVERNOR, 


Enclosing  the  resignation  of  James  Shields^  Msq^  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 

counts* 


FEBRUARY  27,   1843. 
Read  and  IhiU  on  the  tabJe. 


ExETfrnvE  Department, 

Springfield^  February  27,  1843. 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the  en- 
closed resignation  of  James  Shields,  Esq.,  oi  the  office  of  Auditor  of  Pui> 
lie  Accounts. 

THOiMAS  FORD. 


SpringpibIiD,  February  27,  1843. 
His  Excelkney  Thomas  Ford,  Gacernor  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  resignation  as  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 
counts, to  take  eiTect  so  soon  as  the  present  General  Assembly  may  find  it 
convenient  to  appoint  another.  1  have  purposely  postf)oned  this  matter 
until  now  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  which  might  otherwise  resuU  to  ihe 
public  from  the  appointment  oi  an  individual  unacquainted  perhaps  with 
the  duties  of  the  office,  at  a  time  when,  owing  to  the  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, these  duties  are  necessarily  intricate  and  laborious.  This  hibor  I 
have  cheerfully  performed,  aud  1  think  1  can  venture  to  say  further,  that 
since  my  first  appointment  to  the  trust  which  1  am  now  about  to  resign, 
I  have  bent  the  energies  of  my  mind  to  the  advancement  of  s^uch  measures 
as  I  considered  esseniiul  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  my  adopted 
State.  It  is  true  that  in  prosecuting  thc^  measures  1  found  it  necessary 
on  more  than  one  occasion  to  pursue  a  course  of  policy  in  relation  to  the 
reveuue  and  the  banks,  which  created  at  the  time,  amnngst  timid  tninds, 
some  temporary  excitement,  but  such  a  course  was  obsolutely  necessary  to 
prevent  a  vicious  currency  from  being  fastmed  upon  the  people  for  years, 
and  broken  and  insolvent  banks  from  dragging  down  the  Slate  to  their 
Own  wretched  level. 
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The  {present  Legislature  has  finished  this  work  of  regeneration.  These 
banks  are  now  prostrated  and  this  currency  will,  in  a  few  weeks,  be  drifen 
out  of  existence. 

Permit  me,  sir,  through  you,  to  tender  to  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  my  heart-felt  thanks  for  their  repeated  manifestations  of  land* 
ness  and  confidence,  and  to  assure  them,  one  and  all,  that  it  shall  be  the 
great  eflfort  of  my  life  to  merit  the  continuation  of  that  confidenoe. 
Whatever  may  be  my  future  fate  I  shall  always  cherish  the  grateful  le- 
collection  of  Living  received  the  enthusiastic  support  of  all.  my  political 
friends  m  the  present  Legislature. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  communication  without  observing  that  the  <Nilf 
abatement  upon  my  pleasure  in  returning  to  my  early  friends,  is  the  re- 
flection that  in  doing  this  I  shall  be  deprived'  of  the  power  of  participa- 
ting throughout  in  those  noble  efforts  which  you  are  making  with  distin- 
guished success  to  extinguish  the  public  debt  and  regenerate  your  Suta. 
My  present  prayer,  however,  is  that  in  prosecuting  this  great  work  yoi 
may  meet  with  the  same  enlightened  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  next 
Legislature  that  you  have  already  met  with  from  the  present  one,  and 
that  you  may  live  to  see  your  State  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  what  nature 
intended  it  should  be,  one  of  the  first  in  this  glorious  Union,  in  wealth, 
prosperity;  and  reputation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SHIELDS. 


lujNois  )  H.  R.  f  13th  Assem. 

tjKHB,       )  ;  I  1st  SSEiSION* 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


COMMIITEE  ON  CANAL  AND  CANAL  LANDS, 


On  the  petition  for  rtliefof  John  Londra^on  and  others^  coniractors  on 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 


FEBRUARZt  1842. 
Read  and  laid  on  tnble. 


Miu  Stbwabt,  firom  the  committee  on  Canal  and  Canal  I^iands,  made 
the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  Canal  and  Canal  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
inemoriai  of  John  Londragon  and  others,  contractors  upon  the  ITiinoisand 
Michigan  Canal,  praying  lor  relief,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  would  ask  to  make  the  following  report: 

Your  commi^e  regret  that  thej  are  not  able  more  fully  to  provide  for 
tteir  relief.  The  impoverished  situation  of  the  of  the  State  treasury  and 
the  great  difficulty  in  replenishing  it  by  tax  or  otherwise,  whilst  the  great 
si:arcity  of  money  exists,  render  it  impossible,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, to  raise  the  means  necessary  to  pay,  in  cash,  any  poitf  ion  of  the  re- 
lief prayed  for,  and  your  committee  beg  leave  to  say,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  petitioners,  that  their  respective  demands  have  been  as  amply 
provided  for  in  the  bill  for  the  construiUion  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
banal,  recently  passed  this  House,  as  is  possible  under  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances. 

Your  committee  therefore  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  memorial 
back  to  the  House,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  .consideration^ 


lLUlfOIS>  H.  R.  (  13th.  ASSEM. 

^EQ'»-    >  (  1st,  Sessiow. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 


On  the  subject  of  the  duties  performed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Trea- 
surer^  in  regard  to  the  State  Houscj  and  also  recommending  a  further  ap* 
propriation  for  the  completion  of  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Hepresentativct. 


MARHH  1,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  OwKf,  from  the  committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  repori  of  the  Secretary  of  Stnte  and  State  Treasurer,  showing 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  required  of  them  by 
^An  act  requiring  the  Secretary  of  State  and  State  Treasurer  to  take 
charge  of  the  public  buildings,  and  for  other  purposes,"  submit  the  follow- 
ing report:  That  .they  have  ei^nmined  all  the  books  and  papers  relative 
to  the  acts  and  doings  of  said  Secretary  of  State  an4  State  Treasurer,  as 
required  of  them  by  the  aforesaid  act,  and  find  that  the  sales  made  by 
them  of  the  materials  belonging  to  the  State,  is  properly  recorded,  setting 
forth  a  description  of  the  various  articles  sold  and  the  amount  sold  for; 
alio  the  manner  in  ^  hich  the  money  received  for  said  materials  were  ex- 
pended, all  of  which  is  accompanied  by  proper  vouchers,  and  your  com- 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties  required  of  them  by  the  above  reci- 
ted act  have  been  punctually  and  faithfully  discharged. 

Your  committee  would  further  remark  thai  they  find  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  materials  necessary  for  the  finishing  of  the  Representatives 
Chamber,  are  now  on  hand,  some  of  which  have  oeen  prepared  ready  for 
fitting  up;  and  said  materials  being  subject  to  injury,  il  not  entire  loss, 
by  delay,  in  consideration  of  whichyour  committee  have  thoueht  proper 
to  recommend  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  finish  said  room.  Your  com* 
mittee  have  had  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  best  mechanics  in  the  city 
relative  to  the  pro'bable  amount  it  would  cost,  and  have  come  to  the  pon* 
elusion  that  two  tboasand  dollars  would  be  a  sufficient  app^priation  for 
27 
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that  purpose. « And  w^  wonMalao  state  (hat  it  is  believed  by  those  who  pro- 
fess to  have  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  subject^  that  the  six  hundred  dol- 
lars, already  appropriated  for  repairing  the  roof  of  State  House,  is  insuffi- 
cient to  pay  for  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  to  preserve  the  siune 
from  iniury ;  and  to  supply  said  deficiency,  vour  committee  would  recom- 
mend the  appropriation  of  four  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  amoimt 
already  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  and  report  a  IriU  embracing  the 
objects  herein  alluded  to. 


lunois)  H.  R.  USTHAsnm. 

1jm»»«  5  )l»T  Sbbmok. 

MESSAGE 


TBOM  THB 


THE  GOVERNOR, 

h^forming  the  Oeneral  Assembly  thai  the  firH  instalment  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  from  ike  Bank  of  Illinois,  had  been  paid  aoer  to  him,  as 
the  agent  of  the  State. 


MARCH  3, 1843. 
R«ad,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


ExBcunvB  Dbpabtmbni^ 
Springfield,  March  2, 1843. 
To  the  Honorable  the  SenaU 

and  House  of  Representatives: 
The  President  of  the  Baok  of  Uliaois  at  Shawaeetown,  did,  on  the  37th 
day  of  Februarj  last«  in  pursuance  of  the  act  entitled  ^An  act  to  reduce 
the  State  debt  one  million  of  dollars,  and  put  the  Bank  of  Illinois  into 
liquidation,"  approved  February  25,  1843,  pay  over  to  me  State  bonds, 
scrip,  and  other  indebtedness  of  the  State,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which  are  now  being  registered  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  apd  will  be  ready  to  be  produced  before  the  General 
Assembly,  in  front  of  the  State  House,  at  2  o^clock  on  Saturday  next,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  destroyed. 

I  have  alsQ  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Bank  of  Illinois  for  the 
delivery  of  the  residue  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  State  indebted- 
ness, with  interest,  within  one  year  from  the  27th  day  of  February  last, 
and  have  assigned  to  said  bank  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank  owited  by  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  FORD. 
NoTB. — Of  the  indebtedness  received  forty-one  thousand  dollars  is  of 
the  bonds  issued  on  account  of  completing  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad. 


h.^w  I  H.  R.  513th  AssBM. 


REPORT 

ntOM 

THE   FUND  COMMISSIONER, 
Giving  a  itatemerU  of  the  bonds  recently  in  his  possession. 


MARCH  4,  1843. 
Read  and  ]aid  on  the  table. 


FiTND  Gommunoheb's  Offics,  Iixnion, 

Springfield,  March  4, 1843. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speakbr 

of  the  House  of  R^resentaiives: 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  a  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  Honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives,  calling  for  information  relative  to  a  certain 
amount  of  monej  counte J  in  my  possession  bj  a  joint  select  committee 
of  lK>th  branches  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  statement,  viz:  That  since  the  date  of  my  report  of  the  22d  of 
February,  ult,  I  have  paid  to  Hon.  J.  A.  Matteson,  Hon.  John  Dougher- 
ty, Hon.  A.  Flanders,  CoK  James  Dunlap,  Col.  John  Taylor,  Messrs.  J.  M. 
itelly,  John  Murry,  S.  B.  Chandler,  and  Enoch  Moore,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  ......        $!;i5,107 

Treasurer's  receipt  of  this  date        ....  40,356 

Amount  counted  by  the  committee,  which  balanced  my  account  $65,463 

The  treasurer's  receipt  as  above  embraces  $1,400  in  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  given  by  me  to  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Scates  for  ^700  in  Audi* 
tor's  warrants,  and  the  amount  reported  by  me  on  yesterday,  $38,956. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  WHITESIDE,  Fund  Commissumer. 


Ilmnois)  H.  R.  (ISthAmbm. 


OBJECTIONS 


or  THB 


COUNCIL  OF  REVISION, 


To  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  ^^An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  county 
eommissioners*  courts f  and  for  other  purposes.^^ 


FBBRUART  4,  1843. 
Read  and  laid  on  the  table — (See  Journal  H.  R.,  p.  318.) 


The  Council  of  Revision  returned  the  bill  for  **An  act  to  extend  the 
jufisdictioD  of  countj  commissioners,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  their 

OBJECTIONS: 

The  Council  of  Revision  have  had  under  consideration  an  act  entitled 
^An  act  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  courts,  and*  for  other  purposes,"  and 
now  return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  origina- 
ted, as  being  in  their  opinion  improper  to  become  a  law,  for  the  following 
reasons:  The  act  gives  the  county  commissioners  of  anj  newly  formed 
county  the  right  to  examine  and  copy  such  parts  of  the  records  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  of  the  old  county  from  which  it  was  taken, 
as  may  have  reference  to  roads  or  oth^r  matters  falling  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  newly  formed  county.  In  like  maniver  the  probate  jus- 
tice of  a  new  county  is  authorized  to  take  copies  from  the  records  of  the 
probate  justice  of  the  old  county  from  which  it  was  formed,  of  any  pro- 
ceeding on  the  estate  of  any  testator,  or  intestate,  who  may  have  died  in 
such  newly  formed  county.  It  is  however  observable  that  the  act  does  not 
declare  the  effect  of  such  copies,  nor  that  they  shall  be  considered  as  re- 
cords in  the  new  counties,  nor  is  any  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  coun- 
ty commissioners  court,  or  the  court  of  probate  in  relation  to  the  subject 
,  matter  of  such  copies.  From  the  title  of  the  act,  purporting  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  a  court,  it  appears  to  us  that  it  must  have  been  intended  by 
the  Greneral  Assembly  to  f^ive  such  copies  the  force  and  effect  of  original 
records;  and  also  to  confer  upon  the  county  commissioners'  court  and  the 
probate  justice  of  a  new  county  a  jurisdiction  to  go  on  and  finish  any  pro- 
ceeding already  commenced  in  the  old  county*  If  such  an  intention  did 
exist,  further  legislation  will  be  required  to  give  that  intention  effect.  We 
are  apprehensive  that  the  probate  justice  of  the  new  counties,  will  under- 
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stand  the  act  as  giving  this  jurisdiction  without  any  additional  provision, 
and  that  they  may  then  bo  fed  to  assume  the  exercise  of  a  power  whicli, 
as  the  act  now  stands,  it  unquestionably  doois  not  confer.  If  such  should 
be  the  case,  the  estate  of  many  deceased  persons  would  be  thrown  into 
confusion,  executors  and  administrators  would  be  greatly  perplexed  and 
embarr.4S8ed  in  determining  the  proper  court  before  which  to  settle  estates. 
We  therefore  retu/n  the  act  for  rc-consideration,  and  that  the  General  As^ 
sembly  may  have  an  opportunity,  if  they  phall  deem  it  expedient,  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency  which  we  have  pointed  out. 

THOMAS  FORD. 

THOMAS  C.  BBOWNE. 

S.  H.  TREAT. 

WALTER  B.  SCATES. 

J.  D.  CATON. 


Ij-M^JOis)                                          H.  R.  (IStrAssbii. 

laiBts.    \  jIctSemion. 

OBJECTIONS 

OF  TBB 

COUNCIL  OF   REVISION, 


To  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  **An  actio  incorDorate  the  city  of  Metropolis^ 

in  Johnson  county* 


Read  and  laid  on  the  table  —(Sep  Jonrnal  H.  R.,  p.  482. 
FEBRUARY  28,  1843. 


The  Council  of  Revision  returned  the  bill  for  **An  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Metropolis,  in  Johnson  county/'  to  the  House  of  Representar 
tives  with  their 

OBJECTIONS: 

The  Council  of  Revision  have  had  under  consideration  a  bill  for  *^An 
act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Metropolin,  in-  Johnson  county,"  and  re- 
spectfully return  the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives  us  improper 
to  become  a  law,  together  with  their  reasons  therefor. 

The  general  incorporation  law,  approved  February  12,  1831,  makes 
complete  provision  and  furnishes  sufficient  facilities  for  the  incorporation 
of  all  such  towns  as  may  desire  to  become  incorporated.  By  the  provi- 
sions  of  that  act,  the  people  of  any  town  in  this  State  containing-one  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  may,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  incorporate  them- 
selves and  dissolve  such  corporation  at  pleasure.  The  act  confers  upon 
all  towns  thus  incorporated  all  the  power  which  the  General  -Assembly 
deemed  essential  to  their  good  government,  and  safe  and  proper  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  them.  If  this  general  incorporation  [law]  is  defective;  if  its 
powers  are  too  limited,  or  if  its  provisions  have  been  found  inadequf^te  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  its  enactment,  the  remedy  is  plain 
and  simple.  Let  it  be  remembered,  and  the  amendments  when 
made  will  apply  alike  to  all  the  incorporated  towns  in  the  State,  the  peo- 
ple •f  each  will  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  possessed  by  the  others; 
producing  what  is  most  desirable  in  all  free  governments,  equality,  unifor* 
mity,  and  simplicity  in  the  administration  of  the  laws.  If  this  view  of 
thc'subject  be  correct  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
The  same  advantages  can  be  attained  under  the  general  law«  without  in- 
curring the  evils  of  petty  corporations,  varying  in  their  powers,  privileges, 
and  mode  of  organization;  Provided^  the  town  contains  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  inhabitantis,  and  they  are  willing  to  become  incorporated.    If  the 
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town  of  Metropolis  doesr  not  contain  one  hundred  and  fiflj  inhabitants,  as 
required  bj  the  general  law,  certainly  there  can  exist  no  public  necessi^ 
for  an  incorporation*  The  additional  taxes  and  burthens  required  to  sup- 
port the  hdst  of  officers,  and  meet  the  increased  expenses  provided  for  hj 
the  bill,  would  prove  oppressive  to  the  people  and  ruinous  to  the  prosperi^ 
of  the  town.  The  force  of  this  objection  is  greatly  increased  by  the  con- 
sideration,  that  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  the  people  are  to  be  inoorpo* 
rated  against  their  will*  The  general  law  leaves  the  question  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  vote  of  the  people,  whether  the  town  shall  be  incorporated,  and 
when  incorporated,  whether  the  corporation  shall  be  dissolved*  This  biU 
forces  the  corporation  upon  the  people  without  their  consent,  with  aU  the  at- 
tending evils  of  high  taxes,  increased  burthens,  and  a  multitude  of  officers, 
and  without  any  equivalent  benefits.  Besides  these  general  objections, 
which  are  deemed  sufficient  of  themselves,  there  are  many  others  grow- 
ing out  of  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  sixth  section  provides, 
that  *Hhe  board  of  trdstees  shall  have  exclusive  power  to  levy  and  collect 
taxes  upon  all  real  estate  within  the  limits  of  the  corporation,  which  has 
been  laid  out  into  town  lots,  or  which  may  be  occupied  as  town  lots,  not 
exceeding  one  per  cent,  upon  the  assessed  value  thereof/'  This  express 
grant  of  ^exclusive  power"  to  the  corporation  to  levv  and  collect  taxes  on 
all  real  estate,  is  evidently  intended  as  a  denial  of  the  right  to  assess  a 
county  and  State  tax  upon  real  estate  within  its  limits.  If  this  is  the  true 
construction  of  this  provision,  it  makes  a  manifest  and  unjust  distinction 
between  the  rights  and  privileges  of  this  and  those  of  all  other  towns  in 
the  State.  Whilst  the  inhabitants  of  all  other  incorporated  towns  are  subject 
to  a  State  and  county,  as  well  as  a  corporation  tax,  we  can  perceive  no  good 
reason  why  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  should  be  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  their  proportionate  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  county  and  the  State 
governments.  For  {hese  reasons,  and  many  others  apparent  on  Ihe  Ace 
of  the  bill,  relating  principally  to  the  magnitude  of  the  powers  conferred, 
when  compared  with  advantages  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  them, 
we  respectfully  return  this  bill  to  the  House,  in  which  it  originated,  as  im- 
proper to  become  a  law. 

THOMAS  FORD. 

S.  A.  DOUGLASS. 

S.  H.  TREAT. 

J.  D.  CATON. 

WM.  WILSON. 

SAMUEL  D.  LOCKWOOD. 

JAMES  SEMPLE. 

WALTER  B.  SCATES. 


LwaiB.    )  i  lor  Sbbsion. 


OBJECTIONS 

« 

COUNCIL  OF   REVISION, 

To  the  passage  of  Home  hill  for  ^An  act  to  regulate  Weights  and  Mea- 


FEBRUARY  28,  ia4S. 
Read  and  referred  to  tbe  cemmittee  on  the  Judiolftry^See  Joonial  H.  R^  p^  481.) 


The  Council  of  ReTidon  returned  the  bill  for  ^An  act  to  regulate 
Weights  and  Measures^*  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  their 

OBJECTIONS: 

The  Council  of  Revision  have  had  under  consideration,  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  Weights  and  Measures,"  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  improper  that  said  bill  should  become  a  law  of  this  State, 
for  the  following  reasons: 

^The  constitution  of  the  United  States  gives  to  Congress  the  power  to 
fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures.  In  pursuance  of  this  power, 
Confess  did  on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1836,  pass  the  following  resolution: 

^Kesolvedj  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  be  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  cause  a  complete  set  of  all  the  weights  and  measures  as  stan- 
dards, and  now  either  made,  or  in  the  progress  of  manufacture,  for  the  use 
of  the  several  custom  houses,  and  for  other  purposes,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Governor  of  each  State  in  the  Union,  or  such  person  as  he  may  ap- 
point,/or  the  use  of  the  States  respectively,  to  the  end  that  a  uniform 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  may  be  established  throughout  the 
United  States.-' 

Some  of  these  weights  and  measures  are  now  in  this  State 
House,  and  from  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  aforesaid,  we  suppose 
that  all  the  weights  and  measures  now  in  the  custom  houses  of  the  United 
States  will  be  in  due  time  furnished  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Governor  i)f  this  State.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  stan- 
dard of  weights  and  measures  should  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,  but  if  any  State  undertakes  to  fix  a  standard  for  itself  the  desired 
uniformity  cannot  take  place.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  bill  aforesaid 
that  the  standard  fixed  by  the  bill  are  the  same  as  those  fixed  by  Con* 
gress.    On  the  contrary,  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  appears  to  conflict 
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with  the  standards  so  fixed.  The  fourteenth  section  of  the  bill  provides 
that  the  State  sealer  shall  procure  original  standards  of  the  weights  and 
measures  niade  in  conrbrmity  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  &c«  And  the 
fifteenth  section  provides  that  the  State  sealer  shall  deposite  in  the  offices 
of  the  respective  county  sealers,  at  the  expense  of  such  counties,  copies 
of  all  the  original  weights  and  measures,  &c.  This  would  cause  to  the 
counties  an  immense  expense,  while  it  is  understood  that  many  of  the 
counties  have  at  a  considerable  expense  already  procured  weights  and 
measures,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  the  22d  March,  1819,  passed  prior 
to  the  resolution  of  Congress  above  roferred  to.  It  is  not  presumed  that 
the  standard  fixed  by  the  present  bill  differs  from  those  fixed  by  the  act 
of  1819.  Whether  the  standards  fixed  by  the  act  of  1819  was  or  was 
not  in  conformity  to  the  standard  fixed  by  Congress,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
enquire,  as  its  provisions  are  the  same  as  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  as  that  law  was  passed  before  the  government  of  the  United  States 
took  any  steps  to  furnish  the  States  with  a  uniform  standard  of  weights 
and  measures.  The  expense  to  the  counties,  which  this  bill  requires*  we 
think  unnecessary  and  improper.  We  moreover  think  that  all  legislation 
by  this  State  on  the  subject  should  conform  to  the  standard  fixed  by  the 
General  Government.  The  bill  is  therefore  returned  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  for  re-consideration.  • 

THOMAS  FORD, 
THOMAS  C.  BROWNE, 
JAMES  SEMPLE. 
WILLIAM  WILSON, 
SAMUEL  D.  LOCKWOOD. 


Illihois)  H.  R.*  U3th  Assiji. 

LVGIS.     )  "^ (Jyf    iSE88IOW> 


OBJECTIONS 


OP  THB 


COUNCIL  OF  REVISION, 


To  the  paisage  of  the  hill  for  "iln  act  relative  to  wills  and  testaments^  exe- 
ciUars  and  administrators^  and  the  settlement  of  estates.^ 


FEBRUARY  33,  1843. 
Read  and  Itiid  nn  ihe  table. 


The  Council  of  ReYision  returned  the  bill  for  *^An  act  to  amend  ^An 
act  relative  to  wills  and  testaments  executors  and  administrators,  and  the 
settlement  of  estates,'"  with  the  following 

OBJECTIONS: 

The  Counrilof  Revision  have  had  ^*An  act  to  amend  *An  act  relative 
to  wills  and  testarpents,  executors  and  administrators,  and  the  settlement 
oresUites*'*'  approved  January  23,  1^.9,  un^ier  consideration,  and  return 
the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives  as  impro[>er  to  become  a  law 
of  this  State,,  because  the  second  section  of  the  act  uttempts  to  div.est  the 
title  of  individuals  to  their  property  without  their  consent,  and  confer  it 
upon  others. 

By  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  if  a  widow  does  not  deliver  or  transfer  to 
the  court  of  probate  of  the  proper  county,  a  written  communication  of  her 
rights  under  the  will  of  her  deceased  hu:«bund,  within  six  months  alter 
probate  of  any  such  will,  her  right  of  dower  in  the  estate  of  her  l^usband 
becomes  immediately  vested  in  the  heirs  or  devisees  of  her  husband,  and 
their  title  is  as  perfect  as  if  they  had  come  to  such  estate  by  purchase, 
subject  only  to  the  rights  of  creditors  of  the  estate.  Such  being  the  legal 
consequence  of  a  widow's  not  renouncing  her  rights  under  a  will,  it  is 
not  within  legislative  competency  to  divest  titles  to  property  thus  ac- 
quired. 

THOMAS  FORD, 
S.  A.  D4)UGLASS, 
SAiMUEL  D.  LOCKWOOD, 
SAiUUEL  H.  TREAT, 
J.  D.  CATON, 
JAMES  ^iEMPLE, 
WM.  WILSON, 
Febmaiy  33, 1843. 


Lnn.     )  t^8T  Sasgioir. 


OBJECTIONS 


or  THB 


COUNCIL  OF  REVISION, 


To  the  passage  of  House  hill  for  ^^An  ad  to  cotnpik  andpublish  in  one 
volumcj  the  laws  of  IlHnois.^^ 


MARCH  6,  1843. 
Read  and  li^d  on  the  table.— (See  Jonnial  H.  R.,  p.  547.) 


The  Council  of  Revision  returned  the  bill  for^^An  act  to  compile  and 
publish  in  one  volumey  the  laws  of  Illinois,''  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tires,  with  their 

OBJECTIONS: 

The  Council  of  Revision  have  had  under  consideration  an  act  entitled 
*^An  act  to  compile  and  publish  in  one  volume  the  laws  of  Illinois,  and  re- 
turn the  same  as  in  their  opinion  improper  to  become  a  law,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  Council  do  not  believe  that  the  provisions  of  said  act  are  such 
as  will  insure  a  perfect  revision  of  the  laws,  npr  the  publication  of  such  a 
volume  of  the  laws  as  is  imperiously  required  by  the  public  wants. 

THOMAS  FORD, 
SAMUEL  D.  LOCKWOOD, 
WM.  WILSON, 
JAMES  SEMPLE. 


I^MWO"!  ll.lt  <13thA88WI. 

OBJECTIONS 


OF  THE 


COUNCIL  OF    REVISION, 


To  the  pcufoge  of  a  bill  for  **An  act  concerning  certain  sales   of  school 
lands  in  Effingham  county.*^ 


MARCH  6, 1843. 
Read  aud  laid  od  the  table— (See  Journal  H.  R.,  pafe  539.) 


Thb  Coouncil  of  Revision  returned  the  bill  for  ^^An  act  concemiDg 
certain  sales  of  school  lands  in  Effingham  county,''  to  the  Hoase  of 
Representatives  ivith  their 

OBJECTIONS: 

The  Council  of  Revision  have  had  under  consideration  ^ An  act  con- 
cerning certain  sales  of  school  lands  in  Effingham  county,"  and  return 
the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives  as  improper  to  become  a  law 
of  this  State,  because  by  the  first  section  it  attempts  to  divest  the  titleof 
real  estate  which  has  fuready  become  vested. 

THOMAS  FORD, 
SAMUEL  D.  LOCKWOOD, 
S.  A.  DOUGLASS, 
S.  H.  TREAT, 
JAMES  SEMPLE, 
WM.  WILSON. 


